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PREFACE 


The  author  of  these  volumes,  James  Rnssell  Trumbull,  was  born  in 
Williamsburgh,  Mass.,  Dec.  21,  1825.  He  had  only  a  common  school 
education,  but  that  proved  to  be  the  foundation  of  a  course  of  study 
and  research  which  continued  as  long  as  he  lived.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  entered  the  office  of  the  Hampshire  Gazette  as  apprentice,  early 
showing  the  characteristics  which  distinguished  liim  through  life, — 
energy,  perseverance  and  painstaking  accuracy.  His  editorial  ability 
was  soon  recognized,  and  at  the  close  of  his  apprenticeship  he  was 
made  foreman.  In  1849,  he  became  editor  of  the  Hampshire  and 
Franklin  Express,  published  in  Amherst.  Here,  with  his  young  wife, 
whom  he  married  in  November  of  the  same  year,  he  made  his  residence 
until  March,  1853,  when  he  undertook  the  editorship  of  the  Hampshire 
Gazette  under  Hopkins,  Bridgman  &  Co.,  Proprietors.  In  October  of 
1858,  he  purchased  the  entire  establishment,  and  a  month  later  the 
Hampshire  Gazette  and  the  Northampton  Courier  were  united  under 
their  respective  editors  with  the  firm  name  of  Trumbull  &  Gere.  This 
partnership  continued  till  1877,  when  the  senior  member  was  obliged 
to  retire  on  account  of  his  health.  But  his  public  service  was  not 
ended.  As  a  member  of  the  Village  Improvement  Society  and  of  the 
Library  Committee  he  worked  faithfully  in  the  interest  of  the  city  for 
many  years ;  and  in  August.  1884.  he  was  chosen  to  fill  the  place  of  the 
retiring  city  treasurer.  To  this  office  he  was  elected  from  year  to  year 
without  opposition  until  his  resignation  at  the  close  of  1889. 

In  1881,  Mr.  Trumbull  came  into  possession  of  the  Jiuld  MSS.,  a  won- 
derful monument  of  patient  research,  but  wanting  somewhat  in  prac- 
tical value  because  of  its  lack  of  an  adequate  index.  In  supplying  this 
deficiency  he  spent  years  of  careful  study,  becoming  more  and  more 
impressed  with  the  worth  and  interest  of  these  annals  of  the  past.  Jiist 
when  the  purpose  of  writing  a  History  of  Northampton  matured  in  his 
mind  it  is  impossible  to  state,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  this  work  had 
been  growing  under  his  hands  during  all  of  the  last  twenty  years  of 
his  life.  As  the  increasing  feebleness  of  his  last  few  years  diminished 
the  prospect  of  his  bringing  this  cherished  hope  to  fulfillment,  his  near- 
est friends  felt  the  depth  of  his  disappointment,  though  it  was  borne 
with  absolute  silence.  Still  he  persevered,  working  often  far  beyond 
his  strength  ;  and  when,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1899,  he  was  called  to  the 
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higher  life,  his  story  of  Northampton's  birth  and  development  was 
nearly  completed.  It  was  never  his  design  to  follow  its  history  farther 
than  to  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  from  which  point  the 
individual  might  easily  carry  it  forward  for  himself  by  reference  to  the 
town  records  and  the  newspapers. 

The  task  of  editing  and  publishing  this  so  nearly  completed  manu- 
script of  the  second  volume  of  the  History  of  Northampton  was  imder- 
taken  with  reverence  and  affection,  and  the  desire  to  carry  out  the 
dearest  wish  of  a  beloved  uncle  has  overborne  many  misgivings.  That 
the  work  cannot  fail  to  have  suffered  from  the  fact  that  other  hands 
than  his  must  bring  it  to  completion,  is  fully  appreciated,  but  it  is 
believed  that  its  vahie  is  such  as  to  overshadow  the  imperfections  of  its 
editing,  and  to  justify  the  editors  in  asking  for  the  indulgence  of  its 
readers. 

The  aim  of  the  writer  was  not  only  to  chronicle  past  events,  but  also 
to  inspire  the  present  generation  with  a  just  pride  and  with  love  for 
the  city  which  was  so  dear  to  him,  and  to  perpetuate  the  names  of  its 
heroes.  If  the  years  shall  prove  that  this  threefold  endeavor  has  been 
successful,  then  will  be  realized  the  earnest  hope  with  which  this  vol- 
ume is  offered  to  the  public,  namely  that  it  may  be  a  noble  and  lasting 
monument  to  the  memory  of  its  author. 

Nancy  L.  Miller. 
Anna  E.  Millek. 
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HISTORY  or  NORTHAMPTON 


CHAPTER  I. 


DWELLINGS — FURNITURE — COSTUMES. 

Pirst  Houses  Built      No  authentic  description  has  been  found  of 
of  Logs.  any  dwelling-houses  erected  by  the  first  set- 

tlers of  Northampton.  Undoubtedly  they 
"were  built  of  logs,  though  some  may  have  been  constructed 
of  plank.  It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  the  first  comers 
found  time  to  split  or  rive  plank  or  clapboards.  The  prac- 
tice prevailing  in  other  settlements  was  unquestionably  fol- 
lowed here.  Each  settler,  intent  upon  obtaining  shelter  as 
soon  as  possible,  made  use  of  the  most  available  materials, 
which  were  the  trees  growing  upon  the  lot  where  the  house 
was  to  be  placed.  Nearly  all  of  the  logs  were  daubed  or 
plastered  on  the  outside  with  clay,  and  the  windows  were 
few  and  small..  Little  better  than  huts,  the  pioneers  man- 
aged to  live  in  these  dwellings  till  they  were  able  to  build 
better  ones.  Nearly  all  of  the  first  houses  were  but  a  story 
and  a  half  high,  and  many  of  them  had  but  one  room  on 
the  main  floor.     One  plan  sufficed  for  all. 

More  subst  a  n  t  i  a  1     Scarcc  a  generation  passed,  however,  before 
and  Better  Dwell-     larger  and  better  houses  were  erected.    The 

ings  Erected.  ,  ,  i     n     i  p  i 

log  house  was  superseded  by  a  framed 
structure,  covered  with  plank  or  clapboards.  Nearly  all  of 
them  were  placed  broadside  to  the  street,  and  close  upon 
its  border.  No  use  had  then  been  discovered  for  sidewalks, 
and  the  front  door  was  literally  the  street-door,  opening 
directly  upon  the  highway.  Like  their  ruder  predecessors, 
these  houses   also  were   modeled  after  one  design,  their 
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ground  plan  never  varied,  and  they  differed  only  in  size 
and  height.  Ordinarily  they  were  two  stories  high.  Forty 
feet  seems  to  have  been  the  standard  length,  while  twenty 
feet  was  the  established  width.  More  honses  were  con- 
structed forty  by  twenty  feet  than  of  any  other  dimensions, 
though  occasionally  one  might  have  been  found  forty-one- 
by  twenty-two,  and  sometimes  thirty-eight  and  one-half  by 
twenty-two.  In  some  the  upper  story  projected  about 
eighteen  inches.  It  has  been  stated  that  this  feature  was 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  better  means  of  repelling  an 
Indian  attack,  by  firing  down  upon  the  foe.  But  the  style 
was  evidently  imported,  as  houses  were  built  in  England 
after  that  pattern.  The  house  was  placed  close  to  the 
ground,  with  very  little  underpinning.  In  many  instances, 
the  floor  was  below  the  sills.  All  these  framed  dwellings 
were  substantially  built ;  the  timbers  were  usually  of  oak, 
all  hewed,  and  in  some  cases  the  posts  were  eight  and  one- 
half  by  nine  inches  square.  Every  house  had  two  rooms 
on  each  floor,  separated  by  a  huge  chimney,  which  held  the 
place  of  honor  in  the  center  of  the  structure.  These  chim- 
neys were  of  various  sizes.  Some  of  them  measured  at  the 
base  ten  by  twelve  feet,  others  nine  by  fourteen,  and  still 
others  were  nine  by  twelve.  The  rooms  on  the  main  floor 
were  usually  about  seven  feet  high,  and  in  a  house  forty- 
one  by  twenty-two  feet,  would  be  about  sixteen  by  twenty 
in  dimensions.  One  noteworthy  feature  of  the  chimney 
was  the  huge  fireplace.  As  it  formed  the  only  means  of 
heating  the  room,  it  was  made  as  large  as  the  size  of  the 
chimney  would  permit.  It  is  probable  that  a  few  of  these 
chimneys  may  have  been  constructed  of  wood,  thickly  plas- 
tered on  the  interior.  But  these  were  dangerous  and  not 
infrequently  the  means  of  setting  the  house  on  fire.  Stones 
gathered  on  the  premises  or  on  the  commons  were  most  gen- 
erally used,  though  afterwards  chimneys  were  built  of 
brick. 

Interiors  of  these      In  frout  of  tliese  huge  fircplaces,  piled  with 

Houses.  blazing  logs,  gathered  the  family,  burned 

or  nearly  blistered  by  the  heat  on  one  side, 

and  chilled  or  nearly  frozen  on  the  other  by  the  "eager  and 

nipping "  blasts  that  forced  their  way  through  every  crack 


DWELLINGS— FURNITURE — COSTUMES.  3 

aud  crevice.  Opposite  the  front  door,  built  against  the 
chimney,  was  the  narrow,  steep  and  crooked  stairway,  to 
the  upper  story,  leaving  an  entrance-hall  barely  wide  enough 
to  swing  the  door.  These  four  rooms  constituted  the  house. 
Those  on  the  lower  floor  were  commonlj^  wainscoted  to  the 
ceiling,  which  was  usually  sheathed.  For  many  years  very 
little  plaster  was  used.  In  the  second  story  the  rooms  cor- 
responded in  size  with  those  below,  but  were  without  a  fire- 
place. One  of  the  first  floor  rooms  was  kitchen,  dining- 
room,  living-room,  and  frequently  contained  a  bed.  and  the 
other,  though  termed  the  parlor,  was  mainly  a  store-room, 
and  when  the  family  became  large,  was  sometimes  used  as 
a  bedroom  also.  Neither  of  these  apartments  had  ordina- 
rily more  than  two  windows,  one  in  front  and  the  other  in 
the  end,  but  none  in  the  rear.  They  were  square,  set  with 
small  panes  of  glass,  for  which  oiled  paper  was  sometimes 
substituted.  Previous  to  1750,  diamond-shaped  glass  was 
commonly  used.  The  panes  were  set  in  lead,  and  the 
frames  swung  inwards  on  hinges.  When  square  panes  of 
glass  came  into  use,  windows  were  made  larger,  and  move- 
able in  the  casings.  Closets  in  those  early  days  were  an 
unknown  quantity,  and  they  never  found  space  upon  the 
ground-plans  of  any  house.  Moveable  clothes-i)resses,  and 
sometimes  corner  cupboards  were  preferred.  Chests,  many 
of  them  elaborately  carved  and  highly  finished,  that  had 
been  brought  across  the  ocean,  were  not  uncommon. 
Nearly  every  house  was  provided  with  a  cellar,  but  it  was 
small,  and  extended  only  under  a  portion  of  one  of  the 
rooms.  Sometimes  it  was  walled  with  stone,  occasionally 
with  logs,  and  in  some  instances  with  nothing  but  the  bare 
earth,  as  it  was  left  when  the  excavation  was  made.  A 
good  sized  cellar  was  eleven  feet  square.  It  was  entei-ed,  if 
at  the  rear  of  the  house,  through  a  trap-door  in  the  floor, 
usually  T)y  means  of  a  ladder  ;  if  near  the  front,  ordinarily 
by  a  flight  of  stairs  under  the  stairway  in  the  hall. 

An  Increasing  Pam-     While  the  family  was  small  the  house  as 
iiy  Demanded     above  described  was  ample.      But  as  the 
oom.  household  increased, — in  those  days  ten  or 

even  twelve  children  were  not  uncommon,— greater  accom- 
modations were  required  and  the  house  must  needs  be  en- 
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larged.  This  was  usually  accomplished  by  an  addition  in 
the  rear.  The  roof  on  a  two  story  house  was  continued  at 
the  same  angle,  down  to  the  height  of  the  first  story,  and 
sometimes  lower.  This  was  termed  a  "lean  to,"  or  in  the 
vernacular  of  the  times  a  "leanter."  In  it  generally,  a 
kitchen  and  buttery,  and  occasionally  a  bedroom,  were 
provided. 

Front  Door.  Outside  doors  were  of  oak,  more  especially 

the  front  door,  which  was  double  sheathed, 
strong  and  durable,  sometimes  studded  with  huge  nails  or 
spikes,^  and  nearly  always  divided  horizontally.  Fastened 
by  stout  oaken  bars,  they  were  practically  impregnable 
against  the  assaults  of  the  savages.  Occasionally,  how- 
ever, they  managed  to  tomahawk  a  hole  sufficiently  large 
to  admit  a  gun-barrel,  but  seldom  are  they  reported  as 
having  demolished  a  door.  The  solid  wooden  latch  was 
raised  from  without  by  a  heavy  cord  or  leathern  thong, 
thrust  through  an  aperture.  When  the  latch-string  was 
out  friends  were  welcome,  when  it  was  withdrawn,  enemies 
found  it  difficult  to  enter,  even  if  the  bars  were  not  in 
place. 

Roofing.  Shingles  were  used  somewhat  when  the  town 

was  first  settled,  though  thatch-grass  was 
plenty  along  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut.  Houses  were 
covered  with  thatch  in  the  neighboring  towns  of  Hatfield 
and  Hadley,  as  late  as  1679.  Undoubtedly  the  first  houses 
built  in  Northampton  were  thatched,  and  it  is  very  proba- 
ble that  the  first  meeting  house  erected  here  was  covered 
with  the  same  material. 

Piazzas  and  Paint     Little  need  existcd  for  the  modern  luxury 
equally  Unknown.      Qf  .^  piazza  ;  indeed  there  were  convincing- 
reasons  against  any  such  comforts.     They 
greatly  increased  the  danger  from  fire,  whenever  any  little 
difficulty  with  the  Indians  occurred,  and  the  sturdy  pio- 

1  There  is  a  tradition  that  the  old  house  which  stood  on  the  lot  on  Pleasant  Street, 
near  the  present  location  of  the  brick  house,  occupied  by  the  late  Dr.  Graham,  was 
picketed  during  the  Indian  wars,  and  that  a  heavy  oaken  door,  filled  with  spikes  to 
resist  the  Indian  tomahawks,  with  the  date  1703  upon  it,  had  been  seen  on  the  prem- 
ises within  the  memory  of  persons  recently  living.  This  was  undoubtedly  the  home- 
stead of  Preserved  Clapp,  and  was  one  cf  the  houses  fortified,  at  the  commencement 
of  Queen  Anne's  War. 
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neers  had  scant  leisure  to  loiter  under  tlieir  pleasing  shade. 
Paint  was  never  used  about  these  structures.  The  early 
settlers  did  not  cultivate  the  esthetic  faculty,  and  for  many 
years  found  no  employment  for  a  painter.  While  the  color- 
ing of  the  exterior  of  their  houses  was  speedily  accom- 
plished by  the  elements,  the  ornamentation  of  the  interior 
proceeded  as  rapidly  under  the  agency  of  smoke  from  the 
fireplace,  as  well  as  from  the  pine  torches  that  were  their 
first  candles. 

Barns.  Ii^  such  jjlaiu  but  Substantial  dwellings  lived 

the  first  generations  of  the  original  inhabi- 
tants. Near  by  stood  the  barn,  constructed  in  the  same 
durable  manner,  and  of  similar  materials.  Ordinarily  it 
was  placed  as  close  to  the  street  as  possible,  sometimes 
overstepping  the  boundary  ;  being  built  wholly  within  the 
limits  of  the  highway  as  often  as  the  town  could  be  induced 
to  grant  land  therein  for  "barn  spots."  The  offal  was 
thrown  directly  into  the  street,  which  was  simply  a  wide 
lane,  in  many  places  bristling  with  tree  stumps,  between 
which  a  single  cart  track  found  its  sinuous  way. 

Kitchen  and  other     The  people  who  inhabited  these  structures 
Furniture.  were  as  hardy  and  rugged  as  their  homes 

were  uncouth  and  comfortless.  In  these 
dwellings,  with  floors — innocent  of  carpets  except  among 
the  wealthier  classes— covered  occasionally  with  a  coating 
of  sand,  but  kept  always  clean  and  spotless  by  means  of 
repeated  and  thorough  scrubbings,  they  passed  the  largest 
part  of  their  toilsome  if  not  cheerless  lives.  In  summer 
these  houses  were  barely  endurable,  but  in  winter,  com- 
pared with  modern  conveniences,  they  must  have  been  tor- 
ture houses  indeed.  Their  furniture  was  the  simplest,  and 
judged  by  the  standards  of  to-day,  the  most  uncomfortable 
of  its  kind.  In  the  kitchen,  which  was  also  the  living- 
room,  in  front  of  the  capacious  fireplace,  stood  the  long 
wooden  "settle,"  with  its  straight  high  back;  this  latter 
appendage  being  apparently  intended  as  a  shield  against  the 
cold  blasts  of  winter,  that  forced  their  way  through  every 
opening,  great  or  small.  A  few  chairs,  as  angular  and  ugly 
as  the  family  bench  before  the  fire,  stood  about.     In  one 
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corner  might  have  been  seen  the  spinning-wheel  and  reel, 
when  not  in  use,  without  which  no  house  was  suitably 
furnished.  In  another  the  cupboard,  or  it  may  be  a  bundle 
of  candlewood.  Placed  against  one  wall  was  the  dresser, 
or  a  huge  wooden  chest,  sometimes  elaborately  carved,  un- 
less the  space  should  be  needed  for  a  bed.  Near  the  center 
of  the  room,  or  possibly  pushed  back  against  the  wall,  was 
the  table,  under  which  were  the  "jointed  stools"  used  at 
meal  time.  Over  the  fireplace,  across  the  chimney  breast, 
as  high  as  a  man's  head,  was  the  narrow  shelf,  called  the 
"mantletree."  On  it  were  arranged  the  pewter  candle- 
sticks, maybe  the  candlewood  iron,  the  tinder-box,  and 
perchance  the  family  Bible,  or  such  other  books  as  were  in 
possession  of  the  household.  At  the  back  of  the  chimney, 
were  the  hooks  upon  which,  from  the  trammels,  hung  the 
pots  and  kettles  and  other  cooking  utensils,  before  the  crane 
came  into  general  use.  Against  the  jamb  of  the  fireplace 
leaned  the  shovel  and  tongs  and  possibly  the  long  handled 
"  peel "  or  shovel,  belonging  especially  to  the  oven.  In  one 
corner,  particiilarly  in  war  time,  stood  the  trusty  flint-lock 
musket.  In  more  peaceful  days  it  rested  on  hooks  above 
the  mantel. 

Furnisiiing  of  one      In  the  parlor  was  usually  a  miscellaneous 
Parlor.  collcction   of    many   things,    more   for   use 

than  ornament.  It  did  not  then  appear  to 
be  a  room  whose  sacred  precincts  were  to  be  invaded 
only  on  special  and  important  occasions.  A  glimpse  at  the 
inventory  of  David  Wilton,  who  died  in  167^,  exhibits  the 
contents  of  one  parlor  in  those  early  days  :  — 

"Bed  and  complete  furniture,  viz.,  Curtains  20^ :  rug  25^ ;  blankets 
25^ :  sheets  25* ;  2  bolsters,  2  pillows,  coverlid  :  all  £13.  0.  0.  Table  and 
four  joint  stools,  5  chairs  14^ ;  Carpet*  and  small  table  40= ;  9  cushions 
23" ;  2  scales  and  weights,  3  pair  steelyards  4<>  :  4  weights  :  wampum 
30* ;  Lead  4' ;  2  juggs,  cupboard  30* ;  4  glasses  and  earthen  dishes  and  2 
baskets  9" ;  powder  5* ;  hand  irons,  lanthorn,  tongs,  fire  shovel  25*." 

Beds  and  Hed.iiuK.     Bcds  wcre  plenty  everywhere.     They  were 

composed  of  feathers,  corn  husks,   and  of 

wool,  the  latter  being  called  "  flock  bods."    ''  Dust  beds  "  are 

also  mentioned  in  many  inventories,  and  have  been  inter- 

1     Carpet  was  the  uame  ordinarily  given  to  a  taljle-cover. 
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preted  to  moan  "drest"  or  dressed  beds,  but  their  signifi- 
cance is  uncertain.  Bolsters,  pillows  of  similar  material 
Avitli  the  beds,  coverlids  and  blankets  abound.  Sheets, 
wliether  of  linen  or  of  other  material  is  not  always  stated, 
were  usually  found  in  profusion.  They  were  of  calico, 
wool,  cotton  called  linen,  and  were  sometimes  designated 
•as  '  *  Flaxen  and  coarse. "  Much  Holland  sheeting  is  no- 
ticed, and  in  one  inventory  "9  negro  sheets"'  are  named. 
In  Wilton's  inventory  twenty  four  pairs  of  sheets  are  men- 
tioned, and  in  others  there  always  seemed  to  be  an  ample 
supply.  In  every  enumeration  may  be  found  "pillow 
beers ' '  (pillow-cases)  and  napkins.  Valences  for  beds  were 
not  unknown,  but  bed  curtains  are  rare.  The  four  post 
canopied  bed  with  curtains,  seems  not  to  have  been  in  very 
general  use  in  this  part  of  New  England  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  though  occasionally  one  is  mentioned. 

Tables  and  Table      Other  furiiiture,  only  in  sufficient  quantity 
Furniture.  foj.    -^1^^    j-g^l    necds    of    the    family,    was 

strongly  made,  but  of  coarse  texture,  and 
not  at  all  celebrated  for  graceful  proportions.  Tables  were 
round,  scpiare,  oblong  or  oval.  They  were  made  of  oak, 
black  walnut,  mahogany,  pine,  etc.  ;  but  few  if  any  had 
folding  leaves.  Forms  or  benches,  jointed  (folding)  stools, 
were  used  at  meal-times,  chairs  seldom.  Among  the  poorer 
classes  tables  had  usually  no  covering,  though  the  "well- 
to-do  "  were  well  provided  with  table-cloths.  Napkins  seem 
to  have  been  one  of  the  essentials  of  housekeeping,  and  are 
found  in  every  family,  and  among  all  classes.  Some  were 
of  calico,  some  of  damask,  some  of  linen,  and  some  of 
"  huckabuck."  These  conveniences  were  often  found  to 
the  number  of  GO,  80,  100 j  and  125  to  a  family.  They  are 
seldom  named  in  inventories  from  1760  to  the  Revolution, 
though  "tea  napkins"'  sometimes  appear.  With  the  ad- 
vent of  knives  and  forks,  napkins  gradually  went  out  of 
use.  When  i)eople  ceased  to  eat  with  their  fingers,  napkins 
were  no  longer  deemed  indispensable. 

Tableware  of  all  kinds  was  made  largely  of  pewter,  more 
particularly  spoons,  cups,  basins,  dishes,  plates,  bowls, 
tankards,  porringers,   bottles,   tea-pots  and  cans.     Wood 
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also  entered  to  a  great  extent  into  the  manufacture  of 
trenchers,  plates,  platters,  trays,  bowls,  cans  and  bottles. 
Earthenware,  red  and  brown,  was  much  used  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Pie  plates,  milk-pans, 
mugs,  bowls,  pitchers,  pudding  dishes,  and  after  the  intro- 
duction of  tea,  tea-pots,  and  "tea  dishes,"  were  kept  in 
stock  at  the  stores  or  sold  from  house  to  house,  by  peddlers. 
It  was  not  till  the  last  decade  of  the  century  that  crockery, 
blue  and  white,  gradually  displaced  the  coarser  and  heavier 
articles  of  table  furniture. 

Knives  and  Forks.  Tliesc  iudispeusable  articlcs  did  not  come- 
into  use  in  New  England  till  about  the  open- 
ing of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  many  years  elapsed  before- 
they  found  their  way  into  the  households  of  farmers  in  the 
interior.  In  1707  no  forks  were  used  to  eat  with,  and 
knives  were  seldom  found  at  table,  although  the  latter  were- 
much  employed  for  other  purposes.  They  did  not  become- 
popular  for  twenty  years  or  more.  The  first  notice  of  sales, 
of  them  in  this  town,  is  to  be  found  upon  the  account-books 
of  the  second  Joseph  Hawley.  In  1735,  in  the  inventory 
of  his  stock  of  merchandise,  were  many  knives,  apparently 
for  table  use,  but  no  forks,  though  for  a  number  of  years 
previous  he  had  been  in  the  practice  of  selling  them.  He- 
purchased  in  1726,  two  dozen  "women's  horn  spring- 
knives."  His  sales  of  these  articles  were  quite  limited. 
After  1760,  they  became  much  more  common.  Timothy 
Dwight,  who  traded  here  for  a  long  time,  down  to  within 
a  dozen  years  of  the  Revolution,  sold  them  in  sets  of  six 
each.  Some  persons,  who  evidently  could  afford  no  more, 
bought  one-third  of  a  set,  others  one-half,  and  some  more- 
ambitious  or  better  able  financially,  purchased  an  entire 
set,  which  cost  them  6s.,  equal  to  one  dollar.  In  the  more- 
wealthy  families,  silver  knives  and  forks  are  often  inven- 
toried, but  in  many  cases  they  were  only  silver  handled. 
Silver  knives  and  forks  were  found  in  the  inventory  of  Col. 
John  Stoddard,  who  died  in  1748.  His  father.  Rev.  Solo- 
mon Stoddard,  who  died  about  twenty  years  before,  had 
ten  knives  and  nine  forks,  but  they  were  of  the  ordinary 
kind. 
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Chairs  and  Seats.  Chaii's  WGYB  classed  amoiig  the  luxuries.  A 
few  were  usually  found  in  every  house,  but 
they  were  heavy,  clumsy  articles,  neither  comfortable  to 
use.  nor  artistic  to  behold.  Forms,  benches,  stools,  all 
without  backs,  and  "settles''  were  the  most  common  seats. 
Occasionally  an  "  arm-chair "  or  a  "great  chair,"  is  men- 
tioned, but  that  modern  convenience,  the  rocking-chair, 
seems  to  have  been  unknown.  At  least  such  chairs  were 
seldom  or  never  named  among  the  personal  belongings  of 
people  ill  Northampton.  Seats  with  backs  were  not  in- 
tended for  rest,  so  much  as  for  protection  against  the  cold 
drafts  that  pervaded  the  best  constructed  tenements.  Flag, 
wicker  and  cane  seat  chairs  ;  stuffed  and  leather  covered 
seats  came  in  later.  Many  cushions  and  coverings  for 
chairs  are  noted,  but  apparently  they  were  for  ornament 
rather  than  use.  The  first  settlers  had  little  occasion  and 
less  time  to  spend  lolling  in  cushioned  chairs. 

Cooking  utensils.  Kitclieii  uteusils  for  cooking  purposes, 
which  are  now  of  tin  or  iron,  were  made  of 
brass  to  a  great  extent,  though  some  were  of  copper,  and 
occasionally  something  in  iron  might  have  been  found.  An 
iron  pot  was  an  important  utensil  in  New  England,  and 
some  were  so  highly  prized  as  to  descend  by  will  from  gen- 
eration to  generation.  But  pots  and  kettles,  pans  for  milk, 
for  baking,  for  stewing  and  other  purposes,  skillets,  skim- 
mers, porringers,  "  posints,"  etc.,  were  all  of  brass.  In  on© 
inventory  (not  in  Northampton,  however),  a  brass  gun  is 
named,  though  that  kind  of  implement  was  not  in  general 
use,  in  the  common  run  of  kitchens. 

Warming-Pans  and     The  Central    soui'ce    of    wariuth    in    these 
Foot-stoves.  houses  was  the  blazing  fire  in  the  huge  fire- 

place, and  to  it  there  were  few  supplement- 
ary aids.  One  of  the  most  universal  of  them,  however, 
was  the  warming-pan.  It  was  truly  an  institution  of  "y^ 
olden  tyme,"  made  of  brass  and  indispensable  in  every 
household.  Scarcely  an  inventory  can  be  found  upon  the 
probate  records,  in  which  one  or  more  of  them  is  not  cata- 
logued. It  was  an  article  for  which  there  was  no  substi- 
tute in  the  cold  and  freezing  bedroom,  and  usually  it  was 
the  only  artificial  heat  ever  allowed  to  enter  there. 
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Closely  allied  in  usefulness  to  the  warming-pan  was  the 
foot-stove,  but  there  are  no  indications  that  its  use  was  by 
any  means  as  universal.  They  are  seldom  found  in  the 
earlier  inventories,  though  they  were  for  many  years  the 
only  source  of  heat  in  the  meeting-house.  Of  special  ser- 
vice as  a  Sunday  heater,  they  were  undoubtedly  of  no  in- 
significant value  in  every-day  life  at  the  farm-house. 

Clothing.  As  substantial  in  texture  and  as  uncouth  in 

shape  as  the  other  surroundings  of  the  set- 
tler, was  the  clothing  he  wore.  Much  of  it  was  of  domestic 
manufacture,  made  from  the  wool  grown  upon  the  farm,  or 
from  the  flax  raised  in  the  meadows.  At  first  they  were 
spun,  woven  and  made  into  garments  by  the  inmates  of  the 
farm-house.  Weaving,  however,  soon  became  a  distinct 
trade,  and  those  who  carried  it  on  were  found  in  every  com- 
munity. It  was  customary  for  every  farmer  to  raise  an 
acre  or  more  of  flax,  which  was  usually  dressed  and  pre- 
pared for  the  loom  at  home. 

Men's  Garments.  The  luost  commou  material  for  men's  every- 
day wear  was  serge,  a  mixture  of  cotton  and 
wool.  Knee-breeches,  with  long  stockings,  waistcoats, 
with  long  flaps,  and  coats  short  and  long,  resembling  the 
dress-coat  of  modern  times,  are  everywhere  named. 
Breeches  were  fastened  at  the  knee,  sometimes  with 
buckles,  sometimes  with  ribbons,  and  often  with  a  simple 
band.  Red  suits,  many  times  of  serge  or  more  costly  ma- 
terial, were  quite  poj^ular,  and  there  are  few  inventories  in 
which  they  do  not  appear.  The  "  quality"'  and  the  clergy 
wore  black  broadcloth.  Among  farmers  and  mechanics 
leather  garments  were  not  uncommon.  Comparatively  few 
had  leather  suits,  but  nearly  everybody  had  at  least  one 
pair  of  leather  breeches.  Stockings,  reaching  to  the  knee, 
were  an  important  article  of  male  attire.  Ordinarily  they 
were  made  of  wool  or  worsted,  but  among  the  wealthier 
classes  many  pairs  of  silk  are  noticed.  "  Trowses," 
"trowzes,"  "trouses,"  are  found  nearly  everywhere,  but 
the  word  had  not  then  the  significance  of  to-day.  They 
were  evidently  loose  outer  garments  of  the  nature  of  over- 
alls, and  were  in  fact  intended  for  that  purpose.    Pantaloons 
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or  trowsers  as  known  at  the  present  day,  did  not  nsurp  the 
place  of  knee-breeches  and  stockings  till  after  the  opening 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  Many  persons  had  doublets, 
which  seem  to  have  been  a  loose  undergarment,  with  or 
without  sleeves,  gathered  at  the  waist,  and  ordinarily  worn 
under  the  coat.  This  garment  apparently  went  out  of  fash- 
ion before  1800,  and  was  abandoned  for  the  waistcoat. 
''Boot  hose"  are  frequently  enumerated.  They  were  cov- 
erings for  the  legs,  to  protect  the  stockings  and  small- 
clothes, and  were  usually  worn  by  horsemen.  David  Wil- 
ton had  "doublets  and  drawers"  as  well  as  "boot  hose." 
The  drawers  were  simply  another  name  for  overalls.  Fine 
shirts,  Holland  shirts,  calico  shirts,  were  abundant. 
Checked  shirts,  made  of  wool  or  flax,  were  much  worn  in 
the  Connecticut  river  towns  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  In  Worcester  County,  white  shirts 
were  the  most  fashionable,  and  people  living  there  averred 
that  they  could  always  tell  Connecticut  river  men  by  their 
checked  shirts,  saying  that  they  wore  their  mother's  aprons 
for  shirts.  In  1768,  Benjamin  Tappan,  who  had  just  re- 
moved to  Northampton,  was  much  impressed  by  the  num- 
ber of  checked  shirts  he  saw  in  the  meeting-house  on  Sun- 
day.    All  the  men,  he  said,  had  them  on  but  five  or  six. 

As  the  material  for  these  garments^  was  nearly  all  made 
at  home,  the  merchants  did  not  usuallj^  keep  much  cloth  in 
stock.  They  dealt  mainly  in  trimmings,  silk,  twist,  but- 
tons and  linings.  Occasionally  a  few  j^ards  of  broadcloth 
would  be  purchased  by  thrifty  farmers  or  mechanics,  but 
ordinarily  the  cloth  for  every-day  garments  was  not  to  be 
found  at  the  village  store. 

Men's  Cloth  in-     Nearly  all  the  men's  clothing  was  made  up 
made  by  Seam-     \)j  -womeu.     Fcw  tailors  could  be  found  in 
any  of  the  inland  towns.     Sometimes  tail- 
ors and  shoemakers  went  from  house  to  house.     They  were 
newsmongers  as  well  as  artizans,  and  retailed  the  gossip  of 

1  For  a  coat,  vest  and  breeches  about  three  and  one-half  yards  of  broadcloth  were 
required  and  about  five  yards  of  kersey  or  other  narrower  material.  The  three  gar- 
ments were  usually  made  from  the  same  or  similar  cloth  ;  no  vestingswere  inauufac- 
tured.  For  the  vest  about  as  mirch  i-loth  was  used  as  for  the  breeches  ;  it  was  quite 
long  and  had  enormous  flaps.  Buttons  were  of  brass  or  other  metal,  or  of  mohair  or 
silk.  An  ordinary  coat  required  usually  three  dozen  buttons,  to  keep  it  in  proper 
shape,  and  occasionally  room  was  found  for  the  fourth  dozen. 
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the  neighborhood  or  the  news  of  the  day.  There  were  alsa 
itinerant  tailoresses,  though  some  of  them  carried  on  the 
"business  at  their  own  homes.  They  plied  their  trade  in  dif- 
ferent families,  much  as  do  the  dressmakers  of  the  present 
day.  Catherine  (Phelps),  wife  of  Simeon  Parsons,  carried 
on  the  tailoring  business  for  more  than  forty  years,  during 
the  latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Commonly  she 
employed  three  or  four  apprentices,  and  sometimes  more. 
Those  who  boarded  themselves  served  for  a  year  ;  if  she 
boarded  them,  they  worked  for  her  eighteen  months.  She 
made  garments  for  most  of  the  men  in  Northampton,  and 
for  many  in  other  towns.  Major  Hawley,  Major  Dwight, 
Mr.  Stoddard,  and  a  few  others,  had  their  coats  made  in 
Boston,  but  their  vests  and  knee-breeches  were  made  by 
Mrs.  Parsons.  Her  price  for  coats  was  from  6s.  to  10s.  ;  for 
breeches,  if  made  plain,  4s.  ;  but  if  more  elaborate,  she 
charged  6s.  For  making  vests  her  charge  was  4s.  Major 
Hawley  and  others  would  employ  her  to  turn  their  coats, 
after  they  had  become  worn.  For  many  years  after  Mrs. 
Parsons  was  married,  in  1752,  there  was  no  tailor  in  town. 

Women's  Garments.  The  every-day  dress  of  women,  like  that  of 
men,  was  of  homespun  material.  It  was- 
worn  and  re  worn,  perhaps  not  so  often  made  over  as  at  the 
present  day,  but  the  goods  were  much  more  durable.  Linen 
and  woolen,  cotton  and  silk  were  used.  Almost  every  one 
purchased  "speckled  calico,"  but  ordinarily  not  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  for  dresses.  A  material  called  "garlix" 
or  "  gar  let,"  was  in  great  demand.  It  was  a  species  of 
linen,  indispensable  in  every  household.  "Lockram"  was 
much  used  by  both  sexes  for  undergarments,  before  people 
manufactured  cloth  of  flax  for  that  purpose.  "Slesy"^ 
(silecia)  was  another  kind  of  cloth  much  in  use.  The  fash- 
ions were  plain,  and  the  dresses  were  intended  for  service 
rather  than  show.  There  was  always  a  dress  for  Sunday 
of  better  material  and  more  fashionable  cut  than  the  work- 
ing-day garments.  It  was  preserved  with  great  care  for 
many  years  and  sometimes  for  more  than  one  generation. 
Women  bought  many  things  of  the  merchants,  but  very 
few  dress-goods.     Most  of  the  material  used  for  gowns  and 
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undergarments  was  made  at  homo.  It  was  coarse  and 
heavy,  but  well  made  and  substantial.  The  trimmings 
were  of  the  greatest  imj)()rtance,  and  these  with  aprons, 
■**  scarves,"  hoods,  stays,  and  articles  of  neckwear  were 
purchased  at  the  stores.  Apparently  everyone  was  her 
own  dressmaker,  and  though  there  may  have  been  sewers 
who  made  themselves  useful  throughout  the  town,  dress- 
making establishments  did  not  flourish  in  the  country.  No 
bonnets  seem  to  have  been  sold  in  those  days,  milliners 
were  unknown,  and  the  traders  dealt  in  nothing  that  is 
named  as  belonging  to  the  head,  except  hoods,  and  very  lit- 
tle for  the  feet.  Some  bought  hats  at  the  hatters,  and 
•others,  hoods,  coifs,  etc.,  of  the  storekeepers.  The  shoe- 
makers made  all  the  shoes,  the  ladies  knit  their  own,  as 
well  as  the  family  stockings  and  mittens,  and  manufac- 
tured most  of  their  own  head-gear.  ^ 

A  Girrs  Setting  Out.     Miudwell,    daughter   of    John   Lyman   of 
Northampton,    married     John    Montague 
Jr.,  of  Hadley,  in  3712.    She  had  for  her  "setting  out"  the 
followinar  articles  :  — 


chairs,  and  one  great  chair 


0.16.6 


Pillion  and  Pillion  Cloth     .....  0.05.0 

Spinning  Wheel,  flyers,  &  Spindle  &  quill    .  .  0.06.0 

Pr  Andirons  15%  Slice  and  tongs  11''.  .  .  1.06.0 

Trammel  4%  Warming  Pan  16^  ,  .  .  1.00.0 

Frying  pan  6%  Iron  Kettle  11^        .  .  .  .  0.17.0 

Iron  Pot  14%  Brass  Kettle  68=  .  .  .  .  4.02.0 

7  pewter  platters  45"  ....  .  2.05.0 

6  pewter  plates  7^  6'',  Tin  pan  3*  6'»      .  .  .  0.11,0 

3  Basons,  Salt  cellar,  7  porringers  dram  cup  and  ten 

tumblers  ......  0.12.0 

Chamber  pot  4%  Beer  qt.  pot  7'  4'',  and  5  alchemy 

spoons  7 M*"  ......  0.11.4  sic 

2  brass  skillets  with  frames  ....  0.10.0 

Box  and  irons  5"  6',  Candlestick  1*      .  .  •  0.06.6 

Vinegar  Earthen  jug  &  other  Earthen    .  .  .  0.05.0 

1  Wonieu  did  much  needlework  outside  of  their  own  families.  They  made  gar- 
ments of  all  kinds  for  men,  women  and  children.  Early  in  the  last  century  the  aver- 
.age  price  for  making  a  gown  was  3s.  6d.,  though  a  crape  gown  cost  4s.,  while  one  of  a 
more  ordinary  kind  cost  but  Is.  6d,  ;  for  making  stays  5s.  6d.  was  charged  ;  for  a  pair 
of  leather  breeches,  5s.  ;  for  a  coat  and  jacket,  3s.  Gd.  ;  linen  breeches,  2s.  6d.  Sam- 
uel Pomeroy  Jr.,  was  a  tailor  in  1720.  He  cut  and  made  men's  garments  and  was 
■called  "  stitcher"  Pomeroy." 
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2  wooden  bowls,  3  dishes  3  platters  &  10  trenchers  0.04.8 

Clipboard  60%  carved  chest  30^      ....  4.10.0 

Plain  chest  5%  Table  12^  .  .  .  .  0.17.0 

Looking  glass  &  drinking  glass     .  .  .  .0.03.0 

Trunk  6%  4  Cushons  6'  ....  0.12.0 

Feather  bed,  bolster,  pillows  &  beers      .  .  .  6.00.0 

Coverlids  60%  Curtains  &  Valence  48=^  .  .  5.00.0  sic 

4  prs.  pillow  beers,  6  napkins,  2  table  cloths,  8  towels 

&  a  cupboard  cloth       .....  1.08.0 

11  sheets  95^         ......  4.15.0 

37.03.0" 


CHAPTER  II. 


FATHKR    RALE  S    WAR. 


Another  War  Cloud  After  ail  interval  of  peace,  lasting  some- 
Darkens  the  Hori-  tiling  less  than  ten  years,  another  Indian 
war  broke  out  in  the  eastern  section  of  the 
colony.  During  that  brief  period  the  towns  scattered  along 
the  banks  of  the  Connecticut,  recovered  from  the  disasters 
of  former  conflicts,  and  became  thrifty  and  prosperous. 
The  twice  abandoned  town  of  Northfield  had  been  perma- 
nently reoccupied,  Deerfield  had  greatly  increased  in  wealth 
and  population,  and  a  new  settlement  had  been  commenced 
at  Swampfield  (Sunderland). 

England  and  France  The  f  ourtli  couflict  witli  the  Indians,  known 
not  e  n  g  a  g  e  d  1  n  as  Father  Rale's  war,  was  not  an  interna- 
tional conflict.  In  it  England  and  France 
took  no  active  part.  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire 
only  were  engaged  in  hostilities  with  the  tribes  inhabiting 
what  is  now  the  State  of  Maine.  The  Indians  with  whom 
it  was  waged,  while  not",  openly  aided  by  the  French  in 
Canada,  were  secretly  encouraged  by  the  government  of 
that  country.  Though  active  hostilities  were  in  progress 
but  four  years,  and  though  the  principal  battle-ground  was 
in  the  far  eastern  section  of  the  province,  there  was  uni- 
versal alarm  along  the  western  frontier,  and  the  valley 
towns  were  in  a  state  of  constant  trepidation.  While  little 
actual  bloodshed  occurred  in  this  section,  there  were  occa- 
sional inroads,  and  uninterrupted  vigilance  and  circum- 
spection were  demanded.  Anything  more  than  a  brief 
summary  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  rupture  is  unnec- 
essary in  this  connection. 

1  6 
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The  Abenaki  I  n  -  By  tliG  treaty  of  Uti'echt,  Acadia  and  Nova 
diaus  encourag-  gcotia  caiue  iiito  the  possession  of  Great 
uitJ'^to*  Oppose  Britain.  But  the  Abenaki  Indians,  inhabi- 
the  English.  ting  that  territory,  disputed  the  claims  of 

the  English,  when  the  latter  began  to  repeople  the  aban- 
doned settlements  and  establish  new  ones.  The  red  men 
could  not  understand  how  their  allies  could  have  relin- 
quished the  country  to  their  common  enemies.  Appealing 
to  the  French  in  Canada  to  ascertain  if  the  country  had 
changed  owners,  they  were  encouraged  to  resist  the  ad- 
vance of  the  English,  and  claim  proprietorship  in  the  soil. 
The  boundaries  of  these  two  provinces  had  not  been  clear- 
ly defined,  and  a  controversy  arose  concerning  them.  Hav- 
ing been  advised  that  the  treaty  with  the  English  made  no 
mention  of  their  territory,  the  Abenakis  decided  to  resist 
any  further  occupancy  of  their  hunting-grounds.  For 
more  than  twenty-five  years  missions  had  been  established 
by  the  Jesuits  among  these  tribes,  by  means  of  which  they 
obtained  a  powerful  ascendency  over  the  Indians.  Most 
conspicuous  among  these  institutions  was  that  of  Father 
Rale,  and  it  was  owing  mainly  to  his  influence  that  the 
Abenakis  were  constrained  to  oppose  the  further  intrusion 
of  the  English.  An  attempt  was  made  to  establish  a  Prot- 
estant mission,  in  order  to  counteract  in  some  degree  the 
influence  of  the  Catholics,  but  it  met  with  no  success,  and 
on  its  final  abandonment,  left  but  an  intensified  bitterness 
of  feeling  that  only  paved  the  way  for  future  hostilities. 

War  Declared.  Gov.  Shutc,  ill  1717,  negotiated  a  satisfac- 

tory treaty  with  the  Abenakis,  which  was 
observed  for  three  years.  But  when  on  the  death  of  the 
old  chief,  he  attempted  to  renew  it,  he  was  thwarted  by 
Jesuit  influence.  Finding  that  it  was  impossible,  owing  to 
the  instructions  of  Father  Rale,  to  carry  on  further  nego- 
tiations. Gov.  Shute,  in  Dec.  1721,  sent  an  armed  force  to 
capture  the  priest.  Having  been  notified  of  its  approach, 
the  latter  fled  to  the  woods.  His  papers  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  English,  and  his  perfidy,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Canada,  already  suspected,  was  amply  confirmed. 
In  June  following,  the  Indians,  under  instructions  from 
Father  Rale,  went  on  the  war-path,  captured  a  number  of 
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persons  near  Merry  Meeting  Bay,  and  burned  the  town  of 
Brunswick.  During  tins  time  negotiations  for  a  settlement 
of  these  troubles  were  in  progress  with  Vaudreuil,  Gov.  of 
Canada ;  but  while  apparently  friendly  towards  Massachu- 
setts, he  adroitly  managed  to  foil  them  all.  It  was  in  con- 
nection with  this  service  that  Joseph  Kellogg  and  Thomas 
Baker  visited  Canada,  ^  as  bearers  of  dispatches.  Though 
hostile  acts  had  been  performed  by  both  parties,  no  formal 
declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Massa- 
chusetts was  made  till  July,  1722.  At  the  same  time  a 
bounty  of  £15,  which  was  soon  after  increased  to  £100,  was 
offered  for  every  Indian  scalp  obtained.  A  body  of  Eng- 
lish troops  was  at  once  dispatched  to  the  scene  of  opera- 
tions, and  the  Abenakis  were  reinforced  by  nearly  200  In- 
dians sent  from  Canada. 

Commanders  in  The  immediate  theater  of  the  war  was 
Hampshire  County,  remote  f rom  tliis  sectiou  of  the  Province, 
but  it  was  uncertain  how  soon  a  horde  of 
savages  might  invade  the  Hampshire  villages.  Prepara- 
tions for  the  defence  of  the  valley  towns  were  promptly 
begun.  Col.  John  Stoddard  was  second  in  command  in 
the  county,  under  the  venerable  Col.  Samuel  Partridge  of 
Hatfield,  then  in  his  77""  year.  Capt.  Samuel  Barnard  of 
Deerfield,  with  ninety  men  garrisoned  the  towns  of  North- 
field  and  Deerfield.  His  company  contained  sixteen  men 
from  Northampton,  and  was  in  the  service  from  July  to 
November.  Both  towns  were  put  in  a  good  posture  for 
defence,  and  scouts  were  sent  up  the  Connecticut  River, 
eastward  to  the  great  Monadnock,  and  across  the  Ashuelot 
and  Contocook  Rivers.  No  enemy,  however,  appeared  dur- 
ing that  year. 

Attempts  to  Nego-     When  it  bccame  known  that  Vaudreuil  was 
tiate  with  the      giving   encouragcment   to   the   eastern   In- 

Canada  Indians.  ,.  »  j_       i_     •         i    i       j.  xi,      j.    •^ 

dians,  fears  were  entertained  lest  the  tribes 
in  Canada,  influenced  by  the  French,  should  declare  war 
a,nd  attack  the  western  towns.  Attempts  were  made  to 
form  treaties  of  neutrality  with  them,  but  without  success, 
for  the  French  had  already  arrayed  them  against  the  Eng- 

1    See  vol.  1,  p.  490. 
3 
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lish.  It  was  considered  of  the  first  importance  to  conciliate 
the  Indian  nations,  and  either  to  secure  their  alliance  or  a 
pledge  from  them  to  observe  strict  neutrality.  Commis- 
sioners were  sent  to  negotiate  with  the  Five  Nations  in 
1721,  Col.  Stoddard  being  one  of  them.  A  proposition 
was  entertained  for  a  conference  with  a  delegation  from  the- 
Indian  nations  to  be  held  at  Deerfield,  but  it  was  not  carried 
out.  Negotiations  were  resumed  in  the  fall  of  the  follow- 
ing year,  which  resulted  in  an  Indian  delegation  being  sent 
to  Boston  in  August,  1723.  But  no  arrangement  could  be 
made  with  the  red  men.  While  professing  friendship,  and 
eagerly  accepting  the  presents  offered,  they  were  averse  to 
joining  in  open  hostilities,  though  permission  was  granted 
to  their  young  men  to  take  service  with  the  English  on 
their  own  responsibility.  It  was  feared  that  the  Canada 
Indians,  piqued  by  these  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
white  men,  would  at  once  swoop  down  upon  the  river 
settlements. 

Gray  Lock  Appears.  Thcsc  forcbodiugs  wcre  iu  a  mcasurc  real- 
ized when  Gray  Lock,  with  four  compan- 
ions, appeared  on  the  northern  frontiers  about  the  middle 
of  August.  Two  men  were  killed  at  Northfield,  three  at 
Rutland,  and  two  others  captured.  In  the  latter  encoun- 
ter, one  of  the  Indians  was  shot  and  another  wounded. 
The  marauders  fled  to  Canada  with  their  prisoners,  both  of 
whom  were  subsequently  redeemed.  Gray  Lock  was  one 
of  the  chieftains  with  whom  an  alliance  had  been  sought. 

Cavalry  Ordered       At  tliis  time  there  werc  two  companies  of 
on  Duty.  cavalry   in   Hampshire  County,  one  under 

the  command  of  Capt.  Henry  D wight  of 
Hatfield,  and  the  other  commanded  by  Capt.  Adijah  Dewey 
of  Westfield.  Capt.  Dewey  was  ordered  by  Col.  Partridge, 
on  the  30^''  of  August,  to  march  to  the  upper  towns  with 
his  company,  to  serve  fourteen  days,  ''  scouting  and  repair- 
ing to  the  places  of  most  danger."  He  was  then  to  be  re- 
lieved by  Capt.  Dwight's  company,  and  they  were  to  serve, 
relieving  each  other  every  two  weeks,  for  a  campaign  of 
eight  weeks.  Intelligence  was  received  from  Albany  that 
a  body  of  fifty  Indians  had  crossed  the  lake,  September  1^', 
with  the  intention  of  attacking  the  frontier  towns.    On  the 


1721-17-23.]  FATHER   rale's   WAR.  19 

11'"  of  October  Capt.  Dewey  was  ordered  to  march  forth- 
with to  Deerfield,  send  one  lialf  his  company  to  Northfield 
to  guard  the  people  while  gathering  their  harvest,  and  to 
range  and  scout  the  woods  to  the  northwest. 

Assault  on  North-     Tliese  orders  came  too  late  ;  the  enemy  were 
field.  at    their   bloody   work   before   the    troops 

received  them.  On  the  9"'  the  Indians 
assaulted  a  party  of  men  at  work  in  the  Northfield  mead- 
ows. One  man  was  killed,  two  were  wounded,  and  a  third, 
Samuel  Dickinson,  captured  and  taken  to  Canada.  He  had 
been  previously  taken  prisoner  at  Hatfield.  In  June  of  the 
following  year  he  was  redeemed,  and  returned  to  Deerfield, 
bringing  important  information  concerning  the  movements 
of  the  enemy.  After  this  alarm  a  company  of  Connecticut 
troops  was  on  duty  at  Northfield  four  weeks.  In  Novem- 
ber the  General  Court  ordered  that  a  company  of  forty  men 
should  be  enlisted,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Joseph  Kellogg,  who  was  commissioned  as  its  Captain. 
This  company  remained  at  Northfield  during  the  winter. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Capt.  Benjamin  Wright,  whose  exploits 
Wright  offers  form  a  brilliant  page  in  the  history  of  his 
time  (being  then  a  resident  of  Northfield), 
proffered  his  services  to  the  government,  asking  the  ' '  lib- 
erty of  commanding  forty  or  fifty  men  to  go  on  the  track 
of  this  army,  which  came  to  Northfield,  as  far  as  Otter 
Creek,  and  then  round  to  White  River  and  home  by  Con- 
necticut River."  Col.  Stoddard,  about  this  time,  suggested 
that  an  expedition  to  St.  Francis,  the  headquarters  of  the 
Canada  Indians,  would  be  of  great  service,  and  that  four 
hundred  men  would  be  sufficient.  But  "as  the  winter  was 
far  advanced,''  it  was  not  thought  "best  to  attempt  the 
march,  but  of  service  to  send  forty  or  fifty  men  to  Otter 
Creek  and  White  River."  Nothing,  however,  was  done  at 
this  time. 

A  Blockhouse  Built     Wlieii  affairs  became  serious  and  threaten- 
above  Northfield.      ii^g^    the   authorities  decided  to   construct 
a  blockliouse  above  Northfiekl,  and  there 
maintain  a  garrison,  for  the  purpose  of  scouting  along  the 
frontier,  and  giving  seasonable  warning  of  the  approach  of 
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an  eiiem5\  Authorized  l)y  tlie  Legislature  on  the  37'''  of 
December,  1733,  it  was  built  on  "  Equivalent  Lands"  in  the 
town  of  Brattleboro,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Connecticut 
Biver,  on  what  is  now  known  as  "Brooks  Farm,"^  Col. 
Stoddard  was  ordered  to  superintend  the  building  of  the 
fort.  In  Februarj^  1734,  he  writes  that  he  had  committed 
the  work  to  Lieut.  Timothy  Dwight  of  Northampton,  who 
had  under  him  a  detail  of  "'4  carpenters,  12  soldiers  with 
narrow  axes,  and  3  teams."  The  structure  was  built  of 
yellow  jmie  logs,  hewn  and  laid  up  after  the  manner  of  an 
ordinary  log  house.  This  blockhouse  was  about  one  hun- 
dred eighty  feet  square,  houses  being  built  against  the 
walls,  leaving  the  center  open  and  unobstructed,  for  a 
parade-ground. 

Opposition  to  the      Allusious   in   the    correspondence    of    Col. 
Buiidiug  of  the      Stoddarcl,   indicate  that  there  was  consid- 

Blockhouse.  ,1  ...  •       -\t       j.n  j.  •£         x   • 

erable  opposition  m  JMorthampton,  it  not  in 
other  places,  to  the  establishment  of  this  fort.  In  Novem- 
ber, Col.  Stoddard  writes,  "  Many  find  fault  with  it  (the 
blockhouse),  some  out  of  ignorance,  and  more  out  of  per- 
verseiiess."  The  op]iosition,  however,  amounted  to  but  lit- 
tle, and  was  not  long  continued.  It  had  some  effect  upon 
the  political  fortunes  of  Col.  Stoddard,  and  contributed 
largely  to  his  defeat  in  the  contest  for  representative  in  that 
year,  though  dissatisfaction  with  the  Sewer  Commission, 
already  noted, ^  had  perhaps  as  great  an  influence.  The 
fort  was  of  great  value  during  the  war,  and  served  an  ex- 
cellent purpose.  Col.  Stoddard  frequently  alludes  to  its 
utility.  Writing  to  Gov.  Dummer,  in  August,  he  says  :  — 
' '  No  party  of  the  enemy  hath  passed  the  fort  without  being 
discovered,  which  has  been  the  means  of  preserving  many 
lives."  For  some  time  after  its  erection  it  was  known  as 
the  ''Blockhouse,"  but  was  afterwards  named  "Fort 
Dummer,"  by  Capt.  Dwight,  in  honor  of  the  then  acting- 
Governor  of  the  Province.  Capt.  Dwight.  with  a  company 
of  fifty-five  men,  held  command  of  the  fort  during  the 
war.  According  to  his  report,  its  cost  in  labor  and  mate- 
rials was  £356.4.1. 

1  Sheldon's  History  of  Deerflekl,  vol.  1,  p.  407. 

2  Vol.  1,  p.  521. 
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Lieut.  Seari,  Chap-  Wlieii  Capt.  Dwiglit  was  Ordered  to  build 
lain  Daniel  ^jyd  gaiTisoii  the  blockhouse,  he  selected 
for  his  second  in  command  Lieut,  Elisha 
Searl,  who  wlien  a  boy,  had  been  captured  by  tlie  Indians 
at  Pascommiick,  carried  to  Canada,  and  afterwards  re- 
turned. 1  Col.  Stoddard  thus  endorses  him  :  "  He  is  now  a 
Sergeant  under  Capt.  Kellogg  ;  was  put  in  at  the  request  of 
the  assembly,  on  his  return  from  Canada,  where  he  had 
long  been  a  prisoner.  He  seems  to  be  a  discreet  and  care- 
ful man.""  Capt.  Dwight  had  not  long  been  on  duty  at  the 
new  fort,  before  he  applied  for  a  Chaplain.  He  writes  : 
"We  shall  lead  a  heathenish  life,  unless  a  chaplain  be 
allowed"  them.  Consequently,  in  July  his  request  was 
granted  by  the  appointment  of  Daniel  Dwight^  of  North- 
ampton, who  served  two  years.  His  salary  was  £100.  The 
muster-roll  of  Capt.  D wight's  company  contains  the  names 
of  but  three  Northampton  men.  Captain,  Liieutenant,  and 
Chaplain. 

Col.  Stoddard  Sug-  In  Marcli,  Col.  Stoddard  reiterated  the  pro- 
gests  the  use  of  posal  of  his  father,  made  twenty  years  be- 
fore,-'' that  dogs  should  be  used  in  the  pur- 
suit of  Indians.  Another  twenty  years  passed,  however, 
before  the  suggestion  was  carried  into  effect  in  this  vicini- 
ty. In  a  letter  dated  Northampton,  March  37'",  1724,  Col. 
Stoddard  writes :  — 

"If  the  Indians  do  not  join  us  shortly,  it  will  be  best  that  a  number 
of  good  dogs  be  provided,  which  I  hope  may  near  as  well  answer  our 
design,  for  I  think  they  mnj  be  instructed  to  pursue  an  enemy,  and  if 
they  should  kill  an  Indian  it  will  more  effectually  prevent  their  coming 
than  the  killing  of  20  in  any  other  way." 

Indians  to  Serve  in     Fort  Duuimer  was  an  outpost,  headquarters 
the  Fort.  of  observation,  from  which  scouting  parties 

were  sent  in  all  directions,  and  as  Indians 
were  thought  to  be  expert  in  such  Inisiness,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  engage  them  for  service  there.  Capt.  Kellogg  was 
sent  to  Albany  to  enlist  them,  but  few  only  were  obtained, 
and  those  who  were  employed  were  careful  to  absent  1  hem- 
selves  when  any  fighting  was  to  be  done. 

1  Vol.  1.  p.  496. 

2  Daniel  Dwight  was  the  third  son  of  Nathaniel  Dwight  of  Northampton,  and  was 
afterwards  a  minister  at  Charlestown,  S.  C. 

3  Vol.  1.  p.  477. 


22  HISTORY    OF    NORTHAMPTON.  [1724. 

Garrisons  in  North-  Garvisons,  composed  largely  of  men  from 
field  and  Deer-  ^lie  valley  towns,  Were  kept  constantly  in 
Nortlifield  and  Deerfield.  Capt.  Kellogg 
was  in  command  there,  liis  Lieutenant  being  John  Pom- 
eroy  of  Northampton.  The  utmost  vigilance  was  required 
to  ward  off  threatened  danger.  Reports  that  bands  of  In- 
dians were  seen  in  various  directions,  were  frequent,  and 
traces  of  them  were  everywhere  visible. 

Disaster  at  Hatfield.  Gray  Lock,  who  had  returned  to  the  scene 
of  his  former  exploit,,  made  an  attack  on 
the  18"'  of  June,  upon  a  party  of  men  who  were  haying 
about  three  miles  above  Hatfield.  Benjamin  Smith  was 
killed  and  Aaron  Wells  and  Joseph  Allis  taken  captive. 
The  savages  also  killed  two  oxen  in  one  of  the  farm  wagons 
and  disappeared  as  suddenly  as  they  came.  Col.  Partridge 
immediately  sent  out  men  in  different  directions  in  pursuit, 
but  as  usual,  the  enemy  escaped.  JosejDh  Allis  was  killed 
the  next  day,  and  a  detachment  of  twenty-one  men,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  already  ordered  out,  started  for  Otter  Creek. 
■  It  was  commanded  by  Sergt.  Joseph  Clesson  and  Joseph 
Wait,  both  of  whom  were  Northampton  men.  They  suf- 
fered greatly  in  their  hurried  and  hazardous  pursuit. 
When  they  started  ' '  they  were  Lusty  &  in  good  j^light — 
Effective  men;"  when  they  returned  they  were  "much 
emaciated  &  their  feet  so  Swolen  and  galled  that  they  could 
scarce  Travel."  Gray  Lock  spent  the  summer  hovering 
about  the  settlements,  and  succeeded  in  killing  several  men 
in  different  towns.  His  headquarters  were  at  Missisquoi 
Bay,  just  above  the  Vermont  line  in  Canada, 

Scarcity  of  Men.  The  ueccssity  for  constant  scouting  so  de- 
pleted the  settlements  of  men  that  there 
were  not  enough  left  to  carry  on  the  customarj^  work  and 
do  guard-duty.  The  need  of  additional  soldiers  in  every 
town  was  most  conclusively  shown  by  the  above  attack. 
On  this  point  Col.  Partridge  writes  :  — 

"  Our  Towns  all  the  day  are  so  emptied  of  men  that  we  are  veiy 
much  exposed  &  the  Enemy  seem  to  shape  there  course  upon  the  lower 
Towns  and  our  men  abroad  at  their  work  in  a  moments  tyme  may  be 
shot  down  before  anything  can  be  seen  who  it  is  that  doth  it." 
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In  this  connection  Joseph  Hawley  writes  from  North- 
ampton to  Col.  Partridge,  suggesting  that  this  and  other 
towns  should  have  eight  or  ten  men  to  scout  and  do  guard 
duty,  and  that  stores,  especially  Indian  shoes  and  "  biscake," 
should  be  ])rovided  in  each  town. 

An  Indian  Ambus-      Traces  of  a  party  of  Indians,  to  the  number 
ca<se-  of  forty,  were  discovered  on  the  east  side  of 

Connecticut  River,  in  June.  Col.  Partridge 
•ordered  out  forty  men  from  Northampton,  Hadley,  and 
Hatfield  to  follow  the  enemy  and  protect  Sunderland. 
Another  detachment  led  by  Capt.  Wells,  went  from  Deer- 
field,  on  the  same  errand.  Neither  party  discovered  any 
Indians  and  it  was  believed  that  the  savages  had  fled.  As 
the  men  from  Deerfield  were  returning  in  fancied  security, 
the  leading  file  was  fired  upon  by  Indians  in  ambuscade, 
about  three  miles  above  that  place,  and  Ebenezer  Sheldon^ 
of  Northampton,  Thomas  Colton  and  Jeremiah  English,  a 
friendly  Indian,  were  killed.  The  soldiers  immediately 
charged  upon  the  enemy,  as  they  were  scalping  the  slain, 
but  they  fled  into  the  woods  and  escaped,  though  briskly 
pursued.  Ten  packs  were  recovered,  and  it  was  afterwards 
ascertained  that  two  of  the  Indians  died  of  their  wounds. 
Ebenezer  Sheldon  was  the  son  of  Ebenezer,  and  grandson 
•of  Isaac  Sheldon,  the  first  of  the  name  who  settled  in 
Northampton.  He  was  about  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
and  a  member  of  the  military  company  stationed  at  Deer- 
:field. 

Proclamation  against  While  these  bloody  tragedies  were  in  pro- 
seiiing  L  i  q  <i  <)  r  to  gress,  while  it  was  uncertain  whether  the 
crops  upon  which  the  inhabitants  de- 
pended for  their  subsistence  could  be  gathered,  while  the 
government  was  straining  every  nerve  to  conciliate  the 
western  tribes,  and  treat  with  those  in  Canada,  sending 
them  thousands  of  pounds  in  presents,  while  soldiers  were 
scarce,  and  the  air  was  thick  with  rumors  of  hostile  inva- 

1  "  There  is  a  tradition  in  the  Sheldon  family  that  Ebenezer  was  killed  by  a 
hatchet  thrown  by  one  of  the  enemy,  which  stuck  in  his  skull  ;  that  he  wore  silver 
shoe  buckles,  which  an  Indian  was  trying  to  get  off  when  interrupted  by  the  fire  of 
Capt.  Wells.  The  buckles  were  bent  in  the  attempt,  but  not  secured.  The  hatchet 
and  the  buckles  were  long  kept  in  the  Sheldon  family  at  Northampton,  as  memen- 
toes of  that  bloody  day."— Sheldon's  History  of  Deerfield.  vol.  1,  p.  421. 
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sion,  there  were  men  living  within  the  sound  of  the  guns 
that  killed  their  neighbors  and  friends,  so  lost  to  all  sense- 
of  honor  and  patriotism,  as  to  furnish  fire-water  to  the  In- 
dians, receiving  for  it  in  many  instances,  the  very  gifts 
which  the  government  had  just  presented  to  them.  So 
pronounced  had  this  evil  become  that  Lieut.  Gov.  Dum- 
mer,  in  June,  was  forced  to  issue  his  proclamation  against 
the  nefarious  practice.     He  says  :  — 

"Divers  evil  minded  persons,  especially  in  Hampshire  County,  for 
the  sake  of  lucre,  have  taken  and  received  arms,  aminunition,  clothing 
and  provisions  of  divers  Indians  of  the  5  nations  for  strong  drink,  sold 
to  them  contrary  to  law,"  and  wai'ns  them  not  to  continue  the  evil 
practice. 

Aid  Solicited  from      Rumors  froui  Canada  of  the  departure  of 
Connecticut.  seveu  hundred  Indians  in  small  squads  to 

slay  and  pillage  in  New  England,  added 
greatly  to  the  alarm  in  the  valley,  and  upon  their  confirma- 
tion an  appeal  was  made  to  Connecticut  for  reinforcements. 
Gov.  Saltonstall  sent  up  Capt.  Goodrich  with  seventy-five 
men,  Capt.  Walter  Butler  with  thirty  men,  and  a  company 
of  forty-two  Indians.  The  first  named  company  and  the 
Indians  remained  only  a  short  time,  but  Capt,  Butler  and 
his  command  stayed  till  October. 

Conference  with  the     Col.  Stoddard  and  Col.  Scliuylcr,  appointed 
Five  Nations.  to  treat  with  the  Indians,  were  in  confer- 

ence with  them  for  several  months.  Capt. 
Kellogg  acted  as  interpreter,  and  in  company  with  Capt. 
Ebenezer  Pomeroy,  of  Northampton,  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  commissioners,  went  to  Albany  in  the 
latter  part  of  May.  Negotiations  were  continued  during 
the  month  of  June,  and  on  the  3"^  of  July,  a  treaty  of  peace 
was  concluded  with  the  Canada  Indians,  and  a  covenant 
made  with  the  Five  Nations.  The  latter  undertook  to  per- 
suade the  eastern  Indians  to  treat  for  peace,  and  in  case 
they  refused,  agreed  to  compel  them  to  do  so  by  force  of 
arms.  This  arrangement,  like  so  many  others  entered  into 
with  the  red  men,  was  of  no  especial  value.  The  Five 
Nations  did  not  succeed  in  intimidating  the  Abenakis,  wha 
refused  to  make  peace  with  the  English  till  their  lands, 
were  restored  to  them  and  their  hostages  returned. 


1722-1736.1  FATHER    RALE'S    WAR.  25 

Express  Messengers    Official  Communication  between  the  extrem- 
and  Couriers.  jties  of  the   Ct)mmonwealth   was   made  by- 

means  of  posts,  express  riders  or  couriers, 
always  on  horseback.  This  was  toilsome  and  difficult  in 
the  best  of  times,  but  positively  dangerous  when  the  In- 
dians were  hostile.  Yet  there  were  hardy  and  courageous 
men  constantly  employed  in  this  duty,  most  of  whom,  even 
when  the  peril  was  greatest,  went  alone.  Particularly  dur- 
ing the  wars  were  the  services  of  these  men  important  and 
valuable%  They  made  most  excellent  time,  almost  marvel- 
ous, when  the  state  of  the  country  is  taken  into  account. 
Not  only  was  the  way  beset  with  dangers  from  Indian 
scouts,  but  the  paths,  for  most  of  the  distance,  were  but 
single  trails.  Roads,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the 
word,  there  were  none,  even  within  the  limits  of  the  oldest 
plantations.  Yet  these  men  were  scarce  twenty-four  hours 
on  the  way  between  Albany  and  Northampton,  or  between 
Northampton  and  Boston.  Man  or  beast  had  little  time  for 
rest  while  on  duty. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  and  courageous  of  the  men 
emjjloyed  in  this  section,  was  Benjamin  Alvord  of  North- 
ampton. His  first  experience  was  during  this  war,  from 
1732  to  1726,  and  he  acquitted  himself  so  acceptably,  that 
his  services  were  in  demand  for  many  years  after.  While 
the  above  negotiations  were  going  forward,  he  seems  to 
have  been  almost  constantly  on  the  road.  He  started  with 
dispatches  from  Albany  on  the  19^''  of  June,  was  in  North- 
ampton the  next  day,  and  set  out  for  Boston  the  day  fol- 
lowing. Another  person  engaged  in  this  work  was  Benja- 
min King,  and  on  one  occasion  at  least,  they  went  in  com- 
pany. At  this  time  Joseph  Hawley,  in  a  letter  to  Col. 
Partridge,  writes  as  follows  :  — 

"  According  to  your  desire  I  have  procured  a  man  to  go  to  Boston  on 
his  Majts  Service  :  viz  :  Daniel  King.  *  *  *  Sir  since  I  wrote  the 
above  Benj  Alvord  is  come  from  Albany,  ordered  to  Boston,  and  to 
travel  to-day.  I  would  advise  y'  King  go  along  with  Him  think  it  to 
much  boldness  for  one  to  travel  alone  especially  upon  public  service. 
*    *    King  is  now  at  Hadly  w"'  Alvord  waiting  your  Honors  pleasure."  ^ 

The  following  year  the  horse  of  John  Kingsley  of  North- 
ampton, was  impressed  for  Alvord's  use  to  go  to  Albany, 

1    Sheldon's  History  of  Deerfleld,  vol.  1,  p.  419. 
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and  Kiiigsley  received  £4  in  payment  for  its  hire.  He 
claimed  tliat  the  horse  was  left  for  some  days  in  the  woods 
and  thereby  injured. 

The  Indians  Ret  iu      Meanwhile  the  war  continued.     Parties  of 
More  Work.  marauders  lurked  in  the  woods,    j^lunder- 

ing  at  every  opportunity,  killing,  scalping, 
or  making  prisoners  of  any  white  men  upon  whom  they 
came  unawares.  In  July,  a  party  of  savages  plundered 
several  unoccupied  houses  at  the  "  Bars"  in  Deerfield,  the 
settlers  having  retired  within  the  stockade  for  safety  dur- 
ing the  night.  A  day  or  two  afterwards  a  party  of  farmers 
at  work  in  Deerfield  north  meadow,  were  attacked  while  on 
their  way  home,  near  nightfall,  and  two  of  them  wounded. 
The  whole  country  was  alarmed,  and  in  the  upper  towns 
guards  of  thirty  or  forty  men  were  sent  out  daily,  while 
the  work  of  harvesting  was  in  progress.  Indian  signs 
were  discovered  in  Springfield,  and  the  inhabitants  peti- 
tioned for  a  guard  while  gathering  their  harvest.  They 
were  referred  to  Connecticut,  and  about  thirty  Pequots 
came  to  their  aid. 

A  Northampton  Notwithstanding  the  general  alarm  and 
Party  Attacked,  coustaut  danger  from  roving  bands  of  In- 
dians, much  carelessness  or  foolhardy  cour- 
age was  manifested  on  every  hand,  else  such  incidents  as 
the  following  had  not  occurred.  On  the  26^''  of  August, 
Nathaniel  Edwards  2'\  Abram  Miller,  Reuben  Corse,  and 
one  other,  whose  name  has  not  been  preserved,  all  from 
Northampton,  went  with  teams  to  the  vicinity  of  Bartlett's 
Mill  (Easthampton)  to  gather  flax  in  Pomeroy's  Meadow, 
on  Manlian  River.  They  were  without  a  guard,  and  evi- 
dently took  no  precautions  for  safetj^  The  Indians,  con- 
cealed by  the  roadside,  were  watching  the  party,  and  as 
they  started  to  return,  fired  upon  them,  killing  Nathaniel 
Edwards,  and  wounding  Abram  Miller.  Edwards  was 
with  the  last  team,  and  having  been  detained  at  the  ford, 
fell  behind  his  companions.  The  tragedy  occurred  "on 
the  Northampton  side  of  the  brook,  this  side  of  Ocran 
Clapps  house  "^  "nere  unto  Joseph  Bartlett's  house,  about 

1    Judd  MSS. 
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4  score  rodds  from  s'^  house,  towards  Northampton/' '  "a 
few  rods  south  of  the  residence  of  Samuel  Plielps."^  He 
ran  about  twenty  rods  after  receiving  the  fatal  wound,  and 
fell  dead.  The  savages  took  his  scalp  and  his  gun.  Miller 
and  his  companions  fled  to  Northampton,  reporting  that 
they  had  been  attacked  by  a  large  number  of  Indians.  A 
party  at  once  set  out  in  pursuit,  but  were  unable  to  find  the 
enemy.  They  brought  tlie  body  of  Edwards  back  with 
them.  A  pile  of  stones  marked  the  spot  where  he  fell,  near 
the  top  of  the  hill,  for  fifty  j^ears.  Reuben  Corse  was  the 
brother-in-law  of  Edwards.  ^  Nathaniel  Edwards  was  the 
son  of  Samuel,  and  grandson  of  Alexander  Edwards,  a  first 
settler ;  he  was  thirty-nine  years  of  age.  Within  a  few 
days,  Samuel  Edwards,  brother  of  Nathaniel,  and  several 
others  who  were  putting  hay  into  stacks  at  Baker's  Meadow 
(Florence),  were  ambushed  by  the  Indians,  but  escaped 
"unharmed. 

Edwards'  Gun  Re-     Oil  the  day  followiug  tlic  abovc  disaster,  a 
covered.  number  of  Indians  were  discovered  in  the 

vicinity  of  Westfield.  In  the  pursuit,  one 
white  man  was  wounded  and  one  Indian  killed,  upon  whom 
was  found  the  gun  of  Nathaniel  Edwards.  Noah  Ashley, 
who  shot  the  Indian,  received  £100  for  his  scalp. 

Death  of  Father      In  August  au  expedition  consisting  of  two 
Rale-  hundred   eight    men,    under    command    of 

Capts.  Harmon  and  Moulton,  was  sent  to 
destroy  the  headquarters  of  the  Abenakis  at  Norridgewock, 
and  capture  Father  Rale,  if  possible.  They  succeeded  in 
surprising  the  enemy,  and  killed  a  numl)er  of  noted  Indian 
chiefs.  The  Jesuit  Missionary  Rale,  the  instigator  and 
promoter  of  the  \\  ar,  was  among  the  slain.  He  was  killed 
in  the  heat  of  battle,  while  encouraging  his  men,  and  aid- 
ing them  in  their  own  defence.  The  town  was  plundered 
and  burned.  A  large  number  of  Indians  were  slain  and 
many  scalps  taken  to  Boston.  From  this  blow  the  Nor- 
ridgewock tribe  never  recovered,  and  the  disaster  sensibly 
dampened  the  spirits  of  the  Canada  Indians. 

1  Col.  Partridge's  Letter,  Aug.  27,  1724. 

2  Lymau"s  History  of  Easthamptou,  p.  lit. 

3  Tradition,  see  Lyman,  p.  19. 
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capt.  Loveweii's  Fa-  Capt.  Lovewell,  from  Dunstable,  with  a 
tai  Expedition.  company  of  volunteers,  made  several  expe- 
ditions against  the  eastern  tribes,  in  two  of 
which  he  was  quite  successful,  killing  a  dozen  or  more  of 
the  enemy.  In  April,  1725,  he  started  on  another  enter- 
prise, with  a  party  of  forty-four  men.  Coming  suddenly 
upon  a  large  body  of  Indians  near  Ossipee,  a  desperate 
fight  ensued,  in  which  Capt.  Lovewell  and  most  of  his  men 
were  killed. 

Another  uusuccess-  In  December,  in  response  to  a  dispatch 
fui  Peace  N ego-  f^om  Col.  Scliuyler,  stating  that  Mons. 
Vaudreuil  was  ready  to  render  assistance 
in  arranging  a  treaty  with  the  Indians.  Lieut. -Gov.  Dudley 
appointed  an  embassy,  consisting  of  his  son  William  Dud- 
ley, and  Col.  Stoddard,  to  proceed  to  Canada,  and  enter 
upon  negotiations.  The  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  ap- 
pointed Thomas  Atkinson  to  represent  that  colony.  Col. 
Stoddard  was  unable  to  accept  the  appointment.  Probably 
he  had  not  forgotten  his  diplomatic  encounter  with  the 
wily  Frenchman  twelve  years  before,  when  he  sought  the 
release  of  the  English  captives.  Samuel  Thaxter  was  sub- 
stituted, and  the  commissioners  set  out  on  their  journey. 
They  reached  Montreal  on  the  13*''  of  March,  1731,  and 
three  days  afterwards  had  their  first  interview  with  the 
French  Governor.  Several  other  conferences  were  had 
with  him,  but  with  his  usual  tact  he  parried  all  their  prop- 
ositions. It  was  not  till  the  24"'  of  April ,  that  the  Indian 
delegates  and  the  commissioners  met,  and  then  it  was  found 
that  the  former  were  in  no  mood  to  negotiate,  except  upon 
their  own  terms.  Acting  under  the  advice  of  Vaudreuil,^ 
they  demanded  the  restitution  of  their  lands,  indemnity 
for  the  death  of  Father  Rale,  and  the  demolition  of  their 

1  "  Being  persuaded  that  nothing  was  more  opposed  to  his  Majesty's  interests 
than  peace  between  the  Abenakis  and  the  English,  the  safety  of  the  Colony  on  its 
eastern  frontier  having  been  the  sole  object  of  this  war,  M.  de  Vaudreviil  thought  of 
sounding  the  chiefs  of  these  Indians  on  their  arrival  and  before  they  should  speak  to- 
the  English,  and  of  insinuating  to  them  that  it  was  not  enough  to  demand  of  the 
English  the  demolition  of  the  forts  thej-  had  built  on  the  Abenakis  territory,  and  the 
restitution  of  their  lands  and  prisoners,  but  that  the  death  of  Father  Rale  and  of  a 
great  number  of  their  people,  whom  they  had  killed,  and  the  burning  of  their  Church, 
ought  to  make  them  demand  heavy  indemnities,  without  which  they  ought  not  listen 
to  any  proposals  for  peace,  or  a  suspension  of  hostilities.'" — N.  Y.  Col.  Documents, 
vol.  9,  p.  048. 
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•church.  To  yiekl  all  that  the  A1)onakis  insisted  upon  was 
impossible,  and  the  envoys  could  only  return  home  and 
report. 

Three  Northampton  While  tliis  commission  was  Carrying  on  its 
Men  Drowned.  work,  a  large  scouting  party  was  dispatched 
towards  the  frontiers  of  Canada,  under 
Oapt.  Thomas  Wells  of  Deerfield.  On  their  return,  on  the 
24"'  of  April,  a  canoe,  containing  Lieut.  Joseph  Clesson, 
Samuel  Hannum,  Simeon  Pomeroy,  Thomas  Alexander  and 
Noah  Allen,  while  crossing  the  Connecticut,  was  upset  near 
the  mouth  of  Miller's  River,  and  Pomeroy,  Alexander  and 
Allen,  all  soldiers  from  Northampton,  were  drowned. 
Simeon  Pomeroy  was  the  son  of  Ebenezer  Pomeroy  (grand- 
son of  Medad),  and  twenty-two  years  of  age ;  Thomas 
Alexander  was  the  son  of  Nathaniel  Alexander  and  was 
twenty-eight  years  old  ;  and  Noah  Allen  was  the  son  of 
Joseph  Allen,  about  twenty-one  years  of  age.  This  was 
the  most  serious  loss  that  befell  Northampton  during  the 
war. 

In  November,  Ebenezer  Pomeroy,  Samuel  Allen,  Joseph 
Clesson,  Samuel  Hannum,  and  Nathaniel  Alexander,  peti- 
tioned in  behalf  of  themselves  and  relatives  in  the  service 
as  volunteers,  for  pay  for  clothes,  guns,  blankets,  etc.,  lost 
at  this  time.  Capt.  Pomeroy  was  allowed  90s.  ;  Lieut. 
Joseph  Clesson,  £8.5.0;  Samuel  Allen,  80s.  ;  Samuel  Han- 
num, 80s.  ;  Nathaniel  Alexander,  £5.  Alexander  repre- 
sented that  he  had  spent  a  great  part  of  his  life  in  service 
against  the  Indian  enemy,  was  now  old,  and  his  son 
Thomas  was  drowned  under  Capt.  Wells. 

Gray  Lock  and  his     The  uoted  cliief  Gray  Lock  was  quite  con- 
^o""*-  spicuous  during  this  war.     Not  only  was  the 

first  attack  in  this  county  attributed  to  him, 
but  to  his  tribe  were  charged  many  of  the  atrocities  com- 
mitted within  its  borders.  Having  formerly  lived  at  War- 
ranoak,  or  on  the  Westfield  River,  he  was  familiar  with 
this  entire  section  of  country,  and  was  able  to  accomplish 
much  mischief.  Several  attempts  were  made  to  conciliate 
him,  but  without  result.  His  headquarters  were  at  Missis- 
quoi  Bay,  within  the  borders  of  Canada,  where  he  had  a 
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fort.  From  the  opening  of  hostilities  the  authorities  cher- 
ished a  phm  for  demolishing  this  stronghold.  Its  capture 
was  included  in  the  proposed  raid  upon  the  St.  Francis  In- 
dians, and  the  fighting  captains  in  Hampshire  County  were 
eager  for  permission  to  lead  an  expedition  for  its  destruc- 
tion. But  nothing  was  accomplished,  and  it  was  not  till 
May,  1725,  that  any  decided  movement  was  made  to  that 
end.  Early  in  that  year,  Gov.  Dummer  suggested  to  Col. 
Partridge  that  Capt.  Benjamin  Wright  should  be  sent  upon 
an  expedition  to  the  Canada  frontiers.  Though  the  Gov- 
ernor ^  may  not  have  had  in  mind  Gray  Lock's  fort  as  an 
objective  point.  After  Gov.  Dummer  had  suggested  the 
enterprise  to  Col.  Partridge,  Capt.  Wright  sent  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  his  excellency  :  — 

"Northampton,  May  29,  1725. 
Sir  I  Received  an  order  from  Co"  Partridge  Pursuant  to  your  Houn- 
er's  directions  for  me,  to  wait  upon  him,  In  order  to  Inlist  men  to  Goe 
in  Quest  of  the  enemy.  Sir.  I  am  very  Willing  to  Goe  and  doe  what  I 
can  but  y*  undertaking  being  so  very  dificolt,  and  y«  fitting  out  so 
chargable  y'  the  men  Cant  Possibly  Goe  upon  y«^  Encorridgment  but  if 
there  was  a  suitable  Encorridgment,  No  doubt  but  men  would  Goe  (but 
y"  unhappy  Loss  of  y"  men  in  y"  Last  Expedition,  by  y"  missmanig- 
ment  of  y  officers^  has  very  much  disspirited  People  young  and  old) 
and  it  seems  to  me  y"  Probable  Place  to  be  attained,  and  y«  most  Sar- 
viceable  when  done,  is  Messesquicli  Gray  Lock's  fort  but  I  would  not 
Prescribe  to  your  houner,  but  only  Just  offer  my  opinion,  if  y  cannoes 
which  was  Last  vsed  In  y"  expedition,  was  secured  for  y"  Goverment  It 
Would  be  Well.     I  Remain  Sir  your  obident  and  most  Humb'''  Sar". 

Benj.  Wright. 
To  y''  Hon'''*^  Will™  Dummer  Esq. 

Left.  Gov.  &  Command""  In  chief  &c." 

Capt.  Wright's  Ex-     Col.  Partridge  advised  that  Wright's  party 
pedition.  sliould  be  allowcd  double  pay  if  "they  re- 

turn with  scalps."  Capt.  Wright  speedily 
raised  a  company  of  sixty  or  seventy  men,  started  from 
Northfield  for  Missisquoi  Bay  on  the  27"'  of  July,  and 
returned  on  the  3'^  of  September.  No  traces  of  the  enemy 
were  found  till  they  were  well  on  their  homeward  way. 
Three  Indians  were  discovered  near  Miller's  River,  but  be- 
ing mistaken  for  friends,  they  were  permitted  to  escape. 

1  In  January,  Gov.  Dummer  in  .a  letter  to  Col.  Stoddard,  regretted  that  an  attack 
had  not  already  been  made  upon  Gray  Lock's  Port.  But  Stoddard  thought  the  time 
inopportune,  as  commissioners  were  then  in  negotiation  with  the  Indians. 

2  Very  probably  he  refers  to  the  drowning  of  the  three  Northampton  soldiers, 
alluded  to  above. 
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On  the  23''  of  August,  their  ])rovisions  liaving  become 
nearly  exliausted,  the  party  turned  homeward,  not  having 
been  within  sight  of  Gray  Lock's  fort.  Capt.  Wright's 
journal,  showing  the  course  and  extent  of  the  march,  was 
forwarded  to  the  Governor,  and  has  been  several  times 
printed.  ^ 

Special  M  i  1  i  t  a  r  }•      About   the   middle   of   June,    Lieut.Gov. 
Guard  Or  d  e  r  e  d      Dummer  Ordered  that  ten  men  from  this 

for  Northampton.  ^  iiiij-iii 

town  should  be  detailed  to  scout,  guard  and 
watch  within  the  town  of  Northampton.  They  were  under 
the  control  of  Capt.  Ebenezer  Pomeroy,  but  were  com- 
manded by  Sergt.  Joseph  Clesson.  One  half  the  squad 
served  at  a  time,  alternating  every  few  days.  The  follow- 
ing twelve  names,  however,  are  upon  the  muster-roll :  — 
"Joseph  Clesson,  Sergt.  John  Miller,  Samuel  Allen,  Josiah 
Pomeroy,  and  Benjamin  Lyman,  alternately  ;  Joseph  Wait, 
Ebenezer  Corss,  Ebenezer  Kingsley,  Gideon  Parsons,  Sam- 
uel Hannum,  Medad  King  and  Joseph  Phelps,  alternately," 
They  were  on  duty  from  June  23'*  to  October  25"',  at  an  ex- 
pense for  wages  and  subsistence,  of  £135.18.4. 

Carelessness  and  its  Thus  far  the  experience  gained  in  Indian 
^^^^1*^-  warfare  seems  to  have  been  of  little  avail. 

The  folly  of  visiting  the  outskirts  of  the 
settlements  without  a  sufficient  guard,  which  had  so  often 
proved  fatal,  taught  the  people  nothing.  Although  the 
military  authorities  were  persistent  in  their  efforts  to  ob- 
tain a  sufficient  number  of  soldiers  to  protect  the  inhabi- 
tants in  their  necessary  work,  and  the  commanders  zealous 
in  their  endeavors  to  caution  and  warn  the  citizens  against 
too  great  carelessness,  men  constantly  went  about  their 
usual  employments  without  taking  reasonable  precautions 
for  safety.  On  this  point  Col.  Stoddard  writes  in  Septem- 
ber, in  a  letter  to  the  Governor,  as  follows  :  — 

"Our  people  live  too  careless,  most  of  them  live  in  secure  places  in 
the  town  where  they  depend  upon  being  alarmed  before  they  are  in 
danger  themselves.  *  *  *  i  protested  to  our  officers  against  our 
careless  way  of  living.  &  used  all  arguments  I  was  capable  of  to  per- 
suade them  to  order  a  watch  that  might  be  of  some  significancy,  in 
case  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  but  to  very  little  purpose." 

1    See  History  of  Northfleld,  pp.  310-213  ;  History  of  Deerfleld,  pp.  445,  446. 
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The  heedlessness  which  caused  the  disaster  in  this  town 
in  1724,  was  repeated  at  DeerJfield  in  the  following  year. 
In  August,  five  men  went  into  the  woods,  searching  for 
cattle,  having  but  one  gun  among  them.  They  were  way- 
laid by  Indians,  and  Dea.  Samuel  Field  of  Deerfield 
wounded.  In  September,  a  scouting  party  of  six  men,  sent 
out  from  Fort  Dummer,  was  attacked  while  at  dinner  ;  two 
of  them  were  killed,  three  were  captured  and  one  escaped 
to  tell  the  tale. 

capt  Wright  again  Scarccly  had  Capt.  Wright  returned  from 
Ordered  Out.  j^jg  expedition  (after  Graj'^  Lock)  than  he 
was  again  ordered  to  enlist  another  com- 
pany of  forty  men,  and  scour  the  woods.  He  succeeded  in 
obtaining  twenty-five  soldiers  from  among  the  northern 
troops  and  came  to  Northampton  for  the  rest.  But  the 
sudden  appearance  of  the  enemy  who  caused  the  mischief 
in  August  and  September,  brought  him  an  order  to  look 
after  the  safety  of  the  upper  towns,  and  very  materially 
delayed  his  preparations.  Col.  Stoddard  thought  that  if 
he  could  start  immediately  for  Otter  Creek,  there  might  be 
a  possibility  of  intercepting  the  marauders.  But  men  and 
stores  were  hard  to  get,  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  was  in 
arrears,  cold  weather  was  at  hand,  the  duty  was  hazardous, 
the  way  difficult,  and  the  impression  prevailed  that  the  red 
men  were  ready  to  bury  the  hatchet.  Consequently  Capt. 
Wright  did  not  get  away  until  the  10*''  of  October ;  was 
gone  about  a  week,  but  discovered  nothing. 

Peace  Declared.  Marquis  dc  Vaudrcuil  died  on  the  SS'*'  of 
October,  1725.  He  was  succeeded  by  the 
Marquis  de  Beauharnois,  and  soon  after  a  treaty  of  peace 
was  prepared.  It  was  signed  by  both  parties  at  Boston, 
December  15'",  and  ratified  at  Falmouth,  Me.,  in  August  of 
the  following  year.  Within  a  short  time  presents  to  the 
value  of  £300  were  made  to  the  Indians. 


CHAPTER  III. 

LEGISLATIVE   CONTEST — SOUTHAMPTON    SETTLED. 

The  War  Unnoticed  SCARCELY  anything  appears  upon  the  rec- 
on  the  Town  Rec-  ords  of  the  various  town-meetings  held 
°'"'^^'  during    these   eventful   years,    relative   to 

the  war.  The  condition  of  affairs  was  similar  to  that 
which  obtained  during  previous  periods  of  strife  and 
bloodshed.  There  was  the  same  sudden  enlistment  and  im- 
pressment of  soldiers,  the  same  billeting  of  men  upon  the 
inhabitants,  the  same  excitement  of  guard-mounting, 
watching,  warding  and  scouting.  The  startling  alarm,  fol- 
lowed by  the  same  quick  gathering,  the  same  hurried  pur- 
suit, was  supplemented  by  the  sad  and  melancholy  return, 
bearing  the  mutilated  remains  of  friends,  neighbors  or 
Mndred.  The  history  of  these  four  years  was  but  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  daily  life  of  the  community  during  all  those 
other  years  of  Indian  warfare.  Through  all  the  horrors  of 
the  situation,  no  notice  of  the  possible  danger,  nor  any 
suggestion  for  adequate  protection,  was  deemed  necessary 
by  the  town  in  its  corporate  capacity.  Precautions  were 
taken  to  guard  against  surprise,  and  for  safety  in  case  of  a 
raid,  but  all  these  matters  were  left  to  the  care  and  super- 
vision of  the  military  authorities.  No  real  apprehension 
of  a  concerted  attack  upon  the  town  was  at  any  time  man- 
ifested. Danger  was  most  imminent  from  roving  bands  of 
Indians,  small  detachments  of  whom  were  known  to  be 
watching  the  settlements.  As  heretofore,  men  planted 
their  fields  or  gathered  their  crops  in  constant  fear.  From 
all  quarters  came  appeals  to  the  authorities  for  guards,  lest 
interruption  to  the  work  of  the  husbandman  should  bring 
famine  and  starvation.  Throughout  the  war  the  enemy  by 
means  of  a  series  of  movements  made  by  small  bands,  kept 
the  country  in  a  state  of  constant  alarm,  and  steadily  en- 
larged their  collection  of  scalps.    No  attack  was  made  upon 
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any  town  in  the  valley,  but  tlie  Indians,  constantlj^  on  tlio 
alert,  fell  upon  such,  small  unguarded  companies  of  the  set- 
tlers, engaged  in  their  daily  tasks,  as  came  in  their  way. 

No  Fortifications  Very  little  seems  to  have  been  done  in  the 
deemed  Nee es-  way  of  fortification  during  this  war.  But 
^^^^'  a  single  item  of  that  nature  appears  upon 

the  town  books.  In  December,  1724,  among  the  accounts, 
allowed  and  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  is  one  for  five  loads  of 
"poles"  for  "M'"  Stoddard's  fort,  2  lbs.  of  candles  and 
wood  and  poles  for  the  watch,"  the  whole  amounting  to 
46s.  8d.  Mr.  Stoddard's  fort  must  have  been  either  a  pali- 
sade about  his  house,  or  a  tower  or  place  of  rendezvous  for 
the  guard.  The  former  method  of  enclosing  the  town  with 
palisades  was  not  again  employed.  A  few  years  afterwards, 
during  the  next  French  and  Indian  war,  a  system  of  forti- 
fied houses  was  adopted.  Other  "  forted  houses  "  may  have 
existed  at  this  time,  but  in  all  probability  the  fortifications, 
if  any,  were  erected  by  their  owners  and  not  at  the  public 
expense. 

Schoolmaster's  No  material  interest  of  the  town  was  neg- 
Wages  Increased,  lectcd  ill  coiisequeiice  of  the  unsettled  state 
of  affairs,  Though  the  citizens  quarrelled 
among  themselves,  they  were  apparently  united  in  carrying 
forward  the  work  of  sustaining  those  institutions  that  were 
vital  to  the  welfare  of  the  com^lunit5^  For  a  number  of 
years  the  schoolmaster  had  been  paid  at  the  rate  of  £40  per 
year.  An  increase  of  £5  was  voted  in  1725,  wlien  Mr.  Allis 
was  employed.  That  sum  was  to  be  paid  him  for  two 
years  "  provoided  He  Continue  in  the  School  among  us." 
Mr.  Samuel  Allis ^  lived  in  Hatfield,  and  there  is  an  entry 
of  3s.  paid  "for  going  to  Hatfield  after  the  schoolmaster," 
The  next  year  he  was  paid  £48. 

The  Sewer contro-  A  divisiou  of  Sentiment  of  some  years- 
versy  Becomes  a     standing,  existed  ill  the  community,  arising 

Political  Factor.        ^  .  .  .  ,        ,.    ,^  ,  n. 

troni  questions  growing  out  of  the  acts  of 
the  sewer  commission  appointed  to  change  the  channel  of 

1    Samuel  Allis  was  the  son  of  Ichabod  Allis  of  Hatfield.    He  was  graduated  at, 
Harvard  College  and  ordained  at  East  Enfield  in  1737. 
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Mill  River.  That  undertaking  and  its  successful  issue  have 
already  been  detailed. '  The  controversy  reached  its  height 
after  the  work  had  been  accomplished,  apparently  center- 
ing upon  the  matter  of  assessments.  Public  opinion  dif- 
fered in  regard  to  this  question,  and  it  entered  largely  into 
the  representative  election. 

And  upon  it  Turns  For  ten  ycars,  from  1716  to  1725,  legislative 
the  Legislative  houors  Were  divided  between  Joseph  Par- 
sons Esq.,  and  Col.  John  Stoddard.  Pre- 
vious to  this  date,  five  times  in  succession,  from  1711  to 
1715,  Mr.  Parsons  had  been  elected.  Col.  Stoddard,  then  a 
young  man,  but  of  approved  courage  and  ability,  was  first 
chosen  in  1716.  The  year  following  Mr.  Parsons  was 
elected,  and  during  the  next  three  years  Col.  Stoddard  bore 
the  honors.  In  1721,  Col.  Stoddard  was  defeated  by  Mr. 
Parsons,  but  was  again  successful  in  1722  and  1723.  Mr. 
Parsons  came  to  the  front  again  the  next  year,  and.  from  a 
sentence  or  two  in  the  correspondence  of  Col.  Stoddard,  the 
inference  may  be  drawn  that  the  sewer  quarrel  was  the 
main  cause  of  his  success,  though  dissatisfaction  with  the 
establishment  of  the  blockhouse  —  Fort  Dummer  —  may 
have  aided  in  bringing  about  that  result.  Gov.  Dum- 
mer in  a  letter  to  Col.  Stoddard,  written  in  May,  1724, 
says  :  —  "I  observe  the  choice  your  town  has  made.  I  am 
sorry  for  this  ignorance  and  ingratitude."  Col.  Stoddard 
replies,  May  22^*  : —  "I  hear  that  Mr.  Parsons  has  promised 
to  some  whom  it  suits,  two  things,  both  unreasonable  I 
think,  1^*  That  the  Block  House  shall  be  demolished  or  at 
least  slighted  ;  2*^  to  obtain  the  dismission  of  the  commis- 
sion of  the  Sewers."  The  following  year,  however,  Mr. 
Stoddard  was  again  chosen. 

Characters  of  the     Mr.  Parsons,  SOU  of  Comet  Joseph  Parsons, 
Candidates.  -^^s  an  old  man,  then  in  his  77'"  year.     He 

was  a  wealthy  landowner,  and  to  him  w^as 
accorded  that  title,  so  common  in  the  rural  districts  of 
England,  where  each  little  community  had  its  village 
squire.  One  of  the  few  among  the  early  settlers,  to  whom 
was  given  this  significant  appellation,  he  was  one  of  the 

1    See  vol.  1,  pp.  518-524. 
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most  honored,  respected  and  influential  men  in  tlie  town. 
Col.  Stoddard  also  belonged  to  the  Puritan  aristocracy. 
His  father  was  the  well-beloved  and  venerated  minister, 
and  to  the  confidence  and  popularity  commanded  by  his 
own  talents,  were  added  the  inherited  dignity  and  esteem 
that  descends  from  father  to  worthy  son.  During  these 
ten  years  Mr.  Stoddard  was  elected  representative  seven 
times,  and  Mr.  Parsons  three. 

other  coutrover-  Tliis,  howevcT,  was  ouly  oue  among  the 
sies.  Testimony      many  disscusious  that  had  occurred  in  the 

of  Jonathan  Ed-  .  ,  .  ,  ^  r-       .  i 

^j^rjjg  commuinty,   since  the   first  controvers}^  m 

which   Edward  Elmore  was  charged  with 

having  caused  a  disturbance  which  created  "'a  breach  or 

rent  in  the  town  concerning  the  Lord's  dayes  meetings."' 

Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards  bears  the  following  testimony  :  — 

"There  were  some  mighty  contests  and  controversies  among  them, 
in  Mr.  Stoddard's  day  ;  wliich  were  managed  with  great  heat  and  vio- 
lence :  some  great  quarrels  in  the  Church,  wherein  Mr.  Stoddard,  great 
as  his  authority  was,  knew  not  what  to  do  with  them.  In  one  ecclesias- 
tical controversy  in  Mr.  Stoddard's  day,  wherein  the  church  was  divided 
into  two  parties,  the  heat  of  spirit  was  raised  to  such  a  degree,  that  it 
came  to  hard  blows.  A  member  of  one  partj'  met  the  head  of  the 
opposite  party,  and  assaulted  him.  and  beat  him  immercifully.  *  * 
There  has  been  for  forty  or  fifty  years,  a  sort  of  settled  division  of  the 
people  into  two  parties,  somewhat  like  the  Court  and  country  party,  in 
England,  (if  I  may  compare  small  things  with  great).  There  have 
been  some  of  the  chief  men  in  the  town,  of  chief  authority  and  wealth, 
that  have  been  great  proprietors  of  their  lands,  who  have  had  one  party 
with  them.  And  the  other  party,  which  has  commonly  been  the  great- 
est, have  been  of  those,  who  have  been  jealous  of  them,  apt  to  envy 
them,  and  afraid  of  their  having  too  much  power  and  influence  in  town 
and  church."  ^ 

History  corro bo-  While  the  previous  history  of  the  town  too 
rates  the  State-  plainly  Corroborates  the  general  statements 
^ards.  of  Mr.  Edwards,  no  evidence  has  been  dis- 

covered in  any  way  bearing  upon  the  cause 
of  the  bitter  contest  to  which  he  alludes.  One  or  two  con- 
troversies crop  out  as  the  record  advances,  and  in  them  all 
an  evident  jealousy  between  clans  or  parties  is  plainly  no- 
ticeable. A  difference  of  opinion  whether  upon  an  ecclesi- 
astical or  any  other  question,  so  ])ronounced  as  to  lead  to 

1    Dwight's  Life  of  Edwards,  pp.  463,  464. 
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blows,  would  naturally  be  expected  to  bring  the  antago- 
nists before  the  criminal  courts,  but  no  record  of  any  such 
result  was  made.  The  acts  as  well  as  the  actors  in  that  dis- 
graceful episode,  must  remain  forever  hidden.  There 
seems  to  have  been  on  many  occasions  a  lively  clashing  of 
opinions,  which  undoubtedly  lead  to  other  heated  debates, 
and  possibly  to  other  knock-down  arguments. 

Caring  for  the  Poor.  Tliough  moasurcs  had  been  taken  early  in 
the  century  to  provide  a  poorhouse,  it  is 
not  probable  that  such  an  institution  was  in  existence  at 
this  time.  The  number  of  paupers  must  have  been  small. 
For  1728,  the  Treasurer's  account  names  but  four  per- 
sons who  were  cared  for  by  the  town,  at  an  expense  of 
£19.4,  and  they  were  distributed  among  as  many  different 
people.  Between  six  and  seven  pounds  per  year  were  paid 
for  their  entertainment,  and  in  most  cases  they  were  cared 
for  by  their  own  relatives.  A  brother  would  be  paid  for 
boarding  his  sister,  or  a  son  or  son-in-law  for  the  care  of 
his  mother.  Under  such  circumstances  there  seems  to 
have  been  little  need  for  a  poorhouse. 

Thomas  Porter's       Itcms  of  expenditure  for  the  care  of  pau- 
Bargain.  pepg  abouud.    Usually  these  accounts,  never 

very  large  to  any  individual,  were  paid  an- 
nually, but  a  departure  from  this  practice  was  made  in 
1727.  During  that  year  Thomas  Porter  was  given  a  small 
house  and  three  quarters  of  an  acre  of  land,  near  "  Bart- 
lett's  gate,"  at  the  lower  end  of  Pleasant  Street,  ''where 
His  Mother  Now  Lives,"  on  condition  "that  He  Shall  free 
and  Endemnify  the  Town  from  any  Charge  Respecting 
The  Maintenance  of  His  Mother  in  default  of  which  the  s^ 
House  and  Land  to  Revert  to  the  Town  again."  Porter 
seems  to  have  had  the  best  of  the  bargain,  for  his  mother 
died  in  the  following  year,  and  in  1730,  he  sold  the  place  to 
Jonathan  Burt  for  £40.  This  lot  was  first  granted  to  Rob- 
ert Danks.  probably  during  the  Indian  war,  he  built  a 
house  upon  it.  and  lived  there  several  years.  In  1684,  the 
town  gave  him  other  lands  in  Nashawannuck,  in  exchange 
for  the  homestead.  It  was  owned  in  more  recent  years  by 
the  late  Asahel  Wood. 
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First  Settlement  in      TliG  ppopliecy^   of  Mr.   Stocldard,  made  at 
soutiiampton.  ^\jq  opening  of  the  century,   that   "many 

young  men   would  plant   themselves"  on 
the  strip  of  land  between  Northampton  and  Westfield.  and 
that  vicinity,  "  and  so  make  a  village  in  time,"  showed  the 
first  sign  of  fulfillment  about  the  time  of  his  death.     Set- 
tlers began  to  turn  their  attention  in  that  direction  in  1729,^ 
though  definite  action  was  not  taken  till  the  following  year. 
Measures  were  then  adopted  which  resulted  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  town  of  Southampton.     A  division  of  the  land 
in  that  section  was  made  by  the  proprietors  of  Northamp- 
ton, in  1730,  and  the  first  settlers  planted  themselves  there 
permanently  during  that   and  the  succeeding  year.     This 
division  was  made  "amongst  the  original  or  ancient  pro- 
prietors, their  heirs  or  assigns  or  to  any  that  hold  by  pur- 
chase under  the  ancient  or  original  proprietors."     The  de- 
sign seems  to  have  been  to  grant  the  land  only  to  actual 
settlers,  the  conditions  being  that  they  should  occupy  their 
home  lots  within  two  years.     Some  to  whom  grants  were 
made,   declined   to  remove,   and   others  were  substituted. 
The  first  mention  of  the  new  plantation  upon  the  North- 
ampton  records   was   made  December  11,   1732,   when  an 
order  was  passed  to  "  Lay  out  a  Highway  over  the  Branch 
of  Munhan  River,  at  or  Near  Pumroy's  Meadow,  or  Some 
other  Sutable  and  Convenient  Place,  so  as  to  Accommodate 
the  New  Settlements."     Preaching  was  provided  the  next 
year,  and  Rev.  Joseph  Ashley^  was  the  first  minister  named 
as  having  been  employed  there.     In  December  of  that  year, 
Northampton  voted  to  pay  £o  to  those  persons  who  had 
advanced  that  sum  "for  Divers  Ministers  who  preached  at 
the  New  Settlement  Over  Munhan  River."     From  that  time 
onward,    appropriations   were   annually   made    to   sustain 
preaching  at  "Newtown,"  till  it  was  incorporated  as  a  Pre- 
cinct eight  years  afterwards.     Mr.   Ashley  received  fi'om 
Northampton,  £4:4,  in  1734,  for  preaching  and  board,  at  the 
"  new  phice  over  Munhan,"  and  £50  in   1735.     Two  years 
afterwards,  Mr.  Noah  Merrick  is  named  as  the  New  Town 

1  See  letter  to  Gov.  Stoughton,  vol.  1,  p.  4(i5. 

2  There  is  a  tradition  that  the  first  houses  were  bailt  in  Southampton  in  1722  or 
1724. 

3  Rev.  Joseph  Ashley  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Ashley  of  Westfleid,  and  was  gradua- 
ted from  Harvard  (?)  in  1730.     He  was  settled  as  pastor  at  Winchester,  N.  H.,  in  1736. 
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Minister,  and  he  was  paid  £4-8,     For  a  number  of  years  £63 
was  paid  to  tlie  Second  Precinct  for  ministerial  purposes. 

Trespassers  upou  the  No  soouor  liad  the  uew  Settlement  begun 
New  Town  Fined.  before  trespassiug  upon  the  territory  com- 
menced, or  rather  was  first  discovered. 
It  may  have  been  and  probably  was  practiced  with  impu- 
nity for  many  years.  People  residing  to  the  southward,  at 
Westfield  and  elsewhere,  had  been  appropriating  timber 
and  using  land  to  which  they  had  no  claim.  Consequently 
in  173|,  the  town  voted  to  prosecute 

"  all  Such  Persons  as  Have  already  or  Shall  Hereafter  Committ  any 
Trespass  on  the  Lands  belonging  to  ihe  Town  in  the  additionall  Grant 
■on  the  Southwardly  Part  of  the  Township,  and  Lying  between  the  old 
Orant  and  Westfield  bounds." 

This  action,  however,  did  not  prevent  the  continuation 
of  the  unlawful  practice.  Fourteen  years  later  Joseph 
Hawley  was  chosen  agent  to  proceed  against  all  such  tres- 
passers, and  nine  persons,  residents  of  Westfield,  were 
brought  before  the  court,  and  fines  to  the  amount  of  £73.16 
were  paid  into  the  town  treasury. 

Destruction  of  Dea.  Dca.  Ebeuezcr  Huut,  a  descendant  in  the 
Ebeuezer  Hunt's  third  generation  from  Jonathan  Hunt,  one 
of  the  first  settlers,  came  to  Northampton 
from  Lebanon,  Ct.,  about  the  year  1729.  He  was  by  trade 
■a  "  Felt  Maker,"  and  in  1730  purchased  the  homestead,  shop 
and  business  of  Benjamin  Stebbius,  at  the  corner  of  Main 
-and  South  Streets,  now  occupied  by  the  Hampshire  County 
Bank  building,  and  adjoining  stores  to  the  west  as  far  as  the 
head  of  South  Street.  On  the  night  of  January  1Q^^\  173|, 
his  shop  and  contents  were  destroyed  by  fire.  The  loss  was 
estimated  at  a  trifle  less  than  £200  ;  the  shop  being  valued 
-at  £50,  and  its  contents  at  £147.  Insurance  was  then  an 
unknown  quantity,  and  the  friends  and  neighbors  of  Dea. 
Hunt  subscribed  the  sum  of  £50  towards  reimbursing  his 
losses.  Nearly  every  person  in  town  gave  something  ;  a 
few  individuals  gave  30s.  each,  a  number  20s.,  and  the  rest 
smaller  amounts.  The  gifts  were  not  all  from  Northamp- 
ton, a  number  of  persons  residing  in  other  towns  partici- 
pating.    At  that  time  silver  was  valued  at  25s.  per  ounce. 
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It  appears  also  that  his  friends  were  liberal  in  something- 
besides  money.  Dea.  Hunt  alludes  in  his  journal  to  the 
kindness  of  his 

"  christian  friends  and  neighbors.  They  freely  contributed  in  many 
ways  to  restore  me  into  business.  In  nine  days  time  I  got  to  work  at 
my  trade  in  my  new  shop.  The  fire  happened  on  Saturday  morning  ; 
some  timber  was  got  that  day  for  another  shop  and  the  remainder  on 
Monday,  and  all  hewed  and  some  framing  done  ;  Wednesday  it  was 
raised  ;  Thursday  it  was  shingled,  boarded  and  my  bow  room  filled  in 
with  brick.  Saturday  I  did  something  at  my  trade,  and  on  Monday  I 
•was  settled  to  business."  ^ 

Baiting  Stock  Re-      In  1734,  persous  Were  prohibited  from  bait- 
stricted.  jng  cattle  or  horses  in  the  common  field  and 

leaving  them 

' '  teddered  in  the  Night  time  Nor  In  the  Day  time  Save  In  His  owne 
Land  :  or  on  Such  part  of  the  Highway  as  borders  on  His  own  Land 
and  that  No  Cows  be  at  any  time  Baited  In  s^  field  :  And  that  No  per- 
son Bait  any  Cattle  or  Horse  Kind  In  s''  field  Save  on  His  own  Land." 

1    Hunt's  Journal,  Judd  MSS. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

JONATHAN   EDWARDS   SETTLED   AS   COLLEAGUE   PASTOR. 

Pastorate  of  Rev.  Rey.  Solomoii  Stoddai'd,  tlie  Venerable  and 
Mr.  Stoddard.  venerated  minister,  liad  now  reached  liis 
8'-^''  year,  having  passed  by  three  years  the 
half  centnry  line  of  his  pastorate.  His  life  had  been  an 
nncomuionly  active  one.  Town  and  church  had  prospered 
greatly  under  his  spiritual  lead,  and  he  had  grown  old  and 
infirm  in  the  service  of  the  people. 

"  While  the  existing  members  of  the  chui'ch.  with  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion, regarded  him  as  their  spiritual  father,  all  the  acting  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  had  grown  up  under  his  ministry,  and  had  been  accus- 
tomed, from  infancy,  to  pay  a  respect  to  his  person  and  character,  and 
a  deference  to  his  opinions,  such  as  children  pay  to  those  of  a  loved 
and  venerated  parent."  ^ 

Since  his  ordination  the  town  had  suffered  the  miseries, 
uncertainties  and  vicissitudes  of  four  Indian  wars.  Friends 
and  neighbors  had  been  killed,  wounded  or  carried  away 
captive  ;  houses  had  been  burned  ;  seasons  of  want  and 
hardship  had  intervened ;  and  yet  notwithstanding  all 
these  discouragements  the  town  had  increased  in  wealth 
and  population,  and  great  additions  had  been  made  to  the 
church.  Always  interested  in  the  material  as  well  as  spir- 
itual welfare  of  the  town,  zealous  for  everything  that 
tended  to  its  pros]3erity,  few  questions  of  real  importance 
concerning  its  best  interests,  were  decided  without  the  ap- 
proval of  the  venerable  pastor.  The  large  congregation 
was  by  no  means  harmonious,  either  in  an  ecclesiastical  or 
worldly  point  of  view.  Wrangling  and  contention  were 
rife,  and  rare  tact  and  judgment  were  required  to  guide  or 
arbitrate  between  them.  But  with  the  expansion  and  in- 
crease of  the  town  came  more  arduous  and  exacting  labors 

1     Dwight's  Life  of  President  Edwards,  p.  109. 
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for  the  minister.  Up  to  this  time  he  had  performed  all 
his  duties  unaided,  but  the  weight  of  years,  together  with 
other  accumulating  infirmities,  rendered  assistance  in  his 
work  imperatively  necessary.  So  feeble  had  he  become 
that  only  with  great  difficulty  was  he  able  to  preach  more 
than  once  on  the  Sabbath,  When  his  people  began  to 
realize  the  true  condition  of  affairs,  they  at  once  and  with- 
out hesitation  set  about  providing  a  colleague.  However 
much  they  may  have  been  divided  upon  other  matters,  they 
were  united  and  generous  upon  this  proposition.  At  a 
town  meeting  held  April  4th,  17:io,  the  annexed  votes  were 
unanimously  adopted  :  — 

"  The  Town  taking  into  Consideration  that  their  Reverand  Pastor  M"' 
Solomon  Stoddard  being  far  advanced  into  years  And  that  through  His 
Age  And  Some  Infirmity  that  He  is  attended  withall  the  whole  -work  of 
the  Ministry  being  too  Hard  for  Him. 

"  l'^'.  Voted  Unanimously  to  Gett  Some  Meett  Person  to  Assist  Him 
In  the  Work  as  above  s''. 

2'>'.  Voted  to  Chuse  a  Committee  to  Manage  the  affair  In  Providing 
Such  Person  as  above  s'. 

"  The  Committee  then  Chosen  for  that  Service  Was  : 

John  Stoddard.  Esq 
Cap'.  Ebenezer  Pumroy 
Dea.  Eben''  Wright 
Dea.  John  Clark 
Dea.  Sam"  Allyn 
Joseph  Hawley 
Joseph  Parsons,  Esq." 

Prompt  Action  by  FuU  powcrs  werc  givcu  to  this  committee 
the  Committee.  to  act  iu  the  prcuiises.  and  they  proceeded 
in  their  work  without  delay.  Apparently 
some  uncertainty  existed  as  to  the  proper  person  to  fill  the 
position.  Though  many  young  clergymen  throughout  the 
country  were  eligible,  public  opinion  had  not  then  crystal- 
ized  upon  any  individual.  A  question  had  undoubtedly 
come  suddenly  upon  them,  which  no  one  was  quite  ready 
to  decide.  At  all  events  there  is  no  indication  that  the  per- 
son who  was.  finally  selected,  was  at  that  time  the  choice  of 
the  committee.  Their  first  move  was  to  send  one  of  their 
number  in  search  of  a  candidate.  Accordingly  Dea.  John 
Clark  was  speedily  dispatched  to  Hartford,  Ct.     He  was 
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absent  eiglit  days,  but  seems  to  have  accomplished  noth- 
ing. Whom  he  interviewed  on  his  journey  is  not  recorded. 
In  Ma3^  1725,  lie  was  paid  38s.  "  for  going  to  Hartford  for 
a  minister. '"  Jonathan  Edwards  was  at  that  time  Tutor  in 
Yale  College,  living  at  New  Haven.  If  application  was 
made  to  him,  illness  soon  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to 
entertain  a  proposition.  In  the  fall  of  1725,  he  was  severely 
ill,  and  did  not  fully  recover  till  about  the  middle  of  the 
following  year.  Soon  after,  Dea.  Clark  went  again  on  the 
same  errand,  and  was  paid  4s.  "  for  going  twice  to  Hadley." 

Rev.  Israel  chaun-     An  engagement  was  made  with  Mr.  Israel 
cey  Engaged     Chauucey^  of  Hadley,  and  he  was  employed 

Temporarily.  _        .  it         ^     i  ,  ;       /•    i  i       i  t   j_-n 

during  the  latter  part  ot  that  year,  and  till 
August,  1726.  Mr.  Chauncej^  was  paid  £13  for  assisting 
Mr.  Stoddard  one  quarter,  which  ended  in  February  172|. 
From  this  it  appears  that  about  three  months  elapsed  before 
an  assistant  was  procured.  The  town  took  no  action  rela- 
tive to  the  employment  of  Mr.  Chauncey.  He  was  hired 
by  the  committee  evidently  without  thought  of  a  perma- 
nent engagement.  It  is  possible  that  the  community 
already  had  Mr.  Edwards  in  view  as  a  suitable  person  for 
colleague  pastor,  and  while  awaiting  his  decision,  delayed 
as  it  may  have  been  by  illness,  Mr.  Chauncey  was  employed 
temporarily.  It  may  be  believed  that  the  venerable  pastor 
himself  suggested  the  name  of  his  grandson  for  the  posi- 
tion. At  all  events  Mr.  Edwards  came  to  Northampton 
early  in  August,  1726,  though  he  did  not  resign  his  tutor- 
ship till  September,  after  he  had  received  a  call  from  this 
church  and  town.  The  last  payment  to  Mr.  Chauncey  was 
made  on  the  3''  of  August,  and  the  first  to  Mr.  Edwards  on 
the  29"'  of  the  same  mouth.  He  then  received  £5  "  for  his 
travel  and  one  months  assistance  to  Mr.  Stoddard  in  the 
ministry." 

1  Israel  Chauucey  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Isaac  Chauncey,  second  minister  at  Hadley^ 
He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1734,  and  taught  school  at  Hadley,  during  a 
portion  of  that  year.  After  his  services  in  this  town,  he  preached  at  Housatonuuck, 
but  becoming  delirious  he  returned  to  his  father  at  Hadley.  On  account  of  his  in- 
firmity he  was  confined  in  a  small  house  near  the  parsonage.  This  building  caught 
fire  in  the  night,  and  he  was  burned  to  death.  He  was  accustomed  to  cry  fire  during 
the  night,  and  consequently  no  notice  was  taken  of  his  cries  at  this  time.  He  had 
been  invited  to  settle  at  Norwalk  and  Glastonbury,  Ct.,  but  declined. 
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Mr.  Edwards  Com-     Ml".  Edwai'ds  preacliecl  here  about  a  month 
mences  Preaching     Ijefove  ail  iiivitatioii  was  extended  to  him 

iu  Northamptou.  ,  ,  , ,  .      ,  i      j  •  j_ 

to  settle.  A  longer  probation  was  not 
needed.  He  was  by  no  means  a  stranger  to  this  commu- 
nity, and  the  proposition  to  become  colleague  pastor  with 
his  grandfather,  was  quite  satisfactory  to  himself  and  his 
friends. .  Previous  to  his  appointment  as  tutor,  he  had  been 
selected  to  preach  to  a  small  Presbyterian  church  in  New 
York  City,  and  had  occupied  the  pulpit  there  for  nearly 
nine  months.  Proposals  had  subsequently  been  made  to 
him  from  other  congregations,  all  of  which  he  declined.  ^ 

Propositious  for  the  Foi'iiial  actioii  was  first  taken  and  an  iiivi- 
settiement  of  Mr.  tatiou  extended  to  Mr.  Edwards  during  the 
last  days  of  the  month  of  August,  but 
there  is  no  record  of  any  town  meeting  at  which  any  such 
vote  was  passed.  A  favorable  response  was  received,  and 
before  November  the  way  was  paved  for  the  ensuing  action 
on  the  part  of  the  town  :  — 

"  At  a  Legall  Town  Meetting  In  Northampton.  November  :  21'*'  :  1726 
The  town  taking  Into  Consideration  :  a  vote  Passed  by  the  town  Ag'*'  :  — 
29""  Last  past  For  the  Invitation  of  the  Reverend  M'  Jonathan  Edwards 
to  assist  our  Reverend  Pastor :  M"^  Stoddard  In  the  work  of  the  Minis- 
try. In  order  to  a  Settlement :  and  from  what  Experience  we  Haue  Had 
of  Him  by  His  preaching  And  conversation  as  also  from  His  character 
from  other  Places. 

"  The  QiTestion  was  put ;  whether  it  Was  the  Mind  of  the  Town  that 
the  Committee  Should  Invite  the  ReV''  M"'  Jonathan  Edwards  to  Settle 
amongst  Them  In  the  work  of  the  Ministry  And  In  Convenient  time  to 
take  office  Amongst  them  :  And  it  Passed  In  the  affirmative  by  a  very- 
Great  Majority. 

"Attest  Ebenezer  Pnmroy  Moderator. 

"Then  the  Matter  Being  Considered  that  a  Sutable  Settlement  and 
Support  Should  be  offered  to  M''  Edwards  for  his  Encouragement  to- 
take  s'*  office  and  Triast  upon  Him  :  Then  the  Town  Proceeded  to  Make 
the  following  votes  : 

"Viz.  1'^:  The  town  voted  to  Giue  to  M'  Edwards  (Provoided  He 
take  office  among  vs)  ten  Acres  of  Land  Against  Slow  Bridge  Next  by 
John  Alexanders  Land  :  to  be  Laid  out  by  the  Direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee as  shall  best  Sute  And  A  Comodate  Him  for  a  Pasture. 

1  In  172.3,  Mr.  Edwards  received  an  invitation  from  the  ch\irch  iu  Bolton,  Ct.  The 
terras  and  conditions  on  which  the  settlement  was  arranged  were  definitely  fixed, 
and  in  November  of  that  year  he  signified  his  acceptance  of  them  over  his  own  sig- 
nature. Just  at  this  time  he  was  elected  Tutor  in  Yale  College,  which  he  accepted, 
and  the  church  in  Bolton  waited  in  vain  two  years  for  him  and  then  settled  some  one 
else.— New  Englander,  vol.  43,  p.  620  (Sept.  1884). 
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"2'>  :  The  Town  Voted  to  Giiie  hiui  forty  Acres  of  Land  Up  Mun- 
han  River  abone  Pumrys  Meadow  :  So  as  Not  to  Enterfere  upon  Either 
division.  But  to  be  Laid  out  In  Common  Land:  by  the  direction  of  the 
Coniittee  as  aforesd. 

3:'>  :  The  Town  voted  to  Giue  M'  Edwards  three  Hundred  pounds 
toward  Or  for  a  Settlementt :  to  purchass  Him  a  Homestead,  or  build- 
ing :  or  both  as  Their  shall  be  Ocation. 

4:'>' :  The  town  voted  that  if  the  aforesd  Sum  of  three  Hundred 
pounds  be  Not  Sufficient  to  Commodate  M'  Edwards  with  a  Sutable 
Habitation  :  that  they  would  doe  And  Giue  afterwards  that  which 
Should  be  Sutable  And  Convenieiitt  To  A  Commodate  Him. 

5:'>'  :  The  Town  voted  that  one  Hundred  pounds  of  the  Enterest 
Money  In  The  trustees  Hands  of  the  towns  Proportion  of  the  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds  Loan  Should  be  Implyed  for  the  vse  aforesd  In  Part 
toward  M'  Edwards  Settlementt.^ 

•'6:'>'  :  The  to^^^l  voted  to  Giue  M'  Edwards  as  His  Salary-  one  Hun- 
dred pounds  A  year  :  but  if  the  value  of  the  Money  Should  Rise  then 
they  would  not  be  obliged  to  Giue  So  Much :  but  Not  to  deminish  So 
Much  of  it  but  that  He  Should  by  the  Sallary  Haue  an  Honourable 
And  Sutable  Maintainance  according  to  the  dignity  of  His  office. 

"7'>' :  The  town  voted  that  if  Either  by  the  deficiency  or  Lessening 
the  value  of  Bills  or  Monej'  that  Passeth  Now  or  by  the  Encrease  of 
M'  Edwardses  Family  He  Should  Stand  In  Need  of  a  Larger  Salary  In 
order  to  his  Sutable  And  Honourable  Maintainance  :  that  they  would 
add  to  it  So  as  to  Make  His  Support  Sutable  And  well  adapted  to  that 
Honourable  office. 

"  The  abonesd  votes  being  Separately  putt  to  vote  They  were  all  voted 
the  day  first  abouesd. 

"  Test  Ebenezer  Pumroj'  Moderator." 

Sale  of  Land  to  raise  In  Order  to  meet  tlie  obligations  incurred 
Money  to  carry  out  ^y  the  above  Yotes  tbe  town  decided  to 
votes.  "     sell  "Some   Land  to  pay  Part  or  all  the 

two  Hundred  pounds  Remaining  to  pay 
towards  Mr.  Edwards  Settlement.''  A  committee  com- 
posed of  "Co"  John  Stoddard,  Lieut.  Joseph  Hawley  and 
Capt.  Ebenezer  Pumroy  "  was  appointed  to  dispose  of  the 
land.  Subsequently  they  reported  the  sale  of  "  the  Wholle 
of  the  Common  Land  on  the  Hill  Called  the  Round  Hill," 
to  John  Stoddard  in  "  Consideration  of  fourty  pounds  Paid 
or  Secured  to  be  paid  to  the  Town  ; "  *  *  "  there  being 
in  the  whole  about  twelve  or  thirteen  acres."  This  pur- 
chase gave  to  the  Stoddards  in  connection  with  the  home- 
stead of  Rev.  Solomon,  the  control  of  the  large  part  of  this 

1    See  vol.  1,  p.  5(34. 
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cliarming  eminence,  including  its  summit  and  rear.  Tliis 
is  the  first  reference  to  this  locality  by  name  upon  the  rec- 
ords. At  this  time  it  was  covered  with  forest  trees,  and  its 
future  possibilities  as  the  '■  Paradise  of  America  "  had.  not 
then  entered  the  imagination  of  any  person.  Another  lot 
near  "  Baker's  Meadow,"  containing  six  acres  was  also  sold 
to  Mr.  Stoddard  for  £10.  Dea.  John  Clark  bought  "  fourty 
acres,"  *  *  "Lying  In  a  Place  Called  Pancake  Hill^ 
Plain,"  for  "Seventy-Eight  pounds,  fiveteen  Shilling.'^ 
Here  again  comes  in  a  nomenclature  not  heretofore  in  use, 
but  which  has  been  retained  to  the  present  day.  Josiah 
Parsons  bought  ' '  fourty  acres  "  *  *  "  at  a  place  Called 
Slow  Hill,"  for  which  he  paid  "one  Hundred  and  twenty 
pounds."  Though  the  orthography  has  been  slightly 
changed,  "Slough  Hill"  is  by  no  means  forgotten.  On  a 
plan  of  the  "Inner  Commons,"  prepared  in  175-4,  by  Na- 
thaniel D wight,  these  two  lots,  lying  just  above  "  Elwell's 
Island,"  between  Pine  and  Slough  Brooks,  are  designated 
as  "  land  sold  by  the  town  to  settle  a  former  minister."  To 
Nathaniel  Curtice  was  sold  about  an  acre  of  land  adjoining 
his  homestead,  near  Baker's  Marsh,  for  which  he  paid  £3. 
The  entire  amount  received  from  these  sales  was  £251.15. 

Ordination  and  In-      Ou  the  records  of  the  First  Church,  written 

staiiation  of  Jon-     ^y  Rev.  Mr.  Stoddard,  whose  hand  was  then 

tremulous  with  age,  is  the  following  entry, 

and  that  is  the  only  contemporaneous  allusion  thereon  to 

the  settlement  of  Mr.  Edwards  over  the  church  :  — 

"22feb"-  173  f. 
"  Mr.  Jonathan  Edwaixls  was  ordained  A  pastour  of  the  Church  of 
Northampton."  - 

It  was  however  on  the  15"'  of  February,  and  not  on  the 
22'*  as  noted  by  Mr.  Stoddard,  that  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards 

1  Pancake  Hill  or  plain  is  a  slight  rise  of  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  State  Luna- 
tic Hospital.  It  undoubtedly  derived  its  euphonious  title  as  did  Round  Hill,  from  its 
shape,  which  is  broad  and  somewhat  flat,  about  two  hundred  feet  above  the  mean  sea 
level,  sixty  feet  less  than  its  more  ambitious  rival.  For  many  years  criminal  execu- 
tions took  place  in  this  vicinity,  and  it  was  at  one  time  called  "  Gallows  Hill  or  Gal- 
lows Plain." 

2  In  Dwight's  Life  of  Edwards,  page  107,  the  oi-dination  is  said  to  have  occurred 
on  the  IS""  of  February,  and  in  accordance  with  the  date  of  the  letter  missive  to  Rev. 
Mr.  Williams,  given  above,  Mr.  Stoddard  must  have  been  in  error.  The  entry  may 
have  been  made  some  time  after  the  event,  and  his  mind,  uncertain  like  his  hand, 
failed  in  point  of  memory. 
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was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry,  and  in- 
stalled as  colleague  pastor  with  his  grandfather,  over  the 
church  in  Northampton.  The  sermon  on  that  occasion 
was  preached  by  Rev.  William  Williams^  of  Hatfield,  from 
II  Cor.  4  :  7.  No  other  record  of  the  exercises  on  that  occa- 
sion has  been  found,  and  there  is  nothing  but  the  following 
letter  to  show  who  of  the  neighboring  clergy  were  invited 
to  be  present.  This  letter  not  only  indicates  the  then  pre- 
vailing laconic  style  of  such  missives,  but  it  also  establishes 
the  date  of  the  ordination.  "  This  day  three  weeks"  from 
the  25^"  of  January,  would  be  the  15^''  and  not  the  22^  of 
February  :  — 

"January  2.5,  172«. 
"Rev.  Sir.     Our  church  do  desire  your  presence  and  attendance  to 
ordain  Mr.  Jonathan  Edwards,  this  day  three  weeks. 

Your  Servant, 

Solomon  Stoddard. 
To  Rev.  John  Williams,  Pastor  at  Deerfield." 

He  enters  upon  his     Mr.  Edwards  was  iu  the  twenty-fourth  year 

Ministry  under       Qf    J-^jg    ggg^    ^qH    kuOWU    to    the    peOplc    pcr- 
the  most  favora-  ,,  ,  •  n      n        t        i        f 

bie  Auspices.  sonally,  and  came  with  the  best  ot  recom- 

mendations, the  indorsement  of  his  revered 
grandfather.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  controversies, 
contentions  and  divisions  existing  in  the  communitj^,  there 
was  practical  unanimity  in  the  choice  of  the  colleague  pas- 
tor. The  sums  voted  for  his  settlement  as  well  as  the 
amount  named  for  his  salary,  were  generous,  and  the  votes 
adopted  from  time  to  time  were  highly  honorable  to  both 
pastor  and  people. 

Homestead  Pur-  One  of  the  first  subjccts  that  engaged  the 
chased  f  o  r  t  h  e  attention  of  the  assistant  minister  was  that 
of  procuring  a  dwelling-place.  Within  a 
month  after  his  ordination,  *'the  Reverend  Mr.  Edwards 
being  about  to  purchase  a  Homestead  "  the  town  voted  to 
give  him  eighty  pounds,  "  and  that  to  be  in  full  for  His 
Settlement,"  although  £300  had  already  been  appropriated 
for  that  purpose.  The  place  selected  by  him  was  situated 
on  King  Street,  at  the  corner  of  what  has  since  been  named 

1    Mr.  Williams  married  for  his  second  wife,  Christian,  daughter  of  Rev.  Solomon 
Stoddard,  Aug.  9">,  1699. 
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in  his  honor,  Edwards  Street,  ^  and  extended  to  the  south 
line  of  the  estate  owned  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  J.  D. 
Whitney.  It  was  purchased  of  Jonathan  Sheldon  of  Suf- 
field,  in  May,  1727.  Originally  it  embraced  a  portion  of 
two  home  lots,  granted  when  the  town  was  first  settled,  to 
Isaac  Sheldon  and  Thomas  Woodford  ;  but  one  half  of  the 
Woodford  lot  came  by  will  into  possession  of  the  Sheldons. 
At  the  time  of  the  sale  the  property  was  described  as  a 
"Mansion  house,  barn  and  home  lot,  in  Nortliampton, 
where  s'd  Edwards  now  resides,"  containing  three  acres  of 
land.  The  price  paid  for  it  by  Ebenezer  Pumroy,  Town 
Treasurer,  was  £330. 

"Waiting  on  Mr.      Amoiig  the  courtcsies  extended  to  the  new 
Edwards."  pastor  was  oiie  for  which  there  seems  now 

to  be  no  adequate  explanation,  and  which 
is  not  known  to  have  prevailed  elsewhere.  Whenever  Mr. 
Edwards  went  on  a  journey  he  was  accompanied  by  some 
member  of  his  congregation,  whose  expenses  were  paid  by 
the  town.  This  custom  prevailed  only  in  the  time  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  and  was  confined  to  the  first  half  dozen  years 
of  his  residence  here.  From  1728  to  1733,  there  are  entries 
on  the  Treasurer's  books  of  sums  paid  to  difi:'erent  individ- 
uals for  this  purpose.  The  first  account  of  this  nature  is 
that  of  Joseph  Miller,  in  1728,  who  was  paid  48s.  for 
*' waiting  on  Mr.  Edwards  to  New  Haven,  Horse  &  17 
days."  The  next  year  Sergt.  Samuel  Clapp.for  "waiting 
on  Mr.  Edwards  to  Boston  "  was  allowed  £3.  In  1729,  Dea. 
John  Clark  and  Phinehas  King  were  each  paid  48s.  "for 
waiting  on  Mr.  Edwards  to  New  Haven.  Whether  they 
both  went  at  the  same  time  is  not  stated,  but  as  both  ac- 
counts appear,  without  date,  in  the  same  warrant,  it  may 
be  inferred  that  he  had  two  waiters  on  that  trip.  The  last 
payments  of  this  nature  appear  in  1734.  when  Dea.  Allen 
was  allowed  £4. 4  ' '  for  his  son's  waiting  on  Mr.  Edwards  to 
Boston."  On  this  occasion  Mr.  Edwards  was  absent  two 
weeks,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Barber  supplied  the  pulpit.  At  an- 
other time  previous  to  this,  Benjamin  Sheldon  went  with 
the  minister  to  New  Haven,  and  received  £2.10.     As  these 

1.    When  the  railroad  grade  crossings  were  abolished,  in  1896  and  1897,  the  street 
was  changed  to  its  present  position. 
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accounts  form  a  part  of  tlie  annual  Imdget  of  town  ex- 
penses, and  are  witliout  date,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  a 
clue  to  the  reason  of  these  journeys.  Yet  as  they  were 
only  to  Boston  and  New  Haven,  it  may  be  conjectured  that 
they  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  attending  commence- 
ment exercises  at  Harvard  and  Yale  colleges. 

Duties  of  those  who      What  may  have  been  the  duties  of  these 
Waited  on  Mr.  Ed-      persous  is  uowhere  stated.     Probably  they 

wards.  •i  -j 

went  as  companions  or  protectors,  rather 
than  in  the  capacity  of  servants,  though  they  may  have 
combined  the  duties  of  both.  During  the  times  of  Indian 
disturbances,  it  was  not  deemed  safe  to  travel  long  distances 
alone,  and  out  of  that  consideration  probably  grew  the  cus- 
tom, though  at  this  time  peace  prevailed.  In  a  few  years,  as 
soon  as  affairs  became  permanently  settled,  the  practice 
was  discontinued.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  these  men 
had  other  duties  to  perform.  In  those  days  everybody  trav- 
eled on  horseback,  and  undoubtedly  one  service  rendered 
was  the  care  of  the  horses.  Clergymen  then,  more  than 
at  the  present  day,  were  the  guests  of  their  brother  minis- 
ters, and  whatever  assistance  could  be  rendered  by  these 
attendants,  was  grateful  alike  to  host  and  guest.  From 
the  payments  allowed,  the  legitimate  conclusion  may  be 
reached  that  these  waiters  or  companions  made  themselves 
comfortable  at  the  taverns.  These  journeys  were  slow  and 
tedious  compared  with  the  rapid  and  luxurious  modes  of 
travel  that  now  prevail.  Seventeen  days  were  consumed 
in  the  visit  to  New  Haven  and  return.  But  a  small  portion 
of  this  time,  however,  could  have  been  spent  upon  the  road. 
The  journey  to  Hartford  was  usually  made  in  one  day,  and 
another  day  would  have  been  ample  in  which  to  reach  New 
Haven.  Of  the  seventeen  days  to  New  Haven,  two  weeks 
at  least,  might  have  been  passed  in  that  city.  This  journey 
was  undoubtedly  made  in  the  year  1727,  as  the  account  was 
allowed  on  the  3''  of  January  172],  and  may  have  been  on 
the  occasion  of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Edwards,  which  oc- 
curred in  July  of  that  year.  The  expenses  for  the  attend- 
ant and  horse  on  this  occasion  were  48s.,  equal  to  $8,  or 
about  47  cents  per  day.  The  minister  paid  his  own  ex- 
penses, except  it  may  have  been  the  keeping  of  his  horse. 
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About  forty-five  miles  were  considered  a  fair  day's  travel 
when  on  a  journey  of  two  or  three  days,  though  on  occa- 
sion persons  covered  fifty  or  even  sixty  miles  in  a  day. 
Roads  were  poor  and  uneven,  settlements  widely  scattered,, 
and  the  route  in  whatever  direction,  tiresome  and  lonely. 
There  is  little  wonder  that  travelers  went  in  company  if 
possible,  or  that  the  minister  found  great  convenience  in 
having  an  attendant.  The  journey  to  Boston  was  the  most, 
expensive  of  them  all.  In  1733,  the  cost  to  the  town  of  pro- 
viding an  attendant  to  that  city  was  sixteen  dollars.  ^ 

Mr. Edwards^ Salary     After  the  death  of  Mr.  Stoddard,  when  the 
Increased   from     entire  burdcu  of  the  parish  fell  upon  the 

year  to  year.    1729         tit  p    l^  i  j  i        j 

to  1745  shoulders   ot  the  young  pastor,  the  town 

doubled  his  salary.  According  to  the  vote,. 
£100  was  granted  "  for  His  Support  besides  his  Stated  Sal- 
ary." The  next  year,  but  £40  was  added,  but  in  1732,  the 
stipend  was  placed  at  £200.  This  was  in  accordance  with 
the  vote  at  his  settlement,  which  obligated  the  town  to  give- 
him  an  adequate  support,  whatever  might  be  the  fluctua- 
tions in  the  value  of  money.  During  the  next  five  years, 
the  salary  remained  at  these  figures.  In  1738  he  was  paid 
£250,  in  1739  but  £220,  and  in  1740  it  was  increased  to  £280, 
with  fire-wood  in  addition.^  The  next  year  twenty  pounds, 
were  added,  and  he  was  to  have  the  use  of  one  half  of  the 

1  The  journey  from  Northampton  to  Boston  required  usually  a  little  more  than 
two  days,  during  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  century.  But  a  few  hours,  however^, 
of  the  third  day  were  necessary.  If  an  early  start  were  made  but  two  days  were 
consumed.  On  the  return  it  was  customary  to  leave  Boston  late  in  the  afternoon, 
travel  ten  or  fifteen  miles  and  rest  over  night,  reaching  home  on  the  third  day.  Peo- 
ple generally  were  careful  to  go  on  these  journeys  in  company,  both  for  sociability 
and  safety.  Hartford  was  easily  reached  in  one  day.  Horse  hire  seems  to  have  been 
charged  at  the  rate  of  one  and  one  half  pence  per  mile,  though  the  established  price 
to  Boston — one  hundred  miles — was  for  many  years  twelve  shillings,  but  in  1733,  had 
advanced  to  eighteen  shillings  ;  to  Hartford  the  charge  was  five  shillings,  and  these 
were  probably  the  prices  in  Mr.  Edwards'  time.  Mr.  Robert  Breck,  a  merchant  of 
Northampton,  expended  in  1774,  £3.19.9  in  the  round  trip  to  Boston  for  business  pur- 
poses, including  horse  hire,  which  was  two  pence  per  mile.  The  first  Joseph  Hawley,, 
in  1680,  charged  twelve  shillings  "for  horse  to  the  bay."  Samuel  Clapp's  allowance 
for  attending  Mr.  Edwards  to  Boston — £3 — was  about  the  same — a  trifle  more — as  the 
expense  of  Mr.  Breek. 

2  Enormous  quantities  of  wood  seem  to  have  been  needed  to  meet  the  necessities, 
of  the  case.  Until  a  permanent  basis  for  the  salary  had  been  decided  upon,  wood 
was  furnished  in  addition  to  the  figures  quoted  above.  The  first  account  was  in 
1740-41,  when  he  had  7.5  loads:  82  loads  were  required  in  1741-2;  78  in  1742-3;  95  loads  in 
1743-4  ;  64  loads  in  1744-5;  80  loads  in  1746-7;  and  80  loads  in  1747-8.  The  price  paid 
varied  from  10s.  and  14s.  to  25s.  and  30s.  in  1747-8. 
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sequestered  land,  and  his  fire-wood.  Within  tlie  next  two 
years,  his  compensation  was  increased  to  £50,  and  for  three 
years  more  it  remained  at  £350.  In  1745,  owing  to  the  con- 
tinued depreciation  of  the  value  of  money,  Mr.  Edwards 
desired  to  have  a  fixed  and  definite  salary,  renewing  his  re- 
quest from  year  to  year,  till  a  basis  for  a  permanent  com- 
pensation was  adopted,  the  controversy  regarding  which 
will  be  noted  in  its  proper  sequence.  While  this  discus- 
sion was  in  progress,  a  liberal  salary  was  voted  each  year. 


CHAPTER  V. 


REV.    SOLOMON   STODDARD. 


Death  and  Fuuerai  Rev.  Solomoii  Stoddard  died  on  the  11*''  of 
of  Mr.  Stoddard.  February,  172^,  at  the  age  of  86,  two  years 
after  the  settlement  of  his  grandson  as  col- 
leagne  pastor.  It  was  a  day  of  genuine  sadness  and  grief 
when  the  last  rites  of  sepulture  were  rendered.  The  meet- 
ing-house was  filled  with  reverent  mourners,  and  with 
swelling  hearts  and  tear-stained  faces  the  great  congrega- 
tion listened  to  the  last  tributes  paid  to  one  whom  they 
loved  as  a  parent  and  revered  as  a  teacher.  The  funeral 
sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  William  Williams  of  Hat- 
field, son-in-law  to  Mr.  Stoddard.  In  silence  the  long  pro- 
cession wended  its  way  to  the  cemetery,  and  when  the  last 
ceremony  ended,  there  was  sorrow  and  lamentation  everj^- 
where.  This  universal  sentiment  of  distress  was  recognized 
throughout  the  province,  and  words  of  tender  sympathy 
towards  his  people,  as  well  as  of  sincere  respect  to  his  mem- 
ory, were  uttered  from  many  pulpits  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

At  the  following  March  meeting,  a  committee  was  chosen 
to  obtain  and  have  j^rinted  a  copy  of  the  funeral  sermon  of 
Mr.  Williams,  and  of  that  preached  by  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards, 
on  the  Sabbath  after  Mr.  Stoddard's  death.  The  two  ser- 
mons were  bound  together,  but  no  copies  of  the  pamphlet 
have  been  handed  down,  though  extracts  from  the  sermon 
of  Mr.  Williams  still  exist. 

Parentage,  Birtii      Mr.  Stoddard  was  the  son  of  Anthony  Stod- 

and  Early  Life.        dard  of  Bostoii ,   a  man  prominent  in  the 

early  history  of  the  colony,  and  of  Mary, 

daughter  of  Emmanuel  Downing  of  Salem.     He  was  born 
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October  4"',  1643.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  having  pursued 
his  prej)aratory  studies  under  tlie  famous  Master  Corlet,  at 
Cambridge,  he  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  and  the 
same  year  was  elected  "  Fellow  of  the  House."  In  1667,  he 
was  chosen  Librarian  of  the  college,  being  the  first  incum- 
bent of  that  office,  and  held  the  position  seven  years.  Im- 
paired health,  induced  by  too  close  mental  application, 
caused  him  to  accept  the  offer  of  Chaplain  to  Barbadoes 
under  Governor  Searle,  where  he  remained  two  years 
preaching  to  dissenters.  He  returned  to  Boston  a  short 
time  previous  to  the  death  of  Rev.  Eleazar  Mather.  Ac- 
cepting the  invitation  to  settle  in  Northampton,  he  became 
a  permanent  resident  of  the  place  in  1070.  Thenceforth 
his  life  became  part  and  parcel  of  that  of  the  people  to 
whom  he  ministered. 

His  Position  and     Much  of   his  biography,  embraced  in  the 
Influence  in  the     historical  details  of  his  time,  has  already 
ommuni  > .  "been  spread  upon  these  pages.    During  sixty 

years  of  active  service,  he  left  an  ineffaceable  impress  upon 
the  ecclesiastical,  moral  and  business  life  of  the  town. 
Established  as  pastor  here  within  eighteen  years  of  its  first 
settlement,  and  but  ten  years  after  the  formation  of  the 
church,  he  grew  up  with  the  community,  molded  and 
shaped  the  religious  education  of  two  generations,  and  died 
revered,  honored  and  sincerely  mourned.  A  discussion  of 
the  position  of  the  church  at  the  time  of  his  ordination, 
and  its  action  soon  after,  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  these 
volumes.'  That  which  has  been  termed  "Mr.  Stoddard's 
system,"  more  particularly  as  relating  to  baptisms,  but 
which  was  in  reality  the  outcome  of  the  Synod  of  1662, 
having  been  adopted  by  the  church  ju-evious  to  his  arrival, 
was  put  into  working  order  within  two  months  of  his  set- 
tlement. Before  the  close  of  the  following  January,  more 
than  one  hundred  persons  had  taken  the  covenant,  and  a 
large  number  of  their  children  had  been  baptized.  Within 
the  first  six  months  of  his  pastorate,  fifty  children  had  re- 
ceived this  rite,  and  during  the  next  four  years  one  hun- 
dred more  were  baptized.  This  half-way  opening  of  the 
church  doors  was  soon  followed  by  a  still  further  widening 

1     Vol.  1,  pp.  213,  214. 
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of  them  ;  the  unregenerate  were  admitted  as  communi- 
cants, and  the  record  of  baptisms  ceased.  This  occurred 
in  1677,  and  the  practice  was  not  revived  till  five  years 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Stoddard. 

Religious  Awaken-      His  labors  Were  very  successful  and  many 
^■^^^^  were    added    to   the   church.      Five   times 

witliin  the  term  of  his  ministrations,  was 
there  a  liberal  outpouring  of  the  spirit.  Revivals  of  relig- 
ion occurred  in  1679,  1683,  1712,  and  1718.  The  most  re- 
markable of  these  "harvests,"  as  he  called  them,  were  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth,  though  many  were  admitted  at 
other  times.  ^  During  the  next  nine  years,  there  was  a  time 
of  stupidity  and  immorality  among  the  young,  and  conten- 
tions between  the  "Court  and  Country  Party,"  which  the 
influence  of  the  aged  pastor  was  powerless  to  assuage.  This 
was  undoubtedly  the  time  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Edwards,  in 
the  passage  heretofore  quoted.  The  whole  number  of  mem- 
bers admitted  during  the  fifty-seven  years  that  Mr.  Stod- 
dard occupied  the  pulpit  here,  was  six  hundred  thirty. 

His  Influence.  Solomoii  Stoddard  was  a  man  of  great  learn- 

ing and  undoubted  piety,  and  he  also  pos- 
sessed business  talents  of  no  mean  order  ;  consequently  he 
soon  commanded  the  respect,  confidence,  and  esteem  of  his 
people.  Not  only  did  he  win  the  love  and  good-will  of  his 
townsmen,  but  his  talents  soon  gave  him  the  position  of 
leader  among  the  churches  in  Western  Massachusetts,  and 
he  "possessed,  probably,  more  influence  than  any  other 
Clergyman  in  the  province,  during  a  period  of  thirty 
years."  ^ 

The  Distinguishing      A  characteristic  feature  in  the  pastorate  of 
Peculiarity  of  his      Mr.    Stoddard   was  the   peculiar  doctrine 
which  he  advocated  concerning  the  admis- 
sion of  adults  to  the  Table  of  the  Lord.     Though  he  was 
not  the  originator  of  the  practice,  yet  he  defended  the  prin- 

1  "  And  he  was  favourM  with  a  more  than  ordinary  Presence  of  God  in  his  Work, 
and  many  Seals  of  his  Ministry;  in  the  Course  of  which  there  were  three  remarkable 
Seasons,  in  which  the  Spirit  of  God  so  movVl  upon  the  Hearts  of  his  People,  that  it 
became  almost  the  general  cry  of  the  place,  What  must  I  do  to  be  saved  ?" — Boston 
Weekly  News  Letter,  Feb.  20,  1729.  Obituary  probably  written  by  Rev.  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards. 

3    Dwight's  Travels,  vol.  i,  p.  331. 
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•ciple  with  so  much  vigor  and  ability,  that  his  name  soon 
became  identified  with  it,  and  "  Stoddardeanism  "  gained  a 
strong  foothold  throughout  the  Province.  While  an  eccle- 
siastical controversy  does  not  properly  come  within  the 
scope  of  this  work,  an  outline  of  the  position  assumed  by 
hira  is  perhaps  needed  in  order  to  form  a  correct  estimate 
of  the  character  of  Northampton's  second  minister. 

stoddardeanism     The  seutimeuts  as  well  as  the  practice  of 
Defined.    -  ]y[j._   Stoddard,  as  understood  in  his  time, 

are  thus  succinctly  summarized  in  an 
anonymous  volume  entitled  "The  Life  and  Character  of 
the  late  reverend  Mr.  Jonathan  Edwards,  President  of  the 
college  at  New  Jersey,"  published  in  1765  : — ^ 

"Mr.  Stoddard,  Mr.  Edwards's  grand-father  and  predecessor,  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  was  of  the  opinion,  that  unconverted  persons, 
■consider'd  as  snch,  had  a  right  in  the  sight  of  God,  to  the  Sacrament  of 
the  Lord's  Supper ;  that  therefore  it  was  their  duty  to  come  to  that 
ordinance,  though  they  knew  they  had  no  true  goodness  or  gospel  holi- 
ness. He  maintain'd  that  visible  Christianity  does  not  consist  in  a  pro- 
fession or  appearance  of  that  wherein  true  holiness  or  real  Christianity 
■consists:  that  therefore,  the  profession  which  persons  make  in  order 
to  be  received  as  visible  members  of  Christ's  Church,  ought  not  to  be 
such  as  to  express  or  imply  a  real  compliance  with,  or  consent  to  the 
terms  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  or  a  hearty  embracing  the  gospel.  So 
that  they  who  really  reject  Jesus  Christ,  and  dislike  the  gospel  way  of 
salvation  in  their  hearts,  and  know  that  this  is  true  of  themselves,  may 
make  the  profession  without  lying  and  hypocrisy.  Accordingly,  he 
-endeavoured  to  form  a  short  profession  for  persons  to  make,  in  order 
to  be  admitted  into  the  church,  and  come  to  the  sacrament,  answerable 
to  this  principle.  And  it, took  place  and  was  practised  upon  in  North- 
ampton ;  and  persons  were  admitted  into  the  church,  and  to  the  sacra- 
ment, not  ^^nder  the  notion  of  their  being  true  saints,  or  that  they  had 
■any  real  goodness." 

His  Practice.  This   principle,   which  was  the   legitimate 

outgrowth  of  the  "half-way  covenant/' 
was  at  all  points  antagonistic  to  the  position  assumed  by 
the  Puritan  churches  of  New  England,  and  caused  consid- 
•erable  commotion  among  the  divines  of  that  day.  In  the 
first  place  it  may  be  well  to  consider  what  his  practice 
really  was.  Did  he  enroll  as  church  members  in  full  com- 
munion, those  whom  he  admitted  under  the  half-way  cov- 

1  This  book  was  very  probably  prepared  by  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  fourth  min- 
ister in  Hadley,  settled  in  1754.    He  was  a  nephew  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards. 
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enant,  tliougli  tliey  gave  no  evidence  of  regeneration  ? 
The  general  belief,  supported  by  tlie  combined  testimony  of 
all  who  have  written  upon  the  subject,  is  that  such  was  his 
practice.  Yet  he  "  preached  earnestly  and  powerfully  upon 
the  necessity  of  regeneration  and  a  holy  life  in  order  to 
salvation."  ^  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  half-way 
covenant  was  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  persons 
far  enough  into  the  church  to  allow  the  baptism  of  their 
children,  with  the  hope  that  when  once  entered  and  brought 
under  religious  influences,  they  would  grow  in  grace,  and 
come  within  the  fold.  It  was  simply  in  furtherance  of  this 
purpose,  that  the  church  in  Northampton  put  its  candidates 
"  into  a  state  of  education,"  requiring  them  "publicly  to 
take  hold  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  as  a  grace  bestowing 
covenant." 

Mr.  Stoddard's  Pe-  Mr.  Stoddard's  idea  seems  to  have  been  but 
cuiiar  System  a  auotlier  stcp  in  tliis  systcm  of  religious  cul- 
ious  Education.  turc.  He  claimed  that  "  the  Lord's  Supper 
is  instituted  to  be  a  means  of  regeneration," 
and  so  to  be  employed  as  an  incentive  towards  the  adoption 
of  a  religious  life.  The  church  doors  were  not  even  par- 
tially opened  to  any  who  were  not  willing  to  publicly  ac- 
knowledge their  belief  in  the  tenets  of  salvation,  by  "  own- 
ing the  covenant,"  and  "  subjecting  themselves  to  the  teach- 
ings &  government  of  Jesus  Christ  in  this  church  &  en- 
gaging according  to  their  place  and  power  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  it."  By  this  means  they  formed  a  connection 
with  the  church  sufficient  to  admit  themselves  and  their 
children  to  the  rite  of  baptism.  To  emphasize  and  accel- 
erate this  process  of  education  was  the  design  and  purport 
of  "  Stoddardeanism."  Mr.  Stoddard  complained  of  having^ 
been  misunderstood  and  misrepresented.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve nor  did  he  argue  that  the  rite  in  itself  had  any  saving 
efficacy.^  Admission  to  the  Lord's  Table  was  not  in  his 
view  the  only  qualification  for  salvation.  But  whatever 
may  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  pastor,  the  church  had 

1     Rev.  J.  p.  Thompson,  Bib.  Sacra,  vol.  18,  p.  819. 

3  "  As  Mr.  Stoddard  explained  his  view  it  was  not  that  nou-believers  of  whatever 
grade  should  use  the  Lord's  Supper  as  a  saving  ordinance,  but  that  those  whom  he 
regarded  as  nominally  in  church  connection  by  bapti.sm,  though  timid  and  unsatis- 
fied as  to  their  spiritual  state  should  use  this  ordinance  as  a  means  of  grace." — Bib. 
Sac,  vol.  18,  p.  819. 
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prescribed  the  method  of  admitting  persons  to  full  mem- 
bership, and  the  records  contain  no  intimation  that  it  had 
ever  been  changed.  Neither  is  there  anything  to  be  found 
in  them  authorizing  the  statement  that  Mr.  Stoddard 
adopted  a  form  of  confession  in  accordance  with  his  own 
peculiar  views. 

The  Reforming  Synod  of  1679,  declared  that  persons 
must  make  profession  of  faith  and  repentance  in  order  to 
gain  full  admission  into  the  church,  and  Mr.  Stoddard  ad- 
mits that"  he  voted  in  its  favor.  Though  the  doctrine  advo- 
cated by  him  was  only  partially  discussed  in  that  assembly, 
the  inference  is  undoubted  that  notwithstanding  the  ad- 
mission to  partake  of  the  holy  rite  of  communion,  which 
was  then  practiced  in  other  churches  if  not  in  Northamp- 
ton, candidates  must  also  make  a  profession  of  faith  and 
repentance.  Mr.  Stoddard  was  not  so  inconsistent  as  to 
preach  one  doctrine  and  practice  another. 

The  Scheme  Pro-       No  reliable  data  are  at  hand  sufficient  to  de- 
muigated.  temiiue  when  this  method  was  introduced 

here.  There  is  a  probability,  however,  that 
it  was  in  practice  in  Northampton  as  early  as  1077,  within 
five  years  of  the  settlement  of  the  second  minister.  In 
that  year.  Increase  Mather,  in  an  election  sermon,  de- 
nounced the  prevalence  of  "  Stoddardeanism  "  among  the 
clergy.  ^  Two  years  later  Mr.  Stoddard  seems  to  have  up- 
held this  theory  at  the  session  of  the  Reforming  Synod,  as 
far  as  he  was  permitted.  It  was  not.  however,  till  the 
opening  of  the  eighteenth  century  that  he  alluded  to  the 
subject  in  the  pulpit.  The  public  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion between  Increase  and  Cotton  Mather  on  one  side,  and 
Mr.  Stoddard  on  the  other,  commenced  in  the  year  1700, 
though  the  sermon  in  which  the  latter  fully  explained  his 
views  was  not  delivered  till  1704,  nor  published  till  three 
years  later.  Books,  pamphlets,  sermons  followed  each 
other  in  quick  succession  for  eight  or  nine  years.  In  1709, 
Mr.  Stoddard  published  the  final  vindication  of  his  system 
in  a  sermon  entitled,  "  An  Appeal  to  the  Learned,  Being  a 
Vindication  of  the  Right  of  Visible  Saints  to  the  Lord's 
Supper,   Though  they  be  destitute  of  a  Saving  Work  of 

1     Walker's  Creeds  and  Platforms  of  Congregatioualism,  p.  880. 
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God's  Spirit  in  their  Hearts  ;  against  the  exceptions  of  In- 
crease Mather."  Here  the  matter  rested  till  twenty  years 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Stoddard.  The  discussion  was  re- 
vived by  Jonathan  Edwards  in  1749,  and  was  continued 
through  the  century. 

Its  Popularity.  The   doctriue   advocated  by  Mr.   Stoddard 

was  popular  during  his  lifetime,  and  nearly 
all  the  churches  in  the  Hampshire  Association,  which  em- 
braced the  old  County  of  Hampshire  and  three  towns  in 
Connecticut,  practiced  the  system.  At  the  time  of  the  dis- 
mission of  Mr.  Edwards,  not  more  than  three  of  the  twenty- 
five  settled  pastors  within  the  limits  of  the  Association 
were  decidedly  anti-Stoddardean.  ^ 

Tradition  Coucern-  In  counectiou  witli  tliis  belief,  and  so  curl- 
ing His  own  Con-  ously  explanatory  of  it  in  part  that  one 
might  wish  it  were  unimpeachable,  comes 
the  tradition  concerning  the  conversion  of  Mr.  Stoddard 
himself.  Nothing  appears  to  establish  the  reliability  of  the 
story,  yet  the  possibility  of  its  truth  wonderfully  illumi- 
nates the  position  of  the  Northampton  pastor.  It  would,  of 
course,  have  more  value  and  force,  had  Mr.  Stoddard  been 
the  originator  of  the  practice  he  so  strenuously  upheld. 

This  tradition  is  related  by  Rev.  Dr.  Lathrop,  who  set- 
tled at  West  Springfield  soon  after  Mr.  Edwards  was  dis- 
missed, when  the  recollection  of  that  bitter  struggle  was 
fresh  in  mind.  His  statement  is  that,  when  Mr.  Stoddard 
was  installed  over  the  church  at  Northampton,  he  had  not 
been  converted.  His  wife,  widow  of  his  predecessor.  Rev. 
Eleazar  Mather,  becoming  convinced  of  this  fact,  arranged 
a  series  of  weekly  meetings  with  other  Christian  ladies  of 
the  congregation  to  pray  that  the  pastor  might  experience 
a  change  of  heart.  "At  length  Mr.  Stoddard  was  led  to 
notice  that  on  a  certain  day  of  each  week,  in  the  afternoon, 
his  wife  was  wont  to  go  out  as  to  some  appointment."  His 
curiosity  becoming  excited,  he  asked  her  "  what  it  was  that 
called  her  away  with  such  an  unvarying  regularity  each 
week.  She  told  him  frankly.  *  *  *  This  set  Mr.  Stod- 
dard upon  a  course  of  most  serious  and  earnest  thinking," 

1     "  Stoddardeanism,"  New  Euglander,  184G,  vol.  4,  p.  350. 
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and  some  time  afterwards,  while  administering  the  Lord's 
Supper,  he  suddenly  had  such  "a  new  and  wonderful  reve- 
lation of  the  gosi)el  scheme,"  that  he  was  scarcely  able  to 
complete  the  service.  ^ 

Proposes  to  Estab-  About  tliis  time  lie  advocated  the  establish- 
lish  a  National  jj^eut  of  a  "National  Church."  He  con- 
tended that  individual  churches  should  be 
accountable  to  some  controlling  authority,  else  "  every  par- 
ticular Congregation  is  absolute  and  independant,  and  not 
responsable  to  any  higher  Power. "  The  proposition,  how- 
ever, did  not  meet  with  general  acceptance,  and  no  attempt 
was  made  to  carry  out  the  suggestion.  ^ 

Takes  Part  in  the  In  the  fall  of  1679,  a  Syuod  of  the  churches, 
Reforming  Synod,  called  the  "Reforming  Synod,"  was  con- 
vened at  Boston  by  order  of  the  General 
Court.  3  Mr.  Stoddard  was  a  member  of  it  and  took  a 
prominent  part  in  its  deliberations.  No  published  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  body  was  ever  made,  and  the 
Journal  of  Peter  Thacher*  seems  to  be  the  only  record  of 
its  transactions  at  present  available.  Its  results  were 
printed  by  order  of  the  General  Court,  but  not  its  proceed- 
ings. An  episode  in  the  debate  in  which  Mr.  Stoddard 
prominently  figured  is  thus  related  by  Mr.  Thacher :  — 

"  After  Lecture  y^  sins  of  oppression  was  in  debate  &  soe  m'  Whel- 
lock  declares  y'  yer  was  a  cry  of  injustice  in  y*  magistrates  &  ministers 
were  not  rated  [taxed]  w"^  Occasioned  a  very  warme  discourse.  M"" 
stodder  charged  y  Deputy  [Whellock]  with  saying  what  was  not  true 
&  y  Deputy  Govern''  told  him  he  deserved  to  be  laid  by  y'  heals  &c. , 
after  we  brokeup  y  Deputy  asked  forgivenesse  of  him  &  told  him  hee 
freely  forgave  him.  but  uv  Stodder  was  high. 

"  19  Sept.  '79.  ¥*■  Deputy  owned  his  being  in  to  great  a  heat  &  de- 
sired y  Lord  to  forgive  &c  :  &  m'  Stodder  did  something  tho'  very  lit- 
tle by  a  Deputy." 

1  New  Englander,  188J.  vol.  43,  pp.  6'34,  625. 

2  Dexter's  Congregationalism,  p.  510. 

3  Its  duty  was  "the  reuisall  of  the  platforme  of  diseipljne  agreed  vpon  by  the 
churches,  1647,  and  what  else  may  appeare  necessary  for  the  preventing  schishmes, 
haeresies,  prophaness,  &  the  establishment  of  the  churches  in  one  faith  &  order  of 
the  gospell.'"— Records  of  Massachusetts,  vol.  5,  p.  215. 

4  The  entire  Journal  is  published  in  Walker's  Creeds  and  Platforms  of  Congrega- 
tionalism, pp.  417-419. 
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The  System  Dis-      Mr.   Stoddavd  secms  to  have  been  greatly 
cussed.  exercised  by  this  affair,  and  was  not  easily 

appeased.  As  was  the  custom  in  the  plain- 
spoken  debates  of  that  time,  there  was  undoubtedly  an  in- 
terchange of  sharp  words,  all  the  more  bitter  because  of 
the  earnestness  of  the  disputants.  On  the  same  day  the 
''Half  way  Covenant"  was  partially  discussed.  Thacher 
thus  refers  to  it  under  the  above  date  :  — 

"  Ys  day  y>  discussed  y*'  remedyes  and  debated  at  y"  end  of  each  Par- 
aoraph  ;  y"  was  much  debate  about  Persons  being  admitted  to  full 
communion  &  M''  Stodder  y«  minister  offered  to  dispute  against  it  & 
brought  one  argument.  M''  Mather  was  respondent  M''  Oaks  Modrat% 
but  after  some  time  y''  rest  of  his  argumts  were  deferred  &  at  present 
it  was  eased." 

Mr.  Stoddard's  Ver-       The  opposltiou  of  Mr.   Stoddard  was  to 
sion  of  the  Debate.       the  report  of  the  Committee,  and  not  to 
the  proposition  to  allow  unregenerate  per- 
sons to  come  to  the  communion  table.     His  OAvn  version  of 
this  affair  is  annexed  :  — 

"The  words  of  the  Sjmod  are  these— It  is  requisite  that  Persons  be 
not  admitted  unto  Communion  in  the  Lord's  Supper  without  making  a 
Personal  &  Public  Profession  of  their  Faith  and  Repentance.  I  shall 
give  the  world  an  Account  how  the  matter  was  acted.  Some  of  the 
Elders  in  the  Synod  had  drawn  up  a  Conclusion.  That  persons  should 
make  a  Relation  of  the  work  of  God's  Spirit  upon  their  hearts,  in  order 
to  coming  into  full  Communion.  Some  others  of  the  Elders  objected 
against  it.  and  after  some  discourse  it  was  agreed  to  have  a  dispute  on 
that  qiiestion.  Whether  those  Professors  of  Religion  as  are  of  good 
Conversation,  are  not  to  be  admitted  to  full  Communion,  provided  they 
are  able  to  Examine  themselves,  and  discern  the  Lord's  body.  Mr. 
[Increase]  Mather,  held  the  negative  ;  I  labored  to  make  good  the 
Affirmative  ;  the  result  was  That  they  blotted  out  that  clause  of  Mak- 
ing a  Relation  of  the  work  of  God's  Spirit,  and  put  in  the  room  of  it. 
The  Making  a  Profession  of  their  Faith  and  Repentance  :  and  so  I 
Voted  with  the  Rest,  and  am  of  the  same  judgment  still."  i 

According  to  Mr.  Thacher,  the  discussion  was  evidently 
cut  short.  The  Synod  was  unwilling  to  enter  upon  an  in- 
terminable debate  upon  a  question  that  had  not  been  pro- 
pounded for  its  deliberation. 

1     Mr.  Stoddard's  Appeal  to  the  Learned. 
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Published  Sermons.  Many  sei'moiis  wero  publisliod  by  Mr.  Stod- 
dard, several  of  which  liave  since  been  re- 
printed. Tlie  list  of  his  printed  discourses  numbers  twenty- 
two.  In  1703  he  preached  the  ''  Annual  Election  Sermon" 
before  the  Legislature. 

Personal  Appear-  Very  little  is  kuowu  Concerning  his  per- 
a^ce.  sonal  appearance,   and  no  portrait  of  him 

has  been  handed  down.  "  His  Stature  was 
something  taller  than  the  common  Size,  his  countenance 
comely,  his  Presence  venerable  ;  his  whole  Look  and  Be- 
haviour such  as  gave  those  who  convers'd  with  him,  occa- 
sion to  say  of  him,  as  the  Woman  of  the  Prophet,  I  per- 
ceive that  this  is  a  holy  Man  of  God."^  "  His  conversa- 
tion was  grave  but  delightful  and  very  profitable,  accom- 
panied by  a  very  sweet  affability  and  a  freedom  from  mo- 
roseness,  often  pleasantness,  but  not  lightness  or  vanity."  ^ 
Imagine  a  tall,  spare  man,  of  sober  and  solemn  demeanor, 
stern  in  aspect,  clad  in  the  regulation  ministerial  costume  of 
the  day,  sedate  in  manner,  alert  and  business-like  in  action  ; 
yet  with  a  courtesy  and  affability  of  bearing  that  speedily 
won  the  respect  and  veneration  of  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact. 

He  Preached  with-  He  uot  Only  preached  without  notes  him- 
out  Notes,  but  g^jf^  Ij-q^  argued  strongly  against  their  use 
pared'his  Ser-  ^7  otliers.  In  a  sermou  published  in  1724, 
mons.  entitled,     "The   Defects   of    Preachers    re- 

proved," he  denounces  the  custom  of  reading  sermons.  The 
practice  he  says,  "may  be  tolerable  when  men's  memories 
become  imperfect  by  age,  but  ordinarily  it  is  not  to  be 
allowed."  "  Till  his  86"'  year  (in  which  he  died)  he  was  a 
constant  Preacher  one  Part  of  the  Lord's  days  and  at  a 
Monthly  Lecture,  without  the  use  of  Notes  at  all,"^  Ap- 
parently his  discourses  were  all  carefully  prepared,  but 
were  not  usually  completely  written  out.  One  hundred 
fifty  of  his  sermons  are  contained  in  a  small  l^'""  MS.  vol- 
ume, five  and  one  half  by  three  and  one  half  inches  in  size, 
on  a  page  and  a  half  of  which  is  written  the  notes  of  an 
entire  sermon.     The  whole  contains  one  hundred  thirty- 

1  Boston  Weekly  News  Letter,  Feb.  30,  1721). 

2  Rev.  Mr.  Williams'  Funeral  Sermon. 

3  Boston  Weekly  News  Letter,  Feb.  20. 1729. 
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oue  lines  and  averages  about  sixteen  words  to  a  line.  It 
would  occupy  about  five  pages  in  type  such  as  these  pages 
are  printed  upon.  This  little  leaf,  written  more  than  two 
hundred  years  ago  in  characters  so  minute  that  they  can- 
not be  deciphered,  though  the  ink  has  not  faded,  nor  the 
paper  been  defaced  by  much  handling,  represents  but  a 
minute  portion  of  the  labor  and  thought  of  a  man  whose 
"  Light  and  influence  went  out  thro'  the  whole  Country, 
and     *     *     gaue  a  Name  and  Reputation  to  the  Town."  ^ 

His  Preachins  Pow-     His  semious  wcre  argumentative,  full  of 
erfui  and  Con-     thouglit,    and  liis  manner  plain  and  con- 
^'  vincing.       ' '  He  was    well    skill'd    in    the 

learned  Languages  ;  well  vers'd  in  the  religious  Controver- 
sies that  relate  either  to  Points  of  Doctrine  or  Church  Gov- 
ernment; and  was  himself  a  ready  &  smart  Disputant."^ 
His  disputation  with  the  Mathers  gave  him  a  reputation 
equal  to  that  of  any  clergyman  of  his  time.  Throughout 
life  he  was  a  close  student  and  acquired  a  fund  of  general 
knowledge,  as  well  as  a  copious  "measure  of  all  useful 
learning,  especially  in  Divinity. "  ^  He  denounced  with 
vigor  whatever  he  thought  to  be  sinful  or  frivolous  in  the 
social  life  of  that  day.  Judge  Sewell  records  that,  in  a 
sermon  delivered  at  Boston,  at  Commencement  time,  in 
1707,  he  "Spake  plainly  in  Several  Articles  against  Super- 
stition. Spake  against  excess  in  comencem't  entertainments. 
Gov""  called  at  night  with  M'  Stoddard,  and  told  me  I 
should  cause  them  to  conclude."^  This  last  remark  may 
be  construed  to  mean  that  the  Governor  thought  that 
Judge  Sewell,  by  the  authority  of  his  office,  had  great  power 
of  reform  in  these  particulars. 

Pastor.  "As  a  pastor   he   was  diligent,    laborious, 

constant;  wise,  faithful,  compassionate."^ 
In  spiritual  matters  he  ruled  the  town  with  a  firmness  and 
authority  that  was  seldom  disputed.  In  fact,  so  complete 
was  his  control  ecclesiastically,  that  his  opponents  in  de- 
rision, named  him  "Pope." 

1  Boston  Weekly  News  Letter,  Feb.  30,  1739. 

3  Boston  Weekly  News  Letter. 

3  Rev.  Mr.  Williams'  Funeral  Sermon. 

4  Massachusetts  Historical  Collections,  series  5,  vol.  6,  p.  191. 

5  Boston  News  Letter. 
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Repeated  Visits  to      Mr.  Stoddjii'd  made  f  oi"  many  years  an  an- 
Boston.  nnal  visit  to  Boston,  where  his  father  lived 

and  where  his  brotliers,  who  were  honored 
and  respected  citizens,  resided.  But  there  is  no  evidence 
that  he  was  ever  allowed  any  one  "  to  wait  on  him,"  as  was 
the  case  with  his  colleague  and  successor.  There  are  indi- 
cations, though  no  positive  proof,  that  many  of  these  jour- 
neys were  made  in  the  company  of  some  of  the  neighbor- 
ing clergy.  Aside  from  the  attractions  of  home  and  kin- 
dred, it  is  certain  that  Harvard  College  Commencement 
was  the  controlling  motive  of  these  visits,  and  probably 
nearly  all  of  them  were  arranged  so  as  to  embrace  that 
honored  anniversary  of  his  Alma  Mater.  ^  On  many  of 
these  occasions,  indeed  on  nearly  all  of  them  of  which 
there  is  any  record,  he  preached  one  or  more  sermons  either 
on  Sunday  or  Lecture  day. 

Judge  seweirs  Diary.  Stroug  mutual  friendship  existed  between 
the  Northampton  pastor  and  Judge  Sam- 
uel Sewell,  whose  guest  he  was  on  many  of  these  occasions. 
Many  notices  of  these  visits  appear  in  Judge  Sewell's  Jour- 
nal. From  1685  to  1719,  thirteen  of  them  are  recorded. 
Many  allusions  are  made  in  the  Journal  to  the  sermons  and 
lectures  of  Mr.  Stoddard,  and  in  every  instance  with  evi- 
dent marks  of  hearty  approbation.  The  Judge  was  in  the 
habit  of  sending  some  little  remembrance  to  his  friends  in 
the  country  though  he  may  not  always  have  made  it  a  mat- 
ter of  record.  In  1707,  he  writes  :  "I  gave  Mr.  Stoddard, 
for  Madame  Stoddard,  two  half  pounds  of  chockolat,  in- 
stead of  comencement  cake  and  a  Thesis."  The  following 
year  Mr.  Stoddard  was  again  present,  and  on  commence- 
ment day  he  ''  craved  a  blessing  in  the  Hall,  &  Mr.  Wil- 
liams of  Hatfield,  returned  thanks."  Eleven  years  after- 
wards, he  records:  ''I  send  to  Mr.  Stoddard  of  North- 
ampton, 2  or  3  p''  of  Reasons  [raisins]  and  1  p'^  of  Almond 
in  a  paper  bag  by  Dea.  Sheldon." 

In   1716,  Judge  Sewell  journeyed  into  the  Connecticut 
valley,  and  of  course  paid  a  visit  to  his  friends  in  North- 

1  "  He  us'd  for  many  years  together  to  make  his  Annual  Visits  to  Boston,  at  the 
time  of  the  Commencement  ;  and  the  day  after  to  preach  the  Public  Lecture  to  a 
numerous  audience,  expecting  and  glad  to  hear  him."— Boston  Weekly  News  Letter. 
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ampton.  He  writes:  "Tuesday  went  to  ISTortliampton, 
Frary  going  to  Westfield,  Piloted  us.  Staid  2  or  3  hours 
with  Mr.  Stoddard,  dined  with  him  and  Madam  Stoddard, 
who  is  lame  of  Sciatica,  and  jet  spins  at  the  Linen  Wheel. 
Mr.  Stoddard  brought  me  going  to  Pascomack." 

The  friendship  existing  between  these  men  was  still 
further  exemplified  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  Judge 
Sewell's  wife,  which  occurred  in  1717.  Under  date  of  Dec. 
9"',  the  following  entry  may  be  found:  "Am  much  re- 
freshed with  Mr.  Stoddard's  Letter  of  condolence,  which  is 
excellent.  I  soked  in  Tears  at  reading.  *  *  *  j  take 
Mr.  Stoddard's  letter  to  be  an  answer  to  my  Prayer  for 
God's  gracious  looking  upon  me."  ^ 

Mr.  Stoddard  a  Busi-     He  was  uot  ouly  a  minister  of  the  Gospel, 
nessMan.  i^^f,  j^g  -^^s  a  man  of  good  business  abili- 

ties. Besides  preaching  two  sermons  on 
Sunday,  delivering  the  weekly  lecture,  and  attending  to 
his  pastoral  duties,  he  found  time  to  cultivate  his  farm,  as 
indeed  all  ministers  in  those  days  were  compelled  to  do,  and 
gave  not  a  little  attention  to  the  every-day  affairs  of  the 
town,  as  has  been  abundantly  manifested  in  the  preceding 
pages  of  this  work.  With  a  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  settlement,  he  gave  much  thought  to  various  business 
projects  which  resulted  in  great  advantage  to  the  commu- 
nity. It  is  needless  to  repeat  them.  His  correspondence 
with  the  authorities  is  invaluable  ;  his  suggestions  were  in 
the  main  practical,  and  in  some  instances  shadowed  forth 
methods  that  in  after  years  were  adopted.  His  letters  are 
the  most  reliable,  and  in  several  instances  the  most  satis- 
factory record  of  the  events  they  relate.  Honored  and 
venerated  by  all,  "  a  wise  &  judiceous  Casuist,  whose  Ad- 
vice &  Council  were  much  sought  &  valu'd  by  the  per- 
plex'd  &  scrupulous,"  ^  he  was  not  only  regarded  as  a  spir- 
itual guide,  but  his  counsel  was  also  sought  in  secular 
affairs.  His  opinions  were  quoted  in  the  correspondence  of 
prominent  townsmen  with  the  provincial  authorities,  and 
his  guiding  hand  has  already  been  noted  in  many  affairs  of 
importance. 

1  Massachusetts  Historical  Colleetious,  ser.  5,  vols.  5,  6,  7. 

2  Boston  Weeljly  News  Letter. 
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ludiaii  Traditinii.  TliG  I'espect  and  deference  bestowed  upon 
the  clergy  by  the  Puritan  settlers,  were  also 
extended  to  tlicni  by  the  Indians,  who  regarded  them  with 
much  the  same  feelings  shown  to  their  own  medicine-men. 
The  incident  related  by  the  Canadian  Indians  concerning 
Mr.  Stoddard.^  may  have  been  correct,  but  in  all  probabil- 
ity it  was  but  the  repetition  of  the  story  related  by  Rev. 
Hope  Atherton,  first  minister  of  Hatfield,  concerning  his 
experience  in  the  Falls  fight.  In.  this  case  the  narration  of 
Mr.  Atherton  was  corroborated  by  the  savages,  and  may  be 
regarded  as  truthful.  ^  These  men  were  contemporaries, 
and  it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  the  same  tradition  may  have 
been  made  to  do  service  for  both  of  them. 

.Aiarriage.  Oh  the   18*"   of   March,    1G70,   he  married 

Esther,  widow  of  his  predecessor.  Rev. 
Eleazar  Mather.  They  had  eleven  children,  six  daughters 
and  five  sons.  Mrs.  Mather  had  three  children  by  her  first 
husband,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  six  years  old  at  the 
time  of  her  second  marriage.  They  took  up  their  residence 
at  the  parsonage  given  to  Mr.  Mather  by  the  town,  and 
lived  there  till  about  the  time  Eliakim  Mather,  the  young- 
est son,  came  of  age,  when  the  Mather  homestead  was  sold 
to  John  and  Moses  Lyman.  In  1684,  Mr.  Stoddard  bought 
the  Clesson  place,  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Round  Hill,  and 
within  a  few  years  built  a  house  there. 

Estate.  Mr.  Stoddard  accumulated  a  large  estate  for 

the  times  in  which  he  lived.  It  was  inven- 
toried at  i'1126.  exclusive  of  books  and  wearing  apparel, 
besides  "several  hundred  pounds'"  due  on  bonds  lodged  in 
Boston.  His  real  estate  comprised  one  hundred  twenty- 
eight  acres,  fifty  of  which  was  meadow-land,  and  the  rest 
scattered  in  ditt'erent  parts  of  the  town.  In  his  library 
were  four  hundred  sixty-two  volumes,  four  hundred  ninety- 

1  The  tradition  related  by  the  Canada  Indians  to  their  English  captives  in  that 
country  was  that  once  when  Mr.  Stoddard  was  passing  "  Deweys  Hole,''  between 
Northampton  and  Hatfield,  a  Frenchman  in  ambush,  leveled  his  gun  at  the  minister, 
but  his  Indian  compauidu  advised  him  not  to  shoot,  as  that  was  the  Englishman's 
God.  An  experience  of  a  similar  nature  is  said  to  have  occurred  while  Mr.  Stoddard 
was  meditating  upon  a  sermon  in  an  orchard  at  Deerfield.— Dwight's  travels,  vol.  1, 
p,  331, 

2  Vol.  1.  p.  *«. 
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one  single  sermons  and  pamphlets.  By  will  lie  left  his  wife 
the  use  of  one  half  the  house,  one  half  the  meadow  land, 
the  income  of  the  money  at  interest,  also  ' '  my  servant  man 
during  the  remainder  of  his  service  ; "  <£60  were  also  placed 
at  her  disposal,  and  £12  in  meat  and  meal.  The  eldest. 
son,  Anthony,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Woodbury,  Ct. ,  was 
given  £220,  with  what  he  had  received  (his  education  at 
Harvard  College),  and  all  the  books  and  apparel.  To  each 
of  his  six  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  married,  he  left  the 
sum  of  £120,  with  what  he  had  already  given  them.  Col. 
John  Stoddard  had  one  half  the  real  estate,  and  all  the 
homestead  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  and  if  he  should 
live  four  years  in  Northampton,  all  the  land  wherever  sit- 
uated. Mrs.  Stoddard  died  in  1736,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-two  years. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


NEW   MEETING-HOUSE. 


A  New  Mee  ting-     MoRE  tliaii  sevGiit}^  y ears  had  passed  since 
House  under     tliG  secoiid  meeting-liousG  had  been  erected. 

Discussion.  t-j  ^  •  itttt  ^ 

it  was  becoming  old  and  shaky,  and  was, 
moreover,  altogether  too  small  to  accommodate  the  large 
and  increasing  congregation.  Every  year  it  was  found 
necessary  to  expend  considerable  money  in  repairs,'  but 
not  enough  seems  to  have  been  done  to  arrest  the  hand  of 
decay,  and  the  building  was  becoming  more  and  more  di- 
lapidated. The  question  of  building  a  new  meeting-house 
was  in  agitation  several  years  before  definite  action  was 
taken.  It  was  first  brought  forward  in  town-meeting  in 
March,  173|.  As  usual  there  was  a  conflict  of  opinion  on 
the  subject.  A  disagreement  concerning  the  location  of  the 
building  seems  to  have  been  developed  before  the  matter 
was  presented  to  the  town. 

A  Decision  to  Build.  The  first  vote  upou  it  declared  "  that  When 
they  did  Build  a  Meetting  House;  it  Should 
be  Set  on  the  Meetting  Hill ;  as  Near  as  it  Can  be  Conve- 
niently to  the  Presentt  Meetting  House."  Undoubtedly 
this  division  of  sentiment  delayed  the  work,  for  no  more  is 
heard  about  it  till  the  latter  part  of  1735.  In  November  of 
that  year,  a  vote  was  ' '  passed  in  the  affirmative  by  a  very 
great  majority,"  to  "build  a  Meeting  House,  Get  the  tim- 
ber, fraim  it,  Raise  and  Cover  it,  by  the  End  of  y®  next 
Summer."  In  the  same  vote  it  was  provided  that  the  house 
should  be  "about  seventy  foot  long  and  about  forty-six  or 
fortj^-eight  foot  in  weadth,  with  a  Steeple  or  Bell  Coney 

1  The  boys  delighted  in  making  targets  both  of  the  meeting-house  and  school- 
house,  and  scarcely  a  year  passed  when  the  town  was  not  called  upon  to  expend, 
sometimes  as  much  as  a  pound  to  replace  broken  glass  in  these  buildings. 

61 


68  HISTORY    OF    NORTHAMPTON.  [1735. 

(balcony)  at  the  end."  The  exact  dimensions  of  the  buihl- 
ing  were  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  carry  the  vote  into  effect.  This  body  was  composed  of 
Col.  John  Stoddard,  Eben'  Pumroy,  Capt.  John  Clark, 
Capt.  Preserv'^  Clapp.  Ensigne  Eben''  Parsons,  Ensigne 
Ebenez''  Clark.  &  Joseph  Wright. 

The  Probable  Rea-  Probably  the  determining  cause  of  the 
son  for  Building,  above  votc  was  the  extraordinar}^  revival  of 
religion  that  prevailed  during  the  summer 
of  1735.^  Under  a  state  of  feeling  where  sixty,  eighty  and 
one  hundred  persons  presented  themselves  for  admission  to 
the  church  at  successive  communion  seasons,^  the  absolute 
need  of  larger  accommodations  for  Sunday  services,  was 
apparent. 

Committee  sent  to  Before  the  decisive  vote  was  passed,  proba- 
view  Meeting-  "jjiy  during  the  two  ycars  which  elapsed 
after  the  first  one  was  adopted,  and  the  final 
decision  to  build  reached,  Joseph  Wright  and  Nathaniel 
Curtis,  undoubtedly  under  instructions  from  the  selectmen, 
"  viewed  "  many  meeting-houses  with  reference  to  procur- 
ing a  plan  for  tlie  proposed  building.  Without  doubt  they 
examined  some  of  those  more  recently  erected.  It  is  only 
known  that  Curtis  went  to  Lebanon,  Ct.,  and  that  they 
were  allowed  60s.  for  expenses  and  services.  Both  were 
master  workmen,  and  were  employed  in  building  the  new 
house.  With  the  final  vote  to  build  was  coupled  another 
authorizing  the  expenditure  of  £100  for  the  purchase  of 
glass  and  nails. 

©atheriug  Materials.  Duriug  the  succeediug  wiutcr  and  spring 
materials  were  gathered  for  the  edifice. 
Timber  was  cut  on  the  commons,  and  men  were  paid  by  the 
load,  both  for  cutting  and  carting.  Some  of  it  was  brought 
from  "over  Beaver  Brook,"  some  from  the  south  side  of 
Manlian  River,  some  from  "over  Robert's  Meadow,"  and 
some  was  obtained  at  a  nearer  point.  There  are  accounts 
for  carting  eighty  loads  of  timber,  "5  loads  of  sleepers," 

1  The  entire  population  seemed  to  be  under  conviction  of  sin.  "There  was 
scarcely  a  single  person  in  the  town,  either  old  or  young,  that  was  left  unconcerned 
about  the  great  things  of  the  eternal  world." — Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards'  Narrative  of 
Surprising  Conversions,  p.  13. 

2  Ibid,  pp.  18,  19. 
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"0  loads  of  poles,"  "2  loads  of  sprouts,"  &c.  In  connec- 
tion witli  the  account  for  cartage,  is  another  covering 
about  one  hundred  seventy  days'  labor.  The  men  were 
paid  according  to  the  season  of  the  year,  some  4s.  and 
others  5s.  per  day.  They  were  undoubtedly  employed  in 
felling  the  timber  and  preparing  it  for  transportation. 
Most  of  the  stone  used  in  the  foundation  was  brought  from 
the  ''mountain,"  probably  from  Mt.  Tom,  and  from  Rocky 
Hill.  The  prices  paid  for  carting  were  from  7s.  to  15s.  ; 
generally  from  10s.  to  l::^s.  These  materials  were  placed  in 
the  highway  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  meeting-house,  and 
there  the  timber  was  scored,  hewed  and  framed,  readj^  for 
raising.  Stone  for  door-steps  were  purchased  of  Samuel 
Bartlett  of  Bolton,  and  he  receiA^ed  £10  for  them. 

An  Attempt  to      When  the  frame  was  nearly  ready  for  rais- 
change  t  h  e  Lo-     {^g^  ^u  attempt  was  made  to  change  the 

cation.  i  ■•  p      ji  t  t  t  . 

location  or  the  house,  and  place  it  on 
the  "  Sand  Hill  between  Moses  Lyman's  and  Jonathan 
Wright's."^  But  the  proposition  was  negatived,  and  a 
vote  passed  that  the  new  house  should  be  set  "partly  on 
North  West  Side  of  the  present  Meeting  House,  and  j)artly 
from  thence  North  Eastwardly,  on  the  Ridge  of  Land  where- 
on Edward  Bakers  fence  now  standeth."^  As  some  dis- 
satisfaction was  still  manifested  concerning  the  position  of 
the  new  building,  the  town  two  weeks  afterwards  reaffirmed 
the  latter  vote,  and  ordered  "  that  the  New  meeting  House, 
when  framed  Shall  be  Set  at  y'^  place  where  it  is  framing." 
This  building  stood  in  the  present  highway,  and  the  steeple, 
at  the  east  end  of  it,  was  about  on  a  line  with  the  center 
doorway  of  the  XJresent  church  edifice. 

1  From  existing  topography  it  is  impossible  to  name  with  certainty  this  proposed 
site.  In  all  probability  it  meant  merely  another  position  on  Meeting-House  Hill,  but 
no  sand-hill  is  now  in  existence  by  means  of  which  the  place  can  be  identified. 
Moses  Lyman,  grandson  of  John  Lyman,  owned  at  this  time  the  northerly  half  of  the 
Rev.  Eleazar  Mather  property  (now  comprising  the  southerly  side  of  Main  Street 
from  Pleasant  Street  to  th»  Hampshire  County  Bank)  and  Jonathan  Wright,  grand- 
son of  Samuel  Wright  Sr..  was  one  of  the  owners  of  the  lot  at  the  corner  of  Main 
and  King  Streets  (First  National  Bank  and  Williston  homestead),  and  it  was  proba- 
bly at  the  extreme  southeast  extremity  of  Meetiug-House  Hill,  that  it  was  desired 
to  place  the  new  structure,  which  is  the  only  point  that  seems  to  satisfy  the  above 
conditions. 

2  From  the  above  description  it  is  probable  that  there  was  an  error  in  the  loca- 
tion of  the  second  meeting-house,  and  that  it  may  have  stood  opposite  the  present 
entrance  to  Gothic  Street,  and  not  at  that  of  Center  Street  as  heretofore  stated. 
See  vol.  1,  p.  120. 
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The  Frame  Raised.  Duriiig  the  summer  the  foundations  were 
laid,  Gideon  Hale  being  paid  £6,13  for 
*' moulding  the  underpinning,"  and  the  timber  was  made 
ready  for  the  frame.  Everything  was  prepared  for  raising 
in  September,  and  on  Tuesday,  the  21"'  day  of  the  month, 
the  work  was  commenced.  It  was  apparently  the  inten- 
tion that  the  raising  should  be  done  by  voluntary  labor, 
but  after  the  sills  were  laid,  the  town  voted  to  hire  men  for 
that  purpose,  paying  them  5s.  per  day  and  furnishing 
liquor.  In  a  week's  time  the  entire  frame  of  the  building, 
with  the  exception  of  the  spire,  was  in  place.  The  town 
treasurer's  account  shows  that  seventy-six  men  were  em- 
ployed in  that  work,  fifty-four  of  whom  labored  five  days, 
and  the  others  a  shorter  time.  Forty-nine  gallons  of  rum, 
and  thirty-six  pounds  of  sugar  were  required  to  get  the 
timbers  into  place,  and  twenty  gallons  seem  to  have  been 
consumed  while  the  framing  was  in  progress,  making  in  all 
sixty-nine  gallons  of  liquor  that  were  required  for  this  part 
of  the  work,  besides  a  number  of  barrels  of  "cyder,"  as 
well  as  several  barrels  of  beer.  Dea.  Ebenezer  Hunt  thus 
describes  in  his  Journal  the  work  of  raisi]ig  the  frame :  — 

"  In  November,  1735,  we  passed  a  vote  to  build  a  new  meeting  house 
70  feet  in  length,  46  feet  in  breadth,  and  proceeded  to  get  the  timber 
the  winter  following ;  and  in  the  summer  of  1786  we  framed  it — Mr. 
Joseph  Wright  master — and  on  the  16"'  day  of  Sept.  we  laid  the  sills,  it 
being  on  Thursday,  and  appointed  to  begin  to  raise  on  Monday  follow- 
ing, but  that  proved  a  wet  day  ;  so  the  town  met  together  and  agreed 
to  hire  60  men  to  raise  the  meeting  house  and  to  give  them  5s.  the  day, 
they  keeping  themselves  excepting  drinks,  and  on  Tuesday  morning 
they  began  to  raise,  it  being  the  21^*'  day  of  said  Sept.  and  they  raised 
all  the  posts  in  the  length  of  the  house,  excepting  two  of  a  side ;  and 
on  Wednesday,  the  22'',  they  finished  the  body  of  the  house,  and  put  up 
two  beams  ;  and  on  Thursday'  the  23'^  we  put  up  all  the  beams  and  made 
some  preparations  for  raising  the  upper  part  of  the  bellfree  ;  and  on 
Friday  the  24"'.  we  finished  the  scaffolding  and  raised  one  half  of  the 
bellfree  ;  and  the  next  day  the  25"'  it  rained  till  noon,  and  in  the  after- 
noon they  finished  the  body  of  the  bellfree  :  and  on  Monday,  the  27"^ 
of  said  month,  we  finished  the  raising  of  the  house  ;  and  we  have 
abundant  cause  to  take  notice  with  thankfulness  of  the  kindness  of 
God  to  us  in  protecting  and  preserving  the  lives  and  limbs  of  all 
those  that  were  active  in  the  building  of  the  house,  for  except  the 
Lord  build  the  house,  thej'  labor  in  vain  that  build  it. 

"On  Thursday,  the  21"'  day  of  July,  1737,  the  spire  of  our  meeting 
house  was  raised  with  good  success,  for  which  we  have  cause  to  be 


1737]  NEW   MEETING-HOUSE.  71 

thankful.     On  Friday,  the  5"'  day  of  May,  1738,  we  pulled  down  the 
old  meeting  house,  without  hurt  to  any  man,  or  to  the  new  house." 

Accidents.  Notwithstanding  the  amount  of  intoxicants 

consumed,  the  laborious  task  of  raising  the 
huge  frame  was  accomplished  without  accident.  But  dur- 
ing the  following  year,  two  persons  were  injured,  while  at 
work  on  the  building.  Jonathan  Strong  was  fjaid  £3  for 
^'setting  his  bone,  broken  while  working  at  y"  meeting 
house,"  and  £3.10  was  paid  to  "y*"  bonesetter  for  setting 
Ebenezer  Burt's  thy." 

The  Spire,  Pews     At  the  auuual  town-mceting  in  173^,  the 
and  Seats.  buildiug  Committee  reported  progress  and 

were  discharged.  A  vote  to  complete  the 
striicture  during  the  year  immediately  followed,  and  a  new 
committee  was  chosen  to  carry  on  the  work.  The  question 
of  building  a  spire  or  steeple  had  not  been  previously  set- 
tled, and  the  matter  was  entrusted  to  the  discretion  of  this 
committee,  with  instructions  to  "  advise  with  some  Work- 
men with  Respect  to  the  Height,  manner  and  method  of 
Building  the  Same."  It  was  also  "  voted  that  in  the  meet- 
ing House  now  a  Building,  there  Shall  be  Pews  made 
round  the  meeting  House  and  only  Seats  on  both  Sides  of 
the  Alley."  Accordingly  pews  were  placed  along  the  outer 
walls  on  all  sides  of  the  building.  The  "alley," — "broad 
a,lley,"  as  it  is  elsewhere  called — or  broad  aisle,  extended 
through  the  middle  of  the  audience  room,  from  the  south 
door  (there  were  doors  on  three  sides  of  the  edifice)  to  the 
pulpit.  Twenty-five  wall  pews  were  built  on  the  ground 
floor,  and  these  seem  to  have  been  all  the  pews  authorized 
by  the  above  vote.  But  the  earliest  seating  plan  extant, 
very  probably  the  first  one  ever  made,  contains  another 
tier  of  twelve  pews  along  three  sides  of  the  narrow  aisle 
which  gave  access  to  the  wall  pews.  These  pews  were  un- 
doubtedly put  in  when  the  house  was  built,  and  the  vote 
prescribing  "  only  seats  on  both  sides  of  the  alley,"  was 
construed  to  mean  that  all  other  parts  of  the  house  should 
be  provided  with  pews.  This  view  is  confirmed  by  the  fact 
that  there  remains  no  record  of  the  addition  of  any  pews 
till  1762,  when  five  were  constructed,  probably  in  the  gal- 
lery.     The  plan   referred  to  shows  a  tier  of  wall  pews, 
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flanked  by  a  narrow  passageway,  then  another  tier  of  pews 
with  a  narrow  alley,  then  a  row  of  benches  or  "  seats,"  then 
the  "broad  aisle."  In  1766,  four  "hind  seats,"  two  on 
each  side  of  the  broad  aisle,  were  taken  ont  and  the 
"  gronnd  made  into  pews."  Twenty  years  elapsed  before 
the  benches  were  all  discarded,  and  the  entire  floor  occu- 
pied with  pews.  1  The  vote  ordering  this  change  was  made 
in  1785. 

Money  Borrowed  When  the  vote  about  scats  was  adox^ted,  an 
to  Pay  Current  appropriation  of  £300  was  made  for  the 
Ungluant^  Vote"  purpose  of  finishing  the  edifice.  While  the 
work  was  in  progress,  £60  were  borrowed 
of  three  individuals — £20  from  each — to  pay  current  expen- 
ses. In  1738,  an  order  was  made  to  place  benches  "before 
the  deacons  seat,  before  the  fore  seats,  and  before  the  pews 
against  the  inner  corner  pews  "  for  the  children.  At  the 
same  time  Samuel  Phelps  and  others  asked  "  Liberty  to 
make  a  pew  for  their  daughters  in  the  new  meeting  house 
on  the  back  side  of  the  north  gallery  and  it  passed  in  the 
negative."  An  exclusive  ownership  of  sittings  was  not 
sufficiently  democratic  for  the  times,  and  the  people  pro- 
tested against  it,  even  to  the  verge  of  being  deemed  un- 
gallant.  No  definite  sum  is  named  as  the  cost  of  this 
building,  but  the  treasurer's  accounts  show  an  expenditure 
of  more  than  £3000,  for  which  taxes  were  laid. 

The  Interior  of  this     Acccss  to  the  liouse  was  obtained  through 
E<i''^<'®-  three  entrances.     The  principal  one  was  at 

the  south  side  of  the  building,  facing  Main 
Street,  and  opening  into  the  broad  aisle  ;  there  was  another 
through  the  steeple,  and  a  third  at  the  westerly  end  of  the 
structure.  The  pulpit  was  on  the  side  opposite  the  main 
entrance,  canopied  by  a  huge  sounding-board,  which  bore 
the  figures,  1735,  the  date  of  the  first  vote  to  build.  The 
pews  were  either  square  or  oblong,  with  high  straight 
backs,  and  the  seats  were  hinged  so  that  they  could  be 
raised,  in  order  to  allow  more  room  for  the  occupants  while 

1  At  the  commencement  of  the  nineteenth  century  there  were  forty-nine  pews  on 
the  ground  floor  of  this  meeting-house,  and  seventeen  pews  and  fourteen  long 
benches  in  the  gallery.  At  that  date  the  duty  of  seating  the  meetiug-house  devolved 
upon  the  selectmen,  and  the  schedule  of  1808,  signed  by  the  selectmen  of  that  year,, 
contains  the  names  of  1036  persons  to  whom  seats  were  assigned. 
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standing  during  praj'er  or  while  singing.  In  some  houses 
the  pew  rail  was  supported  by  a  row  of  short  balusters, 
which  gave  an  ornamental  appearance  to  these  pen  like 
structures.  It  is  not  certain  that  any  kind  of  adornment 
prevailed  here. 

Galleries.  Tliese  werc  reached  by  stairways  in  the  cor- 

ners of  the  room,  on  both  sides  of  the  main 
doorway,  and  the  galleries  extended  along  three  sides  of  the 
building.  There  w^as  a  passageway  from  the  gallery  to 
the  steeple,  but  no  stairs  in  the  belfry.  On  the  plan 
already  referred  to,  five  pews  only  are  indicated  in  the  gal- 
lery, and  those  were  on  the  side  opposite  the  pulpit. 
"Women  were  seated  on  the  left  of  the  pulpit  and  men  on 
the  right. 

Four  other  Houses     Four  mecting-houses,  situated  respectively 
like  this  one.  j^  Bostou,  Springfield,  Hatfield  and  Long- 

meadow,  resembled  this  one.  They  were 
nearly  of  the  same  dimensions,  and  similar  in  style  of 
architecture.  A  picture  of  either  of  them  would  sufficiently 
well  represent  the  Northampton  edifice.  The  steeple  of 
each  was  surmounted  by  a  weather-vane,  intended  to  coun- 
terfeit chanticleer.  ^     All  had  bells  much  alike. 

Seating  the  New  When  the  uew  liouse  of  worship  was  nearly 
Meeting-House.  completed,  the  problem  of  seating  the  con- 
gregation in  it  assumed  special  importance, 
and  in  connection  therewith  arose  the  question  of  allowing' 
the  sexes  to  sit  together.  Public  opinion  in  this  respect 
was  growing  more  liberal,  but  there  was  still  a  strong  sen- 
timent in  opposition  to  seating  men  and  women  side  by 
side  on  the  Sabbath.  During  the  closing  months  of  the 
year  1737,  a  series  of  votes  was  passed  relative  to  these  mat- 
ters. The  first,  in  November,  provided  that  males  should 
be  at  the  south  end  of  the  new  meeting-house,  and  females 
at  the  north  ;  that  the  men  should  sit  at  the  right  of  the 
pulpit  and  the  women  at  the  left.     A  proposition  to  appoint 

1  It  is  stated  that  the  cocks  used  for  weather-vanes  were  all  imported,  and  were 
composed  of  two  thicknesses  of  copper,  which  were  spread  about  three  inches  apart 
at  the  center.  When  the  new  meeting-house  was  built  in  1812,  the  fowl  weather-vane 
was  omitted. 
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a  seating  committee  of  three  persons  was  negatived,  and 
the  former  number  of  five  was  adopted.  This  committee 
was  composed  of  "  John  Stoddard,  Esq,  Ebenezer  Pumroy, 
Esq,  Timothy  Dwight,  Esq,  Samuel  Mather,  and  .Dea.  Sam- 
uel Allyn,"  They  were  instructed  to  "draw  up  their 
Scheam  or  Piatt  for  Seating  of  the  meeting  House  and  pre- 
sent it  to  the  Town,"  for  approval.  On  this  committee 
were  some  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town,  and  yet  so 
important  was  the  matter  deemed,  that  their  work  was  to 
be  supervised  by  the  people.  In  December  the  town  re- 
fused to  allow  men  and  their  wives  to  be  seated  together. 

The  Seating  Com-  At  the  samc  meeting  it  was  voted  that 
mittee  Instructed,  the  committcc  appointed  at  the  November 
meeting  should  be  established  and  contin- 
ued, and  instructions  were  to  be  given  them  "for  their  di- 
rection and  conduct  in  prosecuting  the  design  of  seating 
the  meeting  house."  The  meeting  then  adjourned  for  four 
days,  during  which  time  the  following  rules  for  their  guid- 
ance were  concocted :  — 

"  1.  Voted  That  in  Seating  the  new  meeting  House  the  Committee 
have  Respect  principally  to  men's  estate. 

"3.     To  have  Regard  to  men's  Age. 

"  3.  Voted  that  Some  Regard  and  Respect  to  men's  usefullness,  but 
in  a  less  Degree." 

In  these  instructions  wealth  was  the  first  consideration, 
then  age,  and  lastly  intellect,  ability,  and  usefulness  in  the 
community.  Heretofore  age  had  been  deemed  of  the  most 
importance,  and  estate  of  secondary  consequence.  In  sev- 
eral other  towns,  some  of  which  have  already  been  enu- 
merated, age  and  usefulness  were  placed  before  wealth. 
At  this  adjourned  meeting  a  committee,  consisting  of  six 
persons,  was  ajjpointed  to  "estimate  the  pews  and  seats.'' 
In  other  words  they  were  to  "  dignify  "*  the  seats,  appraise 
their  social  value,  that  the  seaters  might  make  no  errors  in 
placing  their  occupants.  The  plan  of  mingling  the  sexes 
was  again  brought  forward  and  disposed  of  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  :  "The  Question  was  put  whether  the  Com- 
mittee be  forbidden  to  Seat  men  &  their  wives  together. 
Especially  Such  as  Incline  to  Sit  together  ;  It  passed  in  the 
Negative."'      Under   this  qualified  consent  the  committee 
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proceeded  to  seat  married  people  together  in  the  pews,  but 
upon  the  benches  in  the  center  of  the  house  the  men  were 
placed  on  one  side  of  the  broad  aisle,  and  their  wives  on 
the  other.  In  some  cases  husbands  were  seated  in  a  pew 
and  wives  on  a  Ijench. 

Plans  of  Sittings.  A  plan  of  the  sittings,  containing  the  name 
of  each  occupant,  in  all  probability  the  one 
adopted  in  December,  1737,  is  here  reproduced,  but  it  bears 
no  date.  The  arrangement  of  pews  and  seats  is  identical 
with  that  of  1750,  which  has  also  been  preserved ;  no 
change  having  been  made  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  build- 
ing till  some  years  later.  On  this  plan  are  the  names  of 
several  persons,  known  to  have  died  in  1738,  while  on  an- 
other plan,  also  without  date,  they  are  omitted.  It  con- 
tains the  names  of  nearly  six  hundred  persons. 

First  Occupation  of  The  uew  house  of  worship  was  occupied 
the  New  Meeting-  early  in  the  year  1738,  though  it  was  not 
wholly  completed  till  the  following  j^ear. 
It  was  never  formally  dedicated,  for  it  was  not  then  the 
custom  to  set  apart  the  meeting-house  for  none  other  than 
religious  services.  Meetings  for  military,  civil,  political, 
as  well  as  ecclesiastical  purposes,  were  held  within  its 
portals.  ^ 

Serious  Accident  in  Before  the  uew  building  was  ready  for  oc- 
the  old  Meeting-  cupaucy  its  Special  need  was  emphasized 
in  a  most  striking  manner.  A  serious  ac- 
cident, most  remarkable  in  its  consequences,  occurred  in 
the  old  meeting-house.^  On  Sunday,  March  13,  1737,  dur- 
ing the  morning  service,  the  front  gallery  fell.  The  build- 
ing, too  small  for  the  large  congregation  worshipping  there, 
was  filled  in  every  part.  The  first  great  revival  under  the 
pastorate  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  during  which  more  than 
three  hundred  members  were  added  to  the  church,  had  not 

1  "Holiness  of  places, "'  says  Cotton  Mather,  writing  in  1726.  "  is  no  more  believed 
in  among  them  [the  Xew  England  churches]  than  it  was  in  the  days  of  Clemens 
Alexandrianus,  who  says  that  every  place  is  holy  where  we  receive  the  knowledge 
of  God." 

3  The  above  account  of  this  catastrophe  is  compiled  from  a  letter  describing  it, 
written  by  Rev.  Jonathan  Edward.-*,  under  date  of  March  19,  1737  ;  from  Dea.  Ebene- 
zer  Hunt's  Journal,  and  from  an  account  published  in  the  Boston  Weekly  News  Let- 
ter of  March  24,  1737. 
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wholly  ceased,  and  the  attendance  on  church  services  was 
unusually  large.  Between  one  hundred  fifty  and  two  hun- 
dred persons^  were  in  the  gallery  and  immediately  under 
it,  but  no  one  was  killed  or  seriously  injured. 

Fall  of  the  Gallery.  Mr.  Edwards  was  preacliiug  from  the  text 
"  Behold  ye  despisers  and  wonder  and  per- 
ish." He  had  just  "laid  down  his  doctrines,"  when  "with 
a  noise  like  a  clap  of  thunder,"  the  whole  front  gallery 
fell.  No  lives  were  lost,  nor  above  "ten  persons  were  so 
wounded  as  to  make  any  great  matter  of  it  ;  *  *  and 
though  many  were  greatly  bruised  and  their  flesh  torn,  yet 
not  one  bone  was  broken  or  so  much  as  put  out  of  joint 
among  them  all."  This  house,  erected  in  1G61,  had  been  in 
use  seventy-six  years,  and  was  falling  into  decay.  The 
building  had  begun  to  spread  at  the  bottom,  the  sills  and 
walls  giving  way.  Severe  frosts  during  the  winter  had 
affected  the  foundation  much  more  than  usual,  the  under- 
pinning had  been  considerably  disordered,  and  the  "ends 
of  the  joists,  which  bore  up  the  front  gallery,  were  drawn 
off  from  the  girts  on  which  they  rested."  The  gallery 
seemed  to  sink  in  the  middle,  and  people  were  thrown  in  a 
heap  before  the  front  door.  "The  falling  gallery  seemed 
to  be  broken  all  to  pieces  before  it  got  down,  so  that  some 
who  fell  with  it,  as  well  as  those  who  were  under  it,  were 
buried  in  the  ruins  and  were  found  pressed  under  heavy 
loads  of  timber,  and  could  do  nothing  to  help  themselves." 
"  The  house  was  filled  with  dolorous  shrieking  ;  and  noth- 
ing else  was  expected  than  to  find  many  people  dead,  or 
dashed  to  pieces."  The  congregation  was  sitting,  and  the 
tops  of  the  pews  prevented  the  timbers  from  coming  upon 
those  who  were  under  the  gallery.  In  his  letter  describing 
the  catastrophe.  Mr.  Edwards  remarks  :  —  "  It  seems  un- 
reasonable to  ascribe  it  [the  preservation  of  the  lives  and 
limbs  of  the  people]  to  any  thing  else  but  the  care  of  Prov- 
idence, in  disposing  the  motions  of  every  piece  of  timber, 
and  the  precise  place  of  safety  where  every  one  should  sit 
and  fall,  when  none  were  in  any  capacity  to  care  for  their 
own  preservation."      The   following   Wednesday   was   set 

1  Hunt's  Journal  states  that  "about  70  persons  fell  with  the  gallery  and  there 
were  nearly  as  many  more  under  it,"  while  the  Boston  News  Letter  reports  that 
there  were  about  "200  in  and  underneath  it." 
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apart  as  a  day  of  solemn  worship  to  God.  "and  to  praise 
his  name  for  so  wonderful,  and  as  it  were  miraculous,  a 
]n'eser  Vatican." 

The  Old  House  T.iru     An  Order  was  adopted  in  1738.  to  pull  down 
''°^'''"-  the  old  meeting-house,  and  dispose  of  it  to 

the  best  advantage.  On  the  5"'  day  of 
May  it  was  demolished.  Five  pounds  and  thirteen  shillings 
were  expended  in  removing  it.  and  much  of  the  material 
was  disposed  of  during  the  following  years.  A  portion  of 
it  was  used  in  the  erection  of  a  town  house,  in  1739,  and 
the  pulpit  and  all  the  pews  belonging  to  the  town,  were 
given  to  the  people  of  the  new  settlement  over  Munhan — 
Southampton. 

The  Youug  People      In  the  old  lueeting-liouse  much  disorder  pre- 

Behave  Badly  at     vailed  amoug  the  young  people  during  re- 
Meeting.  T     •  •'  1    -i  ,      , 

ligious  services,  and  it  was  not  strange,  con- 
sidering the  crowded  state  of  the  congregation.  In  the 
new  one,  measures  were  taken  previous  to  its  occupation, 
to  preserve  order.  In  March  173^^,  the  annexed  vote  on  this 
subject  was  adopted  :  — 

'*  The  Question  Was  put  whether  the  Town  desired  the 
Several  Justices  in  Northampton  (when  the  Committee  of 
Seaters  have  finished  their  Seating)  to  Exert  their  Author- 
ity to  maintain  good  Order  in  the  House  of  God  in  the  time 
of  Publick  Worship,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmatiA^e." 

If  the  six  tithing-inen  appointed  that  year  were  unable 
to  keep  the  children  quiet,  and  it  became  necessary  to  call 
on  the  Justices  to  assist,  either  the  Sundaj^  constables  were 
ver}^  inefficient,  or  the  disorder  must  have  assumed  very 
alarming  proportions. 

Porches  Built  and  Wlieii  the  meetiiig-liouse  was  erected,  no 
a  Tower  Clock  porclics  wei'e  placed  over  either  of  the 
doors.  The  first  movement  in  that  direc- 
tion was  made  in  1764,  when  one  was  constructed  over  the 
west  entrance,  and  four  years  later  another  was  placed  over 
the  south  door.  A  clock  found  its  way  into  the  steeple  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  but  there  is  no  record  concerning 
it,  and  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  clock  was  purchased  by 
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the  town  or  presented  by  individuals.  Very  probably  it 
may  have  been  paid  for  by  voluntary  contributions.  Allu- 
sion is  first  made  to  this  timepiece  in  1740,  when  Seth  Pom- 
eroy  was  allowed  20s.  "  for  looking  after  the  clock."  Other 
accounts  to  different  individuals  for  this  purpose,  are  found 
in  after  years.  Private  parties  were  permitted  in  1784,  to 
put  up  a  dial,  at  their  own  expense,  at  the  east  side  of  the 
meeting-house. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

JOSEPH  HAWLEY— PHYSICIANS— TOWN  HALL— PASCOMMUCK. 

Suicide  of  Joseph     While   the  subject  of  building  the   new 
Hawiey.  meeting-housc  was  in  agitation,  the  com- 

munity was  greatly  shocked  by  the  suicide 
of  Joseph  Hawiey,  the  second  person  in  town  bearing  that 
name.  On  Sunday  morning,  June  1,  1735,  Lieut.  Joseph 
Hawiey  cut  his  throat  in  his  bedchamber,  and  died  soon 
after.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  great- 
ly respected,  and  a  leading  citizen.  Many  important  offices 
had  been  conferred  upon  him,  and  he  transacted  much 
business  for  the  town.  In  nineteen  consecutive  years  he 
was  fifteen  times  chosen  townsman,  and  from  1716  to  1734, 
was  annually  elected  town  clerk.  In  this  capacity  he 
charged  the  town  for  making  rates,  and  the  ministers — Mr. 
Stoddard  and  Mr.  Edwards — for  recording  marriages. 
These  last  charges  were  made  in  accordance  with  the  law  of 
1716.  He  was  County  Treasurer  from  1730  to  1732.  Dea. 
Hunt  in  his  diary  calls  him  Lieut.  Hawiey,  but  no  evidence 
of  service  in  the  militia  appears. 

His  Business  ^^-    Hawlcy  was    interested    in    several 

branches  of  business,  and  was  successful  in 
them  all.  He  was  a  merchant,  and  for  many  years  appears 
to  have  been  the  principal  trader  in  town.  He  owned  an 
'interest  in  a  sawmill,  carried  on  boating  on  Connecticut 
River,  and  managed  a  large  farm.  Much  was  done  at  that 
time  by  the  farmers  of  the  Connecticut  valley,  in  the  way 
of  fattening  cattle  for  market,  and  in  this  Mr.  Hawiey  was 
engaged  to  some  extent.    Droves^  were  sent  from  the  towns 

1  Samuel  Sheldon  of  Northampton,  was  one  of  the  drovers  and  Dr.  Thomas  Wells 
of  Deerfield,  was  another.  The  latter  had  charge  of  a  drove  of  cattle  from  that  town 
to  Boston,  in  1729.    He  was  absent  ten  days  and  received  95s.  for  his  services. 

19 


80  HISTORY   OF   NORTHAMPTON.  [1T35. 

along  tlie  river  to  Boston,  and  Mr.  Hawley  apparently 
acted  as  agent  for  the  Northampton  men.  He  received  pay 
for  the  cattle,  possibly  made  the  sales  in  Boston,  and  .paid 
the  proceeds  to  the  owners,  when  he  reached  home.  Many 
transactions  of  this  nature  are  entered  upon  his  account- 
books. 

Principally  a  Mer-      In  1717,  lic  Commenced  the  mercantile  busi- 
chant.  ness,  which  slowly  increased  from  year  to 

year.  The  stock  of  goods  consisted  of  the 
usual  heterogeneous  combination  found  in  an  old  style 
country  store.  Much  of  his  trade  was  in  dry-goods,  con- 
sisting mainly  in  trimmings  for  men's  and  women's  gar- 
ments. Though  he  sold  many  articles  for  female  adorn- 
ment, bonnets  do  not  appear  among  them.  He  disposed  of 
large  numbers  of  silk  handkerchiefs,  as  well  as  no  small 
allowance  of  rum.  The  amount  of  business  transacted  by 
him  was  never  very  large,  and  the  charges  on  his  books 
were  not  numerous  ;  a  single  page  answering  in  some  in- 
stances for  the  accounts  of  an  entire  month.  People  evi- 
dently bought  only  what  they  absolutely  needed,  and  that 
for  which  they  had  the  money  to  pay.  Bills  of  credit  were 
the  principal  circulating  medium,  though  he  did  considera- 
ble trade  in  the  way  of  barter.  Powder  and  lead  were  in 
great  demand,  as  almost  everybody,  especially  those  who 
lived  in  the  outlying  districts,  did  more  or  less  hunting. 
People  cast  or  run  their  own  bullets  and  buckshot,  as  very 
little  game  smaller  than  deer,  wolves,  or  turkeys  was  con- 
sidered worth  the  trouble  of  killing.  Sugar  and  spices 
were  in  constant  use,  and  butter,  lard,  suet,  and  sometimes 
venison,  were  sold.  Everyone,  men  and  women,  smoked, 
and  quantities  of  pipes  were  disposed  of,  but  very  little 
tobacco  was  for  sale,  as  nearly  everybody  raised  what  he 
consumed.  Mr.  Hawley  was  the  first  person  in  town  who 
sold  knives  and  forks. 

His  store  on  "  Pud-     -ft  is  uot  absolutely  Certain  where  he  carried 
ding  Lane."  qu  liis  mercantile  business,  but  in  all  prob- 

ability it  was  either  in  his  own  house,  or  in 
a  small  building  on  his  homestead.    He  lived  on  *'  Pudding 
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Lane,"  '  now  Hawley  Street.  He  bought  the  homestead  of 
Thomas  Sheldon,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  from 
his  father's  house  in  1723,  and  built  a  house  upon  it  soon 
after. 

A  Man  of  luteiii-     Mr.  Hawley  was  not  college  educated,  Init 
gence.  lived  the  life  of  a  quiet  country  merchant, 

respected  by  all,  and  honored  with  many 
marks  of  confidence  by  his  fellow-citizens.  He  was  neither 
a  lawyer  nor  a  politician,  and  did  not  attain  to  any  judicial 
or  legislative  honors,  but  was  often  employed  by  the  town 
in  important  transactions.  That  he  was  a  person  of  some 
culture,  may  be  inferred  from  the  list  of  books  named  in 
his  inventory,  and  as  they  are  not  classed  with  "  goods  in 
the  shop,"  it  is  presumed  that  they  were  not  part  of  his 
stock  in  trade.  Indeed  there  would  have  been  little  de- 
mand for  them  by  the  common  people  of  the  county  or  the 
town.  Among  them  were  Virgil  in  Latin,  an  English  and 
Latin  Dictionary,  Cicero's  Orations  in  Latin,  a  Greek  and 
Latin  Grammar  and  Lexicon,  and  many  books  of  a  relig- 
ious character,  including  sixty-nine  single  sermons. 
Whether  the  latter  were  manuscripts  or  printed  is  not  sta- 
ted :  if  the  former  they  were  probably  inherited  from  his 
father. 

Religious  Despond-      Duriug  the   religious   excitement   of  1735, 
^'^^y-  Mr.  Hawley  was  much  impressed,  and  ex- 

ceedingly concerned  about  the  state  of  his 
soul.  He  finally  gave  way  to  a  fit  of  extreme  melancholy, 
and  in  a  moment  of  temporary  insanity,  put  an  end  to  his 
life.  3 

1  Dea.  Sheldon  was  a  shoemaker,  and  employed  a  number  of  apprentices.  Ae- 
cordiug  to  tradition  his  wife  was  in  the  habit  of  making  huge  puddings,  on  which  to 
feed  them.  From  that  circumstance  the  sarcastic  gossips  of  that  day  named  the 
street  "  Pudding  Lane." — Judd  MSS. 

2  "  In  the  latter  part  of  May,  it  began  to  be  very  sensible  that  the  spirit  of  God 
was  gradually  withdrawing  from  us,  and  after  this  time  Satan  seemed  to  be  more  let 
loose,  and  raged  in  a  dreadful  manner.  The  first  instance,  wherein  it  appeared,  was 
a  person's  putting  an  end  to  his  own  life,  by  cutting  his  throat.  He  was  a  gentleman 
of  more  than  common  understanding,  of  strict  morals,  religious  in  his  behaviour, 
and  an  useful,  honorable  person  in  the  town  ;  but  was  of  a  family  that  are  exceeding 
prone  to  the  disease  of  melancholy,  and  his  mother  was  killed  with  it.  He  had,  from 
the  beginning  of  this  extraordinary  time,  been  exceedingly  concerned  about  the  state 
of  his  soul,  and  there  were  some  things  in  his  experience,  that  appeared  very  hope- 
fully, but  he  durst  entertain  no  hope  concerning  his  own  good  estate.    Towards  the 
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Pamiiy.  Lieut.  Hawley  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Haw- 

ley,  who  was  prominent  in  the  early  history 
of  the  town,  and  was  born  August  22'',  1682.  He  married 
in  1722,  Rebekah,  daughter  of  Rev,  Solomon  Stoddard, 
They  had  two  children,  Joseph  and  Elisha.  The  former, 
Major  Joseph  Hawley,  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  men 
of  his  time.  Elisha  was  killed  in  the  expedition  against 
Crown  Point,  in  1755, 

The  Mother  of  Major      Rebekah,  wife  of  Joseph  Hawley,  was  the 
Hawley.  eleventh  child  of  Rev.  Solomon  Stoddard. 

A  woman  of  great  energy  and  decision, 
of  remarkable  industry  and  economy,  she  exhibited  also 
business  talents  of  a  high  order.  She  was  a  person  of  great 
eccentricity,  of  strong  prejudices,  and  aristocratic  tenden- 
cies. Her  eldest  son,  Joseph,  was  but  twelve  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  the  care  of  the  two 
children,  as  well  as  the  management  of  the  farm  and  mer- 
chandise, devolved  upon  her.  An  expert  dairy  woman,  her 
butter  and  cheese  were  in  great  demand,  and  probably  she 
made  more  of  the  latter  product  than  any  other  person  in 
town.  In  proof  of  her  eccentricity  it  is  related  that  when 
the  suicide  of  her  husband  was  made  known  to  her  she 
was  in  the  dairy,  and  refused  to  go  to  him  till  she  had  fin- 
ished turning  the  cheeses.  ^  In  1753,  when  sixty-seven 
years  old,  she  built  an  addition  to  her  house,  for  a  cheese 
room  and  buttery.  A  gallon  of  rum  was  needed  for  the 
refreshment  of  the  raisers.  She  was  much  opposed  to  the 
marriage  of  her  son  Joseph,  and  after  that  event,  though 
she  lived  in  the  same  house  with  liim,  she  had  her  own  sep- 
arate apartments,  and  managed  her  own  household.  In  the 
new  meeting-house  she  was  seated  in  the  third  wall  pew  to 
the  left  of  the  pulpit,  adjoining  the  pew  allotted  to  the  pas- 

latter  part  of  his  time,  he  grew  much  discouraged,  and  melancholy  grew  amain  upon 
him,  till  he  was  wholly  overpowered  by  it,  and  was  in  a  great  measure,  past  a  capac- 
ity of  receiving  advice,  or  being  reasoned  with  to  any  purpose.  The  devil  took  the 
advantage,  and  drove  him  into  despairing  thoughts.  He  was  kept  awake  nights,  med- 
itating terror,  so  that  he  had  scarce  any  sleep  at  all,  for  a  long  time  together.  And 
it  was  observed  at  last,  that  he  was  scarcely  well  capable  of  managing  his  ordinary 
business,  and  was  judged  delirious  by  the  coroner's  inquest." — Rev.  Mr.  Edwards'^ 
Narrative  ot  Surprising  Conversions,  p.  7A. 

1    As  the  catastrophe  happened  on  Sunday  morning,  too  much  credence  must  not 
be  given  to  this  statement. 
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tor,  with  Col.  Jolm  Stoddard  and  his  mother,  Madame 
Stodchxrd.  She  died  June  2,  17GG,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
years. 

Crows.  Ill  1'^'>G5  crows  became  such  a  nuisance  tliat 

the  town  set  a  price  upon  their  heads,  vot- 
ing to  pay  12d.  apiece  for  all  that  should  be  killed  in  the 
ensuing  months  of  Ai3ril  and  May.  Either  the  birds  mul- 
tiplied rapidly,  or  they  managed  to  elude  the  hunters,  for 
within  five  years  the  sum  was  increased  to  18d.,  and  black- 
birds were  added  to  the  list,  2d.  each  being  allowed  for 
their  destruction. 

Towu  Map.  A  survey  and  map  of  the  town  was  ordered 

in  173^,  and  instructions  given  to  have  the 
bounds  of  the  township  confirmed  by  the  General  Court. 
No  record  or  copy  of  this  survey  can  now  be  found.  At 
the  same  time  an  order  was  adopted  providing  that  the 
meadow  or  common  field  should  be  '*  opened  and  laid  Com- 
mon "  for  five  weeks,  and  after  that  to  be  cleared  of  all 
creatures,  and  shut  up  till  further  notice. 

Proposals  for  a  Flock      Frequeut  allusious  to  sheep  raising  have 
of  Sheep.  Mt.  Tom     been  made  in  these  pages,  and,  as  has  pre- 

Feaced   for  a  Pas-  .  x     o      7  ?  i 

ture.  viously  bccu  shown,  much  was  done  by 

the  town  to  promote  that  valuable  indus- 
try. In  1727,  a  special  order  was  adopted,  providing  for 
the  clearing  of  the  sheep  pasture  at  the  foot  of  Rocky  Hill 
of  brush,  for  fencing  with  stone  along  the  highway,  and 
for  the  leasing  of  the  land.  Within  eight  years  a  more 
definite  attempt  was  made  to  interest  the  people  in  this 
matter.     It  was  voted  that  if 

"  A  Siifficient  Number  of  persons  Would  Subscribe  and  Come  under 
Engagement  to  have  in  this  Town  to  the  number  of  five  Hundred 
Sheep  by  Some  time  next  Spring,  and  Effect  it  that  then  they  would 
fence  in  Mount  Tom,  for  Sheep  to  be  kept  upon,  viz  :  to  begin  at  the 
Great  River  at  the  Most  Convenient  place  at  the  South  End  of  the  s'^ 
Mountain,  and  so  fence  across  from  s'^  Great  River  to  Broad  Brook 
Somewhere  below  the  mill  Called  Stebbens  Mill,  and  also  do  that  upon 
S"*  Brook  from  the  place  where  S'  fence  Comes  down  to  Munhan  River, 
or  to  Some  field  fence  So  as  to  make  it  a  Sufi&cient  fence  for  that  vse." 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  obtain  subscribers  and 
build  the   fence.      The  by-law  against  dogs  over  twelve 
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inches  liigh  running  at  large,  was  revived.  Nothing  ap- 
pears to  show  whether  the  terms  of  the  above  vote  were 
complied  with,  but  the  action  of  the  town  indicated  that  it 
was  confidently  expected  that  the  requisite  number  of  sub- 
scribers would  be  obtained.  ^ 

Mt.  Tom  The  origin  of  the  name  of  this  mountain  is 

somewhat  in  doubt.  Nothing  x^ositive  has 
come  to  light  relative  to  its  christening.  Dr.  Holland's 
fanciful  and  poetical  legend  respecting  the  naming  of  Hol- 
yoke  and  Tom  has  been  questioned,  though  there  can  he 
no  doubt  that  Holyoke  perpetuates  the  memory  of  the 
famous  captain,  who  figured  so  prominently  in  the  early 
history  of  the  valley.  No  allusion  to  the  name  has  been 
found  upon  the  records  of  the  town  till  the  above  order  was 
adopted,  though  the  a]3pellation  was  bestowed  ujjon  the 
eminence  many  years  before.  In  fact  there  is  evidence  that 
the  name  had  been  applied  to  the  mountain  within  less  than 
a  dozen  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  town.  The 
earliest  record  of  it  is  found  upon  a  deed  of  land  from 
Oapt.  Aaron  Cook  to  Joseph  Parsons  in  1GG2,  in  which 
thirty  acres  of  land  "under  Mt.  Tom,"  bounded  partly  by 
the  highway  "under  Mt.  Tom,"  was  transferred.  The 
name  may  be  of  Indian  origin.  In  fact  the  use  of  it  two 
years  before  "  Mt.  Holyoke"  was  recognized  (Holyoke  was 
first  named  on  the  Northampton  records  in  1664)  is  an 
indication  that  the  name  may  have  been  aj)plied  by  the 
Indians,  but  was  not  in  general  use  till  many  years  after 
its  neighbor  had  become  a  household  word.  Still  there  re- 
mains the  fact  that  when  Holyoke  was  first  mentioned,  Tom 
was  designated  in  the  same  document  as  the  "  great e 
mountain." 

Efforts  to  Equalize  The  issuc  of  paper  money  in  Massachusetts, 
the  Curieucy.  tlic  causes  Avliich  led  to  it,  and  the  various 
methods  adopted  to  bring  it  into  circula- 
tion and  sustain  its  value,  have  heretofore  been  sufficiently 
dwelt  upon  in  this  work.  Another  attempt  to  stay  the 
downward  tendency  of  bills  of  credit  was  made  in  1736, 
but  fourteen  years  elapsed  before  a  specie  basis  took  the 

1    In  1763,  there  were  657  sheep  over  one  year  old,  in  town  :  about  one  half  of  them 
■were  owned  by  persons  living  at  South  Farms, 
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place  of  paper  money  in  this  Commonwealth,  There  were 
old  tenor,  middle  tenor,  and  new  tenor  bills,  each  held  at  a 
different  valuation.  The  issue  of  hills  this  year  was  to  be 
equal  to  coined  silver  at  Gs.  8d,  per  ounce.  It  was  denomi- 
nated new  tenor,  one  pound  in  value  of  which  was  to  be 
equal  to  tliroe  pounds  of  previous  issues.  Five  years  after- 
wards another  adjustment  was  proposed.  This  emission 
was  of  equal  value  in  silver  with  the  former,  but  one  pound 
of  the  new  equalled  four  ])ounds  of  the  old.  The  name  of 
new  tenor  was  applied  to  this  issue,  while  that  of  1736  was 
called  middle  tenor.  These  enactments,  however,  did  not 
check  lessening  values,  and  in  1747,  old  tenor  bills  were 
quoted  at  seven  and  one  half  for  one  of  silver. 

Surgeons  and  Physi-     For  more  than  half  a  century,  no  pliysi- 
*^i*^"*-  cian  resided  in  Northampton,  and  for  sev- 

enty-one years  the  town  had  been  without 
a  surgeon.  The  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  seem  to 
have  been  distinct  and  separate  professions.  George  Filer, 
whose  career  has  been  already  sketched,  was  the  first 
"  chirurgeon  "  here,  he  having  been  licensed  to  practice  in 
1665.  He  remained  in  Northampton  but  two  years,  and 
there  is  no  evidence  that  any  physician  lived  in  town  from 
that  time  till  about  the  year  1730.  Nine  years  more  elapsed 
before  another  surgeon  came.  Dr.  Samuel  Mather  seems 
to  have  been  the  first  resident  physician  in  the  place  after 
the  removal  of  Dr.  Filer.  The  first  intimation  of  his  pres- 
ence in  Northampton,  was  the  payment  to  him  of  £20,  in 
April,  1728,  for  teaching  school.  Two  years  afterwards  the 
town  paid  him  £100  as  an  inducement  for  him  to  settle  in 
Northampton  and  practice  his  profession.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  taught  the  children  and  administered  to  the  ills 
of  both  young  and  old  ;  but  eventually  he  abandoned  peda- 
gogy, taking  high  rank  in  his  profession,  as  well  as  among 
the  leading  citizens  of  the  i^lace. 

Settlement  of  Dr.     Dr,  Tliouias  Hastings  practiced  both  "  phys- 

Hezekiah  Porter.     j(;.g  g^j-^  J  chirurgcry  "'  iu  Hatfield,  as  early  as 

l';70.     His  son  Thomas,  who  died  in  1728, 

followed   him,  and  they  were   the  only  surgeons  in  this 

vicinity  for   nearly  fifty  years.     During  the  next  eleven 
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years  there  was  no  "bonesetter"  in  this  section  of  the  val- 
ley. Some  one  attended  npon  those  persons  who  were  in- 
jured at  the  raising  of  the  meeting-honse,  in  1730,  l)ut  his 
name  and  residence  are  unknown.  Three  years  afterwards 
an  attempt  was  made  l)y  a  few  towns  in  Hampshire  County 
to  prevail  upon  a  surgeon  to  settle  in  one  of  them.  North- 
ampton, Hatfield.  Hadley,  Sunderland  and  Deerfield.  each 
agreed  to  offer  a  sum  of  money  to  induce  Dr.  Hezekiah 
Porter  of  Farmington,  Ct.,  to  take  up  his  residence  in 
either  of  the  first  three  named  towns.  A  conference  of 
committees  from  the  several  towns  was  held  with  Dr.  Por- 
ter, and  an  arrangement  made  by  which  he  was  to  receive 
£200  as  a  settlement.  Hadley  voted  to  give  him  £62  if  he 
would  settle  there,  and  £10  less  if  he  went  to  either  of  the 
other  towns.  Hatfield  offered  £42  "  if  he  j^ractices  for  life  "' 
in  either  of  the  towns  named  above.  Deerfield  decided  to 
give  £14,  or  "what  part  soever  thereof  shall  be  accounted 
our  proportion  with  y*^  rest  of  y*^  towns."  Northampton 
concluded  that  the  town  "  would  do  something  to  encour- 
age Dr.  Porter  settling  here  or  in  the  neighboring  towns, 
viz.  :  Hatfield  or  Hadley."'  A  committee  was  chosen  to 
confer  with  the  committees  of  the  other  towns  and  with 
him,  in  order  to  ascertain  on  what  terms  he  would  be  will- 
ing to  "settle  among  them.''  At  a  subsequent  meeting  it 
was  voted  to  give  ' '  our  part  or  proportion  of  £200,  in  Bills 
of  Publick  Credit,  first  deducting  what  Deerfield  and  Sun- 
derland give,  and  £10  more  than  Northampton's  proportion 
In  Case  he  the  s''  Porter  Settle  in  Northampton."  The 
committee  was  instructed  to  "take  Sufficient  Security  for 
his  abode  and  Continuance  among  us  Some  years."  Dr. 
Porter  came  to  Northampton,  and  in  1739,  the  town  paid 
him  £72,  in  accordance  with  the  above  votes. 

School-House  Re-      An  Order  was  adopted  in  1738,   to  remove 
nioved.  the  school-house  "from  the  place  where  it 

now  Stands  to  the  Sand  Hill,  Near  to  Jona- 
than Wright's  House."  This  was  undoubtedly  the  school- 
house  erected  in  1693,  and  the  removal  was  from  one  part 
of  meeting-house  hill  to  another,  in  order  to  make  room 
for  the  Town  and  County  House  that  was  built  the  follow- 
ing year.     Tins  was  x''i"obably  very   near  the  point  upon 
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wiiicli   it    had  lieeu   proposed  to  build  the  new  meeting- 
house. 

Fines  for  Deoiinius     Joseph  Bartlett,  rather  than  serve  as  con- 

the  Office  of  Con-      stable,   after  having  been  chosen  to  that 

office,  paid  a  fine  of  £5.     Ensign  Sheldon 

a,nd  John  Lyman  likewise  refused  to  take  the  oath  as  fence 

viewers,  and  were  each  find  20s. 


Town  Haii"and  Court-     Previous  to  this  date  town-meetiugs   as 
House  built  by  tiie     -^ell  as  religious  services  had  been  held  in 

Town  and  County.  .,  j-  i  i       i  px        j_i 

the  meetmg-house  ;  but  soon  after  the  new 
■one  was  built,  a  movement  was  made  for  the  erection  of  a 
building  to  be  used  exclusively  for  business  purposes.  It 
took  definite  shape  in  March,  173^,  when  the  town  decided 
to  build  a  town  house  the  following  summer.  During  all 
these  years  the  County  Courts  had  convened  at  the  ' '  ordi- 
naries "  about  town,  and  it  was  deemed  a  very  proper  time 
to  engage  the  County  in  the  matter,  and  by  combining  the 
two  interests,  provide  a  place  of  assembly  for  each.  Ac- 
cordingly the  building  committee  was  instructed  to  apply 
to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  to  ascertain 
what  action,  if  any,  would  be  taken  concerning  the  mat- 
ter. It  was  also  ordered  that  the  materials  of  the  old 
meeting-house  should  be  used  in  building  the  new  struct- 
ure. The  matter  was  laid  before  the  County  Court  at 
once,  and  it  decided  to  unite  in  erecting  the  building,  on 
condition  that  Northampton  should  pay  one  half  the  cost, 
"  for  building  and  finishing  the  same,  besides  their  propor- 
tionable part  of  the  charges  of  the  other  half  together  with 
the  towns  of  Hadley,  Hatfield,  Deerfield,  Westfield.  Sun- 
derland and  Northfield,  to  be  proportioned  agreeable  to 
their  province  tax."  Deerfield  voted  not  to  join  with  the 
other  towns  in  the  county  in  paying  the  expense  of  this 
building. 

The  Building  and      Tliis  propositiou  was  acquiesced  in  by  the 
its  Cost.  town,  and  the  work  was  carried  out  in  1738 

and  1739.  An  account  for  labor  and  mate- 
rials, in  1738,  was  considerably  reduced  by  the  town  before 
it  was  approved.     The  town  and  county  house  was  built  on 
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meeting-lioiise  hill,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  cart  away 
considerable  sand  before  the  foundation  was  laid.  Un- 
doubtedly it  was  placed  very  nearly  on  the  site  of  the 
school-house  that  had  been  removed.  It  faced  the  stores 
recently  known  as  "  Kirldand  block,"'  at  one  time  the  resi- 
dence of  Hon.  Lewis  Strong,  now  Lambie's  block.  The 
door  was  in  the  center  of  the  south  front ;  it  had  four  win- 
dows, and  on  each  side  of  the  room  were  seats  or  benches 
for  spectators,  facing  inwards.  The  judges  occupied  a  plat- 
form on  the  side  opposite  the  door.  ^  Ebenezer  Pomeroy 
had  been  High  Sheriff,  and  had  charge  of  the  erection  of 
this  building.  His  account  shows  that  the  structure  cost 
£203.13,  and  Northampton,  according  to  agreement,  paid 
one  half  the  amount  as  well  as  its  taxable  proportion  of 
the  other  half.  This  was  the  first  town  hall,  as  well  as  the 
first  court-house,  ever  built  in  Northampton.  It  was  occu- 
pied jointly  by  both  parties  for  about  twenty-seven  years, 
when  it  was  superseded  by  another  structure  built  by  the 
county,  expressly  for  a  court-house,  in  176 J. 

Southampton  Taxes  Straugers  and  otlicr  persons  not  interested 
Voted  to  that  Pre-  i^  the  meadows,  were  prohibited  from 
turning  their  cattle  into  the  common  field, 
in  1738.  The  same  year  the  money  assessed  at  the  "new 
place,"  Southampton,  was  appropriated  "for  the  ministry 
or  building  a  new  meeting-house,  except  what  was  needed 
for  highway  purposes."  No  meeting-house,  however,  was 
built  there  for  several  years. 

A  Plurality  Rule  iu  Heretofore  all  elections  for  town  oflicers 
Elections  Adopted.  i;^y,(j  heen  decided  by  a  majority  vote.  In 
173^,  this  method  was  changed  and  a 
plurality  deemed  sufficient  in  the  election  of  selectmen.  It 
was  decided  that  those  "five  men  that  have  more  votes 
than  any  others,"  should  be  declared  elected.     No  explana- 

1  This  building  was  square,  a  story  and  a  half  in  height,  with  what  is  known  as  a 
hip  roof,  rising  from  each  of  the  four  sides,  and  coming  to  a  point  at  the  apex.  Th© 
lumber  used  iu  its  construction  was  nearly  all  brought  down  the  river  from  Deerfleld 
and  Bernardstou.  After  the  second  court-house  was  built  it  remained  unoccupied 
for  about  three  years,  when  it  was  sold  iu  1783— the  town  and  county  joining  in  the 
transfer — to  Robert  Breck,  for  £8,17.  He  removed  it  across  the  road,  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  site  of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  for  a  long  time  it  was  occupied  as  a  store. 
Finally  it  was  removed  to  Market  Street,  fitted  up  and  used  many  years  for  a  dwell- 
ing, but  has  since  been  demolished. 
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tiou  is  anywhere  offered  for  this  vote,  and  nothing  is 
known  concerning  the  occasion  for  its  adoption.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  in  the  multiplicity  of  candidates,  no  one  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  and  this  was  the 
only  way  out  of  the  difficulty.  Whatever  the  trouble  was, 
it  seems  to  have  been  settled  in  a  short  time,  for  there  was 
but  one  trial  of  the  new  plan.  The  next  year  the  plurality 
vote  was  rescinded,  the  town  voting  "that  no  person 
Should  be  Selectman  but  those  that  had  a  major  part  of  the 
votes.  "- 

Pascommuck  Re-       Pascommuck,   after  its  destruction  by  the 
settled.  Indians,    in    1704,    remained    for    thirteen 

years  without  an  inhabitant.  Only  a  few 
of  the  heirs  of  former  owners  came  back  to  the  place. 
Most  of  them  sold  out  and  removed  to  other  towns.  The 
first  person  to  return  within  its  desolate  borders  was  Sam- 
uel Janes,  whose  father,  mother,  sister,  and  two  brothers, 
were  victims  of  the  massacre.  He  was  married  and  settled 
upon  the  old  homestead  in  1717.  For  about  three  years  he 
lived  there  without  neighbors,  but  in  1720,  John  Langton 
purchased  and  occupied  the  homestead  of  Benoni  Jones. 
Eight  years  afterwards,  Lieut.  Elisha  Searl,  whose  adven- 
tures while  a  captive  with  the  Indians  in  Canada,  have 
already  been  chronicled  in  these  pages,  took  possession  of 
the  Searl  homestead.  Benjamin  Janes  sold  his  homestead 
to  Jonathan  Hunt,  and  removed  to  Coventry.  No  one 
lived  on  the  place  till  it  was  purchased  by  Philip  Clark. 
Moses  Hutchinson  left  no  heirs,  and  his  home  lot  came  into 
the  possession  of  Ebenezer  Ferry.  ^ 

An  Appropriation  for      Tliirty-fivc  ycars  after  its  destruction,  six 
Schooling  there.  families  were  living  on  the  site  of   the 

former  settlement,  and  about  as  many 
more  resided  in  the  entire  Mountain  District.  It  is  proba- 
ble no  one  lived  at  that  time  on  the  west  side  of  Mt.  Tom. 
This  little  hamlet  was  so  distant  from  the  center  of  the  town 
that  the  children  experienced  great  difficulty  in  attending 
school  during  the  winter  months.  Their  case  was  pi'esented 
to  the  town  in  1730,  and  an  allowance  of  "12''  per  diem'* 

1     For  the  names  of  the  settlers  at  Pascommuck  at  the  time  of  the  Indian  raid' 
see  vol.  1,  p.  49.5. 
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was  voted  for  defraying  the  charge  of  schooling  during  the 
previous  winter.  It  is  probable  that  the  school  was  kept 
at  one  of  the  farm-houses,  as  no  school-house  was  built  in 
that  vicinity  till  1772. 

Southampton  made     In  September  of  the  same  year,  the  ques- 
a  Precinct.  -fcion  of  Setting  off  the  new  town,  "  as  a  dis- 

tinct and  separate  precinct,  so  that  by  con- 
sent of  the  General  Court  they  might  be  under  a  capacity 
to  carry  on  the  worship  of  God  among  themselves,"  came 
before  the  town.  It  was  presented  by  an  article  in  the 
warrant,  in  which  the  bounds  of  the  proposed  district  were 
definitely  defined.  After  suitable  consideration,  the  re- 
quest was  granted,  though  the  consent  of  the  Legislature 
was  not  obtained  till  two  years  afterwards.  In  September, 
1741,  the  new  precinct  was  organized  under  an  act  of  incor- 
poration. During  the  succeeding  ten  years  Northampton 
was  divided  into  two  precincts  or  parishes,  each  under  the 
care  of  the  minister  selected  by  the  residents  therein.  In 
all  other  matters  the  two  villages  were  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  old  town,  and  so  continued  till  Southampton 
assumed  municipal  responsibilities  for  itself. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

SCHOOL  LANDS — SCHOOLS — MILL  CONTROVERSY. 

School  Lands  Sold.  The  land  sequGstered  for  scliools  in  1070, 
had  been  rented  to  individnals  on  long  time 
leases.  When  these  contracts  expired  in  1740,  and  the  four 
succeeding  years,  the  town  voted  to  sell  the  land  and  in- 
vest the  proceeds  at  interest.  That  portion  of  it  lying  be- 
tween Bartlett's  mill  and  Danks'  Pond  (Easthampton),  was 
sold  in  17|^.  A  part  of  it  was  bought  at  private  sale,  at 
the  appraisal  of  the  committee,  and  the  rest  was  sold  at 
public  auction.  One  portion,  the  lower  meadow,  was  pur- 
chased by  Joseph  Wright  Jr.,  for  £62.16.8,  and  the  other 
by  Josiah  Clark,  for  £38.13.4.  The  upper  meadow  was 
bought  by  Roger  Clapp  for  his  son  Jonathan  for  £200. 
Mr.  Clapp  afterwards  desired  to  be  released  from  his  bar- 
gain, and  in  1742,  it  was  sold  to  Jonathan  Clapp  for  £187. 
Within  two  years  the  land  above  the  mill  was  sold  to 
Stephen  Wright  and  Benjamin  Lyman.  ^  The  money  re- 
ceived from  these  sales,  amounting  to  £1923.10,  became  the 
principal  of  a  fund,  the  interest  of  which  was  expended 
yearly  in  maintaining  the  schools.  It  varied  in  amount 
with  the  fluctuations  of  the  currency,  and  was  loaned  to 
individuals  on  good  security.  In  1753,  it  amounted  to 
£2095,  old  tenor,  equal  to  £297.6.8,  in  lawful  money,  the 
interest  of  which  amounted  to  £16.15.12. 

The  Miuister-s      Not  Only  was  Considerable  wood  required  to 
Woodpile.  keep  the  minister's  pot  boiling,  but  occa- 

sional town  action  was  equally  necessary  to 
keep  the  woodpile  replenished.  So  great  had  become  the 
delinquency  in  this  respect  that  it  l)ecame  necessary,  in 
1740,  to  pass  a  vote  limiting  the  time  for  bringing  the  pas- 

1    The  lot  is  still  owued  by  his  descendants. 

9  1 
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tor's  fuel  till  "next  Tuesday,"  and  in  case  it  was  not  then 
forthcoming,  the  whole  amount  needed,  including  what 
had  already  been  furnished,  was  to  be  paid  for  from  the 
town  rate.  In  the  face  of  such  a  vote  it  seems  improbable 
that  the  quantity  of  wood  furnished  on  the  date  mentioned 
would  have  been  very  large. 

Lower  Grist-3iiii       In  1T42,  permission  was  granted  to  Samuel 
'^'■ant.  and  Moses  Kingsley  and  Samuel  Marshall 

to  set  up  a  Grist-Mill  on  Mill  River,  against 
the  rear  of  their  home  lots,  if  they  would  build  it  within 
two  years.  This  location  was  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent lower  mil]  (Lamb's  wire  mill),  just  above  the  South 
Street  Boulevard  Bridge.  The  Kingsleys  lived  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river  and  Marshall  on  the  north.  As  the  mill 
was  not  completed  within  the  time  specified,  the  town  ex- 
tended the  limit  and  gave  permission  to  raise  the  dam  to 
the  height  of  seven  feet. 

Lawsuit  about  the      Tliis  led  to  a  couteutiou  with  the  owners  of 
^i'^-  the  upper  mill  (now  Maynard's  Hoe  Shop) 

in  which  the  town  became  involved,  and 
which  was  continued  for  more  than  thirty  years.  The  mill 
was  built,  and  had  been  in  operation  some  fifteen  years, 
when  it  was  shut  down  and  for  some  time  remained  "un- 
improved," on  account  of  a  suit  for  damages  brought  by 
the  owners  of  the  upper  mill,  against  the  Kingsleys.  A 
committee  was  appointed  by  the  town  to  investigate,  and 
on  the  strength  of  their  report,  it  was  voted  to  ' '  save  the 
Kingsleys  harmless  against  all  actions  and  demands  of  the 
upper  mill  proprietors,  provided  they  keep  their  mill  in 
order  and  do  not  raise  the  water  to  a  depth  of  over  seven 
feet."  In  17(35,  another  suit  was  brought  against  the  own- 
ers of  the  lower  mills,  on  account  of  alleged  damages 
caused  by  the  flood  of  the  previous  year,  which  had  set  the 
water  back  so  as  to  obstruct  the  working  of  the  old  mill. 
Arbitration  was  proposed  but  the  Kingsleys  refused  to 
al)ide  by  it,  claiming  indemnity  from  the  town.  The  case 
went  before  the  court,  and  the  Kingsleys  recovered.  In 
17GG,  the  town  paid  the  amount  awarded  by  the  court  and 
appointed  a  committee  to  arrange  matters  between  the  con- 
tending parties.     This  committee  was  instructed  to  fix  an 
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"  abiding  monument "  designating  the  height  of  the  dam, 
and  the  Kingsleys  were  permitted  to  "  dig  in  the  river  so  as 
to  bring  the  fall  in  the  river  below  the  bridge  up  to  their 
dam." 

The  Coutroversy       For  about  nineteen  years  the  matter  was 
Continueii.  apparently  settled,    when  the  subject   was 

again  in  agitation.  The  owners  of  the  up- 
per mill,  once  more  brought  suit,  and  by  mutual  consent  the 
controversy  about  the  height  of  the  dam  was  referred  to 
arbitrators  in  178G.  Five  years  elapsed  before  the  question 
was  again  opened,  and  then  the  town  complained  that  the 
lower  mill  was  not  kept  in  proper  condition.  It  had  appar- 
ently been  allowed  to  run  down.  In  the  meantime  a  change 
of  proprietors  had  taken  place,  and  in  1791,  Daniel  Pom- 
eroy  and  Moses  and  Enos  Kin^sley  built  an  entirely  new 
dam,  put  in  a  new  water-wheel,  and  new  grinding  and  bolt- 
ing machinery.  When  the  new  dam  was  completed,  the 
selectmen  and  the  proprietors  of  the  mill  placed  an  iron 
bar  in  the  rock,  thirty-six  feet  above  it,  by  which  to  mark 
the  height  of  the  dam.     This  ended  the  contest. 

Controversy  about  Nearly  thirty  years  had  passed  since  the 
the  Common  Lands  coutroversy  about  the  common  lands  had 
been  adjusted.  It  was  seemingly  acqui- 
esced in  for  a  time,  but  broke  out  again  and  blazed  into 
fiercer  intensity  than  before.  This  time  it  was  a  question 
of  privilege,  causing  much  bitterness  of  feeling  and  keep- 
ing the  community  in  a  constant  turmoil.  The  dispute 
assumed  such  proportions  in  1742,  that  a  resort  to  legal 
measures  became  necessary.  Once  more  the  question 
turned  upon  the  right  of  the  general  public  to  cut  wood 
and  timber  upon  pasture  and  unimproved  commons.  This 
right,  expressly  guaranteed  in  the  division  of  1684,  seems  to 
have  been  overlooked  or  purposely  omitted  in  the  readjust- 
ment of  1715.  The  matter  came  before  the  town  at  a  meet- 
ing held  January  11,  174|,  when  the  following  action  was 
taken  :  — 

"  Whereas  there  hath  been  a  Controversie  long  Subsisting  between 
the  Town  &  Proprietors  respecting  their  Rights  to  the  Undivided 
Lands  Near  the  body  of  the  Town. 
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"  The  Town  Voted  to  Choose  three  wise,  Judicious  persons  to  advise 
between  them  with  respect  to  their  Right  to  the  Lands  above  s''  and 
also  to  their  right  of  Cutting  of  wood.  Timber,  &c.  on  the  Lots  laid 
out. 

"  And  that  the  assessors  in  raising  a  Town  Tax  for  the  defraying  of 
the  Charges  of  the  Town,  Shall  make  an  additional  Tax  for  the  defray- 
ing the  Charges  of  the  Committee,  that  Shall  be  Chosen  to  advise  be- 
tween them  &  the  proprietors  in  the  Controversie  respecting  the  Right 
of  s''  Lands. 

"And  the  Town  made  choice  of  William  Pitkin,!  Joseph  Fowler, 
and  John  Bulkley,  Esq  to  advise  between  them  &  the  Proprietors  in 
the  controversie  af ores''." 

Ebenezer  Pomeroy  and  Col.  Timothy  Dwight  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  "take  Speedy  &  Eflfectual  Care  that  the  Gentlemen  before 
mentioned  be  here  as  Soon  as  may  be,''  &  that  they  also  "  provide  for 
their  Entertainment  at  the  Cost  &  Charge  of  the  Town."  Major  Pom- 
eroy and  Capt.  John  Clark  were  appointed  a  committee  "  to  provide  an 
Attorney  at  the  Cost  &  Charge  of  the  Town  to  manage  the  Cause  on 
the  behalf  of  the  Town  &  to  defend  their  Right  before  the  Gentlemen 
Chosen  to  advise." 

Benjamin  Alvord  was  at  once  dispatched  to  notify  the 
above  named  persons  of  the  action  of  the  town,  and 
arrange  the  preliminaries  of  the  meeting.  Undoubtedly 
the  case  was  duly  presented,  and  although  the  record  re- 
mains silent  concerning  the  proceedings  or  decision  of  the 
arbitrators,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  an- 
nexed vote,  passed  the  following  year,  was  based  upon  and 
embodies  the  result  of  their  deliberations  :  — 

"  At  a  Legal  Town  Meeting  (by  adjournment)  on  Tuesday  the  twenty 
Second  of  Nov.  1743  The  Town  of  Northampton  then  Voted  that  a  Line 
be  run  from  the  front  of  the  Long  Division  (at  the  Bridge  by  Hulbert's 
Saw  mill)  West  by  the  Needle  of  the  Surveying  Listrument  three  Quar- 
ters of  a  mile  and  from  thence  a  Line  be  run  North  Six  degrees  East  to 
Hatfield  bounds,  and  South  Six  degrees  West  to  the  South  Side  of  the 
long  Division  :  and  that  Another  Line  be  Run  parallel  to  the  former  at 
a  Mile  &  half  distance  West  from  the  former  ;  between  which  two 
Lines  they  propose  to  Cut  wood  and  timber  for  the  Space  of  ten  years 
Next  Coming  and  they  then  further  Voted  to  Quit,  Release  and  relin- 
quish to  the  respective  Proprietors  of  the  Long  Division  their  Right  & 
Liberty  and  pi-etence  of  right  and  liberty  to  Cut  wood  and  timber  in 
the  remaining  part  of  S''  Division  (viz)  to  the  East  of  the  first  of  s'' 
Parallel  Lines,  and  West  of  the  Second,  and  also  their  Right  and  Lib- 
erty of  Cutting  Spruce  or  White  Pine  (as  'tis  Sometimes  Called)  be- 
tween S'  Parallel  Lines,  which  right  they  Challenged  by  a  Vote  made 

1  Mr.  Pitkiu,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  one  of  the  persons  applied  to  by  the 
town  twenty-seven  years  before,  for  advice  regarding  the  legality  of  a  former  divis- 
ion of  the  commons. — See  vol.  1,  p.  548. 
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Oct.  10"'  :  1684.  They  then  Voted  to  Quit,  release  &  reliiuiuish  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  respective  Lotts  all  their  Right  and  Liberty  to  Cut 
wood  &  timber  in  that  Division  called  the  little  Division  lying  between 
Sandy  Hill  and  Munhan  River  ;  and  likewise  in  that  Division  Called  the 
Mountain  Division  which  right  they  Challenge  by  a  Vote  made  Oct. 
10'^  1684. 

"  At  the  Same  time  they  Voted  to  Quit,  release  and  relinquish  to  the 
Proprietors  all  the  right  &  liberty  the  Town  have  to  cut  wood  or  tim- 
ber in  the  Land  now  Called  the  Inner  Commons,  and  that  land  lying 
between  the  Mountain  Division  and  Munhan  river  and  Connecticutt 
River  and  also  in  that  Tract  of  Land  lying  between  the  long  Division 
and  the  Additional  Grant  made  to  the  Town  of  Northampton  and  be- 
tween the  road  that  goes  from  Miinhan  River  towards  Westfield  and 
at  the  West  bounds  of  the  Town  of  Northampton  which  right  they 
Challenge  by  a  Vote  of  s''  Town  made  Oct.  10*^,  1684." 

Settled  for  a  Decade  Wlio,  if  aiiy  oiiG,  was  employed  by  the 
and  the  Expenses  fowii  as  attorney  to  appear  before  the  arbi- 
trators, is  nowhere  named,  but  the  sum  of 
£50.2.7  was  paid  for  the  expenses  of  the  committee,  and 
probably  included  the  amount  paid  to  the  referees.  Benja- 
min Alvord  also  received  £6.6.7  for  his  services  as  messen- 
ger. This  action  settled  the  question  for  the  time  being, 
and  was  the  cause  of  much  rejoicing  among  the  people.^ 
But  the  settlement  was  limited  to  ten  years,  and  then  the 
question  came  up  again,  as  fresh  as  ever. 

The  Dispute  again      It  was  brouglit  forward  at  the  annual  meet- 
waxesHot.  jj^g  i^eld  March  5,  1754,  by  an  article  in  the 

warrant  ■■ '  relating  to  the  Comon  lands  not 
included  in  the  Divisions  of  Comons  made  before  s''  year 
1700.  and  antient  highways."  The  article  was  not  reached 
till  the  afternoon  session,  which  opened  at  two  o'clock. 
An  animated  discussion  arose  which  was  prolonged  for 
several  days.  It  was  continued  till  nightfall  of  the  first 
day,  when  the  meeting  was  adjourned  till  the  next 
morning  at  nine  o'clock.  Then  the  town  "reassumed  the 
dispute,"  and  from  nine  to  twelve  o'clock  and  from  two 
till  sundown,  it  was  continued,   when  a  further  adjourn- 

1  In  regard  to  this  settlement,  Mr.  Edwards,  writing  in  1743,  says  :  — "  And  it  is  a 
thing  greatly  to  be  rejoiced  in  that  the  people  very  lately  have  come  to  an  agreement 
and  final  issue,  with  respect  to  their  grand  controversy,  relating  to  their  common 
lands  ;  which  has  been,  above  any  other  particular  thing,  a  source  of  mutual  preju- 
dices, jealousies,  &  debates,  for  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  past." — Tracy's  Great  Awak- 
ening, p.  200. 
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ment  was  had  till  Monda)^,  the  11"\  Throughout  another 
day  the  forensic  battle  raged  before  a  vote  was  reached. 
Tlien 

"the  question  was  put  Whether  the  Town  woiald  assert  their  right 
to  all  the  lands  within  the  bounds  of  the  Town  of  Northampton  which 
are  not  included  in  those  divisions  which  the  Comons  were  distributed 
into  &  which  were  divided  before  the  year  1700  as  well  as  those  lands 
called  Inward  Comons  as  any  other,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 
Then  the  Question  was  put  Whether  the  Town  would  assert  their  right 
to  those  parts  of  the  antient  highways  within  the  bounds  of  s''  Town 
which  parts  have  been  of  late  j^ears  discontinued  and  left  out  by  the 
reducing  and  narrowing  of  s'  Ways,  since  the  original  laying  out  of 
the  same,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative." 

A  committee  was  chosen  to  devise  some  method  of  divid- 
ing the  lands. 

Suits  Ordered  to  Ou  the  2(j'"  of  March,  the  town  voted  to 
Recover  these  commeuce  suits  to  recover  all  the  lands 
alluded  to  in  the  above  votes,  "  Some  per- 
sons having  of  late  years  as  the  Town  apprehends,  without 
right  entered  into  and  taken  possession  of  some  parts  of 
s''  land."  Joseph  Hawley  and  Ebenezer  Hunt  were  chosen 
agents  to  carry  out  the  vote.  In  May  they  were  ordered  to 
proceed  in  the  matter  of  the  trespassers,  in  case  they  should 
be  advised  thereto  by  the  "  Learned  in  the  Law." 

Action  for  Trespass  I^  August,  an  attempt  was  made  to  revoke 
Against  Timothy  tbe  above  vote,  but  without  success.  Evi- 
dently the  ' '  Learned  in  the  Law  "  advised 
that  the  town  had  a  good  case  against  the  trespassers,  and 
an  action  was  commenced  in  September  to  recover  from 
Timothy  Dwight  a  tract  of  land  in  the  northeast  i^ffrt  of 
the  town,  between  the  county  road  to  Hatfield  and  the  Con- 
necticut River.  It  contained  fifty-two  and  three  quarters 
acres,  was  fenced  and  described  as  a  sheep  pasture.  The 
decision  of  the  lower  court  was  in  favor  of  the  defendant, 
but  the  town  appealed  the  case  to  the  Superior  Court,  which 
reversed  the  former  verdict,  and  gave  the  plaintiffs  posses- 
sion of  the  land  together  with  costs  of  court.  The  next 
year  the  town  refused  to  give  Dwight  a  title  to  the  prem- 
ises, but  in  1750,  when  the  case  came  again  before  the 
court,  on  a  plea  of  ejectment,  the  parties  agreed  that  the 
former  judgment  should  be  reversed  and  no  costs  granted. 
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This  land  was  undoubtedly  one  of  tliose  tracts  which  had 
been  sequestered  in  169^  for  a  sheep  pasture,  and  had  been 
appropriated  by  Mr.  Dwight. 

A  Final  Adjustment     In   1756,    another  and  successful  attempt 
of  the  Common     -^^g  made  to  dispose  of  the  vexed  question 

Land  Controversy.  .  ,,  •     t   ,  cji  tt-       ji 

concerning  the  rights  ot  the  public  m  the 
common  lands.  The  previous  arrangement  had  been  limi- 
ted to  ten  years,  and  when  that  time  expired,  the  prob- 
lem still  remained  in  part  unsettled.  A  committee  was 
chosen  to : 

"  concert  some  Terms  of  Settlement  and  accommodation  of  the  long 
disputes  and  controversies  between  the  Town  of  Northampton  and 
those  who  claim  the  undivided  lands  of  the  town  commonly  called  the 
Inward  Commons,  as  Proprietors  or  Tenants  in  common  respecting  of 
right  &  Title  to  s''^  commons,  then  proceeded  to  choose  M'  Joseph  Haw- 
ley,  M"^  Noah  Clark,  Dea.  Eben  Hunt,  Lt.  Gideon  Lyman,  Ens.  Josiah 
Pomeroy,  Col.  Tim.  Dwight,  Capt.  Noah  Wright,  Lt.  Caleb  Strong. 
Dea.  Supply  Kingsley,"  as  the  committee. 

On  the  2G*''  of  March  this  committee  made  their  report. 
They  proposed  that  within  the  eompass  of  two  parallel 
lines,  two  miles  apart,  running  north  and  south  across  the 
first  division,  the  first  or  most  easterly  one,  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  west  of  Hulbert's  Sawmill,  and  the  other  two 
mills  west  of  it,  for  the  space  of  ten  years,  all  or  any  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Northampton,  should  have  the  right  to 
cut  and  carry  away  wood  and  timber  of  all  sorts  except 
white  pine.  The  town  was  to  release  and  quitclaim  all 
title  to  lauds  in  the  inner  commons  and  other  parts  of  the 
town,  excepting  lands  appropriated  for  highways.  After 
considerable  debate  and  one  or  two  adjournments,  the  town 
adopted  substantially  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  also 
quitclaimed  its  right  and  title  to  lands  in  the  several  divis- 
ions, except  such  as  were-  reserved  for  highway  purposes, 
after  ten  years  had  expired.  This  decision  seems  to  have 
put  an  end  forever  to  this  much  debated  question,  and  no 
further  allusion  to  it  is  to  be  found  upon  the  records. 

Land  Granted  to      Fivc  huiidred  acres  of  land  were  granted  to 
-Southampton.         ^he  iicw  Prcciiict  in   1743  ;   three  hundred 
acres  of  which  were  to  enable  the  inhabi- 
tants to  settle  a  minister  and  two  hundred  in  "lieu"  of 
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their  proportion  of  lands  sequestered  for  tlie  ministry  by 
the  first  Precinct.  This  land  was  situated  on  the  ''back 
side  of  White  Loaf  Hills."  an  elevation  four  hundred 
eighty  feet  in  altitude  in  the  extreme  southeastern  section 
of  the  town. 

New  Schools  Estab-     Duriug  the  same  year,  the  question  of  pro- 
lished.  viding  an  assistant  schoolmaster  or  mak- 

ing provision  for  schooling  children  in  the 
"remote  parts  of  the  Town,"  "Considering  that  the  Chil- 
dren Are  Very  Numerous,"  was  acted  upon.  In  accord- 
ance therewith,  schools  were  established  on  the  "  Plain," 
above  the  cemetery,  and  on  South  Street.  These  schools 
were  to  be  in  session  four  months  each,  as  a  winter  term, 
and  the  teachers  were  allowed  £15  each.  The  next  year 
£130  were  raised  for  school  purposes,  to  which  was  added 
the  income  of  the  money  due  the  town  for  the  school  land 
lately  sold.  Of  this  amount  £30  were  to  be  used  in  the  re- 
mote parts  of  the  town,  and  the  remainder  for  the  support 
of  the  Grammar  School.  During  the  succeeding  year  £30, 
in  bills  of  credit,  old  tenor,  were  appropriated  to  be  "  im- 
proved "  in  hiring  English  Schoolmasters  in  the  "extreme 
parts  of  the  town."  From  this  time  onward  these  schools 
were  continued,  and  as  the  town  increased  in  population 
others  were  added.  Within  five  years  schools  had  been 
established  at  Pascommuck,  Bartlett's  Mills,  and  in  the 
second  Precinct. 

Dogs  Prohibited  from  The  impossibility  of  successfully  main- 
runuing  at  Large.  taiuiug  iutact  flocks  of  shcep,  in  the  face 
of  a  constantly  increasing  colony  of  dogs, 
impressed  itself  upon  the  community  from  time  to  time, 
and  in  1744  the  canine  nuisance  became  so  intolerable  that 
drastic  measures  were  prescribed  for  its  abatement.  No 
dog  was  allowed  to  go  at  large  "out  of  the  Custody,  keep- 
ing or  Sight  of  his  master  or  owner,  or  the  keeper,  any- 
where within  the  Limits  of  the  s''  Town,"  under  a  penalty 
of  20s.  A  committee  of  ten  persons,  called  "informers  of 
the  breach  of  the  Law,"  was  chosen,  and  steps  were  taken 
to  confer  with  Hatfield  and  Hadley  for  the  enactment  of  a 
similar  by-law  "  for  the  encouragement  of  keeping  sheep." 
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Infringements  upon  Notwithstanding  the  efforts  to  prevent 
the HiRhways  again  them,  encroaclinients  upon  the  liighways 
coukl  not  be  entirely  prevented,  and  in  1744 
another  attempt  was  made  to  bring  them  to  an  end.  The 
roads  were  reported  to  be  in  many  places  narrow  and  en- 
cumbered with  buildings  and  fences.  In  several  instances 
the  town  had  granted  abuttors  certain  rights  in  the  high- 
ways. Encouraged  apparently  by  this  liberality,  others 
seem  to  have  appropriated  without  authority  similar  priv- 
ileges. An  order  was  adopted  to  search  out  and  report  all 
such  offenders,  but  the  result  was  not  made  known. 


An  Unfriendly  Vote.  Tlic  uufortunate  coutrovei'sy  with  Rev. 
Mr.  Edwards,  which  resulted  in  his  dis- 
missal, originated  in  events  which  occurred  during  this 
year,  and  the  following  vote,  of  slight  importance  in  itself, 
seems  to  indicate  that  an  unfriendliness  towards  him  pre- 
vailed to  some  extent  early  in  1744.  At  a  town-meeting 
held  on  the  o*^*"  of  March,  "  The  question  was  put  whether 
the  Town  will  pay  the  Charge  of  bringing  Mr.  Edwards, 
his  daughter  from  Brookfield,  &  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive." This  is  all  that  is  known  concerning  this  vote  ;  there 
is  no  explanation  of  it  either  upon  the  records  or  in  con- 
temporaneous documents.  Why  the  town  should  have 
been  requested  to  pay  this  expense,  or  why  there  should 
have  been  any  occasion  for  it,  is  nowhere  shown.  There 
may  of  course,  have  been  reasons  for  such  a  decision  other 
than  dissatisfaction  with  the  pastor,  and  it  is  hardly  con- 
ceivable that  so  much  feeling  should  have  been  manifested 
at  this  early  stage  of  the  affair.  But  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  considerable  money  had  been  paid  in  former  years  to 
persons  for  "waiting  on  Mr.  Edwards"  when  he  traveled, 
it  seems  somewhat  inconsistent,  to  say  the  least,  that  this 
slight  demand  should  have  been  denied.  ^ 

1  In  May,  1743,  Mr.  Edwards  went  to  Boston,  to  attend  a  convention  of  the  clergy. 
He  went  on  horseback,  and  his  eldest  daughter,  Sarah,  on  a  pillion  behind  him. 
Whether  through  illness,  or  some  other  mishap,  she  was  left  behind  at  Brookfield,  on 
their  return,  so  that  extra  transportation  was  required,  has  not  been  ascertained, 
but  it  may  be  surmised  that  something  of  the  kind  occurred,  which  gave  rise  to  this 
appeal. 
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A  Workhouse  in        Fortj  years  before  this  date  an  Almstiouse 
Agitation.  i^ad  been  provided,  but  for  many  years  it 

had  ceased  to  exist.  Paupers  were  cared 
for  in  the  families  of  their  relatives,  or  others,  who  were 
paid  for  the  service.  In  1745,  a  movement  was  made  to  de- 
termine the  expediency  of  ' '  building  a  proper  and  Conve- 
nient Work  House,  to  Set  Idle  and  poor  people  to  Work." 
John  Stoddard,  Ebenezer  Pomeroy,  and  Timothy  Dwight 
were  appointed  to  consider  the  matter  and  report.  Proba- 
bly the  people  were  not  quite  ready  for  such  an  experi- 
ment. The  committee  made  no  report  that  is  now  extant, 
and  the  subject  was  not  again  brought  before  the  town. 

Unruly  Youth  to      Great  anuoyauce  was  experienced  by  the 
be  Inspected.  good  people  of  Northampton  on  account  of 

the  unruly  and  unlawful  proceedings  of  the 
youth  of  the  town.  Damage  was  constantly  perpetrated 
upon  the  school  buildings  and  the  meeting-house ;  the 
school  wood  was  burned  at  unseemly  hours,  and  misde- 
meanors seemed  to  multiply.  Undoubtedly  the  young  men 
would  gather  at  the  school-house  evenings  to  cultivate 
sociability  at  the  expense  of  the  town  woodpile.  Disorder 
in  the  meeting-house,  on  Sunday,  seemed  impossible  of  pre- 
vention, and  it  became  so  troublesome  in  1745,  as  to  call 
forth  the  following  vote  :  — 

"The  Town  being  Sensible  of  the  Irreverent  and  Disorderly  beha- 
viour of  many  of  the  yonng  people  and  Children  In  the  House  of  God 
in  the  time  of  publick  Worship,  and  at  the  Same  meeting  made  Choice 
of  Ens.  John  Clapp,  Gideon  Henderson,  Caleb  Strong,  and  Elisha 
Pomeroy.  to  Inspect  the  behaviour  of  the  young  people  and  Children 
In  time  of  publick  Worship  and  to  prosecute  them  for  their  Irreverent 
and  disorderly  behaviour,  and  voted  at  the  Same  time  the  Inspectors 
have  power  to  order  such  disorderly  persons  to  Sit  in  Such  places  in 
the  meeting  House  in  the  time  of  publick  Worship  as  they  Shall  think 
proper." 

Tithing-men  apparently  had  little  authority  over  the 
naughty  boys  and  girls  in  the  congregation.  This  vote 
seems  to  have  inaugurated  a  new  class  of  Sunday  officers, 
which  in  a  few  years  became  dignified  by  the  name  of 
"Sabbath  Wardens,"  and  who  were  provided  with  a  badge 
of  office  similar  to  that  carried  by  tithing-men. 

Certain  pews  in  the  gallery  were  set  apart  for  the  youth. 
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and  "behind  tlie  liigli  enclosure  miicli  mischief  was  carried 
on  during  Sunday  services.  One  method  of  diversion  was 
to  cut  and  liack  the  woodwork  with  penknives,  and  many 
a  hole  was  made,  through  which  the  j^oungsters  peered  or 
held  communication  with  their  fellows. 

Death-rate  for  Three      Froui  1745  to   1748,  much  sickuess  pre- 
^^^^s-  vailed   throughout  the  town,   and  many 

deaths  occurred.  The  family  of  Samuel 
Clarke"  was  sorely  afflicted.  In  1745,  four  children  from 
twenty-five  to  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  died  within  four 
months.  By  his  will,  made  in  March  of  that  year,  he  dis- 
tributed a  large  estate  to  four  sons  and  seven  daughters. 
Within  a  twelvemonth  only  two  sons  and  five  daughters 
were  living,  and  one  of  the  latter  died  in  1747.  Samuel 
Clarke  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  He  was  a  great 
grandson  of  William  Clarke  Sr.  He  was  twice  married 
and  had  fourteen  children,  of  whom  only  six  were  living  in 
1748.  A  stone  was  placed  at  his  grave,  on  which  were 
chiseled  the  following  lines  :  — 

"  Awful  is  the  command  but  just, 
That  bids  these  five  lie  slumbering  in  the  dust, 
Father  and  four  children,  all  in  their  bloom 
Within  four  months  were  seated  in  the  tomb. 
Each  died  in  hope,  each  here  in  silence  lies, 
Till  the  last  trump  shall  bid  them  rise." 

In  1745,  there  were  thirty-nine  deaths  registered  ;  in  1746, 
thirty-two  ;  in  1747,  twenty-seven  ;  and  in  1748,  forty-three. 
The  entire  population  of  the  town  at  that  time,  was  about 
one  thousand,  probably  a  little  less. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

KING   GEORGE'S   FRENCH   AND   INDIAN   WAR. 

Indian  Trade  So-      FoR  nearly  twenty  years,  tlie  peace  arranged 
licited.  with  tliB  eastern  Indians  in  1726,  remained 

unbroken.  During  its  continuance  constant 
efforts  were  made  to  conciliate  the  natives  and  open  trade 
with  them.  Many  Indians  resided  in  the  towns,  between 
whom  and  the  inhabitants,  the  most  amicable  relations  ex- 
isted. A  truck-house  had  been  established  at  Fort  Dum- 
mer,  or  rather  that  fortification  had  been  used  as  a  trading 
station  ;  several  houses  for  the  Indians  had  been  provided 
by  the  government,  and  considerable  trade  was  carried  on 
with  the  different  tribes.  Capt,  Joseph  Kellogg,  who  had 
been  in  command  there  for  some  years,  was  appointed 
Truck-master.  Meanwhile  the  English  had  been  pushing 
out  into  the  wilderness,  wherever  an  op]3ortunity  offered. 
Settlements  had  been  established  to  the  northward  in  "Ver- 
mont and  New  Hampshire,  and  were  climbing  the  moun- 
tain ranges  of  Western  Massachusetts.  Hampshire  Coun- 
ty then  included  the  entire  section  of  the  Province  west- 
ward from  the  county  of  Worcester,  and  embraced  within 
its  limits  all  the  territory  now  comprising  the  four  counties 
of  Hampshire,  Franklin,  Hampden,  and  Berkshire. 

War  Declared.  Thougli   England   and  Spain  had  been  in 

open  conflict  for  years,  no  material  effect 
had  been  produced  upon  the  amicable  relations  of  the  colo- 
nies. It  was  not  till  1744,  when  continental  complications 
brought  on  a  rupture  between  France  and  England,  that 
the  American  continent  felt  the  shock.  War  was  declared 
by  France  in  March,  and  was  speedily  followed  by  a  coun- 
ter proclamation  of  hostilities  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 
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This  was  the  fifth  war  in  which  the  colony  had  been  en- 
gaged, and  the  third  in  wliich  the  French  sought  the  aid  of 
their  Indian  allies.  Louis  XV.  was  King  of  France  and 
George  II.  King  of  England. 

Capture  of  Canseau.  While  the  Condition  of  affairs  was  known 
in  Canada  in  April,  intelligence  of  the 
declaration  of  war  was  not  received  in  Boston  till  a  month 
later.  -Canada,  anticipating  hostilities,  was  prompt  to  take 
advantage  of  the  first  intimation  that  peace  no  longer  ex- 
isted, and  a  body  of  troops  dispatched  from  Louisburg  cap- 
tured Canseau,  before  tidings  that  hostilities  had  com- 
menced reached  Boston.  Annapolis  was  threatened,  but 
immediate  action  on  the  part  of  Gov.  Shirley,  saved  it 
from  attack. 

War  Preparations      Forecasting  a  ''' speedy   rujoture"   between 
Commenced  in     Frauce   and   England,   the   General   Court 

Massachusetts.  ^  ,  .  .  ....       -.-r 

commenced  preparations  to  meet  it  in  JNo- 
vember,  1743.  Money  was  appropriated  for  the  "defence 
of  "  certain  of  the  more  exposed  towns  in  the  eastern  sec- 
tion of  the  Province,  though  New  Salem  in  Hampshire,  as 
well  as  other  towns  in  Worcester  County,  were  among 
them.  An  act  was  also  passed  for  the  enlistment  of  ten 
companies  of  fifty  men  each  in  Maine  and  Massachusetts, 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers.  These  men  were  to  con- 
stitute a  force  of  minute  men,  enlisted  for  the  war,  ready 
to  start  at  the  shortest  notice.  Each  man  was  to  provide 
himself  with  "  a  pair  of  snow-shoes,  a  pair  of  moggisons  & 
hatchet,"  for  wliich  he  was  to  receive  10s.  Three  of  these 
companies  were  assigned  to  Hampshire  County.  In  Jan- 
uary following.  Col.  John  Stoddard,  Eleazar  Porter,  and 
Israel  Williams,  were  designated  by  the  Governor  to  sug- 
gest the  names  of  fit  persons  for  their  officers.  For  the 
company  from  this  section  these  men  were  proposed  :  — 
Seth  Pomeroy,  Captain  ;  Supply  Kingsley,  Lieutenant ;  and 
John  Clap,  Ensign,  all  of  Northampton.  No  muster-roll 
of  this  company  has  been  discovered,  and  it  is  not  probable 
that  any  military  organization  thus  officered  was  ever 
formed.  They  were  termed  "snow  shoe  men,"  but  it  is 
doubtful  if  they  ever  entered  the  service  in  that  capacity. 
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Capt.  Pomeroy,  however,  commanded  a  company  the  next 
year,  but  its  field  of  operations  was  remote  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 

A  Commission  on  De-  When  War  became  a  certainty,  additional 
fences  Appointed.  methods  of  defence  were  provided  by  the 
authorities,  designed  more  especially  to 
command  the  customary  lines  of  Indian  travel  across  the 
frontiers,  from  the  northward.  It  was  decided  to  establish 
a  series  of  forts,  about  five  and  a  half  miles  distant  from 
each  other,  westward  to  the  boundaries  of  New  York.  A 
commission  consisting  of  Col.  Stoddard,  Col.  Partridge, 
and  John  Leonard,  was  appointed  to  carry  these  orders 
into  efi:ect.  Col.  Stoddard  was  the  working  man  of  the 
commission,  and  under  his  supervision,  the  fortifications 
were  designed,  located  and  built. 

Fortifications  Con-     Fort  Dumuier,  erected  in    1724,   by   Lieut. 
structed.  Tiuiothy  Dwiglit  of  Northampton,  having 

been  thoroughly  repaired  after  its  destruc- 
tion by  fire,^  was  now  more  formidable  than  ever.  In 
order  to  carry  out  tlie  intentions  of  this  commission  it  was 
necessary  first  to  establish  a  military  line  on  which  to  erect 
the  blockhouses.  Early  in  July,  Lieut.  Timothy  Dwight, 
now  Col.  Dwiglit,  was  instructed  to  survey  a  line  in  accord- 
ance with  general  orders,  "  from  Colrain  to  the  Dutch  set- 
tlements." This  was  promptly  done,  and  on  the  34'*'  of  the 
month,  orders  were  issued  to  Capt.  William  Williams  of 
Hatfield,  for  the  erection  of  a  fort  in  the  town  of  Heath, 
which  was  named  Fort  Shirley,  in  honor  of  the  Governor 
of  the  Province.  Another  fort  was  built  in  the  town  of 
Rowe,  and  named  Fort  Pelham,  but  it  was  not  completed 

1  Ou  the  15"'  of  January,  1738,  9  o'clock  at  night,  fire  broke  out  in  the  room  adjoin- 
ing the  magazine  at  Fort  Dummer,  and  Capt.  Kellogg,  fearing  the  fire  would  soon 
reach  the  powder,  ordered  all  the  people'immediately  to  leave  the  fort  (after  trying 
in  vain  to  put  out  the  fire),  before  his  orders  could  be  executed  the  powder  blew  up 
and  scattered  the  fire  all  over  the  fort,  and  in  a  short  time  it  was  all  consumed,  with 
the  stores  of  war,  goods  for  the  Indian  trade,  and  all  that  belonged  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers,  except  the  clothes  they  had  ou.  Loss  from  £6,000  to  £T,(XX)."—  Boston 
Evening  Post,  1738. 

The  fort  was  probably  rebuilt  by  Capt.  Kellogg  the  ensuing  year.  It  was  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Josiah  Willard  in  1740,  who  complained  that  it  was  in  a  "  defence- 
less condition."  He  says  that  the  garrison  will  put  things  in  a  posture  for  defence 
and  erect  two  bastions  if  government  will  allow  him  a  carpenter  and  provide  nails, 
iron  and  boards.  These  bastions  were  built  in  1741,  and  a  line  of  pickets  twenty  feet 
high,  set  around  the  fort. 
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till  the  following  spring.  During  that  summer  a  third 
fortification  was  erected  in  the  town  of  Adams,  beyond 
Hoosack  mountain,  and  named  Fort  Massachusetts.  This 
finished  the  line  of  defenses  ordered  and  paid  for  by  the 
Province.  Other  means  of  safety  were  adopted,  and  houses 
were  fortified  and  mounts  built  in  Vernon,  Bernardston, 
Colrain,  Charlemont  and  Charlestown.  West  of  the  moun- 
tain similar  works  were  constructed  at  Pittsfield,  Stock- 
bridge,  and  Sheffield.  These  were  built,  some  at  private 
cost,  and  others  by  the  towns  in  which  they  were  sit- 
uated. Generally  the  town  fortifications  were  used  as 
places  of  refuge  for  the  inhabitants  in  times  of  sudden 
assault.  In  cases  of  imminent  danger  they  were  garrisoned 
by  the  Province  troops  or  volunteers  paid  by  the  govern- 
ment. 

commauding  offl-  Col.  Joliu  Stoddard  succeeded  to  the  com- 
cers  in  Ham  p-  maud  in  this  county,  on  the  death  of  Col. 
oun  y.  Samuel  Partridge,  which  occurred  in  1740. 
He  also  had  charge  of  the  frontier  defenses.  Capt.  Eph- 
raim  Williams  of  Hatfield,  was  entrusted  with  the  over- 
sight of  the  western  line  of  fortifications,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Fort  Massachusetts,  and  Major  Israel  Williams  of 
Hatfield,  was  appointed  commissary  of  the  Western  De- 
partment. 

Soldiers  and  Dogs  Five  hundred  soldiers  were  ordered  to  be 
were  Enlisted,  raised  iu  1744,  two  hundred  of  whom  were 
occu'tred!*^  '°^  to  be  scut  to  the  western  frontiers.  Con- 
stant scouting  was  carried  on  from  the  forts, 
under  the  supervision  of  Capt.  Williams.  Dogs  were 
pressed  into  the  service,  and  accompanied  many  of  the 
scouting  parties,  but  evidently  they  did  not  accomplish  all 
that  was  anticipated.  Abundant  signs  of  the  enemy  were 
discovered,  but  no  collision  occurred,  and  no  assault  was 
made  by  the  Indians  in  this  section.  It  is  not  known  that 
any  Northampton  men  were  engaged  in  this  campaign. 
Undoubtedly  some  of  them  enlisted,  and  were  employed  in 
the  duties  already  named,  but  no  company  from  this  town 
appears  among  the  muster-rolls.  During  the  year  both 
sides  were  engaged  in  preparations  for  the  conflict.  The 
burden  of  building  the  fortifications  and  scouting  fell  upon 
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tlie  militia  from  tlie  northern  section  of  the  county,  as  very 
few  troops,  if  any,  were  sent  from  the  east.  A  company 
of  soldiers  from  a  Worcester  regiment  was  sent  to  North- 
ampton, and  ordered  to  do  duty  on  the  frontiers  in  the  sum- 
mer. The  French,  in  the  meantime,  were  organizing  their 
Indian  allies,  in  readiness  to  take  the  field  the  following 
year. 

The  Town  Adopts  While  the  battle  was  afar  the  people  of 
aNewaiethod  Northampton  remained  inactive.  Ordinary 
precautions  were  undoubtedly  taken,  but 
no  systematic  defensive  measures  were  entered  upon  till  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  1745.  The  system  of  fortifications 
adopted  in  former  years  was  no  longer  tenable,  even  if  in 
existence.  A  new  method  better  adapted  to  existing  con- 
ditions of  warfare,  had  been  devised.  It  was  not  till  De- 
cember that  the  matter  was  brought  before  the  town 
for  action,  though  it  must  have  formed  a  topic  for  general 
discussion  throughout  the  year.  It  was  then  decided  by  a 
"  great  majority  that  something  should  be  done  to  fortify 
themselves  against  the  enemy,"  and  a  vote  was  passed  to 
make  "niounts  and  fortifications."  The  whole  matter  was 
put  into  the  "  custody  "  of  a  committee  who  were  instructed 
to  report  on  "  Wednesday  next."  Accordingly  on  the  25"' 
of  December,  the  committee  ofi^ered  their  suggestions. 
They  concluded  "  that  for  the  present  'tis  not  best  to  do 
any  more  than  to  make  mounts  and  flankers  according  to 
the  Inclinations  of  those  that  are  to  be  defended  by  them," 
and  that  it  was  not  expedient  to  do  anything  "by  way  of 
publick  Tax  or  Expense."  They  also  proposed  that  the 
town  should  be  "  divided  into  proper  Squadrons  &  that 
Each  Squadron  fort  Such  Houses  and  in  Such  manner  as 
they  think  best  for  themselves."  Fifteen  squadrons  were 
proposed  by  the  committee,  and  the  limits  of  each  district 
defined.  This  action  of  the  town  seems  to  have  been  un- 
satisfactory, and  it  was  never  carried  out.  Probably  the 
most  unpopular  feature  of  the  proposition,  was  that  which 
had  reference  to  the  manner  of  paying  the  expense.  As 
these  squadrons  evidently  formed  the  groundwork  of  the 
plan  of  fortifications  adopted  the  next  year,  they  are  copied 
in  full :  — 
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"  The  s(iiia(lrons  the  committee  propose  should  be  as  foUoweth,  viz  : 
That  the  people  on  the  Soitth  Side  of  Mill  River  be  divided  into  3 
Squadrons."     This  occupied  the  entire  length  of  South  Street. 

"And  the  People  Up  the  plain  be  divided  into  two  Squadrons,  taking 
in  Ensign  Gideon  Lymans."  This  one  included  the  upper  part  of 
Bridge  and  North  Streets. 

"  Another  Squadron  to  be  from  Dea.  Pomeroy's  &  John  Briggs  at  the 
East  End  of  the  Wid°  Abigail  Parsons  &  the  Wid"  of  Eben''  Alvord  at 
the  other  End.''  This  was  probably  the  lower  part  of  Bridge  and  the 
upper  part  of  Hawley  Streets. 

"  Another  to  be  from  Noah  Strong's  taking  all  that  Street."  This 
included  the  lower  portion  of  Hawley  Street. 

"  And  the  other  from  the  meddow  Gate  up  to  Benjamin  Bartlet's."' 
This  was  the  lower  end  of  Pleasant  Street. 

"  Another  to  be  from  Judd's  &  Henderson's  on  both  Sides  of  the 
Street  to  Capt  Moses  Lyman's,  taking  in  Moses  Wright's  family  and 
Caleb  Strong's."    This  covered  the  rest  of  Pleasant  Street  to  Main. 

"  Another  from  Edward  Baker's  &  Saul  Alvord's  to  Elisha  Pomeroys 
&  rC  Jerijah  Strong's,  taking  in  Serg'  Waitstill  Strong  &  Serg'  Hunt's." 
This  included  Meeting  House  Hill.  Main  Street  and  South  Street  to  the 
river. 

"  Another  Squadron  to  be  from  Israel  Rusts,  to  Samuel  Marshalls  and 
to  Ens.  Josiah  Clark's  &  his  Brother  Increase  and  down  to  Maj"^  Pom- 
eroy's." In  this  was  embraced  the  western  half  of  Meeting  House 
Hill,  Main  to  West,  and  Elm  Streets  to  the  Episcopal  Church. 

"  &  another  from  the  Wid°  Sarah  Clarks  &  Lt.  Hunt's  Up  to  Eben'' 
Clark,  Jr.  and  Moses  Clark's."  This  comprised  the  remainder  of  Elm 
Street. 

"&  Another  from  John  Alvord's  down  to  the  Wid"  Millers  and  up  to 
Mark  Warners  on  both  Sides  of  the  way.''  This  one  extended  along 
Prospect  Street  and  included  "'Black  Pole." 

"Another  from  Hope  Roots  on  both  Sides  of  the  way  down  to  Sam- 
uel Aliens  taking  in  L'.  Benj"  Sheldons  and  Eben"^  Kentfield."  In  this 
was  included  the  upper  portion  of  King  Street. 

"  Another  Squadron  to  be  from  Serg*  Joseph  Allen's  to  Lt.  John  Mil- 
ler's taking  the  back  Street  from  John  Strongs  &  Sam'  Clessons  down 
to  Ithaniar  Clarks."  In  this  was  included  the  lower  section  of  King 
Street,  extending  to  Market. 

"  Josiah  Parsons  hath  determined  to  be  by  himSelf  as  we  Are  In- 
formed."   He  lived  on  Market  Street,  his  lot  extending  to  the  cemeterj-. 

Mounts  Ordered  to     lu  tlie  f  ollowiiig  May  ail  oi'der  was  adopted 
be  Built.  to  Ijuild   "  mounts  or  places  to  watcli  and 

ward  "  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  They 
were  constructed  of  hewn  timber,  were  about  "8  foot 
Square,"  &  a  floor  to  Stand  Upon  about  Six  or  Seven  foot 
from  the  2;round,  were  covered  overhead  with  boards  so  as 
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to  ""Secure  the  watcli  and  Ward  from  Rain,"  and  to  be 
"Speedily  Effected  at  the  Cost  and  Charge  of  the  town." 

"  The  Town  then  voted  to  make  Some  mounts  and  adjoining  to  the 
Houses  they  are  made  at  and  So  to  be  made  in  the  body  of  the  Town 
and  to  be  places  Convenient  to  fight  in ;  and  the  Houses  where  the 
mounts  are  made  at,  to  be  places  of  Refuge  for  the  Women  &  Children 
to  Resort  to  in  Case  of  an  Alarm." 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  determine  the  respective 
places  where  these  mounts  should  be  built,  and  what  houses 
should  be  fortified  in  the  several  squadrons  of  the  town. 
In  September  still  further  action  was  taken  and  "flankers 
and  fortifications  were  ordered  to  be  made  with  boards  or 
piquets."^ 

Remote  Places      Tliis  work  was  entered  upon  at  once,  and 
Fortified.  bcforc   wiutcr   set  in  the  town  must  have 

presented  somewhat  the  appearance  of  a 
military  camp,  with  mounts  and  picketed  houses  in  every 
direction.  As  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  at  least 
thirteen  of  these  structures  were  erected.  The  vote  in  May 
directed  that  mounts  should  be  built  in  the  "  remote  parts 
of  the  town,"  One  of  them  was  to  be  placed  near  Eliakim 
Clark's  house,  on  the  south  side  of  Mill  River.  There  is  no 
record  of  any  fortification  at  Clark's  house,  and  this  one 
was  undoubtedly  constructed  at  the  house  of  Roger  Clapp, 
afterwards  known  as  the  Warham  Clapp  property.  The 
lot  is  now  owned  by  C.  N",  Clark,  Esq.  Another  was  to  be 
built  "  in  the  street  near  Moses  Clark's  house."  He  lived  on 
Elm  Street,  in  the  section  since  known  as  "New  Boston." 
From  accounts  rendered  it  is  shown  to  have  been  built  "  at 
the  end  of  the  town  by  Mr.  Hunt's  "  and  must  have  been 
near  the  homesteads  of  the  late  Luther  Bodman  and  S.  E. 
Bridgman,  then  owned  by  Joseph  Hunt.  A  third  was  to 
be  placed  "in  the  street  near  Mark  Warner's  house,"  at 
"Black  Pole,"  near  the  upper  end  of  Prospect  Street,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  "Poor  House,"  a  short  dis- 
tance west  of  that  building  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street.  Still  another  was  placed  "  in  the  Street  between 
Hope  Root's  House  and  Eben'  Miller's  house.''     This  was 

]  The  pickets  were  to  he  six  inches  in  diameter,  nine  and  one  half  feet  long, 
sharpened  at  the  upper  end,  set  eighteen  inches  in  the  ground,  and  fastened  \)j  a  rib 
extending  across  about  midway,  pinned  to  each  picket. 
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on  King  Street,  a  short  distance  south  of  the  okl  Catholic 
Churcli.  The  above  list  comprises  all  that  were  built  in 
what  was  designated  as  the  "  remote  parts  of  the  town." 

Mounts  Erected  near     Another   Committee   was    chosen   at  the 
the  Center.  samc  time  to  ''build  some  mounts  in  the 

body  of  the  town."  They  had  complete 
control  of  the  work,  both  as  regards  location  and  erection, 
but  seem  to  have  followed  in  regard  to  position,  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  first  committee,  and  placed  them  within  the 
limits  assigned  to  the  proposed  squadrons.  Under  their 
direction  mounts  were  established  at  the  following  places  : 
at  Mr.  Stoddard's  house  on  Prospect  Street,  now  H.  R. 
Hinckley's  ;  two  near  Joseph  Bartlett's  house,  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  residence  of  the  late  Wm.  R.  Clapp,  on  Pleasant 
Street ;  another  at  Capt.  Preserved  Clapp's  on  Pleasant 
Street,  near  the  junction  of  River  Street ;  one  at  Rev,  Jon- 
athan Edwards'  homestead  on  King  Street,  now  the  prop- 
erty of  Chas,  E.  Stevens  ;  another  at  the  house  of  Lieut. 
Parsons,  on  Bridge  Street,  near  the  homestead  of  John  W. 
Hubbard  ;  one  at  Capt.  Joseph  Wright's,  on  Bridge  Street, 
on  the  homestead  of  the  late  J.  S.  Lathrop.  Similar  struct- 
ures were  also  built  at  Ebenezer  Wright's,  on  Bridge  Street, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  house  of  the  late  James  Wright,  and 
at  John  Miller's  on  King  Street,  not  far  from  the  house  of 
the  late  Geo.  L.  Loomis,  but  for  some  reason  the  town  re- 
fused to  pay  for  them,  probably  because  they  were  built 
without  the  sanction  of  the  committee.  To  build  the  for- 
tifications in  the  outer  districts,  committees  were  appointed 
consisting  of  persons  living  in  that  immediate  vicinity.  In 
the  body  of  the  town  the  work  was  done  by  the  general 
committee,  or  by  persons  appointed  by  them.  The  old  fort 
at  Pascommuck,  which  had  already  sustained  one  Indian 
attack,  was  put  in  complete  repair. 

Cost  of  these  Mounts.     Tlicsc  f  orts  or  mouuts,  f  ourtccu  in  num- 
No  Rum  used  in    }jqy  twclvc  of  which  wcre  paid  for  out  of 

their  Coustruction.        ,t        .  ■  ^^    n 

the  town  treasury,  comprise  all  the  work 
accomplished  in  that  line  during  the  war.  They  cost  about 
£360,  which  includes  charges  for  wood  consumed  by  the 
soldiers  who  kept  the  "court  of  guard,''  and  the  pay  of  the 
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committee  men.  All  the  items  which,  entered  into  the  ex- 
pense of  constructing  these  forts  are  enumerated  in  the 
original  bills,  and  they  are  still  on  file,  but  curiously- 
enough,  rum  is  nowhere  mentioned.  When  a  meeting- 
house, a  school-house,  or  a  bridge  was  built,  rum  was  an 
important  factor,  and  was  treated  as  an  ordinary  expense. 
But  here  was  work  extending  through  the  summer,  and 
into  the  winter,  and  no  stimulant  seems  to  have  been  pro-^ 
vided  by  the  town.  If  any  was  used  the  workmen  fur- 
nished it  themselves.  After  peace  was  declared  the  forts 
were  demolished,  and  the  materials  sold  for  £63.  They 
were  the  last  defensive  structures  ever  built  or  needed  in 
the  town. 

Casualties  of  the      During  the  year  1745,  the  Indians  commit- 
Year.    .  ted  uo  depredation  within  this  county.     No 

attack  was  made  upon  any  town  in  it,  and 
no  citizen  of  Northam])ton  was  killed  or  wounded  by  them. 
Indians  were  constantly  lurking  in  the  woods  along  the 
frontiers,  as  well  as  near  the  upper  settlements,  and  gave 
ample  employment  to  the  troops  stationed  at  the  block- 
houses. The  entire  list  of  casualties  for  the  year  was  con- 
fined within  the  limits  of  what  now  comprises  the  State  of 
Vermont.  Their  first  appearance  was  at  Putney,  in  June, 
when  William  Phipps,  who  was  hoeing  corn,  was  captured 
by  a  couple  of  them.  When  they  reached  the  woods 
Phipps  knocked  one  of  them  down  with  a  hoe,  and  seizing 
his  gun,  shot  the  other.  Coming  upon  three  more  of  the 
enemy  soon  after,  he  was  killed  and  scalped.  Within  a 
few  days,  Josiah  Fisher  was  killed  at  Keene.  On  October 
ll*^*",  Nehemiah  How  was  taken  at  Great  Meadow,  where 
he  resided,  fourteen  miles  above  Fort  Dummer.  About 
three  miles  above  this  point,  David  Rugg  was  shot  and 
killed  while  in  a  canoe  with  Robert  Baker,  coming  down 
the  river,  but  Baker  escaped  to  the  bank.  The  Indians 
with  How,  crossed  the  lake  to  Crown  Point.  He  saw  Am- 
rusus,  the  husband  of  Eunice  Williams.  The  French  lieu- 
tenant at  the  fort  was  named  Ballock  ;  he  had  been  a  pris- 
oner at  Boston,  and  had  visited  Northampton  and  vicinity. 
How  reached  Quebec,  October  29^'',  eighteen  days  after  his 
capture,  and  was  imprisoned  with  other  captives.     He  died 
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in  Canada  within  two  years.  A  vigorous  pursuit  of  this 
band  of  marauders  by  sohliers  from  Fort  Dummer  and  vol- 
unteers from  Deerfield  and  Northampton,  failed  of  success. 
Numerous  alarms  kept  the  soldiers  on  the  alert,  and  the 
campaign,  though  devoid  of  actual  fighting,  was  by  no 
means  a  holiday  excursion. 


CHAPTER  X. 
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Louisburg  and  its      By  far  tliG  iTLOst  brilliant  feat  of  the  war 
Fortress.  -^^s  accomplished  during  its  second  year. 

Louisburg,  the  strongest  fortress  on  the 
continent,  was  captured  after  a  siege  of  forty-seven  days, 
by  a  handful  of  raw  recruits,  without  discipline,  poorly 
equipped,  and  commanded  by  a  merchant  of  Kittery. 
Twenty-five  years  had  been  consumed,  and  thirty  million 
Livres  expended  by  the  French  government  in  strengthen- 
ing the  place,  after  the  system  of  Vauban.  The  city  occu- 
pied a  tongue  of  land  standing  out  between  the  harbor  and 
the  sea.  For  a  distance  of  twelve  hundred  yards  on  the 
landward  side,  across  the  neck,  extended  these  formidable 
fortifications.  The  rampart  of  earth,  thirty  feet  high, 
faced  with  solid  masonry,  was  sixty  feet  wide  and  from 
thirty  to  thirty-six  feet  deep.  Embrasures  were  provided 
for  one  hundred  forty-eight  cannon,  but  only  a  part  of 
them  were  mounted  when  the  siege  commenced.  On  the 
shore,  about  a  mile  above  the  city,  facing  the  entrance  to 
the  harbor,  was  the  Royal  or  "Grand  Battery,"  defended 
by  many  heavy  guns. 

Gov.  Shirley's  Prop-  Eucouragcd    by   rcports    representing    the 
osition.  garrison    as    small,    insufiiciently   supplied 

with  food,  and  on  the  verge  of  mutiny, 
Gov.  Shirley  conceived  the  idea  that  this  stronghold  might 
be  surprised  and  captured  by  a  moderately  sized  army.  In 
January  he  laid  the  proposition  before  the  General  Court, 
with  a  request  that  the  matter  should  not  be  made  public. 
But  the  undertaking  was  deemed  altogether  too  formidable, 
and  could  not  be  entertained.     When  the  design  accident- 
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ally  became  known,  however,  it  met  with,  such  great  favor 
among  the  people,  that  tlie  Governor,  sustained  by  a  num- 
ber of  petitions  from  some  of  the  sea-coast  towns,  again 
brought  the  subject  before  the  Legislature,  and  after  con- 
siderable debate,  the  expedition  was  sanctioned  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one  vote. 

The  Expedition       William    Pcpperell,    of    Kittery,    Me.,    a 
OrgauiztKi.  trader,  who  had  received  scarcely  any  mil- 

itary training  whatever,  was  chosen  com- 
mander-in-chief, with  Roger  Wolcott  of  Connecticut,  as 
second  in  command.  An  attempt  was  made  to  interest  all/ 
the  colonies  in  the  enterprise,  but  with  scant  success.  New 
England  furnished  all  the  troops  ;  New  York  voted  £3,000, 
and  Gov.  Clinton  sent  in  addition  a  quantity  of  provisions 
raised  by  private  subscription,  and  loaned  ten  eighteen- 
pound  guns  ;  New  Jersey  contributed  £2,000,  but  declined 
to  send  any  men  ;  and  Pennsylvania  voted  £4,000  to  pur- 
chase stores.  Massachusetts  provided  much  the  largest 
contingent,  sending  three  thousand  two  hundred  fifty  men, 
while  Connecticut  was  represented  by  five  hundred  sixteen, 
and  New  Hampshire  by  three  hundred  four.  So  tardy  was 
Rhode  Island  that  her  soldiers  arrived  too  late  to  partici- 
pate in  the  siege. 

It  Proved  Quite     Tliroughout  Massachusctts  this  expedition 
Popular.  ^as  SQ  ^qI\  received,  that  more  men  en- 

listed than  were  required,  and  several  com- 
panies were  refused.  The  capture  of  Louisburg  has  been 
so  many  times  and  so  minutely  described,  that  there  is  little 
occasion  to  recall  its  incidents,  except  so  far  as  to  chronicle 
to  some  extent,  the  part  taken  in  it  by  citizens  of  North- 
ampton and  vicinity.  Fortunately  there  exists  for  this 
purpose  a  mine  of  valuable  information  in  the  Journal  and 
Letters  of  Gen.  Seth  Pomeroy  ;  the  former  will  be  given  in 
full,  and  the  latter  drawn  upon  to  elucidate  the  narrative. 

And  was  soon  Ready       Great  carc  was  exercised  to  keep  the  ene- 
t"  ^a,ii-  my  in  ignorance  of  the  projected  move- 

ment, and  in  the  official  correspondence 
of  the  time  it  is  only  vaguely  alluded  to  as  "the  expedi- 
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tion."  Enlistments  were  speedily  effected,  and  tlie  army 
was  gathered  and  embarked  in  less  than  two  months.  Sev- 
eral companies  were  raised  in  Hampshire  County,  two  sail- 
ing with  the  first  fleet,  and  another  going  later  when  re- 
inforcements were  forwarded.  In  February,  Seth  Pomeroy 
of  Northampton  (then  Major),  as  Col.  Stoddard  says,  was 
"  beating  up  for  men  in  the  upper  part  of  the  county,"  and 
in  a  short  time  he  had  enlisted  a  company  of  fifty  men, 
though  Stoddard  says  that  he  was  "provoked  (when  we 
mustered)  to  see  how  few  appeared  after  so  much  preten- 
sion to  List."  In  this  company  were  fifteen  men  from 
Northampton,  nine  from  Hatfield,  six  from  Deerfield,  three 
from  Hadley,  two  from  Northfield,  and  twelve  whose  resi- 
dence cannot  now  be  determined.  To  make  up  the  num- 
ber named  above,  three  names  are  wanting  ;  undoubtedly 
they  failed  to  pass  muster. 

Hampshire  County     The  4"'  Massachusetts  Regiment,  to  which 
Officers.  the   Hampshire  Company  enlisted  in   this 

section  was  attached,  was  commanded  by 
Col.  Samuel  Willard  ;  Seth  Pomeroy  held  the  office  of 
Major  as  well  as  that  of  Captain  of  the  3'^  company  ; 
Thomas  Chandler  was  Lieut. -Colonel  and  Captain  of  the 
2*^  company.  Gen.  Joseph  Dwight  of  Brookfield  was  ap- 
pointed Brigadier-General  and  had  command  of  the  9'^'^ 
Regiment.  He  was  Colonel  of  a  train  of  artillery,  of  which 
Joseph  Hawley^  of  Northampton  was  Chaplain.^  Another 
company  enlisted  from  the  frontier  garrisons  by  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Williams,  which  was  sent  to  reinforce  the  army,  but 
did  not  arrive  till  the  city  had  surrendered,  contained  the 
names  of  a  number  of  Northampton  men  on  its  muster- 
roll. 

An  Anti-Catholic       Relieved  by  the  people  to  be  mainly  anti- 
crusade.  Catliolic   in  its  design,  the  expedition  was 

regarded  as  under  the  especial  protection  of 
Providence.  Hence  in  every  hamlet  and  town  prayers 
were  constantly  offered  in  its  behalf.  Northampton  was 
not  behindhand  in  this  pious  fervor,  nor  were  her  soldiers 

1  Perry's  Williamstown,  p.  94. 

2  Mr.  Hawley's  commission  as  Chaplain  is  dated  March  23,  1744. 
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left  in  ignorance  of  the  fact.     Mary  Pomeroy  in  a  letter  to 
her  lnisl)and.  dated  May  27"',  says  : 

"The  whole  town  is  much  moved  with  concern  for  the  expedition, 
how  Providence  will  order  the  affair,  for  which  religious  meetings 
every  week  in  town  are  maintained."  Under  date  of  June  11"',  Ebe- 
nezer  Pomeroy,  father  of  Major  Seth,  writes  :  —  "I  would  inform  you 
and  j'our  soldiers  that  God  in  his  Providence  has  stirred  up  a  remarka- 
ble spirit  of  prayer  in  this  city,  for  victory  in  this  grand  expedition  and 
I  hear  also  throughout  the  land,  for  in  this  town  the  parents  and  some 
other  relatives  of  those  gone  in  the  expedition,  have  constantly  set 
apart  some  time  every  week  to  pray  to  God  for  success  in  this  grand 
affair  and  we  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  it  hath  not  been  in  vain  ; 
for  God  hath  in  a  very  remarkable  manner  smiled  upon  the  fleet  and 
army." 

Major  Pomeroy's  The  Company  of  Major  Pomeroy  was 
Company.  crowded  into  the  small  fishing  vessels,  nine- 

ty of  which  were  required  to  transport  the 
troops.  On  the  24"'  of  March,  the  fleet  set  sail  from  Nan- 
tasket  roads  and  soon  encountered  a  severe  storm,  with  the 
usual  consequences  to  landsmen.  But  though  they  weath- 
ered the  storm  in  safety,  the  fleet  was  scattered.  After 
buffeting  the  waves  for  nearly  two  weeks,  narrowly  escap- 
ing shipwreck,  the  little  vessels  containing  the  Hampshire 
soldiers  entered  the  harbor  of  Canseau,  about  fifty  miles 
from  Louisburg,  where  they  found  a  number  of  transports 
belonging  to  the  expedition,  at  anchor.  Here  in  a  few 
days  the  entire  fleet  was  concentrated,  and  here  it  was  com- 
pelled to  remain  till  the  last  of  April,  waiting  for  the  ice 
to  break  up  in  the  harbor  of  Louisburg. 

The  Voyage  of  the  Concerning  the  voyage  of  Major  Pomeroy 
Hampshire  Com-  j^j^(^^  ;[jjg  company,  the  commander  in  his 
^''"^'  first  home  letter,  dated  April  6"',  gives  the 

annexed  account,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  major, 

whatever  may  have  been  the  case  with  the  soldiers,  had  a 

very  severe  attack  of  seasickness  :  — 

"Yesterday  arrived  safe  at  camp,  which  was  the  14"'  day  since  we 
embarked  and  13  of  the  days  sea  sick  in  the  highest  degree,  24  hours 
often  without  one  mouthful  of  meat.  *  *  *  All  strong  drink,  the 
smell  of  which  was  more  than  I  could  bear,  was  an  abomination  to  me, 
and  if  any  body  ever  died  with  sea  sickness  I  believe  I  should  if  it  had 
continued  a  little  while  longer.     We  are  now  in  a  good  harbour  and  I 
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feel  much  better.  How  long  we  shall  stay  here  I  cannot  tell.  Our 
fleet  are  not  all  arrived  yet,  but  counted  yesterday  68  sail  of  vessels  at 
anchor  in  this  harbour." 

The  soldiers  did  not  wholly  escape  the  malady  which 
prostrated  their  superior  officer,  but  he  was  in  no  condition 
to  aid  or  S3''mpathize  with  them  while  on  ship-board  ;  how- 
ever, when  once  in  camp  and  restored  to  health,  he  looked 
to  their  wants. 

"My  company,"  he  writes,  "are  all  in  health  with  good  appetites 
and  our  Provisions  are  good  and  very  plenty  and  their  daily  allowance 
is  sufficient  for  each,  so  nobody  can  complain.'"  Again  on  the  19"\  he 
alludes  to  the  general  health  of  the  army.  He  says :  "It  is  very  re- 
markable in  the  array  that  they  have  their  health  in  so  great  a  degree, 
considering  the  great  difficulty  of  lodging  on  board  vessels  and  no  fires 
to  dry  their  wet  clothes.  In  my  company  not  a  man  ill  above  2  or  3 
days  at  a  time  except  sea  sickness." 

The  Fleet  sets  Sail  Oil  the  29'''  of  Aj)ril,  the  fleet  sailed  from 
for  Louisburg.  Canseau  harbor  and  the  next  morning,  "sun 
1  hour  high,"  came  in  sight  of  the  city  of 
Louisburg.  A  landing  was  immediately  effected  upon  the 
Island  of  Cape  Breton  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  The 
ground  upon  which  they  were  compelled  to  camp  was  low 
and  marshy,  the  only  water  they  had  to  drink  was  discol- 
ored and  stagnant,  the  troops  were  without  tents,  living  in 
''turf  and  bough  houses,  officers  and  soldiers  together;" 
their  provisions  were  chiefly  "pork  and  bread  without 
sauce,  except  a  small  matter  of  beans  and  peas."  Major 
Pomeroy  had  no  tent  till  the  7""  of  June.  Sickness  soon 
broke  out,  many  of  the  men  suffered  from  dysentery  and 
fever. 

Capture  of  the  The  uext  day  after  landing,  a  demonstra- 
" Grand  Battery."  tiou  was  made  agaiust  the  "Grand  Bat- 
tery," situated  about  two  miles  up  the  har- 
bor, by  Col.  Vaughn  with  a  detachment  of  four  hundred 
men,  but  the  only  result  was  the  burning  of  several  ware- 
houses, filled  with  stores.  On  the  2''  of  May,  the  Battery 
was  captured,  the  French  having  deserted  it  in  a  panic, 
leaving  behind  them  only  a  quantity  of  spiked  cannon. 
Major  Pomeroy  with  a  squad  of  twenty  men,  smiths  like 
himself,  was  detailed  to  make  the  guns  serviceable  again. 
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In  a  letter  to  his  wife  he  alludes  to  this  incident  in  the  fol- 
lowing modest  manner  :  — 

"  Gen.  Pepperell  gave  me  the  charge  and  oversight  of  above  twenty 
Smiths  in  boring  them  oiit.  Cannon  balls  and  bombs  hundreds  of 
them  were  fired  at  us  from  the  city  and  the  Island  fort,  great  niimbers 
of  them  struck  the  Fort,  some  in  the  parade  among  the  people,  but 
none  of  them  hurt,  and  as  soon  as  we  could  get  the  cannon  clear  we 
gave  them  fire  for  fire  and  bombarded  them  on  the  west  side." 

Letter  from  the  Be-    The  f oUowing  letter  f rom  Major  Pomeroy 
siegiuKArmy.         ^o  his  wife,  never  before  published,  shows 
the  progress  of  the  siege  and  the  faith  of 
the  writer  in  the  ultimate  success  of  the  undertaking  :  — 

"  Cape  breton,  May  y«  17.  1745. 
"  My  Dear  Wife 

••  Every  opportunity  I  would  Improve  to  write.  But  now 
in  short :  Our  army  for  a  week  Past  have  Ben  Sickly  But  now  Some- 
thing Better  not  one  Died  with  Seckness.  I  have  not  ben  Sick  But 
under  go  y"  hard  ships  of  a  Campaign  But  y'  I  am  willing  for  with  an 
expectation  y'  we  Shall  Succeed  at  Last :  y"  Remarkable  Providences 
y'  has  Past  before  my  Ej's  in  favour  of  us  gives  me  Reason  to  hope  for 
Further  Success  :  y  Citty  of  Lotiisburg  is  an  exceeding  Strong  well 
Fortified  Place  (y-  grand  Battle  we  have  got)  &  have  closely  shut  it  up 
&  Laid  close  Sige'd  to  it :  near  a  hundred  we  have  taken  of  y">  there 
[besides *1  Cows  Sheep  goats  &  Some  household  stuff  we  have  taken  : 
an  [d  we]  have  had  above  a  thousand  Cannon  bawls  &  hundreds  of  Cr 
[thrown]  about  us  yet  not  But  about  12  killed  By  y"'  ;  But  12  or  13 
more  after  they  was  taken  Prisoners  ware  Barbarously  Put  to  Death. 
My  Soldiers  have  Some  of  y">  ben  111  But  now  growing  Better  :  All 
alive  no  Fatal  acident  happened  to  any  of  y"\  Vastly  more  Difficult 
than  ever  we  thoat  of  y  takeing  of  Louisburg  is  ;  But  I  hope  we  shall 
have  y  Citty  in  time  God  only  knows  when  ;  my  Duty  to  my  Father  & 
Mother.  Love  to  Brothers  and  Sisters  ;  Love  un  Speakable  to  my  Dear 
wife  &  Loving  &  Dutifull  children  &  hope  if  it  be  y  will  of  God  to 
see  your  Pleasant  Faces  again.  Seth  Pomeroy." 

John  Hooker       Concerning  the  special  duties  which  fell  to 
Wounded.  i\^q  company  of  which  Pomeroy  was  Cap- 

tain, no  mention  has  been  made.  Doubt- 
less they  assisted  in  dragging  the  cannon  on  sledges  across 
the  morass,  helped  to  mount  and  serve  the  guns,  and  con- 
vey provisions  and  ammunition  from  the  fleet  to  the  camp. 
They  suffered  the  privations  and  dangers  of  that  arduous 

1  At  this  point  the  letter  is  torn,  and  the  missing  wo)-ds,  as  far  as  the  sense  seems 
to  indicate,  are  supplied  in  brackets. 
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campaign,  but  fortunately  escaped  serious  results.  In  a 
letter  dated  June  10'",  he  thus  alludes  to  the  condition  of 
the  army  in  general,  and  of  his  own  company  in  particular  : 
"  In  the  army  are  a  great  many  sick,  but  very  few  are  dangerously 
sick.  My  own  company  are  all  alive,  not  one  dangerously  sick,  nor  hut 
one  wounded,  that  is  John  Hooker^  who  is  much  burnt  by  powder,  but 
is  in  a  hopeful  way  of  getting  well.  The  dangers  that  I  and  my  com- 
pany have  been  exposed  to  have  been  as  great  as  any  company  in  the 
army.  What  we  have  lost  in  the  Army  I  fear  is  near  200,  but  I  hope 
that  many  of  them  are  in  the  city  that  were  taken  at  the  [Island]  Bat- 
tery. What  we  have  taken,  and  killed  of  the  French  since  we  fu'st 
came  to  camp,  I  think  by  the  best  account  I  have  had  is  about  1000  per- 
sons." Five  days  later,  and  two  days  before  the  surrender,  Pomeroy 
writes:  —  "Myself  and  my  soldiers  are  all  alive  and  well.  None  of 
them  have  yet  been  wounded,  though  more  exposed  than  any  part  of 
the  army." 

Capitulation  of  the     On  the  15"'  of  Juuc,  preparations  were  made 
City-  for  an  assault  upon  the  city  as  soon  as  the 

wind  would  permit  the  squadron  to  sail  into 
the  harbor,  but  on  that  day  a  flag  of  truce  was  received 
from  the  enemy  asking  terms  of  surrender,  and  the  city 
cajjitulated  on  the  17"\  Twenty-five  men  from  Col.  Wil- 
lard's  regiment,  under  Lieut.  David  King,  were  detailed  to 
serve  on  board  a  man-of-war  during  the  attack  ;  only  one, 
however,  was  from  Major  Pomeroy 's  company.  His  name 
was  Darbe  Crowly,  but  his  residence  is  unknown.  Lieut. 
David  King  was  a  native  of  Northampton,  but  had  removed 
to  Housatonnuck.  He  was  Lieutenant  under  Capt.  Thomas 
Chandler,  in  the  9th  Massachusetts  Regiment,  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  Dwight. 

The  Northampton    After  tlic  Surrender  of  the  city,  the  North- 
Men  Return  Home,    amptou  soldicrs  remained  in  camp  most  of 
the  time,  Col.  Willard's  regiment  having 
been  ordered  to  guard  the  stores.     Major  Pomeroy's  Jour- 
nal indicates  that  they  were  not  detailed  for  duty  within 

1  He  was  the  son  of  John  Hooker  of  Springfield,  born  in  1723.  In  1754,  he  resided 
at  Fall  Town  (Bernardston),  and  in  October  of  that  year  petitioned  the  legislature 
for  an  allowance.  He  says  that  he  was  a  soldier  at  Cape  Breton,  under  Capt.  Ebene- 
zer  Alexander,  and  was  badly  hurt  by  the  blowing  up  of  a  barrel  of  powder,  was 
taken  to  Boston  and  put  under  the  care  of  a  physician,  from  October  to  January  27, 
1745-6,  and  then  returned  to  his  friends.  He  asked  pay  for  his  time,  and  £S  was 
granted  him.  Lieut.  Ebeuezer  Alexander  was  from  Northfleld,  and  succeeded  Major 
Pomeroy  as  Captain  of  his  company. 
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the  city  ;  though  about  ten  days  before  they  left  for  home. 
they  went  into  Louisburg  and  occupied  the  houses  of  the 
inluibitants.  Most  of  the  company  sailed  for  Boston  on 
the  10"^  and  11'"  of  July. 

niness  of  Major      No  letters  of  Major  Pomeroy  from  the  10'" 
pomeroy.  Qf  June  to  the  30^''  of  July  have  come  under 

notice.  On  the  27'"  of  June,  he  was  taken 
violently  ill  with  fever,  and  did  not  leave  his  room  till  the 
6'"  of  July.  He  attributed  his  sickness  to  the  damp  and 
rainy  weather  which  kept  his  tent  and  every  thing  within 
it  constantly  wet.  The  day  before  his  seizure,  he  went 
into  the  city  and  lodged  with  Chaplain  [Joseph]  Hawley, 
and  here  he  remained  for  ten  days.  It  is  not  probable  that 
he  was  able  to  attend  to  any  of  his  military  duties  after 
this  time.  In  about  a  week  he  sailed  for  Boston.  Sixteen 
days  elapsed  before  he  reached  that  city,  and  business  de- 
tained him  so  that  he  did  not  leave  Boston  till  the  0*''  of 
August.  In  two  days  he  reached  his  "  own  pleasant  home 
in  the  middle  of  Northampton,"  where  he  arrived  at  five 
o'clock,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  8'",  having  been  absent 
four  months  and  twenty-four  days.  In  the  last  letter  to 
his  wife,  dated  Boston,  July  30'",  he  writes  :  — 

"  I  was  this  day  informed  that  you  have  heard  that  I  was  very  sick 
and  doubted  whether  living.  Very  sick  I  have  been  the  reason  why  I 
did  not  send  you  word  was  that  you  could  do  me  no  good  and  do  your- 
self much  hurt  with  concern  for  me.  and  I  hoped  you  would  not  hear 
of  it.  My  dear  with  ink  and  pen  I  shall  not  pretend  to  give  any  ac- 
count of  what  has  passed  before  my  eyes  in  a  variety  of  remarkable 
Pro\'idences  in  favour  of  our  great  design  that  we  have  been  upon,  and 
to  me  especially,  for  the  time  would  fail  to  do  it,  but  hope  God  willing, 
to  be  at  Northampton,  in  the  happy  enjoyment  of  my  dear  wife  to  love 
and  speak  forth  the  praises  of  God  together  in  a  short  time." 

Soldiers  from  North-      Pouieroy  says  repeatedly  that  his  com- 
ampton.  pany  was  more  exposed  than  any  others 

in  the  army,  yet  none  of  them  were  killed, 
wounded  or  died.  They  returned  to  their  homes,  wearied 
and  worn  with  the  hardships  of  the  campaign,  but  buoy- 
ant and  rejoicing  in  the  glorious  victory  they  had  helped  to 
win.  In  tliis  expedition,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  there 
seems  to  have  been  engaged  not  less  than  thirty-eight  men 


120  HISTORY   OF  NORTHAMPTON.  [1745. 

from  Northampton,  but  it  is  impossible  to  identify  tliem. 
all.  The  names  of  those  who  enlisted  in  Major  Pomeroy's. 
company  will  be  found  in  the  muster-roll  as  given  in  his 
Journal,  Of  the  nineteen  men  from  this  town,  whom  Pom- 
eroy  says  came  with  the  reinforcements  in  Col.  Williams* 
Regiment,  only  six  are  positively  known,  viz.  :  —  William 
Clark,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Elkanah  Burt,  Stephen  Clark, 
Simeon  Pomeroy,  and  Timothy  Baker.  Seven  others,  Jo- 
siah  Wright,  Joseph  Cook,  Elias  Lyman,  Daniel  Warner, 
Benjamin  Parsons,  Medad  Lyman,  and  Benjamin  Sheldon, 
whose  names  are  given  in  Col.  Williams'  muster-roll,  were 
probably  from  this  town.  Major  Pomeroy  also  mentions  a 
Captain  from  Northampton  in  a  Worcester  County  Regi- 
ment as  among  the  reinforcements,  but  his  name  is  un- 
known. ^  While  no  one  from  Northampton  was  killed  or 
wounded,  two  of  Pomeroy's  company  died  in  the  service — 
Stephen  Clark  and  Timothy  Baker.  Stephen,  son  of  John 
Clark  (second  of  the  name),  was  in  the  fourth  generation 
from  William,  the  first  settler,  and  was  but  eighteen  years 
of  age.  Timothy  Baker  was  the  son  of  John  Baker,  and 
about  twenty -five  years  old.  In  1747,  Elisha  Strong  peti- 
tioned the  General  Court  for  "further  allowance  by  reason 
of  his  Services  and  sufferings  at  the  siege  of  Louisburg."  ^ 

1  John  Baker  is  named  as  Captain,  in  the  reinforcements  under  Col.  Williams  and 
he  may  have  been  the  man. 

2  The  wages  of  the  troops  engaged  in  this  expedition  were  :  Major  £8.10  per 
month  ;  First  Lieut.  60s.  ;  Second  Lieut.  40s.  ;  First  Sergt.  and  Clerk  32s.  ;  other  Ser- 
geants and  Corporals  25s.  ;  Privates  received  25s.  for  four  weeks,  or  6s.  3d.  per  week. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


SETH   POMEROY  S   JOURNAL, 


Northampton,  March,  14,  1744-5. 
On  Thursday  set  out  from  Northampton  upon  my  jour- 
ney to  Boston  upon  the  designed  expedition  against  Cape 
Breton.  Came  to  Boston  Saturday,  one  of  the  clock,  tar- 
ried there  till  next  week.  On  Saturday  after  at  sunset 
sailed  down  to  King's  Road  and  came  to  an  anchor  till 
Sabbath  day  at  three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
sailed  off  with  about  sixty  sail  of  vessels,  and  the  same 
night  sun  about  an  hour  high.  Taken  very  sick  all  that 
night,  next  day  all  day  and  the  night  following,  and  Tues- 
day all  day,  and  at  night  came  to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of 
Sheep's  Gut  river.  Wednesday  morning  eat  about  one 
quarter  of  a  biscuit  with  butter  and  something  revived, 
and  about  noon  went  on  shore,  roasted  meat  and  drank 
good  running  water,  felt  much  revived.  This  was  the  27'" 
day.  It  was  a  cloudy  day  dark  and  misty,  the  night  fol- 
lowing very  rainy  with  cold  north  wind  till  about  noon  and 
then  cleared  up  with  a  cold  northwest  wind  which  was  the 
28*"  day  of  March.  We  tarried  there  all  that  day  in  the 
mouth  of  Sheep's  Gut  River  at  an  anchor.  Friday  morn- 
ing set  sail  whicji  was  the  29'"  day,  about  ten  of  the  clock, 
with  a  fair  wind  till  the  next  day  about  noon  and  then 
came  up  a  terrible  north  east  storm,  all  that  day  and  night, 
till  about  break  of  day,  a  Sabbath  day  morning  and  then  a 
calm  all  that  day,  which  was  the  31"',  we  lay  rolling  in  the 
seas,  with  our  sails  furled,  with  prodigious  waves.  Mon- 
day another  terrible  storm  which  was  the  V^  day  of  April. 
This  day's  storm  scattered  our  fleet.  The  storm  towards 
night  abated  and  then  we  were  left  alone,  but  about  eight 
of  the  clock  of  the  night  we  set  sail ,  and  in  the  morning, 
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the  2''  of  April  we  had  a  fair  wind,  all  this  time  from  Fri- 
day till  this  day  which  was  Tuesday,  nothing  to  eat  or 
drink  that  I  had  any  appetite  to.  All  that  I  took  to  eat  or 
drink  I  vomited  up  again,  sick  day  and  night,  so  bad  that 
I  have  not  Avords  to  set  it  forth,  nor  can  I  give  any  body  an 
idea  of  it,  that  hath  not  felt  the  same  or  something  like  it, 
and  so  shall  say  no  more  here. 

Tuesday  night  about  sunset,  i3assed  by  Cape  Sable,  the 
2"^  day  of  April,  The  next  day  and  night  following  sailed 
with  a  good  gale  of  wind  till  Friday  about  -i  of  the  clock 
in  the  afternoon  and  then  came  to  Canso  Harbour.  There 
were  then  at  anchor  68  sail  of  vessels  and  several  more 
that  were  not  yet  in.  Saturday  which  was  the  6"'  of  April, 
which  was  a  very  rainy  day  and  dark.  The  next  day  was 
the  Sabbath  and  Mr.  Moody  in  the  afternoon  preached  a 
sermon  upon  Canso  Island  from  Psalm  110.  ver.  3.  "Thy 
people  shall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power,"  to  a  very 
great  company  of  people.  Doct.  was  that  Christ  the  great 
Captain  of  our  Salvation,  sends  forth  his  servants  to  enlist 
volunteers  in  his  service.  Monday  at  evening,  which  was 
the  8*^  of  April,  came  in  seven  more,  Thursday  came  in 
nine  more. 

I  embarked  at  Boston  on  board  the  Hannah  and  Mary, 
Capt,  David  Carmida,  commander,  tarried  with  him  till 
Friday,  the  12"'  April,  and  then  shipped  on  board  Capt. 
Joseph  Smith's  schooner  Sally,  in  Canso  Harbour.  That 
day  in  the  afternoon  was  a  storm  of  snow  and  wind  cold 
and  severe  as  almost  any  in  winter,  lasted  till  about  mid- 
night. Saturday  were  thunder  storms,  rain  and  very  dark, 
and  the  night  following  Sabbath  day  morning,  was  the  14"^, 
very  dark  and  foggy,  some  rain  and  in  the  evening  follow- 
ing cleared  up  with  a  fair  N.  N.  W.  win(i.  That  day  we 
came  into  Canso  Harbour,  was  brought  in.  taken  by  Capt. 
Fletcher,  a  French  sIoo^d,  loaded  with  rum,  wine  brandy 
and  indigo,  without  the  loss  of  a  man  ;  about  the  same 
time  was  taken  by  Capt.  Dunahue,  and  brought  into  Canso, 
three  Indians  of  the  Cape  Sables,  and  a  Sabbath  day,  the 
14*^*^  of  April,  brought  in  eight  more.  Monday  morning, 
fair  weather  and  orders  given  out  to  sail,  but  wind  not 
suiting,  did  not  sail  that  day.  Tuesday  was  a  fair  pleasant 
morning,  but  the  wind  contrary,  but  soon  overcast  with 
clouds  and  fog  that  day  and  night  following. 
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Wednesday  the  forenoon  fair,  in  the  afternoon  rain, 
brought  in  a  brig  taken  off  Carborough  bay  by  Capt.  Snel- 
ling,  loaded  with  rum,  molasses,  coffee  and  chocolate,  who 
had  a  few  days  before  taken  a  fishing  schooner  belonging 
to  Cape  Ann  (April  the  17"')  the  men  on  board  the  brig 
who  belonged  to  the  schooner  informed  us  that  the  ice  at 
Cape  Breton  was  so  driven  up  that  a  vessel  could  not  get 
into  the  harbour,  so  we  were  obliged  to  stay  in  Canso  till 
that  was  removed. 

April,  the  18*''  1745.  Thursday  :  This  day  was  a  rainy 
day,  and  about  3  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  great 
guns  began  to  fire  off  Canso  Harbour,  3  or  4  leagues  (many 
of  the  vessels  were  discovered  by  the  people  here  from  the 
tops  of  the  masts  and  the  high  hill  at  Canso)  continued 
without  much  intermission  till  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  even- 
ing. About  six  of  the  clock  Capt.  Dunahue  and  Capt.  Swan 
brought  in  a  fine  brig  that  they  had  taken  that  afternoon. 
Before  this  prize  came  in  Rouse  Sanders  and  the  Piscata- 
qua  Sloop,  well  manned  went  out  in  pursuit  ;  the  cannon  a 
firing  all  this  while.  Dunahue  and  Swan  manned  off  before 
it  was  dark  and  out  again. 

Friday,  the  19"'.  The  cannon  fired  at  a  great  rate  till 
about  two  of  the  clock.  Capt.  Beckett  went  out  for  a  dis- 
covery but  found  nothing  but  a  body  of  ice.  Saturday,  the 
20"'.  This  was  a  fair  and  pleasant  day,  and  the  companies 
on  shore  began  to  exercise.  Sanders  returned  from  chase 
after  ship  and  although  she  was  chased  by  Snelling,  Ting, 
Rowse  Smithers.  which  were  16,  18  and  20  guns  and  several 
more  smaller  ones  and  some  hundreds  of  cannon  fired  at 
her,  yet  she  got  away  from  them  all.  The  chase  continued 
upwards  of  30  hours.  She  was  about  a  30  gun  ship  and  a 
smart  slii]). 

Sal)bath  day,  21^*  was  a  very  rainy  day.  Capt.  Furnal  the 
Piscataque  sloop  had  returned  from  her  chase  after  the 
ship,  turned  and  went  to  the  harbour  at  Louisburg,  and 
found  it  full  of  ice.  At  his  return  to  Canso  met  with  a 
schooner  that  the  French  a  few  days  before  had  taken  and 
he  retook  her  and  brought  her  in.  This  was  the  sixth  ves- 
sel that  had  been  taken  and  brought  into  this  harbour  since 
we  came  into  it.  This  day  four  of  Col.  Willards  men  being 
on  shore  getting  wood  one  of  the  men  was  shot  at  by  a 
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Frencliman  and  it  grazed  one  finger  and  went  througli  liis 
coat  sleeve.  Tlie  four  men  being  unarmed  and  on  shore 
getting  wood  were  surprised  by  two  Frenchmen  and  one 
Indian  appearing  in  arms.  The  four  Englishmen  yielded 
themselves  up  prisoners  and  went  off,  as  they  were  with 
their  enemies  and  traveled  as  they  judged  about  ten  miles  ; 
as  they  traveled  they  agreed  when  an  opportunity  pre- 
sented to  fall  upon  thein  and  the  word  was  given,  and  three 
of  tlie  English  fell  upon  them,  each  of  them  a  man  and  the 
other  to  their  guns,  and  made  themselves  masters  of  them, 
and  brought  them  back  again.  A  little  before  they  came 
to  the  place  where  they  were  taken,  the  Indian  turned 
about  and  ran  away,  one  of  the  Englishmen  shot  after  him 
and  it  is  thought  he  is  dead,  for  the  canoe  they  came  in  and 
a  bottle  of  rum  in  it.  our  people  found  the  next  day,  but 
the  Indian  had  not  been  there. 

Monday,  22'"^  was  a  fair  day,  cold  and  windy.  This  day 
came  in  a  40  gun  ship,  Capt.  Duval,  commander,  who 
brought  news  of  Capt.  Warren  and  three  other  men  of 
war,  and  one  of  our  transports  that  was  given  up  for  lost 
came  in,  well. 

Tuesday,  April  23.  This  day  was  taken  a  small  sloop  at 
St.  Peters,  and  four  or  five  houses  burnt,  one  Frenchman 
killed,  three  Englishmen  wounded.  Came  into  the  mouth 
of  Canso  Harbour,  Commodore  Warren  with  a  60  gun 
ship,  one  50  guns  and  2  40  guns.     This  was  a  fair  day. 

Wednesday,  tlie  24"\  This  was  a  fair  day,  nine  sail  of 
vessels  from  Connecticut  with  their  forces  came  in,  in  high 
spirits  and  good  health. 

Thursday,  the  25*''.  This  was  a  very  windy  day,  wind 
at  South  and  showers.  I  visited  the  Connecticut  gentle- 
men and  dined  with  Governor  Wilcot.  The  wind  in  the 
night  at  W.  S.  W. 

Friday,  the  26"'.  This  morning  cloudy,  very  strong  wind 
at  W.  S.  W.  the  Mdnd  ceased  and  it  was  a  very  rainy  day 
and  night.  Following  that  day  we  had  news  that  Commo- 
dore Warren  had  taken  three  vessels  which  came  out  of 
Saint  Peters. 

Saturday,  the  27"'.  This  was  foggy,  some  clouds  and 
dark,  but  before  noon  it  cleared  up,  wind  at  S.  S.  E.  We 
are  informed  that  the  harbour  at  Louisburg  is  clear  of  ice. 
We  wait  only  a  fair  wind  to  sail. 
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Sabbath  day,  the  28*'',  was  a  foggy  day,  no  rain,  warm 
weather  for  Canso.  Preacliing  upon  the  burying  Island  in 
tlie  forenoon  by  Mr.  Crocker  and  in  the  afternoon  by  Mr. 
Newman.  At  sunset  orders  were  given  to  sail,  but  the 
wind  died  away  and  we  were  obliged  to  stay  for  a  fair 
wind. 

Monday,  the  29"\  About  7  of  the  clock  we  sailed  out  of 
Canso  Harbour  for  Cape  Breton  with  a  fair  wind  ;  the  wind 
ceased  so  we  laid  to  at  night. 

Tuesday,  the  30*''.  This  was  a  fair  pleasant  morning. 
Came  in  fair  sight,  sun  1  liour  high,  of  Louisburgh.  There 
appeared  a  great  number  of  French  marching  up  the  sea 
side  towards  Cabaraugh  Bay  to  prevent  our  people  landing 
but  as  quick  as  possible  our  boats  were  on  shore.  Some 
few  of  the  English  ran  to  meet  the  French  and  came  in 
shot  of  them,  there  was  a  short  but  sharp  engagement. 
Two  of  the  French  were  killed  on  the  spot,  one  taken  and 
more  wounded  and  the  English  had  not  one  killed,  one  or 
two  slightly  wounded.  The  French  got  off  as  fast  as  they 
could,  the  English  following  them.  But  the  woods  being 
very  thick,  they  soon  got  out  of  sight,  but  there  was  soon 
a  great  number  of  the  English  gathered  together,  and  they 
followed  them  up  in  the  woods,  and  got  round  them  so  that 
they  were  not  able  many  of  them  to  get  into  the  town.  In 
the  afternoon  three  more  of  them  were  taken  and  at  night 
two  more  were  killed  near  the  town.  We  landed  safe 
although  we  were  in  great  danger.  Encamped  that  night 
on  Cape  Breton. 

Wednesday,  May  1*"*.  Several  more  French  were  taken, 
the  French  burned  many  of  their  own  houses  and  sank 
their  vessels  many  of  them.  In  the  North  East  Harbour 
our  people  burnt  many  of  their  houses,  took  two  French- 
men. The  French  at  the  Royal  Battre  were  frightened 
away.  Our  people  got  possession  of  the  Royal  Battre,  but 
the  touchholes  of  their  cannon  were  stopped  up  before  they 
went  off. 

Thursday,  the  2'"'.  Several  of  the  French  horses,  cows, 
calves,  goats,  such  of  them  as  would  do  for  meat  were 
killed,  and  some  of  their  men  and  two  women  taken.  The 
touch  hole  of  one  of  their  guns  at  Royal  Battre  was  drilled 
out  and  fired  at  the  town,  above  100  guns  from  the  town 
fired  at  the  Royal  Battre,  and  many  bombs.     No  man  hurt. 
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Friday,  the  3"''^  This  day  three  of  our  guns  at  the  Royal 
Battre  fit  for  firing,  and  fired  twenty  shots  Avith  43  pound- 
ers. Received  many  from  them  shot  and  bombs,  but  no- 
body hurt. 

Saturday,  the  4*'\  Fired  94  of  our  guns  from  tlie  Royal 
Battre,  upon  the  town,  and  a  13  inch  bomb,  placed  at  a 
part  of  the  town  about  f  of  a  mile,  fired  4  directly  into  the 
town.     Several  more  taken  of  the  French. 

Sabbath  day,  the  5*''  of  May.  This  day  I  was  ordered 
and  had  a  commission  from  the  General  to  oversee  twenty 
odd  smiths  in  clearing  the  cannon  touch  holes  that  the 
French  had  stopped  up.  This  day  a  42  pounder  of  the 
Royal  Battre  was  split.  Capt.  Roads  much  burnt,  but  has 
since  recovered.  There  I  staid  till  Thursday,  hundreds  of 
cannon  and  a  great  number  of  bombs  fired  balls  through 
the  fort  and  in  the  walls,  but  nobody  much  hurt.  We  fired 
many  hundreds  of  guns  at  them.  In  this  time  many  pris- 
oners taken,  some  killed,  several  attacks  were  designed 
against  the  island  battre  prove  unsuccessful. 

Thursday,  the  9"\  This  day  were  three  men  wounded  and 
one  both  of  his  legs  shot  off,  who  died  in  a  short  time. 

Friday,  the  10"\  Twenty  odd  men  who  were  up  in  the 
woods  were  shot  upon  by  a  greater  number  of  French  and 
Indians  ;  killed  four  of  the  men,  3  or  4  got  away — 13  of 
our  men  gave  themselves  up  pi'isoners — but  the  merciless, 
barbarous  creatures  tormented  them  to  death  after  they 
had  given  them  quarters. 

Saturday,  the  11"'.  I  visited  Rector  Williams  at  his  camp 
and  Col.  Burr  and  dined  with  them. 

Sabbath  day,  the  12"'.  This  day  in  the  afternoon  heard 
Rector  Williams  preach  from  these  words: — ''Ho  every 
one  that  thirsteth  come  and  take  of  the  waters  of  life 
freely." 

Monday,  the  13*''.  This  day  there  was  a  man  killed  at 
the  Battre  from  a  sliot  from  the  town  and  one  wounded  at 
the  Greenhill,  by  one  of  our  guns  breaking  ;  the  man's  leg 
broke  all  to  pieces.     The  Doctor  cut  it  off  at  the  knee. 

Tuesday,  the  14"'.  This  was  a  rainy  day  and  it  hailed  for 
the  first  time  we  came  upon  this  land.  At  night  it  cleared 
up.     We  laid  still  all  that  day. 

Wednesday,  the  13"'.     A  fair  day.     2   fascion   battries 
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preparing  at  tlie  west  and  south  west  part  of  the  city  in 
order  to  heat  down  the  walls  and  gates.  The  cannon  were 
drawing  from  the  Grand  Battre  to  place  in  them  ;  some 
already  placed  in  the  south  west  part  to  play  well  upon  the 
town,  also  a  large  mortar  with  some  cow  horns.  Some 
hundreds  of  cannon  fired  from  the  town  in  order  to  prevent 
our  people  proceeding  in  their  work,  but  no  man  was  hurt. 

I  would  make  remarks  upon  our  campaign.  The  people 
many  of  them  are  ill,  the  reasons  I  think  are  plain  :  1^*^ 
the  ground  here  is  cold  and  wet,  the  water  much  of  it  is  in 
low  marshy  ground  of  a  reddish  color  and  stagnated.  The 
people  have  no  beds  to  lay  on,  nor  tents  to  keep  off  the  fogs 
and  dew. 

gnciiy  Q^j.  provisions  are  chiefly  pork  and  bread  without 
sauce,  except  a  small  matter  of  beans  and  peas,  which  sets 
the  people  into  fluxes,  and  many  of  the  people  are  un- 
acquainted with  lying  in  the  woods  and  keep  no  fires,  get 
great  cold.  The  places  are  not  convenient  for  sick  people, 
and  very  uncomfortable  for  them  to  be  taken  to,  so  that 
their  illness  must  of  necessity  increase  upon  them  ;  so  I 
learn  by  this  campaign  how  to  do  better  in  another  if 
it  should  ever  be  in  my  time. 

Thursday,  the  16*'\  One  man  killed  by  a  bomb  (this  was 
a  fair  day)  belonging  to  Piscataque  at  Portsmouth  in  New 
Hampshire. 

Friday,  the  l?^*".  A  fair  day.  A  number  of  French  from 
town,  near  the  Light  House  engaged  a  company  of  our 
men  who  were  upon  that  land  about  40  of  ours  beat  off 
about  100  of  them.  One  French  man  was  wounded  and 
taken,  and  how  many  killed  we  do  not  know.  One  of  our 
men  was  wounded  at  night.  We  drew  two  large  cannon 
from  the  Grand  Battre  and  two  more  that  were  partly 
drawn  before  and  their  carriages,  and  placed  them  within 
•40  or  50  rods  of  the  town.  A  gun  split  at  the  Grand 
Battre  and  wounded  2  men  ;  the  third  that  has  split  there. 

Saturday,  the  18"'.  This  was  a  fair  day  in  the  morning. 
The  French  engaged  our  people  with  small  arms  from  the 
walls,  and  our  people  attacked  them,  many  hundreds  of 
guns  were  fired  to  and  from  one  and  another.  Several  of 
them  we  killed  without  doubt.  Two  of  ours  were  killed 
b}^  noon,  two  or  three  more  in  the  afternoon.  Capt.  Parce 
was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball. 
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Sabbath  day,  10"'.  Cloudy  this  day,  wind  N.  E.  Early 
in  the  morning  the  guns,  cannon  and  small  arms  began  to 
fire.  One  of  our  gunners  was  killed.  Many  hundred, 
small  and  great  were  fired.  About  two  of  the  clock,  they 
began  an  engagement  by  sea,  with  our  ships  of  war. 
Broad  sides  were  fired  both  sides.  What  the  issue  is  we  do 
not  yet  know,  so  leave  it.  This  day  a  sorrowful  accident 
hapjjened.  A  barrel  of  powder  caught  fire,  killed  two  and 
burnt  three  more  very  much  ;  another  accident  happened, 
a  great  gun  split  and  killed  two  men  and  wounded  several 
more. 

Monday,  May  20"',  1745.  This  is  my  birthday  and  I  have 
arrived  to  the  full  age  of  Thirty  nine  years  and  have  seen 
and  been  the  subject  of  many  remarkable  deliverances. 
But  since  I  have  been  engaged  in  this  expedition,  daily 
something  remarkable  and  some  days  extraordinary,  prov- 
idences in  favor  of  the  army  or  my  own  preservation.  A 
record  of  which  I  hope  and  desire  never  to  forget,  but  to 
keep  a  record  of  it  upon  my  mind  and  to  give  the  Pre- 
server of  men  who  orders  all  things  by  a  wise  providence 
the  praise  of  it.  Saturday  last  Capt.  Flacher's  men  being 
on  shore  at  Caborough  bay  to  get  water,  all  up  in  a  heap, 
were  shot  upon  by  a  number  of  Indians  7  killed  and  three 
more  taken.     One  man  died  Monday  by  sickness. 

Tuesday,  21*'.  Something  foggy  with  a  south  wind.  One 
xaan  died  by  sickness,  3  days  together  foggy  and  dark, 
1  died  by  sickness  this  day. 

Wednesday,  22"'.  This  is  a  fair  day  and  pleasant.  Last 
sabbath  day  night  Commodore  Warren  after  a  sharp  en- 
gagement with  a  70  gun  ship  from  France,  the  Mermaid  a 
40  gunship  with  him,  for  two  hours,  yard  arm  and  yard 
arm,  took  her  with  only  the  loss  of  4  men,  but  the  French 
lost  30  and  many  more  wounded.  The  ship  this  day  was 
brought  in  and  lay  in  fair  sight  of  the  town,  for  the  French 
to  look  up.     She  is  a  vast  rich  prize. 

Thursday,  the  23"'.  This  is  a  fair  day,  pleasant  morning  : 
many  attempts  we  have  had  for  taking  the  Island  Battre, 
which  all  prove  abortive.  This  night  Col.  Noble  was  the 
overseer  of  the  attack.  The  soldiers  sailed  all  around  the 
Island,  but  no  Col.  Noble  to  be  found.  For  want  of  an 
officer  the  soldiers   returned.     Ca])t.    Hale   at   the   Grand 


1745.1  SETH   POMEROY'S   JOURNAL.  129 

Battre  last  week  was  wounded  by  the  splitting  of  a  cannon, 
and  died  tliis  week.  This  day  one  of  Commodore  War- 
ren's men  that  was  wounded  some  time  past,  died. 

Friday,  24"".  Cloudy  the  forenoon  but  the  afternoon  fair 
with  N.  E.  wind.     Died  Major  Nuten  of  Colchester. 

Saturday  the  25"'.  By  a  scout  o-f  men  up  in  the  woods, 
they  discovered  six  Frenchmen  and  killed  one  of  them  and 
took  3  more.  It  was  a  very  dry  time  with  a  N.  W.  wind. 
The  woods  burnt  furiously  and  the  fire  came  near  our 
camp.  -With  much  labor  it  was  stopped  so  that  there  was 
not  that  I  know  of  any  damage  done  by  it  to  any  of  our 
camps. 

Sabbath  day,  May  the  SG^*",  1745.  This  was  a  fair  day. 
A  Company  of  volunteers  enlisted  for  another  attack  on 
the  Island  Battre,  although  there  had  been  4  or  5  attempts 
for  it  before,  and  all  proved  unsuccessful,  and  Providence 
seemed  not  to  favor  it ;  yet  some  people  were  engaged  to 
try  once  more  and  this  night  put  it  in  practice.  But  now 
Providence  seemed  to  frown  remarkably  on  the  affair. 
Our  people  were  discovered  by  those  at  the  Island  Battre 
before  they  got  on  shore,  and  the  French  being  prepared 
with  their  cannon  pointed  down  to  strike  the  boats  just  be- 
fore they  came  on  shore,  loaded  with  chain  and  partridge 
shot,  and  a  great  number  of  men  with  small  arms,  as  soon 
as  our  people  came  in  sight,  with  all  the  fury  and  resolu- 
tion possible  they  fired  upon  them,  and  cut  off  whole  boat 
loads  of  them,  but  in  spite  of  all  their  fire  4  or  5  boat  loads 
got  on  the  Island  and  engaged  them  for  near  an  hour,  by 
firing  great  numbers  of  small  arms  upon  them.  Not  more 
than  3  or  4  rods  apart  and  by  the  light  of  their  fire  saw 
well  to  shoot  and  doubtless  killed  many  of  them.  Other 
boats,  great  numbers  of  them  behind,  not  having  a  pilot 
were  not  able  to  get  on  shore,  and  trying  for  a  long  time 
and  in  the  very  heat  of  the  fire,  they  found  they  were  not 
able  to  land,  returned,  those  of  them  that  were  able  re- 
tiirned  as  fast  as  they  could  to  land  again.  Those  that 
had  got  on  the  Island  as  many  of  them  as  could  get  boats, 
made  the  best  of  their  way  off,  but  many  left  behind,  that 
there  were  no  boats  for,  so  were  obliged  to  fall  into  the 
hand  of   their  enemies.     Many  were  taken,  many  killed 
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and  drowned  and  wounded.      The  number  yet  I  do  not 
know.     It  is  since  thought  150  in  all. 

Monday,  the  27*'\  This  was  a  dark  and  cloudy  day  with 
some  rain.  About  ten  captives  brought  in  that  were  taken 
up  in  the  woods  north  of  the  Grand  Battre.  A  scout  of 
our  regiment  went  out  Sunday  last  to  see  what  discovery 
they  could  make,  with  a  design  to  return  the  next  day,  but 
came  not  till  Thursday.  A  man  was  wounded  at  the  west 
gate  with  a  small  arm  and  at  night  one  with  a  bomb. 

Tuesday,  28*''.  Col.  Noble  being  out  with  a  company  of 
about  400  men  met  with  a  number  of  French,  engaged 
them,  killed  a  number  of  them  not  certain  but  it  is  thought 
many,  and  took  one.  Lost  of  ours  six,  wounded  IS.  The 
one  that  was  taken  came  out  of  the  town  about  a  fortnight 
past  and  gives  account  that  provisions  are  very  scarce,  meat 
nor  bread  have  they  little  or  anything  to  eat. 

Wednesday,  the  29*''.  This  was  a  pleasant  fair  day. 
Since  last  Friday  to  this  day,  I  have  been  kept  in  by  a. 
Quincycal  humor  that  was  upon  me,  but  I  have  now  in 
some  measure  got  well  of  it,  and  this  day  walked  out. 

Thursday,  the  30"'.  This  was  a  fair  pleasant  day.  Our 
scout  that  went  out  last  Sunday  came  in  this  day,  but  had 
found  nothing.  A  scout  from  above  the  Grand  Battre 
brought  in  ten  captives  of  the  company  that  Col.  Noble 
with  400  men  engaged  with  last  Tuesday.  It  is  said  by 
these  captives  that  they  had  killed  and  wounded  about  40 
men  and  the  rest  of  the  number  in  the  whole  was  about 
150  French  and  Indians,  and  the  remainder  scattered  about 
in  small  companies,  without  any  meat  and  little  or  no 
bread. 

Friday,  the  31"'.  This  was  a  foggy  morning  and  dark 
day  in  the  forenoon  but  afterwards  pleasant  and  warm. 

Saturday,  June  1,  1745.  Cloudy,  foggy  and  some  rain. 
As  soon  as  it  was  light  hundreds  of  small  arms  were  fired 
by  our  people  at  the  West  gate,  and  from  the  French  at. 
our  people,  but  nobody  was  wounded.  Capt.  Melvin  with 
a  company  went  out  to  scout. 

Sabbath  day,  June  2,  1745.  A  foggy,  dark  morning. 
Last  night  received  a  letter  from  my  wife  and  with  great 
satisfaction.  I  then  and  this  morning  read  it  and  am 
much  rejoiced  to  hear  of  the  welfare  of  my  family,  and  ex-^ 
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pei'ienced  that  good  news  from  a  far  country  is  like  cold 
water  to  a  thirsty  soul.  At  night  went  up  to  the  West 
gate.  At  the  fascion  battery.  Lodged  at  Capt.  Omsted's. 
About  sunset  a  man  was  shot  in  the  head  by  a  piece  of 
bomb  shell.  I  hope  not  mortally.  A  piece  of  the  same 
bomb  shell  struck  within  a  few  feet  of  me,  and  soon  after 
a  bomb  fell  within  about  a  rod  of  me,  and  a  great  number 
of  people  also  were  within  a  few  rods  of  it,  but  no  man 
was  hurt. 

Monday,  the  3''.  A  cloudy  morning,  but  soon  cleared  off. 
In  the  morning  Lt.  Grant  picked  a  mess  of  herb,  boiled 
them  at  Capt.  Omsteds  eat  them  with  a  good  appetite,  they 
being  the  first  greens  that  I  have  tasted  of  this  spring.  A 
sloop  was  taken  bound  to  Louisburg,  from  Canada,  loaded 
with  provisions.  The  people  in  it  ran  it  ashore,  jumped  off 
the  bowsprit,  left  the  sloop  and  ran  into  the  woods. 

Tuesday,  June  4"'.  A  fair  pleasant  day.  There  were 
brought  in  18  or  20  captives,  men,  women  and  children. 
In  the  afternoon  went  to  the  West  gate  to  command  the 
guard  there.  Staid  in  the  trench  all  night.  The  French 
shot  4  or  5  cannon  and  once  charged  the  pieces  with 
langrange,  some  within  a  very  little  matter  of  my  head  and 
other  people,  but  none  hurt.  Shot  3  bombs  around  and 
among  us,  but  nobody  was  hurt.  About  twelve  of  the 
night  a  Frenchman  came  out  of  the  city,  choosing  to  be 
with  the  English,  who  informed  us  of  the  state  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  city.  The  number  of  the  people  in  all 
about  3000  that  were  killed  by  us  and  forty  wounded,  pro- 
visions scarce,  meat  none,  dried  fish  enough,  116  of  our 
people  taken,  some  of  them  wounded. 

Wednesday,  the  5"'.  A  fair  day.  Staid  this  day  at  the 
West  gate,  having  the  care  of  the  guard.  At  night  re- 
turned to  my  camp.  A  ship  was  taken  this  day.  It  is  said 
to  be  a  34  gunship. 

Thursday,  the  6"'.  A  fair  day.  I  had  this  day  the 
charge  of  removing  the  Hospital  with  our  Regiment.  The 
sick  we  first  took  out  and  then  took  down  the  house  and 
carried  it  to  our  new  camp,  which  was  about  half  a  mile, 
and  set  it  up  again,  put  the  sick  in  at  night.  This  day  one 
of  the  men  that  was  moved,  that  belonged  to  Capt.  Baker, 
died,  and  in  the  night,  Clary,  that  was  burnt  with  powder 
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some  time  past,  also  died.  A  Frencli  boy  came  out  of  the 
city,  who  had  deserted  and  we  cannot  get  anything  out  of 
him.  He  will  not  talk  and  seems  to  be  an  idiot  and  half 
fool. 

Friday,  the  7"'.  A  fair  day.  This  day  we  removed  our 
tents.  This  is  the  third  time  we  have  moved,  we  not  being 
in  proper  form  for  a  campaign,  and  now  we  have  placed 
ourselves  more  compact  together.  Today  I  got  myself  a 
tent  to  dwell  in,  and  this  was  the  first  night  that  I  have 
lodged  in  one  since  we  encamped.  Our  lodging  before  was 
turf  and  bough  houses,  officers  and  soldiers  together.  Now 
I  lodge  in  one  by  myself. 

Saturday,  the  8th.  A  stormy  day.  This  day  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  vigilance  sent  a  letter  to  the  Governor  in  the 
city  by  a  flag  of  truce,  to  inform  him  that  he  was  used 
very  well  and  advised  him  (that  is  the  Governor)  to  give 
up  the  city.  The  letter  being  read  and  they  came  to  under- 
stand the  vigilance  was  taken,  it  put  them  into  a  great  con- 
sternation, for  they  much  depended  upon  it.  When  the 
soldiers  came  to  hear  of  it  they  determined  not  to  fight, 
except  they  were  forced,  and  one  of  them  was  coming  to 
bring  some  letters  from  the  prisoners,  was  found  out  and 
they  directly  hanged  him.  This  we  understood  by  two 
men  that  came  out  the  night  following.  This  day  a  man 
riding  along  about  half  a  mile  from  the  city,  his  horse  was 
shot  dead  by  a  cannon  ball,  the  man  not  hurt.  Nathaniel 
Chamberlain,  some  time  last  week  received  a  blow  on  his 
cheek  with  a  crow  bar  and  since  at  turns,  has  bled  very 
much,  but  today  more,  and  he  was  brought  very  low.  The 
next  day  was  the  Sabbath,  9"',  and  he  bled  more.  I  got  all 
the  skilfull  Doctors  that  were  in  the  army,  but  at  turns 
bled,  and  to  such  a  degree  that  he  has  become  very  weak, 
and  about  3  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  had  such  a  faint- 
ing fit,  that  we  thought  he  was  dying,  but  he  came  too  and 
revived  somewhat  and  the  bleeding  stopped,  so  that  there 
seemed  to  be  more  hopes  of  him,  but  in  the  night  he  bled 
more.  A  fair  pleasant  day,  heard  preaching  both  fore  and 
afternoon  by  Mr.  Balek.  Between  meetings  worked  at  the 
trench,  and  so  after  meeting  at  night  in  the  trench,  in  order 
to  have  our  camp  all  fortified,  that  we  might  be  safe  from 
the  enemy  that  we  hear  are  up  in  the  woods.     The  two 
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men  wlio  came  out  of  the  city  gave  an  accoiuit  tliat  many 
wonld  get  out  if  they  had  an  opportunity,  and  they 
themselves  were  well  pleased  with  the  exchange.  There 
"was  seen  off  at  some  distance  a  chace  of  our  men  of  war, 
who  were  after  as  it  is  thought  a  French  man  of  war,  and 
followed  by  about  G  of  ours  and  followed  till  they  got  out 
of  sight.     So  nothing  further  about  it  this  day. 

Monday,  June  10"'.  A  fair  day.  The  ship  that  was  fol- 
loAved  yesterday,  this  day  we  are  informed  that  it  is  a  fifty 
gun  ship  that  has  this  day  joined  Commodore  Warren  and 
gives  an  account  of  two  more  that  parted  with  him  a  short 
time  ago  in  a  fog  ;  which  were  designed  for  this  place,  and 
we  daily  expect  here.  A  man  was  this  day  killed  from  the 
Island  Battre,  at  the  Light  house  Battre,  shot  through  with 
a  cannon  ball.  At  day  they  began  to  fire  from  the  Light 
house  Battre  at  the  Island  Battre  with  a  gun  from  the  city 
and  from  the  Island.  The  French  fired  greatly,  only  two 
men  wounded  and  those  but  slightly.  This  was  a  fair 
pleasant  day  ;  the  regiment  were  mustered  in  order  to  have 
our  arms  reviewed. 

Tuesday,  the  11"'.  This  being  our  King's  ascension  day, 
it  was  observed  by  the  army  here,  at  our  camp  at  Cape 
Breton.  Orders  were  given  at  all  our  batteries  to  fire 
smartly  at  the  city.  The  General  with  some  of  the  coun- 
cil, waited  upon  Commodore  Warren,  on  board  his  ship  ; 
the  remainder  of  the  council  and  some  other  of  the  officers 
dined  at  the  Generals,  and  a  very  fine  entertainment,  with 
everything  that  was  convenient  and  refreshing.  At  12  of 
the  clock,  the  regiment  being  in  arms,  gave  three  cheers, 
with  the  drums  after.  At  our  entertainment  at  the  Gen- 
eral's we  had  music  :  —  a  violin,  flute,  and  vocal  music,  and 
staid  all  the  afternoon.  At  night  the  General  with  his 
attendants  came  on  shore,  and  was  welcomed  by  the  gentle- 
men who  were  there. 

Wednesday,  the  12"'.  This  is  a  fair  day.  Orders  were 
given  in  our  regiment  for  cutting  250  faggots  to  fill  up  the 
trench  with  ;  in  the  afternoon  also  orders  for  a  great  quan- 
tity of  stores  for  the  ships.  The  French,  last  night  and 
this  day,  fired  a  vast  many  bombs  and  cannon  and  small 
arms  also,  but  no  man  killed,  and  wounded  three,  but  I 
hope  not  mortal.     This  day  joined  with  the  Commodore, 
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two  ships  that  were  before  expected,  a  60  gun  ship  and 
one  40. 

Thursday,  the  13"\  A  fair  pleasant  day.  Twenty-five 
men  from  our  regiment  are  to  go  on  board  the  men-of-war, 
under  •  the  command  of  Col.  Moore,  chief  commander  of 
the  detachment  and  Lt.  David  King  over  the  twenty-five 
men,  that  were  raised  in  our  regiment,  one  was  out  of  my 
company,  Darbe  Crowley.  The  nights  here  are  very  cold, 
a  frost  some  nights  and  ice  of  considerable  thickness. 

Friday,  June  14'^',  1745.  A  fair  day,  in  the  afternoon 
some  foggy.  The  twenty-five  men  commanded  by  Lt. 
David  King  went  on  board  this  day  in  order  for  an  attack 
upon  the  town  with  Commodore  Warren  as  soon  as  the 
wind  and  weather  suits.  Orders  are  to  attack  the  city  on 
the  land  at  the  same  time.  It  is  said  the  French  fired 
about  fifty  bombs  this  night  at  our  people  in  the  trench, 
but  nobody  was  hurt. 

Saturday,  the  15*'\  A  fair  pleasant  day.  Commodore 
Warren  came  on  shore.  Our  regiment  with  other  regi- 
ments in  the  camp  mustered  in  a  regimental  order.  Com. 
Warren  made  a  fine  speech  to  the  army  and  marched 
through  together  with  the  General  and  some  other  gentle- 
men, and  agreed  with  the  General  and  publicly  with  the 
whole  army,  that  as  soon  as  the  wind  and  weather  should 
favor,  he  with  all  his  ships,  should  go  into  the  harbour, 
engage  the  Island  Battre  and  the  city.  We  upon  the  land, 
with  all  our  forces  at  the  same  time  should  engage  them 
with  all  our  artillery  and  escalading  ladders.  After  this, 
just  before  sunset,  the  French  sent  out  a  flag  of  truce.  The 
terms  that  were  agreed  upon  by  the  council  was  that  they 
should  deliver  themselves  up  prisoners  of  war,  and  the 
time  allowed  them  for  consideration  was  till  next  day  at 
nine  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  so  were  dismissed  for  that 
time. 

Sabbath  day,  16"'.  Misty  morning  and  all  waiting  for 
an  answer  from  the  city.  The  time  before  appointed  for 
the  French  to  give  an  answer  was  9  of  the  clock.  They 
came  and  it  was  agreed  they  deliver  themselves  up  prison- 
ers of  war,  with  the  liberty  that  they  should  have  their 
own  money  with  their  moveable  estate  and  deliver  a  hos- 
tage as  a  pledge  of  truthfulness,  and  next  morning  for  the 
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army  to  enter  the  city.  This  night,  I  with  Maj.  Cat,  Capt. 
King  and  Lt.  Miller  went  the  grand  rounds  and  this  was 
the  warmest  night  that  has  been  since  that  we  came  upon 
this  Island.     Returned  to  my  tent  just  at  break  of  day. 

Monday,  June  17*''.  Mustered  our  regiment  this  day,  the 
General,  Major  General,  and  some  other  gentlemen,  with 
the  General's  regiment  to  guard  them,  the  remainder  of 
our  regiments  staid  within  our  own  wall  at  the  camp.  The 
night  following,  a  very  rainy  night. 

Tuesday,  the  18"'.  A  dark,  misty  and  some  rain  this  day. 
A  man  belonging  to  Capt.  Golden  died  this  day.  A  ship 
taken  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  loaded  with  wine  and 
brandy.  I  staid  this  day  in  our  camp  and  the  night  follow- 
ing rained  hard,  but  I  lay  dry  in  my  tent  and  slept  well. 

Wednesday,  the  19*''.  A  foggy,  misty,  rainy  day.  Part 
of  the  army  staid  at  the  camp,  and  part  of  the  army  in  the 
city,  and  part  at  the  camp  to  guard  the  stores. 

Thursday,  the  20"'.  Rain  and  dark  this  day  and  very 
uncomfortable  at  our  camp  by  reason  of  the  wet,  but  no 
getting  the  stores  away  by  reason  of  the  surf,  that  there 
was  in  the  sea. 

Friday,  the  21"'.  It  still  continued  foul  weather.  This 
is  the  fourth  day  since  it  began,  and  it  is  very  remarkable 
that  47  days  we  have  been  on  this  Island  and  in  all  that 
time  not  so  much  foul  weather  by  one  half  as  there  has 
been  now  in  one  week,  which  I  look  upon  as  smile  of  Prov- 
idence upon  the  army,  for  if  there  had  been  foul  weather, 
as  commonly  there  used  to  be  here  at  this  time  in  the  year, 
it  would  have  rendered  it  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not  wholly 
frustrated  the  design,  scattered  our  fleet  and  sickened  our 
army.  As  we  have  had  a  remarkable  smile  of  Providence 
upon  us  ever  since  we  set  out  upon  this  expedition,  so  at 
last  it  was  very  remarkable  that  the  enemy  should  give  it 
up  in  that  very  time  which  they  did.  If  they  had  not  we 
must  have  made  a  bold  attempt  by  escalading  the  walls  that 
it  seems  would  have  been  fatal ;  either  the  loss  of  a  great 
many  men  or  it  may  be  we  should  never  have  taken  the 
city.  But  so  it  was  ordered  by  Divine  Providence,  and  it 
is  evident  that  God. has  both  begun  and  finished  this  great 
work,  even  the  reduction  of  Louisburg,  and  given  into  the 
hands  of  the  English  and  Glory  be  to  the  great  name  of 
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Jeliovali  for  it.  This  day  I  went  from  our  camp  to  the 
city  and  lodged  there  this  night  in  a  French  house  with  Lt. 
Lyman  and  was  kindly  entertained  by  them. 

Saturday,  the  22"''.  Staid  in  the  city  this  day  till  near 
night  and  then  came  back  to  our  camp.  Still  foggy 
weather  and  this  day  no  rain.  Our  sick  men  were  carried 
into  the  city,  viz. :  Peter  Montague,  Josiah  Nash  and  Selah 
Wright,  upon  men's  shoulders. 

Sabbath  day,  23''''.  This  is  a  foggy  day  still  staid  in  our 
camp  ;  heard  Mr.  Moody  preach  in  the  forenoon  and  Mr. 
Landon  in  the  afternoon  and  at  night  made  a  prayer  to 
our  regiment. 

Monday,  24^''.  Staid  at  our  camp  and  had  the  command 
of  several  regiments  there,  who  staid  to  guard  stores  and 
no  man  to  pass  without  a  written  order.  Many  scores  I 
wrote.  This  was  a  misty,  foggy  day.  Capt.  Rowe  after 
he  had  beat  about  many  days  in  the  fog,  could  not  find  his 
way  in.     This  day  got  in  who  had  been  to  for 

mortars. 

Tuesday,  the  25"\  A  cloudy,  dark  foggy  day,  some  rain. 
Staid  this  day  at  my  tent,  no  business  to  do  and  but  poor 
entertainment,  my  things  being  up  in  the  city ;  not  much 
conafortable  to  eat  or  drink,  and  not  very  well  iri  health. 

Wednesday,  26"'.  A  fair  pleasant  day.  Went  this  day 
from  the  camp  up  to  the  city,  not  very  well  in  health,  by 
reason  of  my  lying  8  or  9  nights  together  in  my  tent,  when 
many  of  the  nights  it  rained  hard,  and  if  otherwise  very 
misty  and  foggy  ;  so  that  it  kept  the  inside  of  my  tent  con- 
tinually wet,  and  in  my  bed.  Lodged  this  night  with  Mr. 
Hawley  and  Dr.  Pincum. 

Thursday,  the  27"\  This  day  it  rained.  I  was  taken 
very  ill  with  a  flux  and  about  2  of  the  clock  in  the  after- 
noon cold,  agueish,  soon  after  with  a  terrible  headache  and 
fever.  I  laid  myself  down  upon  Mr.  Hawley 's  bed  all  that 
afternoon  and  night  and  was  very  sick  all  night  and  slept 
but  little. 

Friday,  the  28"'.  This  morning  I  was  very  sick  with 
fever  and  flux.  Dr.  Pynchon  bled  me  and  the  fever  abated, 
I  had  my  own  bed  brought  into  the  chamber  and  got  into 
it  and  lodged  with  more  comfort,  being  alone. 

Saturday,  29"'.    Still  continued  sick,  but  growing  better  ; 
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took  physic  of  Rhubarb,  All  our  people  moved  up  from, 
the  camp  to  some  of  the  houses  without  the  walls  of  the 
city. 

Sabbath  day,  30"'.  This  day  a  fair  pleasant  day,  but  I 
confined  myself  to  my  chamber  so  heard  no  preaching 
being  sick  on  the  bed. 

Monday.  July  1.  Many  of  the  French  people  have  gone 
on  board  today.  I  am  still  confined  to  my  chamber  ;  sick, 
fever  and  flux  still  continued  hard  upon  me.  This  a  fair 
day.     Our  people  are  moving  into  the  city. 

Tuesday,  July  2°''.  A  fair  and  pleasant  day.  The 
French  moving  out  and  going  on  board.  Our  people  going 
in  and  taking  possession  of  their  houses.  This  day  Major 
General  Walcott  and  a  number  of  Connecticut  forces  of 
about  70  or  80  embarked  for  home.  Lt.  Taylor  of  Nor- 
wich also  went.  I  still  continued  in  my  chamber,  but  grow- 
ing somewhat  better.     Eat  a  small  matter  of  mutton. 

Wednesday,  the  3'''.  This  was  a  showery  day  with  some 
thunder.  Capt.  Ed  man's  came  in  this  day  with  a  company 
from  New  England,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  and  bring 
the  good  news  of  a  thousand  or  more  men  coming  for  our 
relief ;  and  one  of  captains  is  from  Northampton  and  some 
of  the  company  from  the  county  of  Hampshire.  This  day 
the  Launceston,  man-of-war,  set  sail  with  about  700  of  the 
French  inhabitants  of  Louisburg,  for  France.  I  still  con- 
tinued in  my  chamber,  but  growing  better.  Eat  some 
fresh  mutton  for  dinner  with  a  good  appetite. 

Thursday,  4'*^.  Sailed  this  day  for  France,  six  sail  of 
vessels  with  the  French  inhabitants  of  Louisburg.  It  was 
a  fair  pleasant  day.  I  still  continued  in  my  chamber.  Eat 
some  fresh  beef  for  dinner,  but  a  small  piece,  but  eat  it 
with  a  good  appetite. 

Friday,  the  5"\  This  morning  came  in  Col.  Choat  into 
Louisburg  with  two  companies.  He  informs  that  4  vessels 
with  transports  set  sail  with  him  that  are  hourly  expected. 
Capt.  Sanders  set  sail  for  Boston  this  morning.  Morning 
cloudy  but  no  rain. 

Saturday,  the  6"'.  This  a  fair  pleasant  day.  I  was  so 
recovered  of  my  sickness  that  in  the  afternoon  I  walked 
out  of  my  chamber  and  about  the  city.  Came  in  this  day 
Capt.  Snelling,  with  men  from  New  England,  Col.  William 
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Williams,  Mr.  Williams  of  Longmeadow  and  nineteen  per- 
sons from  Northampton,  wliose  names  I  do  not  now  know. 
Received  5  letters  from  my  friends  in  New  England  wliicli 
gave  me  mucli  satisfaction,  for  they  all  speak  of  good  news. 

Sabbath  day,  the  7"\  This  a  fair  pleasant  day.  I  went 
on  board  Capt.  Snellings  vessel  to  see  Mr.  Williams  and 
Col.  Williams  and  our  Northampton  people,  for  I  heard 
Mr.  Williams  was  to  preach  there,  but  he  was  gone  it  was 
said  to  the  Grand  Battre.  I  went  there,  they  were  not 
there  and  then  to  the  Island  Battery,  and  they  were  not 
there.  I  then  returned  to  the  city  and  heard  Mr.  Moody 
preach  there  in  the  forenoon  and  Mr.  Rector  Williams  in 
the  afternoon  and  some  of  our  Northampton  new  comers 
were  there. 

Monday,  the  8"\  This  is  a  fair  day  and  warm  for  Cape 
Breton.  The  French  people  are  getting  on  board  for  New 
England. 

Tuesday,  9**"  July.  A  fair  pleasant  day.  Today  seven 
vessels  with  French  for  New  England  sailed.  News  came 
on  this  day  of  Capt.  Donnahews  being  killed  with  eleven 
men  by  the  Indians  up  in  the  gut  of  Canso,  going  ashore 
in  a  boat,  last  Saturday  was  seven  nights  which  was  the 
29"'  June. 

Wednesday,  the  10"'.  A  fair  pleasant  day.  A  number 
of  my  soldiers  are  going  on  board  Capt.  Tomson's  vessel  in 
order  to  go  to  New  England.  Today  a  man  had  his  arm 
shot  all  to  pieces  by  a  soldier  firing  his  gun.  The  man  that 
was  shot  belonged  to  the  ships. 

Thursday,  11"'.  This  is  a  warm  pleasant  day,  but  not 
hot  like  New  England.  Lt.  Lyman  with  24  of  my  soldiers 
sailed  about  10  of  the  clock  for  New  England  in  Capt. 
Thompson's  Rhode  Island  ship  of  about  20  guns,  but  an 
uncomfortable  place  to  carry  soldiers.  An  account  of  the 
cannon  we  have  fired  at  the  French  and  bombs  :  viz  :  can- 
non nine  thousand  and  some  odd  bombs.  Six  hundred  and 
fifty  were  killed  by  them  and  the  small  arms.  In  the  city 
according  to  the  best  accounts  we  have  by  the  people  in 
the  city  is  upwards  of  400.  The  number  of  the  cannon  in 
the  city  ninety  odd  ;  at  the  Grand  Battre  30-42  pounders  ; 
2-18  pounders;  at  the  Island  Battery  34;  31  of  the  28 
pounders  and  mortars  at  the  Island  and  3-18  pounders,  2 
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brass  ;  in  the  city  5  l)rass  and  one  Iron  in  the  city  a  great 
number  of  swivels  and  other  cruel  instruments  of  death. 
The  walls  of  the  city  are  upon  the  land  side,  one  about  25 
feet  high  and  about  4  rods  thick,  within  the  walls  are  near 
100  acres  of  land  ;  the  walls  are  near  two  miles  around 
the  city. 

Friday,  July  12*''.  This  is  a  fair  pleasant  day,  warm  but 
not  hot.  Finished  all  my  business  in  Louisburg,  dined 
with  the  General  and  some  other  gentlemen.  The  dinner 
was  very  good,  cider  and  wine  plenty ;  first  a  good  plum 
pudding,  boiled  pork,  beef,  herbs,  two  large  fat  roast 
pigs  and  salmon  and  boiled  butter  plenty.  After  dinner 
took  leave  of  all  the  gentlemen  and  went  on  board  Mr. 
Bastard's  Amplus  Engineers  sloop,  Capt.  Donnel,  Master. 
It  being  calm  we  lay  in  the  harbour  that  night. 

Saturday,  the  13"'.  A  strong  S.  W.  wind  which  was 
directly  against  us,  so  we  were  not  able  to  sail  that  night, 
so  we  lay  in  the  harbour  all  day  waiting  for  a  wind  that 
suited  to  sail.     It  was  a  fair  day. 

Sabbath  day,  the  14*".  Last  night  it  rained  wind  S.  W.  ; 
this  morning  misty  and  some  rain  ;  preparing  to  sail,  wind 
IST.  E.,  first  a  small  breeze.  We  sailed  by  the  Island  Bat- 
tery about  7  of  the  clock  with  a  fresh  breeze  of  wind. 
About  9  it  all  died  away.  We  lay  rolling  in  a  calm  all  that 
day  and  night  till  about  11  and  12  o'clock  in  the  night  and 
then  a  small  breeze  till  3  or  4  in  the  morning  and  then  died 
away  to  a  dead  calm.  I  was  sea  sick  all  the  first  day,  noth- 
ing to  eat  or  drink,  with  any  appetite  or  that  I  could  keep 
down. 

Monday,  the  15*'',  A  dead  calm  this  morning,  with  some 
showers  as  yesterday.  Not  so  sick  this  morning.  Eat  a 
small  matter  and  it  kept  down.  About  9  of  the  clock  this 
morning  we  hailed  a  brig  that  came  from  Massachusetts 
and  we  were  informed  by  her  that  they  had  the  good  news 
at  Boston  of  the  city  of  Louisburg's  being  taken.  We  are 
informed  it  was  received  with  the  greatest  joy.  It  was 
early  in  the  morning,  the  3''''  of  July,  which  was  commence- 
ment day,  and  the  Governor  ordered  all  the  bells  to  be 
rung  and  guns  to  be  fired.  This  day  had  a  quarter  of  a 
good  fat  lamb  roasted.  I  eat  of  it  with  some  appetite.  It 
being  calm  I  was  not  so  sick.     Mild  and  calm  all  day  and 
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but  very  little  liead  way  all  that  clay.  It  was  a  fair  still 
afternoon. 

Tuesday  the  16*^''.  Some  time  before  day  there  came  up 
a  breeze  of  wind  at  South,  and  in  the  morning  very  fresh, 
but  it  was  against  us  and  it  was  foggy.  The  fog  cleared 
off,  the  wind  came  up  very  strong  at  S.  W.  It  being  con- 
trary we  turned  into  Canso  Harbor  about  4  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  ;  lay  there  that  night.  There  was  a  shower  of 
rain  that  afternoon.  In  the  night  it  cleared  off.  Straw- 
berries were  now  ri]3e  and  very  plenty  at  Canso. 

Wednesday,  I?"'.  This  a  fair  morning,  wind  N.  N.  W. 
a  fresh  breeze.  About  half  an  hour  before  the  sun  was  up, 
we  set  sail  out  of  Canso  Harbor.  Sailed  all  day  with  a 
small  breeze,  although  some  part  of  the  day  was  contrary 
winds,  we  were  obliged  to  tack.  We  met  several  vessels 
coming  from  Boston,  but  spoke  with  none  of  them.  I  was 
not  sea  sick  all  day. 

Thursday,  the  IS"".  This  is  a  fair  pleasant  morning,  but 
a  small  breeze  of  wind,  at  W.  N,  W,  but  in  the  afternoon 
came  up  a  violent  west  wind  ahead  all  the  afternoon,  and 
in  the  night  thunder  and  rain  and  a  violent  wind  right 
against  us,  so  that  all  we  got  was  by  tacks,  and  we  beat  a 
great  way  off  into  the  sea  out  of  our  way.     Sick  all  day, 

Friday,  19"'.  All  this  forenoon  a  strong  wind  ahead  and 
rain  and  all  the  way  we  made  was  by  tacking,  and  that 
is  but  very  slow.  Afternoon  it  cleared  off  and  the  sun  ap- 
peared, but  still  the  wind  against  us,  all  day  in  a  rolling 
sea,  but  little  comfort  up  or  down. 

Saturday,  the  20"'.  All  last  night  a  strong  W,  S,  W. 
which  was  right  ahead  and  heavy  showers  of  rain,  some 
thunder.  The  wind  held  strong  ahead  all  day  against  us 
and  a  rolling  sea,  rain  and  fog,  I  was  not  able  to  sit  up 
this  day,  nor  any  appetite  to  eat  and  drink, 

Sunday,  the  2V^.  Last  night  a  steady  night's  rain,  but 
little  wind,  but  what  there  was,  was  against  us.  This 
morning  verj^  still  and  a  steady  rain.  Sometime  in  the 
forenoon  it  cleared  up,  wind  but  a  little,  but  what  there 
was  was  W.  and  by  N,  so  we  made  but  little  way  that  day. 

Monday,  22"'^  A  still,  fair,  pleasant  morning  ;  no  wind 
all  last  night ;  this  morning  we  lay  to  a  fishing  and  we 
caught  them  plentifully,  although  the  water  was  about  510 
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feet  deep.  I  put  the  line  down  once  myself  and  drew  up 
two  codfish  at  one  time,  the  first  that  I  ever  put  a  hook  for 
one.  It  was  on  the  banks  of  Cape  Sable,  shore  8  or  10 
leagues.  We  lay  all  the  forenoon  in  a  dead  calm,  rolling 
in  the  sea.  The  afternoon  was  even  the  same  although  we 
hoped  to  the  contrary  by  what  appeared  in  the  clouds,  but  it 
held  all  day  in  a  perfect  calm.  This  in  the  ninth  day  we 
have  been  out,  and  have  had  all  weathers,  but  fair  winds 
and  none  of  those. 

Tuesday,  July  2'd"\  Last  night  we  had  a  small  breeze  of 
wind  in  our  favor.  This  morning  the  wind  small,  but 
what  was,  was  in  our  favor.  Some  clouds,  signs  of 
showers ;  a  small  gale  of  wind  and  showery  at  night,  a 
calm  and  held  all  night. 

Wednesday,  the  24"\  This  a  fair  warm  and  a  pleasant 
morning  ;  no  wind,  but  about  ten  of  the  clock  the  wind 
breezed  up  a  little.  In  the  afternoon  a  fresh  gale  of  wind 
came  up  and  held  the  most  of  the  night  in  our  favor,  but 
we  got  along  considerably. 

Thursday,  the  25"'.  This,  all  day  foggy  with  but  a  little 
wind,  and  what  was,  was  in  the  South  which  was  partly 
against  us.  A  whale  appeared  within  about  20  or  30  rods 
of  the  vessel.  We  make  but  slow  headway,  many  days 
have  been  calm  and  when  there  was  a  wind  it  was  against 
us. 

Friday,  the  26"'.  Last  night  we  passed  by  Cape  Sables. 
This  morning  a  breeze  of  wind  from  the  south,  which  is 
now  that  we  have  got  by  the  cape,  a  pretty  fair  wind  for 
our  course.  Some  showers  of  rain  this  morning  and  the 
afternoon  foggy. 

Saturdaj^,  27"".  Last  night  a  fair  night,  wind  about  W., 
which  was  for  our  course.  This  morning  a  fair  pleasant 
morning,  wind  fresh  in  the  W.  and  held  till  about  11  of 
the  clock,  and  the  calm  for  2  or  three  hours,  turned  then  in 
the  South  and  came  up  a  small  breeze.  It  was  a  fair  clear 
day  all  day. 

Sabbath  day,  the  28"'.  Last  night  the  wdnd  fresh  and 
fair  and  this  day  a  clear  day  and  good  wind  at  South.  A 
little  before  sunset  we  saw  the  land  at  Cape  Ann,  which 
was  very  rejoicing  for  it  was  the  15"'  day  we  had  been  out 
and  our  water  was  so  bad,  that  I  had  drank  none  of  for  2 
days. 
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Monday,  July  29*'\  1745.  Last  night  rain  and  thunder 
and  liglitning.  We  kept  off  till  morning,  and  then  we  got 
in  above  the  Light  house,  and  it  was  so  foggy  that  Ave 
could  not  find  the  way  up  to  town  and  came  to  an  anchor 
at  Nantasket.  There  were  there  at  anchor  12  ships,  2  men 
of  war  and  some  of  the  others  were  mast  ships.  Towards 
night  it  cleared  off  :  we  set  sail  and  came  to  Boston  a  little 
before  sunset,  well  and  in  good  health. 

Tuesday,  the  30"'.  This  a  fair  day.  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  all  my  soldiers  that  came  away  before  me,  well 
and  those  of  them  that  belonged  to  Hatfield,  set  out  for 
home  ;  Roger  Miller  and  Lt.  Grant  both  sick. 

Wednesday,  July  the  3V\  This  day  all  those  that  de- 
signed to  go  home  on  foot  set  out.  I  had  the  night  before 
sent  for  my  horse  by  Capt.  Partridge.  This  day  a  making 
up  my  muster  roll  and  buying  some  things  for  myself. 

Thursday,  Aug.  l'*'',  1745.  Very  hot  weather  and  it 
seized  hard  upon  us  that  had  just  come  out  of  a  cold 
country.     Sergeant  Parsons  yesterday  was  taken  sick. 

Friday,  the  2""*.  Fair  hot  weather.  Sergt.  Parsons  still 
continued  sick.  Roger  Miller  very  sick  and  low.  Lt. 
Grant  very  dangerously  sick.  Benj.  Stebbings  of  Spring- 
field had  been  in  the  expedition,  sick  here.  One  man  who 
came  in  here  well  and  eat  a  hearty  meal  of  victuals  died 
before  next  morning. 

Saturday,  Aug.  3.  A  very  hot  day.  Grant,  Miller, 
Stebbins  and  Parsons,  very  sick.  At  or  some  time  in  the 
night,  Lt.  Grant  died.  Tonight  I  rode  over  to  Roxbury  to 
Capt.  Williams  and  lodged  there  that  night.  Brother 
Wright,  Daniel  Strong  and  Joseph  Parsons  came  with  our 
horses. 

Sabbath  day,  the  4"'.  I  rode  into  Boston  this  day  in  the 
afternoon  after  meeting,  it  rained  hard,  violently  till  most 
sunset. 

Monday,  5"'.  A  fair  pleasant  day  after  a  great  rain. 
This  day  Lt.  Grant  was  buried  and  I  was  one  of  the 
bearers. 

Tuesday,  6"'.  Finished  my  business  in  Boston  this  day 
and  just  before  sunset  set  out  for  Northampton. 

Wednesday,  7"'.  Lodged  at  Mr.  Williams  and  kindly 
entertained.     Early  in  the  morning  set  out  and  arrived  at 


1745.]  SETH   POMEROY's   JOURNAL.  143 

night  at  Capt.  Connors,  at  Brookfield,  lodged  there  upon 
free  cost. 

Thursday,  8,  1745.  Went  this  morning  over  to  Brigadier 
Dwight's,  eat  breakfast  with  Madame  Dwight,  kindly 
treated,  came  to  Cold  Spring.  Mr.  Dwight's,  dined  and 
well  treated  all  upon  free  cost.  Arrived  home  at  North- 
ampton about  5  of  the  clock.     Amen. 

March  24"',  1745.  The  fleet  at  this  24"^  of  March  sailed 
from  the  King's  Road  upon  the  expedition  against  Louis- 
burg. 

June  25"'.  I  would  now  make  some  remarks  upon  the 
remarkable  Providence  in  favor  of  the  great  design  that 
we  were  upon  and  I  would  consider  in  a  few  words  the 
scheme  that  was  laid  in  Boston  that  was  to  hasten  away  as 
fast  as  possible  (with  but  4  or  5  vessels  of  force  and  they 
but  small.  We  had  some  hopes  of  Com.  Warren,  but  that 
was  very  uncertain)  to  Canso,  and  to  wait  no  longer  than 
to  have  all  the  transports  come  together  and  to  take  the 
first  fair  wind  and  to  sail  to  Chabaraugh  Bay.  Landing 
in  the  enemy  with  our  whole  army  and  to  take  our  ladders, 
axes,  crows,  graplins,  and  all  other  things  needful  in  order 
to  get  over  the  walls  in  one  night,  this  since  we  know  to  be 
impracticable. 

1*'  remark.  Although  there  was  about  80  sail  of  vessels, 
yet  they  all  arrived  safe  at  Canso,  about  3  weeks. 

2'"'.  Our  lying  there  so  long  we  thought  to  be  against 
us,  but  since  see  to  the  contrary,  for  in  this  time  our  cruis- 
ers took  7  or  8  vessels  from  the  French.  Commodore  War- 
ren came  with  3  ships  besides  his  own  for  our  help  and  the 
Connecticut  fleet  came  all  in  well  ;  in  this  time  the  weather 
was  very  bad,  cold  and  wet ;  several  times  set  to  sail  in 
this  time  but  we  were  Providentiall}^  prevented.  29'^^ 
April,  the  weather  and  wind  this  day  being  right,  we  sailed 
early  in  the  morning  expecting  to  land  that  night  and  to 
march  with  all  our  utensils  for  war  to  attack  the  city  the 
same  night. 

3'''.  Although  we  had  a  good  wind  in  the  morning,  jet 
it  died  away  and  so  we  were  prevented  getting  to  our  des- 
tined place  that  day.  The  next  morning,  a  pleasant  fair 
morning  and  our  Fleet  were  discovered  by  the  French  and 
a  large  company  of  them  came  out  to  prevent  our  landing. 
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4^''.  Tliis  at  first  looked  dark  for  us  but  was  ordered  in 
mercy  for  several  of  tliem  were  killed  and  taken  and  those 
that  got  in  gave  a  great  fright  to  those  that  were  in  the 
city,  and  at  the  Grand  Battery  and  we  appearing  next  day 
with  a  great  company  in  sight  frightened  them  out  of  the 
Grand  Battery  and  we  took  possession. 

5*'\  The  taking  a  large  ship  loaded  from  the  French 
that  was  bound  to  Louisburg  and  several  more  smaller 
vessels. 

6^'\  Thursday,  April  9"\  It  was  agreed  in  council  to 
make  a  bold  attempt  with  our  whole  army  with  our  ladders 
to  escalade  the  walls  but  it  was  mercifully  prevented. 

7*'\  Another  very  remarkable  thing,  the  many  thousands 
of  bombs  and  cannon  and  an  innumerable  number  of  small 
arms  fired  at  us,  yet  but  about  17  persons  killed  hj  them 
at  any  or  all  of  our  batteries. 

8^'\  another.  The  weather  47  days  that  we  had  been  en- 
gaged in  the  Island  with  our  enemies  not  one  bad  storm 
and  but  very  little  rain  or  fog,  which  is  common  at  that 
time  of  the  year,  and  especially  at  this  place  (viz.  :  Cape 
Breton).  The  French  themselves  take  notice  of  it  and  say 
there  had  not  been  for  so  long  a  time,  and  at  that  time  in 
the  year  so  much  good  weather  since  the  place  was  settled, 
as  there  hath  been  this  spring,  or  since  we  came  here  and 
say  that  God  fights  for  the  English. 

9*''.  Another  thing  is  having  added  to  Commodore  War- 
ren's fleet  5  or  6  shij^s  of  war  for  his  assistance  in  season. 

]0"\  Another  thing,  the  commodore  being  on  shore  Sat- 
urday, he  with  the  advice  of  his  council  agreed  that  the 
first  fair  wind  that  came  he  would  go  into  the  harbor  with 
all  his  ships  and  the  land  forces  should  make  a  bold  push 
by  land  at  the  same  time.  Just  after  this  before  the  com- 
modore had  gone  on  board,  the  French  sent  out  a  flag  of 
truce  and  terms  were  agreed  upon  for  them  to  deliver  up 
the  city,  had  it  not  been  at  the  very  time,  the  next  day 
must  have  been  the  day  to  have  made  a  bold  push  at  the 
city  ;  for  the  wind  did  well  suit  for  it,  and  if  we  had,  it 
must  in  all  human  probability  proved  fatal  to  our  army 
and  destroyed  a  great  part  of  them,  and  this  must  be 
looked  upon  as  a  remarkable  Providence  at  that  very  time 
that  God  should  incline  them  to  give  up  the  city,  it  is  evi- 
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dent  and  plain  that  God  rules  the  hearts  of  men  and  there 
hearts  at  that  time  he  moved  them  to  give  up  for  they 
might  have  kept  us  out  and  destroyed  us  if  we  had  gone  on 
in  the  way  we  had  just  before  considered  upon. 

11^^.  Another  remarkable  thing  :  the  very  daj,  next 
after  we  had  taken  possession  rain  and  foggy  dark  weather 
8  or  9  days  together,  and  there  had  not  been  so  much  rain 
by  half  in  47  days  as  now  in  4  days  which  would  doubtless 
have  scattered  our  fleet  and  army  and  given  an  opportunity 
to  the  French  vessels  to  have  got  into  the  harbor  and  would 
have  sickened  and  discouraged  if  not  broke  up  our  designs, 
if  it  had  come  before.  These  things  considered  together 
with  many  others  that  might  be  mentioned  doth  plainly 
show  that  God  has  gone  out  of  the  way  of  his  common 
Providence  in  a  remarkable  and  almost  miraculous  man- 
ner ;  it  is  plain  to  anybody  that  will  consider  and  think  of 
these  things  that  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  the  God  of  armies 
hath  both  began,  carried  on  and  finished  this  great  work, 
and  delivered  this  strong  city  into  our  hands. 

My  hearty  desire  and  prayer  is  that  as  long  as  I  have  a 
being  I  may  give  the  great  name  of  God  the  praise  of  it, 
that  he  has  written  Salvation  for  New  England. 

A  List  of  the  names  of  my  soldiers  are  as  follows  : 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

KING   GEORGE'S   FRENCH   AND   INDIAN   WAR. 

Aggressive  Policy  The  year  1746  was  full  of  alarms,  skirmishes 
of  the  French.  ^iid  ambuscades.  The  French  developed  a 
peculiarly  aggressive  policy,  constantly  har- 
assing the  frontiers  with  small  bands,  cutting  oft"  unsup- 
ported parties,  devastating  solitary  and  detached  settle- 
ments, capturing,  slaying,  scalping  and  destroying.  Ex- 
pedition after  expedition  was  hurled  against  New  England, 
composed  mostly  of  Indians,  but  with  French  soldiers, 
commanded  by  French  officers.  Within  nine  months  from 
the  last  of  December,  1745,  not  less  than  forty-three  of 
these  separate  detachments,  in  which  about  two  thousand 
men  were  engaged,  were  dispatched  upon  errands  of  blood 
and  destruction.^  Thirty-seven  persons  were  killed,  cap- 
tured or  wounded  on  the  northern  frontiers  before  the  sum- 
mer ended.  An  attack  upon  the  fortifications  at  Bernard- 
ston  was  foiled,  one  man  being  wounded,  while  at  Colrain 
one  soldier  was  killed  and  another  made  prisoner.  The 
enemy  was  constantly  prowling  about  Fort  Massachusetts  ; 
a  party  of  men  sent  not  above  sixty  rods  from  the  fortifica- 
tion fell  into  an  ambuscade,  one  was  killed,  another 
wounded  and  a  third  captured. 

Capture  of  Fort  On  the  10^"  of  August,  Fort  Massachusetts 
Massachusetts.  ^y^s  iuvcstcd  by  a  body  of  nearly  eight  hun- 
dred French  and  Indians  under  command  of 
M.  Rigaud  de  Vaudreuil,  brother  of  Gov.  Vaudreuil. 
Sergt.,  afterwards  Lieut. -Colonel,  John  Hawks,  was  tem- 
porarily in  command  ;  Capt.  Williams,  commander  of  the 
post,  being  absent  on  duty  connected  with  the  projected 

1    New  Yorli  Colonial  Documents,  vol.  X.,  pp.  34,  30. 
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invasion  of  Canada.  Sergt.  Hawks  had  "but  twenty-one 
men  under  him,  more  than  half  of  whom  were  on  the  sick 
list.  For  twenty-eight  hours  the  little  garrison  held  the 
fort,  despite  the  efforts  of  the  besiegers.  At  last,  having 
expended  all  their  ammunition,  they  surrendered  on  prom- 
ise of  quarter,  and  were  well  treated.  One  of  the  garrison 
was  killed  and  two  wounded,  while  the  enemy  lost  from 
forty  to  seventy.^  No  person  from  Northampton  was  a 
member  of  the  garrison.  Just  before  the  attack  on  the 
fort,  thirteen  of  the  garrison  commanded  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Williams,  were  sent  to  Deerfield,  to  procure  ammunition 
and  supplies.  They  passed  along  the  road  guarded  on  each 
side  by  the  secreted  forces  of  Vaudreuil,  unmolested.  The 
enemy  were  only  too  glad  that  the  garrison  should  be  weak- 
ened, and  dared  not  bring  on  a  conflict  prematurely  by 
attacking  them. 

The  Bars'  Fight.  The  French  commander,  leaving  a  guard  of 
fifty  or  sixty  men,  jjushed  on  with  his  pris- 
oners towards  Canada.  This  detachment,  dissatisfied  with 
the  result  of  the  foray,  and  anxious  to  obtain  more  prison- 
ers or  scalps,  determined  to  raid  Deerfield.  They  reached 
the  village  on  Sunday  and  the  next  morning  placed  an  am- 
bush near  a  meadow,  in  wliich  was  a  quantity  of  partly 
cured  hay.  Near  this  place,  called  the  Bars,  were  a  couple 
of  houses  occupied  by  families  by  the  name  of  Amsden 
and  Allen,  who  were  lodging  at  the  fort.  Early  on  Mon- 
day morning,  unsuspicious  of  danger,  the  party,  among 
whom  were  several  children,  and  two  soldiers  detailed  as  a 
guard,  went  to  their  work.  Eleazar  Hawks,  a  hunter, 
stumbled  upon  the  ambuscade  and  was  shot  and  scalped. 
All  fled  at  the  first  alarm,  towards  a  mill,  a  short  distance 
down  the  creek.  Some  of  the  men  endeavored  to  make  a 
stand  and  fight  off  the  Indians,  but  were  soon  overpowered. 
One  of  the  lads  was  seized  and  scalped  ;  two  of  the  men 
Avere  shot,  while  a  third  escaped  to  an  island  in  the  river 
and  finally  reached  the  opposite  bank.  Of  the  eight  per- 
sons in  the  party,  four — Samuel  Allen,  Adonijah  Gillet, 
Oliver  Amsden,  and  Simeon  Amsden — were  killed ;  two — 

1  For  a  full  description  of  this  fight,  see  "  Hoyt's  Indian  Wars,"  Parkman's  "  Half 
Century  of  Conflict,"  Sheldon's  "History  of  Deerfield,"  Norton's  "Redeemed  Cap- 
tive," Perry's  "  Williamstown." 
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John  Sadler,  and  Caleb  Allen  —  escaped;  one,  Samuel 
Allen,  was  captured,  and  another — Eunice  Amsden — thir- 
teen years  old,  was  tomahawked  and  left  for  dead.  In 
their  haste,  the  Indians  failed  to  take  her  scalp,  and  she 
lived  seventy-two  years  afterwards. 

Immediate  pursuit  was  made  by  parties  from  Deerfield  ; 
one  detachment  went  up  the  Deerfield  river,  and  another 
pushed  across  to  Charlemont,  hoping  to  intercept  the 
enemy,  but  without  success.  They  escaped,  having  secured 
five  scal])s  and  one  prisoner. 

Projected  inrasion     Early  iu  the  year  great  jDreparations  were 
of  Canada.  made   for   the   invasion   of    Canada.      The 

American  colonies  agreed  to  provide  eight 
thousand  two  hundred  men,  and  England  engaged  to  send 
eight  battalions.  Massachusetts  voted  to  raise  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  men,  and  actually  enlisted  two  thousand. 
A  bounty  of  £30,  old  tenor,  a  blanket,  and  a  bed  for  two, 
were  granted  to  each  soldier.  The  New  England  levies 
were  to  join  the  British  at  Louisburg  and  sail  up  the  St. 
Lawrence,  while  the  troops  from  New  York  and  the  other 
Provinces  were  to  proceed  by  the  way  of  Lake  Champlain. 
The  English  forces  failed  to  appear  and  the  enterprise  was 
abandoned.  Gov.  Shirley,  however,  proposed  to  attack 
Crown  Point,  and  a  portion  of  the  Massachusetts  militia 
went  to  Albany  to  prepare  for  the  expedition.  Before  it 
was  fully  organized,  news  was  received  that  a  French  fleet 
and  an  army  of  four  thousand  men,  commanded  by  the 
Due  D'Anville,  was  on  the  way  to  capture  Louisburg,  burn 
Boston,  and  lay  waste  the  New  England  coast.  On  the 
reception  of  this  intelligence,  the  Massachusetts  troops 
were  recalled  and  ordered  to  Boston. 

Hampshire  Troops  Wlieu  the  alarm  caused  by  the  expected 
Ordered  to  Bos-  appcarauce  of  D'Auvillc's  fleet  was  at  its 
height.  Gen.  Dwight's  Regiment  was  di- 
vided ;  five  companies  were  sent  to  Boston,  and  five  were 
assigned  to  duty  on  the  western  frontiers.  Nothing  ap- 
pears to  show  to  which  section  Major  Pomeroy's  Company 
was  attached,  but  from  the  orders  of  Col.  Stoddard,  it 
seems  probable  that  it  renniined  in  this  section. 
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Major  seth  Pom-  Fliislied  with  tliG  lionors  of  Louisbiirg, 
eroy's  Company.  Major  Pouieroy  entered  with  much  zeal 
upon  the  projected  campaign  against  Can- 
ada. Witliin  ten  months  after  his  return  from  that  expe- 
dition, he  was  specially  engaged  in  raising  men  for  this 
undertaking.  The  invasion  of  Canada  had  always  been 
popular  with  the  people,  and  in  less  than  sixty  days  he 
succeeded  in  enlisting  a  company  of  about  one  hundred 
soldiers.  The  officers  were  Nathaniel  Kellogg  and  William 
Lyman,  Lieutenants  ;  John  Stebbins,  Ensign  ;  Ebenezer 
Kingsley,  William  Smith,  Noah  Clap,  and  Elijah  Smith, 
Sergeants  ;  Samuel  Lynde,  Hezekiah  Smith,  John  Wait, 
Richard  Wilde,  Corporals  ;  David  Darby  and  Noah  Pix- 
ley.  Drummers.  These  men  were  in  service  from  June, 
1746,  to  October,  1747.  The  company  was  then  re-enlisted 
for  sixty-one  days  more. 

It  is  Ordered  to  Nothing  is  kuown  of  the  rank  and  file,  and 
Pursue  the  In-  very  little  couceming  the  services  actually 
performed  by  this  company,  but  enough 
remains  to  prove  that  they  were  not  idle.  While  awaiting 
orders.  Major  Pomeroy's  headc^uarters  were  at  Northamp- 
ton. When  the  Canada  expedition  was  abandoned,  the 
soldiers  enlisted  from  this  section  were  employed  upon  the 
western  frontiers.  A  portion  of  the  Hampshire  Regiment 
was  detailed  in  April,  under  Col.  William  Williams,  to  re- 
build Fort  Massachusetts,  and  it  is  possible  that  a  part  of 
the  Northampton  Company  was  among  those  troops.  June 
23'\  Brig. -Gen.  Joseph  D wight,  who  had  command  of  the 
western  division  of  the  Massachusetts  soldiers,  was  at  Hat- 
field, and  wrote  to  Major  Pomeroy  "that  about  30  of  the 
enemy  had  been  discovered  upon  some  part  of  Green  River, 
about  8  miles  from  Deerfield.''  He  ordered  Major  Pomeroy 
to  immediately  rally  every  man  of  his  company,  able  to 
inarch  and  inarch  with  them  ;  and  to  take  six  days"  pro- 
visions, adding  '"  for  in  such  a  crowd  as  there  will  be  at 
Deerfield,  your  men  will  be  put  to  difficulty."  *  *  "  Your 
newtown  (Southampton)  must  be  cared  for  by  your  own 
officers,  I  mean  the  officers  of  the  town.  Men  are  hourly  ex- 
pected also  from  Connecticut,  who  may  supply  their  places. 
Use  Dispatch."      But  little  further  information  has  been 
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obtained  concerning  this  movement.  It  is  believed  that 
the  detachment  penetrated  into  Vermont,  but  there  is  no 
indication  that  any  Indians  were  discovered. 

And  Afterwards      Scarcely  had  the  company  returned  from 

sent  to  Hoosack.  ^}^{q  scout,  wlicn  peremptory  orders  were 
received  to  march  to  Hoosack.  The  follow- 
ing letter  from  Col.  Stoddard,  found  among  the  Pomeroy 
papers,  undoubtedly  contained  the  orders  that  sent  them 
to  that  point.  Unfortunately  the  letter  is  without  date, 
but  it  fits  into  the  narrative  so  completely,  that  little  doubt 
exists  relative  to  the  time  of  its  writing  :  — 

'•  You  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  take  charge  of  the  men 
now  I'aised  for  his  Majesty's  special  service  and  march  them  to  Deer- 
field,  so  seasonably  that  they  may  have  everything  in  readiness  to  go 
from  thence  early  the  next  morning. 

'•  If  possible  3"on  must  be  at  Horsewick  [Hoosuck]  to-morrow  in  case 
you  hear  nothing  that  renders  your  going  needless.  You  must  march 
the  men  with  care,  silence  and  watchfidness  especially  in  straight  and 
difficult  passages. 

'■  If  you  meet  with  any  of  the  enemy  you  must  behave  with  gallant- 
ry. Don't  lose  a  good  opportunity  either  through  rashness  or  fear.  If 
the  enemy  are  lately  drawn  off  probably  they  maj-  be  overtaken, 
especially  if  they  have  wounded  men.  Take  good  care  to  avoid  am- 
bushments  and  in  general  you  must  exercise  prudence  upon  every  new 
event  and  do  as  shall  appear  needful  on  all  unforseen  occurrences. 

I  am  your  Servant, 

John  Stoddart. 
■"To  Major  Seth  Pomeroy. 

"  If  an  J'  of  the  men  don't  take  care  to  carry  a  week's  pro- 
vision, let  them  and  not  others  suffer  by  their  neglect." 

The  Company  at  Whatever  may  have  been  the  occasion  of 
Fort  Massaehu-  the  march  to  Hoosack,  and  whatever  the 
date  of  the  orders  to  march  thither,  certain 
it  is  that  Major  Pomeroy  was  at  Fort  Massachusetts  in 
August  of  that  year.  He  was  not  in  command  of  the  fort, 
as  Major  Ephraim  Williams  had  been  assigned  to  that  po- 
sition iu  June.  In  a  letter  to  his  wife,  dated  Fort  Massa- 
chusetts, August  3'',  1747,  Major  Pomeroy  writes  :  — 

"  I  have  written  to  Lieut.  Kellogg  to  be  ready  to  come  for  my  relief 
with  twenty- five  or  thirtj'  men,  next  Monday  morning.  If  he  comes  at 
that  time  I  shan't  want  any  thing  sent  to  me.  We  live  at  this  Fort 
well,  my  dinner  yesterday  was  a  biscake,  suet  whortleberry  pudding 
and  a  good  piece  of  corned  beef,  with  squashes  and  turnips,  no  cider, 
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but  a  good  appetite.  As  for  news  I  have  not  much  to  say,  but  last 
Thursday  and  Friday  nights  the  Indians  were  about  the  Fort.  I  have 
an  account  of  the  Indians  being  seen  three  times  since  in  the  day  time 
here,  but  I  am  not  satisfied  with  any  one  of  them." 

And  afterwards  in     A  few  moiitlis  later  Major  Pomeroy,  and 
Boston.  apparently  his   whole    company,    were    in 

Boston.  He  writes  from  that  city  to  his 
wife,  under  date  of  October  22*^,  but  the  letter  contains  no 
allusion  to  his  military  duties.  About  two  weeks  after,  in 
another  letter  from  the  same  place,  he  announces  the 
"good  news"  "that  the  Canada  forces  are  dismissed  from 
the  service,"  and  that  "Divine  Providence  permitting  I 
will  be  at  home  next  week."  An  allusion  to  Lieut.  Kel- 
logg, who  was  to  return  before  the  Major,  indicates  that  a 
portion  if  not  the  entire  company  were  with  him.  The 
transfer  of  Major  Pomeroy's  company  to  Boston  at  this 
time,  was  probably  on  account  of  the  threatened  attack  on 
Boston  and  the  New  England  coast,  by  the  French  fleets 
under  De  la  Jonquiere. 

Indian  Depredations  Scattering  parties  of  Indians  were  con- 
at  Southampton.  stautly  liovcring  round  the  settlements 
during  the  year  1746,  stealing  and  destroy- 
ing property,  but  no  person  was  slain  within  the  present 
limits  of  Northampton.  The  houses  of  Aaron  and  Elisha 
Clark  in  Southampton,  then  the  Second  Precinct  of  North- 
ampton, had  been  abandoned  because  of  the  threatened 
danger.  A  small  body  of  roving  Indians  plundered  them 
August  25''',  tearing  the  beds  in  pieces,  seizing  clothing  and 
provisions,  and  committing  other  depredations.  Fearing 
pursuit,  the  savages  fled  to  Pomeroy's  Mountain,  and  on 
the  west  side  of  it  wantonly  slaughtered  six  cattle  and  one 
horse,  and  wounded  others.  Lieut.  Lyman  of  Northamp- 
ton was  on  the  ground  on  the  28"',  and  Lieut.  David  Mose- 
ley  with  twenty-two  men  from  Westfield,  went  after  the 
marauders,  but  without  effect.  Intent  on  further  mischief, 
the  Indians,  about  two  weeks  afterwards,  laid  an  ambuscade 
near  the  houses  of  Ezra  Strong  and  John  Wait,  designing 
to  get  the  scalp  of  the  person  who  came  to  the  pasture 
after  the  cows  at  night.  The}^  drove  the  cows  to  the 
farther  side  of  the  lot,  and  while  trying  to  keep  them  there, 
were  discovered  and  fled. 
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An  Attack  near  Fort  Operations  Were  continued  with  increased 
Massachusetts.  vigor  tliroughout  the  succeeding  year. 
During  the  winter,  the  fort  at  No.  4 
(Charlestown)  had  been  deserted,  and  several  of  the  settle- 
ments in  New  Hampshire  were  also  abandoned.  These 
towns  had  been  established  under  the  authoritj''  of  Massa- 
chusetts, but  when  the  southern  boundary  line  of  New 
Hampshire  was  adjusted,  they  came  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  latter.  After  the  troops  from  Massachusetts  had 
been  withdrawn,  New  Hampshire  refused  to  replace  them. 
It  was  deemed  essential,  however,  that  these  defences 
should  be  maintained,  and  all  were  garrisoned.  While  the 
repairs  upon  Fort  Massachusetts  were  in  progress,  a  de- 
tachment of  one  hundred  men  was  sent  to  Albany  for  sup- 
plies, and  the  Indians  aware  of  the  niovement,  attempted 
to  cut  off  the  train  and  surprise  the  fort.  Three  hundred 
men  set  out  to  waylay  the  train,  and  as  many  more  pre- 
pared to  attack  the  fort.  The  former  division  struck  the 
trail  of  the  Albany  party  in  its  rear,  while  the  advance 
guard  of  the  English  coming  upon  the  other  detachment, 
as  it  was  moving  to  attack  the  fort,  on  the  morning  of  May 
25"',  gave  the  alarm  and  the  enemy  fled  without  a  blow. 

Attack  on  No.  4       Adhering   to   the   policy   of  the  preceding 
Repulsed.  year,  the  French  continued  to  fit  out  de- 

tachments of  savages  commissioned  to 
carry  forward  the  bloody  work.  The  fort  at  Hinsdale,  N, 
H,,  was  surprised  and  partly  burned  in  March,  but  the 
assailants  were  driven  off.  A  determined  attack  was  made 
on  Fort  No.  4  early  in  April,  by  a  large  force  of  French 
and  Indians  under  Sieur  Baj)tiste  Boucher  de  Niverville.  ^ 
The  fort  was  garrisoned  by  forty-nine  men  commanded 
by  Capt.  Phinehas  Stevens  of  Sudbury,  an  early  settler 
and  afterwards  a  resident  of  Charlestown,  After  three 
days  of  continuous  fighting,  during  which  time  the  fort 
was  partially  burned,  de  Niverville  drew  off  his  forces  and 
disappeared.^     Among  the   gallant  soldiers,  who  success- 

1  English  historians  give  the  name  of  this  officer  as  M.  Debeline.  but  no  such  name 
is  found  upon  the  French  records,  and  in  the  N.  Y.  Colonial  MSS.  he  is  named  as 
above. 

2  This  was  one  of  the  most  siiirited  engagements  of  the  war.  It  is  graphically  de- 
scribed in  Hoyf  s  Indian  Wars.  pp.  243,  24.5  ;  and  in  Parkman's  ■'  Half  Century  of 
Conflict,"  pp.  238-24:^. 
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fully  repulsed  the  enemy,  were  several  men  from  Nortli- 
anij^ton.  Lieut,  William  Lyman  was  second  in  command, 
Noah  Clapp  was  Sergeant,  and  John  Birge,  John  Pomeroj', 
Ithamar  Strong,  and  Zadoc  Danks,  were  privates.  They 
were  soldiers  who  had  enlisted  for  the  expedition  against 
Canada.  After  this  defeat  the  enemy  on  their  homeward 
march,  killed  several  men  in  the  vicinity  of  Northfield,  and 
destroyed  much  abandoned  property.  ^ 

Soldiers  at  Fort  Lieut.  Lyman,  after  tlie  desperate  fight  at 
Massachusetts.  Cliarlestowu,  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Massachusetts  during  the  autumn  and  win- 
ter following,  serving  in  that  capacity  from  November  to 
January.  His  company  consisted  of  forty-five  men,  of 
whom  the  following  eleven  were  from  Northampton  :  — 
Sergt.  Elisha  Hawley,  Ebenezer  Clapp,  Ebenezer  Harvey, 
Joseph  Marchants,  John  Pomeroy,  Elisha  Warner,  Elisha 
Baker,  Bildad  Wright,  Silas  Clark,  Joseph  Root,  and 
Nathaniel  Edwards.  Lieut.  Elisha  Hawley  succeeded 
Lieut.  Lyman  and  was  in  command  of  the  fort  during 
February  and  March.  Concerning  his  appointment.  Col. 
Stoddard  writes  in  March,  as  follows  :  —  "  We  could  at  first 
get  no  better  officer  than  a  serg-nt,  afterwards  I  gave  a 
Lieut"^^  commission  to  Mr.  Elisha  Hawley,  who  is  the  only 
officer  there  at  present."  "^ 

Vaudreuirs  Futile      111  J^-^ly,   ^  force  of  oiie  tliousaud  Lidians 
Expedition.  ^iid  two  hundred  Frenchmen,  commanded 

by  Mons.  Rigaud  de  Vaudreuil,  was  dis- 
patched from  Canada  to  protect  Fort  St.  Frederick  (Crown 
Point).  Finding  the  fort  in  no  danger,  he  pushed  on  and 
made  a  demonstration  against  Fort  Saratoga,  but  was 
driven  away,  and  returned,  without  attempting  further 
damage,  to  Fort  St.  Frederick.  A  scouting  party,  led  by 
Lieut.  Matthew  Clesson,  was  sent  out  from  Fort  Massachu- 
setts to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy.  They 
were  absent  twenty-two  days  and  reported  that  Vaudreuil 

1  "On  their  return  they  burnt  within  .30  or  40  leagues,  5  small  forts  that  were 
abandoned,  3  meeting-houses,  about  100  dwellings  mostly  of  two  stories,  furnished 
even  to  chests  of  drawers,  the  decorations  of  which  the  Indians  carried  off  ;  several 
fine  barns,  and  killed  5  or  000  sheep  and  hogs,  and  about  30  horned  cattle.  This  de- 
vastation is  well  worth  a  few  prisoners  or  scalps." — N.  Y.  Colonial  MSS.,  vol.  X.,  p.  97. 

3    Judd  MSS. 
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liad  retreated.  During  the  same  month  one  man  was  killed 
at  Bernardston,  and  another  at  Colrain.  Scouting  detach- 
ments made  up  from  the  upper  Hampshire  towns  and  from 
the  garrisons,  were  continually  patrolling  the  country  and 
the  movements  of  the  enemy  were  closely  observed. 

other  Casualties.  Later  ill  tlic  year  a  soldier  was  slain  near 
Northiield,  a  man  captured  at  Hinsdale,  and 
Fort  Bridgman,  in  Vermont,  which  had  been  deserted,  was 
burned!  A  company  of  twelve  men,  descending  Connecti- 
cut River  from  Charlestown,  was  attacked  ;  two  were 
killed  one  wounded  and  another  made  prisoner. 

Eiisha  Clark  Killed  No  Indians  appeared  in  this  vicinity  till 
in  Southampton,  j^te  iu  August,  whcu  EHsha  Clark,  living 
in  the  extreme  northwestern  part  of  the 
town  of  Southampton,  was  killed  by  them.  While  he  was 
threshing  grain  in  his  barn,  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  27^'',  sixteen  Indians  crept  stealthily  up,  shot  and 
scalped  him,  leaving  his  body,  which  had  been  penetrated 
by  seven  bullets,  carefully  covered  with  straw.  The  enemy 
immediately  fled,  wantonly  destroying  as  they  went  such 
cattle  and  other  stock  as  came  in  their  way.  They  en- 
camped the  next  night  near  the  house  formerly  owned  l)y 
Noah  Strong  in  Westhampton,  where  they  left  standing 
sixteen  poles,  which  were  supposed  to  indicate  the  strength 
of  the  party.  A  company  of  thirty-six  men  under  Lieut. 
Eldad  Taylor  of  Westfield,  started  in  pursuit.  The  men 
were  all  from  Westfield,  with  the  exception  of  Haines 
Kingsley,  who  was  a  native  of  Northampton.  These  sol- 
diers were  paid  for  thirty-seven  days'  service,  but  thej'  did 
not  succeed  in  overtaking  the  enemJ^ 

St.  Bieiu  Wounded  In  Octobcr,  a  scouting  party  of  three  per- 
and  Exchanged.  goj^g^  ridiiig  froiu  Fort  Dummer  to  North- 
field,  fell  in  with  and  wounded  the  com- 
mander of  a  detachment  of  French  and  Indians.  This 
party  consisted  of  forty  savages,  who  started  from  Canada 
in  September.  They  had  just  gone  forward  to  slaughter 
cattle,  and  their  leader  remained  behind  in  charge  of  their 
packs.    The  cadet  in  command  of  this  force  was  Pierre  Raim- 
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bault  St.  Blein. '  The  wounded  officer  fainted  after  surren- 
dering, and  the  scouts  supposed  him  to  be  mortally  wounded. 
Fearing  that  the  Indians,  alarmed  by  the  firing,  would 
soon  return,  they  left  their  prisoner  and  made  quick  time 
to  their  destination.  Starting  hurriedly  homeward,  the 
savages  carried  their  wounded  commander  a  short  distance 
and  then  abandoned  him.  After  wandering  four  days,  he 
approached  Northfield  and  surrendered.  He  was  carried 
to.  Boston,  where  his  wound  was  cured  in  a  short  time. 
The  next  year,  Gov.  Shirley,  desirous  of  exchanging  pris- 
oners, dispatched  Lieut. -Col.  Hawks,  and  a  small  party  to 
Canada  with  the  prisoner,  St.  Blein.  An  arrangement  was 
speedily  effected  by  which  two  men.  Samuel  Allen,  cap- 
tured at  the  "Bars,"  and  Nathaniel  Blake,  made  prisoner 
at  Keene,  were  exchanged  for  the  French  commander,  and 
Hawks  returned  in  May,  1749.  Young  Allen  seems  to 
have  been  greatly  fascinated  with  Indian  life,  and  it  was 
only  by  force  that  he  could  be  brought  away  from  among 
his  newly  adopted  friends.  In  November  a  party  of  In- 
dians surprised  twelve  men  in  the  vicinity  of  No.  4,  killed 
three  of  them  and  captured  a  fourth. 

Fort  Built  iu  East-      In   April    a    f  ort    was    built   at    Jonathan 
hampton.  Clapp's,    iu   wliat   is  now  known  as  East- 

hampton,  for  protection  against  the  Indians. 
Major  Clapp  resided  near  the  homestead  more  recently 
occupied  by  the  late  Ansel  Bartlett.  This  fort  cost  upwards, 
of  one  hundred  days'  labor,  including  team-work.  The 
price  of  labor  was  then  8s.  per  day  old  tenor,  and  the  work 
was  chiefly  performed  by  men  who  lived  in  that  part  of  the 
town.  Soldiers  and  citizens  labored  together  in  this  occu- 
pation under  the  superintendence  of  Lieut.  William  Ly- 
man, Major  Joseph  Hawley,  and  Sergt.  Smith.  The  fol- 
lowing named  soldiers  were  employed  in  this  work,  viz.  :  — 
Zadoc  Danks,  Samuel  Janes,  Ebenezer  Clapp,  Ebenezer 
Harvey,  Benjamin  Eastman,  Isaac  Goodale,  Philip  Rich- 
ardson,   Jonathan   Stone    [Strong],    Jolm   Warner,   John 

1  For  a  full  account  of  this  iucident,  see  Sheldon's  History  of  Deerfield,  pp.  554- 
550.  Historians  have  given  the  name  as  Raimbault,  Rainboe,  and  Simblin,  but  Mr. 
Sheldon  has  found  ample  evidence  that  his  real  name  was  as  given  above,  Pierre 
Raimbault  St  Blein.  Naturally  the  last  name,  St.  Blein,  might  have  been  and  un- 
doubtedly was  pronounced  Simblin,  wliile  the  former,  spelled  as  pronounced,  might, 
readily  take  the  variations  given. 
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Birge,  Aaron  Bartlett,  Joseph  Marchaiit,  Asahel  Judd, 
Ithamar  Strong.  Six  of  these  men  had  seen  service  at 
Fort  Massachusetts. 

Soldiers'  Taxes      In  August,  1747,  the  town  voted  to  release 
Abated.  i}^q  men  who  had  been  in  the  service  the 

year  previous,  from  their  poll-taxes.  Under 
this  order  the  taxes  of  twenty-six  men  were  abated.  Only 
the  names  of  the  following  soldiers,  seventeen  in  num- 
ber, Imve  been  preserved:  —  Orlando  Bridgman,  Elisha 
Hawley,  Lieut.  William  Lyman,  Caleb  Strong,  Thomas 
Starr,  Gideon  Parsons,  Lieut.  Samuel  Clapp,  Samuel  Clark, 
William  Wait,  Abraham  Miller,  Samuel  Janes,  Capt. 
Roger  Clapp,  Ens.  John  Clapp,  Edward  Coates,  Preserved 
Bartlett,  Waitstill  Strong,  Robert  Danks. 

Unsatisfactory  Con-  The  year  1748,  was  one  of  disaster  and  dis- 
dition  of  Affairs.  couragcmeut.  Flying  detachments  of 
French  and  Indians,  gathering  a  scalp 
here,  a  prisoner  there,  and  plunder  everywhere,  buzzed 
about  the  settlements,  quickly  disappearing  when  a  hand 
was  stretched  to  smite  them.  The  tone  of  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  military  officers  in  command  in  this  section  was 
despondent.  People  were  disheartened  and  dispirited. 
Enlistments  were  tardy,  the  forts  insufficiently  manned, 
and  with  difficulty  provisioned.  Discontent  existed  in  some 
of  the  upper  towns  in  reference  to  the  amounts  allowed  for 
billeting  the  soldiers,  provisions  were  dear  and  scarce,  the 
commanding  officers  did  not  always  act  in  harmony,  and 
altogether  matters  on  the  western  frontiers  were  not  in 
a  very  promising  condition.  In  some  of  the  more  exposed 
towns  it  was  impossible  to  sow  grain  in  the  spring,  for 
lack  of  guards  to  protect  the  workmen,  and  provisions  had 
to  be  brought  from  Westfield.  Constant  complaints  were 
made  by  the  officers  that  the  men  were  insufficiently  paid, 
and  that  they  were  unwilling  to  run  the  risks  of  the  cam- 
paign on  such  slender  compensation.  Reinforcements  were 
expected  from  Connecticut,  but  only  about  one  half  of  the 
number  promised  ever  appeared.  Major  Williams  writes 
to  Gov.  Shirley,  July  10*''  :  —  "  The  business  of  the  soldiery 
is  chiefl.}^  to  guard  provisions  to  the  several  garrisons. — Our 
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case  is  miserable  and  tlie  enemy  triumph. "'  After  the 
death  of  CoL  Stoddard,  officers  of  the  Connecticut  troops 
paid  little  attention  to  the  orders  of  the  Massachusetts 
commanders,  one  of  them  declaring  that  he  would  obey  no 
orders  except  those  from  Hartford.  Many  of  the  war  par- 
ties sent  out  from  Canada  this  jefir,  were  of  greater 
strength  than  before,  and  they  were  generally  successful. 
Numbers  of  persons  were  killed  and  many  others  carried 
into  captivity. 

Death  of  Col.  John     Auotlicr  great  misfortune  befell  the   Bay 
Stoddard.  Colony,  this  year,  in  the  death  of  Col.  Stod^ 

dard,  which  occurred  on  the  19"'  of  June. 
He  was  in  Boston  attending  a  session  of  the  Legislature 
when  taken  sick,  and  he  died  within  a  few  days.  For 
many  years  he  had  been  at  the  head  of  affairs  in  this  part 
of  the  colony,  and  his  loss  was  severely  felt.  Major  Israel 
Williams  writing  to  Secretary  Willard,  under  date  of  June 
25"',  says  :  — 

"  We  are  now  like  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  *  *  *  God  has  been 
pleased  to  take  him  (who  was  in  a  great  measure  our  wisdom  and 
strength,  and  glory),  from  us  at  a  time  when  we  could  least  spare  him." 
Rev.  Timothy  Woodbridge,  in  a  letter  to  Capt.  Ephraini  Williams, 
dated  Hatfield,  July  31"',  1748,  says  :  —  "  What  a  noble  example  has  that 
great  and  good  man,  Col.  Stoddard,  left  every  military  officer  who  had 
the  happiness  to  be  acquainted  with  him  ;  his  justice,  integrity,  and  up- 
rightness in  his  conduct,  his  virtue  and  piety,  so  loved  now  he  is  gone, 
that  even  his  enemies  are  obliged  to  join  in  his  praises  ;  and  while  I 
mention  that  great  man,  whose  face  we  shall  see  no  more,  I  would  drop 
a  tear  with  j'ou  over  his  grave.  I  know  his  death  must  sensibly  touch 
you.  Your  friend,  a  friend  of  his  country,  a  great  benefactor  to  man- 
kind, is  gone.     Let  his  shining  example  continually  live  with  us," 

His  Successor  Ap-      Col,  Elcazar  Porter  of  Hadley  was  the  offi- 
pointed.  cer  next  in  rank  to  Col.  Stoddard,  and  was 

entitled  to  the  position  of  commander  of 
the  Hampshire  forces.  He  received  the  appointment,  but 
it  was  supposed  that  he  would  decline  the  position.  Rev. 
Timothy  Woodbridge  accurately  sized  him  up  when  he 
said  that  Col.  Porter  "had  no  genius  for  war."  He  soon 
resigned  and  Col.  Israel  Williams  of  Hatfield  was  commis- 
sioned. In  accepting  he  modestly  bewails  his  inability  to 
supply  the  place  of  the  "  great  and  wise  Col.  Stoddard." 
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Col.  Dwight's  sug-  Col.  Joseph  Dwiglit  of  Brookfield  in  a  letter 
gestions.  ^q  i\-^q  Secretary  suggested  tliat  it  was  "  time 

for  the  government  to  exert  its  power,  &  if 
need  be  raise  half  the  militia  of  the  province.  I  beg  we 
may  have  1000  men  to  drive  the  woods  &  pursue  the  enemy 
even  to  Crown  Point  ;  and  perhaps  it  would  be  best  to  give 
£'1000  for  a  scalp.  Why  should  we  lie  still  and  do  noth- 
ing ?  "  He  also  suggested  that  volunteers  might  readily  be 
obtained,  and  urged  the  government  to  do  something.  His 
letter  Was  dated  July  16'\  Two  days  afterwards,  acting 
Gov.  Phip]3S  sent  him  orders  to  raise  a  company  of  volun- 
teers, accompanied  by  commissions  signed  in  blank  for  its 
officers.  Acting  promptly  under  this  authority,  he  speedily 
raised  a  company,  and  within  a  month  lead  it  on  a  scouting 
expedition.  Col.  Dwight  held  a  command  in  the  army  de- 
signed for  the  invasion  of  Canada,  which  had  been  dis- 
banded during  the  previous  year,  and  doubtless  found 
many  of  his  old  soldiers  ready  for  further  service. 

A  Series  of  Disas-  A  number  of  misfortunes  f(jllowed  each 
^^^^-  other  in  quick  succession  in  1748.     On  the 

13'"  of  May,  Capt.  Eleazar  Melvin  with 
eighteen  men  went  '"'out  upon  a  scalping  design.""  They 
were  absent  between  two  and  three  weeks,  saw  and  fired  at 
some  Indians  in  canoes,  killing  one  and  wounding  another, 
near  Fort  Frederick  (Crown  Point).  A  party  was  sent 
from  the  fort  in  pursuit,  but  Melvin  eluded  them.  But 
afterwards,  supposing  himself  safe,  vigilance  was  relaxed, 
he  was  surprised,  five  of  his  men  were  killed,  and  one 
wounded.  Leaving  their  wounded  comrade,  Joseph  Petty 
of  Northfield,  Melvin  and  the  survivors  of  his  party,  made 
the  best  of  their  way  to  Fort  Dummer.  A  detachment 
sent  out  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians,  found  and  buried  Petty 's 
body,  but  saw  no  savages. 

On  the  16^"  of  June,  a  company  of  fourteen  men,  en 
route  from  Col.  Hinsdale's  Fort  at  Ashuelot  to  Fort  Dum- 
mer, fell  into  an  ambuscade  ;  four  of  them  were  killed,  six 
carried  captive  to  Canada,  and  four,  one  of  them  wounded, 
escaped. 

Ten  days  later,  Capt.  Hobbs,  commanding  forty  men, 
while  marching  from  No.  4,  Charlestown,  to  Fort  Shirley 
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in  Heath,  was  attacked.    The  fight  lasted  four  hours,  when 
tlie  enemy  fled.    Three  men  were  killed  and  four  wounded. 
On  the  19*''  of  July,  Col.  Willard  writes  from  Fort  Dum- 
mer  to  Gov.  Shirley  as  follows  :  — 

"  About  17  men  going  from  Northfield  to  Ashuelot,  by  wa}'  of  Fort 
Dnmmer  (10  of  them  to  supply  place  of  10  killed  and  taken  June  16), 
were  attacked  within  half  a  mile  of  Fort  Dummer,  and  within  a  few 
rods  of  the  spot  where  the  10  were  killed  or  taken.  This  was  on  the 
14"'  of  July.  4  are  found  dead  and  9  missing.  2  escaped  to  Col.  Hins- 
dale's garrison  and  2  to  Fort  Dummer.  Number  of  the  enemy  100  or 
more." 

These  men  were  under  command  of  Sergt.  Thomas  Tay- 
lor, who  with  nine  others  was  carried  to  Canada, 

In  a  letter  written  from  Hatfield,  July  24,  Major  Israel 
"Williams  states: — "Before  sunrise   3'esterday,  G    Indians 
killed  Aaron  Belding  in  Northfield  Town  street  and  scalped 
him.     The  people  were  generally  in  bed.     They  got  up  and , 
followed  after  them,  but  to  no  purpose." 

Col.  Ephraim  Williams  gives  the  following  account  of  a 
fight  with  the  enemy  in  a  letter  to  Major  Israel  Williams, 
dated  Fort  Massachusetts,  August  2'\  1748  :  — 

"  Our  scout  to  Scaticook  was  followed  in  by  the  enemy,  and  they  have 
observed  our  motions  ever  since  ;  but  the  guard  I  sent  to  Deerfield  to 
bring  stores  arrived  yesterday,  40  men  with  Lt.  Severance  and  Hawley 
— [Thej'j  made  no  discovery  from  Deerfield  here.  Today  I  suspected 
by  motions  of  dogs&c,  an  ambush,  about  40  rods  from  the  fort,  be- 
tween the  fort  and  where  we  cross  the  river  to  go  to  Deerfield,  ordered 
men  to  be  ready.  They  fired  at  our  dog,  and  next  at  some  men  that 
had  gone  out  unknown  to  me,  who  returned  the  fire.  We  then  made  a 
sally  with  about  o5  men  to  save  those  men  that  were  out,  engaged  the 
enemy  10  minutes  &  drove  them  ofl"  the  ground,  upon  which  an  am- 
bush of  50  men  about  10  rods  off  and  partly  between  us  and  the  fort, 
rose  on  our  right  wing  &  discharged  a  volley  upon  us.  We  retreated 
fighting  into  the  fort,  which  they  attacked  immediately.  I  ordered  the 
men  to  their  posts  &  played  with  our  cannon  &  small  arms  for  1'^^ 
hours  by  the  glass.  They  then  retreated  by  degrees  &  so  drew  off. 
How  many  we  killed  or  woiuided  I  know  not,  but  we  had  some  fair 
shots,  and  they  not  over  15  rods  off,  &  some  at  7  rods.  We  had  none 
killed  &  but  3  wounded,  but  2  of  them  mortally  I  fear.  The  men 
wounded  are  Lt.  Hawley,  Samuel  Abbot,  Ezekiel  Wells.  Lt.  Hawley 
is  shot  through  the  calf  of  his  leg  with  a  buckshot,  bone  not  hurt. 
Abbot  is  shot  below  his  navel,  ^  and  Wells  in  his  hipps.  Strange  that 
we  should  receive  at  least  200  shot  in  the  open  field,  retreat  40  rods, 
and  but  2  men  wounded  (for  Abbot  was  not  out). 

1     He  lived  but  a  few  days. 
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"Judge  the  enemy  between  200  and  300,  chiefly  Indians,  though  I 
believe  there  were  30  French  among  them.  Some  talked  good  English. 
All  ours  behaved  like  good  soldiers,  no  man  flinched.  Bles.sed  be  God 
we  have  to  sing  of  mercy  as  well  as  judgment."  ^ 

Tlie  attacking  party  consisted  of  ninety  domiciliated  In- 
dians and  forty-six  Canadians,  who  were  commanded  by 
Chevalier  Jean  Boucher  de  Niverville,  the  same  officer  who 
so  unsuccessfully  attacked  Fort  No.  4  the  year  previous. 
In  his  report  he  states  that  most  of  his  men  were  sick  and 
foiight  ill  differently,  "  so  that  there  were  killed  but  5  Eng- 
lishmen, and  only  two  of  his  own  party  were  wounded."^ 

Lieut.  Hawiey.  Lieut.  Elisha  Hawley,  who  was  wounded  in 

this  fight,  was  the  only  Northampton  man 
in  the  command.  He  was  a  brother  of  Major  Joseph  Haw- 
ley, and  had  been  previously  in  charge  of  the  post,  having 
been  commissioned  a  Lieutenant  by  Col.  Stoddard,  when 
he  wanted  some  one  for  that  purpose. 

Scout  by  Col.  Dwight.  Ou  the  7'"  of  August,  presumably  when 
the  news  of  this  attack  was  received.  Col. 
Joseph  Dwight  and  a  company  of  ninety-nine  men  were 
sent  out  upon  a  scouting  expedition,  but  its  destination  is 
not  given.  An  account  of  this  expedition  may  be  found 
in  the  following  letter  from  Major  Joseph  Hawley^  to  his 
brother  Elisha,  who  had  been  wounded  a  few  days  before 
at  Fort  Massachusetts  :  — 

'■Deerfield,  Aug.  12,  1748. 
*'  Dear  Brother — I  am  now  at  Deerfield  with  Col.  Dwight  of  Brook- 
field,  about  10  of  the  clock,  a.  m.  We  came  yesterday  from  North- 
ampt"",  with  29  good  men  enlisted  voluntarily  under  s'd  Co"  with  a  de- 
sign to  endeavor  to  scour  the  frontier,  viz  :  Maj.  Seth  Pomeroy.  Capt. 
Jno.  Lyman,  Lt.  Noah  Wright,  Ensig"  Gideon  Lyman,  Ens.  Timothy 
Dwight,  Jos.  Hawley  Gent.  All  other  private  men  to  the  above  num- 
ber, among  which  is  Noah  Lyman,  there  are  about  30  come,  and  coming 
from  all  y"  parts  of  Hadley,  16  to  come  this  forenoon  from  Hatf'',  a 
number  from  Springfield,  44  from  Brookfield,  Western  and  Hardwick, 
who  got  to  Northf''  by  way  of  y  Eastern  front,  Monday  or  Tuesday  ; 
100  more  Col.  Chandler  sent  who  we  suppose  reached  Northf'  yester- 
day.    All  of  which  with   some  we  design  to  take  from  these  tapper 

1  This  letter  may  be  found  in  the  above  abridged  form  iu  the  Judd  MSS. 

2  New  York  mstorical  MSS.,  vol.  X.,  p.  177. 

.3    Hawley  MSS.  iu  Bancroft  Collection,  Lenox  Library,  N.  Y. 
11 
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Towns  will  make  near  250.  The  plan  of  operations  is  not  yet  settled, 
bnt  what  seems  to  be  concerting  is  to  send  to  y''  fort  and  No.  4,  to  warn 
you  forthwith  to  join  on  West  river  to  intercept  and  expect  them  on 
their  return  home,  while  we  scoure  'em  from  y"  frontier." 

The  letter  closes  with  the  mention  of  Elisha's  wound, 
a  recommendation  fr<jm  his  mother,  and  an  allusion  to 
some  "sarve." 

This  Expeditiou      Scarce  any  other  allusion  has  been  found  to 
Unnoticed.  fjiis  expedition,  more  formidable  in  regard 

to  numbers  than  any  that  had  been  organ- 
ized in  this  section  during  the  war.  It  did  not  succeed, 
however,  in  overtaking  the  enemy.  The  men  were  un- 
doubtedly enlisted  by  Col.  D wight  under  the  authority 
issued  by  Gov.  Phipps  in  July,  and  the  design  of  "  scour- 
ing 'em  from  the  frontier,"  was  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  Col.  Dwight  to  the  authorities  in  his 
letter  of  the  16*'\  It  was  tliq  last  effort  of  the  war,  as  the 
proclamation  for  the  cessation  of  hostilities  was  received 
before  the  soldiers  returned.  The  troops  were  paid  for 
twelve  days'  service. 

Letter  from  Major  On  the  5"'  of  August,  Major  Israel  Williams 
Israel  Williams.  writcs  to  Secretary  Willard,  enclosing  the 
letter  from  Capt.  Ephraim  Williams,  recit- 
ing the  attack  upon  Fort  Massachusetts.  He  says  :  —  "  The 
enemy  are  discovered  almost  daily  in  all  parts  of  the  fron- 
tiers. Our  enemies  are  not  in  a  lethargy,  though  some  are 
ready  to  think  we  are  so."  Again  he  writes  :  —  " Upwards 
of  50  persons  have  been  killed  or  captured  on  our  western 
frontier  the  last  spring  and  this  summer,  most  of  them  sol- 
diers, and  several  severely  wounded." 

Most  of  the  River  Little  direct  suffering  from  Indian  incur- 
Towns  Escape.  sious  was  iuflicted  upon  the  lower  river 
towns  this  year.  Occasionally  a  small 
scouting  party  would  penetrate  the  settlements  and  leave 
its  mark.  Within  the  limits  of  the  present  town  of  North- 
ampton no  outrages  were  committed.  In  the  Precinct  of 
Southampton  one  casualty  occurred,  with  temporary  bad 
results  to  the  people  of  that  section. 
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Noah  Pixiey  Killed  Eai'Iy  ill  May,  Noali  Pixley,  who  lived  in 
at  Southampton.  Soutliamptoii,  was  killed  ill  tlie  liigliway, 
while  returning  from  the  pasture  to  which 
he  had  just  driven  his  cows.  The  Indians  fired  four  or  five 
shots  at  Pixley,  wounding  him  in  the  arm.  He  ran  some 
distance,  but  was  overtaken,  tomahawked  and  scalped,  the 
savages  cutting  off  part  of  his  skull  in  their  haste.  In 
their  flight  the  Indians  stopped  at  the  house  of  Samuel 
Burt,  which  had  been  deserted,  but  only  slight  damage 
was  done  there.  A  party  of  thirteen  men  under  Sergt. 
Hawks  of  Deerfield  immediately  started  in  pursuit  of  the 
marauders,  marching  as  far  as  the  Dutch  settlements  at 
Hoosack,  designing  to  intercept  them.  They  were  gone 
four  days,  but  as  usual  saw  no  Indians.  A  company  of 
thirty  men,  under  Major  Williams,  was  stationed  at  ISTew- 
hampton  and  Blandford,  from  June  to  October  3V\  In 
this  company  were  several  Northampton  men  whose  names 
have  been  heretofore  mentioned. 

Southampton  De-      The  inhabitants  of  Newhamptoii,  as  it  was 
^^"^'J-  frequently  called  in  the  military  correspond- 

ence of  that  day,  were  panic-stricken  by 
this  disaster,  and  abandoned  the  settlement.  Most  of  them 
came  from  Northampton,  and  before  the  middle  of  May, 
the  majority  of  them  had  returned  to  their  old  homes. 
Rev,  Jonathan  Judd,  the  minister,  moved  all  his  "house- 
hold stuff"  to  Suffield,  where  he  had  relatives,  on  the  14^'' 
of  May,  and  did  not  again  occupy  his  house  in  Southamj^- 
ton  till  the  23'*  of  December.  Seven  families  returned  in 
July,  remaining  therq  as  a  garrison  during  the  summer. 
Before  snow  began  to  fly,  nearly  all  the  settlers  were  back 
on  their  homesteads. 

Peace  Declared.  On  the  18"'  of  October,  1748,  peace  be- 
tween England  and  France  was  signed  at 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  but  the  Indians  were  not  immediately 
quieted,  and  occasional  raids  were  made  by  them  till  the 
following  year,  when  peace  was  signed  with  the  eastern 
tribes,  Oct.  17,  1749. 
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Louisburg  Given  Up.  Peace  was  piircliasecl  with  Louisbiirg. 
The  recession  of  that  fortress  and  the 
Island  of  Cape  Breton  to  France  was  the  price  paid  for  the 
short  cessation  of  hostilities  that  followed.  That  this 
stronghold,  won  by  the  valor  of  the  colonies,  should  be 
returned  to  its  former  owners,  was  peculiarly  galling  to  the 
pride  of  New  England,  soothed  though  it  was  by  the  pay- 
ment of  a  round  sum  of  money  into  the  treasury  of  the 
Province,  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  campaign. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


COL.    JOHN   STODDARD. 


First  Appearauco.  JoHN,  eiglitli  cliild  aiid  fourtli  son  of  Rev. 
Solomon  Stoddard,  born  February  7'",  1G8J, 
first  comes  into  this  narrative  on  the  morning  of  February 
29"",  170|,  when  the  French  and  Indians  carried  death 
and  destruction  into  the  little  hamlet  of  Deerfield.  From 
that  time  onward  the  history  of  the  times  is  the  biog- 
raphy of  the  man.  The  many  important  affairs,  already 
detailed,  in  which  he  was  a  prominent  actor,  not  only 
afford  an  insight  into  his  character,  but  place  him  upon 
the  record  as  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  genera- 
tion. Little  remains,  therefore,  but  to  sketch,  in  a  general 
way,  the  most  important  among  the  many  and  diversified 
duties  he  was  called  upon  to  discharge  during  a  public  life 
covering  a  period  of  nearly  fifty  years. 

Graduation  and       At  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  in   1701,  he 
Early  Life.  -^^g  graduated  at  Harvard  College  with  an 

average  record  as  a  student  and  without 
exhil)iting  in  any  marked  degree  the  real  talent  so  conspic- 
uous in  after  years.  Neither  is  there  any  intimation  that 
he  adopted  the  usual  course  of  country  graduates,  and  be- 
came a  teacher,  or  that  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  the 
law\  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  he  spent  the  immediate 
years  after  graduation  at  his  home  in  Northampton,  enter- 
ing with  earnestness  upon  the  various  projects  and  affairs 
that  engrossed  the  attention  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 

stirring  and  Mo-      The   ycars  following  his   graduation  were 

meutous  Times.      f^^]}  Qf  niomcntous  evcuts,  and  he  stepped 

from  the  exclusiveness  of  college  life  into 

the  rapid  whirl  of  active  and  restless  human  passion.    His 
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career  as  a  soldier  was  ushered  in  by  one  of  tlie  most  fero- 
cious and  bloody  encounters  of  that  cruel  and  relentless 
warfare,  in  which  he  was  subsequently  called  to  bear  a  con- 
spicuous part.  Political  and  economic  questions  of  vital 
interest  to  the  colony  were  constantly  claiming  attention 
during  his  entire  collegiate  course,  and  he  could  not  have 
been  indifferent  to  their  significance. 

Military  Honors.  Whcu  barely  twcuty-one  years  of  age  he 
enlisted  in  the  train  band  of  Northampton, 
and  was  soon  after  in  active  service.  His  ability  as  a  sol- 
dier and  an  officer  was  speedily  recognized,  and  promotion 
was  not  delayed.  At  every  new  outbreak  of  hostilities, 
when  men  of  military  capacity  were  needed,  Col.  Stoddard 
received  greater  honors.  Common  soldier  in  170-1: ;  Captain 
in  170G  ;  Major  in  1712  ;  Colonel  in  1721  ;  Commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Western  Department  in  17-14:,  he  proved  him- 
self everywhere  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  Gov. 
Dummer,  recognizing  his  capacity,  soon  employed  him  in 
diplomatic  service.  In  1713,  when  he  had  attained  only  the 
rank  of  Major,  he  was  sent  on  a  difficult  and  perplexing 
mission  to  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  for  the 
release  and  exchange  of  the  English  prisoners  then  in  the 
hands  of  the  French  and  Indians.  ^  ' '  This  delicate  and 
very  important  commission  he  executed  in  such  a  manner, 
as  to  recommend  himself  highly  to  the  Governour  of  Can- 
ada, and  to  produce  a  general  satisfaction  throughout  his 
own  country. "  ^ 

Selectman.  His   abilities  were  early  recognized  by  his 

townsmen,  and  he  was  honored  by  them 
with  many  offices  of  trust  and  importance.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-four,  he  was  first  chosen  a  member  of  the  board  of 
Selectmen,  and  the  record  shows  the  prefix  of  Mr.  to  his 
name,  a  mark  of  distinction,  seldom  in  those  days  accorded 
to  one  so  young.  He  was  sixteen  times  re-elected  selectman 
during  the  remaining  thirty-two  years  of  his  life.  In  1713, 
he  had  a  superfluity  of  titles,  being  named  on  the  record  as 
Hon.   John  Stoddard  Esq.      Afterwards  he  is  repeatedly 

1  Vol.  1,  p.  534. 

2  DwightVs  Travels,  vol.  1,  p.  831. 
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called  John  Stoddard  Esq.,  but  that  was  after  he  became 
by  common  consent  "Squire  Stoddard"  to  all  the  village 
people. 

Representative,  and     In  1716,  lie  was  first  cliosen  representative 
other  Duties.  to  the  General  Court.     He  was  seventeen 

times  re-elected  to  that  position,  and  was 
serving  in  it  when  his  death  occurred.  When  a  candidate, 
he  suffered  defeat  on  some  occasions  owing  to  local  feuds. 
In  17*^2",  he  was  selectman,  representative,  and  moderator 
of  town-meetings  in  Northampton,  besides  being  engaged 
in  government  work  at  the  extreme  western  limit  of  the 
Province.  Oftener  than  any  of  his  contemporaries  was  he 
chosen  moderator  of  town-meetings,  probably  being  elected 
to  that  office  whenever  present.  In  twenty-two  different 
years,  from  1716  to  his  death,  he  was  called  to  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  the  citizens  of  Northampton  in  town- 
meeting  assembled. 

Town  Clerk.  Greatly  interested  in  the  third  and  perma- 

nent settlement  of  Northfield,  though  never 
a  resident  of  that  place,  he  was  for  eight  years,  from  1715 
to  1723,  annually  chosen  its  town  clerk.  In  recognition  of 
his  services  in  this  capacity  he  was  granted  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  that  town,  in  1710. 

couueiii.n-.  Hc  was  a  member  of  "  His  Majesty's  Coun- 

cil for  the  Province  of  Massachusetts,'"  in 
1724,  1727,  and  1728.  On  account  of  his  peculiar  senti- 
ments^ considerable  opposition  was  developed  against  him, 
and  he  failed  of  an  election  on  several  occasions.  Rather 
than  continue  the  fight,  he  declined  being  longer  a  candi- 
date for  that  office,  contenting  himself  with  a  seat  in  the 
House  of  Deputies,  when  the  people  saw  fit  to  elect  him. 
In  only  nine  of  the  twenty  years  of  life  that  remained  to 
him,  did  the  citizens  of  Northampton  permit  him  to  be 
absent  from  that  body. 

1  "  He  had  been  several  years  member  of  the  council,  but  being  in  favor  of  the 
prerogative,  generally  met  -with  great  opposition,  and  having  been  divers  times  left 
out,  he  at  length  declined  being  any  longer  the  subject  of  contention,  and  chose  a 
seat  in  the  house,  his  town  thinking  it  a  favor  that  he  would  represent  them." — 
Hutchinson,  vol.  2,  p.  386. 
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Engaged  in  Laying  Little  public  busiiiess  of  importance  was 
Out  New  Towns.  transacted,  especially  in  this  region,  in 
wb.icli  lie  was  not  called  to  participate. 
The  record  of  his  services  already  presented,  exhibits  only 
in  part  the  multifarious  labors  that  fell  to  his  lot.  In  1722, 
when  townships  were  petitioned  for  on  the  Hoiisatonnuck, 
Col.  Stoddard  and  Ebenezer  Pomeroy  were  members  of  a 
committee  to  divide  the  tracts  granted,  and  lay  them  out. 
From  this  section  five  towns  and  parts  of  three  others  were 
established.  Again  in  1735,  in  connection  with  Col.  Israel 
Williams,  he  bought  of  the  Indians  ten  miles  square  of 
land  above  Fort  Dummer,  on  Deerfield  River.  The  next 
year  he  was  engaged  with  Ebenezer  Pomeroy  and  Thomas 
Ingersoll  in  laying  out  a  township  (Stockbridge),  at  Hous- 
atonnuck.  He  had  charge  of  the  settlement,  and  did  much 
towards  establishing  the  celebrated  Indian  mission  there, 
subsequently  presided  over  by  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards. 

Employed  in  Nego-     For  many  years,  especially  when  hostilities 
tiations  with  the     with  Canada  were  threatened  or  in  actual 

Indians.  ,  •     ,  ■  •     n  i 

progress,  negotiations  were  carried  on  by 
the  Province  with  the  Five  Nations  and  with  the  Six  Na- 
tions, their  neutrality  or  alliance  being  assiduously  sought. 
In  many  of  these  transactions  Col.  Stoddard  was  employed, 
frequently  entertaining  the  Indian  ambassadors  at  his  own 
private  expense.  The  red  men  were  usually  ready  to  par- 
ley, never  refusing  the  presents  that  frequently  preceded 
the  overtures,  and  always  followed  the  treaty.  The  Five 
Nations  sent  delegates  to  Boston,  in  1722,  but  nothing 
seems  to  have  been  accomplished.  The  following  year  the 
scene  of  negotiations  was  changed  to  Albany,  and  Col. 
Stoddard  was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  to  treat 
with  them.  Two  meetings  were  held,  one  in  May,  1723, 
and  another  the  following  year.  Col.  Stoddard  set  out 
from  Northampton,  Sept.  8"\  1724,  and  arrived  at  Albany 
on  the  11"'.  On  his  return  he  reached  home  Sept.  26"',  At 
the  conference  in  May  and  June,  1723,  Mr.  Stoddard,  who 
was  dissatisfied  with  the  way  in  which  the  government 
treated  his  accounts,  showed  righteous  indignation,  and 
proposed  to  throw  up  the  whole  matter  and  return  home. 
His  colleague,  Ebenezer  Pomeroy,  "hopes  Col.  Stoddard 


1744-1747.]  COL.    JOHN    STODDARD,  169 

will  stay  or  return  again.  *  *  *  It  is  a  great  pity  lie 
should  not  be  at  the  conference."  He  was  present  at  the 
meeting,  either  returning  after  his  visit  home  or  else  re- 
considering his  intention  of  leaving. 

"  He  had  also  an  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  neighboring  colo- 
nies and  the  neighboring  nations  on  the  continent.  He  had  far  greater 
knowledge  than  any  other  person  in  the  land,  of  the  several  nations  of 
Indians  in  these  western  parts  of  America,  their  tempers,  manners, 
and  the  proper  way  of  treating  them  ;  and  was  more  extensively 
known  by  them  than  any  other  person  in  this  country."  ^ 

Consequently  he  was  oftener  entrusted  by  government 
in  the  difficult  and  arduous  task  of  negotiating  with  the 
Indian  tribes  and  contiguous  colonies. 

He  Believes  in  Treat-  While  the  third  Freucli  and  Indian  War, 
ing  the  Indians  commencing  in  1744,  was  in  progress,  he 
was  intrusted  with  the  defense  of  the 
frontier,  and  had  much  to  do  with  the  measures  adopted 
for  conciliating  the  New  York  tribes.  His  sentiments  re- 
garding the  method  of  treating  the  Indians  are  expressed 
in  a  letter  to  Gov.  Shirley,  dated  May  13,  1747.  "  The  In- 
dians," he  .says,  "are  of  such  a  humor  that  if  we  deal 
justly  and  kindly  by  them,  they  will  put  their  lives  into 
our  hands,  but  if  we  deal  deceitfully  with  them,  that  will 
soon  raise  an  abhorrence  of  us. "  ^ 

A  Misunderstanding     Between  tlic  soldicrs  recruited  especially 
with  Dwight.  for  the  expedition   to   Canada  and  those 

employed  for  home  defense,  there  arose 
some  jealous}"  of  feeling,  and  Col.  Stoddard  seems  to  have 
felt  somewhat  annoyed  at  the  want  of  courtesy  shown 
towards  him.  Many  soldiers  were  recruited  in  Western 
Massachusetts  for  the  expedition  to  Canada  in  1740  and 
1747.  They  were  under  the  command  of  Col.  Joseph 
Dwight  of  Brookfield,  and  when  the  scheme  of  invasion 
was  abandoned,  some  of  them  were  employed  in  guarding 
the  frontiers.  The  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  Col. 
Stoddard  to  Gov.  Shirley,  dated  Northampton,  April  22, 
1747,  shows  one  occasion  of  misunderstanding,  and  Stod- 
dard's complaint  about  it  :  — 

1  Funeral  Sermon  of  Prest.  Edwards,  at  the  death  of  Col.  Stoddard. 

2  Judd  MSS. 
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"  I  mentioned  to  Col.  Dwight  about  taking  care  of  the  men  at  No.  4  : 
he  gave  a  short  answer,  and  I  said  no  more.  I  supposed  Col.  Dwight 
had  orders  to  send  a  guard  to  cover  the  workmen  in  building  the  forti- 
fications &  supposed  he  would  meet  the  com'',  but  he  has  gone  to  Brook- 
field.  *  *  *  Your  excellency  will  discern  what  work  Col.  Dwight 
and  I  shall  make  of  doing  business  together.  I  have  advised  him  in 
the  best  manner  I  have  been  able,  but  he  is  almost  too  great  to  be  spoke 
to,  and  seems  to  look  on  the  committee  as  so  many  spaniels."  ^ 

This  lack  of  harmony  was  all  the  more  galling  to  the 
home  commander  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  men,  and 
the  difficulty  of  enlisting  soldiers  for  the  frontier  service. 
The  expedition  against  Canada  was  quite  popular  among 
the  people,  and  no  difficulty  seems  to  have  been  experienced 
in  obtaining  recruits  for  that  purpose.  The  excitement  of 
a  campaign  in  the  enemy's  country  was  much  more  attract- 
ive than  the  monotonous  garrison  life  of  the  frontier  forts, 
varied  only  by  an  occasional  alarm,  a  dangerous  scout,  or  a 
march  through  an  ambushed  wilderness  for  supplies.  A 
portion  of  the  Canada  contingent  had  already  been  em- 
ployed in  rebuilding  Fort  Massachusetts,  and  it  Avas  but 
natural  that  Col.  Stoddard  should  suggest  still  further 
methods  of  making  them  useful. 

A  Commissioner  from  While  COmmauder-in-cllief  on  the  west- 
Massachusetts.  QYix  frontiers,  he  was  appointed  one  of 
the  commissioners  to  meet  with  others 
from  New  York  and  Coimecticut,  in  order  to  concert  meas- 
ures for  mutual  defense  against  the  common  enemy.  It 
was  undoubtedly  a  meeting  of  this  body  upon  which  Col. 
Dwight  so  unceremoniously  turned  his  back.  In  1745,  a 
conference  was  held  with  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany  by  the 
commissioners  from  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Connecti- 
cut, and  Pennsylvania.  In  this  commission  Col.  Stoddard 
held  an  honorable  position.  Their  deliberations  extended 
over  a  number  of  weeks. 

Judicial  Employ-       In  addition  to  his  manj^  municipal,   mili- 
ments.  tary,   diplomatic,   legislative  and   agrarian 

duties,  he  also  held  important  judicial  ap- 
pointments. In  1725,  he  was  made  one  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Hampshire  County 

1    Judd  MSS. 
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and  a f terwai'ds  became  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court.  Gov. 
Px'lclier,  in  1729,  added  other  legal  duties,  bestowing  upon 
liini  the  office  of  Judge  of  Probate  for  Hampsliire  County. 
Both  of  these  offices  he  held  through  life.  He  was  the 
third  Judge  of  the  latter  court,  succeeding  Col.  Samuel 
Partridge  of  Hatfield,  who  served  twenty-six  years.  In 
1736,  Gov.  Belcher  appointed  Col.  Stoddard  one  of  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  Superior  Court,  and  the  council  "advised  and 
consented  ; "  but  he  never  acted  in  that  capacity,  probably 
declining  the  position. 

Land  Graut  at  Pitts-      The  General  Court  in  1734,  granted  Col. 

f"''"i-  Stoddard  one  thousand  acres  of  unappro- 

priated land  in  Hampshire  County.  This 
was  made 

'•in  consideration  of  services  and  snflferings  in  and  for  the  public  : 
in  divers  journies  to  Canada,  Albany  and  the  western  parts,  upon  pub- 
lic affairs,  his  serving  in  the  war  with  good  success,  his  transactions 
with  the  Canada  Indians  and  his  entertaining  at  his  house  without  any 
expense  to  the  Province." 

This  tract,  which  was  four  hundred  rods  square,  he  se- 
lected within  what  is  now  the  township  of  Pittsfield,  and 
the  grant  was  confirmed  two  years  afterwards.  The 
same  year  he  petitioned  the  County  Court  for  permission 
to  lease  from  the  Housatonnuck  Indians  a  tract  of  land  six 
miles  square,  for  nine  hundred  ninety  years,  proposing  to 
pay  them  £6  annually.  He  contended  that  one  thousand 
acres  were  not  enough  to  induce  people  to  settle  upon  and 
establish  a  townshi]x  The  court  granted  the  petition,  and 
the  lease  was  consummated.  At  his  death  he  owned  land 
at  Pontoosuck,^  now  Pittsfield,  estimated  to  be  worth 
£6,000.  Grants  of  land  made  to  him  by  the  town  of  North- 
ampton, in  payment  for  services  in  settling  boundary  lines 
and  other  gratuitous  labors,  have  been  heretofore  noted. 

Little  to  be  found      A  bare  Catalogue  of  the  offices  held  by  any 
upon  the  Records      active  citizeu  is  but  a  meagre  statement  of 

Conoerning    the,.  „,  -,  ,  -lii 

Motives  of  Prom-      his  usctulness,  and  reveals  mainly  the  pop- 

inent  Men.  \\\av  side  of  liis  character.     Yet  it  shows 

the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  townsmen  and 

1     For  further  particulars  of  Col.  Stoddard's  transactions  in  real  estate  at  Pon- 
toosuck,  see  History  of  Pittsfield.  vol.  1,  pp.  C2-68. 
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the  government  by  which  lie  was  employed,  and  thus  serves 
to  indicate  in  a  most  emphatic  manner,  the  true  worth  of 
the  individual.  In  most  cases  it  is  nearly  all  that  remains 
to  the  historian  concerning  the  early  settlers  of  any  place. 
Prominent  though  they  may  have  been  in  the  councils  of 
the  community  in  which  they  lived,  yet  they  have  seldom 
left  upon  record  any  thing  by  which  to  gauge  their  real 
character  or  to  show  the  governing  motives  of  their  actions. 

Prominent  among  The  biography  of  Joliu  Stoddard,  Repre- 
the  Leaders  in  seutativc  to  the  General  Court,  Colonel  of 
and  State.  tlio   Colouial   Militia,    Commander   on    the 

western  frontiers.  Member  of  His  Majesty's 
Council,  Commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Indians,  Agent  to 
redeem  prisoners  in  Canada,  Judge  of  Probate,  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  may  be  found  on  the 
records  of  the  town,  the  county,  and  in  the  archives  of  the 
State.  It  has  already  to  some  extent  been  spread  upon 
these  pages,  and  needs  no  recapitulation.  His  life  was  the 
connecting  link  between  the  two  series  of  great  leaders 
who  controlled  the  affairs  of  Western  Massachusetts  for 
nearly  a  century  and  three-quarters.  His  predecessors 
were  John  Pynchon  of  Springfield,  and  Samuel  Partridge 
of  Hatfield  ;  following  him  came  Joseph  Hawley  and  Ca- 
leb Strong  of  Northampton,  and  these  five  men  were  the 
leaders  in  the  Colony,  the  Province  and  the  State.  From 
1650  to  1819,  their  names  are  closely  interwoven  with  the 
local  history  of  the  valley,  and  no  narrative  of  the  forma- 
tive period  of  the  Commonwealth,  especially  of  its  western 
section,  is  complete  without  a  recital  of  the  part  they  per- 
formed in  establishi]ig  the  institutions  that  gave  prosperity 
and  permanence  to  the  whole  country. 

Loyal  to  the  King.  Very  little  can  be  gleaned  concerning  the 
legislative  career  of  Col.  Stoddard.  He 
was  a  staunch  supporter  of  royalty,  and  made  himself  ob- 
noxious by  his  i)roiiounced  opinions  in  favor  of  the  preroga- 
tive. The  spirit  of  liberty  that  finally  threw  off  the  bur- 
den of  kingly  government,  implanted  when  the  first  emi- 
grants landed  on  these  shores,  was  already  taking  strong 
hold  upon  the  people.     Many  chafed  under  the  restrictions 
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of  parliament,  and  the  rights  claimed  by  the  King.  Few- 
denied  the  authority  of  the  mother  country,  and  still  fewer 
were  ready  o]jenly  to  contest  it.  Yet  there  was  an  under- 
current of  opposition  to  many  of  the  arbitrary  enactments 
of  King  and  Parliament,  with  an  occasional  surface  mani- 
festation, indicating  the  tendency  of  thought  and  action 
in  the  direction  that  eventually  established  a  nation  of 
freemen.  It  was  the  party  of  freedom  springing  into  ex- 
istence. In  opposition  to  it,  though  equally  patriotic,  was 
the  party  of  the  prerogative,  wdiicli  believed  in  securing 
their  rights  by  endurance  and  good-will,  rather  than  by  op- 
position and  defiance.  To  this  latter  party  Col.  Stoddard 
belonged.  His  connection  with  it  brought  defeat  upon  him 
on  "divers  occasions,"  both  local  and  legislatiA^e,  and 
finally  in  the  next  generation,  developing  into  toryism, 
cost  his  sons  much  personal  inconvenience.  He  supported 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land  as  he  found  it,  with  all  the 
inflexible  will  and  stubborn  persistence,  so  characteristic  of 
the  family  to  which  he  belonged.  Evidently  Col.  Stoddard 
was  a  strong  friend  of  Gov.  Shirley,  ^  and  no  doubt  shared 
his  views  respecting  the  authority  of  the  British  govern- 
ment. ^ 

Legislative  Duties.  Tliougli  nothing  appears  to  show  positively 
the  position  taken  by  Col.  Stoddard  upon 
any  of  the  important  questions  in  agitation  while  he  was 
a  member  of  the  legislature,  his  opinions  and  counsel  were 
evidently  considered  of  value  upon  financial  matters,  and 
his  name  is  frequently  to  be  found  upon  committees  hav- 
ing those  subjects  in  charge.     In  1736,  the  currency  was  in 

1  "To  the  convention  at  Albany  came  William  Shirley,  already  for  seven  years 
governor  of  Massachusetts  :  an  English  lawyer,  artful,  needy,  and  ambitious;  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church  of  England  ;  indifferent  to  the  laws  and  the  peculiar  faith  of  the 
people  whom  he  governed,  appointed  originally  to  restore  or  introduce  British 
authority,  and  more  relied  upon  than  any  crown  ofBcer  in  America." — Bancroft's 
History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  4,  p.  26,  ed.  1852. 

2  In  this  connection  'iomes  in  appropriately  the  often  quoted  anecdote  related  by 
President  Dwight  :  —  "  Once  when  Gov.  Shirley  had  a  part}'  dining  with  him,  a  ser- 
vant came  into  the  room  and  informed  the  Governor  that  a  Gentleman  at  the  gate 
wished  to  speak  with  him.  '  Ask  the  Gentleman  to  come  in,"  said  the  Governor. 
'  I  did  Sir,'  said  the  servant,  ■  but  he  said  that  he  could  not  stay.'  The  company 
were  not  a  little  surprised,  nor  less  indignant,  at  behaviour,  which  they  thought  so 
disrespectful  to  the  chief  magistrate.  'What  is  the  gentleman's  name'  said  the 
Governor.  'I  think,'  said  the  servant,  'he  told  me  his  name  was  Stoddard.'  'Is 
it,'  said  the  Governor.  '  Excuse  me  Gentlemen,  if  it  is  Col.  Stoddard  I  must  go  to 
him.'  "— Dwighfs  Travels,  vol.  1,  p.  33'2. 
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a  bad  condition.  Gov.  Belclier.  in  liis  message  to  the  legis- 
lature at  the  November  session,  stated  that  bills  of  credit 
had  "sunk  near  three  parts  in  four  from  what  they  passed 
at  when  bills  of  that  sort  were  iirst  issued."'  Consequently 
finance  was  the  most  important  matter  upon  which  legisla- 
tion was  required.  In  December,  Col.  Stoddard,  chairman 
of  the  committee  relating  to  bills  of  credit,  made  a  report 
which  was  ordered  to  be  ])rinted  for  the  use  of  the  legisla- 
ture and  the  people.  This  report,  while  it  embodied  much 
that  was  subsequently  enacted  hj  the  legislature,  was  not 
adopted  at  that  session. 

He  had  Mauy  Ene-     Col.  Stoddard  was  uot  witliout  cuemics,  and 
■^i<^*-  many  a  bitter  contest  he  waged  with  them 

in  his  native  town.  An  occasional  sentence 
in  his  official  corres^jondence  reveals  the  only  glimpse  that 
can  be  obtained  of  this  feature  of  his  life,  and  these  casual 
allusions  are  always  in  answer  to  the  suggestions,  innuen- 
does, or  inquiries  of  others,  never  by  way  of  personal  com- 
plaint. ' 

The  Village  Mag-      Apparently  he  was  an  aristocrat  of  the  aris- 
nate.  tocrats.     Allied  to  the  older  and  wealthier 

families  among  the  settlers,  accustomed  to 
deference  in  a  community  where  wealth  and  ability  were 
passports  to  respect,  as  well  as  to  the  highest  seats  in  the 
meeting-house,  possessing  magisterial  as  well  as  military 
honor,  he  was  in  verity  the  village  magnate,  the  old-time 
English  squire  of  the  community.  Unquestionably  active 
in  all  matters  of  importance  to  the  town,  fearless  and  out- 
spoken wherever  interested,  bringing  down  upon  himself 
the  denunciations  of  his  opponents,  he  yet  never  descended 
to  the  petty  meanness  of  the  demagogue  or  village  politi- 
cian. Honorable  and  aboveboard,  he  stood  firmly  upon 
the  principles  of  truth,  honesty,  and  fair  dealing.  At 
times  defeated,  but  more  often  successful,  he  never  sought 

1  A  single  illustrative  manifestation  of  vindictiveness,  though  of  little  signifi- 
cance to  the  subject  of  it,  is  found  in  the  following  extract  from  the  court  records 
of  the  year  174ti.  It  was  when  the  war  was  in  progress,  the  grip  of  the  military  every- 
where applied,  and  much  "applejack"  in  circulation  :  — John  Adams  Jr.  of  Suffield, 
indicted  for  profane  swearing,  was  accused  of  saying  :     "  Col.  Stoddard  is  a  cussed 

lazy  devil ;  he  sits  there  (Northampton),  on  his  cussed ;  it  was  his  devlish  cussed 

doings  that  those  forts  were  built  and  that  them  at  Fort  Massachusetts  were  taken.'* 
He  was  fined  5s.,  but  appealed. — Judd  MSS. 
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to  revenge  himself  iii)oii  bis  competitors.  Tliongh  he  held 
high  judicial  honors,  they  never  elfaced  his  military  title, 
and  he  was  most  familiarly  known  to  the  end  of  his  life  as 
Col.  John  Stoddard.  A  firm  friend  and  welcome  counsel- 
lor of  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  it  is  highly  ])rol)able  that  a 
different  result  might  have  been  reached  in  that  memorable 
controversy,  had  he  then  been  living.  ^ 

Testimony  of  Thomas     Tliougli  liis  duties  Were  multifarious,  and 
Hutchinsciu.  f;\^Q  cares  of  official  life  incessant  and  ex- 

acting, his  fame  as  a  statesman  is  eclipsed 
by  that  of  none  of  his  contemporaries.  Thomas  Hutchin- 
son, historian  of  Massachusetts,  bears  the  following  testi- 
mony to  his  character  :  — 

"  There  have  been  but  few  men  among  us  who  have  been  more  gen- 
erally esteemed.  His  enemies  would  charge  him  with  unconstitutional 
principles,  but  at  the  same  time  allow  he  had  an  upright  heart.  He 
shined  only  in  affairs  of  importance,  lesser  matters  would  frequently 
be  carried  against  his  mind  by  the  little  acts  and  crafts  of  minute  poli- 
ticians, which  he  disdained  to  defeat  by  counter  woi-king.  He  was 
very  early  employed  in  public  affairs.  In  1713,  he  went  as  a  comissary 
to  Quebec  for  the  redemption  of  captives,  and  the  several  governours 
to  the  time  of  his  death  entrusted  to  his  direction  the  military  affairs 
of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  which  in  time  of  war  was  peculiarly  ex- 
posed. Nor  was  his  authority  less  in  civil  matters.  Both  military  and 
civil  authority  he  used  with  great  discretion.  In  this  latter,  in  one 
instance,  he  rather  exceeded,  extending  it  to  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  the 
town  of  Springfield  farther  than  he  could  well  justify.  Our  best  men 
have  sometimes  exceeded  in  their  zeal  for  particular  systems,  and  have 
endeavored  to  promote  religion  by  invading  natural  and  civil  rights." - 

Case  of  Rev.  Mr.      The  abovc  allusiou  to  intermeddling  in  ec- 
^i'*'^k-  clesiastical  affairs  refers  to  the  case  of  Rev. 

John  Breck  of  Springfield.  In  October.  1735, 
Mr.  Breck  was  charged  with  heresy,  and  an  attempt  was 
made  to  prevent  his  settlement  after  a  council  of  ministers, 
convened  for  that  purpose,  had  assembled.  His  opponents 
first  applied  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  a  warrant 
to  arrest  the  council,  which  the  Justices  refused.  But  they 
afterwards  issued  one  for  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Breck,  and  he 

1  Mr.  Edwards  states  that  he  intended  to  submit  to  Col.  Stoddard  a  full  statement 
of  his  peculiar  views  upon  the  question  which  cost  him  his  pastorate,  before  taking 
a  decided  stand  upon  it.  but  the  occasion  for  such  an  exposition  did  not  occur  till 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Stoddard.— Dwight's  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  314. 

2  Hutchinson's  History  of  Massachusetts,  vol.  2,  p.  386. 
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was  sent  back  to  Connecticut  for  trial,  where  his  heretical 
sentiments  had  been  promulgated.  The  Justices  held  that 
Mr.  Breck  had  violated  the  law  against  atheism  and  blas- 
phemy. The  Connecticut  courts  refused  to  interfere,  and 
he  came  back  to  Springfield  and  was  installed.  In  173C, 
the  matter  was  brought  before  the  Legislature,  and  the 
Justices  cited  to  ap]:)ear.  The  General  Court  decided  in 
favor  of  the  legality  of  the  council,  and  mildly  censured 
the  Judges. 

Opinion  of  Rev.  Jon-       ' '  No  man  in  Massacliusetts  Bay  j^ossessed 
athan  Edwards.  the  Same  Weight  of  character  during  the 

last  twenty  years  of  his  life  ;"  and  it  may 
be  said,  almost  literally,  that  "after  him  men  spake  not 
again.'' ^  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards  preached  his  funeral 
sermon,  more  correctly  named  funeral  eulogy.  It  charac- 
terises him  as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  of  his  day. 
Something  must  be  conceded  to  the  relationship  existing 
between  the  two  men  (Mr.  Edwards'  mother  being  sister  to 
Col.  Stoddard),  but  even  then  there  remains  little  to  dis- 
count from  the  verdict  of  the  eminent  divine.  Honest  and 
faithful  himself.  Col.  Stoddard  abhorred  meanness  or  du- 
plicity in  others.  President  Edwards  says  of  him,  "But 
though  he  was  exalted  above  others  in  greatness  and  abili- 
ties of  mind,  and  feared  not  the  faces  of  men  ;  yet  he 
feared  God.  In  private  life  he  was  a  most  faithful  friend, 
counsellor  and  assistant." 

Characteristics.  A  persou  of  excellcut  natural  abilities,  ma- 
tured in  the  stirring  and  unsettled  times 
that  followed  the  French  and  Indian  War  of  Queen  Anne's 
reign,  he  became  at  once  a  man  of  action  and  resources. 
Called  in  early  life  to  important  duties,  he  acquired  grave 
and  studious  habits,  by  which  he  ])rofited  in  many  ways. 
Thrown  much  in  company  of  the  leading  men  of  the  colo- 
ny, the  principles  of  sound  government  were  deeply  im- 
pressed upon  his  mind,  and  he  was  steadfast  and  immova- 
ble in  his  political  sentiments  when  satisfied  that  right  and 
justice  pointed  out  the  way. 

1     Dwii;ht's  Travels,  vol.  1,  p.  *32. 
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His  Death.  He  died  in  Boston  of  apoplexy  June  15*'', 

1748,  while  in  attendance  at  a  session  of  the 
General  Court,  and  was  buried  in  that  city.  Contact  with 
the  world,  and  familiarity  with  the  best  society  of  the  day, 
cultivated  a  taste  for  the  better  things  of  every-day  life, 
which  wealth  enabled  him  in  a  great  measure  to  gratify. 
It  is  an  historical  fact,  quoted  sometimes  in  derision,  that 
he  possessed  the  first,  and  for  a  time,  the  only  gold  watch 
in  Northampton.     It  was  valued  at  £150. 

Items  from  the  In-  Tlie  inventory  of  his  estate  reveals  the  fact 
ventory  of  his  that  lie  had  many  articles  of  comfort  and 
convenience  (in  addition  to  the  gold  watch), 
then  not  to  be  found  among  the  majority  of  his  townsmen. 
Apparently  his  family  was  among  the  first  in  town  to  make 
use  of  tea.  The  tea-pot,  tea-kettle,  cups  and  saucers,  in- 
ventoried as  belonging  to  his  estate,  were  the  first  known 
to  have  been  used  in  Northampton.  Tea  was  introduced 
here  between  17"'i9  and  17-48,  but  probably  very  few  persons 
used  it  before  the  latter  date.  Among  the  noticeable  arti- 
cles enumerated  in  the  inventory,  which  were  not  then  in 
general  use,  were  earthen  bowls,  plates,  mugs,  and  a  sugar 
dish.  Crockery  was  quite  rare,  and  was  seldom  found 
among  the  people  till  some  years  later.  Col.  Stoddard's 
real  estate  was  valued  at  £18,238,  and  his  personal  property 
at  £17,191,  the  whole  aggregating  £35,432,  which  if  ap- 
praised in  Old  Tenor,  equal  to  45s.  to  the  dollar,  would 
reduce  values  to  a  little  more  than  $15,000.  Among  the 
funeral  charges  were  £40  for  f)rinting  the  funeral  sermon, 
£49.8  for  funeral  rings,  and  £14.10  for  gloves. 

His  Family.  Col.  Johu  Stoddard  married  Prudence  Ches- 

ter of  Wethersfield,  Ct..  in  1731.  Ten  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them— four  daughters  and  six  sons — five 
of  whom  survived  their  father.  His  daughters  were  edu- 
cated in  Boston,  their  teacher  being  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Turner.  They  would  ride  to  Boston  on  horseback,  some- 
times on  a  pillion  liehind  their  father  or  some  other  person, 
and  occasionally  on  a  side-saddle.  Of  three  daughters, 
who  came  to  the  age  of  maturity,  Mary,  the  elder,  married 
Col.   John  Worthington  of  Springfield  ;  the  second,  Pru- 
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dence,  married  Ezekiel  Williams  of  Wetliersfield  :  and  the 
third,  Esther,  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  78.  Of  the 
sons,  Solomon  who  lived  in  Northampton,  was  a  man  of 
mnch  ability,  and  for  many  years  occupied  the  position  of 
Register  of  Probate  ;  he  died  in  Northampton  at  the  age 
of  94.  Israel,  the  younger,  removed  to  Pittsfield,  where 
he  died  about  1785.  Both  adopted  the  political  sentiments 
of  their  father,  and  had  a  falling  out  with  the  whigs  dur- 
ing revolutionary  times. 

Residence.  Col.   Stoddard  lived  on  the  old  homestead 

of  his   father    on    Prospect  Street,    which 
descended  to  him  by  will. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

NEW    SCHOOLS — DIVISION   OF  THE   ADDITIONAL   GRANT, 

Schools  Carefully      NEITHER  the   excitemeiit  of  existing  war- 
xurtured.  f^pe    iior    tlie    pecuniary    embarrassments 

caused  thereby,  were  sufficient  absolutely 
to  absorb  the  attention  of  the  community.  In  the  multi- 
plicity of  rapidly  recurring  events,  when  the  military  en- 
grossed all  other  interests,  the  improvement  and  enlarge- 
ment of  schools  and  school  methods  was  not  overlooked. 
The  citizens  dealt  generously  by  them,  providing  extra 
teachers  and  establishing  new  schools  in  all  sections,  when- 
ever their  need  was  made  apparent.  Laggard  only  in  the 
matter  of  heating,  they  were  liberal  and  progressive  in 
every  other  respect.  Yet  the  town  was  constantly  endea^'^■=^ 
oring  to  supply  this  defect.  The  reiteration  of  votes  to 
compel  people  to  keep  the  schoolmaster's  woodpile  intact, 
has  almost  become ,  burdensome  in  this  narrative,  yet  in 
1746,  it  was  found  necessary  again  to  act  upon  the  matter. 
This  time  it  was  ordered  that  every  parent  "  sending  a  boy 
to  school,"  must  follow  him  within  ten  days  with  a  load  of 
wood,  or  pay  a  fine  of  5s. 

The  Town  Boards  Another  change  for  the  better  was  adopted 
the  Schoolmaster,  the  uext  year.  Heretofore  school-teachers 
had  paid  tlieir  board  bills  from  their  sal- 
ary. Probably  they  "boarded  round,"  at  the  homes  of 
their  scholars  ;  and  the  parents  paid  a  portion  of  their 
school  rates  by  that  means  ;  but  now  a  new  system  was  put 
in  practice.  In  1747,  the  town  assumed  that  expense.  The 
first  item  of  that  kind  on  the  treasurer's  account  is  a  pay- 
ment of  £14.7  to  Moses  Lyman  for  boarding  Nathaniel 
Taylor,  who  taught  school  at  the  center,  from  October  to 
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the  following  April.  This  was  in  addition  to  the  salary, 
which  amounted  to  £60  for  the  half  year.  No  vote  appears 
ordering  any  such  change,  and  there  is  nothing  to  sliow  by 
what  authority  it  was  made.  Possibly  the  rapid  deprecia- 
tion in  value  of  Bills  of  Credit  had  something  to  do  with 
the  matter.  From  that  time,  similar  payments  were  made 
annuall3^  applying  to  all  sections  of  the  town.  It  may  be 
surmised  that  this  change  affected  the  schoolmaster  in 
many  ways.  Not  only  was  he  benefited  pecuniarily,  but 
his  social  standing  was  greatly  improved  by  familiar  asso- 
ciation with  tlie  families  of  the  town's  best  citizens.  Wliat- 
-ever  may  have  been  his  position  previous  to  this  action,  he 
certainly  found  a  home  afterwards  in  such  households  as 
those  of  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy,  Caleb  Strong,  Rev.  Mr. 
Hooker,  Joseph  Hawley,  John  Hunt  and  Thomas  Allen. 
Undoubtedly  the  society  of  these  young  men,  most  of  them 
college  graduates,  was  much  sought  by  the  cultivated 
among  the  inhabitants,  especially  when  accompanied  by  an 
occasional  warrant  upon  the  town  treasury.  In  a  letter 
written  to  his  wife  during  the  campaign  of  1755,  Col.  Pom- 
eroy sends  his  "  service  to  Sr.  Ely,"  meaning  Richard  Ely, 
schoolmaster,  then  boarding  in  his  family.  The  price 
allowed  varied  from  4s.,  4s.  8d.,  to  5s.  per  week. 

New  Schools  E  s  -      Two  scliools  Were  established  in  the  so  called 
tabiished.  outer   districts,    in    1743  ;    five   years  after- 

wards a  still  further  extension  was  made, 
and  three  more  were  provided,  this  time  literally  in  ''the 
remote  parts  of  the  town."  In  December,  1748,  the  town 
voted  that  schools  should  be  kept  "for  the  instruction  of 
■children  in  reading  and  writing,  viz.  :  one  upon  the  Plain, 
•one  over  Mill  River,  one  at  Pascommuck,  one  at  Bartlett's 
Mill,  and  one  at  the  new  Precinct,  at  the  cost  of  the  town.'' 
The  two  first  named  were  identical  with  those  instituted 
three  years  before,  the  others  were  new. 

Improvements  in      Still  further  progress  was  in  contemplation, 
the  Schools  Sug-     g^j-^j    during   the   succeeding   year   another 

gested.    New  o     ./ 

School -House     stcp  in  advauce  was  suggested.     Early  in 
Ordered.  1749,  a  Committee  consisting  of  Col.  Timo- 

thy Dwight,  Mr.  Joseph  Hawley,  and  Samuel  Mather,  was 
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appointed  "'  to  Consider  witli  respect  to  tlie  Ijetter  Regula- 
tion of  our  School,  to  project  Some  way  tliat  our  School 
for  the  future  may  be  more  advantageous  and  profitable 
for  the  Education  of  our  Children."  The  following  Janu- 
ary this  committee  reported  as  follows  :  — 

''Th.at  the  Town  Erect  a  new  School  House  near  Elisha  Pomeroy's 
trading  Shop,  that  Shall  be  Ver}'  warm  and  Convenient,  for  writers, 
Grrammar  Scholars,  and  Arithmeticians  as  its  likely  they  may  be  in 
Town  to  be  Instructed,  and  tliat  there  be  for  the  future,  two  School- 
masters maintain'd  in  Town  in  the  Winter  Season  in  the  middle  of  the 
Town,  viz  :  —  one  to  which  Grammar  Scholars  and  Arithmeticians  and 
writers  Shall  be  Sent,  the  other  to  which,  the  Readers,  or  English 
Scholars  Shall  be  Sent :  and  in  the  Summer  Season,  there  be  but  one 
School  maintained,  viz:  —  the  Grammar  School  to  which  Scholars  of 
all  Sorts  Shall  be  Sent  Untill  the  Season  grows  Cold  &  that  then,  there 
be  two  again  as  afores'd  ;  &  that  for  the  future  any  provision  for 
Schools  in  the  Remote  parts  of  the  Town  be  omitted." 

The  above  Vote      Tliis  report  was  acccptcd,  and  Lieut.  Noah 
Rescinded.  Wright  and  Mr.  Ebenezer  Hunt  were  added 

to  the  committee,  which  was  instructed  to 
consider  what  kind  of  a  house  should  be  built.  This  was 
rather  a  one-sided  proposition,  both  as  regards  the  charac- 
ter and  location  of  the  schools.  It  provided  solely  for  the 
enlargement  of  one  department,  and  omitted  the  outlying 
districts  altogether.  When  the  people  in  the  outskirts 
began  to  realize  the  true  position  in  which  they  had  been 
Xilaced  hj  this  decision,  that  they  must  either  do  without 
schools  or  send  their  children  to  the  center  of  the  town, 
they  rallied,  and  at  the  following  March  meeting  the 
former  vote  was  reconsidered  and  rescinded. 

still  further  Changes     Tliis    agitatioii    of    the    scliool    qucstion 

for  t  h  e  Better  i  n     ^^Mle  it  failed  to  better  the  schools  in  one 

section  at  the  expense  of  those  elsewhere, 

resulted   in   good    to   them    all.      In    1750.    an   order   was 

adopted  to  provide 

"  some  meet  person  to  assist  the  Gramm''  school  master  in  teaching 
the  Writers  and  English  readers,  And  that  English  School  masters 
shall  be  provided  for  the  2''  Precinct  and  the  Farms,  and  that  the 
school  money  already  granted  to  the  2'  Precinct  be  used  for  the  paying 
for  the  schooling  of  the  youths  of  sd  precinct."' 

It  was  also  voted  to  build  a  school-house  in  the  second 
precinct.     The  next  year  the  same  assistant  was  continued. 
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and  an  allowance  voted  for  schools  in  tlie  second  precinct 
and  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  first  precinct.  In  1752, 
English  schools  were  established  at  Pascommuck  and  at 
Bartlett's  Mill,  and  an  nsher  provided  for  the  grammar 
school,  to  assist  "Mr.  Street  in  teaching  reading  and  Avrit- 
ing."  It  was  also  voted  that  a  separate  room  should  be 
provided  for  the  nsher.  Here  was  another  forward  step. 
The  "nsher,"  apparently  more  competent  than  the  "assist- 
ant," who  had  tanght  nnder  the  eye  of  the  head-master, 
was  to  keep  an  independent  school,  in  reality  forming  two 
schools  at  the  center.  A  room  was  hired  for  the  nsher  in 
the  honse  of  Samnel  Jndd  on  Pleasant  Street.  There  was 
still  a  strong  party  in  favor  of  a  new  school-honse  at  the 
center,  and  the  proposition  to  bnild  one  there  was  defeated 
by  a  majority  of  only  three  votes  the  same  year. 

Girls  Excluded  from  In  tliis  agitation  of  the  school  question 
the  Public  Schools.  j^q  reference  has  been  made  to  the  ednca- 
tion  of  girls,  the  accepted  inference  being 
that  their  schooling  was  neglected  because  they  were  not 
admitted  to  the  town  schools.  The  first  schools  in  New 
England  were  not  free.  Only  a  portion  of  the  master's 
salary  was  paid  by  the  town  ;  the  rest,  as  many  facts  already 
cited  abundantly  prove,  was  collected  of  the  parents. 
While  the  education  of  boys  was  amply  provided  for,  that 
of  the  girls,  left  to  their  parents,  was  by  no  means 
neglected.  Though  some  of  the  wealthier  citizens,  like 
Col.  Stoddard,  educated  their  daughters  in  Boston,  private 
schools  for  girls  were  kept  at  the  houses  of  the  inhabitants 
in  all  sections  of  the  town.  The  girls  within  certain  limits 
would  gather  at  one  of  the  farm-houses,  and  the  wife  or 
some  other  member  of  the  family  was  paid  for  teaching 
them.  Co-education  of  the  sexes  was  as  slow  in  coming 
into  practice  in  primitive  schools  as  it  has  been  in  more 
modern  days  in  colleges  and  scientific  institutions.  No 
attempt  to  admit  girls  into  the  town  schools  was  made  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

Bills  of  Credit  De-      So  great  had  been  the  depreciation  of  Bills 

preciatiug.  of    Credit  that  in    1747,   action   was   taken 

upon  the  matter  in  town-meeting.      "The 

Question  Was  put,  whether  the  Town  will  take  Something 


1740.]     NEW    SCHOOLS — DIVISION   OF   ADDITIONAL   GRANT.      183 

of  [olT]  tlie  persons  that  have  the  bills  of  the  Town  Upon 
Interest,  on  the  Consideration  of  the  Sinking  or  the  depre- 
ciating of  the  hills,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative."  It 
was  voted  that  the  treasurer  "shall  take  £2  per  cent  per 
annnm  for  the  last  year  Ending  in  May  last."  The  town 
treasurer  was  also  directed  to  "let  out  the  bills  for  this 
year  Coming  as  Old  Ten""  bills  at  the  rate  of  £6  upon  the 
Hundred  for  Interest  and  at  the  rate  of  £2  Upon  the  Hun- 
dred for  their  depreciating,  or  Sinking  in  their  Value." 
The  money  "produced  by  the  sale  of  the  school  lands," 
was  voted  to  be  "let  out  upon  interest,"  at  the  same  rate, 
"the  town  running  the  risque  of  the  depreciating  of  the 
bills." 

Liberty  Granted  to  Liberty  was  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Second  Pre-  the  sccoud  preciuct  "to  sell  200  acres  of 
land  on  the  back  side  of  Whiteloaf  hills 
that  was  formerly  sequestered  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
said  precinct,  which  land  with  300  more  formerly  granted 
them  was  to  be  in  lieu  of  their  right  and  interest  in  or  to 
the  land  lying  in  the  meadow  or  common  field  in  North- 
ampton, sequestered  for  the  ministry  provided  they  relin- 
quish their  right  or  interest  in  or  to  the  land  sequestered 
lying  in  the  1*'  Precinct  Sc  do  aquit  and  discharge  the  same 
from  all  demands  of  or  from  the  2''  parish  in  said  town  on 
account  of  said  sequestered  land  lying  in  the  1^'  precinct." 

Additional  Grant  In  1702,^  B,  triangular  tract  of  land  contain- 
Divided.  Rule  j^g  about  3,000  acrcs,  lying  between  North- 
ampton, Springfield,  and  Westfield,  was 
granted  by  the  General  Court  to  Northampton  and  West- 
field.  After  forty-six  years'  possession  as  common  land, 
a  proposition  was  made  in  town-meeting  for  its  sale  or 
division.  This  was  promptly  negatived,  but  at  the  after- 
noon session  that  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  the  matter 
postponed  till  January  30'*',  174^.  At  that  meeting,  "after 
the  matter  was  thoroughly  debated,"  the  decision  was 
reached  to  divide  all  the  land  in  the  "additional  grant." 
In  February,  rules  for  the  division  were  adopted,  a  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  ordered,  and  a  list  of  the  polls  and 

1    See  vol.  1,  p.  465. 


184  HISTORY    OF   NORTHAMPTON.  [1749. 

estates  upon  which  the  division  was  based,  was  entered 
upon  the  record.  It  was  provided  that  all  the  polls  of  the 
'•  Inhabitants  that  have  not  been  warned  out  of  Town," 
should  be  rated  at  £10.  All  persons  under  21  years  of  age 
should  be  accounted  to  their  parents  or  masters,  and  the 
valuation  added  to  the  list.  The  rule  of  division  was  as 
follows  :  — 

"  That  the  Sum  Each  person  is  assessed  at  this  year  in  this  Town 
with  the  addition  of  the  Poll  or  Polls  he  pays  for  respectively,  Shall  be 
the  rule  to  determine  Each  persons  Right  or  proportion  by,  Exclusive 
of  Such  as  are  Excluded  as  af ores'",  Excepting  that  when  the  Polls  or 
Estate  of  others  of  age,  are  Set  to  any  particular  person  of  a  family, 
Each  person  Shall  be  Entitled  to  his  respective  Share,  that  Notwith- 
standing and  that  when  any  Orphan  hath  any  Estate  rated  the  right 
for  Such  Estate  Shall  be  to  him  and  if  he  be  not  a  Servant  and  his  poll 
be  rated  that  Shall  be  to  Such  Orphan's  own  benefit,  also  excepting 
that  the  Rev.  M''  Jonathan  Edwards,  minister  of  the  first  Precinct,  & 
Rev.  M'  Jonathan  Judd,  minister  of  the  3'"  precinct.  Shall  be  admitted 
each  to  a  right  Equal  to  the  Sum  of  £100." 

Non-resident  taxpayers  were  also  to  have  the  rights  of 
their  estates.  Because  the  lots  were  small,  parties  were 
allowed  to  draw  together  by  one  number  if  they  could 
agree.  There  are  two  hundred  sixty  names  on  this  list, 
which  undoubtedly  includes  the  name  of  every  male  person 
in  Northampton  and  Southampton,  except  paupers  and 
transients, 

statistics  of  this      Annexed  is  the  list,  showing  the  number  of 

Division.  polls,  the  amouut  at  which  each  person  is 

rated,  the  owners  of  meadow-land,  and  the 

place  of  residence  of  every  male  inhabitant  of  the  original 

town  at  this  date  :  — 


Meadow 

Land. 

Polls. 

Estate.            Residence. 

Ezra  Clark 

1 

49    Plain  (Bridge  i 

173^ 

Josiah  Pomeroy 

2 

106 

t 

21J^ 

Abner  Lyman 

1 

100 

271.^ 

Ens.  Ebenezer  Sheldon 

3 

118 

2%% 

Nathaniel  Curtis  (Moses 

Wright) 

2 

65 

11 

Dea.  Ebenezer  Pomeroy 

2 

76 

33 

John  Wright 

3 

86 

17 

Hezekiah  Wright 

1 

43 

t 

9 

Sergt.  Joseph  Wright 

1 

Reuben  Wright 

1 

43 
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Acres 

Meadow 

Land. 

1 

Aaron  Wright 

17 

Gad  Lyman 

16 

Nathaniel  Edwards  Heirs 

25 

Lt.  William  Parsons 

Snpi)ly  Clapp 

Edward  Coats 

Amos  Loomis 

39 

Capt.  John  Lyman 

20 

Lt^  James  Lyman 

Jacob  Parsons 

12^^ 

Joseph  Alvord 

14 

Ebenezer  Wright  Jr.  (Father  and 

Brothers) 

John  Birge  Jr. 

54 

Elihu  Parsons 

Mrs.  Mercy  Parsons  (his  mother) 

Asa  Wright 

Timothy  Wright 

7K 

Ebenezer  Alvord 

Noah  Strong 

Capt.  Orlando  Bridgman 

15 

John  Bridgman 

20 

Ebenezer  Hawley 

31 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Hawley 

Mr.  Joseph  Hawley 

Lt.  Elisha  Hawley 

31 

Lt.  Nathaniel  Strong 

Nathaniel  Strong  Jr. 

Mrs.  Martha  Strong  (wid.  of 

Daniel) 

163^ 

Samuel  Sheldon 

29?4 

Samiael  Clarke 

34 

Lt.  Noah  Wright 

Isaac  Parsons 

Selah  Wright 

21K 

Abigail  Parsons  (wid.  Nathaniel) 

12H' 

Capt.  Preserved  Clapp 

5 

Eliphaz  Clapp 

20 

Joseph  Lyman 

7K 

Lt.  William  Lyman 

6 

Medad  Lyman 

25 

Lt.  Supply  Kingsley 

18 

Elizabeth  Strong  (wid.  Ebenezer) 

21J^ 

Capt.  Moses  Lyman 

35I4 

Mr.  Jonathan  Strong 

7 

Ensign  Caleb  Strong 

Polls. 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 

3 
2 

1 
2 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Estate. 

32 
137 

12 
205 

05 

01 

41 
147 

68 

56 

67 

90 

02 
138 

48 

34 

05 

34 

24 
118 

94 

42 

56 

117 

40 

41 

13 
110 

76 
130 

59 

32 

59 

34 

31 

167 

116 

9 

71 

88 
133 

85 
176 


Residence. 

Bridge  Street 


Back  of  Cemetery 
Hawley  Street 


Plain 


Pleasant  Street 
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Acres 
Meadow 

Land. 

Polls 

14 

Preserved  Bartlett 

3 

12 

Jonathan  Burt 

1 

19J^ 

Ebenezer  Bartlett 

1 

Aaron  Bartlett 

1 

10 

Benjamin  Bartlett 

1 

Joseph  Bascom 

1 

23 

William  Judd 

1 

^M 

Samuel  Judd 

1 

12 

William  Bartlett 

2 

Samuel  Mather 

1 

12K 

Ebenezer  Hunt 

2 

Bela  Strong 

1 

19 

Samuel  Marshall 

1 

Samuel  Marshall  Jr. 

1 

13 

Elisha  Pomeroy 

2 

5 

Maj.  Seth  Pomeroy 

3 

9 

Edward  Baker 

1 

1 

Saul  Alvord 

1 

Ephraim  Wright 

1 

11 

Elizabeth  Wright  (wid. 

Jonathan)  1 

5 

James  Searle 

1 

Elias  Strong 

1 

John  Strong 

1 

21 

Noah  Parsons 

2 

15 

Samuel  Kingsley 

1 

Gideon  Parsons 

4 

Wait  still  Strong 

3 

28 

Jonathan  Kingsley 

3 

37 

Nathaniel  Clark 

1 

Gideon  Clark 

3 

Selah  Clark 

IIJ^ 

Moses  Kingsley 
Isaac  Searle 

43-^ 

Asahel  Clap 
Aaron  Clap 

38 

Capt.  John  Clark 
Josiah  Clark  Jr. 
Timothy  Clark 
Seth  Clapp 

3 

39 

Lt.  Samuel  Clapp 

2 

7 

Ens.  John  Clapp 

1 

82 

Capt.  Roger  Clap 

4 

15 

Samuel  Edwards 

4 

29>4 

Katherine  Phelps  (wid. 

Nathaniel) 

Nathaniel  Phelps 

1 

Martin  Phelps 

1 

Estate.  Residence. 

57  Pleasant  Street 

41 

65 

8 
44 

48 
87 


76 

141 

146 

79 

74 

15 

174 

595 

89 

28 

108 

41 

7 

36 

8 

100 

100 

110 

88 

71 

36 

35 

46 

81 

24 

43 

38 

95 

40 

36 

39 

58 

49 

122 

79 

62 

59 

38 


Main  Street 


(corner) 


South  Street 
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Acres 

Meadow 

Land. 

Polls. 

Estate 

Residence. 

Nathaniel  Clark  Jr. 

59 

South 

Street 

18 

Jonathan  Strong  Jr. 

69 

" 

" 

28 

Ebenezer  Hutchinson 

82 

t( 

(i 

Samuel  Clapp  Jr.  (last  house) 

48 

" 

" 

5 

Daniel  Clark 

50 

" 

" 

48 

Mr.  John  Hunt  (New  Boston) 

227 

Elm 

Street 

28>| 

Mr.  Joseph  Hunt 

121 

" 

" 

Ebenezer  Clark  Jr. 

50 

" 

a 

Moses  Clark 

62 

" 

" 

4-7^ 

Capt.  John  Baker 

167 

" 

" 

3 

John  Baker  Jr. 

57 

n 

" 

Caleb  Clark 

80 

(t 

" 

Wid.  Sarah  Clark  (Caleb's  mother) 

46 

" 

" 

38K 

Lt.  Jonathan  Hunt 

4 

231 

" 

" 

Benjamin  Clark 

1 

43 

" 

" 

38 

Increase  Clark 

2 

146 

" 

a 

20 

Ens.  Josiah  Clark 

2 

97 

" 

" 

51 

Lt.  Ebenezer  Clark 

5 

218 

" 

" 

2Q% 

Dea.  Noah  Cook 

4 

70 

top  of  hill 

HM 

Noah  Clark 

3 

95 

West 

Street 

Seth  Clark 

1 

14 

27 

Samuel  Langton 

1 

94 

Obadiah  Frary 

1 

23 

19M 

Benjamin  Edwards 

1 

86 

Ebenezer  Edwards 

1 

106 

16>^ 

Israel  Rust 

2 

83 

3K 

Major  Ebenezer  Pomeroy 

1 

106 

Catholic  Church 

12 

Daniel  Pomeroy 

1 

113 

" 

" 

11 

Samuel  Baker 

1 

42 

Pancake  Plain 

9^ 

William  Phelps 

3 

54 

Prospect  Street 

16 

James  Hulbert 

33 

" 

" 

14 

Jonathan  Rust 

1 

45 

" 

" 

11 

Thomas  Allen 

1 

62 

(( 

(( 

Aaron  Baker 

1 

41 

" 

" 

8 

David  Burt 

3 

97 

(( 

" 

8 

Thomas  Burt 

2 

102 

" 

(( 

Joseph  Burt 

1 

7 

a 

" 

50 

Madame  Stoddard 

222 

" 

a 

14M 

Samuel  Phelps 

3 

67 

(( 

" 

John  Alvord 

2 

33 

" 

(( 

Jonathan  Alvord 

1 

18 

" 

" 

Zebadiah  Alvord 

1 

12 

(1 

i( 

7 

Lt.  John  Miller 

2 

82 

King 

Street 

Eleazar  Burt 

1 

89 

" 

a 

John  Frary 

1 

13 

" 

" 

7 

Ebenezer  Phelps 

1 

79 

(( 

n 
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Acres 

Meadow 

Land. 

7  Joseph  Phelps 
Benjamin  Parsons 

12  Eleazar  King 

9  Joseph  Allen 

8  Samuel  Allen 
19  Hezekiah  Root 
12  Daniel  King 

63^    Medad  King 

Lt.  Elisha  Strong 
24        Hope  Root 

Stephen  Root 

Aaron  Root 
12        Enoch  Southwell 

Mark  Warner 

Mark  Warner  Jr. 

Daniel  Warner 

Elisha  Warner 
7%    Noah  Bridgman 

7  Abigail  King  (wid.  John) 
Wid.  Hannah  Phelps  (2^  wife  Sam'l) 
Caleb  Wright 
Israel  Sheldon 

3        Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards 

23  Timothy  Dwight  Esq. 
Timothy  Dwight  Jr. 

30        Samuel  Courtis 
5        John  Hannum 
5        Benjamin  Alvord 
16        John  Allexander's  Heirs 

Ithamar  Clark 

Samuel  Allexander 
47        Mr.  Josiah  Parsons 

Seth  Strong 
21        Ensign  Gideon  Lyman 

Jemima  Wright  (wid.  Samuel) 
30        Lt.  Benjamin  Sheldon 
13^^    SamiTel  Hannum 

9  Samuel  Clesson 
Nathaniel  Day 

23^2  Jerijah  Strong  Jr. 

5  Zebadiah  Miller 

8  Ebenezer  Burt 
8  Aaron  Miller 

24  John  Miller 
Thomas  Judd 
Elias  Lyman 


Jlls. 

Estate 

Res 

ideuce. 

12 

King 

St!'eet 

1 

100 

2 

63 

1 

85 

1 

60 

3 

112 

2 

73 

2 

44 

1 

46 

1 

36 

1 

43 

1 

48 

1 

34 

1 

16 

1 

I 

1 

3 

I) 

31 
12 
16 

1 

2 

1 

10 
100 

w 

(( 

2 

115 

Market 

Street 

1 

56 
83 

it 

;; 

1 

30 

" 

(( 

1 

43 

47 

(f 

1 

23 

" 

a 

1 

" 

" 

2 

154 

'• 

1 

62 

" 

(( 

2 

143 

" 

1 

" 

(f 

2 

143 

" 

n 

52 

" 

'  a 

1 

20 

a 

n 

1 

7 

•' 

" 

1 

68 

•' 

(( 

1 

17 

.( 

" 

1 

44 

" 

" 

17 

King 

Street 

2 

74 

^ 

" 

3 

51 

'South 

Farms 

1 

105 

" 

" 

1749.J     NEW   SCHOOLS — DIVISION  OF   ADDITIONAL   GRANT.     189 


Acres 

Meadow 

Land. 

Polls. 

Estate. 

Resideuce. 

William  Wait 

2 

77 

South   Farms 

Ebenezer  Wait 

27 

ii 

Nathaniel  Kentfield 

3 

.; 

29}i 

John  Parsons 
Wid.  Sarah  Parsons 

51 
49 

"                  " 

2^ 

Daniel  Alexander 

43 

a 

Noah  Clark  Jr. 

48 

((                  (( 

Abigail  Wharton 

21 

i. 

16)^ 

Samuel  Janes 

141 

Easthampton 

3K 

Lt.  Elisha  Searl 

71 

u 

16 

Ebenezer  Ferry 
Josiah  Searl 
Eliakim  Clark 

71 
26 
37 

12 

Robert  Danks 
Ephraim  Danks 
Benoni  Danks 
Zadoc  Danks 
Joseph  Wright  Jr. 
Titus  Wright 

36 
34 
30 
22 
45 
14 

N 

a                  n 

8M 

David  Bartlett 
Jonathan  Clapp 

11 
140 

u                   i; 

Jonathan  Wait 

2 

47 

(1                   a 

5K 

Joseph  Bartlett 

1 

287 

" 

20K 

Benjamin  Lyman 

2 

30 

" 

Benjamin  Lyman 

34 

Southampton 

Rev.  Jonathan  Judd 

100 

a                   a 

12>^ 

Dea.  Stephen  Wright 

3 

76 

a                   (> 

5 

Eldad  Pomeroy 

3 

47 

a                   a 

5 

Samuel  Pomeroy  (Dec^) 

75 

" 

Caleb  Pomeroy 

1 

17 

((                  a 

Simeon  Pomeroy 

1 

"                  " 

Ebenezer  Pomeroy 

1 

10 

" 

Elisha  Pomeroy 

1 

10 

(i                    a 

Joshua  Pomeroy 

1 

10 

"                    " 

Samuel  Pomeroy 

1 

11 

" 

Roger  Clapp  Jr. 

1 

22 

n                   a 

Ebenezer  French 

1 

9 

" 

Jonathan  Clark 

1 

32 

'• 

Ebenezer  Corse 

1 

31 

•  <                          iC 

Eleazar  Hannum 

3 

32 

«(                   a 

Ebenezer  Kingsley 

2 

25 

it                  (1 

Nathan  Lyman 

1 

24 

i<                   (( 

Jonathan  Bascom 

1 

17 

" 

Stephen  Sheldon 

1 

31 

((                   a 

Wid.  Mary  Sheldon 

29 

'it                   (t 

Noah  Pixley  (deceased) 

14 

i(                   a 
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Acres 
Meadow- 
Land. 


Polls. 


Estate. 
10 


Residence. 
Southampton 


Elisha  Clark  (deceased) 

Nathaniel  Searl  Jr. 

Eliphaz  Searl 
3        Wid.  Miriam  Strong 

John  Wait 

John  Wait  Jr. 
163^    Dea.  Waitstill  Strong 

Thomas  Porter 
3)^    Nathaniel  Searl  Sen. 

Joseph  Clark's  Heirs 

Dea.  John  Clark  Jr. 

Aaron  Clark 

Samuel  Danks 

Ichabod  Strong  • 

Elias  Lyman 

Stephen  Root 

Samuel  Burt 
21^     Moses  Wright's  Heirs 

Phinehas  King 
2%    Samuel  King 

6        Thankful  Alexander  6       Non-Resident 

8        Lydia  Dickinson  16  Hatfield 

In  the  above  table  tlie  number  of  acres  of  meadow-land 
assigned  to  each  person  is  taken  from  the  apportionment 
for  the  m.eadow  fence  assessed  in  1744,  five  years  before  the 
additional  grant  was  divided,  and  is  believed  to  include  all 
the  owners  at  that  time.  In  a  few  instances  the  number  of 
acres  belonging  to  an  individual  is  not  carried  out  on  the 
original  record,  and  there  were  several  non-residents,  whose 
names  do  not  appear.  The  whole  number  of  acres  in- 
cluded within  the  meadow  fence  in  1744,  as  reported  by  the 
committee  at  that  time,  was  2493.  The  footing  above  will 
reach  2131  acres,  and  there  were  nearly  400  acres  owned  by 
non-residents. 


1 


19 
25 

5 
25 

8 
30 
10 
22 
16 
25 
29 
20 
16 
22 
18 
16 
13 

6 
16 


CHAPTER  XV. 

PRECINCTS — MR.    EDWARDS'   SALARY — GREAT   AWAKENING. 

Mill  River  Overstep-  Uneasy  Mill  Rlvei' was  trying  to  overstep 
ping  its  Bounds.  jt  allotted  bounds,  near  Bartlett's  Gate,  at 
the  lower  end  of  Pleasant  Street,  and 
measures  were  taken  in  1749,  to  prevent  anticipated  trouble. 
In  all  probability  the  place  where  the  greatest  mischief  was 
expected,  must  have  been  near  the  turn  by  which  the  river 
was  diverted  from  its  former  course,  the  stream  naturally 
seeking  to  return  to  its  old  channel.  It  is  quite  evident 
that  the  bed  of  Mill  River  above  or  near  the  old  South 
Street  bridge,  was  formerly  many  feet  to  the  south  of  the 
channel  in  which  its  current  now  flows.  Less  than  a  gen- 
eration ago,  a  deep  guUey,  evidently  once  the  bed  of  the 
stream,  extended  across  the  home  lot  of  the  late  Mr.  Elijah 
Kingsley.  In  1766,  there  existed  a  strip  of  land,  an  island, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river  between  the  gas  works  and 
the  bridge,  of  sufficient  size  to  warrant  a  vote  in  town- 
meeting  permitting  Capt.  William  Lyman  to  "fence  and 
feed  the  beach  above  Bathsheba  Hull's  house."  She  was  a 
negress,  and  lived  in  a  little  house  on  the  river  bank  just 
above  the  bridge.  Four  years  later  there  was  danger  of 
the  river's  "shifting  its  course  again  into  the  old  Mill 
Trench  northward  of  the  Island  where  Amos  Hull  dwelt." 
The  surveyors  were  ordered  to  prevent  the  anticipated 
change  by  '^hedging  or  otherwise."  This  island  was 
formed  by  the  trench,  dug  in  1660,  to  carry  off  the  waste 
water  from  the  first  grist-mill,  erected  a  short  distance  up 
the  river,  and  through  which  it  would  seem  part  of  the 
current  then  flowed.  Much  of  this  beach  has  undoubtedly 
been  transferred  to  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  all  evi- 
dence of  the  old  trench  has  long  since  disappeared. 
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New  Bridge  over      A   iiew  bridge  WES  built  over   Mill  River 
the  stream.  "  near  Waitstill  Strong's"  in  1749,  and  tlie 

timber  was  ordered  "to  be  gotten  out "  that 
winter.  The  next  year  the  accounts  for  building  this 
structure,  which  was  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  recent  old 
bridge,  were  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  paid.  It  was  called 
the  '•  Great  Bridge  over  Mill  river,"  and  cost  £218.7.6,  old 
tenor,  which  was  equivalent  to  about  $100.  The  old  bridge 
and  timber  was  sold  for  £4.7.6.  A  great  flood,  caused  by 
heavy  rains,  occurred  in  December,  1748,  and  undoubtedly 
so  injured  the  bridge,  as  to  require  its  rebuilding.  This 
bridge  remained  in  use  for  more  than  twenty  years,  when 
it  was  carried  oft'  by  a  great  freshet^  which  occurred  in 
January,  1770,  but  it  was  immediately  rebuilt. 

Pomeroy's  Trading      Elisha,  SOU  of  Johu  Pomeroy,  who  lived 
^'lop-  on   what   was   afterwards    known   as   the 

"  Judge  Lyman  place,"  was  a  blacksmith, 
but  became  a  merchant,  and  in  the  year  1749,  had  permis- 
sion to  erect  a  "trading  shop"  between  his  blacksmith 
shop  and  the  "house  of  correction."  The  latter  was  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street  near  the  present  location  of 
Spooners  Market.  This  must  have  placed  his  store  well 
into  the  highway.  It  was  near  this  building  that  the  com- 
mittee decided  to  place  the  proposed  new  school-house. 

Town  Pound.  An  important  institution  in  every  town  was 

the  "pound,"  a  lockup  for  all  stray  stock, 
which  could  only  be  redeemed  by  the  owner's  paying  the 
legal  fees.  It  was  usually  placed  near  the  entrance  into 
the  meadows,  though  sometimes  it  was  near  the  meeting- 
house, and  in  some  instances  there  was  one  at  each  end  of 
the  town.  Northamjiton  ordered  one  built  within  a  few 
years  after  settlement.  It  was  situated  at  the  lower  end  of 
Pleasant  Street  near  the  meadow  gate,  and  is  still  familiar 
to  everyone,  though  it  has  now  fallen  into  disuse.  Consid- 
erable litigation  grew  out  of  the  practice  of  impounding 

1  This  flood  is  mentioned  in  the  Day-Book  of  Dea.  Ebenezer  Hunt,  as  follows  :  — 
"  1770,  Jan.  7.  A  great  rain  with  South  wind,  the  Mill  River  broke  up,  and  the  ice 
carried  off  Liokingwater  bridge.  It  was  one  of  the  highest  floods  that  any  person 
remembers  in  Mill  River,  when  the  Great  River  did  not  set  up.  It  was  over  the  bank 
in  my  home  lot." 
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animals.  Some  persons  had  tliem  incarcerated  unlawfully, 
wliile  others  rescued  them  after  they  had  been  locked  up, 
or  while  on  their  way  to  the  pound.  Many  allusions  are 
to  be  found  upon  the  town  records  to  the  pound,  which 
show  that  it  was  kept  in  complete  repair.  In  1749,  a  new 
one  was  ordered  to  be  built  on  the  old  site. 

Portions  of  the  High-      Ih  1750,  William  Judd,  living  on  Pleas- 
^*y  soi*^-  ant   Street,   petitioned  for  permission  to 

purchase  a  piece  of  land  in  the  highway 
near  his  house.  A  committee  was  appointed  not  only  to 
consider  his  application,  but  to  examine  the  highways 
throughout  the  town,  and  report  on  all  encroachments. 
Two  years  afterwards  another  committee  was  instructed  to 
"see  in  w^hat  parts  of  the  body  of  the  Town,  the  Streets 
and  highways  may  be  reduced,  and  part  of  them  sold  with- 
out inconveniencing  the  publick  and  report  thereon  as  soon 
as  may  be."  Later  in  the  year  this  committee  reported 
that  land  might  be  sold  to  Mr.  John  Hunt  on  Elm  Street, 
a  short  distance  north  of  his  new  house,  and  also  that  a 
portion  of  the  highway  adjoining  the  homestead  of  Saul 
Alvord  on  meeting-house  hill  might  be  sold  to  him. 

Recording  Town     Much  negligcuce  prevailed  during  the  early 
Warrants.  years  of   the   settlement  in  regard  to   the 

record  of  town  business  ;  the  clerks  did  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  record  the  names  of  many  of  the 
petty  town  officers,  and  some  other  things  were  omitted. 
The  practice  of  recording  the  warrants  for  meetings  was 
not  adopted  till  nearly  one  hundred  years  of  town  history 
had  elapsed.  Among  the  earlier  regulations,  adopted  in 
1062,  was  an  order  that  all  business  to  be  brought  before 
the  town,  must  be  considered  by  the  selectmen,  and  by 
them  presented  at  the  meeting.  This  may  be  considered  as 
the  foundation  of  the  system  of  notifying  by  warrant  what 
business  was  to  be  transacted,  but  none  of  these  documents 
found  a  place  upon  the  records.  Occasionally  an  old  war- 
rant will  appear  among  the  ancient  town  papers,  but  none 
earlier  than  the  eighteenth  century.  It  was  not  till  1751, 
that  the  first  of  these  papers  was  copied  upon  the  records. 
Major  Joseph  Hawley  was  at  that  time  town  clerk,  but  he 
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was  not  particular  about  recording  warrants,  and  very  few 
of  tliem  appear  till  1760  and  after,  when  Timothy  Dwight 
was  chosen  clerk.  He  was  more  particular  and  systematic 
than  his  predecessors.  In  after  years  many  of  the  war- 
rants were  omitted,  and  only  left  on  file.  Indeed  the  town 
records  down  to  the  commencement  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury were  decidedly  brief,  and  many  omissions  of  impor- 
tance are  noticeable.  Seldom  was  any  notice  taken  of  an 
election  of  Representatives  to  the  General  Court,  and  only 
in  more  recent  days  can  their  names  be  found  upon  the 
town  records. 

The  First  Precinct.  For  nearly  a  dozeu  years,  while  Southamp- 
ton was  in  an  embryo  state — a  precinct  and 
not  a  town — it  was  necessary  to  keep  two  distinct  records 
in  Northampton,  one  for  the  town  and  the  other  for  the 
precinct  or  parish.  The  new  settlement,  first  known  as 
"  Newhampton,"  was  still  an  integral  part  of  the  old  town. 
In  both  sections  the  secular  interests  were  identical,  but 
each  had  a  meeting-house  and  a  minister  of  its  own.  In 
the  distribution  of  the  territory  covered  by  the  ''  additional 
grant,"  both  ministers  were  placed  on  an  equal  footing  and 
shared  alike.  The  business  of  the  First  Parish  during- 
these  years  was  not  of  special  importance,  and  the  precinct 
meetings  offer  little  that  is  of  interest  to  the  general  reader. 
To  vote  the  salary  of  the  pastor,  to  designate  the  quantity 
and  fix  the  price  of  the  wood  furnished  him,  to  levy  taxes, 
rent  the  parish  land,  and  keep  the  meeting-house  in  repair, 
were  the  principal  questions  in  agitation.  A  matter  of  con- 
siderable perplexity  was  that  of  providing  fuel  for  the 
minister,  and  frequently  several  precinct  meetings  were 
required  before  it  could  be  adjusted. 

Its  Organization.  The  first  preciuct  meeting  was  held  on  Wed- 
nesday, February  10,  174J.  John  Stoddard 
was  chosen  Moderator,  and  Samuel  Mather,  Clerk.  It  was 
voted  "  that  the  selectmen  or  assessors  chosen  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  March,  shall  be  the  assessors  for  the  precinct, 
for  the  year  current,"  and  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to 
call  precinct  meetings.  Mr.  Edwards'  salary  ' '  for  the  past 
year "  was  to  be  £350  in  bills  of  credit,  and  the  improve- 
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mont  of  one  lialf  of  the  sequestered  land  in  the  common 
fiekl.  It  was  also  voted  to  provide  him  with  wood  by  way 
of  rate,  and  the  assessors  were  "  directed  to  make  a  tax  or 
assessment  to  pay  the  same." 

Salary  of  Mr.  Ed-      So  irregular  had  become  the  prices  of  com- 
^*i"^s.  modifies   owing  to  the  fluctuations  in  the 

value  of  bills,  of  credit  that,  at  the  March 
meeting  in  174f,  Mr.  Edwards  proposed  that  the  precinct 
should  allow  him  a  permanent  salary,  rather  than  fix  the 
amount  yearly,  as  had  been  the  custom.  This  was  refused, 
but  Mr.  Edwards  was  persistent,  and  renewed  his  request 
year  after  year.  At  the  next  annual  meeting  he  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  precinct,  giving  his  reasons  at  length  ''for 
settling  or  fixing  his  Salary  for  the  future."  His  main 
point  was  ''that  bills  of  credit  had  been  fluctuating  and 
uncertain  in  their  value  and  were  still  depreciating  and 
sinking  in  their  value,  whereby  many  mischiefs  and  Incon- 
veniences arise."  After  an  extended  debate  the  meeting- 
declined  to  grant  his  request,  but  adjourned  for  five  days 
in  order  to  give  Mr.  Edwards  "  opportunity  to  offer  what 
he  thinks  proper."  At  the  adjourned  meeting  an  attempt 
was  made  to  reconsider  the  former  vote,  "but  it  was  not 
decided  whether  it  passed  in  the  affirmative  or  negative." 
An  addition  of  £150  was  made  to  his  salary,  and  the  price 
of  wood  fixed  at  15s.  per  load.  Before  the  end  of  the  year, 
however,  at  another  meeting,  the  price  of  wood  had  to  be 
raised  to  18s.,  and  the  quantity  placed  at  eighty  loads. 

A  Permauent  Salary     lu  December,  1747,  a  special  meeting  was 
'^'''^®^^-  called  to  act  upon  this  question.     After  a 

statement  made  to  the  meeting  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards in  person,  the  proposition  to  establish  a  permanent 
salary  was  carried,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  question  and  devise  some  method  of  procedure.  They 
were  to  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting.  In  the  meantime 
£600  in  bills  of  credit,  old  tenor,  and  the  use  of  the  usual 
quantity  of  land,  were  voted  as  the  salary  ;  the  price  of 
wood  being  placed  at  21s.  per  load.  In  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary came  the  old  complaint  that  wood  enough  could  not 
be  obtained  at  the  jn-ice  offered,  and  it  was  voted  to  allow 
25s.  per  load. 


196  HISTORY    OF    NORTHAMPTON.  [1749. 

Report  of  the  Com-      Tlio   Committee  made  their  report   at  an 
mittee.  adjourned  meeting  in  December,  but  it  was 

not  accepted.  It  was  apparently  referred 
back  to  tliem  for  further  consideration.  At  the  annual 
March  meeting  the  next  year,  the  committee  submitted 
the  following  report  :  — 

"The  committee  appointed  by  the  First  Precinct  In  Northampton,  to 
consider  of  a  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jonathan  Edwards  for  the  set- 
tling of  his  salary,  having  fully  considered  that  matter,  have  agreed  to 
report  as  their  opinion,  that  it  is  advisable  for  the  Precinct  to  settle  a 
Salary  as  a  recompense  for  Mr.  Edwards  Labour  in  the  Gospel  Minis- 
try amongst  them  and  particularly  they  propose 

"  That  Mr.  Edwards  be  allowed  the  Improvement  of  one  half  of  the 
Sequestered  Land  that  Lyeth  in  the  Common  or  General  Field  In  the 
Town  of  Northampton,  to  use  it  annually,  during  his  Continuance  in 
the  work  of  the  Ministry  amongst  them,  and  that  he  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  Town  Treasury  annually  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  bills 
of  Public  Credit  of  the  old  Ten'  of  the  value  they  now  pass  at,  to 
enable  him  to  piirchase  firewood  for  his  family,  and  in  case  that  in  any 
year,  fire  wood  should  be  Commonly  Sold  for  more  than  twenty-five 
Shillings  pr  Load,  for  an  ordinary  Sled  Load,  that  then  &  in  Such  Case, 
the  Parish  make  an  addition  to  the  Hundred  Pounds  jiroportionate  to 
the  rise  of  wood,  and  in  case  wood  shall  in  any  year  be  sold  Commonly 
for  less  than  twenty-five  shillings  per  Load,  then  the  sum  to  be  paid 
for  that  purpose  be  proportionably  less  than  One  Hundred  Pounds. 

"They  further  report  that  there  be  annually  paid  to  s'd  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, out  of  the  Town  Treasury  a  further  Sum  of  Seven  Hundred 
Pounds  in  bills  of  Public  Credit  of  the  old  Ten"^  at  their  present  value, 
or  in  other  bills  of  Public  Credit  proportionably,  and  the  value  of  the 
Bills  to  be  Estimated  by  the  prices  of  the  following  necessaries  of  Life, 
which  are  now  Recorded  at  the  following  rates,  viz  :  Wheat  at  30s. 
per  Bushel.  Rye  at  20s.  per  Bushel.  Indian  Corn  at  12s.  per  Bushel, 
Pork  at  2s.  per  pound,  and  beaf  at  twelve  i)ence  per  jjound.  and  in  Case 
that  any  or  all  of  these  necessaries  of  Life  before  mentioned  Should  in 
any  year  vary  in  their  price,  So  as  to  alter  the  General  Summ  that  then 
there  be  an  addition  to  the  Summ  of  £700  or  a  diminution  therefrom. 
So  as  to  make  the  Sum  to  be  paid  proportionate  to  £700  at  the  prices 
hereinbefore  set,  as  for  Instance  if  each  of  these  five  articles  Should 
rise  in  their  price  One  Eighth,  that  then  an  Eighth  be  added  to  the 
sum  of  £700,  or  if  two  of  them  Should  rise  one  quarter  and  one  rise  an 
Eighth,  and  the  other  two  remain  at  the  Same  price,  that  then  there  be 
an  addition  of  one  Eighth  to  the  £700,  and  So  if  the  prices  of  those 
necessaries  Should  be  lowered  in  like  manner,  that  the  Sum  be  lowered 
in  the  Same  proportion.     The  foregoing  Sums  to  be  paid  annually  to 


1T4<1.]  MR.    EDWARDS     SALARY — GREAT    AAVAKENIXG.  197 

the  Rev.  Mr.  Jonathan  Edwards  so  long  as  he  shall  Continue  in  the 
ministry  among  them. 

"John  Stoddard  Eben'  Pomeroy  Timo.  Dwight 

Sam'l  Mather  Joseph  Hawley  Ebn''  Hunt." 

"  And  the  matter  being  long  debated  the  Question  was  put  whether 
the  first  Precinct  in  Northami)ton  do  receive  and  accept  the  Report  of 
s'd  Committee,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative  by  a  Great  Majority." 

How  the  Prices      It  WHS  also  votecl  that  "  pi'izGS  of  the  nec- 
were  to  be  De-      essai'ies    of   Life   which    are   the    Basis   or 

termiued.       ■  „  i     ,  .  t   ■    -,     , -, 

loundation  upon  whicli  the  sum  ot  £700  to 
be  annually  paid  is  to  be  raised  shall  be  determined  at  those 
seasons  of  the  year  annually  viz.  :  beaf  Sometime  in  the 
fall  of  the  year,  &  Wheat,  Rye  Indian  Corn  &  Pork  in  the 
month  of  January."  The  assessors  were  to  name  the 
"prizes,"  ''always  Conferring  and  Consulting  with  Mr, 
Edwards  in  doing  the  same."  Mr,  Edwards  signed  an 
acknowledgment  of  his  satisfaction  with  the  above  arrange- 
ment. 

Another  Gift  to  Mr.      The  loug  consideration  required  to  bring 
Edwards.  about   tliis   adjustment,    and   the   evident 

reluctance  with  which  it  was  granted,  in- 
dicate that  the  relations  between  pastor  and  people  were  at 
that  time  somewhat  strained.  Indeed  the  first  breach  be- 
tween them  had  already  occurred,  though  it  may  be  in- 
ferred that  the  immediate  unfortunate  effects  of  it  were 
slowly  passing  away.  And  this  belief  is  strongly  empha- 
sized by  the  fact  that  in  the  following  May,  the  precinct 
voted  an  addition  of  £170  to  the  salary  of  Mr.  Edwards 
"  to  enable  him  to  supi)ort  his  family  and  purchase  books." 

Naughty  chiidreu  The  rising  generation  seem  to  have  been  a 
to  be  Punished.  tliom  in  the  flesh  of  their  elders,  particu- 
larly on  the  Sabbath.  Instead  of  listening 
with  proper  decorum  while  the  minister  "improved''  his 
seventhly,  eighthly,  or  even  twelfthly,  they  spent  their 
time  in  a  way  that  greatly  annoyed  the  congregation.  So 
unruly  did  the  children  become  that  it  was  found  necessary 
to  appoint  a  special  committee  of  seven  persons  "  to  inspect 
their  behaviour  in  the  meeting  house."  This  committee 
was  '*  Impowered  and  desired  to  prosecute  those  that  are 
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disorderly  in  tlie  time  of  public  worship,  that  are  above 
the  age  of  16  years  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace."  The 
younger  disturbers  were  to  be  "  set  before  the  Deacon's  seat 
as  a  public  example,"  In  March  174^,  it  was  "  voted  that 
the  young  women  that  are  seated  in  the  front  corner  Pew 
in  the  Gallery  be  removed  &  the  Pew  be  seated  with  young 
men."  An  absolutely  ungallant  vote,  unless  other  seats 
were  provided  for  the  young  women,  of  which  there  seems 
to  be  no  evidence. 

The  Controversy  The  coutroversy  Concerning  the  admission 
with  Mr.  Edwards,  of  uiembcrs  to  the  church,  the  ostensible 
ground  on  which  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards was  based,  began  in  1749.  This  contention,  so  fully 
treated  in  Dwight's  "  Life  of  President  Edwards,"  has  been 
the  theme  of  many  able  writers.  Its  historical  details 
have  been  exhausted,  but  a  general  outline  of  its  principal 
facts,  to  which  it  is  impossible  to  add  anything  essential, 
seems  to  be  necessarj^.  This  chapter  of  history,  while  not 
at  all  creditable  to  Northampton,  must  needs  find  a  place 
in  its  annals. 

The  Great  Awaken-      Before  entering  upon  that  subject  it  may 
i°K-  be  well  first  to  outline  the  Great  Awaken- 

ing, which  left  its  impress  upon  the  Eng- 
lish speaking  world.  It  commenced  in  Northampton,  and 
spread,  not  alone  throughout  the  town  and  county,  but 
encompassed  New  England,  embraced  the  colonies  of 
America  and  extended  across  the  ocean  to  England  and 
Scotland.'  The  labors  of  Mr.  Edwards  had  been  abun- 
dantly rewarded.  Thus  far  during  his  i)astorate  revivals 
had  followed  each  other  at  intervals,  each  more  effective 
than  its  predecessor,  till  the  fame  of  Northampton's  minis- 
ter extended  far  and  wide.  During  the  fifteen  years  im- 
mediately following  the  death  of  his  grandfather  his  earn- 
est and  powerful  presentations  of  Gospel  truth  had  borne 
almost  constant  fruit.  This  last  and  most  powerful  awak- 
ening, which  took  place  within  half  a  dozen  years  of  that 
of  1735,  already  alluded  to,  was  the  most  effective  of  any 
that  had  yet  visited  the  New  England  churches.      It  began 

1    Alien's  Life  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  p.  184. 
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in  tliis  town  in  1740.  and  its  manifestations  were  very 
greatly  stimulated  by  the  aid  of  George  Wliitefield.  who 
visited  Nortliampton  in  October  of  that  year. '  From  this 
time  forward  the  revival  continued  to  increase  till  it  spread 
throughout  tlie  town,  eml)racing  both  old  and  young.  At 
first  it  appeared  among  professors  of  religion,  but  soon 
deep  concern  was  manifested  among  the  youth.  This  was 
followed  by  an  awakening  among  the  very  young,  and  be- 
fore the  uew  year  commenced  religious  subjects  almost  ab- 
sorbed tlie  conversation  in  all  classes.  The  fervor  aug- 
mented as  the  season  progressed,  and  in  the  Autumn  Mr. 
Edwards  writes  :  —  ^ 

"The  months  of  August  and  September,  were  the  most  remarkable 
of  any  this  year,  for  appearances  of  the  conviction  and  conversion  of 
sinners,  and  great  revivings,  quickenings.  and  comforts  of  professors, 
and  for  extraordinary  external  effects  of  these  things.  It  was  a  very 
frequent  thing,  to  see  an  house  full  of  out-cries,  faintings,  convulsions, 
and  such  like,  both  with  distress,  and  also  with  admiration  and  joy. 
It  was  not  the  manner  here,  to  hold  meetings  all  night,  as  in  some 
places,  nor  was  it  common  to  continue  them  till  very  late  in  the  night ; 
but  it  was  pretty  often  so,  that  there  were  some  that  were  so  affected, 
and  their  bodies  so  overcome,  that  they  could  not  go  home,  but  were 
obliged  to  stay  all  night  where  they  were." 

In  the  latter  part  of  1741,  there  was  ''  some  abatement  of 
these  extraordinary  appearances,  but  they  did  not  wholly 
cease."  Early  in  the  following  year  Mr.  Buell,^  an  evan- 
gelist of  some  note,  came  to  Northampton,  and  during  a 

1  lu  allndiug  to  the  work  of  Mr.  Whitefleld  in  Northampton,  Mr.  Edwards  says:  — 
"  He  preached  here  four  sermons  in  the  meeting  house  (besides  a  private  lecture  at 
my  house)  one  on  Friday,  another  on  Saturday,  and  two  upon  the  Sabbath.  The 
congregation  was  extraordinarily  melted  by  every  sermon  :  almost  the  whole  assem- 
bly being  in  tears  for  a  gi'eat  part  of  sermon  time.  Mr.  Whitefield's  sermons  were 
suitable  to  the  circumstances  of  the  town  ;  containing  a  just  reproof  of  our  back- 
slidings.  and  in  a  most  moving  and  affecting  manner,  making  use  of  our  great  pro- 
fessions and  great  mercies,  as  arguments  with  us  to  return  to  CTod,  from  whom  we 
had  departed. ■■ — Dwighfs  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  160. 

2  Dwighfs  Life,  pp.  162,  16:^. 

3  Bev.  Samuel  Buell  was  born  in  Coventry,  Ct.,  and  was  graduated  from  Tale  Col- 
lege in  1741.  He  proposed  to  study  theology  with  Mr.  Edwards,  but  owing  to  the 
progress  of  the  great  revival  obtained  a  license  to  preach  and  entered  upon  the 
work  of  preaching  as  an  itinerant.  He  was  for  several  years  an  evangelist,  and  fi- 
nally settled  at  Easthampton,  L.  I.  Of  him  Mr.  Edwards  writes  :—"  About  the  begin- 
ning of  February,  1743,  Mr.  Buell  came  to  this  town.  I  was  then  absent  from  home, 
and  continued  so  till  about  a  fortnight  after.  Mr.  Buell  preached  from  day  to  day, 
almost  every  day,  in  the  meeting  house.  He  spent  almost  the  whole  time  in  religious 
exercises  with  the  people,  either  in  public  or  private,  the  people  continually  throng- 
ing him." — Dwighfs  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  164. 
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brief  absence  of  Mr.  Edwards, ^  preached  almost  everyday 
in  tbe  meeting-house.  He  was  accompanied  by  a  number 
of  zealous  persons  from  Suffield,  Ct.,  and  his  discourses, 
supplemented  by  their  exhibitions  of  feeling,  greatly  in- 
tensified the  already  prevailing  nervous  tension.  "The 
people  were  exceedingly  moved,  crying  out  in  great  num- 
bers in  the  meeting  house,  and  a  greater  part  of  the  con- 
gregation commonly  staying  for  hours  after  the  public  ser- 
vice." The  manifestations  mentioned  by  Mr.  Edwards 
seem  to  have  been  redoubled  under  the  lead  of  Mr.  Buell  ; 
there  were  tears,  shoutings,  fallings,  and  trances,  some- 
times continuing  for  twenty-four  hours  or  more.  Disturb- 
ances of  this  nature  became  so  frequent  that  on  several 
occasions  meetings  were  completely  broken  up  by  them. 
Mr.  Buell  remained  here  in  all  six  weeks,  and  succeeded 
in  stirring  up  the  people  in  a  most  wonderful  manner. 
But  the  strain  was  too  great  to  last,  and  during  the  sum- 
mer the  religious  fervor  sensiblj"  abated,  and  died  out  com- 
pletely during  the  following  winter. 

Beneficial  Effect  Notwithstanding  the  strong  nervous  stimu- 
upon  the  Town.  latiou  uudcr  whicli  it  was  conducted,  and 
to  which  in  a  great  measure  may  be  attrib- 
uted its  success,  the  effect  of  this  revival  upon  the  people 
of  Northampton  was  beneficial  in  a  marked  degree.  It 
permeated  all  classes,  influencing  old  and  young  alike,  and 
everywhere  exhibited  its  good  results.  This  was  especially 
noticeable  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  Faction  which 
had  long  overridden  the  community,  was  well  nigh  oblit- 
erated. The  two  parties  into  which  the  town  had  for  so 
many  years  been  divided,  were  essentially  mingled  into 
one.  The  temper  of  the  people  was  greatly  softened  ;  they 
were  more  guarded  in  their  communication  with  each 
other  ;  and  town-meetings  were  carried  on  with  less  heat 
and  acrimony.  One  of  the  most  memorable  results  of  this 
state  of  feeling  was  the  settlement  of  the  controversy 
about  the  common  lands,  which  had  agitated  the  town  for 

1  It  was  eustomarj'  for  the  clergy  of  New  England  to  go  about  among  other 
churches  at  various  times,  sometimes  making  an  exchange  of  pulpits,  extending  over 
several  weeks.  It  was  probably  when  Mr.  Edwards  was  away  on  an  occasion  of  this 
kind  that  Mr.  Buell  took  his  place.  It  seems  to  have  been  a  system  of  awakening 
tactics  much  in  practice  at  that  time. 
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more  than  a  generation.  Another  equally  memorable  re- 
sult was  that  the  people  were  more  than  ever  united  in 
their  religious  opinions.  ^  Such  a  condition  of  affairs  was 
never  before  known  in  the  history  of  the  town.  A])par- 
ently  religion  had  taken  deep  root,  and  the  moral  standard 
of  the  people  had  been  greatly  benefited .  This  feeling  out- 
lived the  immediate  heat  and  excitement  of  tlie  revival, 
and  the  impression  upon  church  and  people  had  every 
appearance  of  permanence. 

Such  was  the  result  and  such  the  effect  of  the  great 
awakening  upon  the  town  of  Northampton,  yet  like  all 
similar  movements  it  gradually  subsided.  The  methods  of 
the  revivalists,  always  combated  by  the  more  conservative, 
at  last  came  under  censure,  and  clergymen  of  high  repute 
opposed  their  continuance  ;  a  controversy  arose  so  deaden- 
ing in  its  effects  that  finally  the  revival  died  out  entirely. 

1    Letter  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  Dwight's  Life,  p.  170. 
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Young  People  Ac-  As  might  liave  been  expected,  the  reaction 
cused  of  Read-  following  such  excitement  left  vital  religion 
Books.  at  a  low  ebb,  and  a  season  of  unusual  lax- 

ness  prevailed.  During  this  condition  of 
affairs  occurred  the  first  radical  difference  between  Mr. 
Edwards  and  his  people.  It  originated  in  1744,  among  the 
younger  and  more  recently  admitted  members  of  the 
church,  some  of  whom  laid  themselves  open  to  censure  by 
reading  immoral  books.  ^  Mr.  Edwards  at  once  took  meas- 
ures to  suppress  the  evil  and  punish  the  offenders.  He  de- 
livered a  sermon  touching  upon  the  matter  in  a  general 
way,  called  the  church  together,  made  his  charges  and  pro- 
duced his  evidence.  Unanimously  the  church  voted  to  in- 
vestigate, and  a  committee  of  inquiry  was  chosen.  With- 
out due  consideration,  and  certainly  with  questionable 
judgment,  Mr.  Edwards  then  proceeded  to  read  from  the 
pulpit  the  names  of  the  young  people  implicated,  request- 
ing their  appearance  at  a  certain  date  before  the  investi- 
gating committee.  In  the  list  were  the  names  of  many 
persons,  members  of  the  oldest  and  most  influential  fami- 
lies in  the  town,  as  well  as  of  others  nearly  allied  to  them. 
No  discrimination  was  made  between  the  accused  and  those 
who  were  merely  cited  as  witnesses.  When  this  revelation 
burst  like  a  bomb  upon  them,  church  and  people  were 
astounded,  "and  the  town  was  suddenly  all  in  a  blaze."' ^ 

1  "  Possibly  they  preferred  '  Pamela,'  which  had  then  just  revealed  a  new  source 
of  aiDusement  to  the  world,  to  awakening  sermons  '"—Leslie  Stephen,  Hours  in  a 
Library,  Series  2,  p.  «3.  The  most  harmless  work  of  modern  fiction  would  then 
doubtless  have  been  denounced  by  the  clergy  of  New  England  as  an  emanation  from 
the  devil,  and  there  may  be  a  grain  of  truth  in  the  above  suggestion. 

2  Dwight's  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  300. 
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AVliilc  tilt'  iniioceiit  veliemently  protested  against  such 
])ul)]icity,  the  guilty  were  equally  vociferous  in  their  de- 
nunciations of  the  whole  proceeding.  Consequently  their 
parents  declined  to  continue  the  investigation.  ^  Many  of 
the  persons  implicated  refused  to  appear,  others  who  did 
obey  the  summons,  were  insolent  or  treated  the  committee 
with  contempt,  and  nothing  could  be  accomplished.  The 
evil-doers  triumphed,  and  the  authority  of  both  pastor  and 
church  was  greatly  weakened.  The  young  lost  much  of 
their  respect  for  religion  and  its  interpreters,  and  a  state  of 
great  worldly-mindedness  prevailed  for  many  years.  Still 
the  immediate  bitterness  of  this  unfortunate  occurrence 
would  undoubtedly  have  disappeared  and  was  to  some  ex- 
tent diminishing,  when  Mr.  Edwards  four  years  afterwards 
proclaimed  his  opposition  to  the  established  method  of  ad- 
missions to  the  church,  and  refused  longer  to  abide  by  the 
usual  custom. 

Mr.  Edwards  Re-  Duriug  these  seasons  of  awakening,  all  ad- 
pudiates  St  o d -  missious  to  the  church  were  made  in  accord- 
ance with  the  method  pursued  for  so  many 
years  by  Mr.  Stoddard.  This  universally  called  "  Stod- 
dard ean  System "'  was  believed  in  and  adopted  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. For  many  years,  however,  he  had  scruples  of  con- 
science about  the  admission  of  members  to  the  church 
"  who  made  no  pretence  to  true  godliness."  Study  and  re- 
search only  contirmed  his  doubts,  and  he  decided  that 
should  any  one  seek  admission  to  the  church  he  would  put 
his  theory  into  practice.  But  so  completely  had  the  effects 
of  tlie  previous  excitement  died  out,  that  for  several  years 
there  were  no  applicants  for  church-membership.  In  order 
to  acquaint  the  public  with  his  change  of  sentiment,  in 

1  Very  few  incidents  concerning  this  affair  have  been  preserved,  and  but  few 
names  of  persons  in  any  way  connected  with  it  can  now  be  identified.  The  follow- 
ing statement  is  transcribed  from  the  Judd  MSS. :  —  Sarah  Clarke,  daughter  of  Ebe- 
nezer.  was  one  of  those  accused  of  reading  bad  books.  She  told  her  story  before  the 
committee  :  was  herself  innocent  and  believed  most  of  those  were  who  were  accused. 
She  said  there  was  much  exaggeration,  though  some  were  guilty.  Moses  Lyman  was 
the  complainant  to  Mr.  Edwards.  Sarah  Clarke  in  time  of  revival  used  to  hear  one 
sermon  every  day,  and  spin  a  run  of  yarn  daily.  When  those  accused  of  reading 
bad  books  were  some  of  them  examined  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  males  were 
assembled  in  a  room  on  the  main  floor,  and  the  females  in  the  room  above.  A  ladder 
stood  against  the  house,  and  a  young  man,  said  to  be Pomeroy,  went  up  the  lad- 
der, and  looked  in  at  the  chamber  window.  This  caused  some  talk,  and  was  con- 
demned by  all.  Ephraim  Wright  acknowledged  that  he  was  one  of  the  bad  book 
party. 
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1746.  he  published  a  pamphlet  entitled  a  '"Treatise  on  the 
Religious  Affections."  Few  of  his  people  perused  this 
work,  and  it  was  not  till  three  years  after,  when  he  made 
known  his  sentiments  to  the  standing  committee  of  the 
church,  that  the  parish  began  to  realize  the  position  he  had 
assumed.  The  year  previous,  however,  Mr.  Edwards  arbi- 
trarily refused  to  admit  a  certain  person  to  the  church, 
unless  he  made  a  profession  of  faith  in  accordance  with  the 
new  views  of  the  pastor.  Though  willing  to  subscribe  to 
the  profession  prepared  by  the  pastor,  the  young  man  de- 
clined to  accept  it  as  a  passport  to  church-membership.^ 
This  apparently  abrupt  change  of  sentiment  and  procedure 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Edwards,  caused  considerable  excite- 
ment. At  that  time  "all  the  churches  in  the  county,  ex- 
cept two,  and  all  the  clergy,  except  three,  approved  of  the 
lax  mode  of  admission."  ^  Still  venerating  the  memory  of 
their  former  pastor,  who  had  led  them  for  so  many  years, 
the  people  were  unwilling  to  accept  the  new  doctrine. 
When  Mr.  Edwards  announced  his  change  of  views  to  the 
church  committee  he  proposed  to  them  to  preach  on  the 
subject.  But  this,  while  the  public  mind  was  in  such  a 
ferment,  they  decidedly  opposed,  suggesting  that  instead 
he  should  give  his  reasons  in  print.  Accordingly  he  ' '  ap- 
plied himself  with  all  dilligence  to  i)repare  something  for 
the  press."  ^ 

And  Publishes  his      Ii^  the  meantime  a  young  woman  presenting 
"^'^^■^-  herself  for   admission   to  the  church,   was 

-O'equired  by  Mr.  Edwards  to  make  a  public 
profession.  This  she  consented  to  do  if  the  church  author- 
ities approved.  The  church  committee,  however,  refused 
to  admit  her  on  those  conditions  by  a  vote  of  three  to  fif- 
;teen.  In  April,  1749,  Mr.  Edwards  proposed,  ''if  the 
church  desires  it,"  to  resign  his  ministrj^  He  coupled  his 
offer,  however,  with  a  proviso  that  everybody  should  have 
an  opportunity  to  read  his  book,  and  that  in  the  council  of 
dismissal  no  one  should  be  allowed  to  vote  who  had  not 
either  read  his  treatise,  or  listened  to  what  he  had  to  say  in 

1  Dwif;ht\s  Life  of  Edward?,  p.  314. 

2  lb.  p.  3or. 

3  lb.  p.  31. 'J, 
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his  own  defence  from  the  pulpit.  No  response  was  made  to 
this  proposition.  As  Mr.  Edwards  seemed  to  depend  so 
fully  upon  the  effect  he  had  hoped  to  produce  by  the  publi- 
cation and  circulation  of  his  book,  the  people,  who  had 
already  determined  upon  their  course,  were  impatient  that 
it  should  appear,  and  the  delay  always  attendant  upon 
printer's  work,  was  actuallj^  used  to  discredit  the  pastor. 
It  was  not  that  a  majority  were  waiting  to  read  the  book, 
for  when  it  appeared  in  August,  only  about  twenty  copies 
were  distributed  through  the  town,  and  very  few  of  these 
were  carefully  perused. 

Mr.  Edwards  tries      On  the  15"'  of  Octobcr,  uo  further  advance 
to  Ascertain  the      haviug  been  made  in  the  settlement  of  the 

Opinions  of  other  t,v        m  nr         t-it  i  i       ••  ,^  i 

Clergymen  by         dlinCUlty,     Mr.    EdwardS,    desiring   the    ad- 
means  of  a  Day       yice  of  souic  of  the  neighboring  ministers, 
as,  ing.  proposed  that  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer 

should  be  observed.  The  church  assenting,  the  pastor  sug- 
gested that  the  advice  of  those  clergymen  invited  to  assist 
in  the  fast-day  services,  should  be  requested  concerning  the 
admission  of  members.  The  church,  however,  after  dis- 
cussing the  matter  adjourned  without  action  till  after  the 
fast.  Several  persons  desirous  of  joining  the  church  had 
signified  their  willingness  to  make  a  public  confession,  but 
the  committee  were  unwilling  to  admit  them  in  that  man- 
ner, and  it  was  concerning  these  pending  requests  that  Mr. 
Edwards  desired  the  opinions  of  the  neighboring  clergy. 
The  fast  was  announced  for  Thursday,  the  26"'. 

Petition  for  a  Pre-  To  sucli  a  height  had  the  excitement  already 
cinct  Meeting.  rcaclicd,  that  many  persons  were  ready  to 
proceed  to  extreme  measures  at  once.  In 
the  church  meeting  a  council  "to  bring  matters  to  an 
issue  "  had  been  advocated.  This  feeling  manifested  itself 
without  delay  in  a  most  unmistakable  manner.  The  next 
day,  October  16"',  a  petition  signed  by  eleven  persons  was 
presented  to  the  precinct  officials,  asking  that  a  meeting  be 
held  "as  quick  as  may  be,"  to  consider  the  position  of 
affairs.     In  this  document  it  was  proposed 

"that  Mr.  Edwards,  by  the  Precinct,  or  by  a  committee  which  the 
Precinct  shall  appoint,  may  be  in  a  friendly  and  in  a  christian  manner 
treated  with  and  entreated  to  recede  or  come  back  from  his  principles, 
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['  which  he  has  pretended  to  maintain  in  his  late  book,  against  his  own 
',  practice  and  Mr.  Stoddard's  practice  and  principles,  with  respect  to  the 
,   admission  of  church  members." 

\  If  lie  refused,  and  the  precinct  declined  ''to  come  into 
liis  notions  or  principles,"  then  the  alternative  of  a  separa- 
tion was  to  be  considered.  Here  was  a  threat  that  if  the 
pastor  did  not  back  down  he  must  be  dismissed.  The  fol- 
lowing names  were  signed  to  this  petition  :  — 

John  Hunt,  Gad  Lyman,  Ephraim  Wright.  Josiah  Pomeroj',  Jona- 
than Strong  Jr.,  John  Lyman,  James  Lyman,  Jonathan  Hunt,  Joseph 
Wright,  Gideon  Lyman,  Seth  Pomeroy. 

A  Family  Party.  \Here  was  quite  a  family  party  ;  nine  of  the 
eleven  signers  were  related  by  birth  or  mar- 
i'riage.  John,  Gideon  and  Gad  Lyman  were  brothers  ;  Gad 
Lyman  married  the  sister  of  Josiah  and  Seth  Pomeroy. 
The  latter  were  brothers  ;  and  Seth  Pomeroy  married  the 
sister  of  John  and  Jonathan  Hunt,  who  were  also  brothers. 
Jonathan  Strong  Jr. ,  and  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Hunt  were 
cousins,  and  James  Lyman  was  an  uncle  of  John,  Gad  and 
Gideon  Lyman.  These  men  were  all  strong  opponents  of 
Mr.  Edwards.  Ephraim  Wright  acknowledged  that  he 
was  among  those  accused  of  reading  immoral  literature. 
The  wife  of  Zadoc,  son  of  Jolm  Lyman  and  nephew  to  Gid- 
eon and  Gad  Lyman,  was  among  the  number  cited  before 
the  committee  by  Mr.  Edwards.  These  facts  indicate  that 
much  of  the  bitterness  of  feeling  engendered  by  the  unfor- 
tunate affair  of  five  years  before  still  lingered  and  was 
coming  to  the  surface.  Only  four  of  the  above  eleven 
names  can  be  found  upon  the  church  records  at  that  time. 

Continuous  Precinct      Three    days  after,  the   precinct   meeting 
Meeting.  couveued,  but  it  was  not  deemed  advisa- 

ble to  act  upon  the  suggestions  of  the  pe- 
titioners till  after  the  fast.  The  only  question  decided  was 
that  the  parish  did  not  desire  Mr.  Edwards  to  preach  upon 
the  question  at  issue.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  for  two 
weeks.  Though  the  petitioners  had  not  gained  their  object, 
they  had  accomplished  an  important  purpose.  In  thus 
placing  the  matter  before  the  precinct,  the  way  was  opened 
for  that  series  of  meetings  by  means  of  which  affairs  were 
managed  by  the  opponents  of  Mr.   Edwards  throughout 
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the  controversy.  Tliis  meeting  was  not  dissolved  till  the 
desired  result  was  reached.  For  more  than  a  year  it  was 
continued  by  adjournment  from  time  to  time. 

The  Day  of  Fasting.  No  record  remains  concerning  the  day  of 
fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer.  It  was 
shorn  of  much  of  its  significance  when  the  invited  clergy 
were  not  permitted  to  consider  the  question  at  issue,  and 
its  proceedings  had  no  influence  whatever  on  suljsequent 
events.  - 

The  Adjourned  Pre-     On  the  22''  the  preciuct  met  according  to 
cinct  Meeting.  adjournment.      It  decided  not  to  ask  the 

advice  of  the  neighboring  clergy  concern- 
ing the  admission  of  members  by  profession,  nor  was  it 
willing  to  allow  any  one  to  enter  the  church  in  that  way 
pending  the  existing  controversy.  Mr.  Edwards  was  de- 
nied the  privilege  of  preaching  on  the  absorbing  topic,  and 
his  request  to  leave  that  point  to  the  decision  of  the  neigh- 
boring ministers  was  also  negatived. 

A  Committee  of  Con-      At  the  adjoumcd  precinct  meeting  held 
ference  Chosen.  qh  the  2''  of  Noveuiber,  the  Original  peti- 

tion came  up  for  action.  The  principles 
advanced  by  the  pastor  were  not  accepted,  and  a  committee 
of  nine  persons  was  chosen  to  confer  with  Mr.  Edwards, 

"  and.  to  devise  or  Concert  what  proper  methods  Shall  be  taken  to  pre- 
serve the  peace,  Unity  and  Comfort  of  this  Church  &  Precinct  and  to 
put  an  End  to  the  Controversy  now  Subsisting  between  minister  and. 
people."  This  committee  was  composed  as  follows  :  —  Ebenezer  Pom- 
eroy  Esq.,  Dea.  Jno.  Clark,  Samuel  Mather,  Mr.  Jo.seph  H^iwley.  Lieut. 
Noah  Wright,  Sergt.  Joseph  Wright,  Deacon  Noah  Cook,  Major  Seth 
Pomeroy,  and  Sergt.  Ebenezer  Hunt. 

In  it  may  be  traced  relationships  similar  to  those  already 
pointed  out,  not  only  among  themselves,  but  also  in  some 
instances  with  the  signers  of  the  petition,  two  of  the  latter 
being  members  of  the  committee. 

The  Conference  and     In  a  Conference  with  Mr.  Edwards  the  next 
Counter  Proposi-     j^y,  lie  was  asked  by  the  committee  if  he 
had  any  "measures  to  propose."     He  re- 
plied that  he  had  already  suggested  what  he  considered 
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reasonable  ;  a  fair  hearing  was  all  he  desired,  and  he  was 
willing  to  admit  to  his  pnlpit  any  person  whom  the  com- 
mittee should  designate  to  reply  to  his  arguments.  There- 
upon the  committee  submitted  a  proposition  fairly  on  a  par 
with  the  one  in  which  Mr.  Edwards  offered  to  resign  his 
pastorate.  Mr.  Edwards  was  to  preach  upon  the  subject  at 
issue,  but  his  sermons  must  first  be  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee, who  were  to  lay  them  before  some  clergyman,  who 
should  read  his  reply  immediately  after  Mr.  Edwards  had 
concluded  his  sermon.  With  this  proposition  Mr.  Edwards 
was  unwilling  to  comply  unless  he  should  be  allowed  to 
examine  his  antagonist's  sermon  before  preaching  his  own. 
So  this  battledore  and  shuttlecock  method  of  argumenta- 
tion did  not  materialize.  Objection  was  also  made  by  Mr. 
Edwards  to  the  precinct's  taking  the  initiative  in  the  man- 
agement of  an  ecclesiastical  affair  of  this  nature.  It  should 
be  done  he  said  by  the  church. 

The  Committee  Re-  Unable  to  come  to  any  Satisfactory  agree- 
ports  to  the  Pre-  meut  with  the  pastor,  the  committee  sub- 
mitted a  report  to  the  precinct,  at  an  ad- 
journed meeting  held  on  the  9"'  of  November.  They  were 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  precinct  should  re- 
quest the  church  to  apply  to  some  of  the  neighboring  min- 
isters for  advice  and  counsel. 

Mr.  Edwards  Objects.  This  report  was  put  iuto  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Edwards  on  the  evening  before  the  pre- 
cinct meeting.  But  having  no  opportunity  to  confer  with 
the  committee  after  perusing  it,  he  forwarded  a  communi- 
cation to  the  meeting.  In  it  he  made  strong  objection  to 
the  precinct's  requesting  the  church  to  call  an  ecclesiastical 
council  to  "issue  the  dispute  between  the  minister  of  the 
Precinct  and  the  Precinct."  If  the  church  should  call  a 
council,  it  would  be  for  the  purpose  of  considering  difficul- 
ties of  its  own,  and  not  the  precinct's  disputes.  He  said 
that  it  was  "not  yet  certain  that  there  was  any  dispute  or 
difference  between  the  pastor  and  the  church,  for  this  had 
aiever  been  properly  tried."  He  still  further  objected  to 
the  church  being  limited  by  the  precinct  to  any  course  of 
action.     The  precinct  had  no  more  riglit  to  direct  or  limit 
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tlie  cliurcli  to  a  certain  metliod  of  proceeding  than  the 
cliurcli  had  to  limit  or  direct  the  precinct  in  the  manage- 
ment of  its  affairs.  The  church  might  yet  take  some  action 
which  would  supercede  the  need  of  a  council.  He  was  not 
opposed  to  calling  a  church  meeting  to  secure  and  promote 
the  interests  of  religion. 

A  Church  Meeting     Tliis  Communication  had   a  decided  effect 
<^^^'®^-     -  upon  the  meeting.      Though  the  report  of 

the  committee  was  accepted,  yet  the  vote 
requesting  church  action  was  so  modified  as  to  cover  one  at 
least  of  the  points  raised  by  Mr,  Edwards.  The  church 
meeting  was  to  be  called  to  determine  "  whether  there  is 
not  a  dispute  between"  Mr.  Edwards  and  the  church  "re- 
specting the  question  he  hath  argued  in  his  book,"  and  if 
so,  "to  see  if  the  church  will  not  apply  to  some  of  the 
neighboring  ministers  for  their  advice."  Ten  more  persons 
were  added  to  the  committee,  two  of  whom  were  deputed 
to  wait  on  the  pastor,  and  lay  before  him  the  action  of  the 
precinct. 

Ignore  the  Book  The  principles  propounded  by  the  North- 
but  want  it  An-  amptou  minister  at  once  opened  up  a  dis- 
cussion among  the  clergy  throughout  the 
colony,  and  rumor  intimated  that  their  pens  were  busy  in 
reply.  Unwilling  either  to  read  Mr.  Edwards'  book  or, 
allow  him  to  preach  on  the  subject,  yet  his  parishioners; 
were  anxious  that  his  arguments  should  be  confuted.  Ac- 
cordingly the  precinct  desired  Mr.  Ebenezer  Hunt  to  obtain 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Solomon  Williams  of  Lebanon,  a  copy  of  the 
notes  he  was  preparing  in  opposition  to  these  new  doc- 
trines. After  voting  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  council, 
the  precinct  meeting  was  adjourned  one  month. 

A  Stormy  Church     Agreeably  to  the  vote  of  the  precinct,  Mr. 
3ieeting.  Edwards  called  the  church  together.     But 

tenacious  of  what  he  deemed  the  peculiar 
rights  of  that  body,  he  varied  somewhat  from  the  phrase- 
ology suggested  by  the  parish  in  naming  the  purpose  of 
the  meeting.  He  proposed  this  question  for  their  action  :  — 
''What  course  ought  to  be  taken  by  the  church  under  its 
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/  present  difficulties,  with  respect  to  tlie  admission  of  mem- 
/  bers  into  the  chnrch."  This  was  not  exactly  the  subject, 
at  least  not  as  thus  stated,  that  the  opponents  of  the  pas- 
tor desired  the  church  to  act  upon.  A  heated  discussion 
followed,  and  plain  talk  was  indulged  in  on  both  sides. 
Finally  the  threat  was  made  that  if  he  refused  to  act  as 
had  been  suggested,  the  precinct  would  warn  a  church 
meeting  without  him.  Mr.  Edwards  denied  the  right  of 
the  precinct  to  dictate  to  the  church  the  reasons  for  calling 
it  together.  He  argued  that  it  was  a  bad  precedent  for  the 
church  to  submit  to  the  dictation  of  the  precinct,  and  an 
unreasonable  way  of  managing  church  affairs  to  bring 
them  firvst  into  a  precinct  meeting  in  which  the  pastor  had 
no  right  to  appear,  and  when  decided  upon,  order  the  pas- 
tor to  carry  them  out.  By  such  a  course,  he  said,  church 
meetings  would  become  a  nullity,  and  the  pastor  a  "  cypher." 
He  considered  the  proposition  to  apply  to  neighboring  min- 
isters for  advice  concerning  the  course  the  church  should 
pursue,  unreasonable,  because  all  but  one  of  them  were 
opposed  to  his  teachings.  Notwithstanding  he  consented 
to  put  to  vote  as  desired  by  the  parish,  the  question 
whether  there  was  any  dispute  between  the  pastor  and  the 
people  on  the  subject  at  issue.  The  vote  which  was  largel}^ 
in  the  affirmative,  must  have  satisfied  him  on  that  point. 
Then  instead  of  complying  with  the  suggestion  of  the  pre- 
cinct with  reference  to  seeking  advice  from  neighboring- 
ministers,  he  insisted  that  a  mutual  council  shouhl  be 
called  to  consider  the  general  question  in  controversy  and 
the  best  method  of  deciding  the  difference.  A  long  debate 
ensued  and  the  meeting  adjourned  without  action  for  one 
week,  having  first  chosen  a  committee  of  five  persons,  with 
Major  Seth  Pomeroy  as  chairman,  all  members  of  the 
already  existing  precinct  committee,  to  confer  with  tlie 
pastor. 

Major  Pomeroy  At  the  cousultatiou  witli  Mr.  Edwards,  his 
Swings  the  arguuieuts  SO  far  prevailed,  that  the  entire 
^  ^'^  '"^'  committee,  with  the  exception  of  its  chair- 

man, signed  a  report  recommending  a  mutual  council,  on 
the  terms  proposed  by  the  pastor.  This  was  presented  at 
the  adjourned  church  meeting.  Major  Pomeroy,  however, 
was  strongly  opposed  to  this  course.     He  contended  that 
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the  terms  of  tlio  proposal  were  too  broad,  and  opened  the 
way  for  the  discussion  of  topics  that  they  were  not  yet 
ready  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  a  counciL     He  accused! 
Mr.  Edwards  of  having  more  regard  for  his  own  welfare 
than  the  good  of  the  church,  and  argued  that  the  church,) 
ensnared  by  the  general  terms  of  the  proposition,  would; 
thus  consent  to  a  consideration  of  the  question  concerning', 
the   pending   admissions.       Should  a   recommendation  to^ 
admit  them  prevail,  Mr.   Edwards  would  gain  a  victory, 
and  though  the  advice  of  the  council  was  not  binding  "it 
might  lay  the  church  under  a  disadvantage."     Major  Pom- 
eroy's  arguments  had  a  decided  effect,  and  the  church  re- 
fused to  accept  the  report.     Ten  more  names  were  added 
to  the  committee  and  the  meeting  adjourned  for  two  weeks. 

The  Church  Decides  So  stroug  had  becouie  the  feeling  against 
not  to  Celebrate  tjic  pastor,  that  Certain  members  of  the 
church  refused  longer  to  partake  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  under  his  administration,  and  censured  him 
for  appointing  Sacraments.  To  test  the  sentiment  of  the 
church  on  this  subject,  Mr.  Edwards  put  to  vote  the  ques- 
tion whether  that  ordinance  should  be  continued,  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Composition  of  the     The  committces  chosen  by  the  church  and 
Committees.  prcciuct,  wcre  composcd,  the  former  of  fif- 

teen and  the  latter  of  nineteen  persons. 
And  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  fourteen  of  the  fifteen  mem- 
bers of  the  church  committee  were  identical  with  those 
who  served  the  precinct  in  the  same  capacity.  This  may 
have  been  a  coincidence,  but  in  all  probability  it  Avas  un- 
avoidable, as  the  leading  men  in  church  and  parish  were 
the  same. 

Report  of  this  Com-     The  enlarged  committee,  after  due  delib- 
™^**^^^-  eration,  prepared  a  report  which  they  sub- 

mitted to  Mr.  Edwards.  They  proposed, 
that  previous  to  any  endeavors  after  separation,  an  advisory 
council  should  be  chosen,  confined  wholly  to  Hampshire 
County  churches  ;  suggesting  that  the  definitive  council,  if 
decided  upon,  should  also  be  bound  by  the  same  limits. 
They  recommended  that  if  Mr.  Edwards  continued  to  ad- 
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vocate  the  principles  set  fortli  in  liis  book,  lie  ought  not  to 
remain  pastor  of  the  church  ;  that  the  business  proposed 
to  the  advisory  council  should  be  :  —  whether  the  church 
should  take  any  longer  time  to  peruse  Mr.  Edwards'  book  ; 
Avhether  the  church,  considering  the  great  opposition  to 
Mr.  Edwards,  both  in  church  and  precinct,  should  not  use 
means  for  an  immediate  separation  ;  and  if  so  what  meas- 
ures should  be  taken  to  that  end.  The  committee  also  pre- 
pared a  vote  to  be  offered  in  the  church  meeting,  proposing 
that  steps  should  be  taken  for  an  immediate  dissolution  of 
the  pastoral  relation,  in  case  Mr.  Edwards  refused  to  accede 
to  their  views. 

Mr.  Edwards  Re-      To  these  suggcstious  Mr.  Edwards  promptly 
fuses  to  Accept     demurred.     He  replied  at  great  length  in  a 

these  Proposi-  .  3     j.       xi  x  • 

tions.  communication  addressed  to  tlie  meeting, 

taking  up  each  topic  separately,  showing 
their  inconsistency  with  one  another,  and  tlieir  unfairness 
to  him.  He  charged  the  committee  with  arranging  before- 
hand what  was  to  be  done,  and  confining  the  action  of  the 
council  solely  to  that  decision,  and  he  suggested  that  hav- 
ing provided  beforehand  a  verdict  for  the  council,  it  was 
superfluous  to  call  one.  He  took  the  ground  that  the 
church  might  possibly  differ  in  opinion  from  the  precinct 
(losing  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  same  men  coinjoosed  both 
bodies,  and  had  the  power  to  carry  out  in  one  organization 
what  they  formulated  in  the  other).  Most  strongly  he  ob- 
jected to  the  determination  to  confine  the  council  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Hampshire  County  churches,  because  nearly 
all  of  them  were  in  sympathy  with  his  op]3oneiits.  He 
charged  them  with  endeavoring  to  influence  him  by  the 
threat  of  recommending  an  immediate  dismissal  unless  he 
assented  to  their  views.  Undoubtedly  this  reply  of  the 
pastor  was  irritating  and  provoking.  It  contained  some 
thrusts  that  the  committee  could  not  well  parry.  The 
effect  was  plainly  noticeable  at  the  next  meeting  with  him. 

Auotiier  Meeting.     At  the  iiext   coiifereuce  with  the   pastor 

stroug  Language,      tlierc   was    Considerable    excitement,    and 

Major  Pomeroy  spoke  plainly.     It  was  the 

opinion  of  the  committee,   he  said,   that  the  church  had 


1740]      CONTROVERSY   WITH   REV.    JONATHAN   EDWARDS.       213 

been  put  to  an  abundance  of  trouble  and  difficulty  by  rea- 
son of  tlie  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Edwards.  His  own  opin- 
ion and  advice  was  that  the  pastor  should  take  the  matter 
into  serious  and  solemn  consideration  and  contemplation. 
He  further  intimated  that  the  committee  had  decided  not 
to  dally  longer  about  the  matter,  at  the  same  time  present- 
ing him  with  their  ultimatum,  which  would  be  reported  to 
the  church.  They  recommended  a  mutual  council,  com^, 
posed  of  seven  or  nine  churches,  all  in  Hampshire  County, 
to  which'  should  be  communicated  the  existing  state  of 
affairs,  insisting  that  the  opposition  to  Mr.  Edwards  was  so 
great  that  the  council  should  proceed  at  once  to  dissolve 
the  pastoral  relation. 

Reply  of  Mr.  Ed-     To  tliese  statements  Mr.   Edwards  replied, 
^aj'ds.  proposing  that  five  or  seven  of  the  nearest 

churches  should  be  called  to  decide  whether 
churches  out  of  the  county  should  be  included  in  the  coun-i 
cil  to  dismiss  the  pastor,  whether  the  time  had  come  to 
take  such  action,  and  if  not,  to  advise  with  reference  to  the 
present  conduct  of  affairs.  With  regard  to  the  proposed 
report  of  the  committee  he  would  not  consent  to  it,  or  put 
any  such  thing  to  vote  in  the  church  meeting,  unless  first 
advised  to  do  so  by  a  council  such  as  he  advocated.  This 
was  something  of  a  set-back  to  the  committee,  and  they 
revised  their  report,  agreeing  to  suggest  that  a  council  of 
five  churches  in  Hampshire  County,  mutually  chosen, 
should  consider  the  question  whether  the  proper  time  had 
arrived  for  convening  a  council  for  dismissal,  whether  min- 
isters of  churches  from  other  counties  should  be  allowed  to 
take  part  in  it,  and  to  advise  ui:)on  the  course  to  be  pursued 
in  preparation  for  such  a  council. 

The  Report  Debated     Tliis  report  liaviiig  been  submitted  at  the 
and  Adopted.  adjoumed  cliurch  meeting,  Mr.  Edwards 

])rotested  vigorously  against  its  propcjsi- 
tions.  He  insisted  that  the  council  should  be  composed, 
not  of  churches,  but  of  neighboring  ministers,  who 
although  they  were  prejiuliced  against  him,  were  less  out- 
spoken in  their  opposition  than  other  ministers  in  the 
county.     As  an  alternative,  he  proposed  to  leave  the  mat- 
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ter  with  the  ministers  of  the  association.  The  question 
was  long  debated  and  various  suggestions  were  offered  by 
both  sides,  but  the  meeting  adjourned  without  action.  The 
next  day,  after  further  discussion,  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  substantially  adopted.  It  was  decided  that  a 
council  from  five  of  the  seven  nearest  churches  should  be 
invited,  and  steps  were  taken  to  present  the  case  properly, 
on  behalf  of  the  church.  Hon.  Ebenezer  Pomeroy,  Lieut. 
Noah  Wright  and  Joseph  Hawley  were  chosen  agents  for 
that  purpose,  but  Mr.  Hawley  declined  to  serve.  Again 
the  church  refused  to  observe  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper. 

Precinct  Meetings.  While  the  church  was  laboring  with  the 
problem,  the  precinct  met  from  time  to 
time,  but  transacted  no  business.  On  the  18^''  of  Decem- 
ber, a  vote  was  passed  to  provide  for  the  '"entertainment 
of  the  Council,"  to  pay  all  the  expenses  and  to  engage 
Major  Lyman  [Hon  Phinehas  Lyman]  of  Suffield,  to  assist 
in  presenting  the  case.  Major  Seth  Pomeroy  was  author- 
ized to  wait  on  Mr.  Lyman^  and  "obtain  his  services  at  a 
suitable  reward." 

Meeting  of  the    On  the  26*''  the  council  met.     It  was  com- 
councii.  posed  of  Rev.  Chester  Williams  of  Hadley, 

Rev.  Timoth}^  Woodbridge  of  Hatfield, 
Rev.  Edward  Billings  of  Cold  Spring  (Belchertown),  and 
Rev.  Jonathan  Judd  of  Southampton.  The  church  in 
Sunderland,  which  had  been  invited,  was  not  represented. 
The  names  of  the  delegates,  with  tlie  exception  of  that  of 
Dea.  Strong  of  Southampton,  have  not  been  preserved. 

Mr.  Edward-s  Argues     Mr.  Edwards  spoke  in  his  own  behalf  be- 
his  Case.  fore  the  council.     The  main  questions  he 

presented  were,  whether  it  would  "be 
worth  the  while  to  use  any  endeavors  for  an  accommoda- 
tion," wdietlier  the  parties  were  "now  ripe  for  a  separa- 
tion," "  whether  it  was  for  any  thing  blame-worthy  and 
scandalous  in  the  pastor,  which  rendered  him  unfit  for  the 
ministry,  and  worthy  to  be  dismissed  from  it,"  and  whether 

1    In  Dwighfs  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  341,  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Lyman  "declined  the 
proposed  service." 
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he  slioiild  be  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  county  for  members 
of  the  final  council.  He  claimed  that  the  clergy  in  the] 
county  were  nearly  all  opposed  to  him,  and  would  not 
therefore  be  impartial  judges;  and  that  his  people  had 
never  given  him  a  fair  hearing,  either  in  public  or  private,  i 
Declaring  his  right  to  preach  his  principles,  he  contended' 
that  if  he  did  so  the  people  were  obliged  to  hear  him,  and  ■ 
requested  the  council  to  decide  that  point  in  his  favor.  ! 
Many  of  the  accusations  against  him  he  answered  com- 
pletely, arguing  that  he  had  not  been  treated  fairly,  attrib- 
uting it  to  the  fact  that  his  people  or  the  leading  men 
among  them,  had  from  the  first  determined  that  he  must 
be  dismissed. 

Contention  of  the      No  rccord  is  to  be  fouud  of  the  arguments 
Church  unre-      advanced    by    the    agents  of  the  church. 
Only  from  an  occasional  allusion  to  them 
in  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Edwards,  can  an  idea  of  their  pur- 
port be  obtaiued. 

Mr.  Edwards  again     After  auother  lengthy  argument  in  favor  of 
offers  to  ResiKu     jijg  position,  Mr.    Edwards  made  a  second 

Conditionally.  ,...  -i         n>  ,  ■  i    ■  ,  , 

conditional   otter  to   resign    his   pastorate. 
He  proposed  that  the  people  should  listen  to  his  declaration » 
of  principles,  defer  all  further  action  upon  the  matter  tilli 
spring,   when  the  traveling  would  be  more  comfortable,' 
not  agitating  the  question  in  the  meantime.      Then  if  they 
desire  a  council  of  churches  to  settle  the  controversy,  allow- 
ing him  to  choose  some  members  of  it  from  other  counties, 
and  the  council  should  be  able  to  "  find  out  no  way  for  a 
composition  or  accommodation,"'  lie  would  resign,  provided 
the  precinct  would  free  him  from  rates. 

Decision  and  Ad-  Tlic  couucil  decided  that  there  should  be  a 
journmentofthe  restoration  of  the  sacrament:  that  pastor 
and  people  should  converse  freely  about  the 
points  in  controversy,  but  that  there  should  be  no  public 
proceedings  relative  to  them.  An  opinion  was  also  ex- 
pressed that  the  opposition  of  the  church  committee  to  Mr. 
Edwards'  preaching  upon  his  principles  was  one  probable 
occasion  of  the  uneasiness  and  dissatisfaction  which  pre- 
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vailed.  Probably  to  see  what  effect  their  recommendations 
would  produce,  the  council  adjourned  to  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  February,  171  g. 

Another  Abortive      An  adjoumed  prcciuct  meeting  was  held  on 
Conference.  i\^q  g^g^  Qf  January,  at  which  a  committee 

of  seven  persons,  all  of  them  prominent  in 
the  previous  interviews  with  the  pastor,  was  chosen  to 
"  confer  with  Mr.  Edwards  in  a  free  christian  and  friendly 
manner,  agreeably  to  the  advice  of  the  late  council."  Still 
anxious,  however,  that  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Edwards 
should  be  answered,  Mr.  Williams  not  having  published 
his  pamphlet,  the  precinct  voted  "  to  take  effectual  care  to 
employ  some  suitable  person  that  is  going  to  Boston,"  to' 
interview  Mr.  Clark  of  Salem  [Rev.  Peter  Clark]  to  ascer- 
tain if  he  proposed  to  answer  Mr.  Edwards'  book. 

When  the  above  committee  sought  an  interview  with  the 
pastor,  he  objected  on  the  ground  that  the  proposition  of 
the  committee  made  the  whole  matter  a  public  proceeding, 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  council,  but  he  expressed  a 
willingness  to  confer  with  each  member  of  the  committee 
or  any  others  in  their  private  capacity. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 


PISMISSAL    OF   REV.    JONATHAN    EDWARDS. 

Final  Decision  of     AGREEABLY  to  adjournment  the  council  re- 
the  Council.  asSemblecl  February  7"',  the  subject  under 

discussion  being  the  right  of  the  pastor  to 
select  members  of  the  final  council  outside  the  county 
lines.  Mr.  Edwards  presented  his  opinions  with  fervor 
and  earnestness,  evidently  producing  a  favorable  impres- 
sion. After  considerable  debate  the  council  found  itself 
evenly  divided,  and  no  decision  was  reached.  A  compro- 
mise was  finally  agreed  upon,  by  which  the  pastor  was  per- 
mitted to  select  a  minority  of  the  members  from  other 
counties.  Mr.  Edwards  had  contended  for  the  privilege  of 
naming  one  half  the  council  outside  of  Hampshire  County, 
while  the  church  insisted  that  none  should  be  so  chosen. 

Pulpit  Rights  of        Mr.  Edwards  then  desired  that  the  council 
the  Pastor.  sliould   decide   whether  lie  had  a  right  to 

preach  his  opinions  from  His  own  pulpit, 
but  they  declined  to  consider  the  question,  holding  that  he 
had  that  privilege,  and  that  he  ought  not  to  leave  that 
question  to  any  council.  Thereuxjon  Mr.  Edwards  declared 
that  he  judged  he  had  a  right  to  preach  on  the  subject  on 
the  Sabbath,  but  would  take  the  least  offensive  method, 
and  deliver  a  course  of  weekly  lectures  on  the  topic. 

The  Precinct  Un-     At  a  meeting  adjourned  to  February  12*'',  a 
willing  to  allow      committee  to  confer  witli  Mr.  Edwards,  and 

him     to    Preach  ,  ,         t  i        i   •  i>  i   • 

his  Peculiar  Doc-     eudeavor  jto^oissuade   him  from  preaching 
trines.  qh  that  subj^ct.  was  appointed  :  it  then  ad- 

journed to  March.    Mr.  Edwards  declined  to  accede  to  this 
request,  and  went  forward  with  his  lectures.     The  first  one 
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was  attended  by  many  strangers,  bnt  few  of  his  parish- 
ioners were  present.  It  fell  on  a  day  when  the  County 
Court  was  in  session,  and  the  Justices  adjourned  the  court 
in  order  to  attend  the  lecture.  A  deserved  compliment  to 
the  fame  of  the  preacher,  as  well  as  a  decided  indication  of 
the  interest  manifested  in  this  important  question. 

Advice  Sought  from     A  movemcnt  was   tlieu  made  to  have  a 
the  Hampshire     church  meeting  couveued  iu  order  to  seek 

Association.  ,  -,     .  i>    1 1        tt  i   •  ^  •    j_- 

the  advice  ot  the  Hampshire  Association 
of  Ministers.  But  Mr.  Edwards  objected.  Hardly  a  week, 
he  said,  had  passed  since  a  council  had  been  held  for  that 
very  purpose,  and  the  condition  of  affairs  had  not  since 
materially  changed.  He  further  declared  that  he  would 
have  no  hand  in  calling  any  more  councils,  unless  he  might 
be  permitted  to  invite  from  other  counties,  members  favor- 
able to  his  own  views. 

Thereupon  a  paper  was  prepared  desiring  the  association 
to  convene  and  give  advice.  It  recited  that  Mr.  Edwards 
had  declined  to  call  the  church  together  to  make  the  re- 
quest, and  that  he  refused  to  assist  in  calling  any  more 
councils,  unless  he  might  choose  one  half  the  members 
from  other  counties.  This  paper  received  about  fifty  sig- 
natures, and  was  forwarded  to  Rev.  Mr.  Williams  of  Had- 
ley.  He  sent  the  summons  to  the  members  of  the  associa- 
tion to  meet  at  his  house  at  a  time  named.  In  this  docu- 
ment it  was  stated  that  the  people  of  Northampton  were 
desirous  that  some  one  should 'preach  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  controversy,  and  sought  the  advice  of  the  associa- 
tion thereon. 

Only  six  of  the  twenty-five  ministers  comprising  the 
association  responded.  Three  of  them  had  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Edwards,  who  told  them  that  he  desired  to  select 
only  a  portion  of  his  half  of  any  council  from  beyond  the 
county,  and  not  the  whole  as  had  been  represented.  The 
meeting  adjourned  without  action.  Indeed  it  would  have 
been  impolitic  and  contrary  to  usage  for  so  small  a  number 
of  members  to  pledge  any  thing  in  behalf  of  the  asso- 
ciation. 
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AnotiH-r  Animated  In  the  meantime  the  weekly  lectures  were 
ciiuich  Meeting,  continued,  and  large  audiences  gathered  to, 
listen,  among  Avhom  were  to  be  found  fewj 
Northam])ton  people.  After  the  fifth  and  last  lecture,  ini 
accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  precinct.  Mr.  Edwards  called 
a  church  meeting  to  agree  upon  a  council.  This  was  ap- 
l)arently  one  of  the  most  hotly  contested  of  the  many 
church  meetings  that  had  been  held.  The  first  vote  was'- 
uyjon  admissions  to  the  church,  and  a  large  majority  signi- 
fied their  preference  for  the  old  way.  By  a  bare  majority,' 
at  the  conclusion  of  an  animated  debate,  it  was  decided  to 
call  a  council,  which  was  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  affairs,  and  if  judged  best  to  proceed  to  dissolve 
the  relation  between  pastor  and  people.  Then  followed 
another  lengthened  discussion  concerning  the  question  of 
inviting  ministers  from  other  counties.  Mr.  Edwards  in- 
sisted on  the  privilege  of  naming  one  half  the  council, 
three  of  whom  should  be  from  churches  not  in  the  county,  yij'  \ 

if  the  council  consisted  of  more  than  fourteen  churches,  /-^  "■'^'' 
but  he  would  be  satisfied  with  two  if  the  whole  number 
was  not  more  than  ten.  The  church  decided  against  this 
proposition,  and  adjourned  to  the  next  day.  An  attempt 
was  made  at  the  adjourned  meeting  to  amend  the  vote 
already  adopted  concerning  the  business  to  be  brought  be- 
fore the  council.  But  after  a  spirited  debate,  Mr.  Edwards 
refused  to  put  to  vote  the  motion  to  amend,  virtually  ruling 
it  out  of  order.  Again  the  suggestion  to  select  members  of 
the  council  from  other  counties  was  negatived.  Thereupon 
the  moderator  threw  out  the  hint  that  the  meeting  had 
better  be  dissolved,  as  there  seemed  to  be  no  prospect  of 
joint  action.  He  thought  that  if  the  church  had  decided 
"  not  to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  council,  whether  to 
separate  and  not  allow  him  to  choose  any  members  of  the 
council  outside  of  the  county,"  it  would  not  be  worth 
while  to  make  any  attempt  to  act  in  concert.  This  ultima- 
tum only  added  fuel  to  the  flame,  bringing  out  in  a  more 
emphatic  manner  the  determination  not  to  yield  those 
points.  The  more  hot-headed  were  in  favor  of  the  church 
acting  ex-parte  in  the  matter,  and  after  the  meeting  had 
been  dissolved  some  one  proposed  that  they  should  then 
and  there  take  action  in  defiance  of  the  pastor,  and  pass 
the  amended  call,  but  wiser  counsels  prevailed. 
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Lower  Associatiou     At  a  preciiict  meeting  held  on  the  2"''  of 
Applied  to.  April  (after  two  adjournments  without  busi- 

ness), it  Avas  voted  to  "  apply  to  the  associa- 
tion of  the  lower  part  of  the  county  for  advice  whether  it 
were  best  to  comply  with  Mr.  Edwards'  terms  respecting 
the  choice  of  a  council."  This  body  was  to  meet  at  Spring- 
field Mountains  on  the  following  Wednesday.  Mr,  Josiah 
Pomeroy  was  appointed  messenger  to  present  the  request  of 
the  parish,  and  Major  Ebenezer  Pomeroy  and  Major  Joseph 
Hawley  were  designated  to  prepare  the  document.  The 
precinct  then  adjourned  till  the  10"'  of  April.  In  order  that 
the  association  might  fairly  understand  the  case,  Mr.  Ed- 
wards sent  a  communication  to  a  member  of  the  association 
setting  forth  his  views.  At  the  precinct  meeting  held  on 
the  10"',  the  letters  of  the  association  to  the  pastor  and  pre- 
cinct were  presented,  and  the  former  also  offered  a  letter 
which  he  had  addressed  to  one  of  the  deacons.  Neither  of 
these  documents  have  been  preserved.  This  meeting  was 
composed  of  but  forty-four  persons,  and  the  only  business 
accomplished  was  to  request  Mr.  Edwards  to  call  a  church 
meeting  to  consider  the  question  at  issue,  and  adjourn  to 
the  17"'. 

Its  Advice  Rejected.      The  suggestions  offered  by  this  association 
nowhere  appear,  but  from  a  sentence  in 
Mr.    Edwards'   report   of   the   church    meeting,    called   in 
accordance  with  the  latest  vote  of  the  precinct,  the  infer- 
ence may  be  drawn  that  its  purport  was  to  call  another 
council  to  decide  about  inviting  members  of  tlie  definitive 
council,  from  other  counties.     At  the  church  meeting  the 
advice  of  the  association  was  read  and  discussed,  and  by  a 
/vote  of  one  hundred  nine  to  fifty-six  it  was  decided  not  to 
I  admit  members  from  other  counties,  and  also  not  to  call 
.'  another  previous  council. 

Deacons  Warn  a  On  the  17"'  of  April  the  prcciuct  met  again. 
Church  Meeting;,  ^ud  a  letter  from  Rev.  Mr.  Clark  of  Salem 
was  read.  No  copy  of  this  communication 
remains,  but  in  it  he  undoubtedly  declined  to  undertake  to 
answer  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Edwards.  It  was  voted  to 
apply  to  the  deacons  of  the  church  to  warn  a  meeting  of 
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that  organization,  to  be  lield  the  next  ''  Fryday,"  and  to 
pay  them  for  tlieir  trouble.  Mr.  Edwards  liad  gone  on  a 
"journey  down  the  country,"  and  the  precinct  was  in  such 
haste  to  have  its  mandates  carried  out  that  it  could  not 
await  his  return.  The  precinct  meeting  was  adjourned  to 
the  2''  of  May. 

Its  Proceedings.  Three  days  after,  on  the  20"',  the  church 
was  convened,  and  the  question  concerning 
the  expediency  and  propriety  of  the  brethren  acting  with- 
out the  pastor  in  calling  a  council  was  under  discussion. 
A  proposition  was  made  by  Mr.  Hawley  that  seven  persons, 
ministers  or  laymen  or  both,  should  be  summoned,  not 
as  an  ecclesiastical  council,  but  as  advisers,  to  consider 
whether  by  some  method  pastor  and  church  might  not 
consist  together  notwithstanding;  their  differences  of 
opinion.  These  men  were  to  be  mutually  chosen  from  any 
part  of  the  county.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  end, 
and  after  the  proposal  had  been  fully  argued,  it  was 
adopted  by  a  great  majority.  A  committee  of  five  persons 
was  chosen  to  consider  what  "circumstantial  alterations" 
might  be  deemed  necessary  in  the  call,  and  the  meeting 
adjourned  for  one  week.  This  committee  was  unable  to^ 
agree,  a  majority  of  them  holding  the  opinion  that  it 
would  be  better  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  pastor  I 
in  reference  to  the  residence  of  members,  and  so  reported./ 
Apparently  the  church  had  become  tired  of  the  wrangle, 
and  at  the  adjourned  meeting  voted  that  the  pastor  should 
be  granted  the  privilege  of  choosing  some  members  of  the 
council  "'  without  the  bounds  of  the  county,"  and  requested 
him  to  notify  a  church  meeting.  Probably  the  meeting- 
held  in  the  absence  of  the  minister,  was  not  deemed  legally 
competent  to  act  finally  in  the  matter. 

A  Mutual  Council  Accordingly  another  gathering  of  the 
Decided  upon.  cliurcli  was  held,  and  the  i^revious  action 
ratified,  with  the  qualification  that  it  should 
not  have  the  "force  of  a  precedent."  The  number  to  be 
chosen  from  abroad  was  limited  to  two,  with  the  privilege 
of  naming  two  others  as  substitutes.  It  was  also  decided 
that  the  council  should  be  one  of  churches,  to  consist  of 
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ten  members.     The  pastor  and   cliurcli   then  selected  the 
churches  they  desired  as  follows  :  — 

"Bj'  Mr.  Edwards,  Rev.  Mr.  Reynolds  of  Enfield  :  Rev.  Mr.  Billings 
of  Cold  Spring :  Rev.  Mr.  Abercronibie  of  Pelham  ;  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Woodbridge  of  Soiith  Hadley  as  substitute.  He  also  named  Rev.  ]Mr. 
Foxcroft  of  Boston  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Parkman  of  Westborougli ;  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Wigglesworth  of  Ipswich  Hamlet,  an<l  Rev.  Mr.  Hobby  of  Read- 
ing as  substitutes. 

On  the  part  of  the  church  were  chosen  Rev.  Mr.  Woodbridge  of 
Hatfield  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Breck  of  Springfield  :  Rev.  Mr.  Hubbard  of  Shef- 
field ;  Rev.  Mr.  Williams  of  Hadley  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Ashley  of  Sunderland ; 
and  as  substitutes,  Rev.  Mr.  Williams  of  Longmeadow,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Leavitt  of  Somers. 

Major  Pomero}',  Lieut.  Wright  and  Joseph  Hawley  were  appointed 
to  manage  the  case  before  the  council.  The  Precinct  convened  by  ad- 
journment, immediately  after  the  church  meeting,  and  voted  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  the  council,  as  well  as  of  some  person  who  should  be 
procured  by  the  church  to  assist  them  in  presenting  their  case." 

Proceedings  of  the     On  the  19"'  of  June  the  council  met.     Nine 
Council.  churches     only    were     represented.      The 

church  at  Cold  Spring  (Belchertown),  did 
not  accept  the  invitation,  but  Mr.  Billings,  the  pastor, 
being  in  Northampton  on  the  day  on  which  the  council 
assembled,  was  desired  by  Mr.  Edwards  and  the  church  to 
sit  and  act  in  the  council,  and  was  admitted  by  that  body. 
As  he  had  no  delegate  with  him  the  council  was  not  full. ' 

The  council  was  composed  of  the  following  named 
churches  and  delegates  :  — 

"Enfield — Rev.  Peter  Reynolds,  pastor;  Mr.  Edward  Collins,  dele- 
gate. 

"Sheffield — Rev.  Jonathan  HubViard,  pastor;  Mr.  Daniel  Kellogg, 
delegate. 

"  Sutton— Rev.  David  Hall,  pastor  ;  Mr.  Jonathan  Hall,  delegate.- 

"Reading — Rev.  William  Hobby,  pastor;  Mr.  Samuel  Bancroft, 
delegate. 

1  This  act  of  Mr.  Billings  cost  him  his  pastorate.  Within  two  years  he  was  dis- 
missed, ostensibly  on  the  same  grounds  as  was  Mr.  Edwards.  When  the  church  at 
Cold  Spring  was  invited  to  join  the  council  by  Mr.  Edwards,  it  declined  on  the  ground 
that  it  did  not  agree  with  his  principles,  and  was  unwilling  that  its  pastor,  who  was 
of  the  same  opinion  as  the  Northampton  pastor,  should  represent  it  there. 

2  It  is  nowhere  stated  how  the  church  in  Sutton  came  to  be  included  in  the  coun- 
cil. It  was  not  among  those  originally  named  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Undoubtedly  it  was 
accepted  by  both  parties  in  place  of  some  one  of  them  that  declined. 
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"  Springfield,  First  Church — Rev.  Robert  Breck,  pastor  ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Stebbins,  delegate. 

"Sunderland — Rev.  Joseph  Ashley,  pastor;  Mr.  Samuel  Montague, 
delegate. 

"  Hatfield  —  Rev.  Timothy  Woodbridge,  pastor;  Oliver  Partridge 
Esq.,  delegate. 

"  Hadley,  First  Church — Rev.  Chester  Williams,  pastor;  Mr.  Enos 
Nash,  delegate. 

"  Pelham — Rev.  Robert  Abercrombie,  pastor;  Mr.  Matthew  Gray, 
delegate." 

The  council  organized  by  tlie  choice  of  Rev.  Jonathan 
Hubbard  as  Moderator,  and  Rev.  Chester  Williams  as 
Scribe.  Both  sides  presented  their  case,  and  the  council, 
having  endeavored  to  harmonize  the  differences  between 
the  parties  without  avail,  voted  that  the  pastoral  relation 
shoiild Joe  dissolved  if  the  people  still  persisted  in  desiring 
it,  and  adjourned  for  a.  rou})l('  of  days  in  OTder  to' give  tffe 
church  another  opportunity  of  expressing  its  opinion. 
That  body  was  again  convened,  and  again  it  voted — by  two 
hundred  against  twenty — that__the_jgastor  must  be  dis- 
missed .  Accordingly  on  the  22''  of  June,  the  council  took 
the  necessary  steps  to  dissolve  the  relation  between  pastor 
and  people.     The  result  of  the  vote  was  as  follows  :  — 

"Affirmative — Pastors— Jonathan  Hubbard,  Robert  Breck,  Joseph 
Ashley,  Timothy  Woodbridge,  Chester  Williams. 

"Delegates — Daniel  Kellogg,  Thomas  Stebbins,  Samuel  Montague, 
Oliver  Partridge,  Enos  Nash. 

"  Negative— Pastors — Peter  Reynolds.  David  Hall.  William  Hobby, 
Robert  Abercrombie.  Jonathan  Billings. 

"  Delegates  —  Edward  Collins,  Jonathan  Hall,  Samuel  Bancroft, 
Matthew  G-ray." 

A  Protest  against  Tliose  pastors  and  delegates  voting  in  the 
the  Action  of  the  negative  entered  a  protest  against  the  de- 
cision of  the  council.  They  believed  that 
the  proceedings  had  been  consummated  in  too  great  haste, 
considering  the  past  conduct  and  present  temper  of  the 
people  ;  some  who  voted  to  dissolve  the  connection  ex- 
pressed surprise  at  the  uncominion  zeal  manifested  by  the 
people  in  voting  for  the  dismission,  which  showed  "that 
they  were  far  from  a  temper  of  mind,  becoming  such  a 
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solemn  and  awful  transaction  considered  in  all  its  circum- 
stances.'' ^ 

Compromise  nn  -       Had  the  council  been  full  the  result  would 
possible.  have  been  a  tie.    Both  pastors  and  delegates 

had  decided  upon  their  course  beforehand, 
and  each  voted  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  party 
by  whom  he  was  selected.  The  position  of  affairs  in  the 
church — the  bitter  uncharitableness  which  prevailed  on 
one  side,  and  the  unyielding  stubbornness  on  the  other- 
precluded  any  attempt  at  compromise,  and  the  council  had 
none  to  propose.  The  doors  of  the  church  so  far  as  the 
admission  of  members  was  concerned,  had  been  closed  for 
some  time,  and  apparently  could  not  be  opened  unless  one 
party  or  the  other  yielded  unconditionally,  or  were  forced 
to  submit  to  a  decree  of  the  council.  The  people  of  North- 
ampton, whether  with  or  without  sufficient  cause,  had  lost 
confidence  in  their  pastor.  Taught  by  the  emotional 
preaching  of  that  day,  which  permitted  feeling  to  usurp 
the  place  of  reason,  they  sought  to  compass  their  ends 
despite  all  opposition.  The  two  parties  which  had  since  its 
settlement,  embittered  the  social  and  political  life  of  the 
town,  united  by  means  of  the  great  awakening  under  Mr. 
Edwards,  now  made  common  cause  against  the  man  whose 
influence  had  brought  about  this  unity.  So  thoroughly 
had  this  spirit  of  contention  amo7ig  themselves  been  sub- 
dued, that  one  argument  against  allowing  the  pastor  to 
preach  on  the  issue,  was  the  fear  that  it  might  "  make  par- 
ties in  town." 

1  In  the  foregoing  narrative  of  the  dismissal  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards  from  the 
church  in  Northampton,  the  Jovirnal  of  Mr.  Edwards  as  quoted  in  Dwight's  Life  of 
that  eminent  Divine  has  been  followed.  The  church  records  are  mute  concerning  the 
whole  matter.  So  little  appears  there  during  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Edwards,  that  it 
has  been  suggested  that  they  have  been  tampered  with,  and  all  information  relating 
to  that  controversy  abstracted.  But  there  is  little  or  no  evidence  to  justify  such  an 
insinuation.  It  was  uot  then  customary  to  make  full  records  of  any  public  meet- 
ings, and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  church  records  would  be  an  exception.  The 
church  records  previous  to  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Edwards,  are  very  imperfect.  They 
contain  a  list  of  church  memlters,  but  scarce  anything  relative  to  its  business  trans- 
actions. While  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  more  minute  reports  were  not  preserved,  it 
is  yet  fortunate  that  Mr.  Edwards'  Journal  remains  to  supply  the  deficiency.  The 
records  of  the  precinct  nieetings  during  this  time,  are  all  carried  out  in  the  usual 
brief  and  unsatisfactory  manner,  and  from  them  Mr.  Edwards  must  have  obtained 
his  facts  concerning  parish  action. 
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Pastoral  Relations  Mucli  may  be  Said  Oil  both  sides  of  this  con- 
uot  Indissoluble,  trovovsy,  and  neither  party  can  be  deemed 
entirely  blameless.  The  ground  has  been 
so  thoroughly  covered  by  other  writers  that  it  is  needless 
to  enter  largely  upon  the  matter  here.  In  those  days  the 
dismissal  of  a  pastor  was  by  no  means  a  rare  occurrence. 
The  impression  prevails  that  then  clergymen  were  settled 
for  life.  That  was  the  understanding  among  pioneer 
churches,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases,  so  resulted.  Still 
when  a  church  and  people  found  sufficient  reasons  for  part- 
ing with  a  pastor,  they  had  no  hesitation  about  dismissing 
him.  During  a  little  more  than  thirty  years — from  1721  to 
1755 — no  less  than  six  clergymen  were  dismissed  within  a 
radius  of  twenty-five  miles  of  Northampton,  and  within 
the  bounds  of  what  then  constituted  the  County  of  Hamp- 
shire. 

Extenuating  cireum-    Not  a  little  severe  and  in  some  degree  just 
stances.  criticism  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  peo- 

ple of  Northampton,  for  the  bitterness  of 
their  opposition  to  Mr.  Edwards.  Sharp  controversy  and 
extreme  partisanship  were  characteristic  of  the  times.  In/ 
a  community  where  the  clannishness  of  relationship  largelji 
prevailed,  personalities  were  brought  into  every  contest/ 
Letters  to  government  officials  concerning  local  disagree- 
ments, to  be  found  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  state, 
amply  prove  this  assertion.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
during  the  contest  over  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Breck  at 
Springfield,  in  which  Mr.  Edwards  bore  a  conspicuous 
part,  so  strong  was  the  partisanship  displayed,  that  the  aid 
of  the  County  Court  was  invoked  by  one  party  to  silence 
their  opponents.  While  there  may  be  no  sufficient  apology 
for  the  unchristian  hatred  which  pursued  Mr.  Edwards  to 
his  dismissal,  there  are  still  extenuating  circumstances.  Tof 
the  people  of  Northampton,  the  religious  opinions  byl 
which  they  had  been  so  long  governed,  were  no  less  signifij 
cant  than  were  to  Mr.  Edwards  the  principles  by  which  h' 
sought  to  supplant  them.  The  battle  of  methods  wai 
fought  out  on  both  sides  with  equal  zeal  and  ability. 

There  is  another  consideration,  which  though  it  may  be 
deemed   of   slight   importance  in   comparison  with   other 
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suggestions,  ought  not  to  be  entirely  overlooked.  When 
Mr.  Edwards  was  dismissed  he  was  simply  the  pastor  of  an 
obscure  country  parish.  His  renown  as  a  thinker  came 
afterwards.  The  odium  of  dismissing  the  greatest  theolo- 
gian of  modern  times  is  imputed  to  the  people  of  North- 
ampton, but  while  the  uncommon  heat  and  ardor  of  his 
opponents  cannot  be  too  strongly  censured,  it  must  be  con- 
sidered that  much  of  modern  criticism,  in  fact  most  of  the 
denunciation  of  his  opponents,  has  been  founded  upon  the 
reputation  that  came  to  him  after  his  dismissal.  In  the 
solitudes  of  Stockbridge  he  wrote  his  immortal  treatises  on 
the  "  Freedom  of  the  Will,"  "  Original  Sin,"  and  "  The  His- 
tory of  Redemption,"  and  won  a  name  that  will  never  fade. 
While  he  was  known  as  a  preacher  of  more  than  ordinary 
power,  and  a  man  of  greatly  superior  intellect,  the  halo  of 
a  subsequent  achievement  that  challenged  the  sympathy  of 
his  admirers,  had  not  then  appeared.  He  was  dismissed  as 
a  pastor  of  a  small  country  church,  of  more  than  ordinary 
capacity  it  is  true,  but  not  as  the  man  of  commanding 
influence  which  he  afterwards  became. 

The  Precinct  foi-  Tlicrc  wcre  precedents  for  the  position  taken 
lowed  Establish-  ]jj  i\^q  citizeus  conceming  the  make-up  of 
the  council,  though  they  finally  yielded  that 
important  point.  The  precinct,  in  acting  in  advance  of  the 
church,  but  followed  the  course  pursued  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  town.  In  almost  every  case  respecting  the  set- 
tlement or  call  of  a  minister,  the  town  vote  contains  no 
allusion  to  any  co-operation  with  the  church.  Tip"  tO" 
within  a  few  years  of  this  time,  town  and  church  were 
practically  the  same.  Now  as  another  church  existed,  the 
l^recinct  or  parish  took  the  place  of  the  town,  and  follow- 
ing out  previous  practice,  took  all  the  preliminary  steps. 
Mr.  Edwards  resented  this,  and  in  some  degree  undoubtedly 
aggravated  the  feeling  against  him  by  assuming  certain 
rights  as  pastor  and  moderator  of  church  meetings,  by 
which  he  sought  to  modify  or  change  the  line  of  action 
proposed  by  the  precinct.  But  it  is  unprofitable  to  discuss 
further  this  unpleasant  controversy.  Mr.  Edwards  was 
(misrepresented  by  his  opponents,  and  every  means  was 
adopted,  however  unscrupulous,  in  accordance  with  the 
prevailing  temper  of  the  times,  to  compass  his  dismissal. 


1750.]  DISMISSAL   OF   REV.  JONATHAN   EDWARDS.  227 

A  Doubtful  Asser-     It  has  been  many  times  asserted  that  at  last 
t'O"-  tlie   precinct  voted  no  longer  to  hear  Mr. 

Edwards  preach.  His  farewell  sermon  was 
delivered  July  1,  1750.  After  that  he  was  engaged  by  the 
committee  to  preach  whenever  he  was  in  town,  but  as  he 
says,  only  "when  no  one  else  could  be  obtained,  and  only 
from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath. "  "  'At  length,'  observes  Dr.  Hop- 
kins, '  great  uneasiness  was  manifested  by  many  people  of 
Northampton,  that  Mr.  Edwards  should  preach  there  at 
all.  Upon  which  the  committee  for  supplying  the  pulpit, 
called  the  town  together  to  know  their  minds  with  respect 
to  that  matter  ;  when  they  voted  that  it  was  not  agreeable 
to  their  minds  that  he  should  preach  among  them.'"'  ^ 

Not  Justified  by      While  it  may  be  possible  that  such  a  meet- 
the  Records.  |j^g  -^^s  held  and  such  a  vote  passed,  the 

records  of  both  precinct  and  town  are  silent 
concerning  the  matter.  The  exact  date  of  this  meeting  is 
not  given,  but  it  is  generally  understood  that  it  took  place 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  November,  1750.  Pre- 
cinct meetings  were  held  in  that  month,  and  at  one  of  them 
it  was  voted  "to  pay  Mr.  Edwards  £10  old  tenor,  per  Sab- 
bath for  the  time  he  preached  here  since  he  was  dismissed," 
but  there  is  nothing  on  record  concerning  a  determination 
to  hear  him  preach  no  more.  If  at  any  meeting  such  a 
vote  was  passed,  it  must  have  been  at  one  hastily  sum- 
moned by  the  committee,  in  such  an  informal  manner  that 
no  record  of  its  proceedings  was  ever  made.  Certain 
formalities  were  required  to  establish  the  legality  of  any 
town  or  precinct  meeting,  and  while  it  is  doubtful  whether 
any  meeting  called  in  accordance  with  the  usually  pre- 
scribed formula,  ever  passed  such  a  vote,  it  is  still  barely 
possible  that  it  may  have  been  omitted  from  the  records. 
It  is  not  to  be  asserted  that  Dr.  Hopkins,  who  was  familiar 
with  all  the  proceedings  of  the  time,  though  not  settled  in 
Hadley  till  four  years  after  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
would  deliberately  falsify  in  such  a  matter,  yet  there  seems 
to  be  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  resting  upon  that  statement. 
If  any  such  opinion  was  ever  expressed  by  the  people  of 
Northampton,    it  was  undoubtedly  instigated   by  the  at- 

1     Dwighfs  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  418. 
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tempt  made  about  this  time,  or  soon  after,  to  resettle  Mr. 
Edwards  over  a  new  church  in  town,  to  be  formed  by  his 
personal  friends  and  admirers.  Whatever  of  truth  there 
may  be  in  this  statement,  it  is  certain  that  Mr.  Edwards 
j3reached  here  after  the  passage  of  the  vote.  The  last  ser- 
mon delivered  by  him  in  Northampton,  was  in  the  after- 
noon of  October  1.3th,  1751,  from  the  text  to  be  found  in 
Heb.  11  :  16.  Rev.  Jonathan  Judd  of  Southampton  occu- 
pied the  pulpit  in  the  morning,  and  in  his  diary  both  facts 
are  recorded. 

Mr.  Edwards  Called  Mr.  Edwards  rccelved  proposals  from  the 
to  stookbridge.  cliurcli  and  congregation  in  Stockbridge 
to  become  their  pastor,  in  December,  1750. 
About  the  same  time  he  had  an  invitation  from  a  London 
Missionary  Society  to  take  charge  of  the  Housatonnuck  In- 
dians, who  were  located  at  Stockbridge  and  its  immediate 
vicinity.  Accordingly  he  went  in  January  to  that  place, 
where  he  remained  throughout  the  winter,  and  finally  ac- 
cepted the  call,  removing  to  Stockbridge  in  the  autumn  of 
1751. 

Another  Difficulty  But  he  did  uot  leave  Northampton  without 
in  Northampton,  q-^^q  niore  uupleasaut  encounter  with  his  old 
parishioners.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
though  small  in  numbers,  were  devoted  to  him,  and  were 
anxious  to  retain  him  in  Northampton.  With  this  intent 
they,  together  with  "some  who  acted  on  neither  side,  but 
after  his  dismission  adhered  to  him,"  proposed  to  form 
another  church,  and  settle  him  as  its  pastor.  When  this 
subject  was  first  introduced  is  somewhat  uncertain.  Prob- 
ably it  was  in  contemplation  for  some  time,  and  came  to  a 
head  when  he  received  the  call  to  Stockbridge.  Mr.  Ed- 
wards was  satisfied  that  this  would  only  perpetuate  and 
prolong  the  strife  here,  and  did  not  favor  the  design. 
Yielding  at  last  to  the  importunity  of  his  friends,  he  con- 
sented to  join  them  in  seeking  the  advice  of  an  ecclesiasti- 
cal council.'     This  body  met  in  Northampton,  May  15^''. 

1  "The  opponents  of  Mr.  Edwards  imagiuius  that  the  convening  of  this  council 
was  part  of  a  plan  for  reversing  the  proceedings  of  the  former  council  and  restoring 
him  to  his  old  pastoral  charge,  were  exceedingly  excited,  gave  way  to  great  violence 
of  feeling."— Miller's  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  132. 


1751.]  DISMISSAL   OF   REV.  JONATHAN   EDWARDS.  229 

1751.  Great  excitement  was  created  in  town  by  this  move- 
ment. It  was  believed  that  Mr.  Edwards,  through  his 
friends,  was  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  re-settlement  in  town. 

Remonstrance  of       At  a  cliurch  meeting  called  to  consider  the 
the  Church.  subject,   a  Committee  was  appointed,  who 

drew  up  a  remonstrance  which  was  pre- 
sented to  the  council.  This  paper  was  one  of  the  most  bit- 
ter documents  that  the  opponents  of  Mr.  Edwards  had 
formulated  against  him.  It  has  disappeared,  and  onlj'" 
from  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Hawley 
allude  to  it,  can  any  idea  of  its  purport  be  obtained.  Mr. 
Edwards,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hawley  (which  together  with 
the  reply  of  Major  Hawley,  will  be  noted  hereafter),  says 
in  regard  to  it  :  ^ — 

"as  to  j'our  Remonstrance  to  the  last  council,  it  not  only  contained 
things  that  were  uncharitable  and  censorioiis  by  which  Facts  were 
misinterpreted  and  overstated  but  it  was  full  of  direct,  bold  slander 
asserted  in  strong  terms,  and  delivered  in  very  severe  opprobrious 
language  merely  on  suspicion  and  surmise." 

Major  Hawley,  who,  though  he  denied  writing  the  docu- 
ment, acknowledged  that  he  assisted  in  compiling  it,  and 
copied  and  read  it  to  the  council,  thus  characterises  it.  He 
says  that  it  was 

••  Everywhere  interlarded  with  unchristiaTi  bitterness,  sarcastical, 
and  unmannerly  insinuations.  It  contained  divers  direct,  grievous, 
and  criminal  charges  and  allegations  against  Mr.  Edwards,  which,  I 
have  since  good  reason  to  supi)0se,  were  all  founded  on  jealous  and  un- 
charitable mistakes."'  "  It  was,"  he  continues,  "  a  scandalous,  abusive, 
injurious  libel,  against  Mr.  Edwards  and  his  particular  friends."  ^ 

The  council  immediately  invited  the  committee  to  appear 
and  siibstantiate  the  charges  and  insinuati()ns  it  contained. 
Refusing  to  recognize  that  assembly  as  an  ecclesiastical 
body,  the  committee  declined  to  act.  The  church  was  also 
desired  by  the  council  to  unite  with  it  in  a  friendly  confer- 
ence upon  the  affair,  but  the  state  of  feeling  was  such  that 
nothing  could  be  accomplished.  Finally  the  council,  agree- 
ably to  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Edwards,  advised  that  he 
accept  the  call  to  Stockbridge. 

1    Dwight's  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  4e4. 
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Mr.  Edwards  Re-  For  Hiore  than  a  year  Mr.  Edwards  con- 
moves  his  Family,  tinued  to  occupy  liis  homestead  on  King 
Street,  and  did  not  remove  his  family  to 
Stockbridge  till  October,  1751.  The  interval  he  spent  be- 
tween Northampton  and  Stockbridge,  having  been  installed 
over  the  church  in  the  latter  place,  in  August.  He 
preached  his  last  sermon  here  on  the  13*''  of  October,  and 
three  days  after  set  out  with  his  family  on  the  journey  to 
his  new  place  of  abode.  Nothing  is  known  concerning  the 
manner  of  his  leave-taking,  or  who  of  his  faithful  friends 
were  present  to  bid  him  a  sorrowful  farewell.  All  that 
remains  relative  to  it  is  the  following  entry  in  the  diary  of 
Rev.  Jonathan  Judd  of  Southampton  :  —  "''  Oct.  16,  met  Mr. 
Edwards  and  family  at  Lorin  (?)  Bartlett's,  rid  some  miles." 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  at  least  one  faithful  friend 
cheered  by  his  presence,  the  wearied  divine  as  he  severed 
the  last  ties  that  bound  him  to  the  scene  of  his  aspirations, 
his  triumphs  and  his  tribulations.  From  that  time  on- 
ward no  evidence  appears  to  show  that  Mr.  Edwards  ever 
again  preached  in  Northampton.  However,  as  he  had  two 
married  daughters  living  here  it  is  probable  that  he  occa- 
sionally visited  the  place.  He  made  a  journey  to  North- 
ampton in  1755,  and  no  doubt  came  at  other  times  to  visit 
his  daughters. 

Major  Hawiey  Ar-     Mr.  Edwards,  iu  a  letter  to  Rev.  Mr.  Erskine 
raigned.  of  Scotlaud,  Written  in  July,  1750,  in  a  re- 

view of  the  controversy  with  his  people, 
thus  speaks  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  among  his  oppo- 
nents :  — 

"  The  people,  in  managing  this  affair  on  their  side,  have  made  chief 
use  of  a  yonng  gentleman  of  liberal  education  and  notable  abilities, 
and  a  fluent  speaker,  of  about  seven  or  eight  and  twenty  years  of  age, 
my  grandfather  Stoddard's  grandson,  being  my  mother's  sister's  son,  a 
man  of  lax  principles  in  religion,  falling  in.  in  some  essential  things, 
with  Arminians,  and  is  very  open  and  bold  in  it.  He  was  improved  as 
one  of  the  agents  for  the  church,  and  was  their  chief  spokesman  before 
the  council.  He  very  streniTOUsly  urged  before  the  council  the  neces- 
sity of  an  immediate  separation  ;  and  1,  knowing  the  church,  the  most 
of  them,  to  be  inflexibly  bent  on  this  event,  informed  the  council  that 
I  should  not  enter  into  the  dispute,  but  should  refer  the  matter  wholly 
to  the  council's  judgment."  ^ 

1     Dwight's  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  410. 
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He  Writes  to  Mr.  The  individual  referred  to  in  the  above  ex- 
Edwards,  tract,  was  Major  Joseph  Hawley,  who 
doubtless  contributed  more  than  any  of  his 
contemporaries  towards  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Edwards.  In 
a  short  time  Major  Hawley  began  to  realize  the  injustice  of 
his  course,  and  on  the  ll^''  of  August,  1754,  opened  a  cor- 
respondence with  that  gentleman,  requesting  him  to  give 
his  judgment  concerning  the  conduct  of  the  writer  in  that 
affair.  To  this  letter,  which  has  not  been  preserved,  in  the 
following"  November,  Mr.  Edwards  made  an  elaborate 
reply.  In  it  he  reviewed  to  some  extent  the  entire  contro- 
versy as  well  as  the  part  taken  in  it  by  his  correspondent. 
He  dwells  especially  upon  the  uncharitable  and  unchristian 
spirit  evinced  by  the  people  and  their  leaders,  the  continued 
perversion  and  misrepresentations  of  his  views,  the  want 
of  deference  towards  him  whom  most  of  them  "esteemed 
to  be  the  chief  instrument  in  the  Hand  of  God  of  the 
eternal  salvation  of  their  souls,"  and  the  manifest  determi- 
nation from  the  beginning  of  the  controversy  that  he 
should  be  dismissed.     He  says  :  — 

"The  People  most  manifestly  continued  in  a  constant  flame  of  high 
Resentment  &  vehement  opposition  for  more  than  two  years  together ; 
&  this  spirit  instead  of  subsiding  grew  higher  and  higher,  till  they  had 
obtained  their  end  in  my  expulsion  ;  nor  did  it  cease  then,  but  still 
they  manifested  their  Jealousy  of  me,  as  if  I  was  personally  doing  the 
part  of  an  Enemy  to  'em  so  long  as  I  had  a  living  in  the  Town,  yea  till 
they  saw  the  Town  well  cleared  of  all  my  Family.  So  deep  were  their 
Prejudices  when  their  Heat  was  manifested  that  nothing  would  quiet 
'em  till  they  could  see  the  Town  clear  of  Root  &  Branch,  name  &  Rem- 
nant." With  reference  to  Mr.  Hawley's  own  course,  he  says  in  the 
same  letter  :  — "  And  therefore,  sir,  I  think  you  made  yourself  greatly 
guilty  in  the  sight  of  God,  in  the  Part  you  acted  in  this  afifair,  becom- 
ing, especially  toward  the  latter  Part  of  it,  very  much  the  Leader  in 
it :  &  much  from  your  own  forwardness,  putting  yourself  forward  as 
it  were  as  tho'  fond  of  meddling  &  Helping,  which  were  the  less  becom- 
ing considering  yom-  youth  and  considering  your  Relation  to  me. 
Your  forwardness  especially  appeared  on  this  occasion,  that  after  you 
were  chosen  as  one  of  the  committee  to  plead  their  cause  before  a  coun- 
cil, you  came  to  me  and  desired  me  to  stay  the  ch.  on  purpose  that  you 
might  have  opportunity  to  excuse  yourself  from  the  Business  :  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and  you  did  excuse  yourself  and  was  excused, 
but  when  the  matter  came  to  be  pleaded  before  the  council  j-ou  (I 
think  very  inconsistently)  thrust  yourself  forward  and  pleaded  the 
caiise  with  Earnestness,  notwithstanding  'tis  manifest  that  what  you 
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did  in  the  affair  from  Time  to  Time,  not  only  helped  the  People  to  gain 
their  end  in  dismissing  me,  but  much  encouraged  and  promoted  the 
spirit  with  which  it  was  done  ;  your  confident,  magisterial,  vehement 
manner  had  a  natural  direct  tendency  to  it."  He  also  gives  his  views 
concerning  the  Remonstrance,  to  which  allusion  has  already  been 
made,  and  strongly  states  his  own  position  in  the  affair  of  the  proposed 
re-settlement. 

Major  Hawiey  in  To  this  letter  Major  Hawley  replied  on  the 
Reply  Apologizes  2P'  of  January,  1755,  receiving  "kindly 
and  thankfully,"  the  strictures  upon  his 
conduct  which  it  contained.  He  acknowledged  that  he 
was  guilty  in  many  ways,  though  he  had  not  in  all  respects 
apprehended  himself  so  culpable  as  did  Mr.  Edwards. 
Several  instances  are  cited  in  which  he  condemns  himself 
for  his  manner  and  language,  and  evinces  much  sorrow 
therefor,  though  he  still  adheres  to  the  sentiments  then 
uttered.  The  following  paragraph  indicates  sufficiently  the 
general  tone  of  the  letter  :  — 

•'  As  to  what  I  said  at  Father  Lyman's  before  the  previous  council,  I 
freely  confess,  Sir.  and  own  that  the  air  and  language  in  which  consid- 
erable of  what  I  said  was  delivered,  was  irreverent,  immodest,  deri- 
sive, magisterial  and  savouring  of  haughtiness  and  levity,  and  such  as 
illy  became  me  when  arguing  with  you.  Sir,  who  was  so  much 
my  superior  in  age,  station  and  accomplishments,  and  who  deserved 
from  me  great  respect  and  defference  ;  for  which  I  humbly  and  sin- 
cerely ask  your  forgiveness  and  am  very  sorry,  not  only  for  that  it  was 
disrespectful  to  you.  Sir,  But  also  a  very  ill  example  to  others,  and  had 
a  tendency  to  abate  the  respect  and  reverence  which  the  bystanders 
ought  to  have  maintained  in  their  minds  towards  you,  and  which  it 
was  my  Duty  to  have  bj"-  all  means  Endeavored  to  have  maintained, 
and  probably  had  an  influence  upon  the  hearers  towards  prompting 
them  to  a  disrespectful  and  Ir reverend  treatment  of  you  afterwards. 
But  with  regard  to  the  sentiments  I  then  delivered,  upon  the  most  im- 
partial consideration  I  have  ever  been  capable  of  I  have  not  been  able 
to  discover  sufficient  reason  to  alter  them,  and  apprehend  that  if  I  had 
declared  them  in  a  decent,  moderate,  humble  manner,  I  should  not  have 
reason  to  reflect  ujion  myself  therefor.  And  I  make  no  doubt.  Sir,  But 
that  if  I  had  opportunit,y  for  free  and  calm  conversation  upon  the  mat- 
ter I  would  satisfie  you  that  there  was  no  Inconsistency  in  what  I  said 
before  that  council,  with  my  wholly  declining  to  act  as  the  ch's.  agent 
in  the  matter  that  were  to  have  been  laid  before  it."  In  regard  to  the 
remonstrance  he  offers  little  excuse,  but  condemns  the  substance  of  it, 
the  manner  of  its  presentation,  its  undue  heat  and  exaggeration  and 
the  untruths  and  slanders  it  contained.     He  expresses  sorrow  for  the 
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part  he  had  taken  in  that  "  niehincholy  affair."  and  "  humbly  &  earn- 
estly" asks  the  forgiveness  of  Mr.  Edwards.  ^ 

And  Writes  another  Tell  jeai's  after  the  proceedings  for  dis- 
Letter  Six  Years  missal  had  been  closed,  six  years  subse- 
quent to  the  above  quoted  correspondence, 
and  two  years  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Edwards,  Major 
Hawley  again  opened  up  the  matter.  This  time  he  ad- 
dressed a  very  humble  and  apologetic  letter  to  Rev.  Mr. 
Hall  of  Sutton,  a  member  of  the  two  councils.  Having 
made  his  peace  with  Mr.  Edwards  and  been  forgiven  by 
him,  he  now  made  a  full  and  free  confession  to  the  public. 
In  this  document  he  takes  much  the  same  ground  as  in  the 
letter  to  Mr.  Edwards,  accusing  himself  of  bitterness,  par- 
tisanship and  uncharitableness.  acknowledging  in  particu- 
lar certain  marks  of  disrespect  to  Mr.  Hall,  as  well  as  to 
the  council.  He  strongly  condemns  his  own  acts  in  pre- 
paring and  promulgating  the  remonstrance  against  the  re- 
settlement, and  is  humbly  penitent  and  sincerely  sorry  for 
the  course  he  pursued  in  that  unhappy  affair.  ^  That  Major 
Hawley  greatly  regretted  the  position  he  had  assumed  and 
maintained  in  this  controversy  is  manifest,  and  that  he  had 
the  manliness  and  courage  to  confess  it,  is  greatly  to  his 
honor  as  a  man  and  a  christian. 

Mr.  Edwards'  Friends.  Wlieii  the  filial  couucil  voted  to  dissolve 
the  pastoral  relation  between  Mr.  Ed- 
wards and  liis  church,  "if  the  people  still  persist  in  desir- 
ing it,"  the  church  was  speedily  convened  to  answer  the 
question.  As  has  been  previously  stated,  "  a  great  majority 
(above  two  hundred  against  twenty)  ^  voted  "  in  the  affirm- 
ative, Mr.  Edwards  writes  that  twenty-three  persons  voted 
in  his  favor,  and  ''  others  staid  away  choosing  not  to  act 
either  way."  Which  statement  if  correct  is  of  very  little 
significance,  but  the  very  full  vote  given— the  church  con- 
sisting of  "about  230  male  members"* — shows  the  state  of 

1  This  correspondence  may  be  found  in  full  among  the  Hawley  papers  in  the  Ban- 
croft collection,  at  the  Lenox  Library  in  New  York.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Edwards  was 
published  iu  the  Bibliotheca  Sacra,  vol.  1,  p.  ii83,  but  the  reply  of  Major  Hawley  has 
never  before  been  given  to  the  public. 

2  The  above  letter  may  be  found  entire  in  Dwight's  Life  of  Edwards,  pp.  421-427. 
3.  Dwight's  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  399. 

4     lb.    p.  410. 
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feeling  in  that  body.  In  another  letter  Mr.  Edwards  states 
that  there  were  "  about  20  heads  of  families,  besides  others, 
women  and  young  people,  who  appeared  openly  against  the 
proceedings  of  the  town."  These  were  the  men  who  voted 
against  dismissal,  notwithstanding  the  social  ostracism  that 
pursued  all  who  publicly  adhered  to  him.  The  position  in 
the  community  of  those  who  befriended  the  pastor  at  this 
time,  is  summed  up  by  Mr.  Edwards.  He  says:  —  "A 
person  by  appearing  my  friend  at  Northampton,  even  so 
much  so  as  openly  to  discountenance  my  being  turned  out 
of  the  pulpit,  exposes  himself  to  the  immediate  persecution 
of  his  neighbors,  and  perhaps  of  his  nearest  friends."^ 
It  appears  that  only  a  score  of  men  throughout  the  whole 
town  had  the  courage  of  their  convictions,  and  dared  to 
brave  public  sentiment  in  that  time  of  prejudice,  strife 
and  contention.  Their  names  are  worthy  of  preservation, 
but  only  a  few  of  them  can  now  be  positively  identified. 
Mr.  Edwards  himself  names  Col.  Timothy  Dwight  and  Dr. 
Samuel  Mather.  Mr.  Sylvester  Judd  records  the  follow- 
ing :  —  Samuel  Kingsley,  Nathaniel  Strong,  Benjamin  Ly- 
man, Joseph  Allen  and  Benjamin  Sheldon.  To  this  list 
also  belong  the  names  of  Major  Timothy  Dwight  and 
Elihu  Parsons,  who  both  in  1750,  married  daughters  of  Mr. 
Edwards.  Tradition  and  conjecture  add  the  names  of  Dea, 
Samuel  Lyman,  Dea.  Stephen  Wright,  Daniel  Clark,  Sim- 
eon Clark,  Capt.  John  Baker,  John  Baker  Jr.,  Ebenezer 
Clark  Jr.,  William  Clark,  Capt.  Roger  Clap,  Major  Jona- 
than Clapp,  Joseph  Bartlett  and  Increase  Clark.  ^ 

1    Dwight's  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  467. 
3    See  Appendix. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

SELECTION   AND   SETTLEMENT   OF   A   NEW   MINISTER. 

Advice  Sought  about     The  preciiict,  on  the  29"'  of  June,  1750, 
a  New  Minister.  took  measures  to  supply  the  pulpit,  in- 

structing the  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose  to  apply  to  the  neighboring  ministers  and 
solicit  their  advice  respecting  some  "  suitable  gentleman  to 
preach  here  on  probation."  Mr.  Edwards  was  invited  to 
preach  the  next  Sabbath,  and  the  church  was  desired  to 
"appoint  a  day  of  solemn  fasting  and  prayer  to  God  for 
his  direction  and  blessing  in  seeking  a  gentleman  to  settle 
here  in  the  work  of  the  Gospel  Ministry." 

An  Illiberal  Act.  A  controversy  arose  with  Mr.  Edwards  the 
next  month,  respecting  the  use  of  the  se- 
questered land.  Apparently  the  custom  had  been  to  rent 
one  half  of  it,  and  give  the  minister  the  use  of  the  rest. 
In  1750,  the  year  of  his  dismissal,  Mr.  Edwards  claimed  the 
usual  privilege.  But  although  the  year  was  already  half 
completed,  the  precinct  refused  to  grant  him  the  use  of  any 
of  the  land. 

An  Extraordinary      In  Noveiuber  the  towu  passed  a  somewhat 
Vote.  extraordinary  vote,   allowing  Daniel  Shel- 

don "  £30  old  Tenor  at  y"  rate  Dolls  @  52s., 
&  as  much  more  as  he  deserves  for  his  extraordinary  ser- 
vice by  Ringing  y''  Bell  for  church  meetings  &  extraordi- 
nar}"  parish  meetings  and  extraordinary  Sweepings  occa- 
sioned by  such  extraordinary  meetings."  From  October  9, 
1749,  to  November  19,  1750,  no  less  than  twenty  precinct 
meetings  had  been  held,  as  well  as  a  large  number  of 
church  gatherings,  for  all  of  which  Daniel  Sheldon  had  to 
ring  the  bell. 
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Lightning  Strikes  the      During  tlie  Slimmer  of  1751,  the  meeting- 
Meeting-House.  liouse  was  struck  by  lightning,  and  was 

considerably  damaged.  The  lightning 
struck  the  weathercock,  and  ran  down  the  spire  to  the 
ground.  Whether  it  was  considered  a  direct  visitation  of 
the  Providence  of  God  frowning  upon  the  people  for  dis- 
missing their  pastor,  is  not  recorded.  Doubtless  there  were 
those  who  took  that  view  of  the  matter.  A  question  arose 
whether  a  new  weathercock  or  a  vane  should  be  procured, 
to  surmount  the  steeple.  Economic  considerations  pre- 
vailed, and  the  committee  was  ordered  to  obtain  whichever 
was  the  cheaper.  A  weathercock  was  purchased  at  a  cost 
of  £10.13. 

The  Pulpit  Supply.  The  coiiimittee  appointed  to  supply  the 
pulpit  was  diligent  in  its  work,  and  during 
eighty-seven  Sabbaths,  immediately  following  the  dismissal 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  there  were  but  seven  in  which  there  was 
no  preaching.  Mr.  Edwards  preached  twelve  Sabbaths  in 
all,  but  not  consecutively,  for  he  says  that  he  only  preached 
when  the  committee  could  obtain  no  one  else.  Mr.  Pierce^ 
of  Hadley,  was  employed  ten  Sabbaths  between  July  22'^, 
1750  and  February  18"\  1751.  He  did  not  always  preach 
here,  however,  but  on  several  occasions  arranged  an  ex- 
change with  other  clergymen  in  the  county.  Rev.  Mr. 
Frink  of  Rutland,  preached  about  eight  Sabbaths,  to  Feb- 
ruary. 1751.  Major  Hawley,  in  a  letter  to  his  brother 
Elisha,  thus  alludes  to  the  efforts  to  obtain  preachers :  — 
•'They  have  no  candidate  for  Mr.  Edwards  place.  Mr.  Frink 
preached  two  months,  to  good  satisfaction,  but  he  was  not  with  us  on 
probation.  Capt.  Wright  was  sent  to  the  Jerseys  for  a  Mr.  Arthur, 
but  he  was  sick  and  died  soon.  Mr.  Wright  rhen  obtained  through 
Prest.  Burr  of  New  Jersey  College,  knowledge  of  Mr.  Farrar.d,  a  grad- 
uate last  (;oinmencement.  He  was  highly  recommended  by  President 
Burr,"  but  Mr.  Hawley  thought  he  "must  be  very  fresh  not  having 
been  licensed  when  Mr.  Wright  was  in  the  Jerseys."  "Our  estate," 
he  continues.  "  is  very  melancholly  whoever  is  in  the  mistake,  either 
Mr.  Edwards  or  y"  people,  yet  surely  our  loss  of  him  and  y  difficulty 
we  meet  in  endeavoring  for  a  candidate  are  tokens  of  the  great  dis- 
pleasure of  the  Almighty.     May  God  be  merciful  to  its."  ^ 

1  Josiah  Pierce  of  Hadley  was  a  graduate  cif  Harvard  College,  removing  to  Had- 
ley, where  he  was  employed  as  town  clerk  and  teacher.  He  sometimes  preached, 
though  he  does  not  appear  to  have  heeu  ordained. — History  of  Hadley,  p.  553. 

2  Hawley  MSS.,  Lenox  Library,  N.  Y. 
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Mr.  Fariand  Called.  Duriiig  twelve  Sal)b;iths  previous  to  June 
17'",  1751,  Mr.  John  McKinstry'  preached 
and  Mr.  Daniel  Farrand  officiated  thirty  Sabbaths,  to  Feb- 
ruary 13"',  1752.  His  preaching  was  quite  satisfactory,  and 
in  September,  1751,  when  he  went  to  New  Jersey  to  attend 
commencement,  tlie  parisli  voted  tliat  he  shoukl  be  re- 
quested to  return  and  preach  longer  as  a  candidate,  it  being 
the  "almost  universal  desire  of  the  parish  that  he  sliould 
return  hither  as  soon  as  may  be."  He  did  return,  and  oc- 
cupied the-  pulpit  till  February  13"',  1752.  On  the  29"'  of 
April,  he  was  invited  by  a  "  very  large  majority"  to  settle. 
Afterwards  there  was  a  "  polling  of  the  members  of  the 
meeting,"  and  eighteen  persons  voted  in  the  negative.  He 
refused  to  accept  the  call,  and  finally  settled  in  Caanan,  Ct. 

"Sorrowful  ciroum-     After  the  refusal  of  Mr.  Farrand  different 
stances."  clergymen  were  employed  as  they  could  be 

obtained  during  that  year,  but  their  names 
do  not  appear,  and  undoubtedly  the  people  were  destitute 
of  preaching  much  of  the  time.  In  a  letter  written  No- 
vember, 1752,  Mr.  Edwards  touches  upon  the  position  of 
affairs  in  town  during  this  period  :  — 

••The  people  of  Northampton  are  in  sorrowful  circumstances,  are 
still  destitute  of  a  minister,  and  have  met  -with  a  long  series  of  disap- 
pointments, in  their  attempts  for  a  re-settlement  of  the  ministry 
among  them.  My  opposers  have  had  warm  contentions  among  them- 
selves. Of  late,  they  have  been  wholly  destitute  of  any  body,  to  preach 
steadily  among  them.  They  sometimes  meet  to  read  and  pray  among 
themselves,  and  at  other  times  set  travellers  or  transient  persons  to 
preach,  that  are  hardly  fit  to  be  employed."  - 

The  Aggrieved      The  agitation  caused  by  the  recent  contro- 
Brethren.  vei'sy  that  couvulscd  the  church  and  parish 

did  not  immediately  subside.  Its  influence 
undoubtedly  retarded  the  settlement  of  a  new  pastor.  For 
a  time  it  destroyed  unanimity  of  feeling  towards  any  can- 
didate proposed,  and  must  have  had  an  unpleasant  effect 
upon  the  minds  of  the  clergymen  who  were  invited  to  the 
pastorate.     That  there  was  a  difference  of  sentiment  exist- 

1  Rev.  John  McKinstry  was  born  in  Sutton,  wa.s  graduated  from  Yale  College  in 
1740,  and  ordained  pastor  of  the  second  church  in  Springfield  (now  Chicopee\  in  lT5i2. 
He  did  not  preacli  here  as  a  candidate. 

'2    Dwight's  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  ")18. 
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ing  in  the  cliiircli  is  apparent  from  tlie  following  vote, 
passed  at  a  meeting  in  February,  1753  :  — 

"Then  after  some  Conference  The  Question  was  piit  whether  the 
Precinct  would  use  any  means  to  procure  a  Candidate  for  the  work  of 
the  Gospell  Ministry  in  s'd  Precinct  before  the  church  in  s'd  precinct 
had  Endeavored  to  accommodate  and  settle  the  Difficulties  subsisting 
therein  with  those  who  call  themselves  the  aggrieved  Brethren,  and  It 
passed  in  the  Negative."  It  was  also  voted  that  the  moderator  of  the 
church  be  desired  to  warn  a  meeting  "to  take  y"  papers,  called  the 
church's  remonstrance,  of  the  Clerk  of  the  church,  and  give  y  Ag- 
grieved Brethren  (if  they  desire  it)  an  opportunity  to  take  a  copy  of 
part  or  y''  whole  thereof,  under  the  inspection  of  s*!  Committee." 

Nothing  more  is  known  of  this  document,  neither  is 
there  positive  evidence  of  the  cause  of  disagreement.^ 
That  it  was  an  outcome  of  the  late  trouble  can  not  be 
doubted.  This  was  without  doubt,  the  contention  to  which 
Mr.  Edwards  alludes  in  the  heretofore  quoted  letter. 

Major  Hawiey  Turns    During  the  remainder  of  the  year,  after 
Jones  out  of  the    the    decliuatiou    of    Mr.    Farrand,    about 
^  ^'  '  whom  Mr.   Edwards  says  that  there  was 

much  contention,  no  person  seems  to  have  appeared  here  as 
a  candidate,  and  the  treasurer's  books  contain  no  account 
of  any  money  paid  for  the  pulpit  supply.  It  was  during 
this  period  that  Sunday  services  were  conducted  as  stated 
by  Mr.  Edwards,  by  "travellers  and  transient  persons." 
Tradition  asserts  that  Major  Hawley  on  one  occasion  be- 
came so  disgusted  with  the  preacher,  that  he  went  into  the 

1  The  "  aggrieved  brethren  "  may  have  been  disturbed  on  account  of  the  attitude 
of  the  precinct,  whicli  seems  to  have  taken  the  initiative  in  ecclesiastical  affairs 
throughout  the  controversy  with  Mr.  Edwards.  In  almost  every  movement  during 
that  time  the  church  appears  to  have  acted  at  the  dictation  of  the  parish.  Indeed 
the  records  show  that  heretofore  all  action  in  rfference  to  church  matters  originated 
in  town-meetings  ;  at  least  there  is  nothing  to  prove  that  the  two  organizations  were 
in  the  habit  of  acting  in  concert.  In  the  absence  of  any  other  information  it  may  be 
inferred  that  at  last  certain  members  of  the  church,  who  were  undoubtedly  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Edwards,  objected  to  any  further  continuance  of  this  method,  and  de- 
sired that  in  matters  relating  to  the  calling  of  a  minister,  the  church  should  have  an 
equal  voice  with  the  parish.  Mr.  Edwards  dwelt  especially  ui)ou  this  point  in  his 
arguments  against  the  precinct  votes.  It  will  be  noted  that  but  twenty  votes  were 
cast  in  the  church  meeting  in  favor  of  retaining  the  pastor,  when  decisive  action  was 
taken  at  the  desire  of  the  council.  When  Mr.  Farrand  was  invited  by  the  precinct, 
eighteen  votes  were  given  against  him,  and  it  is  legitimate  to  conclude  that  they 
were  cast  by  the  same  persons.  After  this,  when  it  is  presumed  that  the  "aggrieved 
brethren'"  had  been  appeased,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  votes  in  the  precinct  relative 
to  calling  a  minister  are  in  "concurrence  with  the  church."  Nothing  points  abso- 
lutely to  such  a  solution  of  the  difticulty,  but  in  the  absence  of  certainty  this  one  is 
at  least  plausible. 
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pulpit,  turned  the  speaker  out  of  it,  and  concluded  the  ser- 
vices himself.  Mr.  Bancroft  has  among  his  notes  about 
Mr.  Hawley  :  "  turned  Jones  out  of  the  pulpit  about  1752." 
This  tradition  fits  in  admirably  with  the  state  of  affairs 
then  existing  and  may  contain  a  grain  of  truth.  Jones,  (if 
such  a  person  was  employed  to  preach),  was  evidently  an 
itinerant,  who  had  no  standing  as  a  clergyman,  and  was 
one  of  those  who,  according  to  Mr.  Edwards,  was  "hardly 
fit  to  be  employed." 

Difficulties  Increase.     Au  attempt  was  made  to  obtain  "a  young- 
minister,    a   Mr.    Green   of   Barnstable,"  ^ 
but  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  ever  preached  here. 

Rev.  judau  Cham-     Tliis  statc  of  affairs  continued  till  the  com- 
pion  Invited.  menccment   of    the   following    year,    when 

Rev.  Judah  Champion^  was  invited  to 
preach  as  a  candidate.  He  occupied  the  pulpit  for  about 
three  months,  apparently  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  congre- 
gation. In  April,  1753,  the  precinct  voted  to  concur  with 
the  church  in  inviting  him  to  settle,  but  he  declined.  He 
was  offered  £266.13.4  as  a  settlement,  and  a  salary  of  £80. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hooker  Duriug  tlic  sumuicr  of  1753,  affairs  began 
Preaches  as  a  Iq  improve  somcwhat.  The  committee  was 
fortunate  enough  to  obtain  the  services  of 
another  candidate,  and  preaching  was  much  more  regular  ; 
yet  the  condition  was  by  no  means  encouraging.  Up  to 
this  time  several  candidates  had  been  called,  but  at  the 
close  of  the  third  year  after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Edwards 
his  place  had  not  been  filled.  From  a  worldly  point  of 
view  the  position  was  most  desirable.  The  community  was 
prosperous,  the  town  increasing  in  wealth  and  population, 
and  the  salary  was  the  "  largest  paid  by  any  country  con- 
gregation in  New  England."  ^  Yet  the  clergy  seemed  un- 
willing to  settle  here.  There  was  something  unsatisfactory 
in  the  moral  and  religious  aspect  of  the  place.     The  antag- 

1  D wight's  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  499. 

2  Rev.  Judah  Champion  was  the  son  of  Col  Henry  Cliatnpion  ;  he  was  l)orn  in 
East  Haddam,  Ct.,  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  17.51,  and  settled  in  the  ministry  at 
Litchfield,  Ct.,  in  17.53.    He  died  in  1810,  aged  81  years. 

3  Dwight's  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  43G. 
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onisms  engendered  by  the  controversy  that  ejected  the 
former  minister  were  more  pronounced  than  aver,  and  the 
ministers  shrank  from  undertaking  the  task  of  reconciling 
them.  Entire  unanimity  had  not  prevailed  at  either  call, 
and  no  one  knew  how  soon  the  scenes  of  previous  years 
might  be  repeated. 

Tiie  First  Precinct  The  meeting  at  wliicli  Mr.  Champion  was 
Merged  ioto  the  invited  to  preacli  on  probation  was  the  last 
precinct  meeting.  In  176Z,  Northampton 
declared  its  willingness  that  the  second  precinct  should 
be  erected  into  a  separate  district,  and  the  next  year  the 
legislature  passed  the  requisite  enactment.  The  name  of 
Southampton  first  appears  on  the  town  records  in  that  year, 
and  the  first  precinct  was  merged  into  the  township.  For 
twelve  years  two  precincts  had  been  in  existence,  and 
while  all  general  town  business  had  been  transacted  in  one 
town-meeting,  everything  pertaining  to  church  affairs  had 
been  managed  separately  by  the  separate  precincts.  With 
the  incorporation  of  the  new  district  the  old  system  was 
revived,  and  all  town  business,  ecclesiastical  as  well  as  sec- 
ular, was  hereafter  transacted  at  the  same  meeting. 

Mr,  Hooker  Invited     On  tlic  17"'  of  September,  1753,  the  town 
to  settle.  voted    "in  concurrence  with  the  church" 

to  extend  a  call  to  Rev.  John  Hooker.  The 
vote  was  unanimous.  Mr.  Hooker  probably  preached  here 
about  four  months  previous  to  the  iuAatation  to  settle, 
though  there  is  no  vote  to  be  found  requesting  him  to 
]n-each  as  a  candidate.  On  the  10"'  of  September  he  was 
paid  £19.4,  which,  according  to  the  sums  paid  other  minis- 
ters, indicates  a  candidacy  of  about  sixteen  Sabbaths.  In 
all  probability  he  came  here  in  May,  a  few  weeks  after  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Champion.  It  may  well  be  believed  that 
it  was  largely  through  Mr.  Hooker's  ministrations  that  the 
long  existing  disagreements  in  the  community  were  recon- 
ciled, and  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  among  the  first 
fruits  of  his  labors  a  people  cordially  united  in  seeking  his 
services.     The  town  offered  him 

••the  sxiin  of  £266.18.4  in  tbe  present  lawful  money  of  the  Province 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  to  t-nable  him  to  procure  a  set- 
tlement in  this  town  ;  £2U0  whereof  to  be  paid  him  in  the  spring  of  the 
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year  1754.  and  the  remainder  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1755,  and  that 
they  give  liim  for  a  salary  besides  and  exclusive  of  the  above  sum  of 
settlement  y  sum  of  £80  like  lawful  money  for  his  first  year's  Salary." 
with  an  increase  of  £5  each  year  till  the  amount  should  reach  £100, 
which  was  to  l)e  his  permanent  compensation.  In  addition  the  sum  of 
£6.13.4  was  voted  "to  enable  him  to  procure  firewood." 

He  Accepts  the  Call.  TliG  meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  15*''  of 
October,  and  at  that  time  the  written  ac- 
ceptance of  Mr.  Hooker  to  the  above  prof)ositious  was  pre- 
sented. In  that  document  he  declared  "  That  the  unanimi- 
ty with  which  he  understood  y*^  he  was  chosen  and  y*"  above 
proposals  made,  He  could  not  but  look  upon  as  the  voice  of 
Providence  calling  him  to  undertake  y*"  work  of  y''  Gospel 
ministry  in  this  town."  He  demurred  slightly  at  the  sum 
allowed  for  fire- wood,  deeming  it  insufficient,  but  finally 
consented  to  the  arrangement.  It  was  also  voted  that 
money  paid  to  Mr.  Hooker  should  be  in  "  silver  of  sterling 
alloy  at  six  shillings  eight  pence  by  the  ounce  or  in  Spanish 
milled  pieces  of  eight  at  six  shillings  by  the  piece."  This 
contract  with  Mr.  Hooker  was  entered  in  full  upoii  the 
records,  and  signed  by  him  on  the  11"'  of  December,  1753. 

The  Ordination.  His  ordiuatiou  took  place  on  the  5*^  of  De- 
cember. A  committee  of  six  persons  was 
appointed  to  order  the  sittings  of  the  people  in  the  meeting- 
house, and  the  services  were  to  commence  at  10  o'clock,  A. 
M.  Ten  ministers  and  delegates  comprised  the  council. 
The  ordination  services  were  as  follows  :  — 

Rev.  Stephen  Williams  of  Longmeadow,  moderator  of  the  comicil. 
made  the  first  prayer  at  the  Imposition  of  Hands  and  gave  the  charge ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Hopkins  of  Springfield  made  the  prayer  after  the  Imposition 
of  Hands  ;  Rev.  Peter  Reynolds  of  Enfield  made  the  prayer  before 
sermon  ;  Rev.  David  Parsons  of  East  Hadley  (Amherst)  preached  the 
Sermon,  from  Acts  lO""  Chapter,  88''  verse ;  Rev.  Robert  Breck  of 
Springfield  gave  the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship.  The  other  members 
of  the  council  were  Rev.  John  Woodbridge  of  South  Hadley,  Rev.  Jon- 
athan Ashley  of  Deerfield,  Rev.  Joseph  Ashley  of  Sunderland.  Rev. 
Timothy  Woodbridge  of  Hatfield,  and  Rev.  Jonathan  Judd  of  South- 
ampton. 
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Expenses  of  the        TliG  Gxpeiises  of  tlie  ordinatioii  were  paid  by 
Ordination.  tlie  town,    aiid   amounted  to   £48.14.9   old 

tenor,  equal  to  £6.8.7  lawful  currency.  In- 
cluded in  tlie  account  was  the  sum  of  £7.4  paid  for  wine. 
While  the  different  amounts  paid  to  certain  individuals 
may  be  found  among  the  town  treasurer's  papers,  the  arti- 
cles provided,  with  the  single  exception  of  wine,  are  not 
stated.  An  ordination  dinner  for  tlie  ministers  and  their 
delegates  was  animportant  and  never  omitted  proceeding, 
and  it  was  for  this  that  the  largest  expense  was  incurred. 
What  rejoicings  among  the  young  people  in  the  evening 
followed  the  religious  exercises  of  the  morning,  are  not 
known.  It  is  easy  to  imagine  that  everybody,  both  old 
and  young,  felt  like  indulging  in  some  kind  of  celebration 
at  the  conclusion  of  this  long  and  bitter  struggle.  The 
custom  of  finishing  off  the  ordination  exercises  with  a  ball 
in  the  evening  was  almost  universal,  and  no  doubt  was  fol- 
lowed on  this  occasion  in  Northampton,  though  nothing 
has  been  discovered  which  throws  any  light  on  the  subject.  ^ 

1  Ordinations  in  old  times  were  regarded  as  a  pastime,  an  occasion  for  frolic  and 
amusement.  By  common  consent  Wednesday  seems  to  have  been  the  day  of  the 
week  usually  fixed  upon  for  the  ceremony.  These  occasions  were  somewhat  rare, 
and  the  g;eneral  interest  manifested  in  them,  always  drew  large  crowds.  The  exer- 
cises usually  occupied  from  an  hour  and  a  half  to  two  hours.  At  first  they  were 
much  more  elaborate,  sometimes  continuing  tliroughout  the  day,  and  formerly  it  was 
the  custom  for  the  candidate  to  preach  a  sermon  at  his  ordination.  But  much  of  the 
solemnity  of  the  occasion  gradually  wore  away,  the  exercises  were  curtailed  to  an 
hour  or  two,  and  the  rest  of  the  time  was  devoted  to  conviviality  and  social  inter- 
course, the  affair  closing  in  later  times  with  the  ordination  ball  in  the  evening.  The 
town  or  parish  always  paid  the  expenses  of  the  ordination  which,  in  some  cases  were 
quite  large.  As  much  as  £50,  equal  to  half  a  year's  salary,  was  expended  at  an  ordi- 
nation in  Charlestown,  in  1713.  A  dinner  was  always  provided  for  the  attending 
ministers  and  their  delegates,  and  it  came  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  features 
of  such  an  occasion.  An  open  air  ordination  was  held  at  Wrentham,  in  November, 
1738.    A  great  concourse  of  people  assembled,  and  the  services  took  place  in  a  valley. 
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FOURTH   FRENCH    AND    INDIAN   WAR. 
The  French  and  Eng-        DURING   tllG  sllOl't  interval  of  peaCG  wllich 

lish  extend  their      followed   the    closB   of    "King    George's 

Conquests    in    all         ___         ,,   .  ^    .  t    n       i 

Directions.  War,    m  1749,  and  wJiicli  continued  but 

half  a  dozen  years,  both  French  and  Eng- 
lish endeavored  to  push  their  conquests  to  the  utmost.  The 
boundaries  between  the  contestants  for  American  soil  were 
left  undetermined  by  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  but  were 
to  be  arranged  by  a  commission.  A  conference  settled 
nothing,  and  negotiations  only  protracted  the  uncertainty. 
While  the  French  penetrated  the  wilderness  to  the  west 
and  established  posts  down  the  Ohio,  claiming  jurisdiction 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  English  were  pressing  to  the 
eastward  in  Acadia,  to  the  Northward  in  New  York,  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont,  and  to  the  westward  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  governments  of  both  countries  were  engaged 
in  negotiations  concerning  the  movements  of  their  subjects 
on  the  American  continent,  the  negative  results  of  which 
it  was  apparent  must  inevitably  end  in  war.  Expecting, 
indeed  with  little  prospect  of  avoiding  such  an  outcome, 
and  in  preparation  for  it,  both  nations  dispatched  armies  of 
observation  across  the  Atlantic  :  —  The  English  to  Virginia 
under  Braddock,  and  the  French  under  Dieskau  to  Canada. 

Union  of  the  Colo-  In  the  meantime  the  question  of  taxing 
uies  Discussed.  America  was  under  discussion  in  Parlia- 
ment. Many  plans  for  the  union  of  the 
colonies  among  themselves,  as  well  as  for  closer  connection 
with  Great  Britain,  were  suggested.  A  conference  of  del- 
egates from  the  colonies  was  held  at  Albany,  a  system  of 
union  decided  upon  and  referred  to  the  several  legislatures 
and  to  Parliament ;  but  it  failed  to  meet  the  views  of  either 
and  nothing  was  accomplished. 
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War  Commenced.  Tlioiigh  tlie  oiily  apparent  settlement  lay  in 
a  resort  to  arms,  neither  nation  was  quite 
ready  for  that  decisive  step.  But  while  the  diplomatic 
warfare  was  raging  in  the  old  world,  open  hostilities  had 
commenced  in  the  new,  and  the  "seven  years'  war,  the 
school  of  the  Revolution,"^  was  begun.  The  war  in 
America  had  been  two  years  in  progress  before  a  formal 
declaration  was  made. 

Several  Expeditions     I^  February,  1754,  an  expedition  was  sent 
Projected  by  the     Qut  by  Gov.  Diuwiddie  of  Virginia  imder 
°^  '^  '  the  command  of  Col.  Washington  to  pro- 

tect the  frontiers,  and  drive  the  French  from  the  Ohio. 
Though  at  first  successful,  Washington  was  compelled  to 
yield  to  superior  numbers,  and  surrendered  to  the  French. 
The  following  year  occurred  the  unfortunate  expedition 
under  Gen.  Braddock,  and  at  the  same  time  three  other 
movements  were  in  progress.  One  of  them  was  intended 
for  the  preservation  of  Oswego,  and  the  reduction  of  Niag- 
ara ;  another  was  directed  against  Crown  Point,  and  a  third 
had  for  its  object  an  attack  upon  the  French  settlements  in 
Nova  Scotia.  These  expeditions,  however,  are  not  material 
to  this  history,  except  so  far  as  they  were  participated  in 
by  citizens  of  Northampton,  or  its  immediate  vicinity. 

Protective  Meas-  Gov.  Shirley,  prominent  in  planning  the 
ures  Adopted.  campaign,  took  precautions  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Province,  and  the  several  towns 
were  ordered  not  only  to  provide  ammunition,  but  to  take 
all  necessary  measures  for  defending  themselves.  In  ac- 
cordance with  this  order,  the  town  had  in  July  an  inven- 
tory made  of  its  stock  of  ammunition.  Hezekiah  Wright, 
who  had  it  in  charge,  reported  that  it  consisted  of  345  lbs. 
of  powder,  720  lbs.  of  lead,  and  1,000  flints.  Col.  Israel 
Williams  of  Hatfield  was  made  commander-in-chief  in 
Hampshire  County,  and  Capt.  Elijah  Williams  of  Deer- 
field,  was  put  in  command  of  the  cordon  of  forts  erected 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  all  of  which  were  greatly 
strengthened. 

1    Oration  of  Edward  Everett. 
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The  Forts  already       The  iiiore  important  of  these  fortifications 
Garrisoned.  j^.^j   \jqq^^  garrisonetl   from   1749   to   3  754, 

tliougli  but  few  if  any  soldiers  from  North- 
ampton had  been  stationed  in  them.  Capts.  Elisha  Haw- 
ley  and  William  Lyman  of  this  town,  then  lieutenants, 
both  served  during  this  period,  and  were  at  times  employed 
at  Forts  Dummer  and  Massachusetts. 

Indian  Raid^  in  West-  Before  any  declaration  of  actual  warfare 
ern  Massachusetts,  j^^d  been  made,  the  Indians  became  active 
and  alert.  Existing  fortifications  in  the 
more  exposed  towns  were  repaired,  and  many  new  ones 
erected.  The  first  attack  fell  upon  the  New  Hampshire 
settlements.  In  August,  a  woman  was  killed  and  several 
persons  captured  at  different  places.  On  the  30*'',  a  party 
of  nine  persons  were  made  prisoners  at  Charlestown,  and 
carried  to  Canada. '  These  raids  caused  great  alarm  every- 
where. Many  settlers  in  the  newly  established  towns  with- 
drew, and  others  sought  refuge  within  the  fortifications. 
Pittsfield  was  deserted,  and  it  was  feared  that  in  other 
towns  this  example  might  be  followed.  The  Indian  hordes 
were  again  let  loose,  and  in  the  language  of  the  military 
correspondence  of  that  day: — "It  is  now  open  war  and 
a  very  dark  distressing  scene  opens  ;  a  merciless  miscreant 
enemy  invading  us  in  every  quarter,  pushed  on  by  our  in- 
veterate foe."  ^ 

Indians  Discovered  On  the  9"'  of  September,  Col.  Israel  Wil- 
at  Southampton.  Uams  writes  to  Secretary  Willard  that  "  6 
Indians  were  discovered  at  Southampton 
yesterday,  a  party  of  30  men  were  sent  after  them.  The 
Indians  seem  full  of  fury  and  malice."  He  had  previously 
issued  an  order  to  Major  Hawley  at  Northampton  to  enlist 
ten  men  for  service  in  Southampton.  The  same  day  on 
which  the  above  letter  was  written.  Major  Hawley  reported 
that  he  had  enlisted  and  dispatched  from  Northampton  the 
following  named  men,  under  command  of  Sergt.  Noah 
Strong  :  —  Medad  Edwards,  Samuel  Fairfield,  Asahel  Birge, 
Eleazar  Pomeroy  (servant  of  Samuel  Clark).  Elijah  King 
(servant  of  Jose[)li  Bascom),  Benjamin  Bartlett  (servant  of 

1     Letter  of  Coi.  Israel  Williams. 
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Samuel  Alvord),  Pliinelias  Colfax  (servant  of  Jonatlian 
Hunt  Jr.),  and  Edward  Higgins,  who  figures  somewhat 
further  in  this  particular  expedition.  In  November,  Noah 
Burt,  Silas  King,  Shammah  Pomeroy,  and  John  Birge, 
were  added,  probably  to  take  the  place  of  some  who  had 
been  dismissed.  The  next  day  these  men  marched  to  the 
house  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Judd  in  Southampton,  the  only 
fortified  place  in  the  town.  They  put  the  structure  in  good 
condition  for  defence,  and  there  made  their  headquarters. 
They  remained  till  the  18*''  of  December,  when  the  squad 
was  disbanded.  Part  of  their  duty  was  to  guard  the  inhab- 
itants while  at  their  daily  labor.  How  one  guard  per- 
formed that  duty  and  the  results  to  Private  Higgins  are 
detailed  in  the  following  letter  from  Major  Hawley  to  Col. 
Israel  Williams  :  — 

'•Sept.  22,  1754. 
"  Yesterday  about  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  an  enemy  was  at  Southampton, 
about  a  mile  from  Mr.  Judd's.  Two  men  and  some  lads  were  picking 
corn,  and  one  man  carting  corn.  Two  soldiers  were  on  guard,  one  at 
the  bars  of  the  field  and  the  other  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  field. 
The  carter  was  gone  with  a  load  of  corn,  and  returning.  Higgins  at  the 
bars  supposed  he  heard  some  one  stir  in  the  brush  (which  were  very 
thick)  near  him.  He  turned  and  faced  the  place  where  he  heard  the 
noise,  upon  which  a  gun  was  discharged,  which  shot  the  left  thigh  of 
his  trousers  through  on  the  crotch  side,  with  a  ball  and  three  swan 
shot,  but  missed  his  flesh.  The  account  when  it  came  to  me  yesterday 
seemed  to  be  imaccountable  and  to  bear  several  marks  of  incredulity, 
viz.  :  that  no  Indian  was  seen,  but  one  gun  shot,  that  his  trousers  were 
blacked  with  the  powder  and  he  not  hurt ;  the  gun  was  a  very  loud  one, 
and  Higgins  to  account  for  his  not  being  hurt  said  he  stood  somewhat 
astraddle.  A  number  of  our  people  from  the  other  side  of  the  river 
had  gone  out  a  little  before.  I  was  inclined  to  think  the  fellow  had 
shot  his  own  breeches  with  a  view  to  make  noise,  but  the  jjeople  who 
went  out  are  satisfied  the  fellow  was  shot  upon  by  an  enemy.  Lt. 
Nathaniel  Clark,  whom  I  esteem  judicious,  has  been  on  the  spot  and 
informs  me  that  the  place  where  the  gun  was  shot  was  on  the  east  side 
of  Manhan  river,  that  upon  the  beach  of  a  brook  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  they  evidently  tracked  two  Indians  about  40  rods  from  where 
the  brook  goes  into  the  river.  The  brook  is  thickly  set  with  growth. 
They  saw  the  track  of  one  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  they  find 
at  about  a  rod's  distance  from  where  the  fellow  said  he  stood  when  the 
gun  was  discharged,  evident  signs  of  the  standing  of  a  man  in  very 
thick  brush.  No  track  was  visible,  the  ground  being  hard  ;  &  small 
alders  were  bent  or  broke  down,  and  a  large  alder  burnt  to  the  white 
by  the  powder,  and  very  much  blacked,  so  it  is  evident  the  muzzle  of  a 


irai.i  FOURTH   FRENCH   AND   INDIAN   WAR,  247 

gun  was  not  a  foot  from  it.  A  little  nearer  was  an  elder  cut  off  by  the 
ball  in  a  line  to  where  Higgins  says  he  stood,  and  in  the  line  to  his 
breeches.  This  experiment  was  tried.  The  spot  where  he  said  he 
stood  was  in  the  middle  of  the  cart  path,  where  there  was  nothing 
standing  to  hang  his  trousers  on,  so  that  if  he  did  it  himself  he  must 
have  managed  with  great  art  and  design  hardly  possible.  His  breeches 
were  not  blacked. 

"  The  people  in  the  field  say  ho  came  to  them  as  soon  after  they  heard 
the  gun  as  was  possible  for  a  man  to  come,  and  his  gun  was  then  loaded 
with  two  balls  ;  he  appeared  in  the  utmost  consternation.  His  brother 
soldiers  proposed  to  go  to  the  spot  but  he  said  '  for  the  Lord's  sake  don't 
go  there.'  The  soldiers  and  laborers  all  immediately  fled  from  the  field 
at  the  opposite  part  to  the  nearest  house  that  way.  The  fellow  appears 
innocent  and  is  uniform  in  his  account.  No  persons  had  been  where 
the  tracks  were  discovered.  The  most  considerate  are  satisfied  the 
enemy  was  there.  The  people  of  Southampton  will  be  together  today 
and  therefore  not  exposed.  I  hope  to  send  a  suitable  number  of  men 
tomorrow  early  to  Southampton  (today  is  the  Sabbath)  to  secure  those 
parts,  and  a  party  west  where  they  may  be  most  likely  to  come  across 
the  Indians,  or  their  tracks  if  they  are  returning.  ^ 

Joseph  Hawley." 

Eseitemeut  in  South-    A  few  (lays  previous  to  tliis  alarm  the  peo- 
'^^p^""-  pie  of  Southampton  were  considerably  ex- 

cited, and  were  evidently  ready  after  the 
adventure  of  Higgins  as  Mr.  Hawley  suggests,  to  come 
together,  concentrating  within  and  about  the  fortifications 
for  safety.  On  Sunday,  September  1'^,  while  good  Parson 
Judd  was  preaching,  his  audience  suddenly  left  him. 
"  The  assembly,"  he  records  in  his  diary,  "broke  up  in  ser- 
mon time  by  a  gun  shot  at  a  bare."  Whether  the  "  bare" 
escaped  and  the  congregation  returned  to  the  "improve- 
ment "  of  the  remainder  of  the  discourse,  the  diary  saith 
not.  The  next  day  he  made  the  following  entry  :  —  "  The 
scout  came  in  who  went  out  yesterday  ;  people  began  to 
move  together."  On  the  9'",  Mr.  Judd  "  rid  to  Hatfield  and 
obtained  orders  to  Major  Hawley  for  10  soldiers,"  and  the 
next  day  he  records  "the  soldiers  enlisted  and  came  to  my 
house."  This  seems  to  have  been  the  origin  of  the  order 
for  the  guard  at  Southampton,  though  Mr.  Judd  does  not 
mention  that  any  Indians  had  been  seen  there  on  Sunday, 
the  8"',  the  inference  being  that  the  "  bare"  incident  of  the 
previous  week  had  been  sufficient  to  call  for  the  presence 
of  ten  soldiers. 

1    The  above  letter  in  its  abridged  form  is  foimd  in  the  Judd  3ISS. 
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Militia  of  Northern  A  Complete  reorganization  of  tlie  militia 
Hampshire  Reor-  Qf  Hampshire  County  was  entered  npon 
^^^^'^^  ■  this  year.     Joseph  Hawley  of  Northamp- 

ton and  Elijah  Williams  of  Deerfield  were  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  at  about  the  same  time  by  Gov.  Shirley,  and 
the  former  became  quite  active  in  the  formation  of  the  new 
companies.  Apparently  there  was  to  be  a  muster  and  a  re- 
organization of  the  regiment  in  the  northern  part  of 
Hampshire  County,  and  on  the  IG"'  of  August  Major  Haw- 
ley wrote  to  Col.  Israel  Williams  about  the  officers  of  the 
Northampton  companies.  He  proposed  the  following 
names  :  — 

His  own  Co.  20  Co.  3i  Co. 

Lt.  Gideon  Lyman        Capt.  [John]  Hunt  Capt.  Benj.  Sheldon 

Lt.  William  Lyman      Lt.  Ebenezer  Hunt  Lt.  [Eben]  Kingsley 

Ens.  Nathaniel  Clark    Ens.  Josiah  Pomeroy      Ens.  Dan'l  Pomeroy 

Major  Hawiey's  sug-  Hc  meutious  a  Capt.  Wright,  who  proba- 
gestions.  IqIj  belonged  to  the  first  company,  who  it 

was  expected  would  refuse  his  former  com- 
mission. If  Capt.  Wright  declined,  the  companies  were 
to  be  officered  as  above,  but  Wright  and  Gideon  Ly- 
man would  not  serve  together,  or  one  under  the  other. 
Should  both  decline,  then  he  suggested  that  Lieut.  William 
Lyman  should  be  made  captain,  and  Josiah  Pomeroy  lieu- 
tenant of  the  first  company,  Daniel  Pomeroy,  ensign  of  the 
second  company,  and  Jonathan  Strong  Jr.,  ensign  of  the 
third  company.  His  brother  Elisha,  he  thought  in  case  of 
the  failure  of  one  of  the  above  officers,  would  be  a  better 
lieutenant  than  Lieut,  Caleb  Strong,  as  he  had  done  much 
more  to  merit  the  position.  It  is  not  probable  that  any 
companies  were  officered  at  that  time  in  just  the  manner 
proposed  by  Major  Hawley,  though  several  of  the  persons 
named  served  in  the  expedition  against  Crown  Point,  and 
some  of  them  were  killed.  Indignant  at  the  manner  in 
which  his  suggestions  had  been  received  by  his  command- 
ing officers.  Major  Hawley  on  the  8''  of  October  addressed 
a  pungent  letter  to  Col.  Williams,  plainly  intimating  his 
dissatisfaction  at  the  snub  inflicted  upon  him.  In  it  he 
suggests  that  Col.  Israel  Williams,  Col.  Oliver  Partridge, 
Major  Ephraim  Williams,  and  himself,  should  confer  upon 
military  affairs  "  for  y*"  defence  of  our  people  on  y''  west  of 
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Connecticut  river."  He  complains  that  Col  Israel  and 
Major  Ephraim  concert  such  schemes  as  they  "think 
proper,  and  labour  it  with  y'"  Governour,  and  he  also  with 
y*"  whole  court,"  while  "Col.  Partridge  schemes  something 
different  perhaps,  which  he  Avill  labour  with  ye  Governour 
and  House.  I  am  privy  to  neither  scheme,  and  perhaps  y" 
first  of  my  hearing  thereof  should  be  in  y*'  House."  He 
says  "  I  don't  think  y*  in  my  private  capacity  I  am  of  much 
importance  in  such  matters,  but  as  a  member  of  y*^  House 
it  is  possible  I  may  be,  for  I  have  always  spoke  my  mind 
in  y''  House  and  sometimes  have  been  heard."  ^  Major 
Israel  Williams  and  Major  Hawley  were  cousins,  and  as 
nothing  further  has  come  to  light,  it  is  presumed  that 
neither  party  pressed  the  quarrel  to  the  point  of  interfer- 
ence with  the  best  interests  of  the  service.  In  November 
Major  Hawley  was  appointed  on  a  committee  in  connection 
with  Major  Elijah  Williams  and  Capt.  Timothy  Ruggles 
to  disburse  money  in  building  and  repairing  forts  on  the 
frontier  west  of  Connecticut  River.  In  the  above  proposed 
list  of  officers  Major  Hawley  claims  one  of  the  companies 
as  his  own,  but  there  is  no  proof  that  he  ever  entered  the 
field.  Indeed  in  July  of  the  succeeding  year,  after  news 
came  of  the  disaster  at  Hoosack,  he  gives  two  reasons  for 
not  volunteering.  They  were  as  follows:  —  "one  is  that 
the  weather  is  so  extream  hot  that  it  would  instantly  bring- 
on  y*"  disorder  to  which  I  am  incident  in  hot  weather,"  and 
the  other  was  the  "hurrying  time  in  y"  business  of  my 
profession."  2  From  evidence  thus  far  obtained,  it  seems 
that  Major  Hawley  passed  from  the  rank  of  chaplain  at 
Louisburg  in  1745,  to  that  of  major  in  1754,  without  ever 
having  taken  part  in  anything  more  hazardous  than  an 
occasional  scouting  expedition,  yet  he  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  organization  of  the  Hampshire  County  Regi- 
ments, as  will  hereafter  be  noted. 

Activity  Everywhere.     All  the  forts  ou  the  frontiers  were  garri- 
soned in  1755,  and  scouting  parties  were 
constantly  on  the  move.     Indians  hovered  about  in  every 
direction.    Attacks  were  made  upon  fortified  places  in  New 

1  Perry's  Williamstown,  pp.  267,  268. 

2  lb.,  p.  208. 
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Hampshire,  a  number  of  people  were  killed,  many  captives 
taken,  and  much  property  destroyed.  In  some  places  it 
was  impossible  to  harvest  the  crops  for  want  of  protection, 
and  starvation  was  imminent. ' 

Service  of  Titus      Amoug    the     Northampton     soldiers     who 
^i'^s-  served  in  Col.  Williams'  regiment,  was  Ti- 

tus King.  He  was  stationed  with  nine 
others  under  Corporal  Zebulon  Allen  at  Charlemont.  In 
June,  while  guarding  a  company  of  men  at  work  in  a 
meadow,  they  were  attacked  by  Indians.  Capt.  Moses  Rice 
and  Phinehas  Arms,  a  garrison  soldier,  were  killed,  and 
Titus  King  and  Asa  Rice,  grandson  of  Capt.  Moses,  were 
captured  and  carried  to  Canada.  King  remained  a  pris- 
oner there  three  years.  ^  On  his  return  he  petitioned  the 
legislature  for  compensation  for  the  loss  of  his  gun  and 
time.  His  gun  cost  44s.,  for  which  he  was  allowed  40s. 
His  three  years'  service  as  a  prisoner  in  Canada  disgusted 
him  with  military  life,  and  he  became  a  pedagogue.  For 
twenty-eight  years  he  taught  school  in  Northampton,  com- 
mencing in  April,  1 759.  He  was  noted  for  his  peculiarities 
and  eccentricities,  and  many  humorous  anecdotes  are  rela- 
ted of  him  by  those  who  attended  the  town  schools.  He 
taught  the  English  school ,  and  received  about  £  1 9  per  year. 

Preparations  for  the  Early  iu  1755,  Gov.  SMrley  commenced 
Movement  upon  preparations  for  the  campaign  against 
Crown  Point.  The  expedition  was  popu- 
lar among  the  western  settlements,  and  requisitions  for 
men  were  promptly  filled.  The  people  welcomed  the  oppor- 
tunity for  definite  action  ;  they  were  glad  to  be  relieved  of 
the  strain  of  guarding  against  an  Indian  raid,  of  the  hur- 
ried pursuit,  and  fruitless,  unsatisfactory  return.  They 
welcomed  a  change  from  the  monotony  of  garrison  duty. 
It  was  believed  also  that  an  offensive  movement  would  tend 
to  prevent  the  merciless  incursions  of  the  Indians,  all  of 
whom  would  be  required  to  defend  the  point  assailed. 

1  For  a  rtetailed  account  of  the  casualties  on  the  northern  frontiers  see  Sheldon's 
History  of  Deerfleld  and  Ho)'t's  Indian  Wars. 

2  Hoyt  says  that  King  was  "  carried  1o  France,  thence  to  England,  whence  he  at 
length  returned  to  Northampton,  his  native  place."  King,  however,  does  not  men- 
tion his  foreign  trip  in  his  petition  to  the  legislature  for  the  payment  of  his  losses, 
as  quoted  in  the  Judd  MSS.— See  Hoyt,  p.  266. 
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A  Regiment  Enlisted.  Oi'dei's  Were  issuod  ill  Maich  for  enlisting 
a  regiment  of  five  hundred  men  to  con- 
sist of  ten  companies  in  Hampshire  County,  and  Col.  Israel 
Williams,  Col.  Partridge  and  Major  Hawley  Avere  author- 
ized to  "settle the  officers"  of  the  regiment.  Major  Haw- 
ley was  representative  from  tliis  town  that  year,  and  by  him 
Gov.  Shirley  sent  all  the  necessary  papers.  These  gentle- 
men held  a  meeting  at  South  Hadley,  where  the  matter  was 
considered.  Major  Ephraim  Williams  was,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Governor,  appointed  colonel  of  the  regiment, 
and  through  the  influence  of  Major  Hawley,  Major  Seth 
Pomeroy  was  named  lieutenant-colonel.  In  a  letter  to  the 
other  gentlemen  of  the  commission,  dated  April  9,  Major 
Hawley  strongly  urges  that  appointment.  He  says  also 
that  Capt.  Nathaniel  D wight  of  Belchertown  would  "  ac- 
cept a  captaincy  if  he  could  have  it  seasonably,"  and  that 
he  would  have  no  difficulty  in  raising  a  company  "  speedily 
in  his  own  parts."  He  received  his  commission  and  joined 
the  army  after  the  battle  of  Lake  George.  The  custom 
had  been  years  before  first  to  enlist  the  men  and  then  to 
allow  them  to  choose  their  own  officers,  but  that  had  long 
since  been  changed,  and  now  it  was  the  duty  of  the  com- 
missioned officers  to  recruit  their  own  men.  The  ability 
and  influence  of  captains  in  that  direction  were  prime  fac- 
tors in  their  selection.  All  of  them  entered  vigorously 
upon  this  work,  and  on  the  30*''  of  May  orders  were  issued 
for  the  regiment  of  Col.  Williams,  as  soon  as  tlie  com- 
panies were  ''  compleat,"  to  march  to  the  general  rendezvous 
at  Albany,^ 

Lieut.  Lyman's  Com-  Licut.  William  Lymau  of  Northampton 
pany  of  Scouts.  y^^Q  prouiotcd  to  a  captaiucy  iu  June,  and 
ordered  to  enlist  a  companj^  of  scouts  to 
consist  of  not  less  than  thirty  men.  None  but  able-bodied 
men  were  to  be  accepted,  each  scout  was  to  cover  not  less 
than  thirty  days,"  and  provisions  for  that  length  of  time 
were  to  be  carried.  The  captain  and  other  commissioned 
officers  were  to  "keep  as  exact  journals"  as  possible  of 
each  of  their  marches.  Capt.  Lyman  raised  his  company, 
but  no  record  of  any  of  his  excursions  has  been  found. 
When  reinforcements  were  needed  for  the  Crown  Point 

1    Perry's  Williamstowu,  pp.  300,  301,  302. 
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expedition,  he  recruited  his  company  to  the  number  of 
fifty-nine  men,  joined  the  army,  and  was  attached  to  Col. 
Pomeroy's  regiment,  where  he  served  from  September  IS^*" 
to  December  10*'\  but  was  not  in  any  engagement. 

Col.  seth  Pomeroy  Sir  William  Johnson  was  given  command 
and  capt.  Eiisha  Qf  i\^q  army  destined  to  operate  against 
Journals  of  their  Crowu  Poiut,  and  the  history  of  his  faihire 
Services.  to  capture  the  position  is  familiar  to  every 

one.  Only  the  fact  that  in  the  enterprise  participated 
many  citizens  of  Northampton,  some  of  whom  lost  their 
lives  there,  and  two  of  whom  left  journals  containing 
many  interesting  details  not  elsewhere  to  be  found,  renders 
any  extended  allusion  to  it  of  special  importance.  Many 
extracts  from  the  journal  and  corresjjondence  of  Col.  Seth 
Pomeroy  have  from  time  to  time  found  their  way  into 
print,  but  no  part  of  the  journal  of  Capt.  Eiisha  Hawley, 
who  was  killed  in  the  "  bloody  morning  scout,"  has  ever 
been  published.  It  is  believed  that  both  of  these  docu- 
ments are  of  sufficient  interest  to  be  given  entire. 

Northampton  Com-  About  the  hlst  of  JuilC  tllC  army  com- 
panies in  the  manded  by  Gen.  Johnson,  to  the  number 
of  nearly  three  thousand  men,  was  con- 
centrated at  Albany.  About  one  thousand  more  were 
added  as  reinforcements  during  the  progress  of  the  cam- 
paign. In  one  of  the  regiments  raised  in  Western  Massa- 
chusetts were  several  companies  enlisted  in  Hampshire 
County,  and  three  of  them  were  commanded  by  North- 
ampton men.  One  of  them  under  Capt.  Eiisha  Hawley, 
brother  of  Major  Joseph  Hawley,  was  composed  mainly 
of  Northampton  men.  ^  It  was  the  custom  for  field-officers 
to  command  companies,  and  Lieut. -Col.  Seth  Pomeroy  was 
at  the  head  of  another.  After  the  promotion  of  Col.  Pom- 
eroy it  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Simeon  Davis  of  Green- 
wich. It  contained  few  men  from  this  town.  The  com- 
pany of  Capt.  William  Lyman  has  already  been  men- 
tioned.^ Other  soldiers  from  Northampton  seem  to  have 
been  scattered  through  the  regiment.  The  troops  marched 
to  Albany  about  the  middle  of  June,  and  went  into  camp 
about  two  miles  below  that  city. 

1  For  Miister-RoU,  see  Appendix. 

2  lb. 
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capt.  Hawiey's  Com-    TliG  solcliers  from  Northampton  and  vicin- 
P*°y-  ity  under  Capt.  Hawley  set  out  for  Albany 

the  last  week  in  June,  and  were  in  camp 
at  Greenbush  on  the  29"'  of  the  month.  They  marched  by 
way  of  Westfield,^  and  the  entire  army  remained  in  camp, 
waiting  for  stores  and  ammunition  till  the  middle  of  July. 
On  the  17""  the  corps  of  Gen.  Phinehas  Lyman,  who  com- 
manded the  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  troops,  was 
ordered  to  build  a  fort  at  the  "  Great  Carrying  Place"  on 
the  Hudson  River  near  the  site  of  Fort  Nicholson.  The 
details  of  this  march  will  be  found  in  the  appended  jour- 
nals. General  marching  orders  were  not  issued  till  the  2'' 
of  August,  and  about  the  middle  of  the  month  the  army 
joined  the  advance  guard  at  the  new  fort,  which  had 
been  appropriately  named  Fort  Lyman,  but  was  afterwards 
changed  to  Fort  Edward.  On  the  26^^,  the  army  went 
slowly  forward  and  encamped  at  the  lower  extremity  of 
Lake  George,  where  it  remained,  collecting  means  of  trans- 
portation through  the  lake,  till  attacked  by  Dieskau  on  the 
8"'  of  September. 

Baron    Dieskau    and     While    GeU.  JollUSOU  WaS    thuS    slowly    ad- 

his  Army  of  French  vauciug,  Barou  Dieskau  with  an  army  of 
French  and  Indians,  about  fifteen  hundred 
strong,  occupied  Fort  Ticonderoga.  On  the  C"'  and  7"*  of 
September  he  moved  southward,  landing  at  South  Bay. 
His  plan  was  to  get  in  the  rear  of  Johnson's  army,  attack 
Fort  Edward,  then  barely  completed,  and  held  by  Col. 
Blanchard  with  his  New  Hampshire  regiment,  and  secure 
the  great  amount  of  supplies  stored  there.  But  his  Indian 
allies  refusing  to  participate  in  an  assault  upon  a  fort  de- 
fended by  artillery,  he  decided  to  attack  Gen.  Johnson's 
camp.  Proceeding  by  the  way  of  Wood  Creek,  he  gained 
the  rear  of  the  English  army,  and  counted  upon  a  speedy 
victory.  Gen.  Johnson,  anticipating  the  attack  upon  Fort 
Edward,  though  unaware  that   Dieskau  had  changed  his 

1  The  principal  thoroughfare  from  the  Connecticut  Valley  to  Albany  diiring  the 
seven  years'  war  was  by  way  of  Westfield.  Blandford.  Tyringham,  North  Sheffield 
(Great  Barrington)  and  Kinderhook.  It  was  the  route  that  had  been  used  as  far  back 
as  10(J5.  There  were  several  other  routes,  hut  they  were  not  much  in  use.  A  new  way 
was  cut  from  Northampton  to  Albany,  in  175;),  but  it  was  in  an  imperfect  condition, 
impassable  for  wheels.  There  was  another  way  from  Deerfield  through  Charlemont 
to  Fort  Massachusetts,  thence  to  the  fort  at  Hoosack. 
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plan,  sent  a  detachment  of  one  thousand  Englisli  and  two 
hundred  Indians  to  "catch  the  enemy  in  their  retreat." 
The  battle  which  followed  has  been  many  times  described, 
and  need  not  be  enlarged  upon,  as  many  incidents  relating 
to  it  will  be  found  in  the  journal  and  correspondence  of 
Col.  Pomeroy. 

capt.  Hawiey's  Capt.  Elisha  Hawley,  who  lost  his  life  in 
Journal.  -^iiig  engagement,   was  a  son  of  the  second 

Joseph  Hawley,  and  an  only  brother  of 
Major  Joseph.  He  had  seen  much  service  during  King 
George's  War  on  the  frontiers,  and  was  at  one  time  in 
command  at  Fort  Massachusetts.  It  was  at  the  latter  post 
in  1748,  when  serving  as  lieutenant  under  Capt.  Ephraim 
Williams,  that  he  had  been  wounded.  He  was  a  capable, 
efficient  and  popular  officer.  In  the  last  week  of  March, 
1755,  he  received  an  order  to  enlist  a  company  for  the 
Crown  Point  expedition,  and  in  a  short  time  he  had  fifty- 
three  Northampton  men  ready  to  march.  With  his  com- 
pany he  went  forward  with  the  advanced  guard  to  the 
building  of  Fort  Lyman,  was  in  the  thick  of  the  fight  in 
the  "bloody  morning  scout,"  where  he  was  wounded  Sept. 
S"\  and  died  on  the  24^''.  His  journal,  commenced  when 
he  left  home  for  the  army,  and  continued  till  the  day  before 
his  wound,  giving  an  account  of  the  services  of  the  North- 
ampton company,  is  appended  in  full  :  —  ^ 

June  26"'  1755  set  out  from  Northampton  for  Albany  in 
order  to  proceed  in  the  Expedition  against  Crownpoint, 
road  to  Westf''  and  Lodged  there 

fryday  27"'  road  to  Sheff'^  in  Company  with  Cap*^  Porter 
and  several  others  Lodged  at  Slieldons 

28"'  Saturday  road  to  Lodewicks  between  Kenderhook  & 
Albany.     A  rainy  afternoon 

29"'  Sunday  road  to  Greenbush  found  most  of  my  Com- 
pany who  left  Northampton  before  me  Arrived,  and  station 
in  Col  Ranslier  Barn  —  I  myself  with  Ens"  Smith  got  a 
birtli  in  one  End  of  House  where  we  were  very  Courtyously 
Treated  by  one  Lawnson  who  lived  there. 

1  The  Journal  of  Capt.  Hawley  is  copied  from  the  original  MSS.  in  the  Hawley  pa- 
pers, which  form  part  of  the  library  of  the  late  George  Bancroft,  now  in  the  Lenox 
Libraty,  New  York  City. 
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30"'  monday  Continued  at  Col  Ransliers  with  my  Com- 
pany 

July  V^  2''  .3"  4"'  nothing  remarkable 

5"'  Saturday  Col:  Williams  and  many  other  Officers  of 
his  Regiment  arrived — L'  Pomroy  Came  with  Col:  Wil- 
liams, and  quarterd  with  us  at  y"^  CoP 

f)th  "Wednesday  Gen'  Johnson  Came  to  review  the  army 
the  Regiments  were  all  drawn  up  to  receive  him 

10"'  Gov""  Shirley  Arrived  at  Albany  in  Order  to  go  to 
Niagara 

11"'  this  day  there  was  an  Indians  Scalp  brought  from 
Kinderhook  to  Albany 

12"'  w^e  were  order'd  to  Carry  our  tents  which  I  had  the 
day  before  taken  out  of  the  Stores  up  the  river  as  far  as 
Col  Skylers,  where  the  were  order'd  to  be  set  up 

13"'  Sundaj^  hear'd  m""  Becket  preach  in  Connecticut 
Camp — but  the  CoP  with  many  of  the  Companys  were  very 
busey  in  seting  up  our  tents  at  the  flats 

14"'  this  Day  we  were  again  reveiu'd^  by  Gov""  Shirley  at 
Greenbush 

IS**"  were  Employ 'd  in  Carrying  batoos  from  the  yard  to 
the  river 

16"'  Wednesdaj^  rec''  Orders  to  git  our  Stores  ready  and 
march  with  Gen'  Lyman  up  to  the  Carrying  place 
17"'  moved  up  to  Col:  Skjders 

18"'  19"'  20"'  &  21^'  were  Employ'd  in  getting  and  Load- 
ing Stores 

22''  Tuesday  set  out  from  the  flats  in  Company  with  Col : 
Ruggles's  Regiment  and  three  Companys  of  Col :  Williams's 
besides  our  own  went  to  the  half  moon  about  12'''  miles 
above  the  City 

23"'  Set  along  up  the  river  with  our  batoos  the  water  this 
day  that  we  past  overwa^  very  bad  a  great  part  of  the  way 
falls 

24"'  Set  out  again  Up  the  river  after  we  had  unloaded 
our  batoos  to  about  2  barrels  weight ;  about  2  aClock  came 
to  still  water  where  Gen'  Lyman  with  his  regiment  was 
Encamp'  we  pitch  our  tents  on  the  E'  side  the  river  alittle 
above  the  mouth  of  Scattacook  river 

1  Reviewed.    The  word  in  the  original  is  very  indistinct. 

2  So  in  original  manuscript. 
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25"'  26'"  27"^  28*"  Lay  at  Still  water  were  employ'ed  in 
Clearing  the  road  for  y*^  Waggons  to  Come  with  our  Stores 

29"'  Set  out  for  Surrotoga  with  onr  Stores  that  were 
brought  up  by  wagg[ons]  as  well  as  with  what  we  brought 
in  the  batoos  :  Arrived  there  a  little  before  night  and 
Encamp* 

30"'  &  ol'"  tarried  at  our  Camps  and  were  many  of  us 
Employ'd  in  repairing  y*^  roads  &c 

Agust  1*^  struck  our  tents  and  moved  up  the  river  about 
four  miles  —  Cros'd  a  bar  in  the  river  where  the  water  fell 
about  six  or  seven  feet  drew  our  batoos  over  this  bar  by 
ropes  with  much  difficulty— Encamp*  at  y''  foot  of  another 
pair  of  falls 

2''  unloaded  our  Battoes  and  drew  'em  up  the  falls  and 
Carry'd  our  stotes  by  in  Waggons  :  L*  Pomroy  was  this 
day  very  111. 

3'^'  Sunday  Loaded  our  batoos  again  and  set  out  for  the 
Carrying  Place  where  we  arrived  alittle  before  night  —  L' 
Pomroy  was  this  day  quite  Sick,  we  Carry'd  him  in  the 
batoos 

4""  this  day  Ens"  Smith  was  taken  very  Sick  with  a 
bloody  flux  which  prevails  very  much  in  the  army  —  L' 
Pomroy  is  still  very  sick 

5"'  Sent  out  Several  Scouts 

0"'  the  Scouts  sent  yesterday  returned  —  this  day  one  of 
our  army  was  whip'd  100  stripes  for  the  most  vile  Cursing 
&  Swareing 

7"'  we  were  very  busy  in  geting  timber  &  bark  for  a 
storehouse  &  fort  —  Ens"  Smith  very  sick  L'  Pomroy 
better 

8"'  still  busied  in  getting  timber  &  framing  it 

9"'  10"'  11"'  12"'  13"'  Continued  at  y''  Carrying  place 
were  imploy'd  about  y''  building  as  before 

thursday  14"'  Gen'  Johnson  Came  to  us  with  about  40 
Indians.  Col:  Williams  Companys  that  were  behind,  Col: 
Titcomb  &;  Col:  Guttriges  Regiments,  and  some  of  the 
Rhode  Islanders 

16"'  15"'  Nothing  remarkable 

17"'  Sunday  this  day  we  were  Join'd  by  the  remainder  of 
the  R,  Islanders  and  the  New  Yorkers,  with  a  large  num- 
ber of  Waggons  loaded  with  Stores 
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18^''  this  day  one  Sam"  Stebbins  of  middleton  was 
drowed  in  y®  river  against  y^  Camp — 'twas  Supposed  he  had 
a  fit  by  some  tho  'tis  not  Certain  what  was  the  occation  of 
his  drowning 

19^''  this  day  we  were  imploy'd  in  Grinding  axs  Court 
martials  &c  Nothing  very  remarkable 

20"'  began  to  Intrench  about  y'^  Fort  by  Cap*  Ayres  di- 
rection 

21*''  Continued  the  Intrenchment.  a  scout  arrived  from 
Crownpoilit 

22''  Continued  y"^  work  at  y*^  trench  &c 

23''  Saturday  the  women  who  have  followed  us  every 
time  the  army  came  together  were  sent  away  from  the 
army  by  Order  of  Council 

24^*"  Sunday  I  went  to  Clear  the  road  towards  Lake  S* 
Sacrament  with  about  400  men — m''  Williams  preach'd  at 
y®  camp 

25*"^  work'd  again  at  y'^  road  &c 

26'*'  the  Gen"  with  Col:  Ruggles,  Col:  Williams's  &  Col: 
Gutteridges  Reg""'^  and  some  of  the  Yorkers  and  Rhode 
Islanders  set  out  for  Lake  S'  Sacrament  we  had  about  150 
waggons  with  us  and  5  field  peices  went  about  4  miles  and 
Lodged 

27"'  Continued  our  march  went  about  6  miles  this  day 

28  Set  out  again  for  the  Lake  where  we  arrived  about  4 
O'clock— from  the  foot  at  Lydias  to  the  Lake  a  fine  road 

29"'  spent  the  day  in  Clearing  y''  Ground  about  y''  end  of 
the  Lake  & 

30"'  this  day  we  were  join'd  by  about  160  Indians — fir'd 
y*"  Cannon  at  y""  Coming  were  Employ'd  as  Yesterday 

3P*  Attended  publick  worship  &c 

Sep'  1"  this  morning  about  50  men  deserted  because  they 
were  refused  their  back  Allowance  of  Rum  &c  L'^  Meson 
of  Col :  Ruggles's  Regiment  went  after  'em  about  4  or  five 
miles  and  brought  'em  all  back  to  the  Camp 

2''  had  news  by  the  Indians  that  the  French  had  not  se- 
cured the  Carrying  place  at  y''  N,  end  the  Lake 

o''  Wednesday  Gen'  Lyman  Came  up  to  us  with  his  own 
&  Col:  Titcomb's  Regiment 

4"'  5"'  6"'  nothing  remarkable,  stores  were  Continually 
Coming  in  Waggons  &c 
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7'^''  Sunday,  Last  night  we  had  a  Gen' '  Alarm  in  y*^  Camp 
occation  by  the  Cent^  hearing  something 

[After  this  the  journal  contains  a  number  of  blank  leaves 
followed  by  the  following  :  —  ] 

Province  to  my  Company,  D'' 

July  22''     To  24  days  work  in  the  battoes     .         .  24 

To  24  more  ditto 24 

To  24  ditto 24 

To  7  days  work  @  y*"  roads  ...  7 

To  5  d° 5 

To  24  days  work  in  batoos    ...  24 

To  5  days  work  at  y*"  roads  ...  5 

To  14  ditto 14 

to  30  days  work  in  Batooes  ...  30 

to  10  days  work  in  Batoos    ...  10 

to  24  days  work  in  Batoos    ...  24 

To  8  days  works  at  y*"  roads          .         .  10 

To  3  days  work  at  getting  bark    .         .  3 

To  15  days  work  at  getting  bark           .  15 

8"^   To  8  days  work  at  getting  timber         .  8 

9*''    To  3  days  work  at  fraiming          .         .  3 

10*''    To  16  days  work  at  y'^  timber        .         .  16 

11"'    To  12  days  work  at  gitting  timber       .  12 

14*''   To  6  days  work  at  y*^  road     ...  6 

15"'   to  three  days  d" 3 

17"'   to  4  days  work  about  y'^  Hospital         .  4 

18"'    to  6  days  works  at  the  Hospital            .  6 

24"'    10  days  work  at  y"  road        ...  10 

25"'   to  12  ditto 12~ 

28"'    to  10  ditto 10 

&  30   10  ditto 10 

the  last   page  the   following   memo- 


23 

24 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
Aug^*  V^ 
2^ 
3" 

5* 
7' 


on 


29*' 
[Then  follows 
ran da  :  —  ] 

Aug^*   17*"  1755 

Memorandum  d''  Serj*  Bard  well  4  dollars  to  purchase 
Stores  at  Albany 

The  weight  of  the  beef  &  tallow  we  had  of  Gen"  Lyman 
529". 
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capt.  Hawiey's  Last     Capt.   Hawley  was  sliot  through  tlie  left 
^^"^'■-  breast ;    the   ball   was    cut    out   near   the 

shoulder-blade,  having  pierced  the  left 
lobe  of  the  lungs.  For  nearly  three  weeks  he  lingered, 
hovering  between  life  and  death  ;  the  surgeon  at  one  time 
expressed  some  slight  hope  of  his  recovery.  His  last  mo- 
ments before  the  fatal  march  were  occupied  in  writing  to 
his  brother,  and  this  letter  full  of  brotherly  affection  is 
given  below.  Major  Hawley  was  too  ill  to  undertake  a 
journey  to" the  camp  when  he  learned  the  sorrowful  tidings. 
That  sad  duty  devolved  upon  his  brother-in-law,  Major 
Samuel  Clarke,  who  cheered  and  soothed  the  last  few  days 
of  the  wounded  and  dying  man. 

"  Lake  St.  Sacrament  (now  called  Lake  George) 
8"^  Sept.  1755. 
"  I  rec'd  your  letter  dated  at  Springfield  the  SQ"*  of  August  wherein 
you  manifest  a  great  concern  for  us  and  tell  me  that  if  you  should  hear 
from  us  that  we  were  likely  to  proceed  to  effect,  you  are  resolved, 
Providence  permitting,  to  come  to  us.  Sr.  I  suppose  'tis  the  fixed  de- 
termination of  the  chief  officers  of  the  army,  to  proceed  to  Crown  point 
as  soon  as  we  are  joined  by  the  recruits  that  we  hear  are  raised,  'tis  ap- 
prehended the  consequences  of  our  returning  without  going  thro'  with 
what  was  projected  when  we  set  out  would  be  so  fatal  that  I  believe 
we  shall  be  ordered  to  proceed  altho'  our  Numbers  should  not  be  equal 
to  the  Numbers  that  we  are  informed  are  at  Crown  point — but  with 
respect  to  your  Coming  I  have  but  little  to  say.  I  should  be  very  glad 
to  have  your  company,  but  I  am  sensible  that  j'ou  are  needed  at  home 
on  many  accounts.  Shall  leave  the  matter  to  j'our  priidence.  Should 
be  very  glad  Lt.  Lyman  would  come  and  join  us  and  Capt.  Dwight,  but 
I  fear  they  will  on  some  account  or  other  excuse  themselves.  While  I 
am  writing  one  of  our  Scouts  who  has  just  come  in  informs  that  the 
day  before  yesterday  they  discovered  a  little  west  of  the  drowned  land 
the  tracks  of  a  very  large  body  of  French  and  Indians,  who  were  just 
gone  —  they  say  they  made  as  great  signs  as  our  army  and  the.y  suppose 
intend  to  attack  us  or  the  fort  at  Lj'dias's  but  perhaps  their  design  may 
be  only  to  attack  some  of  our  wagons  as  they  come  up  with  stores.  We 
have  sent  again  to  make  further  discovery  and  I  hope  they  may  be  dis- 
appointed in  their  design. 

"  Sr.  we  have  now  another  messenger  arrived  who  informs  that  he 
was  on  the  road  to  Lydias's  from  this  place  in  company  with  8  wagons, 
which  were  going  from  hence  for  Loads  (it  seems  they  went  from  us 
without  leave)  he  says  the  wagons  before  him  were  fired  upon  by  y" 
Enemy  —  he  heard  a  great  outcry  and  fled,  and  is  now  got  to  us.  I  am 
this  minute  a  going  out  in  Company  with  five  hundred  men  to  see  if 
we  can  Intercept  'em  in  their  retreat,  or  find  their  canoes  in  the 
drowned  Land,  and  therefore  must  conclude  this  letter. 

"  from  y"^  loving  and  only  Brother 

Elish.'v.  Hawley." 


CHAPTER  XX. 

FOURTH  FRENCH  AND  INDIAN  WAR. 

Col.  Pomeroy's         The  joumal  of  tliG  Crown  Point  expedition 
Journal.  \)y  Qol.  Setli  Pouieroy,  wliicli  is  much  more 

full  than  that  of  Capt.  Hawley,  follows  :  — 
Northampton,  July  1,  1755. 

Tuesday,  set  out  from  home  to  the  Expedition  to  Crown 
Point.  Arrived  at  Westfield,  lodged  at  Clapp's  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  night. 

Thursday,  set  off  for  Stockbridge,  arrived  there  at  dusk, 
next  day  afternoon  set  out  for  Cantuhook  lodged  there. 

Saturday  morning  set  oif  for  Albany,  arrived  there  about 
noon  or  twelve  o'clock. 

Sabbath  morning,  July  G"\  1755.  Went  to  Mr.  Ogelbee's 
church,  both  fore  and  afternoon,  preached  an  excellent  ser- 
mon, text  from  Psalms  to  prove  a  Divine  Providence.  To- 
day it  rained  forenoon. 

Monday,  7**^.  Showery  at  night.  Gen.  Johnson  came  to 
Albany.  I  supped  with  him  that  night  at  Landlord  Lut- 
tridge's.  Stayed  with  him  till  about  11  of  the  clock,  was 
well  pleased  with  his  company. 

Tuesday,  the  8"'.  The  field  officers  waited  upon  General 
Johnson. 

Wednesday,  9"'.  The  armj^  that  encamped  two  miles  be- 
low Albany  the  General  went  down  to  view,  being  mus- 
tered in  regimental  order  and  was  pleased  with  their  ap- 
pearance. 

Thursday,  lO"'.  Governor  Shirley  came  to  town  with 
several  officers  and  two  companies  of  soldiers  for  his  army. 
At  his  arrival  the  cannon  in  the  fort  was  discharged,  the 
field  officers  that  were  in  town  waited  upon  the  Governor 
and  drank  a  glass  of  wine  with  him. 
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Friday,  11'".  Governor  Sliirley  invited  General  Johnson 
and  tlie  field  officers  of  the  Crcjwn  Point  expedition  to  dine 
with  him  (viz.  the  colonels).  We  accordingly  waited  upon 
him  and  were  well  entertained. 

Saturday,  the  12"'.  I  dined  with  Maj.  General  Lyman 
at  Col.  Rensalers  ;  this  was  a  showery  day  and  it  hath  been 
showery  every  day  this  week. 

Sabbath  day,  13*''.  I  attended  public  worship  at  Mr, 
Oglebee's  Church,  both  fore  and  afternoon.  In  the  fore- 
noon Governor  Shirley  and  Gen.  Johnson  were  there,  the 
sermon  was  well  adapted  to  the  occasion. 

Monday,  14"'.  A  very  hot  day,  the  army  mustered  down 
at  the  camp  the  Generals  to  view  them,  in  the  afternoon 
up  at  the  flats  where  part  of  the  army  lay  they  were  mus- 
tered for  the  General  to  view. 

Tuesday,  15"'.     Dry  and  hot  no  news. 

Wednesday,  1(5"'.     The  hottest  of  weather. 

Thursday,  17'^''.  Dined  with  General  Johnson,  at  about 
7  of  the  clock  at  night  left  Albany  to  go  forward  to  Crown 
Point.  Arrived  at  Col.  Seyton's  lodged  there  that  night 
at  the  flats  so  called. 

Friday,  18"'.  Staid  at  Col.  Seyton's  that  day,  well  enter- 
tained but  the  hottest  of  weather. 

Saturday,  19*''.  Major  General  Lyman  went  off  from 
Col.  Seyton's  at  the  Flats  with  his  regiment  with  about  20 
of  the  Dutch  waggons  took  part  of  the  stores  in  the  after- 
noon, about  4  of  the  clock  it  rained. 

Sabbath  day,  20"'.  Somewhat  cloudy  in  the  forenoon  — 
no  rain  —  Mr.  Page  preached  both  forenoon  and  after. 

Monday,  21.     A  fair  morning  still  staid  at  the  Flats. 

Tuesday,  22.  Rain  in  the  forenoon,  afternoon  Col.  Rug- 
gles  and  our  Battoes  went  off  with  part  of  the  stores. 

Wednesday,  23.  All  the  forenoon  I  loaded  waggons  with 
our  stores.  Set  out  myself  about  12  of  the  clock  from  Col. 
Seyton's  at  the  flats,  arrived  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Half 
Moon  lodged  in  the  tent. 

Thursday,  the  24,  I  set  out  with  a  guard  of  100  men  to 
guard  the  wagons  up  to  Stillwater.  Arrived  there  at  12 
of  the  clock,  dined  with  Maj.  Gen.  Lyman. 

Friday,  25"\  This  day  a  steady  rain  so  we  kept  pretty 
close  in  our  tents. 
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Saturday,  26"\  A  fair  day,  we  are  still  at  Stillwater  and 
employed  getting  up  stores. 

Sabbath  day,  27.  A  fair  day,  attended  public  worship 
both  fore  and  after  noon.  Mr.  Williams  preached.  Last 
Friday  died  an  Indian  soldier  who  enlisted  from  Natick,  is 
the  first  one  I  have  heard  of  who  has  died  since  we  arrived 
at  Albany. 

Monday,  28.  This  is  a  fair  day.  A  Court  Martial  was 
held  on  5  deserters  in  General  Lyman's  regiment,  there  not 
being  time  to  finish  it  adjourned  over  to  Wednesday  at 
Saratoga. 

Tuesday,  29.  This  day  Gen.  Lyman  gave  orders  for  all 
our  army  (now  at  Stillwater)  to  remove  up  to  Saratoga  all 
our  stores  were  put  into  the  battoes  and  we  all  Marched  off 
between  11  and  12  of  the  clock  with  our  2  field  brass  pieces 
a  number  of  men  to  guard  on  each  side  of  the  river.  We 
all  came  up,  viz  :  Gen.  Lyman's  Col.  Ruggles  regiment  and 

4  of  Col.  William's  companies.     Arrived  at  Saratoga  about 

5  in  the  afternoon. 

Wednesday,  30.  A  very  rainy  night  last  night  and  this 
morning,  we  are  now  encamped  at  Saratoga.  Our  regi- 
ments today  are  being  reviewed,  and  clearing  our  camps 
and  up  the  road  towards  the  carrying  place,  the  after- 
noon fair  weather. 

Thursday,  31.  A  fair  day.  300  men  sent  up  towards  the 
carrying  place  to  mend  the  roads,  and  about  50  down  the 
road  towards  Stillwater  to  complete  the  bridges  that  were 
defective  that  way  which  are  all  finished.  A  number  to 
the  fort  at  Saratoga  to  search  for  cannon  balls,  and  they 
dug  up  about  1100  shot  and  brought  them  to  our  camp 
which  was  above  a  mile  above  the  old  fort.  Saratoga  is  a 
rich  fertile  soil,  full  of  feed,  though  well  stocked  with  cat- 
tle and  horses,  yet  loaded  with  grass  more  than  the  cattle 
can  eat. 

Friday,  Aug.  1,  1755.  Set  out  this  day  from  Saratoga 
with  all  our  stores  loaded  in  the  Battoes,  came  to  the  first 
fall  about  11  of  the  clock  and  at  about  5  in  the  afternoon 
got  all  our  battoes  up  with  the  stores  which  were  about  200 
and  a  very  great  fatigue  we  had  ;  then  we  went  on  to  the 
next  fall,  there  we  encamped  at  the  bottom  of  the  large 
fall. 
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Saturday,  2.  Tliis  morning  a  detachment  of  200  men 
went  forward  to  mend  the  roads  and  about  CO  back  to 
mend  some  that  were  not  finished  ;  before  the  remainder  of 
the  army  landed  the  battoes  and  took  them  up  the  falls, 
all  the  battoes  got  up  tliat  carrying  place  which  is  4  or  5 
miles  above  Saratoga. 

Sabbath  y\  1755.  Our  army  set  out  from  that  landing 
above  these  falls  at  half  an  hour  after  10  of  the  clock  and 
came  to  Fort  Nicholson  about  6  at  night,  with  our  battoes 
and  the  stores  but  the  two  field  pieces  that  we  brought  all 
that  way  with  us  were  not  able  to  arrive  there  that  day  the 
way  not  being  all  repaired. 

Monday,  4**",  at  Fort  Nicholson.  A  very  rainy  night  last 
night  and  this  morning  till  noon.  Our  stores  received  con- 
siderable damage  in  landing  so  late  last  night,  but  took 
good  care  of  them  in  the  morning  ;  this  is  a  pleasant  well 
situated  place  here  at  the  carrying  or  Fort  Nicholson. 

Tuesday,  5*'\  A  fair  pleasant  day.  A  scout  of  30  men 
sent  to  Wood  Creek  and  another  scout  of  10  men  sent  to 
Lake  St.  Sacrament. 

Wednesday,  G"'.  A  fair  day.  The  scout  sent  out  yester- 
day returned  today  bring  no  news  of  the  enemy  ;  there  is 
a  considerable  number  of  our  army  now  that  are  sick.  I 
myself  have  been  ill  these  two  days  but  not  confined.  I 
hope  it  will  wear  off.  We  have  made  a  thorough  search  in 
our  bread  cask,  and  find  much  damage  in  the  bread,  the 
cask  being  poorly  made.  A  soldier  one  Bickenstaff  was 
whipt  for  profane  swearing,  a  sodomitical  attempt  100 
lashes  and  drummed  out  of  the  army  with  a  rope  about  his 
neck,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  a  convenient  place  there  to 
be  kept  and  placed  till  the  Crown  Point  expedition  was 
over. 

Thursday,  Aug.  7"'.  A  fair  day,  orders  given  to  build 
two  store  houses— hands  sent  to  cut  and  hew  timber,  peal 
bark  and  a  considerable  number  of  sticks  of  hewn  timber 
was  drawn  by  men  with  a  rope.  A  scout  of  men  came  in 
today  who  had  discovered  the  tracks  of  about  20  Indians 
about  a  mile  to  the  East,  travelling  to  the  South. 

Friday,  8"'.  We  are  now  a  great  number  of  hands  bring- 
ing timber,  pealing  bark  and  framing  store  houses,  A 
scout  of  about  30  men  sent  to  the  drowned  lands  to  see 
what  discovery  can  be  made  that  way. 
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Saturday,'  9^'\  A  fair  day.  Many  hands  at  labor,  cut- 
ting timber  and  drawing  it  for  our  fort.  This  day  I  made 
me  a  bedstead  and  lodged  in  it  at  night  ;  wrote  a  letter 
home  in  the  evening  which  was  my  5^'\ 

Sabbath  day,  August  10,  1755.  A  fair  day.  Mr.  Williams 
preached  both  fore  and  afternoon  and  a  number  of  hands 
at  work  at  the  fort.  Two  men  were  sent  this  morning  to 
Albany.  A  scout  this  day  who  came  in  who  went  last  Fri- 
day for  the  drowned  lands,  but  did  not  [reach]  their  de- 
signed place.     Made  but  little  discovery  of  the  enemy. 

Monday,  11.  A  fair  day.  Several  scouts  came  in,  made 
no  discovery,  a  small  number  of  men  went  down  the  river 
fishing  and  hunting,  and  brought  in  one  deer,  and  about  30 
large  fish,  some  as  big  as  a  cod  and  much  the  same  sort  of 
flesh  both  in  looks  and  taste. 

Tuesday,  12,  A  fair  day.  About  300  men  sent  towards 
Fort  Ann  to  repair  the  roads.  A  considerable  number  of 
our  army  not  well,  the  common  illness  that  attends  armies, 
but  none  died.      Many  have  recovered  that  have  been  sick. 

Wednesday,  13  Aug.  A  fair  hot  day  and  we  finished  the 
timber  work  of  our  store  house  which  is  in  the  form  of  an 
L,  70  feet  one  way  and  4:0  the  other,  150  feet  wide  at  the 
north  end  of  it.  A  guard  house  30  feet  in  length  15  in 
breadth  with  a  mount  upon  the  north  end  of  it,  the  roofs 
of  the  whole  sheds  inwards  ;  upon  the  outside  about  12  feet 
high,  in  two  stories  are  loop  holes  to  fire  out  of.  A  mount 
at  the  west  corner  of  the  river  bank  enclosed  from  the  west 
end  of  the  store  house  to  the  mount  with  stockades,  from 
the  northwardly  end  straight  to  the  bank  of  the  river  with 
the  same,  and  on  the  river  bank  to  the  aforesaid  mount  at 
the  west  end,  so  enclosed  about  half  an  acre  of  land. 

Thursday,  14.  A  fair  day.  This  day  General  Johnson 
came  to  the  carrying  place  at  the  entrance  to  our  camp. 
We  fired  our  two  field  pieces,  and  aided  him  into  the  fort 
by  an  intervail  of  the  army. 

Friday,  15.  The  forenoon  fair,  the  afternoon  showery. 
A  council  sat  in  the  forenoon  and  agreed  to  send  for  400 
men  to  New  York,  Connecticut  500  and  Massachusetts  500 ; 
all  of  which  we  have  ordered  to  raise  the  above  said  num- 
ber of  men  in  case  they  are  needed. 

Saturday,  IG.     A  cloudy  day.     A  post  was  this  day  sent 
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to  the  several  governments  with  orders  to  send  men  to  our 
relief.  I  sent  letters  by  them  to  m,y  sons  at  New  Haven 
and  to  my  wife  at  home. 

Sabbath  day,  17^'',  1755.  A  fair  day.  So  much  business 
this  forenoon  that  no  sermon.  Met  at  11  o'clock,  sang  and 
publicly  prayed.  Orders  given  for  a  meeting  5  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  Just  after  we  met  and  began  prayers  news 
came  that  the  waggons  were  attacked  by  300  Indians.  I 
was  immediately  ordered  with  about  400  men  to  march  di- 
rectly in"  the  utmost  haste  to  their  relief,  but  after  going 
about  4  miles  down  the  road  got  to  the  rear  of  all  the  wag- 
gons and  meeting  Col.  Cockraft  he  informed  me  it  was  a 
false  alarm,  so  we  had  to  march  back  doing  no  service. 

Monday,  18"',  1755.  A  fair  day.  A  scout  went  off  for 
Fort  Massachusetts.  I  sent  a  letter  by  one  Chapin  to  my 
wife.  A  man  in  swimming  its  thought  was  taken  with  the 
cramp  or  a  fit,  sunk  down  though  a  great  number  of  peo- 
ple were  near,  yet  no  one  went  in  soon  enough  to  get  him 
out  alive  ;  one  depended  on  another  and  some  were  afraid 
to  go  in  so  that  the  poor  man  perished.  The  fourth  man 
we  have  lost  and  the  first  by  accident. 

Tuesday,  19.  A  fair  day.  A  council  sat  this  day  at 
Head  Quarters,  and  concluded  that  1900  of  our  army  as 
soon  as  we  should  have  intelligence,  should  march  forward 
to  clear  the  road  to  the  next  water  and  build  store  houses 
and  a  fort,  and  also  voted  that  all  the  women  should  be 
sent  out  of  the  camp  the  first  opportunity  of  conveyance 
and  not  return  to  it  again. 

Wednesday,  20*''.  A  fair  day.  Capt.  Ayers  with  one  of 
his  wild  schemes  set  to  work  200  or  300  men  to  dig  a 
trench  round  our  store  house  with  a  design  to  secure  the 
store  house,  but  if  I  was  to  judge  by  the  present  appear- 
ance of  things,  an  ill  constructed  piece  of  fortification. 

Thursday,  21  Aug.  A  rainy  morning  and  fair  after- 
wards in  the  afternoon.  4  Indians  came  that  General 
Johnson  sent  to  Canada  before  he  left  home,  the  news  if 
any  comes  afterwards.  Capt.  Parson  the  head  of  the  scout 
that  went  5  days  ago  came  in  this  day,  l)ut  could  find  no 
road  to  the  broad  way,  which  was  his  business  to  look  out, 
it  being  all  mountainous  so  not  to  be  cast  with  cannon  or 
waggons. 
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Friday,  22.  Tins  a  fair  day.  A  council  sat  at  3  of  the 
clock  in  tlie  afternoon  to  consider  some  things  of  impor- 
tance. 

Saturday,  23.  The  Council  that  sat  yesterday  adjourned 
over  to  9  of  the  clock  this  day,  and  voted  to  send  to  the 
several  Governments  for  a  reinforcement,  having  news 
from  4  Indians  who  came  from  Canada  that  they  had  made 
a  party  much  superior  to  our  own.     This  a  fair  hot  day. 

Sabbath  day,  24"\  Sent  a  letter  by  Major  Foot  to  my 
son  Seth  at  New  Haven.  Sent  my  7"'  to  my  wife  by  a 
scout  across  to  Fort  Massachusetts,  and  one  to  Major  Haw- 
ley  and  to  Elisha  Pomeroy.  A  thunder  shower  today. 
Mr.  Williams  fore  and  afternoon. 

Monday,  25.  A  fair  day  ;  this  day  the  express  went  off 
that  was  to  have  gone  yesterday. 

Tuesday,  26.  Orders  given  to  march  with  about  2000 
men,  and  a  number  of  waggons  to  carry  cannon  and  stores. 
We  set  off  about  4  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  6  or  8 
cannon  fired  at  our  departure.  We  proceeded  a  little  above 
the  falls  which  were  about  four  miles  There  encamped 
with  our  army  under  hemlock  and  bush  shelters. 

Wednesday,  27"'.  A  fair  morning.  We  set  out  with 
our  army  i  an  hour  after  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  went  on 
about  4  or  5  miles  then  stopped,  eat  pieces  of  ham  broken 
bread  and  cheese,  drank  some  fresh  lemon  punch  and  the 
best  of  wine  with  General  Johnson  and  some  of  the  field 
officers,  we  staid  about  an  hour  and  then  marched  on  slow 
for  the  road  was  not  clear,  but  a  large  number  of  hands 
clearing  before  the  army. 

Thursday,  28.  Our  army  encamped  at  a  good  brook 
about  half  way  from  the  carrying  place  to  the  lake  ;  a 
small  party  of  Indians  went  off  to  hunt  a  little  above  last 
night ;  they  killed  and  brought  in  3  deer  ;  they  gave  me  a 
thigh  of  one  on  which  I  supped  and  breakfasted  next  morn- 
ing with  a  good  ajipetite.  Set  out  about  8  of  the  clock 
with  our  army  having  early  sent  about  400  men  to  cut  our 
way  ;  about  noon  stopped  and  dined  with  General  Johnson 
by  a  small  brook  under  a  tree  ;  eat  a  good  dinner  of  cold 
boiled  and  roast  venison,  drank  good  fresh  lemon  punch 
and  wine,  we  came  to  the  Lake  about  4  of  the  clock. 

Friday,  29"'.     A  fair  cold  day,   strong  wind  at  north. 
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This  (lay  clearing  the  land  about  our  camp,  our  waggons 
sent  back  for  loading,  some  addition  of  Gen.  Johnson's 
Indians. 

Saturday.  30.  A  fair  day,  wind  strong  at  north  pretty 
cold,  about  noon  there  came  in  about  180  of  Gen.  John- 
son's Indians,  we  made  an  intervail  with  our  army  that  was 
off  duty — The  Indians  fired  off  their  guns  at  the  entrance 
to  our  camp,  and  with  our  cannon  we  fired  two  rounds. 
We  have  now  about  280  Indians  with  us.  they  seem  to  be 
engaged  in  our  interest  but  tiiUH  only  will  prove  their  sin- 
cerity, and  show  whether  they  will  fight  for  us  or  not. 

Sabbath  day,  Aug.  31,  1755.  A  fair  day.  In  the  fore- 
noon Mr.  Williams  preached  a  sermon  to  Indians  by  Inter- 
preters. In  the  afternoon  one  to  the  English  in  the  camp, 
at  5  of  the  clock,  a  Mr.  Newell,  a  young  gentleman  in  the 
Rhode  Island  Government  a  chaplain  of  Capt.  Babcock's 
preached  a  very  good  sermon  from  Christ's  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  "Love  your  Enemies."  At  luglit  came  the  wag- 
gons loaded  with  stores  and  artillery.  This  day  at  the 
carrying  place  4  or  5  men  being  out  together  3  or  3  miles 
from  the  fort,  2  of  the  men  together,  one  sitting  on  a  log 
the  others  standing  by  a  tree,  the  Indians  fired  at  those  2 
men  and  killed  one  on  the  spot.  An  Indian  fellow  belong- 
ing to  Connecticut  and  the  other  an  English  man — one  Dib- 
ble was  wounded  and  taken ;  the  other  2  or  3  men  raade 
their  escape  they  being  a  little  distance. 

Monday,  Sept.  1,  1755.  A  fair  day.  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing a  great  uneasiness  tending  to  mutiny  in  our  army.  In 
Capt.  Jones  company  30  or  upwards  marched  off  with  their 
packs  on  their  backs  and  guns  clubbed.  Others  threaten- 
ing to  go,  we  mustered  30  odd  men  and  sent  after  the  runa- 
ways and  they  brought  them  back  about  1  or  2  of  the  clock 
in  the  afternoon.  At  night  the  army  seemed  more  com- 
posed. Today  went,  sent  out  a  scout  of  30  English  and  4 
or  5  Indians.  The  Indians  Scout  daily  both  on  the  Lake 
and  on  the  land. 

Tuesday,  2'"'.  The  scout  is  returned  that  went  yesterday, 
but  made  no  discovery  ;  a  number  of  waggons  came  this 
day  loaded  with  stores,  &c.  This  is  a  fair  pleasant  day, 
pretty  hot. 

Wednesday,  3""'',  1755.     A  fair  day.     A  number  of  wag- 
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gons  came  this  day.  Maj.  Gen.  Lyman  with  his  regiment 
and  Col.  Titcomb  with  part  of  his  came  and  about  10  In- 
dians. The  whole  number  of  Indians  now  here  is  about 
300.  Today  we  have  the  sorrowful  news  of  4  men  dying  at 
the  carrjdng  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  nights,  who  were  the 
first  men  we  have  had  die  there  with  sickness,  and  they  had 
been  there  at  Fort  Nicholson  about  a  month,  but  many  are 
now  sick  at  the  carrying  place. 

Thursday,  4.  Last  night  a  shower  beginning  about  13  of 
the  clock  held  till  the  day,  followed  a  fair  day.  Sent  a  let- 
ter to  my  wife  this  day  which  was  the  8*''  and  one  to 
Brother  Deacon  Pomeroy  and  received  one  this  day  from 
Charles  Phelps.  I  am  field  officer  this  day,  the  first  turn  I 
have  had  since  I  came  to  Fort  George,  went  the  grand 
rounds  at  11  of  the  clock  at  night.     Came  back  about  13. 

Friday,  5*'',  1755.  This  a  cold  day,  something  cloudy ; 
sent  out  a  scout  of  about  50  white  and  about  4  or  5  Indians. 
Old  Hendrick  was  one  of  the  Indians.  I  eat  a  dinner  of 
venison  and  squash  this  day  which  seemed  to  taste  like  our 
own  county  food. 

Saturday,  6*''.  The  scout  sent  out  yesterday  came  in  to- 
day and  discovered  nothing.  Today  somewhat  cloudy  but 
no  rain.  An  alarm  about  12  of  the  clock  last  night 
throughout  the  whole  army  but  it  proved  a  false  alarm  ; 
we  have  an  account  of  8  persons  that  have  died  down  at  the 
carrying  place  this  week,  which  is  double  the  number  that 
have  since  we  came  to  Albany.  They  were  all  strangers  to 
me. 

Sabbath  day,  7.  A  fair  day  but  small  showers.  About 
200  waggons  came  this  day  loaded  chiefly  with  battoes.  I 
attended  public  worship  this  day.  News  at  night  of  a  large 
body  of  men  travelling  south  up  or  near  the  Wood  Creek. 

Monday,  Sept.  8.  Upon  the  account  of  the  large  body  of 
men  that  were  tracked,  the  account  came  in  last  night — we 
this  morning  sent  out  about  1300  men,  near  200  of  them  our 
Indians  went  down  the  road  towards  the  carrying  place  and 
had  got  about  3  miles,  when  they  were  ambushed  and  fired 
upon  by  the  French  and  Indians.  A  number  of  our  men 
who  were  in  the  van  returned  the  fire  and  fought  bravely, 
but  many  of  our  men  in  the  rear  fled,  the  others  being 
overmatched  were  obliged   to  fight  upon  a  retreat  and  a 
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very  liaiidsome  retreat  they  made,  by  continuing  tlieir  fire 
and  tlien  retreating  a  little,  and  then  rise  and  give  them  a 
brisk  fire  and  so  continued  till  they  came  within  about  f  of 
a  mile  from  our  camp — then  was  the  last  fire  our  men  gave 
our  enemies,  which  killed  great  numbers  of  them  ;  they 
were  seen  to  drop  as  pigeons  that  put  the  enemy  to  a  little 
stop — they  very  soon  drove  on  with  undaunted  courage 
down  to  our  camp,  the  regulars  came  rank  and  file  about  6 
abreast  so  reached  near  20  rods  length  in  close  order  ;  the 
Canadians  and  Indians  took  the  left  wing  helter  skelter 
down  along  towards  the  camip  ;  they  had  the  advantage  of 
the  ground— passing  over  hollow  and  rising  a  knoll  within 
gun  shot,  then  took  trees  and  logs  and  places  to  hide  them- 
selves— we  made  the  best  shift  we  could  for  batteries  to  get 
behind  but  had  but  few  minutes  to  do  it  in  ;  as  soon  as  they 
all  came  within  shot  of  the  regulars  rank  and  file  they 
came  towards  that  part  of  the  camp,  where  we  had  drawn 
up  3  or  4  field  pieces,  the  others  towards  the  west  part  of 
the  camp,  there  I  placed  myself  and  part  of  Col.  Ruggles 
and  of  our  regiment  along  together — the  fire  began  between 
11  and  12  of  the  clock  and  continued  till  near  five  in  the 
afternoon — the  most  violent  fire  perhaps  that  ever  was 
heard  of  in  this  country  in  any  battle.  Then  we  beat  them 
off  the  ground— we  took  the  French  General  wounded,  and 
near  30  of  his  men,  a  considerable  number  dead  on  the 
ground,  and  by  the  account  of  the  General  and  others  we 
took— the  greater  part  of  his  officers  killed  and  his  army 
broken  to  pieces — the  number  they  lost  we  have  no  certain 
account  but  by  what  we  found  and  what  the  prisoners  tell 
us  their  loss  is  not  less  than  4  or  500  men. 

Tuesday,  Sept.  9.  This  a  fair  hot  day.  We  are  about 
the  melancholy  work  of  burying  our  dead  that  were  killed 

here  in  the  camp  yesterday  ;  their  number  is and  we 

are  making  some  sort  of  a  fortification  or  battlement  to 
stand  behind  to  fight  in  case  the  enemy  should  attack  us 
again  which  we  daily  expect. 

Wednesday,  10*''.  A  fair  day  and  hot.  I  went  out  today 
with  the  command  of  about  400  men  to  bury  the  dead 
bodies  of  those  slain  in  battle  the  8"'  inst.  We  spent  the 
day  in  a  melancholy  piece  of  business  and  put  into  the 
ground  136  bodies  of  men,  we  put  up  and  brought  in  a  great 
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quantity  of  the  French  stores,  guns,  blankets,  hatchets, 
&c,  of  provisions  2  or  3  waggon  loads  ;  brought  in  at  night 
the  names  of  the  dead.  I  have  not  time  nor  room  to  men- 
tion them  but  my  brother  Lt.  Daniel  Pomeroy  was  one  of 
the  brave,  heroic  number  that  fell  in  that  memorable  battle 
which  will  never  be  forgot.  Sent  an  express  to  Col.  W™^ 
Hatfield  by  Capt.  Fellows  who  went  away  from  the  camp 
about  12  o'clock  this  day. 

Thursday,  11*",  1755.  A  number  more  sent  out  to  pick 
up  what  they  could  find  left  on  the  battle  and  found 

the  bodies  of  I  think  about  4  of  our  men,  a  number  of  the 
enemy  that  were  hid  and  buried  and  a  great  quantity  of 
stores  the  enemy  left  in  their  flight. 

Friday,  12"'.  Fine  hot  weather  but  a  melancholy  place, 
so  many  of  our  near  friends  taken  away  and  their  places 
left  vacant.  We  are  more  and  more  convinced  that  our 
enemies  have  met  with  a  great  slaughter  by  picking  up 
their  things  that  in  their  hase  they  ran  off  and  left.  Three 
companies  of  Provincial  forces  being  new  recruits  came  in. 
An  express  was  sent  today  by  Capt.  Wyman. 

Saturday,  13"\  Still  fine  warm  weather  ;  upon  the  ex- 
amination of  the  General  and  other  prisoners  we  find  out 
their  designs  who  came  with  the  full  expectation  to  cut  us 
all  off,  but  to  their  great  surprise  their  well  laid  schemes 
were  turned  upon  their  own  heads. 

Sabbath  day,  14'%  Sept.  1755.  Mr.  Williams  preached 
both  fore  and  afternoon  and  a  melancholy  time  it  was  to 
find  so  many  of  our  brave  men  missing,  but  when  consid- 
ered how  we  were  delivered  we  might  well  sing  of  mercy 
and  of  judgment.  A  number  of  waggons  came  this  day 
also  22  cattle  sent  by  the  provinces. 

Monday.  Hot  and  showery  ;  a  part  of  the  waggons  went 
down  for  stores  today,  and  the  French  prisoners  that  could 
be  conveyed  on  waggons  carried  oft'  for  Albany. 

Tuesday,  16"'.  Some  waggons  did  not  start  till  this 
morning,  then  they  went  off,  and  the  French  General  in  a 
horse  litter.  Cold  last  night  but  today  fair  and  pleasant. 
We  have  got  our  whole  camp  fortified  with  some  battle- 
ments to  stand  behind  to  fight  with  small  arms — our  cannon 
all  mounted  and  placed  ready  for  firing. 

Wednesday,  17"',  1755.     Today  it  was  ordered  that  Lt.- 
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Col.  Giloert  act  as  Col.  in  the  late  Col.  Epliraira  Williams 
regiment,  and  Capt.  Gadfire  act  as  Major  in  the  same  regi- 
ment. Today  a  very  cold  rain — the  soldiers  are  very  much 
pinched,  having  lost  their  clothes  in  the  late  battle. 

Thursday,  IS"*,  Sept.  A  fair  day.  Sent  Seargent  Bard- 
well  with  3  other  men,  with  letters  to  Col.  Williams,  Hat- 
field, a  number  of  waggons  came  this  day  to  bring  stores 
of  which  we  were  most  out. 

Friday,  19.  A  fair  day.  A  considerable  number  of  sol- 
diers in  our  regiment  set  out  for  home,  being  in  an  ill  state 
of  health  and  some  wounded,  so  unfit  for  service  here.  The 
waggons  that  went  yesterday  came  back  today. 

Saturday,  Sept.  20.  Fair  and  pleasant.  Sam'l  Clarke 
from  Northampton  with  letters  from  my  friends  at  home, 
one  from  my  wife,  which  I  received  with  joy  though  it 
found  me  in  an  ill  state  of  health  by  reason  of  a  severe 
cold  which  is  now  common  in  the  camp. 

Sabbath  day,  21.  Cloudy  and  some  rain,  we  had  preach- 
ing in  the  forenoon,  in  the  afternoon  none  by  reason  of  the 
rain  ;  the  main  body  of  the  Indians  went  ofi:  a  few  days 
after  the  battle  of  the  8"'  inst.  with  a  quantity  of  plun- 
der they  had  picked  up  after  the  fight,  being  much  more 
forward  for  that  than  to  fight.  They  carried  ofi^  no  doubt 
many  of  our  goods,  and  things  left  by  our  people  in  the 
battle  and  not  suffered  themselves  to  be  searched  before 
they  went  off.  Today  4  went  away  which  I  think  is  the 
last  and  if  they  had  never  come  among  us  it  had  been  much 
better  for  us  I  think  if  they  had  never  joined  us. 

Monday,  22"''.  Moderate  weather  for  the  season,  but 
shower3^  I  have  been  and  still  am  in  an  ill  state  by  reason 
of  a  great  cold  but  not  confined  and  able  to  walk  about. 
Recruits  and  stores  are  daily  joining  us. 

Tuesday,  23,  1755.  Very  ill  with  a  bad  cold.  Last  night 
and  today  cloudy  and  misty,  not  much  rain.  A  great  num- 
ber of  waggons  and  2  or  3  companies  came  in  today.  We 
had  news  at  night  by  a  scout  we  sent  out  of  an  army  of 
men  supposed  to  be  designed  for  this  camp  or  Fort  Ed- 
ward, at  the  great  carrying  place. 

Wednesday,  24.  A  fair  day.  Col.  Ruggles  with  his  reg- 
iment moved  down  to  Fort  Edward  to  take  the  command 
there.     Tonight  came  in  Capt.   Rogers  with  2  men  who 
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went  with  liim  10  days  ago  to  view  Crown  Point  ;  they 
were  within  fair  sight  of  Crown  Point  for  2  days  and  saw 
the  eminence  upon  the  west  side  where  the  French  were  at 
work  making  trenches  round  where  we  intended  to  build 
some  works.  At  7  of  the  clock  at  night  Capt.  Hawley  died 
of  the  wound  he  received  in  the  memorable  battle  Sept.  8. 
Eleazar  Harmon  and  Elijah  King  went  away  this  day. 
Sent  a  letter  to  my  wife  and  one  to  Seth. 

Thursday,  25"'  Sept.  This  morning  I  got  a  coffin  made 
for  Capt.  Hawley  and  at  11  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon 
attended  his  funeral,  appointed  four  bearers,  viz  :  Capt. 
House,  Capt.  Burt,  Capt.  Doolittle  and  Capt.  Burk.  Mr. 
Williams  made  a  prayer,  tlie  funeral  was  attended  with 
decency  and  order.  Waggons  stores  new  recruits  &c 
flocking  in  upon  us.     Showery  day. 

Friday,  26*''.  Received  a  letter  from  Col.  Israel  Wil- 
liams, dated  Sept.  Major  Samuel  Clark  went  off  today  a 
little  after  noon.  Sent  letters  to  Col.  Williams  and  one  to 
Major  Hawley.  Some  showers  today.  A  number  of  wag- 
gons came  in. 

Saturday,  27.  Last  night  a  very  cold  night  and  a  white 
frost  this  morning  but  a  pleasant  day.  A  council  of  war 
sat  today  to  consider  of  things  of  importance  and  not  being 
able  to  finish  adjourned  to  some  future  time,  the  day  not 
mentioned.  Capt.  Rogers  with  2  others  went  off  this  even- 
ing to  Ticonderoga. 

Sabbath  day,  28,  A  cold  night  last  night.  Many  people 
were  poorly  by  reason  of  colds  which  are  very  much 
brought  upon  them  by  reason  of  the  cold  and  their  suffer- 
ings from  want  of  clothing,  having  lost  their  blankets  and 
some  of  their  clothes  in  the  battle  of  tlie  8"'  Inst,  Mr. 
Williams  preached  today  forenoon  and  afternoon.  In  the 
afternoon  exercise  Elisha  Pomeroy  came  to  our  camp. 

Monday,  29*''.  A  scout  of  20  men  being  out  today  found 
an  Indian  about  4  miles  oft'  and  liis  thigh  broken  and 
brought  him  in  at  night,  he  was  examined  ;  he  was  one  of 
the  Penobscot  Tribe,  the  2'"*  man  in  that  tribe  who  was  at 
the  treaty  last  summer  at  the  Eastward  country.  The  fel- 
low had  his  thigh  broken  in  the  battle  of  the  8"'  Sept.  and 
liad  lived  ever  since  in  the  woods,  though  it  is  pretty  cer- 
tain he  had  some  company  within  that  time  which  was  21 
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days  and  we  understood  by  him  tliat  there  were  a  number 
to  come  the  next  day  to  carry  him  off. 

Tuesday,  30,  1755.  A  windy  cloudy  day,  some  showers. 
Capt.  Rogers  with  4  men  wlio  went  up  the  lake  last  Satur- 
day night  in  order  to  view  Ticonderoga  returned.  They 
took  a  good  view  of  that  place  and  found  in  their  judg- 
ments to  be  as  many  if  not  more  encamped  there  than  we 
have  in  this  place  and  they  were  building  a  fort.  They  saw 
a  battoe  with  ten  men  in  it  put  off  and  come  up  the  Lake  ; 
they  has'tened  back  and  placed  themselves  in  a  narrow 
place  on  a  point  of  land  to  wait  their  return  ;  the  battoe 
then  went  up  to  an  island,  the  men  landed  and  stayed  a 
little  while  and  then  came  back  and  coming  by  Capt.  Rog- 
ers and  his  4  men  within  gun  shot  they  fired  upon  the  bat- 
toe with  9  Indians  and  one  Frenchman  in  it,  and  killed  2 
at  the  first  shot  and  so  they  continued  firing  till  they  had 
shot  four  or  five  times  apiece,  and  killed  or  so  disabled  six 
of  them,  that  they  were  not  able  to  paddle  the  battoe  and 
only  four  could  work — they  put  in  their  canoe  and  jumped 
into  it  pursued  them  till  they  had  almost  caught  up  to 
them,  and  came  so  near  the  French  army  that  they  sent  out 
a  number  of  their  battoes  after  them,  so  our  people  were 
obliged  to  turn  and  make  the  best  of  their  way  off,  but 
they  all  arrived  safe  without  any  harm  from  tlie  enemy, 
and  a  bold  adventure  it  was. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  1.  This  a  fair  day  ;  began  today  to 
build  a  fort  for  cannon  and  one  quarter  of  our  army  was 
appointed  to  work  at  it.  A  man  went  out  a  little  beyond 
the  fort,  lit  on  a  Frenchman  deserted  from  the  army  at 
Ticonderoga  and  gave  an  account  of  400  men  at  that  place 
which  seems  to  contradict  Capt.  Rogers  account,  but  Capt. 
Rogers  was  there  2  or  3  days  after,  who  gave  an  account  of 
an  army  not  less  than  our  army  which  must  have  come 
there  after  the  Frenchman  had  left  that  place,  so  that  it  is 
likely  they  went  and  brought  cannon  for  Rogers  saw  a  bat- 
tery there  with  cannon  planted  ;  the  deserter  said  there 
was  none  when  he  came  away  so^it  is  proveable  they  both 
spoke  true. 

Thursday,  Oct.  2,  1755.  A  fair  pleasant  warm  day.  Be- 
tween 5  and  GOO  men  at  work  at  the  fort.  Ensign  Joseph 
Sheldon  with  8  of  Capt.  Hitchcock's  company  came  today 
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that  had  been  down  at  the  Flats  all  the  time.  About  14 
sick  when  they  left. 

Friday,  3.  A  warm  pleasant  day.  Two  men  buried  to- 
day who  belonged  to  Col.  Titcomb's  regiment.  There  are 
many  now  in  camp  who  are  sick.  Gen.  Johnson  is  much 
amiss  with  a  violent  pain  in  his  head. 

Saturday.  4^'\  A  pleasant  morning  but  the  sky  soon  cov- 
ered with  clouds  and  cold  N,  wind,  some  rain.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams went  down  to  Fort  Head  in  the  afternoon.  Col.  Gil- 
bert went  with  him  and  so  fled  to  the  horns  of  the  altar, 
and  left  his  flag  here  standing,  which  he  set  so  much  by 
and  one  night  some  person  took  it  away,  and  set  it  up 
where  it  ought  to  be  at  Col.  Williams'  tent.  Gilbert  in  the 
morning  brought  it  back  and  said  he  had  rather  they  had 
taken  his  head  off. 

Sabbath  day,  5*'^  Oct.  This  a  cloudy  day.  Mr.  Emer- 
son, chaplain  for  the  New  Hampshire  regiment  preached 
and  prayed  with  us  that  night  and  Monday  morning  to  very 
good  acceptance.  Sergeant  Bardwell  came  today  and 
brought  some  good  tidings  from  the  County  of  Hampshire. 

Monday,  6"'.  A  fair  weather  day.  Our  fort  goes  on 
well.  Col.  Blanchard,  Col.  Willard,  Mr.  Emerson  and  the 
whole  of  that  regiment  (except  Capt.  Symes  and  Capt. 
Rogers  who  are  to  stay  here  at  the  fort  all  the  winter  with 
each  of  them  a  company  of  volunteers  that  they  think  they 
can  raise  for  that  purpose)  are  gone  home. 

Tuesday,  7"\  A  fair  day.  Major  Hore  came  tonight 
from  Boston  his  flag  much  lowered  from  what  it  was  when 
he  went  away,  wholly  losing  his  journey  and  his  raised 
expectations  of  so  many  commissions  for  field  officers  in 
Col.  Ruggles  regiment  being  all  disappointed.  The  famous 
insulting  Col.  Gilbard  who  so  much  lotted  upon  a  commis- 
sion over  the  late  Col.  Williams  regiment,  though  to  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  whole  regiment,  one  night  some  per- 
son moved  the  flag  from  before  his  door,  and  set  it  up  at 
the  late  Col.  Williams  tent  where  it  ought  to  stand.  Gil- 
bard in  the  morning  was  so  enraged  at  it  that  he  sent  a  file 
of  men  to  fetch  it  and  set  it  up  before  his  own  door  threat- 
ened many,  but  could  get  no  proof,  declared  that  he  had 
rather  they  had  taken  off  his  head,  and  now  he  is  obliged 
to  go  off  and  leave  house  and  flag  ;  the  house  he  had  built. 
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the    flag  tliat    his   honor   so  much   depended   upon   to  his 
shame. 

Wednesday,  8'''  October.  An  unhappy  accident  occurred 
todaj''  ;  a  gun  fired  ofl:  sliot  a  man  in  the  thigli  so  that  it  is 
thought  he  would  die.  About  4  of  the  clock  in  the  after- 
noon a  very  liard  thunder  storm  arose.  Some  of  our  peo- 
ple on  the  lakes  with  battoes  came  near  being  cast  away  but 
did  recover.  A  tree  was  struck  with  lightning  which  stood 
within  a  rod  or  two  of  three  tents,  but  nobody  was  hurt. 
One  tree- blew  down  upon  one  shelter  and  liked  to  have 
killed  2  or  3  men  but  all  escaped  with  their  lives,  but  re- 
ceived some  wounds  but  none  mortal.  Wonderful  interpo- 
sitions of  Divine  Providence  are  daily  passing  before  my 
eyes  in  the  deliverance  from  sudden  death  by  accident. 
Surely  we  carry  our  lives  in  our  hands. 

Thursday,  9"\  1755.  A  fair  day.  A  number  of  waggons 
and  some  of  the  Connecticut  troops,  Col.  Chaucer  and  Col. 
Dyer  came  today.  At  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  a 
Council  of  War  sat  to  consider  of  sundry  articles  ;  viz, 
whether  we  should  go  to  take  possession  of  Ticonderoga,  or 
march  for  Crown  Point  immediately  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive, the  reasons  :  1.  We  wanted  both  provisions  and 
men.  2.  Whether  we  should  take  off  any  of  the  men  from 
building  the  fort  to  work  at  the  great  boat — answered  no — 
there  not  being  tools  enough  for  both  purposes,  so  deter- 
mined the  work  at  the  fort  must  not  be  stopped.  I  hear 
today  that  Maj.  Foot  who  went  from  hence  about  a  fort- 
night ago,  came  to  Albany,  was  taken  sick,  but  having  a 
great  desire  to  get  home,  an  opportunity  presented  to  go  on 
board  a  vessel  down  the  river,  getting  out  of  a  hot  bed — 
got  a  relapse  and  was  carried  back  to  the  house  from 
whence  he  came,  and  died  last  Sabbath  day.  A  good  hon- 
est gentleman,  his  death  is  much  lamented.  Instances  of 
the  frailty  of  human  nature  are  constantly  passing  before 
my  eyes. 

Friday,  10'*'.  Today  moved  into  the  house  that  the  fa- 
mous Col.  Gilbard  built  when  he  reigned.  Find  it  very 
convenient,  having  got  rid  of  Col.  Gilbard's  tyranny,  in- 
vited all  the  commission  officers  in  my  regiment  in  the 
evening  to  drink  with  me  and  it  appeared  to  be  a  time  of 
universal  satisfaction  with  the  officers  but  I  am  still  in  an 
ill  state  of  health  by  reason  of  a  cold. 
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Saturday,  11,  1755.  A  very  cold  day.  snow  blasts,  etc., 
the  poor  soldiers  suffered  very  mucli  witli  the  cold  for  want 
of  blankets  and  clothes  that  they  lost  in  the  battle.  Capt. 
Rogers  came  in  who  went  -4  days  ago  to  view  Ticonderoga, 
found  them  building  about  two  miles  this  side  of  the  carry- 
ing place,  the  number  appeared  to  be  about  a  thousand 
men — there  is  a  considerable  number  of  our  men  sick. 
Voted  in  the  council  today  that  all  persons  judged  by  the 
Doctor  not  fit  for  service  now,  nor  are  like  to  be  this  fall, 
by  a  certificate  from  the  Doctor  are  to  be  dismissed. 

Sabbath  day,  12"'.  A  rainy  day.  Voted  in  Council  to- 
day that  the  Fort  should  be  carried  forward  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible. Voted  to  send  to  the  several  governments  the  true 
state  of  our  army  as  to  store,  provisions,  men  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  getting  up  stores  at  this  time  and  wait  their 
orders. 

Monday,  13"'.  A  scout  went  out  today  of  about  50  men, 
about  three  miles  off  at  sunset.  Capt.  Simes  head  of  a 
scout  set  out  his  guards.  One  of  the  sentry  about  20  rods 
off  not  being  well  on  his  guard,  a  small  party  of  Indians 
fired  upon  him  and  killed  him  dead  on  the  spot,  and  not 
the  first  man  tliat  died  like  a  fool. 

Tuesday,  the  14"'  Oct.  Last  night  a  very  rainy  night 
and  bad  for  the  guards  and  new  comers,  which  I  hear  are 

six  companies.     Our  men  crowd  in  faster  than ? 

Agreed  in  council  today  to  march  back  those  that  were  in 
the  road  above  Albany  leaving  six  hundred  at  Fort  Ed- 
ward there  to  stay  till  further  orders,  only  such  as  were 
wanted  for  guards  for  the  provisions,  etc. ,  and  they  to  be 
of  the  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  troops. 

Wednesdaj^,  Oct.  15.  Raw,  cold  misty,  cloudy  and  snow 
upon  the  high  hills.  I  still  remain  poorly  yesterday  and 
to-day  kept  my  house  except  yesterdaj^  I  just  went  a  little 
while  to  Council  this  day.  Capt.  Rogers  went  last  night 
with  a  small  scout  to  see  if  by  any  means  he  could  find 
some  of  the  enemy.  I  hear  that  yesterday  five  Frenchmen 
were  taken  near  Fort  Edward  by  our  guard  who  were  with 
the  waggoners.  I  have  not  yet  heard  a  particular  account 
of  the  circumstances  nor  their  account,  but  it  is  supposed 
they  were  deserters.  My  cold  seems  to  be  wearing  off,  but 
fever  follows. 
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Thursday,  16.  A  fair  pleasant  day;  took  a  sweat  last 
night  and  the  night  before,  but  my  fever  prevails.  Keep 
my  house  and  do  not  go  out  on  any  business.  Capt.  Buck- 
ingham came  up  from  Milford  with  some  of  his  men  to 
guard  the  stores  yesterday  and  returned  back  to  Albany 
today,  Capt.  Buckingham  brought  me  up  a  bag  of  pota- 
toes and  cabbages  that  cousin  Elisha  Pomeroy  being  then 
at  Albany  got  and  sent  up  which  came  in  good  time  though 
I  have  very  little  appetite. 

Friday;  17'^.  Rainy  night  and  part  of  the  day,  but  it 
cleared  off  pleasant.  I  still  remain  weak  and  low.  As  to 
news  I  am  obliged  to  keep  house  so  can  give  but  little 
account. 

Saturday,  18.  I  still  remain  very  ill.  Cannot  do  much 
business  ;  one  third  of  my  regiment  work  at  the  Fort  every 
day. 

Sabbath  day,  19"\  I  moved  to  the  General  for  liberty  to 
go  home  my  sickness  prevailed  upon  me  so  fast.  I  obtained 
it.  At  the  same  tiuie  Maj.  Gen.  Lyman's  horse  that  had 
got  away  from  him  and  was  lost,  came  to  my  house  and 
stood  there.  I  ordered  him  to  be  caught  and  taken  to  the 
General's.  I  wrote  to  him  desiring  liberty  to  ride  him 
down  ;  this  was  quite  providential  for  without  that  horse  I 
don't  know  how  I  could  have  come,  and  if  I  had  stayed  one 
day  longer  I  suppose  I  should  not  have  come.  The  General 
gave  liberty  but  said  I  must  go  the  next  day  for  he  could 
not  keep  his  horse. 

Monday,  20.  This  a  fair  day,  set  out  this  morning. 
Titus  Pomeroy  with  me  but  I  was  very  sick  ;  arrived  at 
Fort  Edward  at  night  lodged  there  and  was  very  sick  all 
night. 

Tuesday,  21''.  A  fair  day  set  out  on  my  way  home, 
arrived  at  Saratoga  at  night  and  very  sick  all  night. 

Wednesday,  22.  Not  able  to  ride,  got  a  Dutcli  bin  to  lay 
■in  with  some  straw  in  it,  carried  it  into  a  battoe  and  the 
soldiers  rowed  me  down  to  Stillwater  and  then  I  got  a 
Dutchman  acquainted  with  the  falls  to  steer  down  and  got 
to  the  Half  Moon,  half  an  hour  after  7  o'clock  and  was 
very  sick  all  night.     Drank  some  milk  and  water. 
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An  account  of  the  charges  of  my  soldiers  at  the  several 
taverns  they  called  at  upon  the  road  down  to  Boston,  viz  : 
Saltmarshes  28  men  charged       .         .         .         7.3.8 
At  Balden's  34  men  each  a  meal  of  victuals      4.5 
At  Malbury,  Daniel  Ward's,  35  men  sup])er 

and  breakfast         ,         .         .         .         .10.3.9 
I  paid  eight  shillings  of  the  above  sum. 
At  Staines  33  men  suppers 
To  35  Breakfasts  .... 

To  lodging  and  liquor 
To  1  horse  hay  and  oats 

So  copied  32.8.9 

Thursday,  Oct.  23.  This  morning  I  drank  some  tea 
boiled  in  a  teakettle  without  a  teapot  and  then  my  soldiers 
led  me  down  to  the  water,  got  into  the  battoe— covered  my- 
self well  up  in  my  bin  or  Dutch  straw  bunk  as  they  call  it ; 
they  brought  me  down  to  the  Flats  to  Col.  Schuyler's  be- 
tween 10  and  11  of  the  clock  and  then  very  sick,  and  there 
I  lay  very  bad  for  about  ten  days,  and  part  of  the  time  but 
very  little  hopes  of  my  life,  but  after  that  I  seemed  to 
mend  some.  After  a  few  days  grew  better  very  fast  and 
recovered  so  much  strength  that  on  Monday  the  17"'  No- 
member  days  after  I  came  there  I  set  out  for  home 

—  came  to  the  city  dined  at  Mr.  Sanders  —  in  the  afternoon 
came  over  the  river,  and  travelled  about  five  miles  and 
lodged  at  one  Jacob  Launson's.  About  4  of  the  clock  in 
the  morning  a  very  still  night,  bright  moon  shone  it  being 
near  full  there  was  a  hard  shock  of  earthquake  ;  the  next 
day. 

Tuesday,  the  18"','  we  traveled  to  Kinderhook,  lodged  at 
one  Burent  Van  Buren,  had  5  in  company  with  myself ; 
my  wife,  my  son  Seth,  Jonathan  Kingsley  and  Ebenezer 
Strong  ;  we  set  [out]  next  morning  which  was  Wednesday, 
19th.  Arrived  about  4  of  the  clock  at  Aaron  Sheldon's  at 
Sheffield,  lodged  there  that  night. 

Thursday,  20"'.  Set  out  for  Glasco.  Arrived  there  about 
5  of  the  clock,  lodged  at  Henstone's. 

Friday,  21.     Every  day  fair  and  good  weather  since  we 

1     Some  mistake  in  the  original  about  date. 
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set  out,  but  this  morning  cloudy,  we  set  out  between  7  and 
8  of  tlie  clock  for  fear  of  rain.  Came  to  Clapp's  at  West- 
field  about  10  of  the  clock,  there  eat  breakfast  and  about  11 
of  the  clock  set  out  for  Northampton.  Came  to  my  own 
house  about  2  of  the  clock  afternoon.  All  good  weather 
since  we  set  out  which  was  a  great  favor,  especially  for  me 
when  just  recovered  from  sore  sickness. 

I  left  Albany  June  17,  1755,  and  left  at  my  lodgings,  in 
Jacob  Clement's  Indian  interpreter  a  small  trunk.  I  think 
about  -4  "or  5  fine  shirts  and  necks  some  caps  2  or  3  white 
handkerchiefs  a  little  bag  of  gold  in  the  trunk,  the  num- 
her  of  pieces  or  of  pounds  I  can't  tell  for  I  did  not  count 
them  ;  when  I  came  away  I  lost  my  best  clothes,  coat, 
Jacket,  and  britches,  my  best  wig,  best  hat,  books,  and  sad- 
dle bags.  I  dont  think  of  anything  else  there.  But  at 
Col.  Taylor's  at  the  flats  I  left  2  fine  shirts,  2  necks  and  I 
think  2  caps.  Things  lost  at  Clements  are  in  a  closet  locked 
up  ;  the  key  I  brought  with  me  it  is  now  in  a  little  trunk 
locked  in  my  port  mantle. 

June  15.     Maj.  Gen.  Lyman,  Dr. 
To  making  a  gun,  £4.0.0.    To  mending  three  locks,  4s.  8d. 
An  account  of  the  goods  and  chattels  taken  after  the  bat- 
tle Sept.  8,  1755,  in  the  late  Col.  William's  regiment. 

Lake  George,  Sept.  12,  1755. 
An  account  of  what  plunder,  guns    \    six  blankets  from 
blankets,  coats  &c.  Col.  Williams    v  the  enemy,  3  coats, 
Company  Capt.  Buck  hath  got,  viz:    \    3  jackets. 

Col.  Pomeroy's  company,  viz  : 

I  myself  have  got  one  gun 

one  pistol,  one  hatchet,  one 

bayonet,  one  in  our  company 

belonging  to  our  regiment  No.  94 

3  French  guns,  a  blanket 

belonging  to  the  Province  in  the 

hands  of  Joseph  Owen,  a  belt 

of  wampum  in  the  hands  of 

Ensign  Bixbj'"  also  an  English 

gun  marked  I  D. 

Major  Ashley's  company  now  Lt.  Callender  commander  : 
one  French  gun,  a  pair  plush  breeches,  one  pair  straked 


one  gun  suppose 

to  belong  to  our 

army. 

2  Gun  locks 

5  Hatchets 

2  broken  English 

guns  a  coat 

English  and 

Knapsack. 
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ditto — linen — one  pair  trowsers,  one  French  axe  one  gun 
marked  T.  E,  24  small  bags. 

Capt.  House,  3  French  guns,  one  English  gun  marked  A. 
T.  E.  a  pair  of  English  shoes,  2  Knives  2  hatchets  1  Bear- 
skin. 

Capt.  Porter's  Company  :  one  gun  marked  S.  S.  one 
French  gun,  one  blanket  E.  T.  a  large  bullet  pouch  and 
strap,  one  shirt  one  jacket,  ten  bags  one  pair  linen  breeches, 
1  Hatchet  E.  E. 

Capt.  Hitchcock  hath  got  pair  leather  breeches,  pair 
brown  stockings,  one  hatchet  E.  O.  one  jacket  a  red  one 
and  blue,  one  pair  breeches,  linen. 

Capt.  Ingersoll's  company  :  one  province  blanket  mark 
S.  H.  3  French  blankets,  11  bags,  1  bottle. 

Capt.  Burt  hath  a  French  gun,  a  blue  great  coat  a 
blanket  marked  B.  R.  3  shirts,  2  bags,  1  cutlass. 

Capt.  Doolittle's  company  :  4  hatchets,  2  blankets,  1  Ket- 
tle, 1  French  gun. 

Capt.  Hawley's  Company  :  coat  quaker  and  breeches,  In- 
dian stockings,  a  Kettle,  an  old  hat  and  jacket,  one  seal- 
skin Knapsack,  one  sauce  pan,  an  Indian  root  bag,  a  French 
coat,  3  pair  Indian  shoes,  4  bags,  2  guns,  both  French 
guns  one  gun  barrel,  one  old  blanket,  2  jackets,  one  hat. 


I 


CHAPTER  XXI. 


•   FOURTH  FRENCH  AND  INDIAN  WAR. 

The  "Bloody  Morn-     News   of  the   advaiicG   of  the   enemy   up 
ing  Scout."  Wood  Creek  was  received  on  Sunday,  Sept. 

9"'.    Col.  Pomeroy  reports  officially  to  Col. 
Israel  Williams :  — 

"  We  suposing  y*  they  intend  to  Cut  off  onr  wagons,  or  atack  y"  Fort 
at  y^  Carrying  Place  but  wanted  better  Information.  Sent  Monday 
morning  about  1200  Men  near  200  of  them  Indians  commanded  by  Col". 
Williams  Col".  Whiting  &  Col°.  Cole  of  Rhode  Island.  Whiting  In  y« 
Middle  Cole  brought  up  y«  rear  old  Hendrick  King  of  y^  Six  nations  be- 
fore with  Col".  Williams  the  Indians,  Some  afore,  some  in  y^  middle  & 
Some  in  y"  rear  &  so  Intermix'd  Through." 

Dieskau  pursued  the  old,  well  tried  and  too  often  suc- 
cessful game  of  ambuscade,  into  which  the  colonial  com- 
mander marched  with  the  stereotyped  alacrity  character- 
istic of  the  military  movements  of  that  campaign.  The 
French  general  drew  up  his  forces  so  as  to  form  a  "  cul  de 
sac,"'  in  which  he  placed  the  French  regulars  at  the  bottom, 
and  the  Canadians  and  Indians  on  opposite  sides.  Conse- 
quently after  marching  about  three  miles  without  throwing 
out  scouts  or  flankers,  "between  10  &  11  of  y''  clock,"  the 
detachment  of  colonial  troops  suddenly  found  itself  in  the 
midst  of  a  deadly  fire. '  Consternation  seized  both  officers 
and  men,  and  the  rear  ranks,  panic-stricken,  fled  to  the 
camp.  But  the  main  body,  as  Pomeroy  testifies,  made  a 
"very  handsome  retreat,"  though  the  commander.  Col. 
Ephraim  Williams,  was  killed  early  in  the  fight.  A  hasty 
attempt  was  made  to  form  a  breastwork  to  protect  the 

1  Dieskau  ordered  th«  Canadians  and  Indians  not  to  fire  till  the  regulars  began 
the  battle,  but  some  of  the  latter,  seeing  Mohawks  in  the  ranks  of  the  advancing 
army,  fired  a  gun  to  warn  them.  This  brought  on  the  action  before  Col.  Williams' 
detachment  had  fairly  entered  the  trap  set  for  it,  and  undoubtedly  saved  it  from 
annihilation. 
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camp,  iDehind  which  the  artillery  was  stationed.  Dieskau, 
though  sorely  wounded,  ordered  an  attack  upon  the  camp, 
but  the  Indians  refused  to  expose  themselves  to  the  artillery 
fire,  and  the  French,  repulsed  in  their  attempt  to  carry  the 
breastwork,  retreated,  leaving  their  commander-in-chief 
upon  the  field.  Both  sides  fought  with  desperation,  and 
the  "bloody  morning  scout,"  a  name  applied  to  the  move- 
ment of  Col.  Williams,  soon  developed  into  the  sanguinary 
"  battle  of  Lake  George." 

Exploit  of  capts.  Col.  Blauchard,  in  command  at  Fort  Ed- 
McGinnis  and  Fill-  ward  ou  the  morning  of  the  same  day, 
learning  that  several  baggage  wagons  had 
been  plundered,  sent  out  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  men 
under  Capts.  McGinnis  and  Fulsome.  Hearing  the  firing 
at  the  camp,  they  pressed  forward  and  came  upon  a  large 
party  of  Dieskau's  troops,  who  had  fallen  back  after  their 
repulse  and  had  halted  for  rest  and  refreshment.  This 
party  they  immediately  attacked  and  put  to  flight,  cap- 
turing a  large  quantity  of  stores  and  baggage.  Capt. 
McGinnis,  who  belonged  to  the  New  York  quota,  was  mor- 
tally wounded. 

Col.  Pomeroy  De-  Col.  Pomeroy  Writing  home  says  of  the 
scribes  the  Battle,  charge  upou  the  camp:  "The  regulars 
kept  their  order  till  they  came  within 
about  20  rods,  then  made  a  regular  fire  by  platoons  ;  the 
regulars  and  Indians  behind  trees  within  about  12  or  14 
rods,  and  perhaps  the  hailstones  from  heaven  have  not  been 
much  thicker  than  their  bullets  came."  In  his  official  re- 
port he  thus  characterizes  the  engagement :  "  Such  a  Bat- 
tle it  is  Judg'd  by  all  y*^  I  have  heard  was  never  known  In 
America."  On  this  bloody  field  the  Hampshire  regiment, 
in  which  were  many  solders  from  Northampton,  bore  a 
conspicuous  part.  Its  commander  reports  in  the  official 
document  already  quoted,  that  "  they  being  foremost,  for  a 
considerable  time  [stood]  the  fire  of  there  whole  army  till 
they  ware  lik'd  to  be  surrounded  which  obliged  'em  to  re- 
treat." Again  in  a  letter  to  his  wife  he  alludes  to  the 
bravery  of  his  own  regiment  :  — 

"  Officers  in  our  regiment  they  being  foremost  and  their  men  had  the 
hottest  fire,  so  more  of  our  regiment  are  dead  you  will  find  than  any 
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other.  Their  names  who  died  in  battle  are  Col.  Ephraim  Willi  'ms,^ 
Maj.  Noah  Ashley.  Capt.  Moses  Porter,  Capt.  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  Capt. 
Elisha  Hawley  is  j-et  alive  but  no  hopes  of  his  life,  Lient.  Daniel  Pom- 
eroy,  Ensign  Reuben  Wait,  Ensign  John  Stratton."  Further  particu- 
lars concerning  the  killed  are  found  in  his  official  report :  —  "  Col".  Wil- 
liams was  sliot  Dead  in  a  Moment  &  before  he  had  Time  to  Fire  his 
Oun  Capt.  Hawley  Shot  I  fear  Mortal  before  he  had  time  to  fire  his 
gun  ;  My  Brother  Lieut.  Pomeroy,  I  have  had  an  acct  his  being  well 
till  the  army  retreated  &  ask'd  '  what  ?  are  they  going  to  run  ; '  '  Yes ' 
it  is  said  '  well '  said  he  '  I  will  give  'em  one  more  Shot  before  I  run,' 
any  further  I  hant  heard,  since  I  have  heard  he  is  ded  &  scalpt."  Of 
himself  Pomeroy  says  nothing  in  his  letters  to  his  wife  till  ten  days 
after  the  battle,  and  then  only  in  answer  to  her  affectionate  solicitations 
and  inquiries.  On  the  IS"",  he  tells  of  his  narrow  escape  from  death  : — 
*'I  am  alive  and  in  a  tolerable  state  of  health,  my  mind  calm  and 
steady  and  in  the  midst  of  danger  and  the  bullets  continually  flj'ing 
near  me  in  the  time  of  battle,  and  one  prevented  from  killing  me  right- 
out  by  its  cutting  of  a  small  limb  when  it  got  about  a  foot  of  my  body 
so  much  lost  its  force  that  only  bruised  me  and  fell  down  at  my  feet." 

The  French  Com-  Baron  Dieskau.  five  times  wounded,  was 
mander  Wounded  taken  prisoner  by  Col.  Pomeroy,  and  sent 
to  the  tent  of  Gen.  Johnson,  who  was  him- 
self wounded,  leaving  the  command  to  his  subordinate, 
Gen.  Lyman.  Gen.  Dieskau  never  recovered  from  his 
wounds,  though  he  survived  the  battle  seven  years.  When 
Col.  Pomeroy  went  out  upon  the  field  after  the  retreat  of 
the  enemy,  he  came  upon  the  disabled  French  commander, 
and  he  has  been  charged  with  firing  upon  the  wounded  man 
as  he  lay  helpless  on  the  ground.  But  the  Baron  refutes 
the  charge  in  an  account  of  the  fight,  wherein  he  states 
that  his  last  wound  was  given  him  by  a  French  Canadian 
deserter.  He  was  robbed  of  his  watch  and  other  valuables 
before  Pomeroy  found  him.  Tradition  asserts  that  it  was 
through  the  exertions  of  Col.  Pomeroy  that  the  watch  was 
recovered  and  returned  to  its  owner,  who  afterwards  pre- 
sented it  to  the  Northampton  colonel.  This  cherished  relic 
is  said  to  be  still  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants. 

1  Col.  Ephraim  Williams  was  the  founder  of  Williams  College.  He  had  seen  much 
service  during  the  colonial  wars,  and  was  a  man  of  influence  and  ability.  He  had  a 
presentiment  while  in  Albany  when  about  to  start  on  this  expedition,  that  he  should 
not  survive  the  campaign,  and  made  his  will,  leaving  his  property  for  the  support 
and  maintenance  of  a  "  Free  School  "  in  a  town  west  of  Fort  Massachusetts,  to  be 
named  Williamstown.  This  school  has  since  developed  into  Williams  College.  His 
career  is  fully  sketched  in  Prof.  Perry's  "  Origins  of  Williamstown,"  to  which  the 
author  of  these  volumes  is  indebted  for  much  valuable  information. 
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Col.  Pomeroy      TliG  two   vacancies   in    the    roster   of    the 
Superceded.  Hampshire  Regiment,  caused  by  the  deaths 

of  Col.  Williams  and  Major  Ashley,  were 
promptly  filled  by  Gen.  Johnson.  He  designated  Lieut. - 
Col.  Thomas  Gilbert  of  Col.  Ruggles'  regiment,  as  acting 
Colonel  and  "  Capt.  Gadfire"  (according  to  Pomeroy's 
Journal),  as  Major.  These  appointments  were  very  unsat- 
isfactory to  the  rank  and  file,  as  well  as  to  the  officers  to 
whom  the  promotions  by  right  belonged.  To  Lieut. -Col. 
Pomeroy,  who  richly  deserved  promotion  for  his  gallant 
service  during  the  campaign,  this  placing  of  an  officer  from 
another  regiment  over  him  must  have  been  especially  gall- 
ing. Very  slight  allusion  to  this  matter  appears  in  the 
correspondence  of  Col.  Pomeroy,  but  the  mention  made  of 
it  in  his  journal  indicates  his  own  feeling  as  well  as  the 
sentiment  which  prevailed  in  the  regiment.  An  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  was  made  to  induce  the  Governor  to  confirm 
these  appointments,  and  at  least  one  officer  from  the  army 
went  to  Boston  on  that  errand.  Though  Pomeroy  himself 
found  plenty  of  other  topics  with  which  to  enliven  his 
home  correspondence,  his  wife  seems  to  have  been  well  in- 
formed upon  the  subject.  In  a  letter  to  her  husband,  dated 
September  22"*^,  she  writes  :  — 

"  The  introducing  another  officer  from  another  regiment  seems  uni- 
versally resented  here."  Again  on  the  26"',  she  thus  alludes  to  the  diffi- 
culty : —  "Capt.  Lyman  is  not  like  to  get  up  so  soon  as  was  expected 
on  account  of  some  difficulties  at  the  camp,  particularly  with  regard 
to  a  chief  colonel  in  your  regiment.  *  *  *  It  grieves  me  much  that 
there  should  be  any  difficulty  about  the  disposition  of  that  commission, 
as  it  must  be  a  damage  to  the  cause  in  general  by  making  (as  we  hear) 
great  uneasiness  among  the  soldiers  of  your  regiment,  but  especially  as 
it  should  so  nearly  concern  you."  Once  more  she  writes  :  —  '"I  presiime 
you  are  willing  "  Right"  should  take  place.  You  kindly  and  I  suppose 
purposely  omit  writing  of  any  of  these  difficulties." 

"  Right"  did  at  last  prevail,  and  about  the  7"'  of  October 
Lieut. -Col.  Pomeroy  received  his  commission  as  commander 
of  the  regiment.  At  the  same  time  Dr.  Thomas  Williams, 
surgeon,  and  brother  of  Col.  Ephraim,  was  commissioned 
as  Lieut. -Colonel,  and  Capt.  James  House,  as  Major. 
About  a  month  after  the  fight,  on  the  10^''  of  October,  Col. 
Pomeroy  moved  into  the  quarters  occupied  by  ' '  the  famous 
Col.  Gilbard  when  he  reigned." 


1755.]  FOURTH   FRENCH   AND   INDIAN   WAR.  285 

Reinforcements  from      Reci'uiting  to  reiiif orcG  the  army  had  been 
Northampton.  jj^  pi'ogress  duriiig  the  campaign,   and  a 

company  of  sixty  men  from  Northamp- 
ton and  Southampton  was  ready  to  start  on  the  14"'.  "At 
midnight"  of  the  13"',  writes  Mrs.  Pomeroy  to  her  hus- 
band, "a  cry  came  at  our  door,  with  the  joyful  news  of 
victory,  though  stained  witli  blood,"  and  the  company 
*' stopped  upon  hearing  of  your  victory,  and  went  imme- 
diately to  follow  the  directions  of  the  court  in  raising  2000 
men,  which  I  hope  will  be  with  you  ere  long."  This  was 
undoubtedly  the  company  of  Capt.  William  Lyman, 
already  mentioned.  It  was  in  service  from  September  15"' 
to  December  10"',  and  was  probably  sent  to  the  front  at 
once,  though  the  cai3tain  did  not  apparently  join  it  till 
sometime  afterwards. 

other  Northampton  In  thls  sauguiuary  engagement,  in  which 
Men  Killed  and  from  sixty  to  sevcuty  soldiers  from  this 
town  participated,  five  of  them  were  killed 
and  several  wounded.  Among  the  killed,  in  addition  to 
those  named  by  Col.  Pomeroy,  were  Eliakim  Wright  and 
Ebenezer  Kingsley,  and  among  the  wounded  were  Elnathan 
Phelps  and  Kenfield,  all  privates  in  Capt.  Hawley's  com- 
pany. Daniel  Pomeroy,  lieutenant  under  Capt.  Hawley, 
was  a  brother  of  Col.  Seth.  "He  was  shot  through  the 
temple,  leaped  up  several  feet  and  fell  dead."  It  is  related 
of  him  that  when  about  to  join  the  army  he  consulted  with 
his  brother.  The  conversation  occurred  in  a  field  where 
Col.  Seth  was  at  work.  The  latter  endeavored  to  dissuade 
his  brother  from  enlisting,  but  Daniel  had  already  made  up 
his  mind,  and  closed  the  conversation  by  saying,  "I  must 
go  and  must  be  killed." 

Col.  Pomeroy  Pros-  About  the  middle  of  Octobcr  Col.  Pom- 
trated  by  sickness,  groy  was  taken  sick,  and  on  the  19"'  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence.  At  Albany  he 
was  prostrated  for  about  ten  days,  and  at  times  there  was 
very  little  hope  of  his  recovery.  His  wife  and  son  were 
summoned  to  his  bedside,  and  he  did  not  reach  home  till 
the  21''  of  November. 
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Operations  Sus-        No  further  movement  was  made  towards 
pe'^'ied.  the  reduction  of  Crown  Point.     Fort  Wil- 

liam Henry  was  erected  at  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  Lake  George,  which  together  with  Fort  Edward 
was  properly  garrisoned.  The  rest  of  the  army  was  with- 
drawn. 


No    Ou  traces    in 


Though  the  Indians  did  not  appear  in  this 
Hampshire  County,      towu  duriug  the  year,  there  was  constant 

anxiety  throughout  the  county.  The  ope- 
rations against  Crown  Point  concentrated  the  attention  of 
both  French  and  Indians,  and  very  little  was  seen  of  the 
latter  elsewhere.  In  the  diary  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Judd  are 
constant  allusions  to  the  state  of  affairs.  Volunteers  were 
mustered  in  Southampton  in  May,  and  in  July  the  pastor 
read  from  the  pulpit  a  letter  from  Major  Hawley,  "which, 
gave  an  account  of  Indians  out ;  read  it  after  exercise  in 
public. " 

French  Neutrals.  The  expedition  to  Nova  Scotia  under  John 
Winslow,  great  grandson  of  Edward  Wins- 
low,  started  in  May,  speedily  reduced  the  French  forts,  and 
obtained  entire  possession  of  the  country.  Two  battalions 
were  recruited  in  Massachusetts,  but  no  soldiers  were  en- 
listed from  Hampshire  County,  though  Col.  Israel  Wil- 
liams received  orders  to  draw  three  hundred  fifty  men  from 
his  regiment  to  be  held  in  readiness  for  any  emergency. 
Incidentally  only  is  this  movement  of  local  interest.  In 
the  deportation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Acadia^  which  fol- 
lowed, one  family  was  assigned  to  Northampton,  "  Silvean 

1  When  Nova  Scotia  was  ceded  to  the  English,  the  French  inhabitants  refused  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  British  crown  unless  they  should  be  exempted 
from  bearing  arms  against  their  countrymen  ;  hence  they  were  termed  "  French  Neu- 
trals." Gen.  Winslow  found  numbers  of  them  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  and  their 
influence  had  been  everywhere  opposed  to  the  English  government.  Consequently 
it  was  determined  to  remove  and  distribute  the  entire  population  of  Acadia  through- 
out the  English  colonies.  They  were  to  be  supported  by  the  several  towns  to  which 
they  were  sent,  thereby  reducing  a  virtuous,  self-supporting,  industrious  Catholic  peo- 
ple to  absolute  pauperism.  They  were  transplanted  into  communities  in  which  their 
language  was  not  understood,  and  which  hated  Frenchmen,  loathed  paupers,  and  bit- 
terly detested  Catholics.  On  this  shameful  transaction  was  founded  Longfellow's 
immortal  poem,  "  Evangeline,"  as  well  as  Whittier's  vigorous  but  shorter  lyric, 
"Marguerite."  Two  thousand  Acadiaus  were  brought  to  Massachusetts  and  distrib- 
uted among  the  towns.  In  Hampshire  County  usuallj'  but  one  family  was  quartered 
on  a  town.  They  were  cared  for  by  the  several  municipalities  as  far  as  their  circum- 
stances required,  and  were  everywhere  treated  with  kindness. 


I 
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Dupuis  "  as  written  by  himself,  "but  inscril)ed  on  tlie  town 
books  as  "  Sylvine  Dupee,"  was  the  name.  The  family 
was  composed  of  nine  persons  :  the  man,  wife  and  seven 
children.  He  was  employed  by  different  people,  who  paid 
him  in  clothing  and  provisions.  From  the  town  he  re- 
ceived 4s.  per  week  and  the  nse  of  a  house.  These  pay- 
ments seem  to  have  continued  from  1760  to  17(i5,  after 
which  date  no  further  record  concerning  him  has  been 
found.  * 

Gov.  Shirley  Plans  Having  bccu  appointed  commander-in-chief 
another  Cam-  q^  ^lie  death  of  Gcu.  Braddock,  Gov.  Shir- 
ley— before  his  failure  in  the  Niagara  expe- 
dition was  known  in  England — planned,  in  connection  with 
the  colonial  Governors,  a  campaign  for  the  following  year 
so  comprehensive  as  to  be  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  colo- 
nies to  undertake.  It  involved  the  employment  of  up- 
wards of  twenty  thousand  men  upon  the  same  lines  as  that 
of  the  previous  year.  But  Massachusetts  refused  to  do 
more  than  enlist  three  thousand  five  hundred  men  for 
another  movement  against  Crown  Point,  and  Gen.  Wins- 
low  was  recalled  from  Nova  Scotia  to  take  the  command. 

War  Declared  and  In  May,  1756,  England  formally  declared 
New  Commanders  ^ar  agalust  Fraucc,  and  the  Earl  of  Lou- 
don was  appointed  commander-in-chief  in 
America,  Gov.  Shirley  was  superceded  in  June  bj^  Col. 
Webb,  who  was  to  serve  till  either  the  newly  appointed 
commander-in-chief  or  Gen.  Abercrombie  arrived.  Some 
time  elapsed  before  Loudon  left  England,  and  the  command 
devolved  on  Gen.  Abercrombie.  He  did  nothing,  however, 
but  await  the  arrival  of  his  superior  officer,  who  did  not 
reach  lieadquarters  at  Albany  till  the  last  of  July. 

The  French  Cap-      lu  the  meantime  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm 
ture  Oswego.  j^^d  been  invested  with  the  command  of  the 

French  forces.  He  led  an  army  of  five 
thousand  men  in  August  against  Oswego,  which  was  garri- 
soned by  fourteen  hundred  soldiers  under  Col.  Mercer. 
The  death  of  the  commander,  together  with  the  exhaustion 

1    Hadley  appropriated  £.3  in  1768,  to  remove  the  French  Neutrals  to  Canada,  and 
the  Northampton  family  may  have  gone  there  previous  to  that  date. 
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of  ammunition,  brought  a  speedy  surrender  of  the  post. 
This  disaster  seemed  to  paralyze  the  movements  of  the 
English  general,  and  nothing  was  accomplished  during  the 
year.  Lord  Loudon  countermanded  the  expedition  against 
Crown  Point,  and  Gen.  Winslow's  army  was  disbanded, 
except  such  soldiers  as  were  required  to  garrison  the  fron- 
tier forts,  which  were  placed  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
John  Hawks.  The  fourteen  forts  and  stockades  extending 
from  Stockbridge  to  Greenfield  were  garrisoned  by  one 
hundred  sixty-two  men,  many  of  whom  were  citizens  of 
the  valley  towns. 

Position  of  Affairs.  Tlic  liistory  of  eveuts  in  1756  was  but  a  rep- 
etition of  that  of  the  preceding  years  of 
anxiety,  toil  and  hardship  for  the  settlers  of  this  section. 
In  all  the  towns  the  enlistment  or  impressment  of  men  for 
service  in  the  various  expeditions  was  vigorously  enforced. 
The  same  arduous  struggle  for  a  bare  subsistence  contin- 
ued, and  the  farmers  on  the  hills  or  in  the  valleys  of  West- 
ern Massachusetts  were  still  compelled  to  labor  under  the 
guardianship  of  soldiers,  snatching  their  scanty  crops  from 
a  reluctant  soil  almost  beneath  the  very  guns  of  their  sav- 
age foes.  The  most  exacting  as  well  as  the  most  dangerous 
duty  of  the  troops  was  that  of  scouting.  Men  were  scarce, 
the  territory  to  be  covered  extensive,  and  it  is  hardly  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  stealthy  foe  should  come  suddenly 
upon  detached  and  careless  squads  of  men,  dealing  out  to 
them  death  or  captivity. 

Casualties  Durin<?      In  the  montlis  of  Juuc,  July  and  August, 
the  Year.  the  Indians  were  active,  and  made  numer- 

ous incursions  into  Western  Massachusetts. 
At  Winchester,  N.  H.,  Josiah  Foster  and  family  were  cap- 
tured early  in  June  ;  within  a  few  days  two  men  were 
killed  within  half  a  mile  of  Fort  Massachusetts  ;  not  long 
after  Lieut.  Moses  Willard  was  killed,  and  his  son  wounded 
at  Charlestown.  In  July,  Sergt.  William  Chidester  and 
his  son  James,  were  killed  at  West  Hoosack,  and  Capt. 
Elisha  Chapin  was  captured  and  soon  after  slain.  In 
August,  two  men  were  fired  upon  near  Northfield,  but  they 
escaped.     Within  a  few  days  an  attack  was  made  upon  five 
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men  in  the  northerly  part  of  Greenfield  ;  one  was  killed, 
and  two  escaped.  During  the  same  month,  Lieut.  Grant 
and  thirteen  men  were  surprised  on  Hoosack  river  some 
miles  below  Fort  Massachusetts,  eight  were  killed  and  the 
rest  made  prisoners.  No  casualties  are  noted  in  any  of  the 
valley  towns,  but  several  of  them  were  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  death  of  some  of  their  prominent  citizens. 

Slow  Progress  of     The  Campaign  of   the  following  year  was 
the  War.  '  evcu  less  successful  than  that  of  its  prede- 

cessor. The  incompetency  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief was  equalled  only  by  that  of  some  of  his 
subordinates,  and  the  enemy  were  still  victorious.  Lord 
Loudon  attempted  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  but  the  expe- 
dition returned  without  making  a  demonstration  upon  the 
city.  Thomas  Pownal,  appointed  to  succeed  Gov.  Shirley, 
assumed  office  in  August.  In  March,  a  body  of  fifteen 
hundred  French  and  Indians  commanded  by  M.  de  Rigaud 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  brother  of  the  Governor  of  Canada, 
and  M.  de  Longeuil,  had  attacked  Fort  William  Henry, 
erected  by  Sir  William  Johnson,  at  the  lower  end  of  Lake 
George.  The  garrison,  commanded  by  Major  Eyers.  refused 
to  surrender,  and  gallantly  defended  the  fort.  Five  times 
the  enemy  attempted  to  carry  the  works  by  assault  with- 
out success.  After  burning  the  vessels  of  the  English,  and 
all  the  buildings  outside  of  the  fortifications,  the  assailants 
abandoned  the  enterprise,  and  returned  to  Canada.  The 
fort  was  immediately  reinforced,  and  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  George  Monroe. 

The  Fort  is  Finally     Determined    to   dismantle   this   important 
Captured.  fortification,  which  was  a  standing  menace 

against  all  their  attempts  to  invade  the 
colonies  by  way  of  the  Lakes,  another  and  more  successful 
demonstration  was  made  upon  it  during  the  summer. 
While  Lord  Loudon  was  conducting  the  expedition  against 
Louisburg,  Montcalm,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  command 
in  Canada,  early  in  the  month  of  August,  suddenly  pro- 
jected a  force  of  between  five  and  six  thousand  men  upon 
Fort  William  Henry,  called  Fort  George  by  the  French. 
Gen.  Webb,  who  had  been  left  in  command  with  a  force  of 
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five  thousand  men,  was  at  Fort  Edward,  distant  about 
twenty  miles.  He  took  no  measures  for  the  defense  or  re- 
lief of  the  place,  but  sent  a  dispatch  to  the  commandant, 
exaggerating  the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  advised  him 
to  surrender.  Col.  Monroe,  however,  refused  to  deliver  up 
the  fort  and  defended  it  with  great  vigor  from  the  3''  to  the 
9"^  of  August,  when  his  ammunition  having  been  exhausted, 
and  one  half  his  guns  disabled,  he  capitulated.  The  terms 
of  surrender  were  most  honorable  ;  the  soldiers  were  to 
march  out  with  the  honors  of  war  under  parole  not  to  serve 
for  eighteen  months.  Scarcely  had  the  garrison  begun  the 
march  towards  Fort  Edward  under  the  protection  of  a 
guard,  than  the  Indians,  who  had  obtained  great  quantities 
of  liquor,  fell  upon  the  unarmed  prisoners,  and  a  cruel 
massacre  followed.  A  feeble  attempt  was  made  by  the 
French  officers  to  save  the  captives,  but  without  avail.  A 
few  escaped  by  flight,  and  others  sought  protection  in  the 
camp  of  the  French. 

Northampton  Sol-     Great   coDstemation   prevailed  when  news- 
diers  among  the     of  tliis  disaster  reached  the  settlements.     In 
^^  ^^^^'  the  garrison  were  men  from  almost  every 

town  in  Hampshire  County,  and  none  knew  how  many,  if 
any,  had  escaped  the  terrible  butchery.  A  number  of 
Northampton  soldiers  were  there  and  for  a  time  it  was 
feared  that  all  of  them  had  perished.  Several  of  them 
were  among  the  captives,  but  fortunately  none  were  killed. 
In  Capt.  John  Burk's  company  from  Northfield  were  Joel 
Clapp,  Nathaniel  Day  Jr.,  Nathaniel  P.  Hay  ward,  and 
Samuel  Phelps  from  Northampton,  who  were  captured. 
John  Birge  Jr.,  and  Rufus  Brown,  also  from  this  town, 
were  members  of  the  same  company,  but  they  were  not  in 
the  capitulation. 

Great  Alarm  through-  The  Capture  of  Fort  William  Henry 
out  the  Province.  opened  the  way  for  an  advance  into  New 
York  and  Massachusetts,  and  it  caused  an 
alarm  almost  reaching  a  panic  throughout  the  province. 
Gov.  Pownal  appointed  Sir  William  Pepperell  lieutenant- 
general  of  all  the  forces  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts, 
and  ordered  him  to  Springfield  to  collect  and  forward  re- 
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inforcements  and  supplies  for  Gen.  Webh.  One  fourth  of 
tlie  soldiers  from  all  the  regiments  in  the  province,  except 
those  of  York,  Nantucket  and  Dukes,  were  ordered  to 
Springfield.  Twenty  thousand  men  responded  to  this  call, 
and  they  were  marched  hurriedly  towards  the  seat  of  war 
as  fast  as  they  could  be  organized. 

Patriotism  of  tiie       This  great  and  threatening  danger  roused 
P®°p^®-  the  patriotism  of  the  inhabitants  through- 

out the  length  and  breadth  of  Massachu- 
setts. So  eager  were  the  soldiers  to  hasten  to  the  relief  of 
their  comrades,  that  when  the  first  intelligence  of  the  in- 
vasion, accompanied  by  a  call  for  reinforcements,  was  re- 
ceived, they  marched  at  once  towards  the  scene  of  action 
without  Waiting  for  orders.  ^ 

Reinforcements  sent  Gol.  Israel  Williams,  who  was  succeeded  by 
Quickly  Forward.  Qyi_  OHver  Partridge  of  Hatfield,  took 
command  of  the  northern  Hampshire  Reg- 
iment in  active  service.  When  Gen.  Webb  received  infor- 
mation of  the  approach  of  Montcalm,  he  sent  for  rein- 
forcements, and  on  the  6""  of  August,  Gov.  Pownal  ordered 
Cols.  Williams  and  Worthington  of  Hampshire,  and  Col. 
Ruggles  of  Worcester,  to  raise  men  and  send  them  to 
Albany.  They  acted  promptly,  and  soldiers  were  on  the 
way  to  the  seat  of  war  within  four  days.  Gen.  Pepperell 
was  ordered  to  Springfield  on  the  S**"  ;  two  days  afterwards 
he  had  orders  to  forward  every  available  man  and  he  at 
once  moved  the  regiments  of  Williams,  Worthington  and 
Ruggles.  On  the  13''\  he  writes  to  Capt.  Christie,  aide  to 
Gen.  Webb,  in  substance  as  follows  :  — 

When  I  came  here,  I  found  that  Col.  Worthington,  Col.  Williams  and 
Col.  Ruggles  Regiments  were  all  marched  forward  to  relieve  Fort  Wil- 
liam Henry,  some  of  them  even  before  the  Governor  could  get  orders 
to  them  to  march,  ''snch  was  the  readiness  of  this  people  to  go  to  the 
assistance  of  the  distressed,  that  this  part  of  the  Province  seems 
almost  evacuated,  and  the  frontier  tbereof  in  the  north  in  a  most 
dangerous  situation,  the  whole  militia  within  40  or  50  miles  being 
drawn  off.  *  *  *  They  went  off  on  a  sudden  with  great  freedom  in 
great  numbers  and  thro'  great  difficulties  of  their  private  affairs." 

1  When  tlie  enemy  invested  Fort  William  Henry,  Gen.  Webb  sent  urgent  requests 
to  Massachusetts  and  New  Yorlf  for  reinforcements.  It  was  in  answer  to  this  ap- 
peal that  many  soldiers  marched  to  his  relief  without  orders  from  headquarters,  and 
before  the  capture  of  the  fort  was  known.— Gen.  Pepperell's  Report. 
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Apparently  Gen.  Pepperell  was  not  aware  that  on  the 
6"\  only  three  daj^s  after  the  investment  of  the  fort,  Gov. 
Pownal  had  ordered  the  commanders  of  the  regiments 
above  named  to  forward  troops  to  Albany  as  fast  as  possi- 
ble. It  is  probable  that  the  men  whom  he  reports  as  hav- 
ing already  gone  forward,  marched  promjjtly  under  that 
order. 

The  Mass.  Colonels     Cols.  Williams  and  Ruggles  reached  Kin- 
deoiine  to  o  b  e  y     dcrliook  with  their  forces  on  the  12*'',  and 

orders  from  New  ,  ,.  ,    t     ,        t  ■       i      /-i  tnt  r> 

Yorij  sent  a  dispatch  to  Lieut. -Gov.  DeLancey  or 

New  York  to  ascertain  the  position  of  af- 
fairs. On  the  following  day  he  replied  that  Gen.  Webb 
had  reported  that  the*Indians  and  Canadians  were  to  go  off 
from  Fort  William  Henry  that  day,  and  suggested  that 
they  join  Gen.  Webb,  and  aid  him  in  driving  the  French 
from  that  fort.  Williams  and  Ruggles  in  their  answer, 
dated  the  13"',  said  that  they  were  ordered  to  aid  the  forces 
of  Gen.  Webb,  attacked  by  the  enemy,  and  not  to  join  in 
expeditions  that  might  be  projected  at  some  future  time ; 
they  did  not  think  it  consistent  with  their  orders  to  proceed 
to  Fort  Edward,  that  place  not  being  attacked,  nor  in 
danger  of  assault.  Besides  "we  have  learnt  that  a  large 
body  of  the  enemy  have  turned  eastward  to  attack  our  own 
frontiers  ;  our  duty  is  to  march  to  their  relief. " 

Accordingly  these  regiments  began  their  retrograde 
march  at  once,  and  were  at  Sheffield  on  the  15"'.  On  the 
same  day  Gen.  Pepperell  wrote  to  Gov.  Pownal  that  no 
more  troops  need  be  sent  to  Fort  Edward,  as  the  danger 
would  be  from  Indians  on  the  frontier.  Though  the  com- 
manders of  these  regiments  fell  back,  apparently  with- 
out orders,  their  movement  was  acquiesced  in  by  their  su- 
periors, and  seems  to  have  been  the  proper  course  to 
pursue. 

A  Magazine  of  Sup-  Gov.  Powiial  took  lueasurcs  for  the  estab- 
piies  formed  at  lishmeut  of  a  magazine  of  supplies  at 
Springfield.  Springfield,   and  ordered  Gen.    Pepperell, 

in  case  the  enemy  approached  the  frontiers  in  force,  to  dis- 
mantle all  wagons  west  of  Connecticut  river  by  striking  off 
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their  wheels,  ^  to  drive  away  all  the  horses,  and  to  destroy 
all  the  supplies  that  could  not  be  removed.  But  there  was 
no  danger  of  further  invasion.  Montcalm,  deserted  by  his 
Indian  allies  after  the  massacre,  contented  himself  with 
destroying  the  fort,  first  securing  a  large  amount  of  stores 
collected  there.  In  a  short  time  he  fell  back  upon  Ticon- 
deroga  and  Crown  Point,  and  in  a  few  weeks  was  again  in 
Canada  with  a  portion  of  his  army.  The  panic  subsided 
and  the  militia  were  dismissed. 

Patriotism  in  Hamp-     News  of  tlic  iuvasiou  by  Moutcalm  and  the 
shire  County.  danger     that     threatened     Fort    William 

Henry,  stirred  the  patriotism  of  Hamp- 
shire County  to  such  a  degree  that  in  a  short  time  the 
country  was  almost  entirely  denuded  of  militia.  Every 
one  pressed  forward,  eager  to  reinforce  the  army  and  pre- 
vent the  further  advance  of  the  foe.  Between  six  hundred 
and  seven  hundred  men  responded  to  the  call  for  reinforce- 
ments from  the  county,  and  most  of  them  were  on  the 
march  before  intelligence  of  the  capitulation  and  mas- 
sacre had  been  received.  Some  of  them  went  only  to 
Springfield,  some  to  Westfield,  some  to  Sheffield,  and  some 
to  Kinderhook,  while  a  few  went  to  Fort  Edward. 

Service  of  some  of     Capt.  Bcujamiu  Day  of  Springfield,  with  a 
the  Hampshire     company  of   ovcr  ninety  men,  was   absent 
ompanies.  about  clevcu  days  and  marched  from  fifty 

to  seventy  miles.  Capt.  Stephen  Wright  of  Southampton, 
with  his  company  of  thirty-four  men,  went  to  Kinderhook. 
They  marched  in  all  one  hundred  fifty-eight  miles,  and 
were  absent  eleven  days.  Capt.  James  Merrick  of  Brim- 
field  had  about  forty  men  under  him,  who  marched  about 
one  hundred  seventy-two  miles,  and  were  gone  from  eight- 
een to  twenty-five  days.  Capt.  Samuel  Smith  of  South 
Hadley  had  upwards  of  sixty  men  in  his  company  ;  they 
marched  one  hundred  eighty  miles  in  thirteen  days.  Capt. 
Robert  Lothridge  of  Pelham,  with  about  thirty  men,  in 
fourteen  days  marched  two  hundred  miles.  Capt.  Nathan- 
iel Dwiglit  of  Belchertown,  with  nearly  forty  men,  covered 

1  By  this  order  is  intended  all  the  wagons  employed  by  the  military  ;  wagons  were 
not  then  in  such  general  use  among  the  people  as  to  warrant  such  an  indisciiminate 
order. 
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one  hundred  ninety-five  miles  in  thirteen  days.  Lieut. 
Martin  Dewey  of  Westfield  led  his  company  of  over  thirty 
men  about  one  hundred  eighty  miles  in  thirteen  days. 
Capt.  Ezra  Clap  of  Westfield  had  between  forty  and  fifty 
men,  who  were  absent  fourteen  days,  and  marched  nearly 
two  hundred  miles.  Capt.  Moses  Marsh,  of  Hadley,  with 
forty-four  men,  was  on  the  march  for  fourteen  days. 
Capt.  John  Fellows  of  Sheffield,  with  about  thirty  men, 
went  to  Fort  Edward,  marching  two  hundred  four  miles. 
Major  John  Ashley  led  another  company  of  more  than  sev- 
enty men  from  Sheffield  to  Fort  Edward,  where  they  re- 
mained eight  or  nine  days.  Capt.  Jacob  Cummins  of  Ware 
River,  with  thirty-seven  men,  went  to  Kinderhook  ;  they 
saw  fifteen  days'  service  and  marched  two  hundred  miles. 
Lieut.  David  Black  of  Blanford  was  eighteen  days  on  the 
march,  and  Capt.  Joseph  Warner  of  Hardwick  went  to 
Kinderhook.  The  officers  of  Col.  Israel  Williams'  regi- 
ment, who  marched  to  relieve  the  fort,  were  :  Col.  Israel 
Williams  and  Major  Elijah  Williams,  both  of  Deerfield, 
Major  Joseph  Hawley^  of  Northampton,  Chaplain  Timothy 
Woodbridge  of  Hatfield,  and  Adj.  Elisha  Pomeroy,  Col. 
Cad'.  Seth  Pomeroy,  Ens.  Cad'.  Noah  Strong,  and  Ens. 
Cad'.  Elisha  Strong,  all  of  Northampton.  Lieut.  Joseph 
Billings,  with  eighteen  privates  marched  to  the  relief  of 
Fort  William  Henry. 

Death  of  Lord  Howe.    With  a  chaugc  iu  the  British  ministry,  by 
Capture  of  Fort    whicli  William  Pitt  was  placed  at  the  head 

Frontenac.  <>       «•    •  t  •  c  i  •     c  i 

of  aff^airs,  new  lire  and  energy  was  mtused 
into  the  war.  Lord  Loudon  gave  place  to  Gen.  Abercrom- 
bie,  and  three  expeditions  were  planned  for  the  year  1758. 
The  first  under  Gen.  Jeft'rey  Amherst  and  James  Wolfe, 
succeeded  in  capturing  Louisburg  ;  the  second,  commanded 
by  Gen.  Abercrombie  and  Lord  Howe,  was  repulsed  in  an 

1     While  on  this  march  Major  Hawley  addressed  the  following  letter  to  his  wife, 
which  is  copied  from  the  original  in  the  Lenox  Library,  N.  Y.  :  — 

"  Sheffield,  Thursday,  Aug.  1T57. 
"  My  Dear  Cliild. 

"  1  am  well  here— came  here  last  night — have  something  of  the  difQculty 
I  used  to  have  in  hot  weather  by  riding.  We  are  proceeding  as  fast  as  we  well  can 
towards  Ft  Edward.  Uncle  Billy,  Co.  and  Elisha  are  well.  My  duty  most  sincerely  to 
Mother.     Love  to  Moses  and  Hannah. 

"  I  am  your  faithful  and  affectionate  Husband  as  long  as  God  shall  give  us  life. 

Joseph  Hawley." 
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•assault  upon  Fort  Ticonderoga,  and  Lord  Howe  was  slain  ; 
while  the  third  under  Gen.  Joseph  Forbes  and  Col.  George 
Washington,  overran  the  Ohio  valley  and  captured  Fort 
du  Quesne.  But  there  was  a  gleam  of  sunshine  for  Aber- 
crombie.  An  expedition  against  Fort  Frontenac  (Kingston) 
on  the  north  side  of  Lake  Ontario  was  entrusted  to  Col. 
Bradstreet  of  Massachusetts.  With  three  thousand  troops, 
mostly  militia,  he  speedily  took  possession  of  the  place. 
Many  pieces  of  artillery,  several  armed  vessels,  and  great 
•quantities  of  supplies  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors. 
This  was  a  valuable  acquisition,  and  its  possession  was  of 
material  significance  in  the  campaign  of  the  following  year. 
Massacluisetts  raised  seven  hundred  men  for  this  campaign, 
most  of  whom  were  under  Gen.  Abercrombie,  who  lost  in 
his  unsuccessful  attack  on  Ticonderoga  nearly  two  thou- 
sand soldiers. 

The  Hampshire        Col.   William   Williams  of  Deerfield   com- 
Regiment.  mauded  a  regiment  in  Gen.  Abercrombie's 

army.  In  it  Capt.  Elisha  Pomeroy  of  North- 
ampton had  a  company  of  about  one  hundred  men,  up- 
wards of  forty  of  whom  were  from  this  town  ;  twenty- 
seven  from  Hadley  ;  eight  from  Southampton  ;  four  from 
South  Hadley  ;  eight  from  Westfield ;  and  eight  from 
other  towns  in  the  county.  They  were  in  the  service  from 
April  fourteenth  to  December  fifth  on  the  northern  fron- 
tier. Capt.  John  Burk  of  Falltown  commanded  till  June, 
Capt.  Catlin  of  Deerfield,  from  June  to  September,  and 
Capt.  Burk  again  till  the  end  of  November. 

The  Indians  get  in    Indian   depredatious   commenced    early   in 
some  Work.  March,  but  much  less  damage  resulted  from 

them  than  usual.  Casualties  occurred  at 
Colrain,  and  at  Hinsdale,  N.  H.  Several  houses  were 
burned  and  many  cattle  slaughtered.  Fewer  raids  than 
usual  were  chronicled  for  this  year,  and  none  of  them  came 
within  the  present  limits  of  Hampshire  County. 


oen.  Amherst  Sue-     On  Ms  retum  from  the  successful  expedi- 

ceeds  Gen.  Aber-     tiou  against  Louisburg,  GcH.  Amherst  was 

made  commander-in-chief  in  place  of  Gen. 

Abercrombie,  but  the  season  was  too   far   advanced  for 
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further  operations,  and  he  went  into  winter  quarters  at 
Albany. 

The  Campaign  against     The   objective  point  of  the  campaign  of 
Canada.  J 759   ^as   the  conqucst  of   Canada.     An 

elaborate  plan  of  operations  was  adopted, 
by  which  it  was  proposed  to  concentrate  three  English 
armies  against  Montreal  and  Quebec.  One  under  Wolfe 
was  to  pass  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  second  under  Am- 
herst was  to  move  by  way  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown 
Point,  while  the  third  was  to  reduce  Niagara,  cross  Lake 
Ontario,  and  descend  upon  Montreal.  Massachusetts  put 
seven  hundred  men  in  the  field,  and  all  the  other  colonies 
made  strenuous  efforts  to  increase  the  army.  Full  fifty 
thousand  men  were  employed  in  this  campaign,  of  which 
the  colonies  furnished  one  half.  The  seizure  of  Canada 
was  still  a  favorite  undertaking  in  Western  Massachusetts, 
and  enlistments  were  not  backward.  Northampton  had 
fifty-three  soldiers  in  the  regiment  of  Col.  Israel  Williams, 
in  which  were  also  men  from  nearly  every  other  town  in 
the  county.  The  Northampton  soldiers  were  dispersed 
among  the  several  companies  :  —  twenty-two  were  in  the 
company  of  Capt.  Elijah  Smith,  and  thirty-one  in  that  of 
Col.  Israel  Williams.  ^ 

The  details  of  this  campaign,  which  resulted  in  the  par- 
tial subjugation  of  Canada,  are  too  well  known  to  require 
extended  notice.  All  the  soldiers  enlisted  or  impressed 
from  this  section  formed  part  of  the  army  of  Gen.  Am- 
herst. Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  were  abandoned  at 
his  approach,  but  his  movements  were  so  dilatory —  owing 
to  lack  of  transportation  and  supplies — that  he  failed  to 
cooperate  with  Gen.  Wolfe,  and  after  the  surrender  of 
Quebec  he  retired  to  winter  quarters.  Gen.  Prideaux  led 
the  army  for  the  reduction  of  Niagara.  He  succeeded  in 
the  enterprise,  but  lost  his  life  in  the  attack,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  command  by  Gen.  William  Johnson.  Col. 
Gage  superceded  Gen.  Johnson,  but  for  the  same  reason 
that  baffled  Gen.  Amherst,  he  failed  to  carry  his  part  of 
the  general  plan. 

1     For  Muster-rolls  see  Appendix. 
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Fall  of  Quebec.  Familial"  to  all  is  the  story  of  the  capture 
of  Quebec  by  the  gallant  Wolfe,  who  was 
killed  in  the  moment  of  victory.  He  captured  that  strong- 
hold without  the  aid  of  either  of  the  armies  designed  to 
cooperate  with  him.  News  of  the  surrender  of  Quebec 
was  received  with  the  greatest  joy  by  the  colonies,  espe- 
cially by  the  settlers  near  the  frontiers.  It  meant  to  them 
a  respite  from  the  horrors  of  Indian  warfare,  and  it  meant 
to  all  sections  relief  from  military  guardianship,  and  an 
end  to  the  weary  scout,  the  fatiguing  march,  and  the  fear 
of  starvation.  But  the  war  was  by  no  means  finished. 
Montreal  still  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  and 
another  campaign  was  required  to  complete  the  victory. 

Capture  of  St.      One  of  the  most  memorable  exploits  of  the 
Francis.  year  was  the  capture  and  destruction  of  St. 

Francis  by  Major  Rogers.  He  was  a  noted 
ranger,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  whose  many  brilliant 
and  successful  encounters  with  the  enemy  enlivened  every 
campaign.  One  of  his  many  daring  deeds  was  narrated  by 
Col.  Pomeroy.  When  an  enterprise  requiring  courage, 
resource,  dash  and  ability  was  to  be  undertaken,  Rogers 
was  usually  chosen  as  its  leader.  Though  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  Point  had  fallen,  St.  Francis,  a  noted  headquarters 
of  the  Indians,  still  remained  in  possession  of  the  enemy. 
It  was  one  of  the  important  points  from  which  marauding 
parties  were  sent  out  to  annoy  the  English  settlements, 
being  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Francis  River,  be- 
tween Montreal  and  Quebec,  and  it  contained  a  large 
amount  of  stores  and  plunder.  Major  Rogers  was  ordered 
Avith  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  men  to  attack  the  place. 
The  story  of  this  adventure  is  told  at  length  in  *'Hoyt"s' 
Indian  Wars."  Suffice  it  to  say  that  he  accomplished  his 
object,  surprising  and  completely  destroying  the  village. 
After  enduring  great  hardships,  failing  to  connect  with  the 
party  sent  to  his  relief,  and  having  been  compelled  to  live 
many  days  on  nuts  and  lily  roots,  he  finally  reached  Crown 
Point,  having  lost  in  the  expedition  forty-six  men. 

Last  of  the  Indian      While  tliese  Operations  were  in  progress, 
^»><^s-  Indian  depredations  almost  entirely  ceased. 

The   family  of  Joseph  Willard   was  cap- 
tured at  Charlestown  and  carried  to  Montreal,  but  the  last 
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appearance  of  the  savages  was  at  Colrain,  where  a  party  of 
ten  or  twelve  of  them  captured  Joseph  McKoun,  wife  and 
chikl,  Mrs.  McKoun  was  killed  after  marching  a  short 
distance,  and  her  husband  and  child  were  taken  to  Canada. 
Most  of  the  militia  had  been  drawn  off  for  the  army  ope- 
rating in  Canada,  and  when  news  of  this  outrage  reached 
Northampton,  Major  Hawley  with  a  company  went  imme- 
diately in  pursuit  of  the  Indians.  When  he  reached 
Greenfield,  finding  that  the  enemy  had  disappeared,  and 
deeming  further  yjursuit  useless,  he  returned  to  North- 
ampton. 

Frontier  Posts.  The  frontier  posts  Were  under  the  command 
of  Capt.  John  Burk  from  December  1758  to 
February  8,  1759  ;  of  Capt.  Hawks  from  February  9  to 
April  30,  1759  ;  and  of  Capt.  Samuel  Wells  from  May  1  to 
October  8.  One  hundred  twenty  men,  most  of  them  in- 
habitants of  the  Hampshire  towns,  were  employed  in  garri- 
son duty. 

Montreal  Captured.  For  the  reductiou  of  Montreal  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  three  armies  were  employed, 
and  so  carefully  had  their  movements  been  concerted  that 
they  met  before  the  city  within  two  days  of  the  time  fixed 
upon  for  their  junction.  Gen.  Amherst  commanded  the 
main  body,  and  with  ten  thousand  men  passed  up  the  Mo- 
hawk to  Oswego,  and  after  capturing  the  posts  along  the 
St.  Lawrence,  descended  that  river  to  Montreal.  He 
arrived  there  on  the  10'''  of  August,  where  he  found  Gen. 
Murray  from  Quebec,  who  reached  that  point  the  same 
day.  Within  twenty-four  hours  Col.  Haviland,  who  with 
a  smaller  force  had  been  in  service  on  Lake  Champlain, 
joined  the  combined  army,  and  the  siege  began.  It  termi- 
nated on  the  8^''  of  September,  when  the  Province  of  Can- 
ada passed  into  possession  of  the  British. 

Attempt  to  Recap-      In  the  spriug  M.  de  Levi,  who  succeeded  to 
ture  Quebec.  ^]^^^Q  command  on  the  death  of  Montcalm  at 

Quebec,  attempted  to  re-take  the  city. 
Gen.  Murray  marched  out  and  gave  battle,  but  was  de- 
feated and  driven  back  into  the  city.     The  French  General 
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then  laid  regular  siege  to  the  place,  but  before  anything 
decisive  occurred,  an  English  fleet  arrived,  and  the  besieg- 
ers speedily  withdrew. 

Soldiers  for  Canada.  For  the  "  total  roductiou  of  Canada  "  many 
men  enlisted  in  Hampshire  County  and 
some  were  impressed,  but  it  is  not  certain  that  any  of  them 
participated  in  the  closing  scenes  of  the  war.  Fewer 
names  than  usual  from  Northampton  are  found  upon  the 
muster-rolls  for  1760.  They  were  undoubtedly  employed 
in  garrison  duty.  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy  had  command  of  the 
frontier  forts  from  April  IG"'  to  June  30'''.  He  had  fifty- 
six  men  under  him,  and  they  were  distributed  at  Colrain, 
Charlemont,  West  Hoosack,  and  Fort  Massachusetts.  Sev- 
eral companies  from  this  county  were  in  service  during  the 
year.  Those  who  enlisted  for  the  "  total  reduction  of  Can- 
ada ''  received  $10  each  in  cash,  and  £6  in  Treasury  notes ; 
those  who  recruited  them  were  paid  3s.  for  each  man.  ^ 

Peace  Declared.  While  the  couqucst  of  Canada  completed 
by  the  surrender  of  Montreal  virtually 
ended  the  war,  peace  was  not  declared  till  1763.  No  further 
fighting  occurred,  though  there  were  several  companies 
from  Hampshire  County  in  the  service  on  the  frontiers 
during  the  years  1761  and  1763.  Few  names  from  North- 
ampton are  found  upon  the  muster-rolls. 

1    For  list  of  soldiers  in  the  seven  years  war,  see  Appendix. 
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FIRST   SCHOOL-COMMITTEE — NEW   COURT-HOUSE. 

War  not  Recognized    DuRiNG    thesG    seveii    years    of    aiixiety, 
by  the  Town.  alarm,  and  bloodshed,  town  affairs  moved 

forward  with  their  usual  serenity  and  har- 
mony. Not  an  entry  on  the  records  gives  the  shadow  of 
an  intimation  that  a  sanguinary  conflict  was  raging,  or 
that  at  any  time  there  was  the  least  danger  of  an  invasion. 
By  no  vote  was  the  critical  condition  of  the  country  in  any 
way  recognized.  The  enlistment  and  impressment  of  sol- 
diers was  constantly  in  progress,  and  the  young  men  of 
the  town  were  marching  in  scores  to  the  seat  of  war. 
Some  of  the  companies  were  composed  almost  entirely  of 
citizens  of  Northampton,  and  many  from  that  town  were 
members  of  different  organizations  scattered  throughout 
the  county.  Several  Northampton  soldiers  were  killed, 
and  many  wounded.  Not  a  few  during  the  almost  contin- 
uous movements  of  the  troops  were  billeted  here  at  consid- 
erable expense  to  individuals,  if  not  to  the  town  ;  yet  no 
municipal  action  seems  to  have  been  deemed  necessary. 
It  is  true  that  none  of  the  Indian  raiders  penetrated  the 
town,  though  its  citizens  were  frequently  called  upon  to 
guard  the  neighboring  settlements.  Even  when  nearly  all 
the  militia  had  been  called  away  to  repel  threatened  inva- 
sion, when  none  knew  how  soon  the  dread  French  and  In- 
dians would  overrun  the  country,  such  matters  as  the  fol- 
lowing engaged  the  attention  at  town-meetings  :  —  the  re- 
moval of  pigsties  from  the  town  lands,  the  building  of 
horse  sheds,  the  changing  of  pews  in  the  meeting-house,  or 
the  use  of  the  school-house  on  Sunday  noons.  If  meetings 
were  held  to  consult  upon  military  matters,  no  records  of 
them  have  come  to  light. 

30  0 
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Fines  for  Refusing      Stringent  regulations  were   from   time  to 
Town  Offices.  time  adopted  in  reference  to  the  service  of 

individuals  chosen  to  fill  town  offices.  The 
colony  laws  prescribed  the  amount  of  fine  to  be  collected 
from  those  ])ersons  who  refused  to  accept  office  when  elected, 
and  theoretically  no  man  was  permitted  to  shirk  his  official 
duties  without  paying  the  penalty.  Five  pounds  was  the 
legal  price  that  was  required  to  release  a  man  from  under- 
taking the  duties  of  constable,  but  notwithstanding  this 
heavy  fine  it  was  not  always  an  easy  matter  to  find  capable 
men  willing  to  serve  in  that  capacity.  While  cases  are  not 
rare  in  which  the  treasury  was  enriched  through  such 
declinations,  many  refusals  to  serve  were  condoned  with- 
out enforcing  the  penalty,  and  in  a  few  instances  the  courts 
of  law  were  resorted  to  in  order  to  compel  the  payment  of 
these  fines.  For  many  years  the  compensation  paid  to  con- 
stables was  20s.  per  year.  In  1741,  the  constables  "  in  the 
body  of  the  town  "  were  paid  £4,  in  bills  of  credit,  and  in 
the  new  town  40s.  This  law  continued  in  force  till  1746, 
when  it  was  repealed,  and  the  compensation  fixed  at  each 
annual  meeting.  After  that  date  the  usual  amount  paid 
was  20s. 

The  Penalty  Enforced.  A  marked  iustauce  of  enforcing  the  pen- 
alty for  refusing  to  serve  as  constable  oc- 
curred in  1754.  At  the  annual  March  meeting  Cornet  John 
Hunt  was  chosen  to  that  office.  Immediately,  before  Cor- 
net Hunt  had  opportunity  either  to  accept  or  decline,  Lieut. 
Caleb  Strong  (father  of  Gov.  Caleb)  moved  that  the  town 
should  "determine  what  sum  they  would  accept  of  any 
person  chosen  to  the  office  of  constable  in  lieu  of  serving 
in  that  office,"  and  it  was  voted  to  "excuse  the  person 
chosen,  if  he  would  pay  down  the  sum  of  £3  lawf«ul  money, 
to  be  disposed  of  to  the  use  of  the  poor."  Evidently  this 
action  on  the  part  of  Lieut.  Strong  was  considered  as  a 
thrust  at  Cornet  Hunt,  and  his  friends  retaliated  by  elect- 
ing Lieut.  Strong  constable.  In  the  afternoon,  permission 
having  been  granted  him  to  consider  the  matter  till  that 
time,  Lieut.  Strong  declined  to  serve,  "but,"  the  record 
reads,  "he  did  not  pay  down  the  £3  lawful  money  or  any 
part  of  it,  nor  the  sum  of  £5,  the  penalty  in  the  law  (in 
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such,  cases  provided)  to  be  paid  by  persons  refusing  to 
serve  in  the  constable's  office,  or  any  part  of  it," 

Having  heard  the  decision  of  Lieut.  Strong,  the  town 
forthwith  turned  its  attention  to  the  other  constable  elect  r 
"  Then  Cornet  John  Hunt  being  present  at  said  meeting, 
the  town  put  the  question  to  him  whether  he  would  serve 
in  the  office  of  constable  of  the  town  of  Northampton  for 
the  ensuing  year  to  which  he  had  been  chosen,  &  he  de- 
clared he  would  not  accept  said  office  nor  serve  the  town 
therein.  The  town  then  made  choice  of  Joseph  Hawley 
Esq. ,  for  their  agent  to  prosecute  Lieut.  Caleb  Strong,  Cor- 
net John  Hunt  in  manner  as  the  law  directs  for  the  pen- 
alty each  of  them  had  incurred  by  refusing  to  serve  as  con- 
stables this  year  and  which  they  ought  to  pay  by  the  law 
of  this  Government  in  such  cases  provided,  to  the  use  of 
the  poor  of  the  town  of  Northampton." 

Major  Hawley  brought  the  case  of  Lieut.  Strong  before 
the  County  Court  and  a  summons  was  issued  for  his  ap- 
pearance before  it,  but  no  further  record  of  the  case  has 
been  found.  Apparently  Lieut.  Strong  was  let  off  with  the 
payment  of  the  fine  of  £3,  as  there  is  no  indication  of  any 
subsequent  action  in  the  case.  Cornet  Hunt  seems  to  have 
escaped  without  prosecution. 

More  Difficulty  Still  further  trouble  in  reference  to  con- 
about  Constables,  gtablcs  occurrcd  the  following  year  ;  several 
persons  nominated  for  that  office  could  not 
be  elected.  At  last  Ebenezer  Clark  Jr.  and  John  Baker 
Jr.,  not  being  liable  to  serve,  having  held  the  office  within 
seven  years,  proposed  to  accept  the  position  for  40s.  each, 
and  they  were  chosen  on  that  condition. 

A  New  School-House     The   questioii   of    erecting  a  new   school- 
^^*^'-  house  in  the  center  of  the  town  had  been  a 

long  time  in  agitation.  Five  years  had 
elapsed  since  the  town  had  decided  to  build  one,  but  it 
soon  after  rescinded  that  order.  Its  need  became  more  and 
more  apparent  as  time  slipped  by,  and  in  1755,  at  the  March 
meeting,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.  They  advised  that  a  school-house  should  be  built 
"  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  grammar  school  and 
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the  writin.a:  uiul  reading  scholars  in  all  seasons  of  the 
year."  In  May  tlie  town  voted  to  build  a  school-honse  of 
brick,  36  by  18  feet.  It  was  to  be  placed  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  old  school-house,  which  was  to  be  disposed  of,  and  the 
proceeds  appropriated  towards  the  expense  of  the  new  one. 
An  account  of  the  committee  having  charge  of  the  work, 
is  on  file  among  the  documents  of  the  year  1755,  which 
shows  an  expenditure  of  ^^84.10.05. 

"  Shepherd's  Island."  The  Island  in  Connecticut  River,  formerly 
known  as  "  Stoddard's  Island"  and  later  as 
"  Shepherd's  Island,"  was  first  brought  into  notice  in  1754, 
when  Gideon  Lyman  of  Northampton  petitioned  the  Gen- 
eral Court  for  liberty  to  purchase  the  property.  He  states 
that  there  is  an  island  belonging  to  the  Province  between 
Fort  Meadow  in  Hadley  and  Old  Rainbow  in  Northamp- 
ton, containing  "as  he  judges"  six  or  seven  acres,  "where- 
on the  brush  begins  to  grow,  and  has  been  gathering  about 
30  years,"  and  prays  that  a  committee  may  be  chosen  to 
sell  the  same  to  him.  In  April,  John  Worthington  and 
Oliver  Partridge  were  appointed  to  sell  the  Island  "  for  the 
most  it  will  bring."  Nothing  seems  to  have  been  accom- 
plished under  this  vote,  and  Gideon  Lyman,  though  he 
owned  land  in  Old  Rainbow,  opposite  the  Island,  failed  to 
make  the  purchase. 

The  Island  a  Bone  This  Island,  as  the  petition  of  Lyman 
of  Contention.  sliows,  had  been  many  years  accumulating. 
For  a  long  time  it  was  nothing  but  sand, 
upon  which  a  few  bushes  began  to  grow.  By  degrees  it 
became  covered  with  soil,  and  grass  appeared.  It  was 
then  claimed  by  both  Northampton  and  Hadley.  Farmers 
from  both  towns  claimed  the  crop,  and  one  j^ear  it  was 
mowed  by  a  man  from  Hadley,  named  Brooks,  but  the  hay 
was  carried  off  by  Nathaniel  Day  of  this  town.  In  order 
to  settle  the  ownership,  the  General  Court,  in  1770,  ap- 
pointed John  Worthington,  Joseph  Hawley,  and  Elisha 
Porter,  a  committee  to  sell  the  property.  It  consisted  at 
that  time,  "of  three  or  four  acres  of  good  improved  land 
and  about  as  much  more  that  is  likely  to  become  fit  for 
improvement  in  a  short  time."     They  sold  it  at  "  public 
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vendue,"  and  it  was  purchased  by  Solomon  Stoddard  for 
"  £100  lawful  money."  In  a  short  time  he  sold  one  half  of 
it  to  Noah  Edwards,  "Stoddard's  Island"  continued  to 
increase,  and  in  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  seven  or  eight 
acres  were  mowed. 

The  Purchase  Money    The  uext  year,  a  Committee  from  several 
Disbursed.  towus  in  the  couuty  petitioned  the  Legis- 

lature, asking  that  the  money  paid  for  the 
Island  should  be  granted  to  the  county  to  aid  in  building 
and  maintaining  bridges.  They  say  that  this  "  Island  has 
arisen  in  the  river  within  the  memory  of  man  and  so  the 
increase  of  the  estate  of  the  province  has  grown  out  of  the 
loss  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  county."  Their  petition 
was  granted,  and  the  county  used  the  money  for  the  erec- 
tion and  support  of  a  bridge  over  Ware  River. 

Levi  Shepherd  buys      In   1803,   Levi  Shepherd  Jr.,  bought  the 

the  Island.  Island  of  Mr.  Stoddard  and  Eli  and  Vester 

Edwards,    for   $1200,    and   sold    it  to  his 

father.      Since    that  transaction   it   has    been    known  as 

"  Shepherd's  Island." 

Town  Action  in      In  Juue,  1756,  the  town  refused  to  hire  any 
1756  and  1757.  "^^^^  a  Grammar  schoolmaster,  and  ordered 

the  selectmen  to  "  Direct  the  Schoolmaster 
that  he  Spend  no  more  Time  with  y''  Latin  Scholars  than 
their  Equal  proportion  with  other  Scholars."  The  school- 
master was  evidently  a  believer  in  classical  education,  and 
took  great  delight  in  imparting  his  knowledge.  —  Dr. 
Mather  sought  permission  to  build  a  pew  in  the  meeting- 
house, on  the  women's  side  of  the  broad  alley,  at  the  end 
of  the  body  seats,  but  the  people  were  unwilling  to  sanc- 
tion any  encroachments  upon  that  portion  of  the  house, 
and  the  request  was  denied.  —  The  meeting-house  had  now 
been  built  about  twenty  years,  and  was  in  need  of  substan- 
tial repairs.  Accordingly  it  was  ordered  that  the  needed 
improvements  should  be  made,  and  a  window  put  into  the 
southwest  gable  of  the  house. — In  May  an  order  was  passed 
to  build  a  bridge  over  Mill  River  at  "Welch  End,"  pro- 
vided the  owners  of  the  upper  mill  would  provide  plank. 
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As  the  main  use  of  the  bridge  wonkl  be  for  the  purpose  of 
reaching  the  mill,  it  was  considered  proper  that  the  pro- 
prietors thereof  should  bear  a  portion  of  the  expense. 
Thes'",  however,  apparently  demurred,  and  in  December  the 
vote  was  rescinded. — Ensign  Josiah  Clark  and  Josiah  Clark 
Jr.  were  occupying  a  portion  of  the  highway  with  pig- 
sties, and  they  were  reminded  of  the  trespass,  and  warned 
that  they  could  only  continue  them  there  "  during  the 
town's  pleasure  and  no  longer." — Dea.  Sheldon  was  given 
permission  to  build  a  horse  shed  on  town  land  near  the 
meeting-house,  and  also  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  seats 
in  his  pew  in  the  meeting-house,  so  that  he  "  may  more  di- 
rectly face  the  pulpit,  provided  that  he  restore  the  pew  to 
its  former  state  at  his  own  cost,  when  he  left  it,  if  the  town 
so  voted." 

School-House  not  to  People  who  lived  at  a  distance  from  the 
be  used  for  a  "  Noon  meetiug-house,  Were  often,  especially  in 
the  winter  months,  much  inconvenienced 
on  Sundays  for  want  of  a  place  in  which  to  warm  them- 
selves after  their  long  and  cold  ride  from  home  before 
meeting  commencad,  as  well  as  a  place  in  which  to  spend 
the  intermission  between  services.  Soon  after  the  new 
school-house  was  finished,  Samuel  Janes,  and  other  farmers 
residing  at  Pascommuck,  asked  permission  to  use  that 
building  "  before  and  Between  meetings  as  a  place  of  Shel- 
ter and  Retirement."  It  would  have  made  a  very  com- 
fortable "noon  house,"  but  the  town  refused  to  permit  the 
school-house  to  be  opened  on  Sunday  for  any  such  purpose. 
So  the  Pascommuck  people  were  obliged  to  quarter  them- 
selves upon  their  acquaintances  on  Sunday,  or  rest  and  re- 
fresh themselves  literally  under  the  shadow  of  the  pulpit.  * 

1  People  who  came  from  distant  parts  of  the  town  needed  some  other  place  than 
the  meetinfj-house  steps  in  which  to  pass  the  time  between  sermons.  In  some  towns 
"  noon  houses  "  were  built  by  individuals,  nearly  always  on  land  near  the  meeting- 
house. Most  of  them  had  two  rooms,  one  for  each  sex,  with  fireplaces.  Such  houses 
were  in  use  in  Southampton  and  Westhampton,  but  none  seems  to  have  been  built 
here.  One  family  in  Northampton,  hired  a  room  near  the  meeting-house  for  their 
especial  use  on  Sunday. 
20 
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School-Committee  For  oiiG  liuiidred  fivG  years  since  the  settle- 
Appointed,  ment  of  the  town,  the  schools,  as  well  as 
all  other  municipal  business,  had  been  under 
the  general  supervision  of  the  Selectmen.  But  with  the 
increase  of  scholars,  and  the  advance  in  methods  and 
studies,  the  educational  interests  of  the  town  demanded  a 
closer  attention,  and  more  careful  consideration  than  the 
townsmen  with  all  their  other  duties  were  able  to  give 
them.  Consequently  on  the  2*^  of  January,  1759,  the  first 
School-Committee  was  appointed.  It  consisted  of  six  per- 
sons, who,  together  with  the  Selectmen,  were  to  have  juris- 
diction over  all  the  schools  in  town.  Though  it  was  not 
then  termed  a  School-Committee,  its  duties  were  such  as 
have  since  devolved  upon  that  body.  For  this  purpose  the- 
following  named  persons  were  selected  :  —  Isaac  Parsons, 
Ebenezer  Clark  Jr.,  Lieut.  Aaron  Wright,  Nathaniel 
Phelps,  Ens.  Jonathan  Strong,  and  Capt.  James  Lyman. 
They  were  instructed 

"  to  join  the  Selectmen  to  Consider  how  many  Schools  it  should  be 
necessar}'  &  profitable  for  this  Town  to  keep  from  this  Time  till  next 
ploughing  Time  for  the  Instruction  and  Education  of  y"  boys  of  this 
Town  both  in  Grammar  learning  and  to  read  &  Write,  and  Impowered 
s"*  com^"^"  together  with  y"  Selectmen  to  determine  y"  same  in  behalf  of 
y^  Town  and  to  procure  Suitable  persons  to  Keep  and  Teach  such 
Schools  and  to  Take  up  Such  house  or  houses  besides  the  School  house- 
as  Shall  be  needed  for  that  purpose.  To  agree  [upon]  the  Sums  to  be 
given  Such  Teachers  or  Masters.  To  assign  the  number  of  Boys  to 
Each  School  that  at  present  ai-e  kept  or  that  they  Shall  Judge  proper  to 
Set  up  and  to  determine  and  order  of  what  Sort  they  Shall  be  :  To  wit, 
wether  Grammar  Scholars  or  readers  or  "Writers  which  Shall  be  admit- 
ted to  and  Taught  in  Each  School  respectively." 

The  assessors  were  ordered  to  raise  such  sums  of  money 
as  might  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses.  Ten  pounds 
were  also  granted  for  "  the  instruction  of  boys  living  at  y*" 
farms  and  remote  parts  of  Northampton."  Unlimited 
power  relating  to  schools  was  by  this  vote  delegated  to  this 
committee.  They  were  empowered  to  control  the  schools, 
to  hire  teachers,  provide  school-rooms,  and  were  authorized 
to  expend  whatever  money  was  needed  for  school  purposes^ 
without  restriction. 
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The  School-Commit-  In  January  of  the  following  year,  at  a 
tee  Instructed.  Special  towH-meeting,  another  school-com- 
mittee was  appointed.  It  was  composed  of 
the  selectmen  and  four  (instead  of  six)  other  persons.  This 
committee  was  instructed  to  consider  the  necessity  of  "  set- 
ting up  one  or  more  English  schools  in  addition  to  those 
already  kept "  either  in  the  town  school-house  or  some 
other  building,  and  to  supply  the  schools  with  wood  forth- 
with. It  is  not  certain  that  the  committee  increased  the 
number  of  schools  under  this  vote,  as  no  payments  were 
made  for  teaching  to  any  other  persons  than  Titus  and 
Eleazar  King.  An  extra  school,  however,  seems  to  have 
been  kept  about  this  time  in  the  "  old  Bela  Strong  house," 
situated  at  the  westerly  corner  of  Main  and  South  Streets. 

Meeting-House  Re-     During  the  moutli  of  December,  1759,  the 
pairs  under  Ad-     subject  of  repairing  the  meeting-house  was 

visement.  '.  ,  , .         '^      .  __  ,  . 

again  under  discussion.  More  extensive 
repairs  thereon  than  had  been  anticipated  were  found  to  be 
necessary,  and  no  action  was  taken  under  the  vote  of  three 
years  previous.  Quite  extensive  changes  were  in  contem- 
plation. Among  them  were  an  addition  to  the  northwest- 
erly side  of  the  building,  constructing  porches  over  the 
southeasterly  and  southwesterly  doors,  moving  one  flight  of 
the  gallery  stairs  into  the  belfry  and  another  into  one  of 
the  porches,  and  making  some  new  pews.  The  timbers 
also  needed  strengthening,  and  other  repairs  were  impera- 
tive. A  committee,  appointed  to  consider  the  question, 
made  a  very  unsatisfactory  report  and  the  town  voted  to 
send  for  Master  Langdon  of  Springfield,  an  old  and  expe- 
rienced carpenter,  who  was  to  examine  the  building  and 
"give  his  best  advice  concerning  the  strengthening  and  se- 
curing the  Meeting  House."  His  suggestions  were  acted 
on  to  some  extent,  but  it  is  evident  that  little  was  done  be- 
yond mending  and  patching,  as  the  only  account  upon  the 
treasurer's  book,  during  that  year,  is  an  item  of  £5.12.11^ 
paid  to  joiners  for  work  upon  the  meeting-house.  No 
porches  were  built  at  this  time,  nor  were  any  new  pews 
added. 

Repairs  were  also  required  upon  the  Court-House,  owned 
and   occupied   jointly   by   the   town  and   county,  but  the 
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town,  tlioiigli  requested  by  tlie  county  to  make  tliem,  re- 
fused an  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

Vote  to  Procure  a     One  reasou  for  this  economy  of  the  town 
New  Bell.  fuuds  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  a  new 

bell  seemed  to  be  an  absolute  necessity. 
For  seventy-eight  years  the  old  one  had  been  on  duty,  and 
it  was  no  longer  powerful  enough  to  be  heard  throughout 
the  central  portion  of  the  settlement.  In  March,  1760,  the 
town  voted  to  procure  a  new  bell,  as  soon  as  convenient, 
"  to  hang  in  the  Meeting  House  in  the  Town  of  so  large  a 
size  as  shall  effectually  serve  and  answer  the  ends  &  pur- 
pose of  a  Meeting  House  bell  to  this  Town  &  Society." 
The  matter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  with 
power  to  act.  In  June  of  the  following  year  a  "  Great 
Bell,"  which  weighed  7  cwt.  3  qrs.  15  lbs.  was  shipped 
from  Boston  on  board  the  sloop  Nancy.  It  was  im- 
ported from  England  and  cost  in  that  country  £6  ster- 
ling per  cwt.  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy  and  Timothy  Dwight 
negotiated  the  purchase  through  Joseph  Scott,  in  Boston, 
whose  bill  for  everything  connected  with  the  bell,  includ- 
ing customs  fees,  freight,  insurance,  wharfage,  etc.,  was 
£63. 13.7  sterling.  On  this  he  charged  a  commission  of  5  per 
cent.,  amounting  to  £3.3.8.  To  this  sum  of  £66.17.3  it  was 
necessary  to  add  33^  per  cent,  in  order  to  find  its  equivalent 
in  lawful  money,  which  brought  the  amount  up  to  £89.3. 
A  small  additional  charge  for  wharfage  and  truckage  in 
Boston,  made  the  cost  of  the  bell  in  lawful  money,  when 
shipped  on  board  the  sloop,  £89.9.8.  The  bell  was  to  be 
delivered  either  at  Hartford  or  Rocky  Hill,  and  the  freight 
was  £1.13.4.1  Within  a  year,  probably  on  account  of  over- 
zealous  ringing  by  irresponsible  persons,  and  possibly  also 
because  of  incomplete  machinery,  the  bell  was  broken.  In 
August,  1761,  the  town  was  called  together  to  decide  about 
replacing  it,  as  well  as  about  "prosecuting  those  persons 
who  were  instrumental  in  breaking  it."  An  order  was 
adopted  which  provided  for  sending  the  bell  to  the  founder 
at  Fairfield,  to  be  recast  or  mended.     If  it  should  be  recast 

1    Similar  bells  were  in  use  in  the  towns  of  Hatfield,  Springfield  and  Loupmeadow. 
All  of  them  were  cast  in.England  and  had  this  inscription:  — 
"  To  the  church,  the  living  I  call, 
To  the  grave  I  summon  all." 
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the  committee  was  authorized  to  receive  subscriptions 
towards  enlargin,<^  it,  and  to  increase  its  weight  to  the 
amount  of  the  subscriptions  received,  provided  it  did  not 
exceed  1000  lbs.  Repairs  on  the  bell,  whether  it  was 
mended  or  recast  is  not  known,  cost  £21.  It  was  received 
in  December,  1761,  and  an  order  was  adopted  requiring  it 
to  be  hung  so  as  to  "  effect  a  more  easy  ringing,"  as  well  as 
a  more  "effectual  striking  of  the  clock  to  serve  the  pur- 
pose of  a  bell  and  clock  for  the  town." 

The  Old  Bell  Sold.  Soutliamptou  made  a  proposition  to  pur- 
chase the  old  bell,  and  in  1763,  a  special 
meeting  was  called  to  decide  the  matter.  This  meeting 
was  held  in  July,  and  the  town  voted  not  to  sell,  but  after- 
wards reconsidered  that  vote  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
dispose  of  it  to  the  best  advantage.  It  has  been  generally 
understood  that  the  old  bell  was  sold  to  Southampton,  but 
the  town  records  contain  no  further  allusion  to  the  subject. 

Small  Pox.  This  dread  disease,  which  may  have  been 

the  occasion  of  the  great  mortality  among 
the  Indian  tribes  of  Massachusetts,  shortly  before  the  arri- 
val of  the  whites,  had  since  been  little  known  in  the  inter 
rior,  and  did  not  prevail  in  the  inland  towns  to  any  great 
extent  till  the  latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The 
disease  had.  however,  according  to  Dr.  Douglass,  "  been 
epidemical  in  Bo.ston  eight  times,"  previous  to  1752,  caus- 
ing the  death  of  many  persons.  Apparently  no  one  had 
died  of  it  in  Northampton  before  that  date.  It  was  prob- 
ably introduced  into  this  section  from  the  army,  a  number 
of  soldiers  having  died  from  it  in  Westfield  and  Brookfield 
during  the  year  1761.  About  this  time  a  sort  of  hospital 
for  inoculated  small  pox^   was  established  in  Springfield, 

1  Inoculation  which  liad  been  practiced  in  Europe  nearly  half  a  century,  where  it 
was  bitterly  opposed  by  physicians  and  was  vnry  unpopular  among  the  common  peo- 
ple, was  introduced  into  this  country  in  1720.  The  clerfry  generally  defended  the 
practice.  Tn  November,  1721,  Dr,  Increase  Mather  wrote  that  the  practice  had  been 
introdiiced  in  England,  where  some  judicious  magistrates  aud  ministers  approved  of 
it.  Among  the  ministers  in  New  England  who  favored  it  were  Dr.  Mather  himself, 
who  had  preached  (jver  sixty  years,  and  his  son.  "Also  we  hear,"  he  writes,  "that 
the  Rev.  and  learned  Mr.  Solomon  Stoddard  of  Northampton  concurs  with  us;  also 
Mr.  Wise  of  Ipswich  &  many  of  our  younger  divines.  But  few  profane  persons  ap- 
prove or  defend  inoculation.  Thi.s  to  me  is  a  weighty  consideration.  There  are 
worthy  persons  against  inoculation,  l)ut  the  known  children  of  the  wicked  are  gen- 
erally flerce  enemies  to  inoculation."  Its  opponents  called  inoculation  the  work  of 
the  devil. 
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and  among  its  patients  were  Caleb  Strong  Jr.  (afterwards 
Governor,  then  sixteen  years  old),  of  ISTortliampton,  and 
Elislia  Porter  of  Hadley.  Cases  of  this  nature  as  well  as 
of  other  contagious  diseases,  were  treated  in  a  house  owned 
by  Increase  Clark,  situated  probably  on  Pancake  Plain, 
Some  apprehension  concerning  this  dread  disease  doubtless 
prevailed  here,  but  the  town  refused  to  order  the  building 
of  a  pest-house.  Existing  arrangements  were  deemed  suf- 
ficient. 

Old  House  of  Cor-     In  Marcli,  1760,  the  town  voted  to  sell  to 
rection  Sold.  Ithamar  strong  the  land  "  that  has  so  long- 

been  enclosed  for  the  old  house  of  correc- 
tion," The  prison-house  on  this  land,  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  South  Streets,  built  in  1707,  was  sold  for  56s. 
Very  probably  this  old  building  was  considerably  out  of 
repair,  and  was  of  little  use  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  constructed.  It  was  never  very  secure,  but  seems  to 
have  answered  its  purpose  passably  well  for  about  half  a 
century,  A  new  jail  was  built  on  Pleasant  Street,  in  1773, 
and  for  thirteen  years  there  seems  to  have  been  no  place 
nearer  than  Springfield  for  the  detention  of  criminals. 

Various  Town  Mat-  Ouce  uiorc  tlic  tliievisli  crow  comes  to  the 
ters  acted  upon.  front,  and  again  a  price  is  put  upon  his 
head.  For  every  fledged  crow  killed  be- 
tween the  middle  of  April  and  the  middle  of  June,  a  pre- 
mium of  Is.  was  offered  and  4d.  for  all  unfledged. — That 
the  gallery  stairs  had  not  been  removed,  as  had  been  con- 
templated, is  evident  from  the  fact  that  children  were  pro- 
hibited from  sitting  on  them  on  Sunday,  above  the  first 
broad  stair  from  the  floor, — An  inquiry  was  instituted  con- 
cerning the  cost  of  a  fire-engine,  but  no  machine  of  that 
kind  was  purchased  for  thirty  years,  —  All  the  millers  in 
town  were  required  to  conform  to  the  laws  respecting  tolls, 
and  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pascommuck  for  an 
appropriation  to  pay  for  preaching  in  that  village  was 
denied. 
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Indicted  for  a  Defect-     In  January,  1761,  the  town  was  indicted 
ive  Highway.  for  a  defective  highway  between  North- 

ampton and  the  Hatfield  meeting-house. 
It  was  voted  to  defend  the  suit,  and  Joseph  Hawley  and 
Benjamin  Parsons  were  chosen  agents.  The  vote  to  con- 
test was  re-affirmed  in  March.  In  May  the  case  was  tried 
iDefore  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  at  Springfield,  a  ver- 
dict rendered  agaiust  the  town,  and  a  fine  of  £4  imposed. 
Mr.  Hawley  carried  the  case  on  appeal  to  the  Superior 
Court,  and  at  the  September  term,  the  former  verdict  was 
set  aside,  the  indictment  being  quashed  as  insufficient.  In 
the  meantime,  it  is  presumed  that  the  highway  had  been 
repaired.     Major  Hawley  received  £2  for  his  services. 

Division  of  Hamp-  The  County  of  Hampshire  was  first  divided 
shire  County.  in  1761.  On  petition  of  William  Williams 
and  others,  the  General  Court  sliced  ofi:  the 
westerly  portion  of  it,  and  formed  Berkshire  County. 
Named  in  the  act  establishing  the  county  were  four  incor- 
porated towns  and  six  plantations,  and  the  petitioners  rep- 
resented that  the  inhabitants  of  some  of  them  were  com- 
pelled to  travel  fifty  miles  to  attend  courts  at  Springfield 
and  Northampton.  The  question  was  brought  before  the 
town  at  the  March  meeting  in  1761,  to  see,  as  expressed  in 
the  warrant,  "whether  the  town  had  any  objections"  to 
offer  to  the  movement.  No  opposition  manifested  itself, 
but  by  way  of  precaution  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to 
take  such  "  measures  as  they  thought  fit  to  prevent  the 
town's  being  in  any  manner  prejudiced  by  the  new  county." 
Many  citizens  of  Northampton,  as  well  as  other  towns  in 
the  old  county,  were  interested  in  the  settlements  thus  set 
off.  Not  a  few  owned  real  estate  in  them,  and  among  their 
inha))itants  were  sons  and  daughters  of  persons  living  in 
this  town. 

Some  objections  were  made  by  the  selectmen  of  North- 
ampton to  the  boundary  of  the  new  county.  They  con- 
tended that  the  proposed  line  would  take  in  a  considerable 
tract  of  land  east  of  No.  4  (Becket),  adjacent  to  Northamp- 
ton and  Hatfield,  and  suggested  a  slight  alteration.  The 
line  proposed  by  them  was  adopted  substantially  as  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  new  county. 
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Disputed  Land  in  A  Special  meeting  was  called  to  inquire  into 
Middle  Meadow.  \;]^q  ownership  of  Certain  lands  in  Middle 
Meadow.  A  committee  reported  that  a  con- 
siderable part  of  them  belonged  to  the  town.  Thereupon 
a  vote  was  passed  to  make  the  title  good.  From  this  action 
grew  a  long  drawn  out  law  suit,  which  was  not  settled  till 
1764,  and  then  matters  seem  to  have  been  left  about  as  they 
were  when  the  suit  was  commenced.  Apparently  a  test 
case  was  made  with  the  heirs  of  Jonathan  Hunt,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  couple  of  years  the  town  expended  not  far 
from  £88  in  the  litigation.  Northampton  lost  the  case  be- 
fore the  lower  court,  and  appealed  to  the  Superior  Court. 
In  17fi4,  the  town  decided  that  it  "  would  become  non 
suit  if  the  Hunts  would  agree  to  be  defaulted."  Appar- 
ently both  sides  were  ready  to  compromise  on  that  basis, 
for  at  the  September  session  of  the  higher  court  neither 
party  put  in  an  appearance. 

Attempt  to  make     Hardly  had  the  new  County  of  Berkshire 
Northampton  the     been   established,    when   a   movement   was 
"^^  ■  commenced  to  make  Northampton  the  shire- 

town  of  Old  Hampshire,  instead  of  Springfield.  A  peti- 
tion signed  by  Timothy  Dwiglit  of  Northampton  and  Oli- 
ver Partridge  of  Hatfield,  in  which  it  was  claimed  that 
Northampton  was  much  more  central  than  Springfield,  was 
presented  to  the  Legislature  in  April,  1761.  Northampton 
suj)plemented  this  petition  by  another  in  the  following 
May,  instructing  a  committee  to  "procure  &  Send  Some 
proper  person  an  Agent  to  Boston  to  prosecute  the  aff'air." 
Col.  Timothy  D wight  was  delegated  to  perform  this  duty, 
and  there  remains  on  file  an  order  on  the  town  treasurer, 
signed  by  the  three  selectmen  to  pay  him  "three  £  and 
seven  pence  one  fifth  part  of  a  penny  in  full  satisfaction  for 
the  like  sum  paid  at  Boston  by  him  in  and  about  the  affair 
of  the  town  of  Northampton's  application  to  the  Genl 
Court  to  be  constituted  the  Shire  Town  of  the  county  of 
Hampshire."  Some  towns  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
county  petitioned  in  favor  of  Northampton,  and  others  in 
favor  of  Hadley,  while  those  in  the  southern  portion  op- 
posed any  change.  In  January  of  the  following  year, 
twenty-one  towns  in  the  northern  half  of  the  county  peti- 
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tioned  that  the  shire-town  sliould  be  either  Northampton 
or  Had  ley,  as  the  General  Court  should  see  fit.  ^  Both  pe- 
titions were  dismissed  in  February,  176::^,  and  Northampton 
did  not  attain  the  coveted  honor  till  the  second  division  of 
the  county  was  made  in  1812. 

Sabbath  Wardens      Either   disordcr  in   the   meeting-house   in- 
chosen.  creased  considerably  or  there  were  not  tith- 

ing-men  enough  chosen  to  preserve  order, 
for  in  1761,  four  men  were  selected  especially  to  preserve 
order  in  the  meeting-house  on  Sunday.  They  were  called 
"Sabbath  Wardens,"  and  for  about  eighteen  years  were 
chosen  annually  with  other  town  officers.  They  were  sub- 
sequently ordered  to  procure  badges  of  office  similar  to 
those  carried  by  tithing-men.  In  1764,  the  town  by  vote, 
required  the  tithing-men  and  wardens  to  sit  by  turns,  in 
some  public  place  in  the  galleries,  to  prevent  disturbances, 
and  to  enforce  the  law  for  preserving  order  in  the  meeting- 
house. 

New  School  Proposed      Towu  scliools  Were  Overflowing  with  pu- 
over  Mill  River.  pi]g^   j^^d   it  was   determined  in   1761  to 

establish  a  new  school  on  the  south  side 
of  Mill  River.  The  selectmen  were  instructed  first  to  take 
the  "  Lickingwater "  boys  out  of  the  town  school,  and  if 
one  master  could  "  advantageously  instruct  those  that  re- 
mained in  the  English  school,  to  set  up  a  school  on  that 
side  of  the  river  provided  the  Parents  and  Masters  of  the 
boys  there  will  procure  a  room  and  wood  to  support  it. " 
Provision  was  also  made  that  boys  from  other  parts  of  the 
town  should  be  sent  there.  It  is  not  probable  that  another 
school  was  "  set  up"  in  South  Street  at  this  time.  As  was 
the  case  two  years  before,  no  additional  teachers  seem  to 
have  been  employed,  and  it  may  be  inferred  that  the 
"  Parents  and  Masters  "  were  unwilling  to  provide  a  school- 
room and  fuel  as  well  as  pupils. 

1  In  discussing  this  subject,  Col.  Williams  of  Hatfield  is  said  to  have  observed  :  — 
"The  people  of  Ilatfleld  are  industrious  and  thrivius.  and  to  have  the  courts  there 
would  injure  their  industry  and  thrift.  Northanipton  people  are  very  religious  and 
the  measure  would  be  injurious  to  their  religion,  but  Hadley  has  neither  thrift  nor 
morality  to  be  injured."  Hadley  was  then  and  long  afterwards  greatly  demoralized 
by  hard  drinking. 
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Interior  of  the  Meet-  In  1762,  the  town  pefused  to  determine  the 
ing-House  im-  ^ge  at  which  boys  should  be  allowed  to 
sit  in  the  gallery.  This  was  probably  pro- 
hibitory, and  shut  the  boys  out  of  that  section  entirely. 
So  large  had  become  the  congregation,  and  so  crowded  was 
the  meeting-house,  that  a  general  overhauling  of  the  seat- 
ings  in  it  was  ordered.  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
make  a  ' '  general  alteration  of  persons  sitting  in  the  meet- 
ing house,"  as  well  as  to  settle  with  persons  who  have  built 
pews  at  their  own  expense,  so  that  the  whole  may  be 
"  appropriated  to  the  town's  use  as  others  are."  An  excep- 
tion was  made  in  the  case  of  Noah  Clark  and  his  daughter, 
the  wife  of  Gideon  Lyman.  They  were  permitted  by  special 
vote  to  retain  the  seats  they  then  occupied. 

More  New  Counties     With  the  establishment  of  the  new  County 
Petitioned  for.  Qf  Berkshire  came  a  desire  for  a  general 

dividing  up  of  the  old  counties  in  Middle 
and  Western  Massachusetts.  Two  propositions  to  dismem- 
ber Worcester  and  the  adjoining  counties  on  each  side, 
originated  in  the  former  county  within  three  years.  In 
1763,  Brig. -Gen.  Ruggles  of  Worcester  and  others  peti- 
tioned for  the  formation  of  another  county  to  be  composed 
of  certain  towns  in  Eastern  Hampshire  and  Western  Wor- 
cester. Northampton  voted  to  make  no  opposition  to  the 
scheme,  but  nothing  seems  to  have  resulted  from  the  un- 
dertaking. The  year  following  another  county  was  pro- 
jected from  towns  in  Northern  Worcester  and  Middlesex 
Counties,  but  that  also  failed. 

The  shirkshire  Road.  A  road  was  laid  f rom  Northampton  to 
Shirkshire  or  Murrayfield  (now  Norwich), 
in  1762,  the  committee  reporting  at  the  March  meeting  the 
following  year.  It  was  built  at  the  expense  of  the  town 
and  was  not  completed  for  two  years.  For  many  years  it 
was  the  main  road  to  Westhampton,  The  principal  portion 
of  this  highway  seems  to  have  been  constructed  under  the 
siiperintendence  of  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy.  He  began  the 
work  on  the  11*''  of  September,  1764,  on  the  "west  side  of 
Rocky  Hill,"  and  finished  on  the  8*''  of  November.  His 
account  was  kept  by  days'  work.      For  instance,  "  Monday 
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24'"  Sept.  20  days  work  at  the  way.  *  *  *  Tuesday  9'^ 
October.  29  days  work  at  the  way."  The  whole  number 
of  days'  work  charged  by  him  was  five  hundred  sixty- 
three,  "  reckoning  a  team  and  hand  with  them  two  days  or 
€qual  to  2  men."  The  road  commenced  "  against  Benjamin 
Edwards  pasture  bars  at  Rocky  Hill,"  and  probably  fol- 
lowed the  old  path  to  Park  Hill,  and  to  King's  saw-mill  on 
the  Manhan  River.  The  entire  distance  was  3003  rods, 
about  nine  and  one  half  miles. 

Prosecuted  for  Ma-  Disorder  was  not  altogether  confined  to  one 
licious  Mischief.  (Jay  in  the  week,  nor  entirely  to  the  meet- 
ing-house. Only  occasionally,  however,  did 
the  young  misbehave  themselves  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
get  into  the  clutches  of  the  law.  Soon  after  the  appoint- 
ment of  Sunday  wardens,  several  young  men  from  this 
and  other  towns  were  brought  before  the  court,  charged 
with  malicious  mischief.  In  May,  1764,  Elijah  King  of 
Charlestown,  N.  H.,  Joseph  Burt  of  Northfield,  and  John 
Hunt  Jr.  of  Northampton,  were  presented  by  the  jury  for 
making  a  riot  and  disturbance  in  Northampton,  and  break- 
ing the  windows  of  the  school-house,  on  the  evening  of 
January  16,  1764.  They  were  discharged.  At  the  same 
time  the  above  named  persons  and  William  Mather  of 
Northampton  were  presented  for  the  following  unlawful 
and  unseemly  acts.  They  were  charged  with  "carrying 
away  Ithamar  Strong's  sled  ;  taking  down  Benjamin  Ed- 
wards barn  yard  bars  and  letting  out  his  cattle  ;  taking 
down  Simeon  Clapp's  barn  yard  bars ;  carrying  away  a 
small  sleigh  1  called  a  pung  of  the  value  of  5s.  belonging 
to  Ebenezer  Hunt,  carrying  away  a  small  sleigh  called  a 
pung  of  the  value  of  5s.  belonging  to  Josiah  Clark  Jr., 
taking  down  Bela  Strong's  bars  and  opening  the  doors  of 
his  stable  and  manger  and  letting  the  cattle  into  his  barn, 

1  Sieighs  or  •'  Slays  "  as  they  were  sometimes  spelled,  were  not  common,  only  six 
or  eight  being  in  use  in  Northampton  in  1764.  They  were  for  the  most  part  ordinary 
sleds  with  plank  runners,  and  those  for  use  with  one  horse  were  called  "  pungs." 
Sleigh-rides  were  not  among  the  winter  diversions  in  this  section  till  the  last  two  de- 
cades of  the  eighteenth  century.  These  sleighs  were  quite  large,  some  having  four 
seats  and  were  capable  of  holding  twelve  or  flftecu  persons.  The  young  people  of 
Northampton  rode  down  to  Elias  Lyman's  and  Lemuel  Pomeroy's  in  Southampton,  to 
Capt.  Samuel  Fairfield's  in  Williamsburg,  and  to  other  places  in  the  valley.  Nearly 
all  the  sleighs  in  the  village  were  called  in  requisition  when  one  of  these  rides  oc- 
curred. Occasionally  they  had  a  dance  and  usually  took  the  village  fiddler,  a  colored 
man,  with  th^m. 
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taking  up  two  planks  of  the  brido-e  over  Little  (Mill)  River 
near  the  house  of  Bathsheba  Hull."  They  were  fined  10s. 
each  and  costs.  Bathsheba  Hull  lived  near  South  Street 
bridge,  and  probably  Little  Mill  River  was  the  mill  trench. 

Bathsheba  Hull.  She  was  a  uegress,  widow  of  Amos  Hull, 
and  occupied  a  small  house  on  the  Island 
near  South  Street  bridge,  formed  by  the  Mill  Trench.  She 
bought  the  property  of  John  McLane,  who  had  it  of  his 
father,  Cuthburt  McLane.  The  town  claimed  the  land, 
and  in  1765,  brought  an  action  to  evict  tlie  negress.  John 
Webb's  original  home  lot  extended  from  Main  Street  to 
Mill  River.  When  the  first  grist-mill  was  built,  a  short 
distance  up  the  stream,  the  trench  for  carrying  away  the 
waste  water  was  dug  across  the  lower  end  of  this  lot,  and 
Webb  relinquished  to  the  town  that  part  of  it  cut  off  by 
the  trench,  receiving  an  equivalent  elsewhere.  On  this 
transaction  the  town  based  its  title  to  the  property,  claim- 
ing possession  within  thirty  years,  averring  disseizure 
through  John  McLane,  then  of  Suffield.  The  McLanes 
were  squatters  on  the  land,  and  John,  inheriting  from  his 
father,  who  was  for  many  years  supported  b.y  the  town, 
considered  his  title  good.  This  claim  covered  the  site  of 
the  old  brick  school-house  just  above  the  old  South  Street 
bridge,  though  it  is  probable  that  the  bridge  was  then 
somewhat  further  up  the  stream.  In  1766,  the  case  was 
decided  in  favor  of  the  town,  and  the  next  year  a  vote  was 
passed  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  dwelling-house  in 
which  Bathsheba  Hull  lived,  "notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  town  had  a  legal  right  to  said  house."  In  case  she 
"  would  not  accept  a  reasonable  price  for  it,"  the  committee 
were  ordered  to  "demolish  and  abate  the  same  in  such 
manner  as  to  render  it  uninhabitable."  She  probably  sold 
out,  as  there  appears  a  charge  in  the  expense  account  of 
1768,  for  "  carting  Bathsheba's  goods  to  the  lower  end  of 
Pleasant  Street,  Is.  6'\"  The  town  afterwards  sold  the 
property.  In  1837,  the  Mill  Trench  was  still  visible,  and 
on  the  Island  were  tliree  houses  owned  by  the  Hunts,  who 
had  previously  come  into  possession  of  the  Webb  lot.  Now 
every  trace  of  trench  or  Island  has  been  obliterated  by  the 
railroad  embankment. 
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Workhouse  Proposed.  I^  1765.  a  Committee  was  constituted  to 
confer  with  tlie  neigliboring  "towns  of 
Hatfiekl  and  Hadley,  respectinjij  the  buikling  of  a  work- 
house in  conjunction  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  three 
towns."  Timothy  D wight  Jr.,  Dea.  Ebenezer  Hunt  and 
Col.  Seth  Pomeroy,  constituted  this  committee,  but  noth- 
ing seems  to  have  been  accomplished.  No  report  by  them 
is  anywhere  alluded  to  upon  the  records.  On  consideration 
it  was  probably  deemed  a  matter  upon  which  the  towns 
could  nofprofitably  enter  into  partnership. 

A  New  court-House    The  Court-House   and  Town   Hall,  owned 
in  Agitation.  ^ud  used  jointly  by  the  Town  and  County, 

built  in  1738,  was  old,  and  in  need  of  re- 
pairs. The  question  came  before  the  town  in  1766,  in  the 
form  of  a  threefold  proposition  made  by  the  county  : — that 
the  town  buy  the  share  owned  by  the  county,  join  the 
county  in  building  anew,  and  in  selling  the  old  one.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  county  officials 
regarding  the  sale  of  the  property,  but  the  town  refused  to 
do  anything  more  than  its  rateable  proportion  towards 
building  a  new  Court-House.  No  terms  satisfactory  to 
either  party  were  arranged  at  this  time.  A  proposition 
was  made  the  next  year  to  purchase  the  home  lot  of  Elisha 
Alvord,  corner  of  Main  and  King  Streets,  as  a  site  for  the 
new  court-house,  "'soon  to  be  erected,"  but  the  town  re- 
fused to  make  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose.  At  the 
same  time,  however,  it  was  voted  "to  repair  the  town 
house  underpinning  as  may  render  it  safe,  and  so  not  to 
expose  an 5^  person's  life  by  falling."  Town-meetings  con- 
tinued to  be  held  in  this  building  till  1777,  and  after  that 
time  in  the  Court-House,  till  1814,  when  a  new  Town  Hall 
was  built.  In  1782,  the  Town  and  County  united  in  the 
sale  of  the  old  building,  when  Robert  Breck  paid  the  town 
£4.8.9  for  one  half  of  it. 

A  New  Court-House      The   propositiou    to   build    a  new   Court- 

^"i"^-  House,  brought  before  the  County  Court 

in   1766,    was   the   occasion   of  the   above 

named  action  by  the  town.     William  Williams  of  Deerfield 

and   Oliver  Partridge  of   Hatfield,   together  with  others. 
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petitioned  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  at 
the  November  term  of  that  year,  for  a  new  Court-House. 
They  complained  that  the  old  building  was  "  greatly  out  of 
repair  and  incommodious  *  *  *  ^]j,j^^  g^g  ^^^^  courts  at 
Northampton  are  usually  held  in  the  winter  in  cold  and  in- 
clement weather,  your  Petitioners  &  others  necessarily  at- 
tending said  courts  are  subject  and  exposed  to  great  Danger 
of  Loss  of  health  by  reason  of  said  Building  being  in  want 
of  Repairs,"  and  asked  "that  a  new  Building  be  speedily 
erected  for  that  purpose,"  or  the  old  house  repaired.  The 
court  at  once  ordered  that  £100  should  be  raised  in  the  next 
county  tax  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new  Court-House, 
and  appointed  Col.  Partridge  and  Eleazer  Porter  a  commit- 
tee to  confer  with  the  town  of  Northampton  to  ascertain 
whether  the  town  would  purchase  the  old  one,  or  would 
unite  with  the  county  in  selling  it,  or  in  building  anew. 
At  the  March  term  following,  the  committee  reported  that 
the  town  refused  to  entertain  either  of  the  propositions. 
Timothy  D wight  Jr.,  Capt.  William  Lyman,  Mr.  Solomon 
Stoddard  of  Northampton,  Col.  Partridge  of  Hatfield,  and 
Eleazer  Porter  Esq.  of  Hadley,  were  constituted  a  commit- 
tee to  "  form  a  model  of  a  Court  House,"  provide  the  ma- 
terials, and  proceed  to  erect  the  building.  The  court  also 
ordered  the  committee  to  "set  the  s'*  house  upon  the  Rise 
of  Ground  before  Capt.  Lyman's  dwelling  house."  At  the 
adjourned  March  term,  the  court  ordered  that  £30  should 
be  paid  to  each  of  the  Court-House  committee^  very  prob- 
ably as  compensation  for  their  labor  in  preparing  the 
"model."  In  August,  1767,  the  court  ordered,  "as  the 
Rise  of  ground  in  front  of  Capt.  William  Lyman's  house 
was  not  convenient  for  the  purpose,"  that  the  committee 
should  "set"  the  new  Court-House  "on  the  southerly  side 
of  Daniel  Pomeroy's  dwelling-house  at  or  near  the  place 
known  then  by  the  name  of  the  Poplar  Tree.  ^"  This  was 
on  the  common  at  the  junction  of  Main,  Elm  and  West 
Streets,  in  front  of  Smitli  College.  The  committee  at  once 
proceeded  with  the  work  ;  part  of  the  foundation  stone  was 
delivered  there  and  the  excavation  commenced. 

1    Daniel  Pomeroy  lived  on  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the  Catholic  Church,  and  his 
house  was  long  known  as  the  "  Red  Taveru." 
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Trouble  about  the  Soiiie  difficulty  seems  to  have  developed  in 
Site  of  the  Build-  reference  to  tlie  location  of  the  new  build- 
^^^'  ing,  the  court  ordering  two  changes  before 

it  was  definitely  settled.  No  one  seems  to  have  suggested 
placing  it  on  the  site  of  the  old  Court-House,  which  was 
the  most  central  and  convenient  position,  and  as  it  proved 
quite  near  the  point  finally  adopted.  It  stood  in  the  high- 
way, at  the  intersection  of  Main  and  King  Streets,  south- 
east of  the  present  Court-House.  When  the  decision  to 
place  the-building  in  front  of  Capt.  William  Lyman's* 
house  was  made  known,  the  location  was  deemed  so  unsat- 
isfactory that  certain  citizens  of  Northampton  endeavored 
to  procure  the  Elisha  Alvord  homestead,  on  Meeting-House 
Hill,  for  that  purpose.  In  March,  the  town  refused  to  aid 
in  the  purchase,  but  a  committee,  consisting  of  Ebenezer 
Hunt,  Joseph  Hawley,  and  Timothy  Dwight  Jr.,  proceeded 
to  raise  the  needed  sum  of  money  by  subscription.  In  the 
meantime  the  court  changed  the  location.  During  the 
summer  the  committee  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  funds 
with  which  to  purchase  the  Alvord  place.  One  hundred 
thirty  pounds  were  contributed  by  fifty-five  persons  from 
Northampton,  and  one  from  Hatfield,  and  the  land  was 
deeded  to  the  county  "  for  the  purpose  of  a  Green  or  Com- 
mon and  for  erecting  a  Court  House,  or  Court  Houses 
thereon."  At  the  November  term  the  court  approved  the 
purchase,  accepted  the  deed,  and  ordered  the  committee  to 
construct  and  finish  the  Court-House  at  that  place. 

Site  of  the  New  The  land  on  which  the  new  Court-House 
Court-House.  ^^s  built,  was  first  granted  in  1675  to  Sam- 

uel Allen,  when  his  house  on  King  Street 
was  burned  by  the  Indians.  It  afterwards  came  into  the 
possession  of  Saul  Alvord.  He  sold  it  in  1762  or  1763  to 
Elisha  Alvord,  and  removed  to  Bolton.     The  committee  of 

1  It  is  somewhat  uncertain  where  Capt.  William  Lyman  lived  at  this  time,  but 
probably  it  was  on  Main  Street,  on  what  was  afterwards  the  property  of  Judge 
Joseph  Lyman,  just  west  of  the  present  Mansion  House  block  (whpre  now  are  the 
stores  of  F.  W.  Roberts,  P.  H.  Dewey,  E.  H.  Banister,  aud  Bon  Marche).  Yet  nothing 
now  indicates  that  any  special  "  Rise  of  Ground  '"  ever  existed  there,  unless  it  may 
be  that  the  top  of  the  hill  at  the  head  of  South  Street,  was  so  designated.  Col.  Wil- 
liam Lyman  bought  the  homestead  in  175".  Lieut.  William  Lyman  lived  on  Pleasant 
Street,  in  1743,  but  the  topography  of  that  street  would  conform  still  less  than  the 
other  to  the  description  in  the  court  records. 
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citizens  having  the  matter  in  charge  bought  of  the  widow 
of  Elisha  Pomeroy,  the  homestead  at  the  corner  of  Main 
and  South  Streets,  and  exchanged  the  same  with  Alvord 
for  his  home  hot  on  Meeting-House  Hill.  In  1768,  the  new 
building  was  finished,  and  the  committee  reported  that 
they  had  expended  £353  on  the  structure.  Courts  were 
first  held  in  the  new  building  in  February  1769.^ 

1    For  description  and  plan  of  property  see  Appendix. 
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Agitation  Foreshad-  BEFORE  tliG  close  of  the  seveii  years'  war 
owing  the  Revoiu-  tliG  agitation  which  resulted  in  the  Revo- 
lution, commenced.  England  proposed  to 
tax  the  colonies  for  revenue,  and  on  that  line  proceeded  to 
legislate  for  America.  The  people  denied  the  right  of  tax- 
ation without  representation,  and  protested  vigorously 
against  the  arbitrary  legislation  of  the  British  Parliament. 
Opposition  to  the  British  government  did  not  spring  up  in 
a  single  night.  Aware  of  their  dependence  upon  the 
mother-country,  the  colonies  were  loyal  to  the  King.  In- 
dependence had  at  first  little  or  no  foundation  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  New  England.  Men  who  afterwards  be- 
came leaders  in  the  struggle  for  liberty,  were  reared  in 
loyalty,  and  basked  in  the  sunshine  of  kingly  favor.  Even 
when  the  laws  of  his  ministers  became  burdensome  and 
oppressive,  they  still  honored  the  King  as  good  and  loyal 
subjects.  While  the  hand  of  England  lay  lightly  upon 
them  they  had  no  thought  of  independence.  But  when 
the  usurpation  of  power  led  to  oppressive  legislation,  no 
other  method  of  relief  presented  itself.  The  preliminary 
struggles  which  led  up  to  open  warfare,  are  so  familiar  that 
there  is  no  need  even  of  recapitulation.  But  occasionally  the 
town  records  contain  an  allusion  to  passing  events  in  this 
great  controversy,  and  in  order  to  obtain  a  clear  under- 
standing of  town  action  thereon,  a  more  detailed  reference 
to  the  specific  measures  that  called  forth  that  action  is 
deemed  necessary. 

SI  381 
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Obnoxious  Laws.  Writs  of  assistaiice,  search  warrants  au- 
thorizing revenue  officers  to  enter  any  man's 
house,  day  or  night,  and  break  open  doors,  trunks,  boxes 
and  packages  in  search  for  goods  suspected  of  having  been 
imported  without  the  payment  of  duties,  were  among  the 
first  of  the  obnoxious  laws  tliat  paved  the  way  to  inde- 
pendence. These  laws  were  first  issued  in  1761,  and  though 
not  liable  to  be  put  in  practice  to  any  great  extent  in  the 
valley  towns,  the  agitation  concerning  them  was  not  with- 
out its  effect  upon  the  population,  however  remote  from 
the  seashore.  Then  followed  the  sugar  tax,  by  which  a 
duty  of  sixpence  was  levied  upon  every  gallon  of  molasses 
imported  into  the  colony.  But  the  Stamp  Act,  coupled 
with  renewed  and  vigorous  enforcement  of  the  navigation 
Laws  against  smuggling,  was  one  of  the  exciting  causes 
that  roused  the  patriotism  of  the  people.  The  latter,  en- 
forced by  the  naval  and  military  forces,  was  particularly 
obnoxious.  It  violated  the  sanctity  of  private  life,  and 
gave  liberty,  under  the  pretence  of  searching  after  contra- 
band goods,  for  an  entry  into  every  man's  house,  against 
whom  an  unscrupulous  enemy  might  have  sworn  an  infor- 
mation. Smarting  under  the  effects  of  these  inquisitory 
.laws,  it  required  but  the  imposition  of  the  Stamp  Act  to 
call  out  a  demonstration  on  the  part  of  the  people  that 
ended  in  riotous  proceedings. 

The  stamp  Act.  Intelligence  of  the  passage  of  the  Stamp 
Act  reached  Boston  in  May,  1705.  The 
reception  it  met  with  may  be  considered  as  the  opening 
act  of  the  Revolution,  and  though  the  unpopular  law  was 
soon  repealed,  the  seeds  of  liberty  were  too  strongly  planted 
to  be  afterwards  eradicated.  In  Boston  the  excitement  in- 
creased, and  in  August  reached  the  boiling  point.  Some  of 
the  officers,  influential  in  passing  the  unsatisfactory  enact- 
ment, were  burned  in  effigy  by  the  citizens,  which  fury, 
augmented  by  what  it  fed  on,  soon  burst  into  rioting.  The 
houses  of  several  prominent  men  were  broken  open,  and 
their  contents  destroyed  or  carried  away.  The  better  dis- 
posed of  the  people  met  at  Faneuil  Hall  the  next  day,  de- 
nounced these  unlawful  proceedings,  and  called  upon  the 
authorities  to  take  measures  to  prevent  further  outbreaks. 
With  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  came  a  demand  from 
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Parliament  for  compensation  from  the  colony  for  the  losses 
occasioned  by  the  rioters.  This  proposition  was  discussed 
in  the  House  of  Deputies  at  its  midsummer  session,  and  a 
majority  voted  against  raising-  any  money  by  tax  to  meet 
these  losses.  In  this  debate,  Major  Hawley,  representative 
from  Northampton,  was  bold  and  outspoken  in  opposition. 
It  was  on  this  occasion  that  he  electrified  his  hearers  by  the 
assertion  that  ""the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  has  no 
right  to  legislate  for  us,"  and  for  which  he  received  then 
and  there  the  public  thanks  of  his  friend  and  compatriot, 
James  Otis.  A  bill  was  presented  which  proposed  a  grant 
to  meet  these  losses,  on  condition  that  a  free  pardon  should 
be  given  to  all  persons  concerned  in  the  outbreak.  In 
order  to  feel  the  pulse  of  their  constituents,  this  bill  was 
printed  and  sent  to  the  several  towns. 

The  Town  acts  upon     In  Northampton,  the  matter  was  brought 
the  Bill.  before  the  town,  November  24^*^,  1766,  by 

the  following  article  in  the  warrant  :  — 
*'  To  consider  of  a  Bill  now  pending  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
entitled  An  Act  for  granting  compensation  to  the  Sufferers  &  of  free 
&  general  Pardon,  Indemnity  &  oblivion  to  the  offenders  in  the  late 
times  &  to  give  Instructions  to  their  representative  for  his  conduct 
about  the  same."  ^ 

A  committee  of  five  persons,  consisting  of  Capt.  [Timo- 
thy] Dwight,  Dea.  [Ebenezer]  Hunt.  Mr.  Gad  Lyman,  Mr. 
Solomon  Stoddard,  and  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy,  was  author- 
ized to  consider  the  subject  and  report.  At  the  afternoon 
session  the  committee  presented  their  conclusions.  Then 
followed  the  subjoined  action  by  the  meeting  :  — 

"  The  Question  was  put  whether  they  would  instruct  their  represent- 
ative to  give  his  vote  that  the  Said  Bill  Should  pass  to  be  enacted,  &  it 
passed  in  the  negative.  Then  the  Question  was  put  whether  they 
would  accept  the  report  of  their  Said  Committee,  on  the  said  bill,  & 
it  passed  in  the  negative.  Then  it  was  moved  that  the  following  Ques- 
tion might  be  put,  to  wit  :  —  Whether  it  was  the  mind  of  the  Town 
that  upon  all  matters  that  are  or  may  be  under  the  Consideration  of  the 
Said  house  of  representatives  during  the  present  Session,  Their  repre- 
sentative Should  Act  according  to  his  best  Judgment  &  discretion^  on 
hearing  the  debates  thereon  in  that  house,  whereupon  the  Said  Ques- 
tion was  put  &  it  passed  in  the  affirmative." 

1  Barry's  Mass.,  vol.  2,  p.  328. 

2  The  views  of  Mr.  Hawley,  then  representative,  had  already  been  made  known 
by  him,  at  the  previous  session  of  the  legislature. 
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The  Town  Undecided.  Evidently  the  town,  divided  in  sentiment 
on  the  question,  and  unwilling  to  commit 
itself  upon  the  issue,  selected  the  best  way  out  of  the 
dilemma,  by  voting  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  its  repre- 
sentative. What  discussion  occurred  in  the  town-meeting, 
or  even  what  may  have  been  the  report  of  the  committee, 
is  not  known,  as  that  document  has  not  been  preserved. 
It  is  possible,  judging  from  the  political  complexion  of  the 
committee,  as  developed  later,  that  they  may  have  reported 
in  favor  of  the  grant,  but  against  the  indemnity.  It  is 
not  probable  that  they  favored  the  passage  of  the  bill  as 
a  whole,  nor  that  they  proposed  to  put  the  matter  unre- 
servedly into  the  hands  of  their  representative,  as  both  of 
these  suggestions  were  voted  on  independently  of  their 
report. 

The  Bill  passed  by  Tliis  Committee  contained  in  the  persons  of 
the  Legislature.  Timotliy  Dwiglit  and  Solomon  Stoddard, 
two  individuals  who  were  afterwards 
avowed  tories,  and  one  at  least  of  the  others  is  believed  to 
have  had  strong  predilections  in  that  direction.  The  re- 
sult, however,  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  bill,  for  which 
Major  Hawley  had  already  committed  himself.  During 
the  debate  in  the  legislature,  he  made  strong  opposition  to 
any  grant  unless  accompanied  by  the  indemnity  clause. 
A  majority  of  the  towns  decided,  like  Northampton,  to 
abide  by  the  decision  of  their  representatives,  and  the 
House  voted  at  first  to  raise  no  money  for  such  a  purpose 
by  taxation.  After  further  discussion,  however,  an  act 
substantially  in  accordance  with  the  proposition  sent  to  the 
towns,  was  passed  by  the  House  of  Deputies,  by  a  majority 
of  eighteen  votes.  It  was  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  and 
with  reluctance  signed  by  the  Governor.  This  act  was 
subsequently  annulled  by  the  King,  but  not  before  the  pro- 
vision granting  compensation  had  been  carried  out. 

Further  Strife  with     Politics  camc  ouce  more  to  the  front  in 

Parliamentary  Laws,     the  year  1768,  wlieu  the  towu  was  called 

upon  to  join  in  a  convention  to  be  held  in 

Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  upon  the  position  of 

affairs.     A  brief  summary  of  the  events  which  led  up  to 
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this  movement  will  indicate  the  critical  point  which  the 
controversy  with  the  home  government  liad  reached,  as 
well  as  the  conservative  position  assumed  by  the  town. 
Feeling  in  the  maritime  towns  was  much  more  intense  than 
in  the  interior  of  the  state,  and  while  the  citizens  of  North- 
ampton were  ever  patriotic  and  ready  to  uphold  their 
rights,  they  were  in  no  haste  to  follow  blindly  the  lead  of 
the  Boston  populace,  though  guided  by  such  men  as  Otis, 
Adams  and  Warren.  The  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  did 
not  end  the  struggle  to  derive  revenue  from  the  colonies. 
A  tax  was  levied  on  glass,  paj^er,  painters'  colors,  and  tea, 
a  Board  of  Customs  was  established,  and  writs  of  assist- 
ance legalized.  These  laws  alarmed  the  people  to  a  much 
greater  extent  than  did  the  Stamp  Act,  and  resistance  to 
them  was  at  once  determined  upon.  The  citizens  of  Boston 
voted  in  town-meeting  to  refuse  to  import  certain  articles 
of  British  manufacture,  and  to  economize  in  the  consump- 
tion of  many  others.  Resolutions  were  passed  by  the  Leg- 
islature discouraging  the  use  of  British  manufactured  arti- 
cles, and  recommending  those  of  American  production. 
An  English  war  vessel  impressed  seamen  in  Boston,  and  a 
vessel  belonging  to  John  Hancock  was  seized  on  charge  of 
defrauding  the  revenue.  Several  mass-meetings  of  the 
people  were  held  in  which  Adams  and  Otis  denounced  with 
vigor  these  acts  of  their  oppressors.  The  anniversary  of 
the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  was  enthusiastically  celebrated, 
but  no  overt  act  was  committed.  While  all  was  excite- 
ment and  men's  passions  were  at  fever  heat,  instructions 
were  received  ordering  the  Legislature  to  rescind  its  anti- 
importation  resolutions.  This  was  refused,  and  Gov.  Bar- 
nard prorogued  the  General  Court.  Again  the  merchants 
of  Boston  pledged  themselves  to  import  no  mereliandise 
from  England,  excejit  such  as  was  absolutely  necessary. 
All  but  sixteen  of  them  signed  tlie  agreement,  and  the  arti- 
cles upon  which  duties  had  been  imposed  were  especially 
prohibited.  At  a  mass-meeting  held  in  Faneuil  Hall,  in 
September,  it  was  resolved  that  "the  inlial)itants  of  Bos- 
ton will,  at  the  utmost  peril  of  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
maintain  and  defend  their  rights,  liberties,  privileges  and 
immunities."  It  was  also  decided  at  this  meeting  to  call  a 
convention  of   all  the  towns,  within  two  weeks,  and  the 
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selectmen  of  Boston  were  requested  to  correspond  with  the 
several  towns,  asking  their  co-operation.  The  circular 
addressed  to  the  towns  suggested  as  an  occasion  for  the 
convention,  the  possibility  of  a  war  with  France,  as  well 
as  the  fact  that  no  Legislature  could  be  convened.  Since 
dissolving  the  last  one  the  Governor  had  refused  to  author- 
ize another. 

The  Town  considers      A  Special  towu-meeting  was  called  to  con- 
the  Matter.  sidcr  this  propositiou,  on  the  21"^  of  Sep- 

tember. Nothing  remains  to  show 
whether  the  question  was  discussed  or  not.  The  only 
record  concerning  it  is  the  following  extract  from  the  town 
records  signed  by  "Joseph  Hawley,  Mod." 

"  Then  the  Question  was  put  whether  the  Town  would  appoint  a 
Committee  to  Act  for  them  in  convention  with  Such  as  may  be  Sent 
from  the  Several  Towns  in  this  province  to  be  Assembled  at  Faneuil 
Hall,  in  Boston,  on  thursday  the  Twenty-second  day  of  September 
Instant,  to  consult  and  advise  Such  measures  as  his  Majesty's  subjects 
in  this  province  may  require  and  it  passed  in  the  negative  uno  Solo 
contradicente.     Sixty-five  or  six  voters  were  present." 

Action  of  the  Con-      Northampton  was  among  the  small  minority 
vention.  of  towus  that  declined  to  take  part  in  these 

proceedings.  Ninety-six  towns  and  eight 
districts  were  represented.  After  a  session  of  six  days, 
during  which  time  pending  questions  were  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed, the  convention  dissolved,  having  denounced  the 
ungracious  legislation  of  England,  and  renewed  their  pro- 
test against  the  unwholesome  and  unwelcome  laws,  with  so 
much  caution  and  discretion,  withal,  that  those  on  the 
watch  for  it  were  unable  to  detect  a  single  trace  of  treason 
in  any  of  their  transactions. 

Districts  and  not  For  upwards  of  twcnty  years  succeeding 
Towns  Instituted.  i\^q  incorporation  of  Southampton  as  a  dis- 
trict, Northampton  was  represented  in  the 
General  Court  by  only  three  different  persons.  During 
this  time,  and  down  to  1780,  a  period  of  thirty-three  years, 
Northam])ton  and  Southampton  constituted  one  represent- 
ative district.  Some  years  before  the  latter  town  was  set 
off,  a  distinctive  blow  was  aimed  at  popular  government  in 
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the  colonies  l)y  restricting  the  nnmber  of  representatives 
in  the  lower  House.  Instructions  were  issued  that  no  more 
towns  should  be  constituted  with  the  privilege  of  represen- 
tation. Hence  for  many  years  all  municipal  incorpora- 
tions were  erected  into  districts,  hut  without  authority  to 
send  deputies  to  the  General  Court.  ^  Gideon  Lyman  was 
representative  from  the  double  district  in  1754,  1755,  1757  ; 
Timothy  Dwight  for  eight  years  in  succession,  from  1758  to 
1765  ;  and  Joseph  Hawley  in  1754,  1755,  and  for  nine  years 
consecutively  from  1766.  In  1764,  while  Timothy  Dwight 
represented  Northampton,  Joseph  Hawley  seems  to  have 
served  in  the  same  capacity  for  Southampton.  A  change 
was  made  in  the  law  in  1786,  and  every  town  was  author- 
ized to  send  a  representative. 

The  Meeting-House      Notwithstanding  the  hardship  and  disaster 
too  Small.  attendant  upon  the  seven  years'  war,  the 

town  continued  to  increase  in  wealth  and 
numbers.  So  large  had  become  the  population  three  years 
after  the  war  closed,  that  the  meeting-house,  onl}'-  thirty 
years  in  existence,  was  altogether  too  small,  and  the  people 
had  been  for  some  time  planning  for  its  enlargement.  •  All 
the  available  space  for  sittings  had  been  utilized,  and  still 
there  was  not  room  enough.  Several  of  these  suggestions 
have  already  been  enumerated,  some  of  them  had  been 
ordered,  but  few  apparently  had  been  carried  out.  In  1767, 
a  definite  proposition  was  made  to  enlarge  the  structure, 
but  the  town  was  not  ready  for  the  undertaking,  and  it  was 
promptly  negatived. 

Poorhouse  Provided.  Durlug  the  Same  year  it  was  voted  to  build 
a  house  with  two  rooms  for  the  use  of  the 
poor,  but  the  committee  chosen  to  consider  the  matter  re- 
ported that  the  house  of  Simeon  Root  could  be  hired  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  selectmen  were  directed  to  secure  the 
property. 

Census  of  the  Town.    Three  ycars  previous  to  this  last  attempt 

to  enlarge  the  meeting-house,  a  census  of 

the  town  was  taken,  as  Major  Hawley  says,  "by  order  of 

the  King  of  England."     The  result  was  as  follows  :  —  num- 

1    Holland''s  History  of  Western  Massachusetts,  vol.  1,  p.  202. 
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ber  of  dwelling-houses,  187  ;  number  of  families,  202  ;  num- 
ber of  males  over  16,  339  ;  number  of  males  under  16,  312  ; 
number  of  females  over  16,  333  ;  number  of  females  under 
16,  281  ;  total  number  of  males,  651  ;  total  number  of  fe- 
males, 614  ;  aggregate  of  population,  1265.  One  family  of 
nine  persons  was  omitted,  wliich  increases  the  total  to  1274. 
In  addition  there  were  ten  negroes,  five  males  and  five  fe- 
males. Apparently  they  were  nearly  all  slaves,  and  were 
distributed  in  the  following  families  :  —  Mrs.  Prudence 
Stoddard,  widow  of  Col.  John,  one  female  ;  Lieut.  Caleb 
Strong,  one  male  ;  Joseph  and  Jonathan  Clapp,  one  each  ; 
Joseph  Hunt,  one  of  each  sex.  There  was  one  negro  at 
Moses  Kingsley's,  not  a  slave,  another  at  Zadoc  Danks,  and 
Bathsheba  Hull  was  then  living  near  South  Street  bridge. 
This  seems  to  have  been  the  first  numbering  of  the  people 
on  record. 

other  statistics  and     In  1764,  the  towu  valuatiou  usually  taken 
"Faculties."  i^  November,  amounted  to  £14,928.9  ;  the 

number  of  polls  was  310.  The  province 
tax  was  £284.8.  li  ;  representative's  pay,  £13.10  ;  town  tax, 
£255.13.4f  ;  county  tax,  £33.3.7  ;  the  entire  province,  coun- 
ty and  town  tax  amounted  to  £586.15.2f.  In  making  out 
the  tax  list  the  term  "  facultys  "  was  used  to  designate  any 
business  other  than  farming.  The  amounts  assessed  on 
faculties  varied  from  year  to  year.  In  1761,  they  came 
high.  Samuel  Clark,  saddler,  was  taxed  £25  worth  of 
"faculty;"  J.  Hodge,  tailor,  £25;  Elisha  Lyman,* joiner, 
£15  ;  Samuel  Mather,  physician,  £40  ;  Joseph  Hawley,  law- 
yer, £40  ;  Lieut.  Caleb  Strong,  tanner,  £40.  In  this  term 
"faculty"  was  included  tools,  stock  in  trade,  profession, 
etc.  To  show  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  these  facul- 
ties, a  few  of  these  personal  taxes  for  the  year  1768  are 
given  :  —  Quartus  Pomeroy,  blacksmith,  £15  ;  Joseph  Haw- 
ley, lawyer,  £20  ;  Dr.  Samuel  Mather,  £10  ;  Elisha  Lyman, 
joiner,  £4  ;  Caleb  Strong,  tanner,  £30  ;  Ebenezer  Hunt, 
hatter,  £60  ;  Seth  Pomeroy,  blacksmith,  £20;  Daniel  Hitch- 
cock, lawyer,  £20  ;  George  Hodge,  tailor,  £6  ;  Joel  Bart- 
lett,  weaver,  £6  ;  Robert  Breck,  trader,  £10  ;  Ezra  Clark, 
weaver,  tanner,  ferryman,  £10  ;  Joseph  Hutchins,  shoe- 
maker, £8  ;   Asa  Wright,  shoemaker,  £10  ;  John  Lyman, 
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£3.  Houses  were  valued  in  1761,  from  £2  to  £7  ;  barns  and 
shops,  at  50s.,  40s..  and  30s.  ;  home  lots  on  Hawley  Street, 
from  £3  to  £4  ;  on  Main  and  Pleasant  Streets,  £4  to  £7  ; 
on  South  Street,  at  £3.  The  best  meadow-land  was  valued 
at  65s.  per  acre,  and  varied  from  45s.  to  50s.,  and  on  South 
Street  at  40s.  per  acre.  Improved  uplands  were  commonly 
valued  at  20s.,  and  some  nearest  the  home  lots,  at  from  25s. 
to  30s.  Oxen  were  valued  at  40s.  each  ;  horses,  three  years 
old,  40s.  ;  cows,  three  years  old,  30s.  ;  swine,  one  year  old, 
8s.  ;  sheep  and  goats,  at  3s. 

A  Severe  Storm.  A  terrible  stomi  of  rain,  accompanied  by 
tliunder  and  lightning,  occurred  on  the  5"' 
of  July,  1769.  For  several  hours  the  rain  fell  in  torrents, 
and  the  meadows  were  covered  with  water  to  the  depth  of 
three  or  four  feet.  Much  damage  was  done  to  the  roads 
and  bridges,  and  large  quantities  of  hay  were  carried  off 
by  the  flood.  During  the  storm  the  house  of  Dea.  Jona- 
than Hunt  was  struck  by  lightning.  The  fluid  entered  at 
the  top  of  the  chimney,  and  descended  to  the  lower  floor, 
where  two  of  his  children.  Jonathan,  aged  15,  and  Thank- 
ful, aged  7,  were  standing.  Both  were  instantlj^  killed. 
The  house  was  but  slightly  damaged. 

An  Extensive  Flood.  January  of  the  following  year  was  made 
memorable  by  a  great  flood.  The  streams 
were  all  raised  above  their  banks,  and  many  bridges  were 
carried  away.  Dea.  Ebeuezer  Hunt,  who  occupied  the 
property  east  of  the  present  City  Hall,  extending  from 
Main  Street  to  Mill  River,  has  left  the  following  account 
of  it :  — 

"  Jany  7,  a  great  rain  with  South  wind,  the  Mill  river  broke  up.  and 
the  ice  canned  off  Lickingwater  bridge.  It  was  one  of  the  highest 
floods  that  anj-  person  remembers  in  Mill  River,  when  the  Great  River 
did  not  set  up.     It  was  soon  over  the  bank  in  my  home  lot." 

Within  a  few  days  a  town-meeting  was  held,  which  voted 
*'  almost  unanimously,"  to  rebuild  the  bridge,  as  the  records 
read,  "in  the  road  to  Lickingwater."  The  committee  was 
instructed  to  build  it  "  in  the  new  form  and  method  of  con- 
structing bridges  lately  gone  into  by  the  town."  A  foot- 
bridge was  constructed  for  use  while  the  other  was  in 
building:. 
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Patroiiiug  the  Meet-  Titliiiig-men  wGre  instructed  in  1769,  "to 
ing-House  on  Sun-  prevent  disorders  among  the  young  people 
and  children  in  time  of  worship  in  the 
house  of  God,  tho'  they  be  under  the  necessity  of  walking 
about  the  house  to  suppress  them."  Unruly  indeed  must 
have  been  the  young  provincials,  when  it  became  necessary 
to  order  the  meeting-house  to  be  patrolled  during  service  in 
order  to  keep  them  within  bounds.  From  the  numerous 
votes  passed,  and  by-laws  adopted  at  different  times  for 
their  regulation,  and  noted  in  these  pages,  it  may  be  safely 
inferred  that  the  young  in  those  days  had  no  very  great 
respect  for  sacred  things.  Apparently  the  good  people, 
while  they  insisted  that  every  one,  old  and  young,  should 
attend  public  worship,  did  not  impress  upon  their  children 
the  propriety  of  the  outward  observance  of  their  cherished 
ceremonials.  All  attempts  to  manage  the  younger  element 
in  the  meeting-house  seem  to  have  been  without  result. 
Three  years  after,  the  above  vote  was  renewed,  and  a  com- 
mittee chosen  to  draft  a  by-law  touching  this  matter,  but 
no  definite  action  by  it  is  apparent. 

Pascommuck  Peo-  For  Several  years  the  people  living  at  Pas- 
pie  want  Sabbath  commuck  and  Bartlett's  Mills  (Easthamp- 
ton),  had  been  agitating  the  question  of 
better  accommodations  on  the  Sabbath.  They  lived  at 
considerable  distance  from  the  center  of  the  town,  and 
many  times  in  the  year,  especially  during  the  winter 
mionths,  it  was  difficult  for  them  to  get  there  ;  the  meeting- 
house was  crowded,  and  they  desired  that  services  might 
be  held  in  their  vicinity.  Accordingly  in  1769,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  "  to  consult  and  agree  upon  some  meas- 
ures for  the  ease  and  relief  of  the  good  people  at  the  farms 
in  their  attendance  upon  the  public  worship  of  God  which 
they  are  desirous  of  &  have  motioned  it  to  the  town  to  con- 
sider of  at  this  time,"  and  to  report  at  some  future  meet- 
ing. At  a  meeting  held  in  March  of  the  following  year, 
the  committee  suggested  that  the  whole  matter  should  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  another  committee,  who  should  be 
instructed 

"to  view  the  situation  of  the  Said  Farmers  Settlements  &  also  the 
lands  in  those  parts  of  the  Town  which  are  Suitable  &  likely  soon  to  be 
settled  &  upon  such  general  view  to  pitch  upon  a  spot  for  a  meeting 
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house  to  accoiimiodate  such  Fanners  &  out  Settlements  &  that  when 
they  should  have  fixed  upon  the  spot  the  said  committee  should  make 
the  same  known  to  all  the  Inhabitants  living  at  such  farms  &  as  soon 
as  might  be  learn  from  the  said  Inhabitants  dwelling  at  the  places 
above  said  who  &  what  niimber  of  them  would  consent  to  assemble  at 
the  said  place  pitched  on  by  the  said  committee  for  a  meeting  house, 
provided  that  the  town  would  set  up  a  meeting  house  at  the  said  place 
at  the  expense  of  the  Town  &  also  grant  the  monies  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  winter  preaching  there." 

This  report  was  considered  and  accepted  and  a  committee 
of  five  persons  chosen  "for  the  service  proposed  in  said 
report.''  Nothing  satisfactory  seems  to  have  been  accom- 
plished at  this  time,  and  within  three  years  the  settlers  in 
that  section  petitioned  to  be  set  off  into  a  town  by  them- 
selves. 

"Lickingwater"        Tliis  year  a  log  school-house  was  built  "  on 
School.  the  south  side  of  Mill  river,  in  that  part  of 

the  town  called  '  Lickingwater.' "  Some 
opposition  was  manifested  and  an  unsuccessful  attempt 
was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  it  was  author- 
ized, but  a  school  was  established  there,  and  scholars  from 
Bartlett's  Mills  were  allowed  to  attend.  In  1771,  an  article 
was  inserted  in  the  warrant  for  the  May  meeting  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  allowing  females  to  attend  this  school. 
When  the  matter  came  up  in  the  meeting,  it  was  found 
that  those  who  "were  to  be  benefitted  by  it  did  not  desire 
it  and  it  was  dropt."  This  is  the  first  allusion  to  the  school- 
ing of  girls  upon  the  public  records.  The  building  must 
have  been  poorly  constructed,  as  the  next  year  it  seemed  to 
be  in  need  of  repairs,  but  the  town  refused  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation for  that  purpose,  though  in  1772  it  was  rough 
boarded  in  order  to  make  it  more  comfortable. 

Change  in  the  ses-      In  1770,    Col.  Israel  Williams  of  Deerfield 
sioas  of  the      presented  a  petition  for  the  approval  of  the 

County  Court.  .  •  i  •       ^t  •  i? 

town  concerning  a  change  m  the  sessions  ot 
the  court  in  Northampton  and  Springfield.  The  town 
acted  favorably  upon  it,  and  instructed  its  representative, 
Joseph  Hawley,  to  urge  the  matter  in  the  Legislature. 
This  petition  was  granted  by  the  General  Court,  and  an 
additional  term  of  the  Superior  Court  was  ordered  to  be 
holden  at  Northampton. 
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Right  of  southamp-     All  iiiquirj  was  ordered  into  the  right  of 
ton  to  the  inter-     Southampton  to  a  portion  of   the  interest 

est  of  the   School  ,  ,         ,  ,      ,  .  ,      ,  i       , 

Fund.  01^  i^he  school  money  belonging  to  the  town, 

which  had  been  regularly  paid  over  to  that 

district.     Apparentl}^  the  town  refused  to  pay  any  more  of 

it  to  Southampton,  as  no  more  such  payments  can  be  found 

upon  the  treasurer's  books. 

Several  Matters        Timothy  Dwiglit  and  othcrs  were  granted 
Adjusted.  the  privilege,  in  1771,  of  erecting  a  slaugh- 

ter-house on  the  town  land,  near  Aaron 
Kingsley's  tan-yard  pasture,  and  the  selectmen  were  author- 
ized to  procure  the  proper  and  necessary  tools  for  digging 
graves  and  put  them  into  the  hands  of  responsible  persons. 
The  town  also  ordered  the  prosecution  of  those  persons  who 
had  recently  brought  a  squaw  into  the  town,  unless  they 
would  refund  the  money  paid  out  on  her  behalf  during  her 
illness.  Surveyors  were  allowed  ''two  coppers  per  mile," 
when  obliged  to  go  to  distant  parts  of  the  town  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  official  duties.  At  the  same  time  it  was 
voted  not  to  build  a  school-house  at  Pascommuck. 

Westhatnpton  Pe-      In  1772,  settlci'S  ill  the  west  part  of  the  town 
titionsforaMin-      followed  the  example  of  Pascommuck  and 
sent  the  annexed  Petition  to  the  town  : 

"Northampton,  February  y^  25,  A.  D.  1773. 
"  To  the  Gentleme  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Northampton  assembled  and  meet  on  their  annual  March  meeting. 

"  The  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  west  or  Long  Division  So 
called  in  the  County  of  hampshire. 

"  humbly  shews  that  whereas  we  have  long  Laboured  under  the  un- 
happiness  of  being  So  Situate  in  our  Settlements  hear  in  the  woods  that 
we  cant  with  any  conveniance  injoy  many  of  the  previlidges  of  the 
town  for  which  we  have  heither  to  boorn  a  proportinable  part  ot  the 
charge  and  cost  viz  :  the  Support  of  the  Minister  of  the  gosple  and 
Schooling  of  children  which  we  cant  but  Look  upon  a  burden  two 
heavy  for  us  to  Bare  now  in  our  infant  State  of  begining. 

"  And  as  we  are  now  proposeing  a  meathod  for  our  releaf  with  re- 
spect to  haveing  the  gosjjle  preached  among  us  hear  in  the  neighbour- 
hood So  that  our  famalyes  may  take  the  benefit  thereof  —  in  which  pro- 
seedings  we  humbly  hope  and  trust  that  your  generossetyes  will  So 
fully  acquies  and  be  So  well  pleased  to  See  any  thing  Done  that  hath  a 
tendancy  to  promote  peace  and  good  order  and  Espetially  the  revival  of 
Decaying  religon  which  is  or  aught  to  be  much  Lemented  that  you  will 
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contribute  Sumthing  for  the  incorraigment  of  the  Same  Espeatially  if 
no  more  that  you  would  Grant  that  we  may  haue  our  minister  raits 
alowed  iis  that  we  Shall  be  the  better  able  to  Support  the  word  preacht 
among  our  Selves — and  that  you  would  order  Sumthing  relitive  to 
Schooling  as  you  in  your  wisdom  Shall  See  fit — the  other  things  we 
leav  at  your  Disscretion  nothing  Douting  but  you  will  grattify  us  in 
this  or  sum  other  way  as  may  be  tliot  proper  as  your  petitionors  Shew. 
•'  And  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  pray." 

This  document  was  signed  by  Josliua  Claflin  and  fifteen 
otlier  persons,  residents  in  that  section  of  the  town.  The 
above  modest  thougli  ill  spelled  request  was  granted  on 
condition  that  the  money  allowed  should  be  applied  to  pay 
for  preaching  among  themselves.  At  the  next  annual 
meeting  £8  were  appropriated  to  the  ''4  miles  of  Long 
Division  "  for  preaching.  Again  in  the  following  year  £9 
were  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  "■  Westhampton/'  viz.  : 
"those  who  live  on  Long  Division,  within  four  miles  east 
of  the  west  line  of  Division  for  preaching  and  schooling."' 
Though  the  name  Westhampton  is  upon  the  records,  the 
new  town  was  not  incorporated  till  four  years  after.  Every 
year  an  appropriation  was  made  ;  in  1776  one  of  £9,  and 
the  next  year  another  of  £15. 

A  Meeting  Protracted  In  1772,  the  Marcli  meeting  was  adjourned 
by  Adjournment.  fj-Qm  the  3^  to  the  23^  then  to  the  IS'''  of 
May,  and  then  to  the  first  Monday  in 
July.  These  meetings  were  mainly  occupied  with  the  lay- 
ing out  of  roads  and  the  settlement  of  damages.  While 
this  meeting  was  thus  carried  forward  by  adjournment, 
another  was  called  in  May  and  that  was  adjourned  till 
July  6'". 

The  Pauper  Ques-      Every  tovvu  eudeavored  to  relieve  itself  of 
tion  Agaiu.  ^he  care  of  ijaupers  whose  legal  settlement 

was  elsewhere,  and  summary  methods  of 
removal  were  often  used.  The  selectmen  in  1772  were 
''  desired  (as  occasion  may  from  time  to  time  require)  to 
use  their  Discretion  in  endeavoring  a  removal  of  all  such 
persons  who  have  no  legal  settlement  here  as  they  are  ap- 
prehensive may  become  chargeable  to  the  town  or  who  are 
likely  to  prove  bad  or  troublesome  neighbors,  altlio  they 
may  be  members  of  the  church  here."     Many  persons  had 
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been  "warned  out  of  town'"  at  different  times,  but  here 
was  a  vote  severing  their  connection  with  the  parish,  in 
spite  of  any  claim  they  might  have  upon  the  church. 
Paupers  were  given  to  understand  that  even  though  they 
might  be  church-members  in  good  and  regular  standing, 
they  were  not  to  be  encouraged.  Not  less  than  twenty 
persons  were  "warned  out  of  town'*  in  1741  and  1742,  and 
for  several  succeeding  years  the  number  was  scarcely  less. 
With  this  provision  of  the  law,  thoroughly  enforced,  it  is 
not  probable  that  Northampton  was  burdened  to  any  great 
extent  with  the  paupers  of  other  towns. 

Town  Indicted  for  Duriug  this  year  the  town  was  indicted  for 
Defective  Higii  defective  highways.  Joseph  Hawley  and 
'^^^^'  Timothy  Dwight  were  appointed  to  defend 

the  suit.  One  indictment  was  found  by  the  Grand  Jury  in 
August,  and  another  presentment  was  made  at  the  Novem- 
ber term  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace. 
The  cases  Avent  against  the  town,  and  fines  to  the  amount 
of  £9.9  were  paid. 

Wolves.  These  animals  were  becoming  very  numer- 

ous and  destructive,  and  a  bountj^  of  £3  for 
all  hunted  down  and  40s.  for  all  caught  in  traps,  was 
offered,  in  addition  to  the  bounty  paid  by  the  Province, 
provided  the  animals  were  killed  before  the  first  of  June. 

Pascommuck  School-  Whcu  tlic  towu  denied  the  petition  of  the 
House.  Pascommuck  settlers,  in  1771,  to  build  them 

a  school-house,  they  erected  one  at  their 
own  expense  the  following  year,  and  the  next  year  peti- 
tioned the  town  for  an  appropriation  towards  its  payment. 
This  request  was  granted,  and  the  town  paid  one  half  the 
cost  amounting  to  £7.1.9,  in  1775. 

Tiie  Village  Sets  up  Pascommuck,  tired  of  being  longer  de- 
for  Itself.  pendent  upon  the  parent  town,   and  dis- 

gusted with  the  treatment  its  requests  for 
school  and  ministerial  privileges  had  received,  sought  j^er- 
mission  in  1773,  to  set  up  for  itself.  After  a  favorable  re- 
port from  a  special  committee,  the  town  voted  to  make  no 
opposition  to    the    petitioners,    and    granted    them   £300 
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towards  building  a  meeting-house  and  settling  a  minister. 
The  boundary  lines  of  the  proposed  new  district,  which 
also  included  Bartlett\s  Mills,  were  designated  by  the  com- 
mittee and  accepted  by  the  town.  Tliis  line  as  reported 
extended  on  the  south  to  Connecticut  River,  and  included 
Mt.  Tom  and  the  land  east  of  it  to  the  river.  The  town, 
however,  voted  that  the  settlers  living  on  that  tract,  might 
remain  in  Northampton  "  if  they  continued  desirous  of  it." 
They  did  continue  desirous  of  it,  and  the  easterly  boundary 
of  the  new  town  was  run  west  of  the  mountain,  and  that 
is  the  reason  why  the  villages  of  Smiths  Ferry  and  Mt.  Tom 
still  remain  a  part  of  this  town.  In  June  the  petitioners 
again  came  before  the  town  asking  for  a  larger  appropria- 
tion and  increase  of  territory.  The  request  for  more 
money  was  negatived,  but  the  northern  boundary  was 
changed  so  as  to  include  much  more  land.  In  December, 
the  representative  in  the  General  Court  was  instructed  to 
"  use  his  best  endeavor"  to  procure  the  incorporation  of 
the  new  town.  In  January  of  the  following  year,  about  a 
dozen  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  northeasterly  part  of  South- 
ampton, petitioned  the  Legislature  to  be  set  off  with  the 
Pascommuck  settlers.  They  argued  that  they  lived  at  a 
great  distance  from  the  meeting-house  in  Southampton, 
and  that  they  were  very  "near  these  brethren"  who  de- 
sired to  be  incorporated  into  a  new  town.  They  disclaimed 
any  dislike  to  their  minister  or  any  disagreement  with  the 
other  inhabitants  of  the  district.  Southampton,  very  nat- 
urally, resisted  this  projected  dismemberment,  and  a  re- 
monstrance to  the  above  petition  was  forwarded  to  the  Leg- 
islature.    In  this  document  it  was  conteiided 

"that  the  westerly  part  of  Southampton  is  mountainance  and  bar- 
ren, that  most  of  the  lands  in  the  town  are  poor,  and  in  their  natural 
state  generally  sold  at  4s.  an  acre.  The  inhabitants  were  much  kept 
back  bj'  the  last  two  wars,  and  the  town  was  but  just  able  to  pay  public 
charges.  Some  who  dwelt  at  the  south  west  part  will  probably  soon  be 
joined  to  Norwich  or  Westfield.  and  have  already  concerted  measures  for 
that  purpose.  The  meeting  house  is  old.  and  a  new  one  must  be  built. 
If  the  petitioners  are  set  off,  there  will  be  great  difficulty  about  a  spot  for 
a  new  one.  The  petitioners  do  not  any  of  them  live  over  four  miles 
from  the  meeting  house,  and  the  roads  are  good,  and  they  have  some  of 
the  best  land  in  the  district.  They  also  intend  to  draw  away  others 
from  said  distric^t,  who  will  be  nearer  to  their  proposed  new  meeting 
house." 
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These  arguments  of  the  remonstrants  prevailed  for  the 
time  being,  and  not  till  after  the  Revolution  was  the  new 
district  established.  Considerable  feeling  was  manifested 
in  Southampton,  and  several  spicy  town-meetings  were 
held.  Jonathan  Judd  Jr.,  of  that  town,  son  of  the  minis- 
ter, has  the  following  entry  in  his  journal  on  the  22^  and 
23"  of  June  :  — 

"A  meeting  in  order  to  see  about  seting  off  the  North  Part  of  the 
District  *  *  After  the  matter  was  proposed  and  a  vote  had  like  to 
have  been  taken,  but  with  much  ado  it  was  put  by.  Capt.  Clapp  de- 
signed to  have  catched  us,  but  his  son  could  not  keep  it  to  himself."  In 
another  entry  of  January  3'^,  1774.  he  writes  : — "Town  meeting  about 
the  Designed  parish  to  the  N.  E.  Instructions  to  Major  Hawley  to  hin- 
der those  People  from  going  off  were  voted  for.  N-n  had  voted  for  him 
to  forward  their  going  off,i  those  People  much  engaged  to  go." 

Again  in  1781,  the  subject  was  in  agitation.  Mr.  Judd 
says,  August  13*''  : —  "Meeting  did  not  vote  off  the  North 
part  of  the  town."  The  next  year  Northampton  once  more 
voted  in  favor  of  establishing  the  new  town,  and  decided 
to  give  one  eighth  of  all  the  public  property  in  the  town, 
estimating  that  to  be  about  the  proportion  of  its  inhabi- 
tants that  would  be  included  within  the  boundary  lines  of 
the  new  settlement.  Three  years  however  elapsed  before 
Easthampton  was  incorporated. 

Jail  Ordered  to  be      No   placc  existed  in  Northampton  for  the 
Built.  proper  detention  of  criminals,  the  old  house 

of  correction,  erected  in  1707,  having  been 
sold  by  the  town  in  1760.  In  1772,  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  appointed  Major  Joseph  Hawley, 
Major  Timothy  Dwight,  Capt.  Solomon  Stoddard,  Lieut. 
Gideon  Clark,  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Allen,  a  committee  to  buy 
land  and  build  a  Jail  in  Northampton.  Work  was  com- 
menced on  the  structure  during  the  following  year.  They 
purchased  of  Asahel  Danks  and  wife  the  homestead  which 
had  belonged  to  Benjamin  Bartlett  (father  of  Danks'  wife), 
for  £110,  which  together  with  the  interest  brought  the 
amount  of  the  purchase  money  to  £119. 1<S.    This  was  a  por- 

1  Major  Hawley  was  at  this  time  representative  for  the  towns  of  Northampton 
and  Southampton.  One  year  he  received  instructions  from  Northampton  to  favor 
the  project  for  a  new  town,  and  the  next  year  he  was  requested  by  Southampton  to 
oppose  the  movement.  That  is.  Northampton  desired  him  to  favor  the  Pascommuck 
petiiion,  and  Southampton  instructed  him  to  oppose  the  division  of  that  town.  This 
latter  territory  was  known  as  "  Clapp's  Farms." 


1773]   POLITICAL   MATTERS— CENSUS— JAIL — NEW   TOWNS.    337 

tion  of  the  homestead  of  Robert  Bartlett,  one  of  tlie  first 
settlers,  and  was  situated  at  the  lower  end  of  Pleasant 
Street.  The  old  dwelling-house  was  moved  back  and  fitted 
up  for  the  use  of  the  jailer.  It  was  called  the  "  Mansion 
House,"  and  was  demolished  in  1833.  The  new  jail  was 
built  of  squared  logs  which  were  cut  on  the  commons  in 
the  west  part  of  the  town.  The  entire  cost  of  the  build- 
ing, including  interest,  was  £672,  equal  to  $2,240. 

Description  of" the      This  buildiug,  like  all  of  its  class  then  in 
New  Jail.  ^^gg^  ^^g  very  insecure,  and  from  it  many 

prisoners  escaped.  It  was  badly  constructed, 
although  in  all  probability  one  of  the  best  of  its  kind  in 
this  part  of  the  Province.  "  The  cells  were  scarce  four 
feet  high,  and  filled  with  the  noxious  gases  of  the  privy 
vaults  through  which  they  were  supposed  to  be  ventilated. 
Light  came  in  from  two  chinks  in  the  walls."  ^  The  noto- 
rious Stephen  Burroughs,  convicted  of  passing  counterfeit 
money,  was  removed  from  the  jail  in  Springfield  to  this 
one,  in  1796.  No  sooner  were  the  prisoners  placed  within 
the  building  than  they  began  the  work  of  breaking  out  of 
it.  On  the  night  that  Burroughs  had  been  placed  in  the 
gaol  at  Springfield,  several  prisoners  made  their  escape, 
consequently  he  was  removed.  Though  he  was  not  con- 
cerned in  the  Springfield  jail  delivery,  he  had  hardly 
reached  his  new  quarters  before  he  commenced  the  same 
game  himself.  His  first  attempt  was  by  undermining  the 
chimney,  but  he  was  caught  before  his  labors  were  com- 
pleted. A  short  time  after,  while  chained  to  the  floor,  he 
set  the  jail  on  fire  ;  on  still  another  occasion  in  company 
with  a  companion,  he  succeeded  in  digging  under  the 
foundation  of  the  building,  breaking  ground  outside  of  it 
onlj^  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  officers,  who  had  discov- 
ered the  attempt  and  were  waiting  to  greet  him,  - 

A  New  Jail  Built.      This   structurc    auswcred   its    purpose    for 

about  twenty-seven  years,  holding  securely 

all  prisoners  who  were  willing  to  remain  within  its  walls. 

In  the  year  1800  a  new  one  of  stone  was  built  on  its  site, 

1  McMaster's  History  of  the  American  People,  vol.  1,  p.  99. 

2  Life  of  Stephen  Burroughs. 
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forty  feet  long,  twenty-eight  feet  wide,  and  sixteen  feet 
high.  The  committee  charged  with  its  erection  were  Ebe- 
nezer  Mattoon  of  Amherst,  Charles  Phelps  of  Hadley,  and 
Josiah  Dickinson  of  Northampton.  It  cost  $5,183.85.  Per- 
sons now  living  who  remember  the  building,  state  that  it 
was  two  stories  in  height,  the  debtor's  room  being  on  the 
second  floor.  For  more  than  half  a  century  this  building 
was  in  use.  In  1853,  the  present  Jail  and  House  of  Correc- 
tion was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $49,000. 

Horse-Biocks.  Tlicsc  couvenieuces  are  first  noticed  upon 

the  records  in  1773,  when  a  suitable  num- 
ber were  ordered  to  be  set  up  near  the  meeting-house  "  for 
those  who  ride  to  meeting."  They  afterwards  became  fix- 
tures everywhere,  and  many  other  votes  are  recorded  con- 
cerning them.  ^ 

Subscription  for  Boun-     In  Marcli,  the  towu  voted  the  usual  pre- 
ty  on  Wolves.  mium  of  £3  for  every  wolf  killed,  in  addi- 

tion to  the  same  amount  established  by 
law.  But  certain  of  the  citizens  "being  apprehensive  that 
the  raising  of  the  premium  about  five  or  six  pounds  more 
*  *  *  would  be  vastly  beneficial  to  the  town  &  particu- 
larly to  the  owners  of  the  sheep  therein,  as  it  would  tend 
greatly  &  might  be  the  means  of  their  preservation  *  * 
by  encouraging  persons  skilled  that  way  &  others  to  em- 
ploy a  much  greater  portion  of  their  time  than  they  have 
been  able  heretofore  to  do  in  hunting,  killing  &  driving 
them  away  out  of  town,"  circulated  a  subscription  paper 
and  raised  £3.7.6  to  be  added  to  the  premiums  already 
offered.  Twenty-seven  names  are  appended  to  this  paper. 
No  one  gave  more  than  4s.,  and  none  less  than  Is.  These 
twenty-seven  names  represent,  undoubtedly,  the  owners  of 
the  largest  flocks  of  sheep  in  town. 

Manufacture  of         One  of  the  earliest  attempts  at  manufactur- 
Pottery.  {^g  j^  Northampton,  of  which  any  record 

has  been  found,  was  pottery.  It  was  estab- 
lished by  Capt.  Jonathan  Hale,  who  came  here  from  Had- 

1  In  the  latter  part  of  the  18""  century,  horse-blocks  were  very  common  through- 
out the  town.  In  South  Street  one  could  be  found  at  nearly  every  house  on  both 
sides  of  the  street.  Some  were  made  of  boards  and  plank  and  slit  work,  or  of  large 
timbers  ;  others  were  simply  a  log  squared,  with  steps  cut  at  one  side. 
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lej''  in  1773.  He  lived  on  Bridge  Street,  and  his  factory  was 
at  the  rear  of  his  home  lot.  Clay  was  obtained  on  the  bank 
of  the  Connecticut  River  above  and  below  the  location  of 
the  present  bridges.  He  died  in  1776,  and  Ebenezer  Gibbs 
succeeded  to  the  business.  Gibbs  came  from  Chatham,  and 
obtained  a  portion  of  the  clay  he  used  from  "Clay  hill" 
beyond  West  Street  bridge.  The  business  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Dea.  Ebenezer  Hunt,  in  1779,  and  he  carried  it 
on  for  several  years. 

Articles  Manufac-      Coarse  red  pottery,  partially  glazed,  seems 
*"''®^-  to  have  been  the  output  of  this  small  estab- 

lishment. It  consisted  of  pots,  pans,  pitch- 
ers, platters,  pudding  dishes,  jugs,  bowls,  etc.,  which  were 
sold  by  peddlers  throughout  the  county.  Considerable 
business  was  done  in  this  line  by  Dea.  Hunt,  who  purchased 
the  tools  of  Samuel  Parsons.  It  is  not  known  what  became 
of  the  industry,  though  in  all  probability,  during  the  un- 
settled times  that  preceded  and  followed  the  Revolution, 
the  demand  for  the  product  ceased,  and  the  business  died 
out.  It  is  not  certainly  known  where  Dea.  Hunt  manufac- 
tured the  goods,  whether  at  the  old  stand  on  Bridge  Street, 
or  elsewhere.  Everything  was  shaped  by  hand  and  little 
machinery  used. 

Orders  to  the  se-      The  next  year  the  selectmen  were  ordered 
lectmen.  ^q  provide  a  place  where  the  bier  could  be 

housed,  to  repair  the  wall  about  the  bury- 
ing yai-d,  and  to  procure  and  set  out  trees  at  convenient  dis- 
tances around  the  same.  These  trees  were  set  out  at  a  cost 
of  IDs.,  and  in  a  year  or  two  all  that  had  died  were  re- 
placed. The  selectmen  were  also  ordered  "  as  often  as  once 
a  quarter  to  visit  tlie  Several  Schools  in  the  body  of  the 
Town,  &  examine  into  the  State  of  them  &  make  Such 
orders  &  give  Such  directions  respecting  their  Instruction 
&  management  of  them  as  Shall  appear  proper." 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 


REVOLUTION — PRELIMINARY  EVENTS. 

Irritating  Move-  From  tliis  time  oiiwarcl  Gveiits  wliicli  forced 
mentsbythe  tlie  Outbreak  of  the  Revolution  rapidly  cul- 
ment.  miiiated.      To  some  of   the  measures  sub- 

mitted to  the  people  and  their  action  there- 
on, reference  has  previously  been  made.  It  remains,  there- 
fore, but  to  relate  such  other  facts  as  will  lead  at  least  to  a 
partial  understanding  of  the  few  local  votes  which  bear 
upon  the  political  situation.  For  years  there  was  constant 
friction  between  the  Province  and  the  home  government. 
During  the  incumbency  of  Gov.  Hutchinson,  the  breach 
became  wider  and  wider.  The  colony  in  its  determination 
to  uphold  its  rights  and  privileges  fearlessly  resisted  the 
oppressive  acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  while  the  latter, 
insisting  upon  its  paramount  authority  over  the  settlements 
in  North  America,  drew  closer  and  tighter  the  bonds  of 
government.  The  command  of  the  King  in  17?0,  remov- 
ing the  sessions  of  the  General  Court  from  Boston  to  Cam- 
bridge, in  order  to  "separate  the  country  representatives 
from  the  Boston  faction,"  was  the  source  of  constant  irrita- 
tion. Many  petitions  from  the  Legislature,  demanding  as 
a  right  the  privilege  of  holding  its  sessions  in  Boston,  were 
refused  by  the  Governor,  and  very  little  legislation  except 
such  as  was  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  on  the  govern- 
ment, or  strengthen  the  people  in  their  determination  to 
resist  parliamentary  aggression,  was  accomplished. 

Mr.  Hawiey  offers      Another  grievance  manifested  itsclf  wlieii 

Resolutions  of  Pro-      the  King  established  and  paid  the  salary 

of  the  Governor.     A  series  of  resolutions, 

offered  by  Major  Hawiey,  stigmatizing  this  act  as  an  "in- 
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fraction  upon  the  rights  granted  the  inhabitants  by  the 
royal  charter,"  was  adopted  by  the  Legishiture  by  a  vote 
of  eighty-five  to  nineteen.  This  was  soon  followed  by  a 
provision  fixing  and  paying  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of 
the  courts  from  the  royal  coffers.  When  this  last  measure 
was  promulgated  the  Legislature  was  not  in  session.  The 
patriots  of  Boston  called  a  town-meeting  and  petitioned  the 
Governor  to  refer  the  whole  matter  of  salaries  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court.  Gov.  Hutchinson  not  only  refused  to  grant 
this  request,  but  declined  to  convene  the  Legislature  in  De- 
cember, to  which  time  it  had  been  prorogued.  From  this 
action  was  evolved  the  first  of  those  movements  which  re- 
sulted in  the  American  Revolution.  Boston  immediately 
appointed  a  committee  of  correspondence,  consisting  of 
twenty-one  persons.  Among  other  measures  adopted  by 
this  committee  to  acquaint  the  people  with  the  facts,  was  a 
letter  sent  to  each  town  in  the  Province,  in  which  the  posi- 
tion of  affairs  was  clearly  stated,  and  a  request  made  that 
each  should  give  an  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  situa- 
tion. A  response  to  this  stirring  appeal  was  made  by 
nearly  all  the  towns  during  the  fall  and  winter  of  1772. 
Northampton,  however,  seems  to  have  been  among  those" 
towns  which  failed  to  notice  the  letter.  "  On  Monday,  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  December,"  says  Bancroft,  "towns 
were  in  session  from  the  Kennebec  to  Buzzard's  Bay."  The 
people  of  Northampton  were  convened  in  town-meeting  on 
that  day,  but  no  words  of  response  to  the  suggestions  of 
their  compatriots  were  pronounced  therein.  From  all  parts 
of  the  Province  came  patriotic  responses  to  the  earnest  ap- 
peal of  the  people  of  Boston,  but  the  home  <jf  Hawley  was 
silent.  Throughout  the  year  town-meetings  were  held 
here,  but  never  a  word  emanated  from  any  of  them  to  stir 
the  hearts  of  the  patriots  or  to  encourage  or  uphold  the 
union  against  British  tyranny  and  oppression.  If  any 
action  was  had  it  must  have  been  at  a  special  gathering 
called  for  the  purpose  without  a  warrant  ;  a  meeting  of 
which  no  record  has  been  preserved.  This  appeal  to  the 
towns  and  the  almost  absolute  unanimity  of  their  replies  is 
a  noteworthy  fact.  Historians  quote  and  dwell  with  satis- 
faction upon  their  ringing  utterances,  but  alas  I  nowhere  is 
the  name  of  Northampton  mentioned.  The  conclusion 
cannot  be  avoided  that  she,  though  one  of  her  sons  was 
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foremost  among  the  leaders  of  the  movement,  made  no 
sign.  Not  only  were  the  towns  very  nearly  of  one  mind 
in  their  decision  to  resist  the  unsatisfactory  laws  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  before  spring,  in  most  of  them  committees  of 
correspondence  had  been  established.  In  this  as  well  as  in 
committing  herself  to  the  cause  of  freedom,  Northampton 
was  again  dilatory,  and  for  more  than  a  twelvemonth  noth- 
ing of  the  kind  was  accomplished  here. 

No  more  Tea  Allowed.  During  the  followiug  year  came  the  at- 
tempt to  force  upon  the  colonies  the  Tea 
of  the  East  India  Tea  Company,  which  the  American 
merchants  had  already  refused  to  import.  But  the  people 
would  have  none  of  it,  and  successfully  resisted  the  at- 
tempt to  pour  it  down  their  throats.  From  some  ports  the 
tea  ships  were  compelled  to  return  with  their  cargoes  un- 
disturbed. In  Boston  after  the  "  tea  party  "  in  the  harbor, 
in  December,  1773,  no  cargo  remained  for  them  to  carry 
away. 

British  Troops  Sent  Geu.  Thomas  Gage,  who  had  for  twelve 
to  Support  Gage.  years  Commanded  the  British  forces  in 
America,  was  appointed  Governor  of  the 
Province  in  1774,  and  four  regiments  were  sent  over  to  en- 
force the  orders  of  Parliament.  He  arrived  in  May,  and 
was  received  with  the  usual  civil  and  military  demonstra- 
tions. Convening  at  its  usual  time,  the  General  Court 
assembled  the  same  month,  and  the  new  Governor  ordered 
that  its  sessions  should  be  held  at  Salem.  A  series  of  reso- 
lutions were  adopted  recommending  a  "congress  of  depu- 
ties from  the  several  houses  of  assembly  on  the  continent," 
urging  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  to  dispense  with 
India  Teas,  and  to  discountenance  altogether  the  use  of 
goods  and  manufactures  imported  from  Great  Britain.  Im- 
mediately the  Governor  dissolved  the  court,  and  that  was 
the  last  Legislature  convened  in  Massachusetts  under  the 
authority  of  the  King  of  England. 

The  "Boston  Port  Early  iu  1774,  in  order  to  punish  that  rebel- 
Bin  "  and  other  Hous  city  for  the  dostructiou  of  so  much 
^°^^-  good  tea,  the  "Boston  Port  Bill"*  was  en- 

acted.    It  went  into  effect  on  the  first  of  June.    Before  mid- 
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Slimmer  all  business  in  the  city  was  completely  para- 
lyzed, and  great  suffering  ensued.  The  Legislature  in  ses- 
sion on  the  17""  of  June,  resolved  that  the  towns  of  Boston 
and  Charlestown,  "suffering  under  the  hand  of  power  by 
the  shutting  up  of  the  harbor  by  an  armed  force,"  ought 
to  be  relieved,  and  recommended  "to  all  more  especially 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  to  afford  them  speedy  and 
constant  relief  in  such  a  way  and  manner  as  shall  be  suita- 
ble to  their  circumstances."  Afterwards  the  Provincial 
Congress  passed  resolutions  soliciting  aid  from  all  sections 
of  the  country.  The  response  was  speedy  and  gratifying 
and  substantial.  From  the  eastern  part  of  the  Province 
much  was  donated,  but  in  Western  Massachusetts  the 
amount  was  not  large.  Hatfield  and  one  or  two  other 
towns  answered  the  appeal,  but  Northampton  was  unre- 
sponsive. It  was  not  till  December  that  the  subject  came 
before  the  town  at  all.  At  that  time  a  committee  of  twelve 
persons  was  appointed  "to  receive,  preserve  &  convey 
Silch  articles  as  Shall  be  contributed  by  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Town  for  the  relief  of  their  Suffering  brethren  in  the 
Towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown."  Another  committee 
was  also  chosen  "  to  consider  the  proper  method  to  effect 
said  contribution."  With  this  elaborate  preparation  a  lib- 
eral gift  was  to  be  anticipated.  But  it  proved  to  be  only  a 
shadow  of  generosity.  To  the  lasting  discredit  of  our 
beautiful  town,  it  must  be  said  that  not  a  penny  was  col- 
lected. Lists  of  all  the  contributions  have  been  published, 
as  well  as  the  correspondence  between  the  Boston  commit- 
tee and  the  town  authorities,  but  the  name  of  Northampton 
nowhere  appears. 

Commercial  No n-      A  meeting  was  held  in  Northampton  June 
intemourse  with      Iq^^' ^  Called  probably  without  a  warrant,  to 
°^ '^"  '  consider    the   "covenant   sent   out  by   the 

committee  of  correspondence  of  Boston,"  regarding  the 
proposition  "to  suspend  all  commercial  intercourse  with 
England  and  forgoe  the  use  of  all  British  merchandise." 
After  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  question,  the  meeting  adjourned  for  two  weeks.  The 
response  of  Northampton  can  only  be  conjectured,  as  no 
record  of  the  meeting  has  come  to  light.     This  covenant 
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"was  sent  to  all  tlie  towns  in  the  Province,  and  the  names  of 
those  who  refused  to  sign  it  were  to  be  published.  Opposi- 
tion to  this  measure  developed  in  some  of  the  towns,  and  it 
is  possible  that  Northampton  did  not  respond  favorably. 
Mr.  Judd  of  Southampton  in  his  diary,  quotes  Major 
Hawley  as  "not  for  signing  these  covenants."  A  similar 
meeting  was  held  in  Southampton,  and  Mr.  Judd  thus  com- 
ments upon  the  affair  :  "  The  People  are  raised  in  Temper 
not  a  little  here  and  all  around  us.  This  Covenant  a  bad 
thing."  Southampton,  however,  voted  in  favor  of  it,  and 
it  may  be  possible  that  Northampton  did  also,  but  no  diary 
remains  in  which  its  decision  is  embalmed. 

other  Obnoxious       Almost  simultaneously  with  the  Boston  Port 
Laws.  gill  were  enacted  other  equally  obnoxious 

laws  for  the  "better  regulation  of  the  gov- 
ernnaent  of  Massachusetts  Bay."  As  an  act  of  retaliation 
against  the  General  Court,  Parliament  took  from  it  the 
power  to  assist  in  the  choice  of  Councillors.  Henceforth 
they  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  King,  and  were  known  as 
the  "  Mandamus  Councillors."  To  bring  the  people  more 
directly  under  the  control  of  the  executive,  all  town- 
meetings  were  abolished,  except  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
municipal  officers,  though  some  might  be  licensed  by  the 
Governor  for  a  stated  purpose.  In  order  to  concentrate  all 
judicial  authority  in  the  hands  of  the  government,  on  the 
Governor  was  conferred  the  power  of  appointing  Judges, 
as  well  as  that  of  appointing  and  removing  Sheriffs  ;  and 
to  the  latter  was  entrusted  the  authority  of  returning 
jurors,  who  had  heretofore  been  chosen  by  the  towns.  For 
the  enforcement  of  these  laws,  acts  were  passed  providing 
for  the  quartering  of  troops  upon  the  inhabitants  in  any 
part  of  the  country.  Provision  was  also  made  for  the 
transportation  of  criminals  charged  with  capital  offences, 
committed  in  support  of  the  royal  authority,  to  Nova 
Scotia  or  England  for  trial.  Another  act,  previously 
passed,  which  the  General  Court  protested  against  in  vain, 
provided  that  the  salaries  of  the  Governor  and  Judges  of 
the  courts  should  be  paid  from  the  royal  treasury.  Colo- 
nial revenue  went  into  the  hands  of  the  King's  officers  to 
be  disbursed  in  accordance  with  the  royal  will.     Thus  was 
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the  charter  abrogated  witlioiit  the  sem))lance  of  legal 
authority.  One  by  one  the  cherished  privileges  of  the  peo- 
ple were  rent  away  and  all  power  was  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  their  oppressors.  In  resisting  these  acts  of  despotism 
the  colonies  believed  themselves  abundantly  justified. 
Especially  they  resented  those  acts  that  concentrated  the 
judicial  machinery  of  the  colony  in  the  control  of  an  exec- 
utive appointed  by  the  power  that  forced  upon  them  these 
unsatisfactory  laws. 

The  County  Courts  Believing  that  a  judiciary,  appointed  and 
to  be  stopped.  held  In  power  "by  any  other  tenure  than 
that  which  the  charter  and  the  laws  of  the 
Province  direct,  must  be  considered  as  under  undue  influ- 
ence, and  therefore  unconstitutional," '  the  people  took 
council  together  in  reference  to  a  further  continuance  of 
the  County  Courts,  and  resolved  to  stop  them.  A  conven- 
tion was  held  at  Hadley,  on  the  26"'  of  August,  to  "  consult 
about  the  courts  going  on."'  ^  This  was  the  first  convention 
held  in  Hampshire  County,  but  no  report  of  its  proceed- 
ings has  been  preserved.  Mr.  Judd  has  several  allusions  to 
this  gathering  and  its  object.  On  the  25"*,  he  writes: 
"  Western  towns  which  are  made  up  principally  of  emi- 
grants from  Connecticut  are  zealous  for  stoyjing  the  courts." 
Again  on  the  27"',  the  day  after  the  convention,  he  says  : 
"the  Congress  are  all  except  3  of  the  western  towns  for 
not  stoping  the  court,"  and  on  the  28""  he  adds  :  —  "  proba- 
bly the  court  will  be  stopt,  great  zeal  in  the  west."  Through 
the  influence  of  this  convention  the  first  attempt  to  inter- 
fere with  the  courts  in  this  county  was  made.  The  conven- 
tion was  divided  in  sentiment  and  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  interview  the  court  and  prevent  its  session  if  it 
proposed  to  act  under  the  new  establishment.  But  the 
more  excitable  among  the  people  decided  that  there  should 
be  no  judicial  proceedings  under  either  establishment.  The 
regular  session  of  the  County  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace,  occurred  at  Springfield,  August  30"'.  Deter- 
mined to  prevent  its  sitting,  the  people  gathered  there  in 
crowds.  Mr.  Judd  thus  alludes  to  this  affair:  —  "Vast 
numbers  gone  from  the  West  by  way  of  Westfield,"  and 

1  Journal  Provincial  Congress. 

2  Judd's  Diary. 
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on  the  next  day  he  has  the  following  entry  :  —  "  hear  this 
Morning  that  3  or  4000  People  were  collected  that  they 
would  not  let  the  court  sit.  Afterwards  they  trimmed 
some  of  the  court  all  opposition  was  in  vain  every  Body 
submitted  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  Mob — Now  we  are 
reduced  to  a  State  of  Anarchy,  have  neither  Law  nor  any 
other  Rule  except  the  Law  of  Nature  which  [is]  much 
vitiated  and  Darkened  to  go  by,"  Other  authorities  repre- 
sent that  not  over  one  thousand  persons  were  present.  At 
a  signal  from  the  West  Springfield  bell,  a  body  of  men 
marched  into  the  town  and  took  possession  of  the  court- 
house steps,  prominent  among  them  being  the  committee 
from  the  Hadley  convention. 

Proceedings  of  the     The  after  proceedings  of  the  mob  are  graph- 
Mob  described  by     ically  sketched  in  the  annexed  letter  from 
Joseph  Clarke  of   Northampton,  law  part- 
ner of  Major  Joseph  Hawley,  who  was  an  eye-witness  of 
the  affair  :  — 

"Springfield,  Aug.  30"',  1774. 

*  *  *  "  Y^Q  arrived  in  town  aboiat  noon  this  day  and  found  all  the 
people  gathered  before  us.  A  committee  from  the  body  of  the  county 
had  just  waited  upon  the  covirt  to  demand  a  satisfactorj'  answer,  that 
is,  whether  they  meant  to  hold  their  commissions  and  exercise  their 
authority  according  to  the  new  act  of  parliament  for  altering  the  con- 
stitution of  the  province,  which  being  answered  in  the  negative,  It 
was  put  to  vote  after  the  S"^  message  &  answer  were  read  to  the  people 
assembled  before  the  meeting  house,  whether  they  were  willing  the 
Court  should  sit ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

"  Then  the  people  paraded  before  Mr.  Parsons's^  from  thence  marched 
back  again  to  the  meeting-house  and  demanded  the  appearance  of  the 
judges.  The  judges  came  according  to  desire,  and  amidst  the  Crowd  in 
a  sandy,  sultry  place,  exposed  to  the  sun  as  far  as  they  were  able  in  such 
circumstances,  gave  a  reasonable,  &,  to  the  major  part,  a  satisfactory 
answer  to  such  qiaestions  as  were  asked. 

"It  was  also  demanded  of  them  that  they  should  make  a  declaration 
in  writing,  signed  by  all  the  justices  and  lawyers  in  the  County,  re- 
noimcing  in  the  most  express  terms  any  commission  which  should  be 
given  out  to  them  or  either  of  them  under  the  new  arrangement,  which 
was  immediately  complied  with  and  executed  accordingly. 

1  Mr.  Parsons  was  Landlord  Parsons,  famous  throughout  the  valley,  who  kept  the 
tavern  which  stood  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  present  Court-House  square,  in 
Springfield.  The  large  elm  still  standing  there  was  so  near  the  veranda  that  there 
was  barely  room  for  the  passage  of  the  stage-coach.  Mr.  Parsons  was  licensed  as  an 
innholder  in  1773,  and  was  still  at  his  post  in  178(3. 
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"The  People  then  reassembled  before  Mr.  Parsons's  house.  Your 
uncle  Catlin^  falling  into  a  personal  quarrel,  at  length  gained  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people.  They  considered  him  as  an  object  worthy  of  their 
malice,  as  he  was  an  officer  of  the  coiart.  He  was  treated  with  candor 
and  too  mildly  to  make  any  complaint.  His  boasted  heroism  failed 
him  in  the  day  of  trial,  and  vanished  like  a  puf  of  smoak.  He  and  O. 
Warner,  who  came  to  his  assistance  in  the  quarrel,  made  such  declara- 
tions as  were  requested  of  them,  and  then  were  dismissed,  unhurt,  and 
in  peace.  Your  uncle  may  say  what  he  pleases  with  regard  to  their 
abuse  of  him,  but  I  was  an  eye  witness  to  the  whole,  and  you  I  believe 
will  be  satisfied  that  no  abuse  was  intended  when  I  tell  you  what  easy 
terms  they  requested  &  were  satisfied  with,  namely,  only  a  declaration 
that  he  would  not  hold  any  office  under  the  new  act  of  parliament. 

"Col.  Worthington-  was  next  brought  iipon  the  board.  The  sight  of 
him  flashed  lightning  from  their  eyes.  Their  spirits  were  already 
raised  and  the  sight  of  this  object  gave  them  additional  force.  He  had 
not  refused  his  new  office  of  counsellor.  For  that  reason  especially  he 
was  very  obnoxious.  But  the  people  kept  their  tempers.  He  attempted 
to  harangue  them  in  mittagation  of  his  conduct,  but  he  was  soon 
obliged  to  desist.  The  people  were  not  to  be  dallied  with.  Nothing 
would  satisfy  them  but  a  reniuiciation  in  writing  of  his  office  as  Coun- 
sellor and  a  recantation  of  his  address  to  Gov.  Gage,  which  last  was 
likewise  signed  by  Jona.  Bliss  &  Caleb  Strong,  Jun. 

"Jonathan  Bliss  next  came  upon  the  floor,  he  was  very  humble  and 
the  people  were  very  credulous.  He  asked  their  pardon  for  all  he  had 
said  or  done  which  was  contrary  to  their  opinions  ;  and  as  he  depended 
for  his  support  upon  the  people,  he  beged  to  stand  well  in  their  favor. 

"Mr.  Moses  Bliss^  was  brought  into  the  ring,  Imt  the  accusation 
against  him  was  not  well  supported,  and  he  passed  off  in  silence.  The 
Sheriff  was  the  next  who  was  demanded  ;  he  accordingly  appeared. 
He  was  charged  with  saying  some  imprudent  things,  but  none  of  them 
were  proved,  &  he  departed.  But  he  was  humbled.  Col.  Williams* 
took  the  next  tui*n.  He  went  round  the  ring  and  vindicated  himself 
from  some  accusations  thrown  upon  him  and  denied  some  things  that 
were  laid  to  his  charge. 

"He  declared  in  my  lieai'ing  that  'altho'  he  had  heretofore  differed 
from  tlie  people  in  opinion  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  obtaining  redress, 
he  would,  hereafter,  heartily  acquiesce  in  any  measures,  that  they 
should  take  for  that  purpose,  and  join  with  them  in  the  common  cause. 
He  considered  his  interest  as  embarked  in  the  same  bottom  with  theirs, 
and  hoped  to  leave  it  in  peace  to  his  Children.' 

1  Col.  Catlin  was  Major  Catlin  of  Deerfleld,  a  noted  tory,  who  had  likewise  suffered 
for  his  adherence  to  royalty. 

2  Col.  Worthiiigtou  was  Hon.  John  Worthiugton  of  Springfield,  a  celebrated  law- 
yer and  an  ardent  loyali.st.  He  had  been  appointed  one  of  the  Mandamus  Council- 
lors by  Gov.  Gage,  but  never  took  the  oath  of  office.  He  was  a  man  of  great  influ- 
ence, and  an  able  lawyer,  but  retired  to  private  life  after  the  Revolution. 

3  Jonathan  and  Moses  Bliss  were  eminent  lawyers  of  Springfield. 

4  Col.  Williams,  was  undoubtedly  Col.  Israel  Williams  of  Hatfield,  who  had 
already  been  dealt  with  for  toryism. 
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"Capt.  Merrick  of  Munson  was  next  treated  with  for  uttering  impru- 
dent expressions.  I  thought  they  would  have  tarred  &  feathered  him, 
and  I  thought  he  almost  deserved  it.  He  was  very  stubborn,  as  long  as 
he  dare  be,  but  at  length  he  made  some  concessions.  But  not  till  after 
they  had  carted  him.  No  man  received  the  least  injury,  but  the  strict- 
est order  of  justice  were  observed.  The  people  to  their  honor  behaved 
with  the  greatest  order  &  regularity,  a  few  individuals  excepted,  and 
avoided,  as  much  as  possible,  confusion. 

"The  people  of  each  town  being  drawn  into  separate  companies 
marched  with  staves  &  musick.  The  trumpets  sounding,  drums  beat- 
ing, fifes  playing  and  Colours  flying,  struck  the  passions  of  the  soul 
into  a  proper  tone,  and  inspired  martial  courage  into  each. 

"  I  kept  all  the  time  amongst  the  people,  and  observed  their  temper 
and  dispositions,  which  I  shall  be  better  able  to  inform  by  word  of 
mouth  than  otherwise. 

"Another  incident  I  will  relate  and  then  I  have  done.  Mr.  Stearns, 
by  imprudent  expressions,  raised  their  indignation.  They  marched  in 
a  body  to  Col.  Worthington's  and  demanded  him.  Mrs.  Worthington 
assured  them  he  was  not  in  the  house.  But  they  were  by  no  means 
satisfied.  They  entered  the  house.  She  was  fright,  delivered  up  all 
her  keys,  begged  of  them  to  accept  of  their  property,  but  spare  their 
lives,  and  took  her  two  youngest  daughters  in  her  arms  and  fled  out 
into  the  fields.  The  people  searched  the  house,  but  not  finding  Stearns 
they  returned  peaceably. 

"The  people  will  probably  be  condemned  for  preventing  the  sitting 
of  the  court  but  their  conduct  yet  is  comendable.  I  wait  till  morning, 
hope  nothing  will  be  transacted  rashly  tonight,  for  it  is  given  out  by 
the  fearful  that  there  is  a  number  looking — "^ 

No  Court  in  North-     No  sessioH  of  tlie  Supreme  Court  was  held 
ampton.  ^t   Northampton,    in   April,    1774.      Judge 

Gushing  was  sick  and  "Judge  Oliver  may 
not  sit.  The  Grand  Jury  had  prepared  something  against 
him  if  he  had  appeared  in  the  county.'' =^  The  Supreme 
Court  under  the  old  regime  sat  for  the  last  time  in  North- 
ampton in  the  Spring  of  that  year.  Apparently  no  open 
demonstration  against  holding  a  court  was  made  here,  but 
circumstances  rendered  its  session  inexpedient. 

Committee  of  corre-     On  the  13'*'  of  September,  the  first  Com- 

spondence  Chosen,     mittec  of  Correspondence  was  chosen.     It 

was  not  appointed   at  a  regularly  called 

town-meeting,  or  if  so,  no  record  was  made  of  the  transac- 

1    This  portion  of  Clark's  letter  is  quoted  in  a  letter  by  C.  L.  Shaw  of  Astoria,  N. 
Y.,  in  Hampshire  Gazette,  Jan.  19,  1K94. 
3    Diary  of  Jonathan  Judd  Jr. 
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tion.  This  cominittee  was  composed  of  the  foHowing 
named  persons  :  —  Joseph  Hawley,  Seth  Pomeroy,  Josiah 
Clark  Jr.,  Benjamin  Slieldon  Jr.,  Elias  Lyman,  Elijah 
Hunt,  Caleb  Strong  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Hunt  Jr.,  Ephraim 
Wright,  Levi  Shepherd,  Robert  Breck,  Martin  Phelps, 
Elijah  Clark,  Samuel  Clarke,  Abner  Barnard,  Joseph  Ly- 
man. In  May  following,  Quartus  Pomeroy,  John  Lyman 
and  Jacob  Parsons,  were  added. 

Conventions  to  stir  Efforts  wcre  made  during  the  year  to  con- 
up  the  People.  centrate  public  opinion  by  means  of  conven- 
tions or  Congresses,  as  they  were  termed, 
in  the  several  counties.  The  first  of  these  gatherings  was 
at  Stockbridge  in  the  County  of  Berkshire,  in  July.  In 
the  months  of  August  and  September,  seven  other  similar 
meetings  were  held  in  as  many  different  counties.  In  all 
of  them  a  bold  and  decided  stand  was  taken  upon  the 
questions  at  issue,  and  their  vigorous  language  indicated  in 
no  uncertain  tones  the  state  of  public  opinion.  About  the 
miiddle  of  September,  a  call  was  issued  by  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  Northampton  and  Springfield  for  a  convention  to 
assemble  here  on  the  22''  of  the  month.  Letters  of  invita- 
tion were  sent  to  the  several  towns  by  special  messengers. 
Asahel  Pomeroy  carried  the  summons  to  Sunderland,  Mon- 
tague, Northfield,  and  other  river  and  adjacent  towns, 
while  Seth  Clapp  notified  those  in  the  hill  regions.  Every 
town  in  the  county  was  represented  except  Charlemont  and 
Southwick.  On  the  3P^  Northampton  made  choice  of  the 
following  delegates  :  —  Joseph  Hawley,  Ezra  Clark,  Josiah 
Clark  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Hunt  Jr.,  and  Ephraim  Wright. 

A.  Convention  in  The  convcution  met  in  Northampton  at  the 
Northampton.  time  indicated  :  Timothy  Danielson  of  Brim- 
field  was  chosen  chairman  and  Ebenezer 
Hunt  Jr.  of  Northampton,  clerk.  After  a  full  and  free 
discussion  of  the  late  acts  of  the  British  Parliament  for 
taxing  the  American  Colonies,  and  for  subverting  the  con- 
stitution of  this  Province,  a  committee  of  nine  persons  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  whole  subject  and  report.  The 
convention  then  adjourned  till  the  next  day,  when  the  com- 
mittee rej)orted  as  follows  :  — 

"  As  they  are  not  able  to  make  any  resolves  respecting  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people  of  this  province,  more  agreeable  to  their  own 
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sentiments  than  such  as  have  been  made  by  their  brethren  in  the  other 
counties,  [they]  do,  on  mature  deliberation,  make  the  following,  for  the 
most  part  similar  to  theirs,  viz  :  — 

"1.  That  as  true  and  loyal  subjects  of  George  the  third,  King  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.,  we  by  no  means  intend  to  withdraw  our  allegiance 
from  him,  so  long  as  he  will  defend  and  protect  us  in  the  free  and  full 
exercise  and  enjoyment  of  our  charter  rights  and  liberties. 

"3.  That  the  charter  of  this  province  is  a  most  solemn  stipulation 
and  compact  between  the  King  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  ;  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  kept  sacred  and  inviolate  by  each  party,  and  that  it  cannot, 
in  any  respect,  be  varied  or  altered  by  one  party  only,  without  a  most 
criminal  breach  of  faith,  and  that  they  know  of  no  instance,  wherein 
the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  on  their  part,  have  violated  the  said 
compact. 

"  3.  That  the  several  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  which  infringe 
the  just  rights  of  the  colonies,  and  of  this  province  in  particular,  being 
subjects  of  deliberation  before  the  Continental  Congress  now  sitting, 
render  it  expedient  for  the  county  to  suspend  their  determination 
respecting  them,  except  so  far  as  their  immediate  operation  requires 
our  immediate  resolutions  thereon. 

"4.  That  whereas,  his  excellency  Thomas  Gage,  Esq.,  lately  ap- 
pointed by  his  majesty,  governor  of  this  province,  did,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  great  and  general  court,  wholly  decline  and  refuse  to  accept 
the  grant  for  his  support,  then  made  him  by  both  houses  of  assembly  ; 
and  has  since,  by  his  proclamation,  bearing  date  23'^  of  Augiist  last, 
and  otherwise,  manifested  and  declared  his  full  resolution  and  determi- 
nation to  execute  a  late  act  of  the  British  parliament,  entitled  an  act 
for  the  better  regulating  the  government  of  the  province  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Baj'  in  New  England,  whereby  they  have  attempted  to  sap  the 
foundation  of  the  constitution  of  this  province,  and  annihilate  the 
most  important  rights  of  the  inhabitants  thereof ;  and  has  also, 
actually,  at  Salem,  by  an  armed  force,  endeavored  to  execute  the  said 
acts  ;  we  are  obliged  therefore,  to  declare,  that  our  minds  are  so  deeply 
impressed  with  the  above  said  conduct  of  his  excellency  Thomas  Gage, 
Esq.,  as  to  excite  in  us  very  great  doubts  whether  he  can  any  longer  be 
considered  as  the  constitutional  govei'nor  of  this  province;  and  conse- 
quently, whether  any  writs  issued  by  him  for  convening  a  general 
assembly,  or  any  other  acts  whereby  he  shall  attempt  to  exerci.se  the 
office  of  a  governor  of  this  province,  have  any  force  or  validity,  and 
whether  any  obedience  or  respect  thereto  can  be  paid,  without  a  degree 
of  submission  to  and  acknowledgement  of  the  force  and  validity  of  said 
acts ;  but  in  case  any  towns  within  the  province  should  judge  it  safe 
and  expedient  so  far  to  regard  the  writs  lately  issued  by  his  excellency 
Thomas  Gage,  Esq.,  for  the  convening  a  general  court  or  assembly  of 
this  province,  to  be  held  at  Salem,  on  the  5"^  day  of  October  next,  as  to 
elect  and  depute  any  persons  as  their  representatives  to  repair  to  Salem, 
at  the  time  aforesaid,  we  cannot  but  declare  it  as  our  clear  opinion, 
that  they  ought,  and  our  full  expectation  is  that  they  will,  most  ma- 
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turely  and  deliberately  consider,  whether  any  such  representatives  can 
do  any  one  act  in  concert  with  his  excellency,  Thomas  Gage,  Esq..  and 
his  mandamus  council,  without  an  implied  acknowledgment  of  the 
authoritj'  and  force  of  the  abovesaid  acts  of  parliament. 

"5.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  a  provincial  con- 
gress is  absolutely  necessary  in  our  present  unhappy  situation,  and  that 
we  approve  of  the  proposal  made  by  a  late  Middlesex  congress,  that  the 
said  provincial  congress  should  be  holden  at  Concord,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  October  next,  and  we  accordingly  recommend  to  the  several 
towns  and  districts  within  this  county,  that  each  appoint  one  or  more 
delegates  to  attend  the  same. 

"  6.  That  the  collectors,  constables,  and  all  other  officers,  who  have 
or  shall  have  by  them  moneys  collected  upon  the  province  assessments, 
delay  making  payment  of  the  same  to  the  Hon.  Harrison  Gray,  Esq., 
until  the  civil  government  of  this  province  is  placed  upon  a  constitu- 
tional foundation,  but  that  they  deposit  the  same  in  the  treasuries  of 
their  respective  towns  and  districts. 

"7.  Whereas,  the  universal  uneasiness  which  prevails  among  all 
orders  of  men  in  this  county,  arising  from  the  urgent  and  oppressive 
measures  of  the  present  administration,  may  influence  some  persons 
inconsiderately  to  commit  outrages  upon  particular  persons  and  their 
property,  we  would  heartily  recommend  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
county,  not  to  engage  in  any  riots,  or  licentious  attacks  upon  the  person 
or  property  of  any  one,  as  being  subversive  of  all  order  and  govern- 
ment :  but,  by  a  steady,  manly,  uniform,  and  persevering  opposition  to 
the  said  measures,  to  convince  our  enemies,  that  in  a  contest  so  im- 
portant and  solemn,  our  conduct  shall  be  such  as  to  merit  the  approba- 
tion of  all  sober  and  wise  men. 

"  8.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  all  town  meetings  ought  to 
be  called  agreeably  to  the  laws  and  ancient  usage  of  the  province. 

"9.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  within 
this  county,  Ije  advised,  for  their  own  honor,  and  for  the  defence  of 
their  country,  that  they  use  the  utmost  diligence,  forthwith,  to  ac- 
quaint themselves  with  the  military  art,  under  the  command  and  direc- 
tion of  such  persons  as  they  shall  choose,  and  that  they  furnish  them- 
selves with  the  full  lawful  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  good  effective 
arms,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  that  purpose. 

"Attest.  Ebenezer  Hunt  Jr.,  Clerk." 

On  the  29*'^,  the  town  met  and  approved  the  resolutions 
of  the  congress. 

An  order  for  the  Eiec-    Grov.    Gage,    on   the  first  of  September, 
tion  of  Representa-    issued   his    precepts   for  the  election   of 

tives  issued,  and  the       _^  ,     ,•  j        j     o    i  xt 

Summons  to  meet     Kepresentatives  to  meet  at  balem,  on  the 

Countermanded.  51!'  yf  Qctober.     But  in  a  sliort  time  the 

temper  of  the  people,  which  was  manifested  in  the  county 

conventions,  as  well  as  in  their  action  in  compelling  the 
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mandamns  councillors  to  resign,*  so  acted  upon  the  mind 
of  the  Governor,  that  on  the  28"'  of  the  month  he  issued 
a  proclamation  countermanding  the  summons. 

The  First  Provin-  Most  of  the  towus,  accepting  the  advice  of 
ciai  Congress  the  couventious,  refused  to  elect  representa- 
tives under  these  precepts,  and  only  about 
ninety  members  presented  themselves  at  the  time  appointed. 
But  neither  the  Governor  nor  any  constitutional  officer 
appeared  to  administer  the  oath,  and  they  resolved  them- 
selves into  a  Provincial  Congress,  assuming  all  the  duties 
of  the  defunct  General  Court.  Organizing  at  Salem,  they 
adjourned  to  Concord.  Before  the  close  of  the  session  their 
numbers  had  increased  to  two  hundred  eighty-eight.  They 
denounced  such  of  the  mandamus  councillors  as  had  not 
resigned,  or  who  should  fail  to  do  so  in  ten  days,  as  "  rebels 
against  the  State."  They  resolved  that  all  public  moneys 
in  the  hands  of  collecting  officers,  should  not  be  paid  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Province,  and  that  the  assessors 
should  apportion  the  tax  levied  by  the  last  General  Court, 
and  pay  it  over  to  the  receivers  authorized  by  the  several 
towns  and  districts.  In  November,  the  Congress  adjourned 
for  three  weeks,  and  was  dissolved  in  December.  Muni- 
tions of  war  to  the  amount  of  £20,000  were  ordered  to  be 
purchased,  provision  was  made  for  reorganizing  the  militia, 
and  a  body  of  minute-men,  consisting  of  one  fourth  part 
of  the  forces  of  the  colony,  were  provided.  A  permanent 
Committee  of  Safety  was  appointed,  and  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  military  was  given  to  Jedediah  Preble,  Arte- 
mas  Ward  and  Seth  Pomeroy.  The  arming  and  frequent 
drilling  of  minute-men  were  recommended,  and  the  clergy 
were  exhorted  to  labor  among  the  people  in  favor  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Northampton  Rep-     Joscph   Hawlcy   and   Sctli    Pomeroy   were 

resented  in  the     clioscn    to   represent   Northampton   in   the 

gress.  fii'st   Provincial   Congress,    and   both   were 

present  at  the   two   sessions  of  that  body. 

Probably  they  were  not  chosen  under  the  precepts  issued 

by  Gov.  Gage,  as  neither  of  them  appeared  at  Salem.    Sev- 

1    Only  ten  of  the  thirty-six  councillors  appointed,  took  the  oath  of  olBce. 
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eral  of  the  county  conventions  suggested  that  the  Congress 
should  assemble  at  Concord  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  Octo- 
ber, and  the  delegates,-  assembled  at  Salem,  adjourned  to 
meet  at  that  place  on  the  11"*  of  the  month.  Evidently 
Mr.  Hawley  was  present  at  the  opening  of  the  session  at 
Concord,  and  remained  there  and  at  Cambridge,  one  day 
over  three  weeks  during  the  first  session.  He  started  for 
the  second  session,  November  14"",  about  nine  days  before 
it  commenced,  and  charged  for  two  weeks  and  five  days 
board  at  Cambridge.  He  went  on  horseback,  and  the  town 
paid  for  keeping  the  animal.  His  total  charge  for  both 
sessions  was  £7.6.3.  Col.  Pomeroy  set  out  for  Concord, 
Monday,  October  10"',  and  reached  that  place  at  9  o'clock, 
A.  M.  on  the  third  day.  On  Friday  he  went  to  Boston  as 
a  member  of  a  committee  to  wait  on  Gov.  Gage,  and  then 
went  to  Cambridge.  The  following  Thursday,  October  21^**, 
at  night,  he  started  for  home.  On  Monday,  November  2V^, 
he  left  town  again  for  the  second  session  at  Cambridge,  and 
remained  till  December  13*^.  For  both  sessions  he  received 
from  the  town  £8.5.2. 

The  Town  makes  no     An  article  was  inserted  in  the  warrant  for 
Response  to  the  Ac-     ^  towu-meetiug  iu   NovembcT,   "To  con- 

tion  of  the  Provin-  .  Ol      n      •     J 

ciai  Congress.  sider   &  act  as  thej^   bhall   ]udge   proper 

upon  the  recommendations  contained  in 
two  Several  resolutions  made  &  passed  in  &  by  the  late 
Congress  of  Delegates  from  the  several  Towns  &  Districts 
in  this  province  respecting  Province  Taxes,  that  is  to  saj^  one 
resolution  made  Oct.  14,  1774,  at  Concord,  &  another  made 
on  the  28*"  of  the  same  month  at  Cambridge."  No  vote 
was  taken  upon  this  article.  Apparently  it  was  not  con- 
sidered, but  was  suffered  quietly  to  subside. 

Committee  of  inspec-      On  the  27""  of  December  a  Committee  of 
tion  Appointed.  Inspection,    consisting   of    the   following 

persons,  was  appointed: — Elias  Lj^man, 
Jonathan  Clapp,  Ebenezer  Strong,  Jonathan  Janes,  Asahel 
Clapp,  Ezra  Clark,  Joseph  Lyman,  Jacob  Parsons,  Aaron 
Wright,  Oliver  Lyman,  Elihu  Clark,  Quartus  Pomeroy, 
Ephraim  Wright,  Jonathan  Allen,  Simeon  Parsons,  Martin 
Clark,  Solomon  Allen. 
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A  Committee  of  Cor-  TliG  two  committees  of  "  Correspondence" 
respondence,  inspec-  and  "  Inspection,"  the  first  cliosen  in  Sej)- 
tion  an     a  e  y.  tembor  and  tlie  other  in  December,  con- 

tinued to  act  till  the  latter  part  of  the  following  year,  when 
it  was  determined  to  consolidate  them.  Accordingly  on 
the  27*''  of  November,  1775,  a  committee  of  "Correspond- 
ence, Inspection  and  Safety  "  was  chosen  by  "  Ballad."  It 
consisted  of  "Joseph  Hawley,  Esq.,  M'  Robert  Breck,  M" 
Ezra  Clark,  Dea"  Josiah  Clark,  M''  Jacob  Parsons.  Co'^ 
Seth  Pomeroy,  Elijah  Hunt,  M'  Ephraim  Wright,  M'  Elias 
Lyman,  M'  Elijah  Clark,  Cap*  Joseph  Lyman,  M""  Quartus 
Pomeroy,  M""  Martin  Phelps,  M""  Caleb  Strong  Jr. ,  Docf 
Levi  Shephard."  Any  five  of  the  committee  were  to  con- 
stitute a  quorum.  The  next  year  the  same  committee  was 
re-elected  with  the  exception  of  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy  and 
Elijah  Hunt.  In  their  places  were  chosen  Mr.  John  Ly- 
man and  Mr.  Abner  Barnard.  From  that  time  forward  the 
Committee  of  Safety  was  annually  chosen  till  the  end  of 
the  war. 

Militia  Disorganized.    For  tcu  years  or  more  after  the  close  of  the 
Attempted  Re  or-    i^st  Prcuch  and  Indian  War,  the  militia 

sranization.  -,  i    j_    i        i  •  •        t  r^ 

became  completely  disorganized.  Compa- 
nies ceased  to  exist  and  training-day  was  forgotten.  In 
order  to  increase  the  influence  of  the  British  government 
among  the  people,  Gov.  Hutchinson,  in  1773,  attempted  to 
revive  the  militia  throughout  the  province.  Officers  were 
appointed  in  the  several  counties,  but  the  rank  and  file 
were  not  enthusiastic.  In  Northampton  (Easthampton  and 
Westhampton  were  not  then  incorporated)  four  companies 
were  formed,  and  another  in  Southampton.  These  officers 
received  their  commissions  from  Col.  Israel  Williams,  at 
Hatfield,  in  April,  1773.  There  was  a  large  gathering  on 
that  occasion,  and  plenty  of  flip  and  rum.  One  of  the  offi- 
cers, from  indulging  too  much,  "got  rid  of  his  commis- 
sion." ^  The  officers  of  the  Nortliampton  companies  were  : 
Co.  No.  1 — William  Lyman,  of  Northampton,  Capt.  ;  Gid- 
eon Clark,  Lieut.  ;  Elijah  Hunt,  Ens.  ;  Co.  No.  2 — Aaron 
Wright,  Capt.  ;  Enocli  Clark,  Lieut.  ;  Benjamin  Sheldon, 
Ens.  ;  Co.  No.  3,  in  which  were  the  Westhampton  men — 

1    Judd's  Diary. 
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John  Baker,  Capt.  ;  Selali  Wright,  Lieut.  ;  Joseph  Lyman, 
Ens.  ;  Co.  No.  4 — Jonathan  Clapp,  Capt.  ;  Asahel  Clapp, 
Lieut.  ;  Joseph  Cook,  Ens.  Of  the  Southampton  company, 
Jonathan  Judd  Jr.  was  Capt.  ;  Lemuel  Pomeroy,  Lieut.  ; 
DougLas  King,  Ens.  The  commanding  officers  of  tlie  regi- 
ments were  CoL  Israel  Williams  of  Hatfield,  and  Col.  John 
Worthington  of  Springfield.  Though  these  officers  were 
commissioned  in  the  spring,  there  was  no  company  formed 
and  no  attempt  at  drill  till  fall.  Apparently  some  difficulty 
occurred  in  filling  the  ranks,  and  eventually  the  men  re- 
fused to  serve  under  the  officers  appointed  by  Gov.  Hutch- 
inson. Only  a  single  training  is  recorded  of  any  of  the 
companies,  and  that  took  place  late  in  the  year.  In  No- 
vember, the  Northampton  companies  held  one  day's  parade, 
and  the  Southampton  company  had  a  training-day  in  De- 
cember. But  on  the  last  named  occasion,  the  men  insulted 
their  officers,  and  nothing  was  accomplished.  Most  of 
these  officers  were  compelled  to  resign  their  commissions 
the  following  spring,  but  Capt.  Baker,  Capt.  Wright,  and 
Lieut.  Gideon  Clark  refused  to  give  them  up. 

The  First  Hampshire    Under  authority  granted  by  the  Provincial 
Regiment.  Cougrcss,  allowiug  militia  officers  to  divide 

regiments  and  otherwise  reorganize  them, 
the  officers  of  the  first  Hampshire  Regiment  met  at  North- 
ampton, November  10*^  and  11*'',  1774.  Capt.  Jonathan 
Clapp  of  "  Clapp's  Farms,"  Northampton,  was  chosen 
chairman,  and  Lieut.  John  Chester  Williams  of  Hadley, 
clerk.  They  divided  the  regiment  into  three,  and  drew  up 
a  paper  "renouncing  and  disdaining  all  authority  they 
might  have  by  virtue  of  any  commission  from  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  Esq.,  late  Governor."  It  received  the  signa- 
tures of  thirty-two  men  from  diff^erent  towns  in  the  county 
and  included  the  names  of  Elijah  Hunt  Jr.,  Joseph  Lyman 
and  Asahel  Clapp  of  Northampton.  The  first  regiment 
covered  the  towns  of  Northampton,  Southampton,  Hat- 
field, Williamsburg,  Chesterfield,  Worthington,  Murray- 
field,  Norwich,  Whately,  Ashfield,  and  No.  5,  afterwards 
Cummington.  Setli  Pomeroy  was  chosen  Colonel,  and 
Dea.  Ezra  May  of  Goshen,  Major. 
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Old  Officers  Resign.      Previous  to  tliis  meeting,   on  tlie  26^''  of 
August,  the  officers  of  Col,  Murray's  regi- 
ment met  at  Brookfield,  and  resigned  the  commissions  they 
had  received  from  Gov.  Hutchinson. 

Companies  of  Min-  The  First  Provincial  Congress  recommended 
ute-Men  Formed,  the  formation  of  compauics  of  Minute-Men 
to  consist  of  not  less  than  fifty  privates,  the 
officers  to  be  elected  by  the  men,  and  in  every  town  such 
organizations  were  formed.  After  the  reorganization  of 
the  first  Hampshire  Regiment,  there  were  three  companies 
of  militia  in  Northampton,  officered  as  follows  :  —  The 
first  company  by  Elijah  Hunt,  Captain,  afterwards  Jona- 
than Allen  ;  Elijah  Clark,  Lieut.  ;  John  King,  Ens.  The 
second  by  Samuel  Clark,  Captain,  afterwards  JosejDh  Ly- 
man ;  Quartus  Pomeroy,  Lieut.  ;  Elijah  Lyman,  Ens.  The 
third  by  Jonathan  Clapp,  Capt.  ;  Joseph  Cook,  Lieut.  ; 
Jonathan  Stearns,  Ens.  Apparently  neither  of  these  com- 
panies went  into  active  service  under  the  officers  named 
above.  Their  muster-rolls  have  not  been  preserved,  but 
from  them  the  minute-men  were  organized.  It  was  pro- 
vided that  one  fourth  of  the  militia  should  be  enlisted  and 
drilled  as  minute-men,  ready  to  march  at  the  shortest  no- 
tice. In  1774,  such  a  company,  to  the  number  of  about  100 
men,  was  formed  here.  It  was  commanded  by  Jonathan 
Allen,  Capt.  ;  Oliver  Lyman,  Lieut.  ;  Jonathan  Stearns, 
Ens.  ;  and  when  news  of  hostilities  arrived,  it  set  out  for 
the  seat  of  war  as  will  be  narrated  hereafter.  This  com- 
pany was  often  in  training  ;  the  Provincial  Congress  recom- 
mended that  they  should  "  be  disciplined  three  times  a 
week,  and  oftener  as  opportunity  may  offer,"  The  town 
allowed  them  9d.  each  for  every  training,  and  their  pay 
was  40s.  per  month  in  Continental  bills.  This  company 
was  organized  under  a  vote  of  the  town  in  November,  1774. 

Second  Provincial      On  the  first  of  February,  1775,  the  Second 
Congress.  Provincial  Congress  met  at  Cambridge.     It 

remained  in  session  till  the  10"'.  On  the 
22''  of  the  following  March,  it  reconvened  at  Concord,  and 
adjourned  April  15"',  two  days  before  the  battle  of  Lexing- 
ton.    The  day  after  that  battle,  however,  the  committee 
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appointed  to  call  it  together  when  circumstances  demanded, 
issued  a  summons  for  its  immediate  assembling.  This 
extraordinary  session  was  opened  at  Concord  on  the  22**, 
and  at  once  adjourned  to  Watertown.  Col.  Seth  Ponieroy 
and  Major  Joseph  Hawley  were  again  members  from 
Northampton.  The  most  vigorous  and  comprehensive 
measures  were  adopted  for  defence  and  protection.  An 
army  of  30,000  men  was  voted  to  be  raised  by  the  colony, 
and  13,600  by  this  Province. 

Third  Session  of      The  Third  Provincial  Congress  assembled 
the  Provincial      ^t  Watertowu,   Wednesday,   May  31,   and 
ongress.  dissolved  July  19,  1775.     Northampton  was 

represented  by  Major  Hawley  and  Mr,  Elias  Lyman. 
About  the  middle  of  May,  the  Second  Provincial  Congress 
applied  to  the  Continental  Congress  for  advice  concerning 
some  method  of  civil  government,  inasmuch  as  the  colony 
was  denied  the  exercise  of  that  right,  "according  to  our 
charter,  or  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  English  con- 
stitution." In  June  the  resolve  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress was  adopted  by  the  Third  Provincial  Congress,  and 
in  accordance  therewith  letters  were  sent  to  the  several 
towns  requesting  them  to  hold  meetings  of  all  the  inhabi- 
tants "that  have  an  estate  or  freehold  in  land  within  this 
province  or  territory,  of  forty  shillings  per  annum,  at 
least,  or  other  estate  to  the  value  of  forty  pounds  sterling  " 
and  elect  one  or  more  deputies  to  represent  them  "in  a 
great  and  general  court  or  assembly,  to  serve  till  the  day 
next  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  of  the  next  May  to  be 
held  at  Watertown  on  the  19  of  the  July  next  ensuing." 
The  resolve  of  Congress  specified  that  the  assembly 
"should  elect  councillors,  which  assembly  and  council 
should  exercise  the  powers  of  government,  until  a  govern- 
ment of  his  Majesty's  appointment  will  consent  to  govern 
the  colony  according  to  its  charter."  Even  at  this  time 
when  the  war  was  in  vigorous  prosecution,  there  were 
hopes  of  a  reconciliation  with  the  mother  country. 

The  General  Court     Most  of  the  towus  responded  to  this  resolve. 

again  Convenes.      "Yhe  Great  and  General  Court  which  had 

been  supplanted  for  a  brief  period  by  the 

Provincial  Congress,  was  again   established,  and  the  old 
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system  of  government  with  the  office  of  Governor  vacant, 
was  once  more  put  in  operation.  Northampton,  appar- 
ently, was  not  represented  at  the  session  held  in  the  sum- 
mer and  fall  of  1775,  but  the  next  year  three  members  were 
chosen :  Joseph  Hawley,  Ephraim  Wright  and  Caleb 
Strong. 

Ammunition  Pro-      In  accordauce  with  the  recommendations  of 
vided.  the  authorities,  that  each  town  should  pro- 

vide a  supply  of  the  munitions  of  war,  the 
selectmen  in  1775,  made  a  contract  with  Breck  &  Hunt,  in 
consideration  of  £47  paid  to  them  by  the  town,  "to  keep 
and  maintain  for  the  use  of  the  s''  inhabitants  of  North- 
ampton, the  full  quantity  of  345""  of  good  merchantable 
gun  powder,  730"'^  of  merchantable  Lead,  and  1000  of  good 
gun  flints  in  good  condition  at  all  times,"  to  be  delivered 
for  use  when  wanted.  In  1779,  the  quantity  on  hand  was 
delivered  to  Joseph  Clark. 

Teacher  of  the  Gram-     Duriug  the   Same   year  the  grammar 

mar  School  Cau-      sclioolmaster  was  again  reminded  that  he 

must  not  be  partial  to  his  Latin  and  Greek 

scholars,  by  an  order  not  to  spend  more  time  on  them  than 

on  other  students. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 


REVOLUTION— PRISONERS   OF  WAR — TORIES. 

Gov.  Gage  Precipi-  While  the  people  wePG  thiis  boldly  assert- 
tates  the  Contest,  jjjg  themselves,  and  preparing  for  the 
struggle  which  the  most  sanguine  of  them 
could  but  believe  was  inevitable,  Gen.  Gage  not  only  pro- 
ceeded to  carry  out  his  instructions  for  enforcing  the  newly 
promulgated  laws,  but  he  attempted  to  seize  military  stores 
wherever  they  had  been  collected  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston. 
A  detachment  of  troops  was  sent  to  Salem,  but  through 
the  determined  action  of  the  citizens,  it  failed  of  its  object, 
and  came  away  empty-handed.  Another  party,  ordered  to 
destroy  the  military  stores  at  Concord,  met  with  open 
resistance,  and  the  fearful  struggle  of  the  Revolution  was 
commenced  at  Lexington,  on  the  lO'*"  of  April,  It  is  not 
necessarj^  to  describe  the  well-known  events  of  that  mem- 
orable day.  Then  was  the  first  blood  shed  in  the  War  for 
Independence,  and  the  inhabitants  everywhere  roused  them- 
selves for  the  fight. 

Northampton  Minute-    News  of  the  battle  of  Lexiugtou  reached 
Men  Start  for  the     this  towu  ou  the  momiug  of  April  21'^ 

Scene  of  Hostilities.  t     n         r>      j  j?  •        j. 

and  the  first  company  ot  mmute-men, 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Allen,  to  the  num- 
ber of  sixty,  1  set  out  within  a  few  hours  for  the  seat  of  war. 
The  following  narrative  of  the  march  of  this  company  was 
related  to  the  late  Sylvester  Judd,  by  Noah  Cook,  after- 
wards Captain,  who  lived  at  the  lower  end  of  Pleasant 
Street.     He  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Cook,  who  was  in  1777 

1    For  Muster-roll  see  Appendix. 
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and  1778,  keeper  of  the  jail.  At  the  time  of  this  narration, 
Capt.  Cook  was  at  least  75  years  of  age.  He  enlisted  when 
eighteen  years  old.  In  1782  he  married  Paulina  Baker  and 
settled  in  Westhampton. 

The  News  Received.  Information  of  the  battle  reached  North- 
ampton by  special  messenger,  at  about  11 
o'clock,  a.  m.,  the  messenger  continuing  up  the  valley  in 
order  to  notify  other  towns.  He  met  the  same  patriotic 
reception  everywhere.  It  was  for  this  that  the  people  had 
been  making  preparations,  and  his  intelligence  warned 
them  that  the  crisis  had  arrived. 

The  Company  Gather      Beforc  the  couricr  had  fairly  resumed  his 
at  the  Church.  ouward  Way,  the  meeting-house  bell  gave 

forth  its  warning,  and  the  whole  town 
was  speedily  alarmed.  Cook,  with  many  others,  was  at 
work  in  the  meadows,  himself  engaged  in  harrowing  in 
oats.  At  the  sound  of  the  bell  every  man  left  his  work 
and  hastened  homewards ;  the  minute-men  seized  their 
equipments,  and  in  a  short  time  the  company  paraded  be- 
fore the  meeting-house.  Rev.  Mr.  Hooker  offered  prayer, 
and  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy  addressed  them,  giving  them  words 
of  patriotic  encouragement,  and  sensible  advice  about  the 
manner  of  marching,  and  about  other  military  duties. 
Each  man  took  provisions  for  three  or  four  days,  and  all 
were  soon  ready  to  begin  the  march.  The  whole  town  was 
in  a  state  of  great  excitement,  and  the  women  shed  many 
tears. 

March  of  the  North-  In  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  the  com- 
ampton  Company,  pauy  started,  arrived  at  Belchertown  in 
the  evening,  and  spent  the  night  at  Graves' 
tavern.  Cook  and  a  number  of  others  slept  in  the  barn. 
On  the  22"  the  company  marched  to  Brookfield.  At  Ware 
one  soldier's  courage  failed,  and  he  returned  home.  Of 
course  this  act,  attributed  to  cowardice,  was  vigorously 
commented  upon  by  his  companions.  On  the  23'*,  they 
were  at  Shrewsbury,  and  on  the  24*^,  arrived  at  Concord. 
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Officers  and  soldiers  were  on  foot,  and  had  no  wagons^ 
with  them.  At  Concord  they  drew  provisions,  musty 
pork,  pease  and  a  little  rice.  Here  he  saw  English  prison- 
ers, and  was  impressed  with  the  visible  effects  of  the  war. 
Eleazar  Root  was  Chaplain,  and  prayed  fervently  night 
and  morning.  He  was  an  ardent  christian  and  a  zealous 
whig,  but  a  plain  man  of  common  education.  Once  dur- 
ing prayer  when  Root  was  disconcerted  by  the  appearance 
of  some  superior  officers,  he  remarked  "the  fear  of  man 
bringeth  a  snare."  He  remained  with  the  company  during 
the  campaign. 

The  Company  at  the     From  Coucord  the  Northampton  company 
Seat  of  War.  went  to  Cambridge,  where  they  remained 

a  few  days  quartered  at  the  house  of  one 
Versaill,  a  tory,  who  had  joined  the  British.  Cook  de- 
scribed it  as  a  large  and  elegant  house.  Soon  after  their 
arrival  at  Cambridge,  about  the  first  of  May,  most  of  the 
Northampton  company  volunteered  to  serve  eight  months. 
Some  of  them  returned  home  and  others  took  their  places. 
In  a  short  time  the  company  was  ordered  to  Roxbury, 
where  they  remained  till  after  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
They  heard  the  firing  and  saw  the  flames  of  Charlestown, 
but  could  not  see  the  battle-field.  In  Roxbury  they  en- 
camped at  the  cross-roads  below  the  meeting-house.  The 
British  had  a  fortification  across  the  Neck,  the  sentinels  of 
the  two  armies  were  at  some  points  not  more  than  fifteen 
rods  apart,  and  would  sometimes  speak  to  one  another. 
During  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  the  company  was  below 
George's  tavern.     A  shell  fell  in  the  camp,  cut  off  George 

1  Capt.  Cook  states  that  the  company  had  no  wagons  with  them.  The  baggage, 
however,  could  not  have  been  far  behind,  for  on  the  21"  of  April,  the  day  on  which 
they  set  out,  three  wagon-loads  of  baggage  were  dispatched.  Asa  Wright,  Elijah 
Hunt,  and  Jonathan  Hall,  were  paid  for  the  use  of  their  wagons  to  carry  baggage  to 
the  camp.  Jonathan  Hall,  for  the  "  service  of  his  waggon  from  Northampton  to  Con- 
cord &  from  thence  to  Cambridge  to  carry  the  baggage  of  Capt.  Allen's  Minute  Com- 
pany upon  the  alarm  at  the  battle  of  Lexington  100  miles  at  2<i  per  mile  iO.lG.S." 
Wright  and  Hunt  were  each  paid  18s.  for  the  use  of  "  his  horse  to  the  camp  in  a  wag- 
gin."  On  the  34"',  John  Rilej-  went  with  baggage  to  the  camp  :  he  was  gone  ten  days 
and  received  13s.  4d.  On  the  10""  of  May,  Jonathan  HalTs  wagon  was  again  in  use  to 
carry  baggage  for  recruits  of  said  company  96  miles,  ICs  Hall  had  been  employed  as 
an  express,  when  the  Provincial  Congress  was  in  session,  but  in  this  case  it  is  proba- 
ble that  one  of  the  company  drove  the  horse  "  in  a  waggin." 
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Langford's  gun,^  and  wounded  Lutlier  Pomeroy.  In  the 
evening  many  shells  and  stink  pots  were  fired,  but  the 
flames  were  speedily  extinguished.  One  ball  lodged  in  the 
plate  of  the  Roxbury  meeting-house.  After  the  battle,  the 
regiment  removed  to  the  other  side  of  the  meeting-house, 
and  pitched  their  tents  in  an  orchard.  Gen.  Washington's 
headquarters  were  not  far  off.  In  a  few  weeks  the  regi- 
ment marched  to  Dorchester,  and  were  billeted  in  the 
houses  of  the  settlers.  Parades  were  held  near  the  burying- 
ground. 

Officers  of  the  Regi-    This  regiment  was  under  the  command  of 
^^^^-  Col.  Fellows  of   Great  Barrington,  Lieut. - 

Col.  Eager  of  Worthington,  and  Major 
Tupper  of  Chesterfield.  Bemis  of  Great  Barrington  was 
Adjutant.  The  companies  were  commanded  by  Capt.  King 
of  Great  Barrington,  Capt.  Moses  Soule  of  New  Marlboro 
(Berkshire),  Capt.  Allen  of  Northampton,  Capt.  Abner 
Pomeroy  of  Southampton,  Capt.  Webber  of  Worthington, 
Capt.  Webster  of  Chesterfield,  Capt.  Israel  Chapin  of  Hat- 
field, and  others.  The  soldiers  from  the  east  side  of  Con- 
necticut River  were  in  another  regiment.  A  guard  was 
sent  to  Dorchester  Point  every  night.  Capt.  Abner  Pom- 
eroy's  company  was  stationed  at  what  is  now  Commercial 
Point. 

The  Company  Re-      Most  of  the  compauy  of  miuute-meu  whose 
^^^^-  proceedings  have  thus  been  detailed,  came 

home  about  the  first  of  January,  1776. 
Some  of  them  enlisted  for  another  year.  Capt.  Jonathan 
Allen  returned  sixty-five  men  in  his  company  at  Dorches- 
ter, Sept.  5,  1775.  Noah  Cook  came  home  from  Dorchester 
about  the  middle  of  January,  having  remained  two  weeks 
over  eight  months,  as  did  many  others. 

Ticonderoga  and       The  uext  important  event  was  the  capture 

Crown  Point.  of    Forts    Ticouderoga   and   Crown   Point. 

This  did  much  to  kindle  the  enthusiasm  of 

the    people    throughout    the    country,    furnished    greatly 

1  Langford  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  15s.  which  he  paid  for  mending  his 
gun,  in  1770,  which  he  said  "  was  cut  off  by  a  cannon  ball  while  he  was  at  the  breast- 
work in  Roxbury,  June  17,  177.5."     It  was  allowed. 
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needed  military  supplies,  and  immortalized  the  commander 
of  the  expedition.  This  enterprise  was  conducted  by  men, 
none  of  whom  were  residents  of  this  valley,  yet  the  name 
of  one  of  Northampton's  honored  sons  is  connected  to  some 
extent  with  its  inception  and  organization. 

Inception  of  the      Attention  was  directed  towards  Canada  in 
Enterprise.  the  liope  that  it  might  be  either  neutralized 

in  the  event  of  a  war  with  England,  or  en- 
listed as  a'n  ally,  during  the  December  session  of  the  First 
Provincial  Congress.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain the  state  of  public  opinion  there,  as  well  as  to  report 
whatever  movements  were  in  progress  in  that  section.  Of 
this  committee.  Major  Hawley  and  Col.  Pomeroy  were 
members.  One  of  their  number,  John  Brown  of  Pittsfield, 
was  commissioned  to  proceed  to  Canada,  and  ascertain  the 
facts.  It  was  in  one  of  his  letters,  written  in  March,  1775, 
to  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of  Safety  and  Correspond- 
ence, that  the  first  suggestion  of  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga 
is  to  be  found.  ^  The  next  step  in  this  matter  is  variously 
accounted  for.  Biographers  of  Col.  Pomeroy  assert  that  he 
laid  the  plans  for  the  capture  of  the  place  before  several 
members  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  that  in  accordance 
with  his  recommendation,  Benedict  Arnold  was  sent  to  the 
New  Hampshire  Grants  (Vermont),  to  enlist  men  and  re- 
duce the  place.  But  having  some  doubt  about  the  success 
of  Arnold,  he  wrote  to  members  of  the  Connecticut  Legis- 
lature, then  in  session,  urging  them  to  engage  in  the  enter- 
prise. *  Though  nothing  has  been  found  in  the  correspond- 
ence of  Col.  Pomeroy,  sustaining  this  statement,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly in  a  measure  true.  As  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee under  whose  authority  Mr.  Brown  undertook  the 
mission  to  Canada,  as  well  as  one  of  the  military  command- 
ers of  the  Province,  Gen.  Pomeroy  undoubtedly  had  early 
intelligence  of  the  purport  of  the  letter  of  Brown,  in  which 
the  scheme  was  proposed.  The  Committee  of  Safety,  to 
whom  this  letter  was  addressed,  would  naturally  turn  to 
the  military  commanders  for  advice,  and  as  a  result  Pom- 
eroy may  have  sketched  the  plan  of  campaign.    It  was  not, 

1  Smith's  Historj-  of  Pittsfield,  vol.  1,  p.  313. 

2  American  Whis  Review. 
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however,  on  account  of  any  uncertainty  about  tlie  success 
of  Arnold,  that  he  addressed  the  Connecticut  men,  for 
their  expedition  had  been  inaugurated  before  Arnold  re- 
ceived his  commission.  If  Gen,  Pomeroy  wrote  to  the 
neighboring  colony  at  all,  it  was  because  of  the  delay  on  the 
part  of  the  Massachusetts  authorities.  As  week  after  week 
elapsed,  and  nothing  was  done,  he  became  impatient. 
Well  aware  that  in  military  affairs  promptitude  was  the 
forerunner  of  success,  he  implored  their  assistance.  While 
there  is  no  certain  knowledge  that  Gen,  Pomeroy  laid  his 
plans  before  the  Connecticut  men,  yet  there  is  a  plausibility 
at  least  in  the  theory  that  they  derived  their  first  intima- 
tion of  the  affair  from  him. 

Benedict  Arnold        After  Lexingtou,  wlieu  the  excitement  of 
•^cts.  expected  warfare   with   England  pervaded 

the  country,  and  Connecticut  declined  to 
send  reinforcements  to  Massachusetts,  Benedict  Arnold 
raised  a  company  of  volunteers  in  New  Haven  for  that 
purpose.  Unable  to  obtain  arms  and  ammunition  from  the 
proper  authorities,  he  broke  open  the  arsenal,  secured  what 
he  needed,  and  arrived  at  Cambridge  in  the  latter  part  of 
April.  On  the  SC^''  of  that  month  he  reported,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  the  size  of  the  arma- 
ment at  Fort  Ticonderoga,  and  the  condition  of  the  fort. 
Three  days  later  he  received  a  commission  as  Colonel,  with 
instructions  to  raise  four  hundred  men  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  Province,  and  reduce  the  fortification.  He  started 
immediately  to  carry  out  his  orders,  reached  the  town  of 
Deerfield  on  the  6*'',  and  was  at  Rupert,  Vt.,  on  the  8"". 

Connecticut  Scheme     In  the  meantime,   as  early  as  the  28*''  of 
for  Capturing  Ti-     April,  Several  members  of  the  Connecticut 
eroga.  Asscmbly  concocted  a  scheme  to  capture 

the  fort,  in  order  to  supply  cannon  to  the  army.  They 
procured  £300  from  the  treasury  of  Connecticut,  and  at 
once  pushed  forward  their  enterprise  to  a  triumphant  con- 
summation. Col,  Samuel  H.  Parsons,  Capt.  Edward  Mott, 
Noah  Phelps,  and  Bernard  Romans  were  the  instigators 
and  promoters  of  the  undertaking.  Capt.  Mott,  who  had 
charge  of    the  expedition,   hurried   forward  to  Pittsfield 
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witli  sixteen  men.  Here  recruits  were  obtained  from  Col, 
Easton's  regiment,  and  the  command  assigned  to  Ethan 
Allen,  who  reinforced  the  little  army  with  a  detachment  of 
Green  Mountain  Boys.  Col.  Benedict  Arnold  presented 
himself  on  the  19"'  of  May  and  demanded  the  chief  com- 
mand. The  Connecticut  men  declined  to  j^ield  and  the 
soldiers  refused  to  serve  under  him.  Arnold  finally  waived 
his  right  to  the  supreme  command  and  stood  by  the  side  of 
Allen  when  he  demanded  the  surrender  in  the  name  of  the 
*'  Great  Jehovah  and  the  Continental  Congress."  ^ 

Minute-Men  Rush  The  affair  of  the  19"'  of  April  so  aroused 
to  the  Front.  the  patriotism  of  the  people,  that  from 
every  quarter  minute-men,  lik§  those  of 
Northampton,  rushed  to  the  front.  In  a  few  days  an  army 
of  15,000  patriots  had  assembled,  and  the  siege  of  Boston 
began.  At  the  same  time  Gen.  Gage  had  been  reinforced, 
till  he  had  an  army  of  8,000  British  Regulars  and  a  fleet  of 
war-ships  in  the  harbor. 

Bunker  Hill.  On  the  17"'  of  June  occurred  the  memora- 

ble battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  With  one  ex- 
ception, it  is  not  known  that  any  Northampton  man  partic- 
ipated in  the  fight.  The  position  of  the  Northampton 
company  of  minute-men  has  been  previously  described. 

Gen.  Pomeroy  at       Gcu.  Scth  Pomeroy,  having  been  appointed 
Bunker  Hill.  q-j^q  of  the  commaudcrs  of  the  Massachu- 

setts troops  by  the  first  Provincial  Congress, 
was  busily  engaged  in  organizing  the  forces  levied  for  the 
protection  of  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Jonathan  Judd, 
in  his  diary,  notes  the  election  of  Gen.  Pomeroy  to  the 
Provincial  Congress,  and  remarks  :  "He  is  very  high  in 
Liberty."  He  was  present  at  the  first  session  of  the  Second 
Provincial  Congress,  but  his  military  duties  soon  absorbed 
all  his  attention.  Worn  with  toil  in  the  discharge  of  his 
accumulated  labors — he  was  then  69  years  of  age — about 
the  middle  of  June  he  sought  to  recruit  his  failing  energies 
by  an  interval  of  rest  at  his  own  fireside.  Only  twenty- 
four  hours  elapsed  after  reaching  home,  when  the  messen- 
ger arrived  from  Gen.  Putnam,  announcing  the  contempla- 

1    For  full  particulars  of  this  expedition,  consult  Smith's  History  of  Pittsfleld, 
vol.  1,  pp.  2n,  221. 
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ted  movement  upon  Cliarlestown  heights.  Aware  that  this 
would  be  but  a  signal  for  further  hostilities,  he  took  his 
horse  from  the  team,  and  before  the  afternoon  shadows 
began  to  lengthen,  he  was  on  his  way  to  the  scene  of  con- 
flict. Twice  changing  horses  on  the  route,  all  through  the 
hours  of  the  night  he  urged  his  onward  way,  and  at  noon 
on  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  he  reached  Cam- 
bridge. The  enemy  were  just  landing  preparatory  to 
storming  the  entrenchments.  Charlestown  Neck  was  swept 
by  the  British  fire,  and  alighting  from  his  horse,  which 
was  a  borrowed  one,  with  the  remark  that  the  animal  was 
much  too  valuable  to  risk,  he  crossed  the  narrow  pass  on 
foot,  and  went  directly  to  the  front.  He  was  received  with 
shouts  of  welcome  from  both  officers  and  privates,  but  re- 
fused the  chief  command,  and  went  into  the  fight  a  volun- 
teer, 1  though  before  night  he  accepted  the  command  of  a 
battalion.  ^  He  ordered  his  men  not  to  fire  till  they  could 
see  the  buttons  on  their  enemies'  coats.  His  gun  having 
become  hot  from  continued  firing,  and  at  last  rendered  use- 
less by  a  grape-shot,  he  clubbed  the  weapon  and  still  faced 
the  foe.  When  it  became  necessary  to  retreat,  he  went 
backward  down  the  hill  and  over  the  neck,  still  facing  the 
foe.  It  has  been  stated  that  he  killed  Gen.  Pitcairn,  but 
like  the  story  that  he  fired  upon  the  wounded  Dieskau,  it 
lacks  confirmation.  Possibly  he  may  have  directed  the  fire 
of  the  squadron  before  which  Pitcairn  fell.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  he  was  not  on  the  part  of  the  field  where 
that  brave  officer  lost  his  life,  in  the  last  charge  of  that 
fatal  day. 

After  his  musket  became  useless,  he  passed  up  and  down 
the  barricade,  encouraging  the  men,  loading  their  gans, 
and  removing  the  wounded.  When  the  entrenchments 
above  him  had  been  carried  by  the  British,  and  his  men 
were  commencing  a  hurried  retreat,  he  is  said  to  have  ex- 
claimed, "  Don't  run  boys  !  Don't  run  I  Fight  them  with 
the  breech  of  your  muskets,  as  I  do.  It  shan't  be  said  of 
Seth  Pomeroy  that  he  was  shot  in  the  back."  ^ 

1  It  is  reported  of  him  that  he  carried  on  this  occasion  a  gun  of  his  own  manufac- 
ture which  he  had  used  thirty  years  before  at  the  siege  of  Louisburg. 

2  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  Gen.  Putnam,  on  meeting  Gen.  Pomeroy,  exclaimed, 
"  You  here,  Pomeroy  !  God,  I  believe  a  cannon  ball  would  wake  you  up  if  you  slept 
in  your  grave." 

3  American  Whig  Review. 
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Gen.  Washington  of-  Sooii  after  tliis  battle,  Gen.  Wa.sliington 
fers him  a  Brigade,  assuiiied  the  Command  of  the  American 
array,  and  offered  the  position  of  Brigadier 
General  to  Gen.  Pomeroy.  The  state  of  his  health  com- 
pelled him  to  decline  the  appointment,  and  he  returned 
home.  Within  two  years,  however,  at  the  personal  solici- 
tation of  Washington,  he  re-entered  the  service,  but  he 
was  unable  to  endure  the  fatigues  of  the  campaign,  and 
died  in  a  few  weeks  at  Peekskill. 

Treatment  of  Pris-     The  matter  of  the  treatment  of   prisoners 
oa^rs.  created  considerable  interest  throughout  the 

country.  Gen.  Gage  considered  all  prison- 
ers rebels,  whether  taken  in  arms  or  not.  Prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  Boston  had  been  arrested  and  thrown  into 
prison,  among  thieves  and  felons,  while  officers  and  soldiers 
were  kept  in  close  confinement,  and  it  was  believed  were 
treated  with  great  cruelty.  Gen.  Washington  remonstra- 
ted against  such  brutality,  and  threatened  to  retaliate. 
Gen.  Gage  refused  to  modify  his  methods,  and  Washington 
notified  him  that  if  he  was  compelled  to  treat  "our  prison- 
ers with  harshness,  they  and  you  will  remember  the  occa- 
sion for  it."  But  Washington,  although  wholly  justified 
by  the  laws  of  war,  could  not  reconcile  himself  to  an  act 
which  should  "  inflict  punishment  on  innocent  men  for  the 
folly  and  obstinacy  of  a  commander."  ^ 

Prisoners  sent  to     Many  prisouers  captured  from  the  British, 
Northampton  Jail,     were  seut  to  towus  in  the  interior  for  safe- 
keeping, till  they  could  be  properly  ex- 
changed.   In  August,  a  squad  of  twelve  officers  and  twenty- 
six  privates,  were  sent  to  Northampton  to  be  thus  held  in 
custody.    A  new  jail  had  just  been  erected  here,  and  it  was 
doubtless  considered  a  place  of  safety.     The  following  doc- 
ument, signed  by  a  majority  of  the  council,  is  an  interest- 
ing contribution  to  the  history  of  the  times.     It  is  the  orig- 
inal paper,  issued  to  Lieut.  Parker,  signed  by  fifteen  mem- 
bers of  the  council,  containing  the  autographs  of  some  of 
the  leading  men  in  the  "  times  that  tried  men's  souls  "  :  — 
"  Council  Chamber  in  Watertown,  Atig^  19,  1775. 
"Ordered,  that  Mr.  Ichabod  Jones,  Capt.  Arnold,  Mr.  Budd  Gunner, 

1    Sparks'  Life  of  Washington,  p.  142. 
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Mr.  Broughton  a  minor,  Midshipman  &  Mr.  Dummitt,  a  minor  Mid- 
shipman, be  sent  to  Northampton  G-oal,  &  there  confined  till  further 
orders. — And  whereas  the  above  named  Mr.  Budd,  the  Gunner,  has 
been  taken  Prisoner  before  &  broke  his  parole  of  Honor,  the  Keeper  of 
said  Goal  is  ordered  to  take  particiilar  Care,  that  he  be  kept  in  close 
confinement. — And  that  Capt.  Jn".  Knight,  Tho^  Spry,  Dan'  McFadyen, 
Rob^  Hanning  Hitchins  Midshipmen,  William  Bogie  Clerk,  Thomas 
Prowle  Midshipman,  Rich'^  Stilton-fleet  Midshipman,  have  the  Liberty 
of  walking  about  each  of  them  giving  his  Parole  of  Honor,  for  himself, 
not  to  exceed  the  Limits  within  the  Town  of  Northampton,  that  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  Selectmen  &  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  said 
Towri.  And  that  such  other  Indulgence  &  Civility  be  shewn  them,  as 
shall  be  consistent  with  the  public  Safety,  so  long  as  they  shall  demean 
themselves  with  Decency  &  good  manners  ;  as  it  doth  not  appear  that 
they,  or  either  of  them  have  committed  Hostilities  against  this  Country. 

"  And  that  Thomas  Browning,  Edward  Burgess,  James  May,  John 
Horril,  Martin  Chace,  James  Collins,  Joseph  Clarke,  Jn"  Lanesborough, 
W»  Moore,  Tho^  Peck,  Thomas  Donaldson,  Rob'.  Light,  Tho^  Coffin, 
Tho».  Naich,  Giles  Jones,  Tho^  Tayler,  W'".  Allen,  W"'  Bicketts,  Jno''  El- 
lis, Jn°  Machirn,  W™  Mackey,  Uriah  Jones,  Mike  Lave,  Hugh  Hughes, 
Jn°  M'^Credge,  Arthur  Bemett,  Jn"  Baxter,  &  Abraham  Allett  Priv- 
ates— be  sent  to  the  Town  of  Northampton,  &  piat  under  the  Care  of  the 
Selectmen  of  said  Town,  and  the  said  Selectmen  are  directed  &  ordered 
to  confine  the  above  named  Prisoners  (or  either  of  them)  in  the  Goal  in 
Northampton,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  them,  &  see  that  they  are  pro- 
vided for,  in  such  way  &  manner,  having  regard  to  the  Security  &  In- 
terest of  the  Colony,  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet. — And  that  Lieut. 
Jonas  Parker  be  ordered  to  convey  the  above  named  Prisoners,  to 
Northampton,  &  be  ordered  to  deliver  the  Officers  first  named  to  the 
Keeper  of  the  said  Goal,  and  the  Officers  last  named  to  the  Selectmen  or 
Committee  of  Correspondence,  And  the  Privates  to  the  Selectmen  of 
said  Town.  And  the  Keeper  of  the  said  Goal  is  hereby  directed  & 
ordered  to  take  said  Prisoners  into  his  Custody,  &  confine  them  in  Goal 
And  see  that  they  are  provided  for,  at  the  charge  of  this  Colony,  untill 
further  Order. 

"  And  the  Innholders  upon  the  Road  from  Watertown  to  Northamp- 
ton Goal  are  hereby  directed  &  ordered  to  supply  the  aforesaid  Lieut. 
Parker,  with  suitable  provisions  for  his  Company,  &  the  Prisoners  un- 
der his  Care,  at  the  charge  of  this  Colony. — And  that  Rich''  Downey, 
James  Hickey,  Peter  Lime  &  Joseph  Clegg  a  Minor,  all  belonging  to 
Nova  Scotia  be  sent  to  the  Town  of  Marlborough  by  the  Same  Officer, 
&  put  under  the  Care  of  the  Selectmen  of  said  Town. 

•'And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  the  Said  Lieut.  Jonas  Parker,  also 
convey  Andrew  Hamilton  to  Springfield  Goal,  and  the  Keeper  of  the  said 
Goal  is  ordered  to  receive  the  said  And"  Hamilton  into  his  Ciistody,  & 
to  grant  him  the  Liberty  of  the  Yard  during  his  good  Behaviour,  upon 
the  faihire  of  which  to  put  him  under  close  confinement,  there  to  re- 
main 'till  further  Order. — And  the  said  Lieut.  Jonas  Parker  is  further 
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ordered,  to  convey  Mr.  Edward  Parry  to  the  Town  of  Sturbridge  in 
this  Colony,  and  deliver  him  into  the  Safe  keeping  of  the  Selectmen  of 
Said  Town  of  Sturbridge,  to  be  by  them  detained  &  provided  for  'till 
further  Order ;  And  if  on  any  pretence  whatever  he  Shall  presume  to 
leave  the  Said  Town  of  Sturbridge,  the  Said  Selectmen  of  said  Town  of 
Sturbridge,  are  hereby  ordered  to  apprehend  the  Said  Parry,  &  put  him 
under  close  confinement,  and  safely  keep  him  'till  further  Orders. 

"  And  the  said  Lieut.  Jonas  Parker  is  hereby  further  ordered  to  pro- 
cure two  pack-Horses  for  the  convenience  of  conveying  the  Baggages  & 
Cloaths  of  the  said  Capt.  Knight,  &  his  Company,  to  the  place  of  their 
destination. 

"  By  order  of  the  major  part  of  the  Council." 


'J^. 


^^/^^ 


Harsh  Treatment      The  first   prisoners  Sent  into  the  country 

couDtermaDded.     ^ere  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  British 

ship  Falcon,  named  in  the  above  document, 

who  were  placed  in  Northampton  and  elsewhere.     Sparks 
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says  that  the  order  for  harsh  treatment  was  countermanded 
while  the  prisoners  were  on  their  way  hither,  through  a 
dispatch  forwarded  by  Col.  Reed  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety.  But  the  above  quoted  order  shows  conclusively 
that  the  design  of  retaliation  had  been  abandoned  before 
Lieut.  Parker  started  on  his  journey.  Almost  the  identi- 
cal language  quoted  by  Sparks  as  contained  in  the  letter  of 
Reed,  is  to  be  found  in  the  order  of  instructions  to  Parker. 
The  communication  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  was  only 
an  official  notification  to  that  body  of  the  change  of  senti- 
ment. 

Only  one  Ordered  to  It  will  bc  uoted  that  ouly  ouc  man  among 
Close  Confinement,  the  prisouers  —  Budd,  the  gunner — was 
ordered  to  close  confinement,  ample  rea- 
sons being  given  for  his  sentence,  and  that  only  four  others 
were  refused  their  parole.  Three  of  them,  Robert  Arnold, 
Wm.  Broughton  and  Philobert  Dummitt,  petitioned  the 
General  Court  to  be  released  on  parole,  and  their  prayer 
was  granted. 

Expenses  of  t  h  e      Cougrcss  granted  to  the  midshipmen,  con- 
Prisoners.  fined  in  the  jail  here,   the  sum  of  $2  per 

week  for  the  time  they  severally  resided  in 
Northampton,  after  the  21^'  of  May,  1776.  The  order  on 
the  town  treasurer  dated  Nov.  26,  1776,  and  signed  by  the 
selectmen,  is  on  file.  The  amount  was  paid  by  the  town. 
Seven  persons  are  named  in  the  order,  and  the  entire 
amount  was  £26.19.  It  was  distributed  as  follows:  —  Dr. 
McFaggen  £4.4  ;  Mr.  Sprowle  £6.9  ;  Capt.  Hitch  £8.2  ;  Mr. 
Carthew  £2.10;  Billy  Broughton  £2.1  ;  Mr.  Duiisin  £2.1  ; 
Mr.  Bogie  £2.1.  Two  of  the  first  consignment  of  prisoners 
died  here  :  —  Arthur  Bennett,  in  Oct.  1775,  and  Richard 
Stilton  fleet,  in  Oct.  of  the  following  year. 

other  British  Pris-     Other  prisoucrs  were  sent  here  as  the  war 
oners.  progrcsscd,  and  the  jail  was  never  without 

its  quota  of  British  captives.  In  1776,  the 
number  was  sixty-eight.  Some  of  them  were  condemned 
to  close  confinement,  and  they  were  constantly  petitioning 
for  the  liberty  of  the  town,  which  was  usually  granted. 
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They  undoubtedly  endeavored  to  get  all  tlie  enjoyment  pos- 
sible out  of  tlieir  unsatisfactory  position.  That  they  be- 
came something  of  a  nuisance  to  the  citizens  of  the  place, 
may  well  be  believed.  It  is  but  natural  to  conclude  that 
they  did  not  always  conduct  themselves  properly,  for  in 
December,  1775,  the  matter  was  brought  before  the  town. 
An  article  was  inserted  in  the  warrant  relative  to  allowing 
the  officers  and  midshipmen  confined  in  the  jail  to  be  ab- 
sent from  their  lodgings  in  the  evening.  No  other  action 
was  taken  than  to  allow  the  article  to  "  subside," 

Whigs  and  Tories.  It  is  difficult  iu  the  light  of  the  civilizatiou 
of  the  present  day  fully  to  comprehend  the 
bitter  hostility  that  existed  between  whigs  and  tories  before 
and  during  the  struggle  with  Great  Britain.  The  feeling 
manifested  during  the  late  rebellion  between  federalist  and 
"copperhead,"  between  northern  born  and  southern  born, 
was  never  so  intense  as  that  which  prevailed  during  the  de- 
cade that  included  the  Revolution.  On  the  broad  ground 
of  liberty  as  established  by  chartered  rights,  the  whigs  re- 
sisted the  oppressions  of  the  mother-country.  Ready  to 
sacrifice  property  and  life  itself  if  need  be,  in  vindication 
of  these  rights,  they  had  little  patience  with  those  who 
through  lukewarmness  or  policy,  hoped  by  delay  and 
acquiescence,  to  bring  about  reconciliation.  On  the  other 
hand  the  tories,  while  many  of  them  were  to  an  extent 
patriotic,  claimed  that  submission  to  a  power  so  greatly 
superior,  was  the  only  way  to  overcome  existing  difficulties, 
and  secure  the  prosperity  of  the  colonies. 

Much  Unpleasant-  Tliis  diversity  of  sentiment,  maintained 
ness between  the  with  equal  eamestuess  on  both  sides,  led  to 
much  unpleasantness.  Everywhere  the 
whigs  were  numerically  the  stronger,  and  in  many  instances 
took  summary  metliods  to  reclaim  their  misguided  breth- 
ren. West  of  Connecticut  River  the  lines  were  strongly 
marked,  and  the  people  were  energetic  in  their  movements. 
Throughout  this  entire  section  the  sentiment  against  tories 
was  bitter,  and  many  of  them  were  sent  to  jail,  or  forced 
to  fly  to  more  congenial  climes.  But  in  Northampton,  at 
least,  greater  conservatism  prevailed,  and  less  disposition 
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seems  to  have  been  manifested  to  molest  friends  and  neigh- 
bors. Several  of  the  more  pronounced  tories  in  town  suf- 
fered certain  indignities,  but  in  most  cases  it  was  through 
the  lead  of  persons  from  other  places,  aided  and  abetted, 
of  course,  by  men  residing  here. 

The  Lines  Tightly      As   prominent   men  were  ranged   on  both 
^i'^^°-  sides  of  this  important  question,  and  were 

equally  strenuous  in  upholding  their  opin- 
ions, there  were  doubtless  many  wordy  battles  and  forensic 
fusillades.  Up  to  1764,  when  the  line  of  demarcation  be- 
came marked,  this  town  had  been  represented  for  many 
years  by  one  who  was  afterwards  a  leading  tory.  The  next 
year,  when  the  excitement  over  the  passage  of  the  Stamp 
Act  was  at  its  height,  the  whig  party  came  to  the  front, 
and  never  did  a  tory  again  occupy  that  important  position. 
Apparently  there  was  less  party  movement  in  the  town 
than  in  most  others  in  this  vicinity.  It  is  not  on  record 
that  any  unlawful  act  was  committed  against  these  mis- 
guided men  by  citizens  of  the  town,  acting  in  a  body, 
though  some  of  the  leading  tories,  as  will  shortly  appear, 
were  legally  chastised  for  their  heresies.  As  might  be  ex- 
pected, personal  pique  and  a  desire  to  gratify  private  spite 
was  in  many  cases  the  motive  that  dictated  these  move- 
ments. 

Tories  Mobbed.  As  the  cxcitement  increased,  the  populace 
took  matters  into  their  own  hands,  and 
mobs  to  punish  tories,  or  make  them  recant,  were  gathered 
in  many  towns  in  Western  Massachusetts.  Obnoxious  per- 
sons were  sent  to  the  Northampton  jail  from  Pittsfield  and 
other  towns. 

Northampton  Tories     During  the  first  year  of  the  war  some  of 
sent  to  Jail.  the  buildcrs  of  the  new  jail  had  an  oppor- 

tunity to  test  the  quality  of  their  work. 
Timothy  Dwight,  Solomon  Stoddard,  Gideon  Clark,  and 
Haines  Kingsley,  were  tories,  and  for  that  reason  were 
sent  to  the  jail  they  had  just  erected.  It  is  said  that  they 
were  the  first  to  occupy  the  new  structure.  Eleazar  Alvord 
had  lived  for  several  years  with  Haines  Kingsley,  but  left 


1T75.]  REVOLUTION— PRISONERS   OF  WAR— TORIES.  373 

him  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  When  these  men  were  in- 
carcerated, Alvord,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Kingsley,  re- 
mained with  them  in  the  prison  as  their  waiter  during  the 
night.  He  obtained  liquor  for  them,  and  they  had  a  merry 
time.  In  the  morning  they  were  released.  They  were  un- 
doubtedly confined  by  process  of  law,  as  constable  Abner 
Lyman  brought  them  to  the  jail. 

Some  of  the  Lead-      Dwiglit  and  Stoddard  of  Northampton,  the 
ing  Tories.-  WilUamses  of  Hatfield,  and  Seth  Catlin  of 

Deerfield,  were  among  the  leading  tories  of 
this  section,  and  several  of  them  had  pressing  invitations 
from  the  people  to  recant.  Mobs  from  the  surrounding 
towns  called  upon  them,  committees  were  sent  in  to  labor 
with  them,  and  they  were  generally  persuaded  by  argu- 
ments tempered  with  flip,  to  accede  to  whatever  demands 
were  made. 

A  Mob  from  Peiham.  A  miscellaneous  party  of  ardent  whigs 
from  Peiham,  came  over  the  river  on  the 
2''  of  February,  1775,  on  a  tour  of  education.  Their  action 
is  best  described  in  the  diary  of  Jonathan  Judd,  already 
quoted,  who  was  present  in  Northampton  during  a  part  of 
the  proceedings.  Under  date  of  February  2'',  he  writes  :  — 
'•  Went  in  the  afternoon  to  Northampton,  hear  that  there  is  a  mob 
ripe  from  the  eastward  and  have  taken  Col".  Williams  &  his  son  Israel. 
They  are  carried  in  the  Evening  to  Hadley.  *  *  *  Fryday  3,  hear 
early  that  Col".  Williams  is  under  Keepers  who  insult  him  very  highly 
&  that  they  are  coming  over  for  Mr.  Stoddard  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence meet  and  know  not  what  to  Do,  are  irresolute,  non-plussed 
«fe  Divided.  About  lO^g  they  came,  Chester  Williams  as  their  Head, 
March  up  to  Mr.  Stoddard's,  form  before  his  Door  and  their  Committee 
goes  in  to  him  with  whom  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  was  be- 
fore, he  agrees  at  last  to  go  with  them  tho'  he  is  low  in  Health.  They 
act  like  mad  people,  tho  well  for  a  Mob  both  at  his  house  and  after- 
wards. *  *  *  The  Mob  tried  Col°  Williams  after  their  committee 
had  prepared  the  Charge  &  Evidence  and  he  got  off  in  the  Evening 
with  signing  a  Confession  of  What  they  proved,  which  were  the 
smaller  parts.  But  by  reason  of  some  Menaces  the  Col"  and  Israel  were 
giiarded  home.  This  we  heard  in  the  Evening.  Dr.  Hunt  and  others 
were  engaged  this  Evening  to  endeavor  to  stop  the  Mob  from  any 
further  abuse  to  those  they  have  if  thej-  do  not  disperse  to  Night  and 
there  seems  to  be  some  spirit  in  the  Town  tho  there  was  none  in  the 
Morning,  but  were  affraid  to  be  known  to  endeavour  to  enforce  Obe- 
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dience  to  the  Resolves  of  the  Congress.  Lodge  at  Dr.  Hunts.  Satur- 
day 4,  hear  that  Mr.  Stoddard  was  dismissed  last  Night  pretty  late 
after  a  Trial  similar  to  Col"  Williams.  Those  of  the  Northampton 
Committee  that  were  at  Hadley  helped  him  what  they  could.  People 
condemn  the  Mob  very  freely  to-Day  and  I  fancy  that  something  will 
be  done  by  the  Commitees  about  it.  *  *  *  Thursday  9.  Last  Even- 
ing received  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  &  Inspec- 
tion at  Northampton  Declaring  their  Resolution  against  Mobs  and  De- 
sire every  Town  will  join  in  the  same  Sent  round  to  both  our  commit- 
tees to  meet  to-morrow  afternoon.  Fryday  10.  *  *  *  The  Commit- 
tees meet,  adopt  Measures  recommended,  answer  Northampton  Letter 
and  order  their  opinion  to  be  posted  up  in  the  Taverns.  We  are  well 
agreed." 

It  is  stated  that  the  Pelham  people  owed  money  to  Mr. 
Stoddard,  and  that  a  part  of  their  whigism,  at  least,  origi- 
nated in  a  disposition  not  to  pay  their  debts. 

Mr.  Stoddard  Unre-    This  treatment  of  Mr.  Stoddard  by  the  mob 

claimed-.  ^{^  j^q^  wliolly  convert  him.      On  the  last 

day  of  the  month  Mr.  Judd  again  refers  to 

him  :  — 

"  Major  Stoddard  was  very  imprudent  and  yesterday  they  were  after 

him  in  Northampton.     *    *    *    T^ey  took  Major  Stoddard  but  not  as 

a  mobb  and  the  Committee  met  but  proved  nothing  against  him." 

Tories  put  ou  the      In   July  of  the  following  year,    Stoddard, 
Town  Limits.  Clark,  and  Kingsley  were  required  to  give 

their  affidavit,  engaging  themselves  to  re- 
port all  conspiracies  or  other  movements  inimical  to  the 
cause  of  liberty,  and  to  promise  not  to  go  outside  the 
bounds  of  Northampton  without  permission  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety.  The  following  month  Erastus  Dwight 
was  ordered  to  give  up  his  arms  and  remain  within  the 
limits  of  the  town.  Three  years  later  all  the  above  named 
persons,  including  Erastus  Dwight,  had  apparently  been 
converted  from  their  heresies,  and  were  permitted  by  the 
Committee  of  Safety  to  bear  arms  in  defense  of  their 
country.  The  names  of  Haines  Kingsley  and  Solomon 
Stoddard  are  found  upon  the  list  of  military  averages,  but 
it  is  not  probable  that  either  of  them  ever  engaged  in  active 
service.  It  is  quite  certain  that  they  did  not  enlist,  and  if 
drafted  they  probably  procured  substitutes. 
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Military  Matters  in  Duriiig  tliis  year  mucli  was  undertaken  by 
Northampton.  i\-^q  patriotic  citizens  of  this  town  to  perfect 
themselves  in  military  exercises.  Several 
companies  were  formed  and  much  time  spent  in  drilling. 
The  most  favorable  ground  for  this  purpose  seems  to  have 
been  upon  the  plain,  near  the  Bridge  Street  cemetery. 
Among  certain  papers,  undoubtedly  in  the  handwriting  of 
Major  Hawley,  has  been  found  an  agreement,  ^  drawn  up 
May  20,  1775,  for  the  formation  of  a  military  company,  as 
well  as  a  "MSS.  address,  which  was  apparently  the  speech 
made  by  the  major  to  the  volunteers.  This  agreement 
stipulated  that  the  company  should  continue  in  force  for 
three  months  from  the  first  of  June  ensuing,  and  the  men 
were  to  "appear  upon  every  Monday  and  Thursday,  in 
every  week,  at  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  upon  the  plain 
near  the  burying  ground,"  "  every  one  well  accoutered  with 
firelock  clean  and  in  good  order."  It  contained  the  follow- 
ing signatures:  —  Enos  Kingsley,  William  Pomeroy,  Hol- 
lister  Baker,  Stephen  Hubbard,  Joseph  Clarke,  Amasa 
Clap,  Thomas  Stearns,  Luke  Lyman,  Samuel  Wright, 
Elisha  Lyman,  Samuel  Hunt,  Asahel  Pomeroy,  Thomas 
Craige,  Joseph  Lyman,  Moses  Kingsley,  Seth  Clap,  Medad 
Clarke,  Simeon  Guilford,  and  John  Strong. 

Of  the  above  named  men,  nineteen  in  number,  the  names 
of  one  half  will  be  found  upon  the  muster-rolls  of  com- 
panies that  saw  active  service.  The  company,  if  one  was 
formed  at  that  time,  evidently  did  not  enter  the  army 
as  a  whole,  but  its  members  joined  different  organizations 
as  the  war  progressed,  and  calls  were  made  for  soldiers. 

Mr.  Hawiey-s  Address.     In  the  addrcss  by  Major  Hawley  appears 
the  following  paragraph  :  — 

"  We  have  seen  within  the  compass  of  a  year  two  companies  formed 
in  this  town  for  the  sole  purpose  of  learning  the  military  art.  The  first 
evaporated  or  came  to  nothing  by  reason  of  a  defect  in  its  first  institu- 
tion and  the  second  is  gone  to  defend  their  comitry.  A  third  I  hope  will 
be  formed  which  will  not  labor  under  the  difficulties  and  defects  of  the 
first,  without  countenance  or  patronage  ;  nor  fall  short  of  the  second 
in  point  of  dexterity,  good  order  and  discipline." 

1  Thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Chas.  L.  Shaw,  of  New  York,  for  copies  of  the  above  doc- 
uments. 
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REVOLUTION— INVASION   OF   CANADA. 

An  Expedition  against    The  attempt  to  Capture  Canada  quickly 
Canada.  followed  the  reductioH  of  the  forts  that 

barred  the  gate-way  thither,  .  The  com- 
manders most  conspicuous  in  accomplishing  these  glorious 
results  were  the  first  to  suggest  the  desirability  of  using 
the  road  they  had  laid  open.  To  Col.  Ethan  Allen  and 
Col.  James  Easton,  belongs  the  credit  of  the  first  proposi- 
tion for  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Almost  simultaneously 
these  two  men  recommended  the  movement,  the  former  to 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York,  and  the  latter  to 
that  of  Massachusetts.  Heretofore  the  colonies  had  suf- 
fered much  from  the  hostile  raids  emanating  from  Canada. 
They  considered  it  a  matter  of  self-protection  to  conquer  or 
neutralize  that  Province.  While  they  hoped  for  assistance 
from  the  people  living  there,  when  once  an  army  of  inva- 
sion appeared,  they  also  understood  the  advantage  of  a 
speedy  movement  in  that  direction  before  British  troops 
arrived.  The  proposition  was  favorably  received  by  both 
governments.  New  York  and  Connecticut  furnished  an 
army  of  2,000  men,  under  command  of  Gen.  Philip  Schuy- 
ler, who  had  been  appointed  by  the  Continental  Congress, 
commander  of  the  northern  division  of  the  army,  and  of 
Gen.  Richard  Montgomery.  During  the  last  days  of 
August  this  little  army  marched  into  the  enemies'  country. 
St.  Johns  and  Fort  Chamble  were  captured,  and  the  efforts 
to  enlist  soldiers  in  Canada  were  reasonably  successful.  On 
the  13"'  of  November,  Gen.  Montgomery  marched  into  the 
city  of  Montreal,  Gen.  Schuyler  having  been  compelled  by 
sickness  to  retire.  No  regiments  from  this  section  partici- 
pated in  this  expedition,  and  no  further  detail  of  its  move- 
ments seems  necessary. 
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Benedict  Arnold's  To  co-operate  with  this  army,  General 
Movement  against  Washington  Ordered  another  detachment 
against  Quebec  by  way  of  the  Kennebeck 
River  through  the  trackless  wilderness.  The  command  of 
this  force,  which  consisted  of  eleven  hundred  men,  was 
given  to  Col.  Benedict  Arnold.  Two  months  were  con- 
sumed in  this  perilous  march,  and  the  little  army  after  en- 
during almost  incredible  hardships,  appeared  about  seven 
hundred  strong,  on  the  9"'  of  November,  at  Point  Levi  on 
the  St.  Lawrence  opposite  Quebec.  Four  days  elapsed  be- 
fore the  river  could  be  crossed,  and  by  that  time  Gen.  Carle- 
ton,  who  had  escaped  from  Montreal,  was  prepared  for 
Arnold's  reception.  Unable  to  surprise  the  city,  and  with 
his  force  so  greatly  reduced,  Arnold  declined  the  hazard  of 
an  assault,  and  retreated  twenty  miles  down  the  river  to 
await  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Montgomery.  That  union  was 
not  effected  till  the  first  of  December,  and  by  it  the  army 
was  increased  to  an  aggregate  of  less  than  1,000  men.  A 
siege  of  three  weeks  followed,  when  an  assault  was  made 
on  the  last  day  of  December.  Both  sides  of  the  city  were 
attacked,  and  both  detachments  succeeded  in  passing  the 
outer  batteries.  Gen.  Montgomery  was  killed  while  forcing 
a  battery  at  Cape  Diamond,  and  his  men  retreated.  Ar- 
nold's detachment  penetrated  to  the  second  barrier,  when 
its  commander  was  so  severely  wounded  that  he  had  to  be 
borne  from  the  field.  His  soldiers  fought  bravely,  but  the 
enemy  coming  upon  their  rear,  between  three  and  four 
hundred  were  made  prisoners.  Arnold  retreated  about 
three  miles,  and  there  forming  ramparts  of  frozen  snow 
and  blocks  of  ice,  he  kept  Quebec  in  a  state  of  blockade 
throughout  the  winter. 

Northampton  Men  in  Nine  men  f  rom  Northampton  participated 
this  Expedition.  j^  ^-his  expedition.  All  but  two  of  them 
were  members  of  Capt.  Allen's  company 
of  minute-men,  and  most  of  them  enlisted  at  Dorchester  in 
the  fall  of  1775,  under  Capt.  Jonas  Hubbard.  Their  names 
were  Abner  Lyman,  Jonathan  Pomeroy  (son  of  Josiah), 
Seth  Lyman  Jr. ,  Elias  Thayer,  Russell  Clark,  Paul  Clapp, 
Oliver  Edwards,  Lemuel  Bates,  Joseph  Parsons  Jr.  They 
went  with   Arnold  through  the  wilderness,  endured  the 
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hardships  of  that  terrible  march,  and  participated  in  the 
attack  npon  the  city  on  the  last  day  of  the  year.  Six  of 
them  were  made  prisoners  and  confined  in  the  jail  at  Que- 
bec till  the  following  July. 

Narrative  of  one  of  Lemuel  Bates,  aftcrwards  a  resident  of 
the  Survivors.  Southampton,  gives  the  following  account 
of  his  experiences  in  that  expedition.^ 
While  in  Dorchester  about  the  first  of  September,  he  en- 
listed for  the  enterprise  against  Quebec  under  Arnold, 
Jonas  Hubbard,  Capt.  He  left  Cambridge  on  the  la**"  of 
September,  marched  to  Newburyport  where  all  embarked 
on  transports,  and  sailed  for  the  Kennebec  River.  In  a 
few  days  they  reached  Fort  Western,  opposite  the  present 
town  of  Augusta,  the  head  of  ship  navigation  on  that 
river.  Here  they  were  transferred  to  batteaux,  and  on  the 
30*''  of  October  reached  Dead  River,  a  branch  of  the  Ken- 
nebec. The  sufferings  of  the  army  were  intense.  In 
forcing  the  batteaux  through  the  rapids  the  men  were  com- 
pelled to  wade  many  times  in  icy  water  waist  deep.  Around 
falls,  rapids  and  other  obstructions,  boats,  provisions  and 
ammunition  had  to  be  carried.  Eight  men  were  required 
to  transport  a  single  boat.  From  Dead  River,  Col.  Enos 
and  the  rear  division  returned.^  Bates  thought  that  Enos' 
party  might  have  kept  on  as  well  as  the  rest  of  them. 
They  arrived  at  the  river  Caudiare  after  much  suffering 
early  in  November.  Reaching  Point  Levi  on  the  9*'\  they 
crossed  the  St.  Lawrence  on  the  IS*'',  and  encamped  on  the 
plains  of  Abraham.  Three  days  afterwards  the  army  re- 
treated to  Point  an  Trembles  to  await  the  appearance  of 
Gen.  Montgomery.  Upon  his  arrival  they  moved  forward 
and  invested  the  city.  Bates  participated  in  the  attack 
upon  Quebec,  and  was  made  prisoner.    Capt.  Hubbard  was 

1  Mr.  Bates  was  born  in  Durham,  Ct.,  Aug.  30,  17.55,  removed  with  his  father  to 
Southampton,  in  1T68.  He  resided  in  Northampton  in  1775,  and  in  Blandford  from 
1789  to  1801. 

2  Heavy  rains  raised  the  river  much  above  the  average,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
turbulence  of  the  waters,  seven  of  the  batteaux  and  their  contents  were  lost.  Orders 
were  then  sent  back  to  Col.  Enos,  in  command  of  the  rear  division  at  Dead  River 
junction,  to  send  forward  as  many  of  the  strongest  men  as  he  could  supply  with  fif- 
teen days'  provision,  and  return  with  the  rest.  This  order  was  misconstrued,  or  pur- 
posely misunderstood,  and  Enos  marched  back  to  Cambridge  with  the  entire  rear 
guard.  He  was  afterwards  tried  by  Court  Martial  and  acquitted.— Sparks'  Life  of 
Arnold,  p.  37. 
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mortally  wounded  and  eleven  of  liis  company  killed.  The 
soldiers  were  put  into  the  common  jail,  where  they  suffered 
much  from  want  of  ])rovisions  and  fuel.  Rations  were 
scant  throughout  the  city,  and  wood  was  very  scarce.  The 
smallpox  was  quite  prevalent,  and  Bates  had  it  in  the  nat- 
ural way.  On  the  10"'  of  August,  1776,  the  prisoners  were 
liberated,  engaging  not  to  serve  against  England  till  they 
had  been  regularly  exchanged.  Four  hundred  men  em- 
barked in  transports,  and  arrived  in  New  York  harbor 
under  convoy,  about  the  middle  of  September.  Soon  after 
they  reached  the  city,  New  York  was  captured  by  the  Brit- 
ish, and  the  prisoners  were  landed  at  Elizabethtown,  N.  J. 
They  managed  to  reach  Washington's  army  at  Valentine's 
Hill,  and  there  Bates  found  his  old  commander,  Capt. 
Allen,  enlisted  for  a  year's  service.  Here  he  received  a 
portion  of  his  pay,  and  soon  after  set  out  for  home.  His 
father  met  him  at  Southwick,  and  he  reached  Northampton 
about  the  first  of  October.  Paul  Clapp,  Joseph  Parsons 
Jr.,  Russell  Clark,  and  Oliver  Edwards  of  Northampton, 
were  taken  prisoners  with  Bates,  and  most  of  them  reached 
home  within  a  few  days  of  his  return. 

The  other  North-  Noue  of  the  otlicr  soldiers  from  this  town 
ampton  Soldiers  volunteered  to  enter  the  city  with  Arnold. 
The  time  for  which  they  had  enlisted  ex- 
pired on  the  day  of  the  battle,  and  thej^  started  for  home. 
They  sold  the  packs  of  those  who  had  been  taken  prisoners, 
containing  clothing,  etc.,  and  used  the  proceeds  to  x>ay  their 
way,  much  to  the  discomfort  of  their  companions  in  prison. 
The  prisoners  were  all  captured  within  the  limits  of  the 
city.  While  in  the  Quebec  jail  they  heard  no  news  from 
the  army  or  from  home,  till  Humphrey  Richardson  (an 
apprentice  of  Abner  Barnard)  was  captured  and  confined 
with  them. 

A  westhampton        Ebeuezcr  Gee  of  Westhampton  enlisted  at 
Soldier.  Dorchcster  in  the  Arnold  expedition,  under 

Capt.  Scott  of  Londonderry,  N.  H.  He 
went  with  the  rest  to  Dead  River  and  returned  with  Col. 
Enos.  He  rejoined  his  old  company  at  Dorchester,  in  the 
latter  part  of  December,  and  was  discharged  in  the  month 
of  January  following. 
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Results  of  the  First  TllG  first  year  of  the  war  closed  to  the  ad- 
Year  of  the  war.  vantage  of  the  patriots.  Lexington  and 
Bunker  Hill  had  shown  the  British  troops 
the  fighting  qualities  of  the  undisciplined  soldiers  of  the 
colonies.  In  Massachusetts,  while  the  English  were  nomi- 
nally victorious,  they  were  closely  confined  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  the  little  liill  they  had  won  at  so  great  a  cost. 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  had  been  captured,  and  the 
invasion  of  Canada  had  proved  in  a  measure  successful. 
Montreal  had  been  taken,  Quebec  invested  and  the  sterling 
qualities  of  the  colonial  commanders  and  their  soldiers  had 
been  abundantly  proved.  On  the  whole  the  outlook  was 
encouraging  ;  the  patriots  had  learned  that  the  fight  for 
independence  had  commenced,  and  that  there  would  be  no 
backwai'd  step. 

Soldiers  to  Reinforce  Early  in  1776,  efforts  wcrc  made  to  enlist 
Arnold  Raised iu  soldicrs  to  reiuforce  Gen.  Arnold  in  Can- 
amps  ire.  ^^^^  Major  Hawley  and  five  others  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  raise  a  regiment  for  that  purpose 
in  Hampshire  County.  Under  this  authority  companies 
were  organized  in  different  sections,  and  the  regiment 
placed  under  the  command  of  Col.  Elisha  Porter  of  Had- 
ley.  These  companies  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  their  des- 
tination as  fast  as  they  were  ready  to  march.  Capt.  Israel 
Chapin  of  Hatfield  commanded  a  company  in  which  a  num- 
ber of  Northampton  men  were  enlisted.  Capt.  Thomas 
Alexander  of  Northfield  had  another  company.  Records 
of  the  marching  of  these  two  companies,  though  they 
traversed  practically  the  same  route  to  Canada,  show  that 
they  started  on  different  dates.  The  itinerary  of  Capt. 
Chapin's  company,  as  given  by  one  of  the  Northampton 
soldiers,  follows.  Capt.  Alexander's  journal  shows  that  he 
left  Northfield  March  6"",  went  to  Hadley,  and  did  not 
start  on  the  direct  march  till  the  IS'*",  when  Capt.  Chapin 
had  been  ten  days  on  the  way.  Other  recruits  followed  at 
intervals  and  some  were  met  by  the  retreating  army,  after 
the  complete  failure  of  the  enterprise.  As  the  soldiers  had 
no  tents,  and  were  obliged  to  depend  for  shelter  on  such 
places  as  could  be  found  along  the  line  of  march,  stopping 
at  taverns  and  bivouacking  in  barns  and  outhouses,  it  was 
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the  policy  to  send  small  detaclimeiits  at  frequent  intervals 
of  time. 

Noah  Cook's  Account  Noali  Cook,  wliose  account  of  tlie  march 
of  the  March  to  yf  the  Northampton  minute-men  has  been 
previously  quoted,  re-enlisted  for  the  Can- 
ada expedition  within  a  few  weeks  after  his  return  from 
Boston.  From  him  Sylvester  Judd  obtained  the  following 
statement  :  — 

"In  Fabrnary,  1776,  Cook  enlisted  with  others  for  one  j'ear,  to  re- 
inforce the  army  in  Canada.  The  officers  of  the  company  were  Capt. 
Israel  Cliapin  of  Hatfield,  Lieuts.  Seth  Hmit  of  Northampton  and 
David  White  of  Hadley,  Ens.  Nathaniel  Sylvester  of  Chesterfield.  The 
company,  about  one  hundred  in  number,  was  enlisted  from  several  of 
the  Hampshire  towns.  They  were  all  young,  stout,  and  brave  men. 
On  the  3''  of  March  they  paraded  before  the  meeting  house  in  North- 
ampton, where  Mr.  Hooker  made  a  prayer.  That  afternoon  they 
marched  to  Williamsburg  and  stopped  at  Capt.  Fairfield's  tavern,  but 
found  no  snow.  The  next  night  they  were  at  Worthington,  where 
snow  was  plenty.  On  the  third  night  they  encamped  between  Worth- 
ington and  Williamstown,  and  the  fourth  night  was  spent  at  Wil- 
liamstown.  They  were  all  on  foot.  Perez  Bardwell  of  Hatfield  (or 
Whatel}'),  accompanied  them  with  a  sleigh,  and  carried  their  bag- 
gage. Each  man  had  a  little  silver  money  in  his  pocket,  and  all  had 
snow  shoes,  but  did  not  need  to  use  them.  They  were  at  Bennington 
on  the  fifth  night,  but  the  snow  had  disappeared.  Here  was  a  meeting 
house  with  several  dwellings  about  it,  and  among  them  two  taverns. 
They  passed  through  Shaftsbury  and  Arlington,  crossed  Wells'  pond 
on  the  ice,  and  passed  the  sixth  night  at  Wells.  Here  they  found  more 
snow,  and  some  of  the  men  put  on  snow  shoes.  They  crossed  the  lake 
on  the  ice  above  Mt.  Independence,  and  arrived  at  Ticonderoga  on  the 
seventh  day  after  leaving  Northampton.  Here  provisions  were  distrib- 
uted. The  weather  had  grown  much  milder,  but  the  company  went  up 
to  Crown  Point  on  the  ice,  which  was  in  some  places  covered  with 
water.  They  continued  the  march  on  the  ice,  but  it  soon  became  too 
frail.  So  weak  was  it  that  they  were  compelled  to  lead  the  horses,  and 
draw  by  hand  the  sleigh  and  a  hay  sled,  made  by  the  soldiers  by  hand. 
One  horse  broke  through  the  ice  and  was  drawn  out  of  the  water  nine 
times.  The  other  one  was  placed  on  the  sled  and  drawn  to  the  shore. 
They  succeeded  in  reaching  the  eastern  shore  of  the  lake  in  safety,  just 
at  the  narrows,  but  found  no  inhabitants.  They  proceeded  to  Onion 
river,  now  Burlington  by  land,  where  they  found  a  family  of  high 
Dutch.  No  house  was  seen  between  Crown  Point  and  Burlington.  At 
Colchester,  the  next  stopping  place,  temporary  barracks  were  found, 
but  no  inhabitants.  Here  Bardwell  left  his  sleigh  and  returned  home 
with  his  horses.  At  Crown  Point  nothing  remained  but  the  old  fort 
with  a  scanty  guard.     From  Ticonderoga  they  had  a  Frenchman  for  a 
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guide.  The  weather  turning  cold,  they  were  able  to  cross  the  lake  on 
the  ice,  landing  just  below  Grand  Isle,  then  uninhabited.  In  crossing 
the  lake  from  Colchester  Point  they  put  up  a  pole  with  a  blanket,  and 
the  wind  being  favorable  they  went  swiftly  across  the  lake  to  the 
White  House,  nearly  opposite  the  lower  part  of  Grand  Isle.  Only  one 
house  was  seen  there,  and  that  appeared  to  be  tenantless. 

"  Cook  and  eight  or  ten  others  were  detailed  as  an  advanced  guard, 
and  went  forward  about  five  miles,  to  Dutchman's  Point.  The  lake 
was  open,  and  they  embarked  in  batteaux,  and  went  to  St.  Johns  and 
Chamblee.  At  St.  Johns  were  a  few  huts  and  a  large  stone  house,  below 
St.  Johns  were  a  few  French  settlers.  Between  the  latter  place  and 
Chamblee  he  stayed  at  a  Frenchman's  house.  At  Chamblee  was  a  fort 
and  quite  a  village.  Here  at  the  foot  of  the  falls  they  came  upon  a 
company  of  Americans ;  Lucius  Knight  was  among  them.  They  re- 
mained at  this  place  till  the  rest  of  the  company  came  up.  French 
horses  and  trains  (sleighs),  were  hired  and  the  party  went  down  the 
Sorel  and  St.  Lawrence  rivers,  on  the  ice.  French  trains  would  carry 
but  five  or  six  men  each,  and  were  but  little  better  than  a  stone  boat. 
The  drivers  wore  red  caps,  and  were  full  of  gabble,  and  the  horses 
heads  were  decorated  with  tassels.  They  traveled  about  sixty  miles  a 
day,  and  reached  Three  Rivers  on  the  second  day,  making  but  one  stop 
on  the  way.  A  halt  was  made  at  this  place  ;  it  was  Palm  Sunday,  and 
there  was  a  procession  of  good  Catholics  with  priests  bearing  branches 
of  trees  instead  of  palms.  The  march  was  continued,  sometimes  by 
land,  and  sometimes  on  the  river,  to  the  Plains  of  Abraham,  where 
they  arrived  on  the  3''  of  April.  The  snow  was  very  deep.  About  a 
mile  from  Quebec,  they  crossed  the  St.  Charles  river  to  the  village  of 
Shelibo,  five  miles  from  the  city  on  the  west.  Here  they  found  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Stoddard,  a  company,  among  which  the  small 
pox  was  raging.  The  entire  company,  on  their  arrival,  was  inoculated. 
Having  no  surgeon,  they  inoculated  themselves.  No  medicine  was  to 
be  had  except  boiled  butternut  bark  and  Swede  syrup  and  pills. 

"About  the  10">  of  April,  after  the  soldiers  had  been  inoculated  and 
before  they  were  sick,  the  company  was  ordered  to  the  Plains  of  Abra- 
ham in  the  night,  to  clear  away  the  snow  which  was  about  six  feet 
deep.  They  marched  on  the  crust,  cleared  a  small  spot,  and  returned 
to  their  former  camp  in  the  morning.  The  soldiers  now  began  to  be 
sick,  and  with  no  conveniences  or  comforts,  were  compelled  to  care  for 
each  other.  William  Dada  of  Southampton,  not  having  been  inocula- 
ted, died  there. 

"  During  the  last  days  of  April,  several  companies  of  soldiers  arrived 
in  the  vicinity  of  Quebec,  Col.  Porter  commanding  the  regiment.  In 
it  was  a  company  under  Capt.  Josiah  Lyman  of  Bek-hertowii,  another 
under  Capt.  Alexander  of  Northfield,  and  a  third  under  Capt.  Chapin 
of  Springfield.  Capt.  Wheeler  of  Vermont  also  commanded  a  com- 
pany. 

"On  the  5^''  of  May,  a  British  fleet  appeared  in  the  harbor  of  Quebec, 
and  orders  were  issued  for  an  immediate  retreat.  Some  of  the  soldiers 
had  not  recovered,  and  many  were  yet  weak.     Four  men  were  left  be- 
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hind,  William  Clark  and  a  mulato  named  Prut,  both  from  Hadley, 
Isaac  Walker  of  Hatfield,  and  a  man  from  Chesterfield.  Clark  refused 
to  be  inoculated  and  died.  Solomon  Clapp,  son  of  Asahel.  of  North- 
ampton, was  taken  sick  at  Charablee.  Eliab  Alvord  of  Hatfield,  re- 
mained and  took  care  of  him.     Both  afterwards  came  back. 

"As  they  were  retreating,  large  bodies  of  men  marched  out  of 
Quebec,  and  their  glistening  arms  were  distinctly  seen.  The  St.  Law- 
rence river  was  open.  About  two-thirds  of  the  company  crossed  the 
river  St.  Charles,  while  Cook,  with  the  rest  went  down  the  river  five 
miles  before  crossing.  They  came  upon  an  Indian  village,  where  a 
Scotchman  who  had  a  saw  mill  was  sawing  for  the  Americans.  Here 
was  a  bridge  upon  which  they  crossed  the  river,  and  then  passed 
through  the  woods  in  a  deep  snow,  on  account  of  which  they  were  com- 
pelled to  lighten  their  packs.  In  five  or  six  miles  they  came  upon  the 
road  in  the  rear  of  the  main  army,  along  which  were  strewn  guns  and 
packs,  that  the  sick  and  feeble  had  thrown  away.  The  next  day  in 
crossing  a  stream  thej'  were  assailed  by  a  frigate,  but  no  one  was  in- 
jured. Having  joined  the  rest  of  the  company  the  same  day,  they  took 
boats  and  went  up  the  St.  Lawrence.  In  crossing  Lake  St.  Peters,  they 
were  roughly  handled  by  a  gale  of  wind,  but  landed  in  safety  at  Sorel, 
and  went  on  towards  Chamblee.  Silas  Warner  of  Northampton,  son 
of  Mark  Warner  3',  died  near  Sorel  river,  he  had  not  recovered  from 
the  small  pox.  After  leaving  Chamblee,  they  began  to  meet  recruits, 
coming  to  reinforce  the  army.  The  company  was  sent  down  to  a  vil- 
lage called  Manchican,  on  a  river  of  the  same  name,  which  empties 
into  Lake  St.  Peters.  In  a  few  days  they  reached  Sorel.  The  army 
had  gone,  and  British  vessels  were  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Cook's 
old  gun,  which  had  come  down  from  his  ancestors,  was  out  of 
order  and  he  exchanged  it  for  a  better  one.  They  continued  the  march 
up  the  Sorel,  finalh'  overtook  the  regiment  and  reached  Chamblee, 
where  they  remained  some  time.  An  attempt  was  made  to  draw  can- 
non up  the  falls,  but  the  boats  upset,  and  the  guns  went  to  the  bottom 
of  the  river.  Provisions  were  very  scarce,  and  the  troops  were  almost 
starved.  Some  went  back  to  Sorel.  Richard  Clark  and  James  Taylor 
of  Northampton,  a  man  named  Johnson,  Abiathar  French,  afterwards 
of  Westhampton,  Selah  Clark  and  David  Wood  of  South  Hadley,  de- 
serted from  Sorel,  and  started  for  home.  They  nearly  perished  in  the 
woods,  but  finally  arrived  at  Northampton. 

"  They  kept  on  to  Isle  au  Noix  where  they  met  reinforcements. 
These  caught  the  small  pox,  and  many  of  them  died  there.  The  only 
building  there  was  a  barn,  which  had  been  used  as  a  hospital.  The 
place  was  naturally  unhealthy,  the  weather  was  hot,  and  the  situation 
was  very  uncomfortable.  To  aggravate  their  misfortunes,  Indians  ap- 
peared, and  attacked  a  detached  party.  There  was  a  battle  near  Three 
Rivers,  between  Gen.  Thompson  and  the  British,  after  the  company 
arrived  at  Chamblee,  in  which  the  Americans  were  defeated.  From 
Isle  au  Noix  they  retreated  to  Crown  Point  by  water,  where  they  re- 
mained three  days,  and  then  went  to  Ticonderoga.  Cook's  regiment 
was  stationed  at  Mt.  Independence.    They  cleared  away  the  trees,  built 
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huts,  and  made  beds  of  cedar  bark.  A  breastwork  was  bi^ilt  near  the 
water,  and  mounted  with  cannon.  Rattlesnakes  were  plenty,  and 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  other  food,  many  were  killed  and  eaten.  They 
remained  in  camp  at  Mt.  Independence  till  November,  and  Capt.  Joseph 
Lyman  arrived  at  Ticonderoga,  while  they  were  there.  Richard  Clark, 
one  of  the  deserters,  came  back  here,  and  soon  after  died.  Salmon 
Morton  and  Moses  Allis  of  Hatfield,  active  and  vigorous  young  men, 
also  died  here  of  small  pox.  So  many  were  sick  at  oae  time,  that  only 
three  or  four  men  were  returned  fit  for  duty. 

•'In  November  the  company  crossed  the  lake  to  Ticonderoga,  and 
went  up  Lake  George  to  Fort  Edward,  and  kept  on  to  Albany.  Many 
fell  oiTt  by  the  way  from  weariness  and  sickness.  Moses  Clark  of 
Sunderland,  returned  to  Northampton,  sick,  where  he  died  soon  after. 
At  Albany  the  soldiers  went  on  board  sloops,  were  landed  at  King's 
Ferry,  and  marched  to  Morristown.  Not  more  than  one  half  the  orig- 
inal company  answered  the  roll  call  at  that  place.  At  Morristown  they 
went  into  camp,  where  they  remained  till  their  term  of  enlistment 
expired.  Then  Chaplain  Smith  gathered  the  men  in  the  Morristown 
meeting  house,  and  urged  them  to  remain  fifteen  days  longer.  Cook 
and  several  others  agreed  to  stay.  They  went  first  to  Springfield,  N. 
J.,  and  after  Gen.  How  passed  to  New  York,  pushed  on  to  Elizabeth 
town.  Here  they  came  upon  a  sloop  with  seventy  Highlanders  and  two 
women,  left  stranded  by  the  ebbing  tide,  and  they  captured  the  entire 
party.  In  coming  up  with  the  prisoners,  they  found  that  a  company 
of  "Waldeckers  had  been  taken.  The  Highlanders  heard  the  firing, 
expected  to  be  rescued,  and  were  much  chagrined  when  they  learned 
the  truth,  while  the  women  scolded  because  they  had  been  captured  by 
rebels.  Cook  reached  home  about  the  last  of  January,  and  found  the 
seventy  Highlanders  in  the  Northampton  jail,  where  his  father  was 
jailer."  '■ 

An  Incident.  WliGH  the  soMiers  Were   retreating   from 

Canada,  and  were  crossing  the  boundary 
line,  as  they  supposed,  while  on  the  lake,  some  of  them 
swung  their  hats  and  shouted.  Mr.  Spring,  the  chaplain, 
rebuked  them,  and  told  them  there  was  more  cause  for 
mourning  than  rejoicing.  "We  are  retreating  before  the 
enemy,"  said  he,  "  and  our  liberties  are  in  danger."  ^ 

1  The  following  anecdote  is  related  concerning  one  of  these  prisoners.  His  name 
was  Ferguson,  and  as  they  were  on  parole,  all  were  allowed  the  liberty  of  the  town. 
He  was  at  William  Clark's  at  work.  At  family  prayers,  Clark  prayed  that  "  our  ene- 
mies might  be  sent  back  whence  they  came,  abashed  and  ashamed."  This  so  pro- 
voked the  Scotchman  that  he  then  and  there  knocked  Clark  down,  and  was  put  in 
jail.  Elihu  Wright,  for  some  reason  had  a  quarrel  with  this  man,  and  shot  a  musket 
ball  at  him  through  the  grate  in  his  room  at  the  jail,  but  did  not  hit  him.  Wright 
soon  after  enlisted,  and  so  escaped  puuLshment. — Judd  MSS. 

2  For  list  of  soldiers  engaged  in  this  expedition,  see  Appendix. 
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^REVOLUTION — DEATH   OF   GEN.    POMEROY. 

Short  Enlistments.  FREQUENT  requisitions  for  men  were  made 
in  1776.  Most  of  them  were  required  for 
short  terms,  and  generally  for  a  specified  purpose.  None 
seem  to  have  been  enlisted  for  more  than  one  year,  and 
most  of  them  for  two,  three  and  six  months.  On  the  9^^ 
of  April,  eight  companies  were  ordered  to  secure  the  town 
and  harbor  of  Boston,  of  which  one  company  was  enlisted 
in  Hampshire  County.  It  is  believed  that  no  one  from 
Northampton  was  enrolled  in  that  company.  On  the  25* "^ 
of  June,  another  call  was  made,  and  five  thousand  men 
were  wanted  from  six  counties,  including  Hampshire,  to 
reinforce  the  army  in  Canada.  Northampton's  quota  was 
forty-seven.  Again  in  July  another  order  was  issued  for 
enlisting  every  twenty-fifth  man  to  reinforce  the  northern 
armies ;  that  is,  one  man  in  twenty-five  of  the  numbers 
composing  the  training  and  alarm  lists.  They  were  to 
serve  till  December  1^',  and  were  to  receive  18s.  each  for 
blankets  and  use  of  arms,  one  month's  advanced  pay.  Id. 
per  mile  instead  of  rations  on  the  march,  and  one  day's  pay 
for  every  twenty  miles  traveled  between  home  and  the 
place  of  general  rendezvous.  A  forfeit  or  fine  of  £10,  to 
be  paid  within  twenty-four  hours,  was  levied  for  every  man 
drawn,  who  refused  to  serve. 

Soldiers  for  Canada.  Under  thcsc  calls  the  Committee  of  Safety 
for  Hampshire  County,  consisting  of  Jo- 
seph Hawley  of  Northampton,  Noah  Goodman  of  Hadley, 
Major  William  Pynchon  of  Springfield,  David  Moseley  of 
Westfield,  and  Capt.  Israel  Hubbard  of  Hatfield,  raised  a 
regiment  in  this  county.     The  soldiers  for  Canada  were  to 
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receive  £7  each.  A  company  was  enlisted  for  five  months' 
service  from  Northampton,  Southampton  and  adjacent 
towns.  On  the  7"'  of  July,  a  muster  to  enlist  soldiers  was 
held  in  Northampton,  at  which  a  part  of  the  quota  was 
secured,  and  another  in  Southampton  on  the  9*'',  when 
eight  or  nine  men  were  enlisted.  They  were  mustered  in 
July  19"',  and  the  term  of  service  ended  December  19"'. 
Joseph  Lyman  of  Northampton  was  Captain  ;  Elislia  Bas- 
com  of  Southampton,  Lieut,  ;  John  Dickinson  of  Hatfield, 
Ens.  ;  Benjamin  Reed  of  Chesterfield,  Abner  Lyman  and 
Solomon  Allen  of  Northampton,  Sergts.  They  marched  to 
Ticonderoga,  remained  all  the  time  in  tents  near  the  fort, 
were  engaged  in  building  redoubts,  etc. ,  but  were  not  called 
into  action.  Seven  men  died,  viz.  :  —  Lieut  Elisha  Bascom 
of  Southampton,  Asahel  Judd,  son  of  Samuel,  Barzillai 
Brewer,  and  John  Riley  of  Northampton,  Eli  Danks  and 
John  Pomeroy  of  Southampton,  and  Levi  Ludden  of  Wil- 
liamsburg. The  company  received  at  starting  20s.  each  in 
Continental  money,  at  the  Court-House.  They  were  paid 
40s.  per  month  in  Continental  bills,  which  had  not  depre- 
ciated very  much  at  that  time.  This  company  is  the  one 
alluded  to  in  Cook's  narrative,  as  arriving  at  Ticonderoga. 
Ruggles  Woodbridge  of  South  Hadley  commanded  the  reg- 
iment, and  it  was  discharged  in  December. 

A  Company  for      About  the  first  of  August,  a  company  was 
Boston.  raised  for  service  at  Boston.    The  men  were 

from  Northampton,  Southampton,  Hadley, 
Hatfield,  Worthington,  South  Hadley,  and  other  towns. 
Oliver  Lyman  of  Northampton  was  Captain  ;  Moses  Kel- 
logg of  South  Hadley,  1'^  Lieut.  ;  Joshua  Lamb  Wood- 
bridge  of  Hatfield,  2^*  Lieut.  ;  Shubael  Warner  of  South- 
ampton, Ens.  They  were  in  the  service  four  months,  and 
were  stationed  at  Dorchester.  During  this  time  they  re- 
moved the  barracks  from  Cambridge  to  Dorchester.  About 
the  V^  of  December  they  returned  home,  not  having  been 
called  into  action.  Thomas  Lyman,  one  of  the  minute- 
men,  was  a  member  of  this  company,  and  Capt.  Oliver 
Lyman  was  a  Lieut. 
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Another  Draft.  In  September,  another  requisition  of  one 

fifth  of  the  militia  not  in  service,  except  in 
the  eastern  counties  and  exposed  seaports,  was  ordered  to 
march  to  the  aid  of  Gen.  Washington  at  New  York.  Those 
absent  from  muster  were  fined  £10,  and  those  who  refused 
to  serve  fined  the  same  amount.  In  December  one  eighth 
of  the  above  drafted  men  were  ordered  to  march  forthwith 
to  Albany. 

More  Soldiers  Needed.  Under  tliis  Order  Brig. -Gen.  Timothy 
Danielson  of  Brimfield  commanded  Gen. 
Seth  Pomeroy  to  draft  every  fifth  man  in  his  regiment, 
under  fifty  years  of  age.  They  were  to  be  formed  into 
companies,  and  march  to  Horse  Neck  in  Connecticut.  This 
regiment  was  under  the  command  of  Col.  John  Moseley  of 
Westfield,  and  the  company  in  which  the  Northampton 
men  were  enlisted,  was  officered  by  Seth  Murray  of  Hat- 
field, Capt.  ;  John  Kirkland  of  Norwich,  and  Jonathan 
Warner  of  Williamsburg,  Lieuts.  The  regiment  marched 
through  Connecticut  to  the  army  under  Washington  near 
New  York.  It  was  at  Westchester  and  Valentine's  Hill, 
within  hearing  of  the  guns  at  the  battle  of  White  Plains. 
The  regiment  was  discharged  in  November,  having  served 
about  three  months.  In  this  expedition  were  Lieut.  Sim- 
eon Clapp,  Daniel  Edwards,  Seth  Clark,  Ethan  Marshall, 
Solomon  Clark,  and  Thomas  Craig. 

Capt.  Wales'  Com-     In  the  latter  part  of  December,  a  company 
P^'^y-  under  Jonathan  Wales,  Capt.  ;  Noah  Strong, 

Lieut.  ;  Silas  Brown,  Ens.,  went  to  Peeks- 
kill,  where  they  remained  several  weeks.  About  the  9"' 
of  February,  1777,  they  went  to  Morristown,  N.  J.,  Wash- 
ington's headquarters.  They  enlisted  for  three  months, 
and  returned  in  the  latter  part  of  March.  The  following 
are  the  names  of  the  men  from  this  town,  who  were  in 
this  service  :  —  Simeon  Clapp,  Oliver  Parsons,  Isaac  Clark, 
Israel  Barnard,  Ezekiel  Porter,  Bela  Strong,  Thaddeus 
King,  Seth  Burk,  Jonathan  Fisher  (died  there),  Levi  Post, 
Timothy  Phelps,  Asa  Thayer,  James  Wales,  Samuel  Wales. 
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The  Second  Year     Defeat   aiid   disastei*    everywhere  followed 
of  the  War.  \}^q  patriot  armies  during  the  second  year 

of  the  war.  It  is  true  Boston  had  been 
evacuated,  and  New  England  freed  from  the  enemy,  but 
the  summing  up  of  the  year's  operations  was  decidedly  to 
the  advantage  of  the  mother-country.  The  American 
troops  had  been  driven  from  Canada,  and  the  gateway 
from  the  north  was  again  open  to  the  invaders.  Independ- 
ence, approved  by  twelve  colonies,  had  been  declared  and 
published  by  the  Continental  Congress,  and  the  first  step 
towards  liberty  taken.  The  complete  success  of  the  North 
Carolina  minute-men  at  Moore's  Creek,  followed  by  the 
repulse  of  the  British  fleet  at  Fort  Moultrie,  flashed  like  a 
meteor  across  the  darkened  sky,  irradiating  and  illumina- 
ting the  immortal  declaration  that  established  a  new  nation 
under  the  sun.  But  darkness  settled  again  deeper  than 
before.  The  disastrous  battle  of  Long  Island  placed  New 
York  City  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Forts  Washington 
and  Lee  had  fallen,  and  Newport  had  been  captured  by  the 
enemy,  Washington  was  apparently  being  driven  in  hot 
haste  out  of  New  Jersey,  and  altogether  the  outlook  was 
gloomy  and  dispiriting.  About  this  time,  however,  Wash- 
ington, by  a  series  of  brilliant  manoeuvres  drove  Cornwal- 
lis  from  the  Jerseys,  and  the  year  closed  with  a  gleam  of 
sunshine  that  brightened  the  horizon,  encouraged  the  sons 
of  liberty,  and  taught  the  enemy  that  the  subjugation  of 
the  colonies  was  no  holiday  aff^air. 

Sinews  of  War  During  tliis  time  the  colonies  had  responded 
Promptly  Pro-  generously  and  promptly  to  all  demands 
made  upon  them.  Requisition  followed 
requisition  for  men,  clothing  and  provisions.  The  struggle, 
whose  end  no  man  could  foresee,  was  taxing  heavily  the 
resources  of  the  country,  but  the  people  were  determined, 
and  they  settled  down  to  the  work  before  them  with  energy 
and  courage  that  nowhere  admitted  the  possibility  of  de- 
feat. So  inadequate  were  the  financial  arrangements  that 
the  soldiers  were  greatly  in  arrears  for  their  pay,  and 
Washington  and  other  generals  pledged  their  private  for- 
tunes for  the  liquidation  of  these  obligations. 
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Important  Meeting     A  meeting  of  the  Committees  of   Corres- 
in  Hampshire    pondence  of    the  several  towns  in  Hamp- 
°"°  ^'  shire  County  was  held  at  the  Court-House 

in  Northampton,  March  ll''\  1776.  It  was  called  by  the 
committee  of  Northampton,  "  by  the  particular  desire  of 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  Town  of  Ches- 
terfield for  the  purposes  hereafter  mentioned,  viz.  :  — 
Whether  or  not  it  is  proper  and  expedient  for  the  Court  of 
Gen'  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  aforesaid,  should 
be  diss'olve  or  Adjourn'd  to  some  future  season  and 
whether  the  Justices  afores"  shall  in  any  case  Act  by  Ver- 
tue  of  their  present  commissions."  Twenty-eight  towns 
were  represented  bj^  eighty-two  delegates.  Major  Hawley 
was  chosen  moderator,  and  Levi  Shephard,  clerk.  North- 
ampton was  represented  by  its  entire  committee  of  fifteen, 
whose  names  have  heretofore  been  given.  All  questions 
were  to  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  each  town  committee, 
a  tie  vote  in  any  committee  was  to  be  "considered  as 
nothing,"  and  no  question  was  to  be  determined  by  the 
individuals  of  said  congress.  The  moderator  was  "  desired 
to  explain  why  it  is  that  the  Justices  Commissions  in  this 
Colony  are  in  the  Name  of  George  the  Third  of  Great 
Britain,  and  under  what  authority  the  said  Justices  do  act." 
The  annexed  letter  from  Rev.  Thomas  Allen  was  read  :  — 

"  Pittsfield,  T'h  March,  1776. 
"  Gentlemen,  I  hope  you  will  not  fail  of  raising  the  Men  in  Worth- 
ington  and  going  down  to  No  Hampton  on  Monday  next  to  stop  the 
Court,  as  this  is  a  most  necessary  step  for  the  Salvation  of  our  Country. 
Be  so  good  as  to  send  word  to  No.  5,  Murrayfield  and  Chesterfield,  and 
not  wait  for  the  people  here  but  go  forward  early." 

"  I  am  your  Humble  Servant 

Thos.  Allen. 
To  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  { 
In  Worthington."  ) 

Each  delegate  was  to  "  manifest  to  this  congress  what  he 
supposes  is  the  sense  of  the  Town  he  represents  in  regard 
to  the  seting  of  the  Court  of  general  Sessions  of  the 
Peace."  Separate  action  was  had  on  the  two  propositions 
in  the  call,  and  on  the  first,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  39  to  43  :  — 

"  Voted  that  it  is  inexpedient  and  improper  that  the  Court  of  gen' 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Hampshire  should  set  at  the 
Time  of  their  Adjournment  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  March  instant. 
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' '  And  that  the  reason  why  this  Congress  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Court  aforesaid  should  not  sit  at  the  time  &  place  aforemention''^  Is  on 
account  of  their  holding  their  commissions  in  the  name  of  George  the 
Third  King  of  Britain,  &c.,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same." 

The  towns,  representation  and  votes  on  tlie  above  were 
as  follows  :  — 

In  favor  of  continuing  the  sessions  of  the  Court,  Springfield,  3 ; 
Wilbraham,  1  ;  Belchertown.  4  ;  Hadley,  2  ;  South  Hadley,  2  ;  Sunder- 
land, 2 ;  Montague,  2  ;  Hatfield,  3  ;  Northampton,  15  ;  Westfield,  1  ; 
Southampton,  2;  Greenville.  1  ;  Southwick,  1. — 39. 

Against  further  sessions,  Amherst,  3  ;  Pelham,  1  ;  Barnardston,  2  ; 
Shelboui-n,  4  ;  Greenfield,  3  ;  Deerfield,  2  ;  Conway  ,3  ;  Ashfield,  3  ;  No. 
5  [Cummington],  2  ;  Worthington,  4  ;  Chesterfield,  9  ;  Whately,  2  ; 
Murrayfield.  1  ;  Williamsburg,  2  ;  Greenwich,  2. — 43. 

The  vote  of  the  town  of  Norwich,  in  favor  of  continuing  the  sessions 
of  the  covirt,  through  the  failure  of  its  delegate  to  arrive  in  time,  was 
not  recorded,  as  the  committee  delegated  to  its  chairman  the  power  to 
cast  the  vote.  The  result  would  have  been  unchanged,  had  he  been 
present. 

Upon  the  second  question,  the  vote  in  favor  of  its  "  subsiding"  was 
unanimous  ;  one  delegate  was  absent  when  the  vote  was  taken,  and  one 
delegation  was  tied. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  "wait  on  Mr.  Justice  Mather,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Court  of  Sessions  with  the  above  resolve,"  and  the  congress 
adjourned  till  the  next  morning,  at  8  o'clock. 

When  it  again  convened,  the  convention  voted  "That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  Court  of  gen'  Sessions  of  the  Peace  to  adjourn  without 
day."  "Accordingly  the  Justices  of  s'd  Court  met  at  the  usual  place 
and  Adjourned  without  da^-." 

A  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress  was  ordered  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  General  Court,  and  presented  by  Major  Hawley, 
Major  Bliss  and  Moses  Dickinson  Esq.  It  was  also  "voted,  That  this 
Congress  recommend  to  the  People  of  this  County  that  they  obey  the 
Militia  officers  who  have  lately  been  or  shall  be  appointed  in  this 
County  and  commissioned  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  colony."  ^ 

Result  of  this  Con-     The  resiilt  of  the  action  by  this  and  other 
vention.  conventions  was  an  immediate  alteration  in 

the  tenure  of  the  commissions  of  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  several  courts.  The  March  term  stopped  by 
the  above  congress,  was  convened  by  the  authority  of  King 
George  the  Third,  but  the  May  session  which  followed, 
was  by  the  authority  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts. 

1  The  original  record  of  this  convention  or  congress,  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
clerk,  Levi  Shephard,  and  signed  by  him,  is  still  extant. 
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Requisitions  for       As  the  War  progressed,  supplies  of  all  kinds 
Supplies.  became  more  and  more  difficult  to  obtain. 

Clothing  and  blankets,  of  which  there  was 
always  much  waste,  soon  became  very  scarce.  No  manu- 
factories of  such  goods  were  then  in  existence  in  the  colo- 
nies, and  the  only  source  of  supply  was  among  the  people. 
These  articles  were  all  made  at  home  for  home  consumption, 
and  it  was  only  in  the  private  stores  of  families  that  they 
could  be  found.  The  army  had  no  uniforms,  and  the 
troops  "presented  a  motley  appearance,  dressed  in  their 
every-day  homespun  clothing,  of  as  many  different  styles, 
fashions  and  qualities,  as  there  were  different  states  whence 
they  came.  The  first  requisition  by  the  Third  Provincial 
Congress  for  such  supplies  was  made  in  July,  1775.  The 
people  were  "earnestly  desired  as  soon  as  possible  to  pro- 
cure such  a  number  of  the  articles  of  shirts,  breeches  & 
stockings  as  are  affixed  to  their  said  towns,"  "and  as  many^ 
good  shoes  as  they  can  obtain."  These  articles  were  to  be 
paid  for  in  notes  or  bills  of  credit  of  the  colony.  This 
requisition  did  not  apply  to  Hampshire,  but  to  eight  of  the 
more  eastern  counties  of  Massachusetts.  The  next  year  a 
requisition  was  made  for  four  thousand  blankets,  and 
£2,600  were  appropriated  to  pay  for  them.  Northampton 
was  required  to  furnish  seventeen  blankets.  The  work  of 
collection  was  assigned  to  the  selectmen  or  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence.  Every  house  was  visited,  and  one  or 
more  blankets  demanded  in  proportion  to  the  ability  of  the 
party,  paid  for  and  taken  away.  These  articles  were 
usually  given  ujj  with  cheerfulness,  occasionally  blankets 
were  taken  from  beds  in  daily  use, '  and  were  surrendered 
without  a  murmur.  The  following  year,  in  a  requisition 
for  five  thousand  blankets,  Northampton  was  required  to 
furnish  twenty-seven.  Later  requisitions  were  made  for 
shirts,  shoes,  and  stockings,  and  in  1779,  this  town  was 
ordered  to  provide  sixty-four  pairs  of  each  of  these  arti- 
cles. During  the  next  year  Elijah  Hunt  was  appointed 
receiver  for  Hampshire  County,  and  Northampton  was 
drawn  upon  for  forty-five  shirts  and  an  equal  number  of 
pairs  of  shoes. 

1    Holland's  History  of  Western  Mass.,  vol.  1,  p.  216. 
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No  Town  Action.       Very  little  appears  upon  the  town  records 
during  the  first   years  of   the  war,  having- 
special  reference  to  that  event.     The  contract  with  Hunt  & 
Breck  for  military  supplies  has  already  been  noted. 

The  People  Rule.  On  the  13"'  of  March,  1775,  the  warrant  for 
town-meeting  was  drawn  in  "  his  Majesty's 
name  ; "  on  the  27"'  of  November  the  above  quotation  was 
omitted,  and  in  May  of  the  following  year,  it  was  made 
out  in  the  "  Name  of  the  Government  &  People  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  in  New  England." 

A  Permanent  Form  of  "^^^  ncccssity  f or  a  more  Substantial  form 
Government  Voted  of  government  soou  became  apparent. 
The  existing  system  of  government  was 
at  best  but  temporary,  depending  upon  a  contingency  not 
likely  to  occur,  that  of  a  royal  governor  ' '  consenting  to 
govern  according  to  the  charter."  While  Massachusetts. 
experienced  no  great  inconvenience  from  the  method 
adopted,  yet  there  was  a  desire  that  some  more  permanent, 
means  should  be  established  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
In  June,  1776,  this  matter  was  brought  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  a  recommendation  to  the  towns  adopted,  suggest- 
ing that  deputies  should  be  chosen  to  the  next  General  Court, 
clothed  with  power  to  adopt  a  constitution  and  form  of  gov- 
ernment. In  accordance  with  this  proposition,  the  town, 
October  3**,  voted  affirmatively  on  the  following  article  in  a 
warrant  for  a  meeting  called  to  consider  this  subject :  — 

"  To  consider  &  determine  Whether  they  will  give  their  Consent, 
that  the  present  House  of  Representatives  of  this  State  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  together  with  the  Council  (if  they  consent)  in  one  body 
with  the  House  and  by  equal  voice,  Should  Consult  agree  on  and  enact 
Such  a  Constitution  and  Form  of  Government  for  this  State  as  the  s'd 
House  of  Representatives  and  Council  in  manner  afores'd  on  the  fullest 
and  most  mature  Deliberation  Shall  Judge  will  most  Conduce  to  th© 
Safety,  peace  &  happiness  of  this  State  in  all  after  Successions  &  gene- 
rations. And  if  they  will  direct  that  the  Same  be  made  publick  for  the 
Inspection  &  perusal  of  the  Inhabitants  before  the  ratification  thereof 
by  the  Assembly." 

A  Constitution  Objcctions  wcre  made  to  this  method  of  pro- 

Formed,  ceedure  by  the   citizens  of  Boston,  and  a 

number  of  other  towns,  as  well  as  by  a  con- 
vention held  in  the  County  of  Worcester.     They  were  in 
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favor  of  calling  a  convention  of  delegates.  The  Legisla- 
ture, however,  proceeded  with  the  work.  A  joint  commit- 
tee of  the  House  and  Council,  framed  a  constitution,  which 
was  reported  to  the  Legislature  and  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple. But  it  was  not  satisfactory,  and  was  rejected.  In 
May,  1778,  the  question  of  accepting  the  constitution  thus 
framed,  came  before  the  town.  The  document  was  read 
section  by  section,  and  thoroughly  debated.  When  the 
vote  was  declared  it  stood  thirty-six  in  favor  of  the  consti- 
tution -to  seventeen  in  opposition. 

Declaration  of  In-     On  the  fourth  of  July,  1776,  the  Declaration 
dependence.  of  Independence  was  passed  by  the  Conti- 

nental Congress.  Since  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities  this  question  had  been  prominent  in  all  sections, 
and  the  people  were  well  aware  of  the  significance  of  the 
act.  Before  definitely  deciding  upon  the  proposition,  meas- 
ures had  been  taken  to  ascertain  the  sentiment  of  the 
country  at  large  in  reference  to  the  matter.  In  Massachu- 
setts the  Legislature  suggested  that  the  several  towns 
should  instruct  their  representatives,  chosen  in  1776,  in 
relation  to  the  advisability  of  declaring  the  country  free 
and  independent.  A  great  majority  of  the  towns  voted  in 
favor  of  independence,  but  there  is  nothing  on  record  inti- 
mating that  the  town  of  Northampton  ever  took  action  on 
this  question.  It  can  hardly  be  believed  that  Major  Haw- 
ley  and  other  patriots  of  the  town  would  permit  a  matter 
of  such  vital  importance  to  pass  unnoticed.  Possibly  it 
was  the  clerk  who  neglected  to  make  the  record,  and  not 
the  people  who  forgot  to  vote. 

Gen.  seth  Pomeroy  After  the  battle  of  Buukcr  Hill,  Gen.  Seth 
again  in  Active  Pomcroy,  who  had  retired  to  his  home  in 
Northampton,  was  much  employed  in  mil- 
itary affairs  in  the  county.  At  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
Gen.  Washington,  in  the  latter  part  of  1776,  he  decided 
once  more  to  enter  the  service,  and  early  in  the  following 
year,  started  to  take  a  command  in  the  continental  army. 
He  evidently  had  charge  of  the  regiment  raised  in  this 
county,  and  was  ordered  in  the  fall  of  that  year  to  report 
at  once  to  Gen.  Washington.  His  short  and  meagre  jour- 
nal of  that  march  is  appended  :  — 
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"Wednesday  Jan.  15,  1777. 

"Then  I  set  out  from  Northampton  to  follow  my  regiment  that  was 
gone  forward  on  their  way  to  Danbury,  in  company  with^the  ReV*  Mr. 
Porter,  Chaplain  for  my  regiment.  Came  to  my  sons  at  Whiteloaf 
[Southampton]  and  dined  there.  After  dinner  Deacon  Lyman  and  his 
son  Noah  who  was  my  waiter  and  Mr.  Porter  went  off.  Came  that  day 
to  Mr.  Barbank's,  lodged  there,  the  next  day  set  off.  Came  to  Sims- 
bury  there  dined,  after  set  off  and  came  to  the  west  part  of  Simsbury, 
lodged  near  the  edge  of  New  Hartford,  the  men's  names  I  have  forgot- 
ten. Set  off  next  day,  went  through  Litchfield,  came  at  night  to  a  tav- 
ern, the  place  and  the  man's  name  I  have  forgotten,  but  the  next  day 
we  came  to  Danbury.  Saturday  night  the  18"'  Noah  Lyman  my  waiter 
was  taken  sick,  we  stayed  there  over  the  Sabbath  heard  Mr.  Bradford 
preach  from  these  words  "I  will  have  mercy  on  those  I  will  have 
mercy."'  A  better  preacher  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  heard.  Mr.  Por- 
ter and  I  left  Danbury  Monday  morning,  that  day  came  to  a  place  Cram 
Pond,  lodged  there  (I  had  paid  before  I  left  Dea.  Lyman  at  Danbury, 
six  shillings  more  than  my  part  with  him). 

"  Tuesday  came  to  Peekskill,  the  same  day  rode  for  King's  Bridge, 
Col.  Williams  with  me  to  settle  a  difficulty  that  had  taken  place  in  the 
regiment  before  I  left,  got  that  settled,  came  to  Peekskill. 

"Saturday,  25">,  dined  with  Gen.  McDougal. 

"Monday  37""  Daniel  Strong  was  hanged  for  taking  orders  to  raise 
a  company  of  volunteers  under  that  infamous  Rogers  to  join  Gen. 
Howe's  army  in  New  York,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sackett  of  Cram  Pond  stood 
on  the  cart  and  prayed  and  preached  an  excellent  sermon  from  these 
words  "Prepare  to  meet  thy  God,  Oh  Israel."  The  whole  army 
paraded  in  a  circle.  Gen.  McDougal  on  horseback,  the  colonel  on  horse- 
back, the  whole  army  in  a  circle  rotmd  the  gallows  to  hear  the  sermon, 
and  behold  the  melancholy  spectacle. 

"  The  first  three  nights  after  1  got  to  Peekskill  I  lodged  at  one  Man- 
deville's,  paid  him  by  the  meal.  The  28"'  of  January  I  took  lodgings  at 
Capt.  Johnson's,  agreed  with  Miss  Johnson  (the  Capt.  not  at  home)  for 
two  dollars  and  a  half  per  week  for  my  board,  stayed  there  till " 

The  above  is  the  last  entry  Gen.  Pomeroy  made  in  his 
journal.  One  of  his  last  letters,  written  but  a  week  before 
his  death,  closes  with  these  words  :  — 

"  I  go  on  cheerfully  for  I  am  sure  the  cause  we  are  engaged  in  is  just, 
and  the  call  I  have  to  it  is  clear,  and  the  call  of  God.  With  that 
assurance,  who  could  not  go  on  cheerfully,  and  confront  every  danger." 

His  Death.  Within  four  weeks  after  leaving  home  he 

was  taken  violently  ill  with  pleurisy  and 
died  on  the  19*''  of  February  in  his  seventy-first  year.  He 
was  greatly  esteemed  by  the  officers  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  McDougal,  and  was   buried  by  them  with  military 
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honors  in  the  burying-ground  at  Peekskill.  Thus  ended 
the  career  of  one  of  Northampton's  strongest  patriots  and 
ablest  soldiers.  He  fought  in  three  different  wars,  earning 
a  wide  reputation  for  skill  and  courage,  and  at  last  gave  up 
his  life  for  his  country  cheerfully  and  with  honor. 

The  Journals  of  his  cam- 
paigns, and  the  private  let- 
^ //^^7^^']^'2'^0'^y        ters  written  while  in  active 
yl  service,  contain  a  fund  of 

j^  invaluable  historical  mate- 

j^  rial,  and  also  embody  a 

^  mine  of  local  information 

not  elsewhere  to  be  found.  While  the  former  have  been 
copied  entire  in  these  volumes,  the  latter  have  been  freely 
drawn  upon  in  the  course  of  the  narrative.  Prominent 
among  the  characteristics  of  this  remarkable  man  was  his 
strict  adherence  to  principle.  This  great  governing  mo- 
tive, and  not  a  reckless  indifference  to  danger  was  the 
source  of  that  undaunted  courage,  so  remarkably  displayed 
whenever  occasion  demanded.  Ample  confirmation  of  this 
assertion  may  be  found  in  his  journals  and  letters  which 
often  indicate  that  he  so  sensitively  appreciated  the  ap- 
proach of  danger,  that  he  was  often  led  to  exaggerate  its 
importance.  Yet  when  the  anticipated  peril  came,  it  was 
always  met  with  resolution  and  intrepidity.  It  is  related 
of  him,  that  on  one  occasion  he  said  to  his  son  Lemuel,  who 
served  with  honor  throughout  the  Revolution,  when  he 
showed  some  reluctance  to  go  through  woods  which  were 
supposed  to  be  infested  with  Indians,  after  strayed  cattle, 
"  Lem,  never  fear  to  do  your  duty  no  matter  where  it  calls 
you,  no  matter  how  great  the  danger,  never  be  afraid  to  do 
your  dutj^.  But  if  ever  you  are  tempted  to  do  a  mean 
thing  or  a  wrong  thing,  be  the  greatest  coward  in  the 
world." 

Hampshire  Commit-     Early  iu  the  year  1777,  about  the  last  of 

tees  of  Safety     January,  a  meeting  of  the  Committees  of 

Safety  in  Hampshire  Countj^  was  held  in 

Northampton.     Nathaniel   Dwight  of    Northampton  was 

chairman,   and   Robert   Breck  of  the  same   place,   clerk. 
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Delegates  from  tliirty-three  towns  were  present.  The  con- 
vention was  called  for  the  special  purpose  of  considering 
the  suffering  condition  of  the  northern  army.  But  there 
were  various  other  matters  of  importance  to  be  considered. 
It  approved  the  course  of  the  General  Court  in  establish- 
ing Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  ;  denied  the 
petition  of  Jonathan  Moseley,  a  tory,  who  asked  that  his 
son,  put  in  jail  for  refusing  to  do  military  duty,  might  be 
liberated  ;  On  account  of  the  desecration  of  the  Sabbath  by 
travelers,  it  recommended  that  innholders  should  refuse 
entertainment  to  persons  traveling  on  that  day  ;  recom- 
mended a  plan  for  uniformity  of  prices  in  the  county ;  and 
advised  the  committee  on  supplies  to  forward  at  once  such 
as  were  especially  needed  for  the  welfare  of  the  army. 
Another  subject  of  paramount  importance  was  the  open 
and  defiant  position  of  the  tories.  Encouraged  by  the  dis- 
asters that  had  befallen  the  armies  of  the  Republic,  the 
royalists  had  become  overbearing  and  obstructive.  An 
appeal  was  made  to  the  General  Court  to  devise  such  means 
of  relief  as  might  be  deemed  expedient. 
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Composition  of  the    DuRiNG  the  first  two  yeai's  of  the  war,  so 
■^'■™y-  strong  was  the  aversion  to  a  standing  army, 

that  the  forces  in  the  field  were  composed  of 
the  militia  of  the  several  states,  enlisted  for  short  terms, 
and  commanded  by  oflQcers  from  their  own  localities.  To 
all  intents  and  purposes,  the  colonial  army  was  but  a  gath- 
ering of  militia  squadrons,  owing  allegiance  to  the  state 
which  paid  their  wages  and  supplied  their  equipments. 
Patriotism,  the  governing  motive  in  the  earlier  enlistments, 
was  the  principal  bond  of  cohesion,  and  that  was  greatly 
weakened  by  a  senseless  spirit  of  state  jealousy,  which 
everywhere  prevailed.  Hampered  by  this  unsatisfactory 
system,  Washington  urged  upon  Congress  the  advisability 
of  forming  an  army,  enlisted  from  all  the  states,  under  the 
control  of  that  body.  ^  Consequently,  in  1777,  Congress 
provided  for  the  organization  of  the  Continental  army, 
whose  term  of  service  should  not  be  less  than  one  nor  more 
than  three  years.  In  January  of  that  year,  the  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts  passed  a  resolve  for  raising  Conti- 
nental troops,  voluntarily  if  possible,  by  draft  if  necessary, 
and  assigned  the  quotas  to  the  several  towns.  The  number 
required  was  equal  to  one  seventh  of  all  the  male  inhabi- 
tants over  sixteen  years  of  age,  at  home  and  abroad.  They 
were  to  serve  either  till  the  10*''  of  January,  1778,  for  three 
years,  or  during  the  war,  as  they  might  choose  at  the  time 
of  enlistment.  Those  engaging  for  less  than  three  years 
were  not  entitled  to  a  bounty,  and  all  who  refused  to  serve 
were  fined  £10. 

1    Fiske's  American  Revolution,  vol.  1,  pp.  243,  248. 
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Enlisting  continen-      Nortliamptoii   was    required   to   furnish 
tai  Soldiers.  tweuty-uine  men,  and  in  April  the  work 

of  enlisting  them  began.  The  town  offered 
a  bounty  of  £30,  equal  to  $100  for  each  soldier,  and  in- 
structed the  militia  officers  to  classify  their  companies  into 
as  many  divisions  as  there  were  men  wanted.  Each  class 
was  to  procure  a  man,  receiving  from  the  town  £30  to  pay 
the  bounty.  This  first  application  of  the  bount}'^  system 
caused  some  trouble  to  the  enlisted  men,  as  the  amount  was 
deducted  from  their  wages  at  the  end  of  their  term  of  ser- 
vice. The  men  applied  to  the  town  for  relief.  They  had 
been  deprived  of  fifteen  months'  pay  by  order  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  on  account  of  the  bounty.  A  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  matter  reported  that  the  town 
should  make  application  to  the  Legislature  for  compensa- 
tion, and  if  it  could  not  be  obtained  before  1784,  the  town 
should  pay  each  man  a  sum  equivalent  to  £30  and  interest. 
This  only  applied  to  those  who  served  three  years. 

Bounty  Money        At  first  the  town  votcd  a  bounty  of  £15, 
Increased.  payable  in  installments  of  £5  each.     One 

payment  was  to  be  made  when  the  soldiers 
marched,  and  the  rest  at  the  commencement  of  each  suc- 
ceeding year  of  service.  This  was  not  satisfactory,  and 
the  men  could  not  be  obtained.  One  object  in  making  such 
an  arrangement  undoubtedly  was  to  make  sure  if  possible, 
that  the  men  should  serve  their  full  time  or  forfeit  a  por- 
tion of  their  bounty.  In  a  short  time  it  was  voted  to  pay 
the  whole  bounty  before  marching.  But  that  did  not  get 
the  men,  and  it  was  soon  found  necessary  to  double  the 
amount.  A  proposition  was  made  to  the  soldiers  to  take 
town  notes  for  one  year  for  the  whole  or  part  of  the  bounty, 
and  money  was  borrowed  of  any  individuals  willing  to  lend 
it,  to  make  up  any  deficiency.  It  appears  that  many  per- 
sons had  failed  to  pay  their  "proportion  in  promoting  the 
public  cause,"  and  a  committee  of  five  persons,  one  from 
each  of  the  five  militia  companies,  was  appointed  to  collect 
the  same.  Seventy  pounds  in  the  treasury  collected  as  fines 
from  such  persons  as  had  "refused  to  march  in  the  last 
Draught  of  the  militia,"  was  applied  to  the  payment  of 
bounties,  and  the  remainder  was  to  be  assessed  upon  the 
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polls  and  estates.  All  who  belonged  to  Capt.  Allen's  and 
Capt.  Chapin's  companies  the  last  year,  who  should  enlist 
in  the  Continental  service,  were  to  have  "full  compensa- 
tion for  all  loss  by  them  sustained  in  cloathes  and  other 
articles,  where  such  losses  were  unavoidable,  and  not 
through  the  Negligence  of  those  who  sustained  them." 

British  Prisoners      Several   of  tlic   British  marines,    prisoners 
Enlisting.  here,  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army.     To 

them  the  town  voted  a  bounty  of  £10  per 
year  for  three  years.  Robert  Keeling  and  Giles  Jones,  and 
probably  John  Meacham,  were  among  the  prisoners  who 
enlisted . 

Soldiers  Return  Home     A  number  of  tMs  compauy  of  Continen- 
without  Leave.  ^q}^  soldiers  Came  home  without  leave  in 

1779.  There  was  a  misunderstanding  in 
reference  to  the  time  for  which  they  had  enlisted.  Major 
Hawley  and  other  influential  citizens  persuaded  them  to 
return,  and  sent  a  letter  in  their  behalf  to  the  authorities. 
Seth  Lyman  Jr.  and  John  Welch  refused  to  return  to 
camp,  and  led,  it  was  supposed,  a  vagabond  and  plundering 
life.  Seth  Lyman  justified  his  son  in  coming  home,  and 
this  led  to  hard  feelings  between  him  and  Major  Allen. 
The  officers  of  the  first  company  of  Continentals  were 
Major  Jonathan  Allen,  of  Northampton,  who  commanded 
the  first  company  of  minute-men  ;  Capt.,  Nathan  Goodale 
of  Brookfield  ;  Lieut.,  Elihu  Root  of  Northampton;  and 
Ens.,  John  Blake  of  Wrentham. 

Pay  Voted  to  the      In  March,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  re- 
soidiers.  port  delinquents  in  the  service,  and  assess 

their  proportion.  At  the  same  time  it  was 
voted  that  the  pay  of  all  who  served  with  Arnold  at 
Quebec,  and  those  who  went  to  Canada  under  Capt.  Chapin, 
should  be  estimated  at  30s.  per  month  ;  those  who  did  gar- 
rison duty  at  Dorchester,  under  Capt.  Oliver  Lyman, 
should  be  allowed  5s.  per  month  ;  and  that  the  remainder 
should  be  computed  at  24s.  per  month.  These  sums  were 
in  addition  to  the  amount  received  from  the  government. 
The  account  was  made  up  in  this  manner  :  —  Every  man  in 


400  HISTORY   OF  NORTHAMPTON.  [1777. 

town  on  the  assessors'  list  was  assessed  Is.  8d.  in  every 
pound  in  the  valuation  of  his  estate.  Many  had  paid  in 
money,  others  had  served  in  the  army,  all  of  which  was 
deducted  and  the  person  charged  with  the  balance  if  the 
account  was  against  him,  or  credited  with  it  if  in  his  favor. 
The  service  was  computed  at  30s.,  24s.  and  5s.  Calculating 
in  this  way,  the  delinquencies  amounted  to  £697.12.  In 
other  words,  after  assessing  the  town  Is.  8d.  per  pound,  on 
the  valuation  list,  and  deducting  money  and  service,  the 
above  amount  remained  to  pay  those  who  had  done  more 
than  their  part. 

Committee  of  Cor-     For  this  year  the  Committee  of  Correspond- 
respondence.  euce,  luspectiou  and  Safety,  was  composed 

of  the  following  persons:  —  M''.  Robert 
Breck,  M'.  Ephraim  Wright,  M'.  Jacob  Parsons,  Dea°  Jo- 
siah  Clark,  M^  Benjamin  Clark,  Lieut.  Joseph  Cook,  and 
Elijah  Hunt. 

Troops  Employed      The  couflict  in  Canada  carried  on  during 
in  1777.  -ti^g  preceding  year,   had    resulted    in   the 

withdrawal  of  the  American  forces  from 
that  country,  and  late  in  the  fall.  Gen.  Carleton  occupied 
Crown  Point,  which  had  been  abandoned,  and  threatened 
Ticonderoga.  Owing  to  the  approach  of  cold  weather,  he 
relinquished  his  purpose  of  penetrating  to  Albany,  and 
retired  to  winter  quarters  in  Canada.  Consequentlj^  most 
of  the  troops  at  Ticonderoga  had  been  ordered  to  reinforce 
Gen.  Washington.  It  became  necessary  therefore,  early  in 
1777,  to  reinforce  that  place  and  put  it  in  a  posture  of 
defence.  In  February,  the  General  Court  ordered  Hamp- 
shire and  Berkshire  to  raise  men  to  march  to  Ticonderoga, 
and  subsequently  they  were  ordered  to  be  paid  as  Conti- 
nentals. Eight  men  were  enlisted  from  Southampton,  but 
none  seem  to  have  gone  from  this  town.  On  the  last  day 
of  April,  fifteen  hundred  men  were  ordered  from  Hamp- 
shire for  service  at  Ticonderoga,  to  be  enlisted  for  two 
months.  They  were  to  form  two  battalions.  Under  this 
call  a  company,  composed  of  men  from  Northampton  and 
other  towns,  went  to  that  place.  Simeon  Clapp  was  cap- 
tain, but  no  other  officers  were  chosen,  as  the  men  could 
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not  agree  upon  them.  It  contained  about  forty  men  who 
left  Northampton  in  May,  and  remained  at  Fort  Ticou- 
deroga  till  July,  when  Gen.  St.  Clair  retreated  before  the 
advance  of  Burgoyne.  They  were  stationed  on  Mt.  Inde- 
pendence, and  when  they  left  the  camp,  the  British  were  in 
sight.  They  came  home  through  Castleton  and  Williams- 
town.  Fifteen  men  from  Northampton  and  two  from 
Westhampton  were  in  this  expedition.  ^  Another  requisi- 
tion for  men  was  made  in  July,  and  a  company  of  between 
forty  and  fifty  men  volunteered  from  this  town.  At  Worth- 
ington  they  met  the  company  under  Capt.  Clapp,  at  Eager's 
barn.  News  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  was  re- 
ceived before  they  marched,  but  they  pressed  forward,  and 
made  choice  of  ofl&cers  at  Worthington.  Jonathan  Stearns 
was  chosen  Capt.,  Asa  Wright,  Lieut.,  and  Asahel  Pom- 
eroy,  Ens.  The  names  of  this  company  have  not  been 
found.  It  was  in  the  service  five  weeks,  leaving  North- 
ampton July  12,  and  returning  Aug.  16.  Another  com- 
pany from  Southampton  went  about  this  time,  commanded 
by  Capt.  Lemuel  Pomeroy.  They  fell  back  with  the  army 
as  Burgoyne  advanced,  leaving  him  at  Stillwater,  but  did 
not  remain  till  a  decisive  battle  was  fought. 

Gen.  Burgoyne  Com-  Juue  16,  Gcu.  Burgoyue  with  an  army  of 
mences  his  March,  -j^gn  thousaud  men,  British,  Germans, 
Canadians  and  Indians,  marched  on  his 
expedition  down  the  lakes  to  the  Hudson,  and  so  to  New 
York.  After  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga,  he  went  forward 
unchecked  till  he  reached  Saratoga.  Troops  were  moved 
forward  to  reinforce  Gen.  Gates,  and  full  one  half  the 
effective  militia  of  Massachusetts  was  in  active  service. 

The  Bennington  The  battle  of  Bemiiugton  was  fought  on 
Alarm  in  North-  the  13"'  of  August.  When  intelligence 
'^"^ '"^"  was  received   in  Northampton   that  the 

British  were  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place,  an  alarm  was 
sounded.  On  such  occasions  it  was  customary  to  fire  three 
guns,  beat  the  drums,  and  ring  the  bell.  This  time  the 
news  came  in  the  night,  and  the  alarm  was  sounded  at 

1    For  list  of  soldiers,  see  Appendix. 
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once.  Nathaniel  Day,  who  lived  near  the  site  of  the  Acad- 
emy of  Music,  started  out  with  his  large  drum,  beating  it 
on  his  way  to  the  meeting-house,  where  everybody  gath- 
ered. It  is  reported  that  he  had  a  "big  drum,  and  in  the 
stillness  of  the  night  it  made  a  terrific  noise."  John 
Strong,  another  drummer,  lived  on  South  Street,  and  when 
these  two  men  beat  an  alarm,  the  whole  town  was  soon 
thoroughly  aroused.  In  the  Bennington  alarm  almost 
everybody,  old  and  young,  assembled  at  the  meeting-house. 
Among  the  town  papers  is  "an  Acct.  of  Powder  &  lead 
deliver'd  out  of  Town  Stock  by  the  selectmen  to  the  follow- 
ing Persons  who  went  towards  Bennington  in  the  Time  of 
the  Alarm  Aug'  1777.''  The  list  contains  the  names  of  one 
hundred  four  men,  and  the  quantity  of  powder  and  lead 
distributed  to  them  amounted  to  £20.2.1.  They  did  not 
wait  for  a  requisition,  but  volunteered,  and  marched  at 
once.  It  is  believed  that  Oliver  Lyman  was  captain  of  this 
company.  ^  While  on  the  march  they  heard  of  the  battle 
and  victory,  and  did  not  go  beyond  Lanesboro.  Here  num- 
bers of  Hessian  prisoners  were  delivered  to  them,  whom 
they  guarded  to  Northampton.  The  return  march  was 
through  Pittsfield,  where  they  passed  the  night  in  the 
meeting-house.  Another  night  thej''  lodged  at  Col,  Eager's 
barn  in  Worthington,  At  Northampton  the  prisoners  slept 
in  the  Court-house,  a  guard  being  kept  at  all  times  in  the 
porch  of  the  meeting-house.  They  remained  here  some 
days,  and  their  cooking  was  done  in  great  iron  kettles,  near 
where  the  present  town  hall  stands.  The  main  body  of  the 
prisoners  was  removed  to  Rutland,  but  some  of  them 
remained  here  and  in  other  towns.  Many  of  them  were 
employed  among  the  farmers.  Able-bodied  men,  especially 
mechanics,  were  not  plenty,  and  it  was  customary  to  en- 
gage such  of  the  prisoners  as  were  willing  to  work.  Gen. 
Pomeroy,  a  few  weeks  before,  had  written  from  Peekskill 
to  his  son  relative  to  other  prisoners  : —  "If  there  should 
be  a  smith  among  them  I  should  be  glad  to  have  you  try 
him  at  the  Smith's  business,  or  you  may  find  one  who  will 
suit  for  the  husbandry  business."  It  is  not  known  whether 
the  Pomeroy s  employed  any  of  the  prisoners  or  not,  but 
Jonathan  Judd  relates  his  experience  with  one,  which  may 

1    Their  names  will  be  found  in  the  table  of  revolutionary  soldiers  in  the  Appendix. 
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have  been  and  probably  was  tlie  result  with  a  majority  of 
them.     He  writes  in  his  diary  :  — 

"Fryday  [Sept.]  5  near  1  set  out  with  a  Brunswicker,  got  home  at  2." 
He  went  to  Northampton  the  day  before  and  "  lodged  at  Mr.  Lymans." 
In  a  few  weeks  he  makes  the  following  entry  ;  "  Monday  [Oct.]  20, 
was  at  Northampton,  left  the  Brunswicker  we  have  had  there,  he  is 
uneasy  and  very  cross." 

Another  Regiment  A  regiment  from  this  county  was  sent  to 
from  Hampshire  reiuforce  Gen.  Gates  in  July.  It  was  com- 
manded by  Col.  Moseley  of  Westfield,  and 
Jonathan  Clapp  of  Northampton  was  Major.  In  it  was  a 
company  commanded  by  Capt.  Jonathan  Stearns  of  North- 
ampton, and  another  under  Capt.  Lemuel  Pomeroy  of 
Southampton.  Capts,  Murray  of  Hatfield  and  Webber  of 
Worthington,  also  had  companies  in  the  regiment.  It  went 
by  way  of  Greenbush  to  Saratoga,  then  to  Moses  Creek, 
near  Fort  Edward.  As  Burgoyne  approached  it  fell  back 
to  Stillwater,  and  during  the  retreat  Obadiah  Frary  of 
Southampton  was  killed.  This  regiment  was  discharged 
the  last  of  August,  having  been  in  the  service  about  six 
weeks. 

other  Alarms.  In   September,  there  were  other  alarms 

caused  by  reports  from  the  seat  of  war  on 
the  Hudson.  On  the  IS**"  the  selectmen  were  called  upon 
to  distribute  a  pound  of  powder  "to  fire  two  Alarms,"  and 
on  the  18^^  three  quarters  of  a  pound  more  for  another,  the 
whole  costing  14s.  A  company  was  enlisted  from  North- 
ampton and  vicinity,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  men. 
Oliver  Lyman  was  Capt.  ;  Seth  Hunt,  Lieut.  ;  and  Asahel 
Pomeroy,  third  officer,  acting  as  adjutant  part  of  the  time. 
Pomeroy  was  in  the  service  in  July  and  August,  under 
Capt.  Stearns,  and  had  been  at  home  about  a  month,  when 
he  enlisted  again.  Col.  May  of  Goshen  commanded  the 
regiment,  and  Capt.  Lemuel  Pomeroy  was  at  the  head  of 
the  Southampton  company.  They  were  in  the  service 
about  six  weeks,  remaining  till  after  Burgoyne's  surrender. 
In  the  battle  of  Bemis  Heights  this  regiment  was  stationed 
on  the  left  near  the  Hudson,  but  was  not  engaged  in  the 


404  HISTORY   OF   NORTHAMPTON.  [1777. 

fight.     Probably  it  was  of  tliis  regiment  that  the  following 
story  was  told  :  — 

As  the  Hampshire  regiment  "wheeled  one  morning  into  line,  Gen. 
Gates,  who  was  surveying  the  army  from  a  little  eminence  on  the  right, 
remarked  that  they  must  be  old  soldiers.  '  Those.'  asked  Wilkinson, 
'  why  they  are  the  raw  recruits  from  Northampton.'  '  What,  Pom- 
eroy's  men,  eh  !  I  ought  to  know  them,'  and  putting  spurs  to  his  horse, 
he  rode  over  to  that  part  of  the  field  where  they  stood,  and  compli- 
mented the  commanding  colonel  upon  the  appearance  of  the  men.''^ 

David  Strong's  David  Strong  of  Northampton  was  a  mem- 

Account.  -\jQY  of  this  company.     He  stated  that  after 

the  battle  of  Bemis  Heights,  fought  Octo- 
ber 7"",  the  regiment  while  marching  to  take  position,  was 
suddenly  attacked  by  a  party  of  the  enemy,  and  compelled 
to  fall  back.  They  took  shelter  behind  trees  and  fought 
after  the  Indian  fashion.  Gen.  Lincoln  was  riding  in  ad- 
vance, locating  the  regiments,  when  he  was  wounded,  his 
leg  being  broken  by  a  ball.  Strong  and  others  placed  him 
on  a  blanket,  fastened  poles  to  its  sides  and  carried  him, 
four  men  at  a  time,  till  they  met  an  ambulance  coming  for 
him.  When  Burgoyne  retreated  beyond  Schuyler's  Creek, 
the  troops  followed  close.  The  road  presented  a  most  dis- 
tressing spectacle.  Dead  horses,  broken  vehicles,  aban- 
doned camp  equipage,  were  strewed  in  every  direction. 
Col.  May's  regiment  was  among  those  that  crossed  the 
creek  in  a  fog  and  suddenly  found  themselves  under  the 
British  guns.  They  crouched  beneath  the  bank,  recrossed 
the  creek,  and  fell  back  "  All  in  a  huddle."  The  water  was 
up  to  the  waist  and  in  some  places  higher.  After  the  ces- 
sation of  hostilities,  and  before  the  actual  surrender,  the 
Northampton  soldiers  were  dismissed.  In  coming  home 
they  met  troops  in  great  numbers  from  Massachusetts  and 
Maine,  told  them  all  was  over,  and  Burgoyne  and  his  army 
prisoners,  but  they  all  kept  on,  anxious  to  see  and  know 
from  personal  observation.  Strong  said  that  he  never  saw 
men  so  full  of  fight,  as  all  were  on  the  day  of  the  last  bat- 
tle with  Burgoyne.  When  they  marched  from  the  line 
they  went  with  a  quick  and  lively  step,  eager  for  action. 
His  company  was  stationed  in  the  woods,  and  he  could  not 
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see  the  fighting,  but  could  tell  from  the  firing  which  party 
had  the  advantage.  ^ 

The  Killed  and         Aaron  Strong  of  Southampton  was  killed  a 
Wounded.  little  before  the  surrender  by  a  random  shot, 

on  the  south  side  of  Schuyler's  Creek.  Just 
before  this,  Jonathan  Warner  was  wounded  on  the  back 
side  of  his  shoulder.  He  exclaimed,  "The  rascals  have 
shot  me  in  the  back."  Eight  men  from  Northampton  en- 
listed in  this  company.    They  were  absent  about  six  weeks. 

A  Company  Enlisted  About  the  first  of  September,  the  town  was 
for  Three  Months,  alarmed  by  the  usual  drum  beating  and 
gun  firing,  and  a  number  of  men  enlisted. 
A  company  was  formed  from  this  and  other  towns,  and 
went  forward  to  the  seat  of  war.  It  was  enlisted  for  ninety 
days.  Elihu  King,  who  was  a  member,  states  in  his  narra- 
tive, that  John  Kirkland  was  chosen  Captain,  but  becoming 
insane  on  the  march,  Abner  Pomeroy  of  Southampton  was 
put  in  his  place,  and  Samuel  Parsons  of  Northampton  was 
chosen  Lieutenant.  Pomeroy  started  as  Lieutenant,  and 
Parsons  as  Ensign,  but  were  promoted  when  Capt.  Kirk- 
land was  discharged.  The  company  marched  through  Wil- 
liamstown  to  Bennington,  and  thence  to  Pawlet,  though 
part  of  them  went  to  Ticonderoga,  where  they  captured  a 
few  British  soldiers.  They  remained  at  Pawlet  a  few  days 
and  then  went  down  the  Hudson  and  crossed  to  Gates' 
army,  after  the  first  battle  of  Bemis  Heights,  Sept.  19"*. 
Col.  Woodbridge  of  South  Hadley  commanded  the  regi- 
ment, which  was  composed  mainly  of  Hampshire  County 
companies.  After  joining  the  army,  they  were  attached  to 
the  Massachusetts  brigade,  commanded  by  Gen.  Warner  of 
Hard  wick.  In  the  battle  of  October  7*'',  Gen.  Warner's 
brigade  was  in  the  line  about  half-way  from  the  river  to 
the  top  of  the  hill  in  the  woods.  They  expected  to  be 
called  into  action  every  minute,  but  were  not.  King  could 
not  see  the  battle-ground.  After  the  surrender  of  Bur- 
goyne  they  marched  to  Albany,  where  they  embarked  in 
sloops  and  were  landed  at  Tarrytown.  Thence  they 
marched  to  White  Plains,  thence  to  Westchester,  returning 

1    Judd  MSS. 


406  HISTORY   OF  NORTHAMPTON.  [lTr7. 

afterwards  to  White  Plains.  They  came  home  in  the  latter 
part  of  November.  Thirteen  men  from  Northampton  were 
members  of  this  company. ' 

Losses  by  North-     Thomas  Clark,   Solomon  Wright,   Thomas 
ampton  Men.  Smith,  Silas  Bartlett,  Isaac  Clark,  Solomon 

Dewey,  and  Eleazar  Root  lost  their  knap- 
sacks, blankets  and  clothing  at  Saratoga.  The  company 
was  obliged  to  retreat  hurriedly,  when  almost  surrounded 
by  the  enemy.  Each  man  made  a  claim  upon  the  town  or 
state  for  his  loss,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  between 
£30  and  £40,  but  the  claim  seems  not  to  have  been  allowed. 

Transporting  Stores  Epliraiui  Wright  of  Northampton  was  en- 
to  the  Army.  gaged  as  a  teamster,  or  as  he  was  called  in 

the  documents  of  that  date,  "  waggon  mas- 
ter," throughout  the  Revolution,  and  transported  large 
quantities  of  stores  to  the  army.  One  of  his  earliest  ac- 
counts is  dated  June,  1777.  He  received  at  that  time  from 
Robert  Breck  Esq. ,  a  member  of  the  State  Committee  on 
Supplies,  who  was  also  commissary  for  Hampshire  County, 
"  12  hogsd  &  9  Tier.  Rum,  2  hogds  Mollasses,  three  hgds 
Sugar,  2  hgds  &  one  Tier.  Coffee,  7  barrels  of  Ginger,  one 
Tier.  Pepper,  31  boxes  Chocolate  of  50  lbs.  each,  &  one  box 
chocolate  of  250  lbs..  Two  Tierces  of  Oatmeal,  four  tierces 
of  Indian  Meal,"  which  the  department  conveyed  to  Fort 
George.  These  stores  were  intended  for  the  army  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  but  for  want  of  boats,  only  a  portion  went  to  the 
army,  the  rest  remaining  at  the  Continental  storehouse  at 
Fort  George.  Mr.  Wright  was  evidently  at  the  head  of 
the  transportation  department  in  Western  Massachusetts, 
and  the  teamsters  received  their  pay  of  him.  In  another 
document  may  be  found  a  description  of  several  loads  car- 
ried in  July,  1777,  "from  New  Providence  towards  the 
northern  army,  being  69  miles  &  four  shillings  per  Tun  per 
mile."  Among  the  articles  transported  by  them  were  ten 
tierces,  casks  and  barrels  of  rum,  brandy,  and  wine  ;  seven 
tierces,  casks  and  boxes  of  chocolate  ;  two  tierces  of  rice  ; 
one  hhd.  and  one  box  of  "  cloathing  ; "  six  tierces  of  salt ; 
a  cask  of  mustard  ;  a  hhd.  or  two  of  molasses,  etc.     From 

1    For  names  see  Appendix, 
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this  it  appears  that  liquids  predominated,  and  that  "  Dutch 
courage  "  was  deemed  of  great  importance. 

Reinforcements  Or-      On  the  2*^  of  July,  Hampshire  and  Berk- 
dered  to  the  North-      shire  Counties  Were  ordered  to  march  "  all 

61*11  Armv 

they  can "  to  Fort  Ann  or  Fort  Edward 
to  reinforce  the  northern  army,  every  seventh  man  being 
called  for,  and  in  August,  every  sixth  man  was  ordered  out 
from  Hampshire.  This  second  call  following  the  other  so 
quickly,  was  needed  because  the  first  one  ordering  out  every 
seventh  man,  had  been  but  partially  filled.  These  men 
were  to  be  in  the  service  till  November  SO**",  and  were  to  be 
paid  50s.  per  month  in  addition  to  their  Continental  wages. 
By  the  22^^  of  September,  at  least  one  half  the  militia  in 
Hampshire  and  some  other  counties  was  required  to  re- 
inforce Gen,  Gates. 

Third  Year  of  the     Tliough  irradiated  by  the  capture  of  Bur- 
^'^'^-  goyne,  the  third  year  of  the  conflict  brought 

no  relief  to  the  harassed  and  hard  pressed 
colonists.  The  defeat  at  Brandywine  was  followed  by  the 
capture  of  Philadelphia,  while  the  repulse  at  Germantown 
drove  the  dispirited  and  dejected  army  of  Washington  into 
the  miseries,  hardships  and  sufferings  of  Valley  Forge. 
Little  had  been  gained  by  either  side,  though  the  Ameri- 
cans had  much  about  which  to  congratulate  themselves. 
Their  gallant  struggle  was  attracting  attention  across  the 
ocean,  bringing  to  their  aid  such  men  as  Lafayette  and 
Pulaski,  reinforcements  of  untold  value  to  the  budding 
republic. 

Smallpox  Invades      Duriug  this  j^ear  of  constant  warfare  and 
the  Town.  coutiuued    privatiou,    when    Northampton 

was  sending  one  half  of  its  able-bodied  men 
into  the  army,  the  town  was  visited  by  that  dreaded 
scourge,  smallpox.  This  disease  had  not  previous  to  this 
time  extended  inland  very  generally.  Seventeen  years  be- 
fore, a  few  straggling  cases  had  found  their  way  into  the 
Connecticut  Valley,  and  a  hospital  for  their  treatment  had 
been  established  at  Springfield.  This  year  it  appeared  sud- 
denly, and  though  vigorous  measures  were  adopted  to  pre- 
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vent  its  spread,  several  persons  died.  One  of  its  earlier 
victims  was  Rev.  John  Hooker,  pastor  of  the  First  Church. 
His  death  occurred  on  the  6"'  of  February,  and  it  was  a 
severe  blow  to  the  community.  The  people  were  sincerely 
attached  to  him,  and  the  sudden  and  peculiar  cause  of  his 
death  spread  an  added  gloom  throughout  the  town. 

Sickness  and  Death  of  This  loathsome  diseasc  was  brought  here 
Rev.  Mr.  Hooker.  "by  Qol.  Hoisiugtou,  in  December,  1776. 
He  was  taken  sick  at  Daniel  Pomeroy's 
tavern — known  for  many  years  as  the  "Red  Tavern" — which 
stood  on  or  near  the  present  site  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
He  was  removed  to  a  place  hastily  provided  for  his  recep- 
tion, where  he  died  in  a  short  time.  Rev,  Mr.  Hooker 
caught  the  disease,  it  is  supposed,  while  passing  the  tavern, 
soon  after  Col.  Hoisington  was  attacked.  He  was  return- 
ing, so  the  tradition  reads,  from  a  wedding  at  "Welch 
End  "  (probably  that  of  Samuel  Porter  of  Chesterfield,  to 
Lucy,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Edwards,  which  occurred  on 
the  12*^*^  of  December).  Mr.  Hooker  was  immediately  taken 
to  the  house  of  widow  Bartlett,  which  seems  to  have  been 
used  as  a  temporary  hospital,  where  he  died  after  an  illness 
of  about  seven  weeks.  He  was  buried  on  the  7"'  of  Feb- 
ruary, not  in  the  night,  as  has  been  stated,  but  in  the  day- 
time. So  great  was  the  dread  of  this  disease,  that  his  re- 
mains were  carried  to  the  cemetery  through  the  meadows 
without  attendance.  The  bell  was  tolled  as  usual,  people 
assembled  at  the  meeting-house  and  Dr.  Lyman  of  Hatfield 
preached  a  sermon.  Madame  Dwight  draped  the  pulpit  in 
black  broadcloth.  His  loss  was  severely  felt,  and  many 
tears  were  shed  while  the  service  was  in  progress.  The 
town  paid  all  the  expenses  of  his  sickness,  as  well  as  those 
of  other  members  of  his  family,  who  had  been  exposed. 

Several  People  D  i  e     Great  cousternation   prevailed   when   the 
of  the  Disease  and     disease  appeared.     A  number  of  persons 

others   are   Inocu-  /jitt        -j  t  itit-. 

lated.  were  attacked  by  it,  and  several  died.  Peo- 

ple from  Northampton  and  other  towns, 
who  had  been  exposed,  went  to  Chesterfield  and  were  inoc- 
ulated. A  house  was  provided  for  the  proper  accommoda- 
tion of  these  invalids,  where  most  of  them  remained  till 
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they  recovered.  Among  them  were  several  members  of 
Daniel  Pomeroy's  family,  and  a  number  of  persons  from 
Southampton.  In  March  the  town  voted  to  build  a  pest- 
house  in  the  old  field  of  Elisha  Alvord,  above  Coomb's  Mill 
Place.  The  building  was  sixteen  by  thirty-four  feet,  with 
a  chimney  in  the  center,  and  a  cellar  eight  feet  square. 

Terms  of  Inoculation.  All  who  culisted  in  the  Continental  army 
were  to  have  the  liberty  of  inoculation 
before 'marching.  At  the  same  time  it  was  voted  that  no 
person  "should  be  suffered  to  take  the  small  pox  in  this 
Town  by  inoculation  but  what  shall  Previously  Deposit  £5 
in  the  Hands  of  the  Selectmen  to  be  Kept  by  them  as  a 
Pledge  of  their  abiding  the  order  of  Such  Committee  as 
Shall  be  appointed  by  the  Town  to  take  care  of  the  con- 
duct of  such  persons  as  shall  take  the  Small  Pox."  The 
deposit  was  to  be  forfeited  if  the  parties  failed  to  comply 
with  the  orders  of  the  above  committee. 

"Monopoly  and  Op-     A  comniittce  was   appointed  to  take  the 
pression."  most  effectual  means  to  discover  any  vio- 

lation of  the  act  to  "prevent  monopoly 
and  oppression,"  and  to  "prosecute  according  to  law  all 
violations  of  the  act  until  Grand  Jurors  shall  be  appointed 
to  take  cognizance  of  the  same." 

Committee  to  Pro-  In  May  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  pro- 
cure  Preaching.  (jure  preaching  and  to  "look  out  for  and 
procure  a  candidate  for  Settling  in  the  work 
of  the  Gospel  Ministry  among  us  as  opportunity  shall  pre- 
sent." '  No  record  has  been  found  of  the  names  of  the  min- 
isters who  supplied  the  pulpit  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Hooker.  Much  of  the  preaching  came  apparently  through 
the  influence  and  exertions  of  Mrs.  Hooker,  who  was  after- 
wards liberally  compensated  for  her  labors  in  this  respect. 

Soldiers  Aid  and  Re-     A  Committee  was  also  appointed  to  provide 
imbursing  Taxes.       foj.  the  families  of  soldiers  in  the  Conti- 
nental  army,  in  accordance  with  the  act 
of  the  General  Court.     It  was  also  voted  to  pay  a  bounty 
of  £10  to  all  those  marines  who  had  served  in  the  Conti- 
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nental  army.  In  December,  the  town  voted  to  reimburse 
"  their  last  year's  poll  tax  to  those  who  were  prisoners  in 
Quebec,  viz  :  — Joseph  Parsons  Jr. ,  Paul  Clap,  Russell  Clark, 
Oliver  Edwards,  Lemuel  Bates." 

Rev.  John  Hooker.  Tlic  fourtli  minister  of  Northampton  was 
born  at  Kensington,  Ct.,  now  the  Parish  of 
Berlin,  in  1729.  He  was  the  great  grandson  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  and  the  first  minister  of  Hartford.  Gradua- 
ting at  Yale  College  in  the  class  of  1751,  two  years  later 
he  was  installed  as  pastor  over  the  church  here,  where  he 
remained  till  death  sundered  the  connection  twenty-three 
years  afterward.  On  the  5^^  of  December,  1753,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  Worthington  of  Springfield,  sister  of  Col. 
John  Worthington,  one  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  in  this 
section  of  the  state.  The  circumstances  attending  his  call 
have  already  been  fully  narrated,  as  well  as  the  sad  details 
of  his  last  sickness  and  death.  Accepting  the  pastorate  of 
this  church  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  he  entered  without 
previous  experience  upon  a  duty  rendered  all  the  more 
exacting  on  account  of  the  stormy  and  tempestuous  close 
of  the  labors  of  his  eminent  predecessor.  But  he  seemed 
peculiarly  well  fitted  to  meet  the  special  condition  of  affairs 
existing,  and  the  asperity  and  bitterness  of  both  parties 
speedily  merged  into  a  mutual  and  common  attachment  be- 
tween pastor  and  people.  "The  gentleness  of  his  deport- 
ment, his  sound  discretion,  and  his  instructive  discourses 
in  the  pulpit,  secured  to  him,  to  such  an  extent,  the  love 
and  respect  of  his  people,  that  they  were  always  satisfied 
to  hear  him,  and  did  not  care  to  hear  anybody  else."  ^ 
While  he  was  looked  upon  with  respect,  and  treated  with 
courtesy  by  the  clergy  of  the  valley,  he  never  assumed  the 
commanding  position  then  held  by  his  predecessors.  He 
was  eminently  fitted  for  the  pastoral  oflQce,  and  absorbed  in 
these  duties,  he  sought  not  distinction  elsewhere.  Partic- 
ularly he  endeared  himself  to  the  youth  of  the  congrega- 
tion, and  is  represented  as  a  man  of  most  condescending, 
familiar  and  winning  manners.  As  a  preacher  he  was 
earnest  and  attractive,  stating  the  truth  with  simplicity 

1    Sprague's  Annals. 
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and  directness,  free  from  everything  that  had  a  semblance 
of  affectation.  He  was  modest  and  retiring,  and  did  not 
put  himself  forward  for  the  sake  of  popularity  or  noto- 
riety. Mr.  Hooker  was  an  ardent  patriot^  and  sympathized 
with  and  aided  to  the  extent  of  his  ability  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty. During  the  early  years  of  the  war  he  was  frequently 
called  upon  to  hold  services  as  the  soldiers  were  about  to 
march  to  the  front.  Usually  the  company  was  assembled 
at  the  meeting-house,  where  prayer  would  be  offered  by  the 
minister,  and  sometimes  addresses  made  by  others.  On 
one  such  occasion  he  preached  a  sermon  from  the  text, 
"and  the  soldiers  said  what  shall  we  do?"  His  death 
from  smallpox  occurred  February  6,  1777,  at  the  age  of 
forty-eight.  During  his  pastorate  of  twenty-three  years, 
four  hundred  nine  members  were  added  to  the  church. 

A  Monument  Elected     Ten  ycars  after  his  decease,  the  town  voted 
to  his  Memory.  ^q  "  procurc  a   deccut  monumeut  to  be 

erected  to  the  memorj^  of  the  late  John 
Hooker,  at  the  cost  of  the  town. "  It  was  soon  after  placed 
in  the  Bridge  Street  cemetery,  where  it  is  still  to  be  seen. 
It  bears  the  following  inscription  :  — 

"  Here  lies  the  Rev.  John  Hooker,  who  died  of  y"  Small  Pox  FeV  6"^, 
1777,  in  the  49"'  Year  of  his  Age  :  &  2S'^  of  his  Ministry.  In  him  an 
excellent  &  highly  cialtivated  Genius,  a  graceful  Elocution,  engaging 
manners,  &  the  Temper  of  the  Gospel,  united  to  form  an  able  and 
faithful  minister,  &  to  render  him  exemplary  and  beloved  in  all  the 
Relations  of  life. 

"  The  affectionate  People  of  his  charge  in  remembrance  of  his  many 
Amiable  and  Christian  Virtues,  erected  this  Monument  to  his  Memory." 

1.  It  is  related  of  him  that  he  was  at  first  very  moderate  in  his  whigism,  and  some 
suspected  him  of  being  on  the  fence.  Nathaniel  Day,  who  lived  where  the  Academy 
of  Music  now  stands,  apprised  him  of  the  growing  impression  concerning  his  politi- 
cal principles,  and  urged  him  '■  by  all  that  was  sacred  to  come  on  the  right  side,  or 
he  would  be  blown  up."  Mr.  Hooker  made  no  reply,  "but  ever  afterwards  was  will- 
ing to  preach  and  pray  like  a  true  whig."  Nathaniel  Day  was  a  fiery  whig,  and  with 
his  monstrous  drum,  when  an  alarm  was  given,  "he  made  the  town  ring,  his  head 
was  up,  the  muscles  of  his  meagre  face  were  all  in  motion,  and  his  eyes  beamed 
with  animation  .and  tire."— Judd  MSS. 
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A  Contribution  for    In  January,   1778,  a  large  committee  was 
the  Soldiers.  appointed  to  "go  from  one  house  to  another 

through  the  town,  and  see  what  they  could 
collect  (by  donation)  of  such  things  as  they  judged  would 
be  serviceable  to  the  soldiers,"  and  forward  all  such  contri- 
butions to  Albany,  as  soon  as  convenient,  to  be  distribu- 
ted to  the  soldiers  from  Northampton.  What  may  have 
been  the  result  of  that  canvas  is  not  stated.  During  the 
same  month  the  sum  of  £108.8.2  was  allowed  a  number  of 
persons  for  bread  furnished  the  British  prisoners,  who 
marched  through  the  town  on  their  way  to  Boston.  The 
amount  was  paid  to  four  constables,  who  were  to  deduct 
the  same  from  the  tax  bills  of  those  who  provided  the 
bread.  This  must  have  been  for  provisions  delivered  to  the 
Hessian  soldiers,  captured  at  the  battle  of  Bennington. 

Nine  Month's  Men.  Two  thousaud  soldiers  werc  called  for  in 
April  to  serve  nine  months,  to  fill  up  the 
Continental  battalions.  The  previous  requisition  of  one 
seventh  of  all  the  male  inhabitants  over  sixteen  years  of 
age,  was  not  sufficient  to  keep  the  quota  of  Massachusetts 
up  to  the  desired  number.  Northam^jton  was  required  to 
furnish  thirteen  men. 

Bounty  Money  and  In  May  the  towii  voted  to  raisc  by  tax  thir- 
Requisitions  for  tccu  hundred  dollars  to  pay  the  bounties. 
At  the  same  time  an  order  was  issued  to  en- 
list thirteen  hundred  men  for  the  North  River,  and  two 
hundred  for  Rhode  Island.  They  were  to  serve  eight 
months  after  arriving  at  the  place  of  rendezvous.     On  the 

412 


1778.]  REVOLUTION — REV.    SOLOMON   WILLIAMS.  413 

12"'  of  June  another  requisition  was  made  for  eighteen 
hundred  men  for  service  in  Rhode  Island.  But  their  desti- 
nation was  changed  and  of  the  one  hundred  ninety-nine 
men  required  of  Hampshire,  one  hundred  from  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  county  were  to  go  to  Providence,  and 
ninety-nine  from  the  northern  portion  were  to  march  to 
Albany.  It  was  probably  in  answer  to  this  requisition  that 
a  company  from  Northampton  and  vicinity  under  Capt. 
Daniel  Pomeroy  went  to  Albany.  Their  names  have  not 
been  discovered,  but  they  joined  the  division  under  Gen. 
Stark.  In  May  the  selectmen  paid  the  town  treasurer  £153, 
part  of  the  bounty  money  raised  under  the  tax  of  $1300. 
Of  this  sum,  £90  was  paid  to  Daniel  Pomeroy. 

Requisitions  f  o  r       Accompauyiug  these  calls  for  soldiers  were 
Clothing.  similar  orders  for  clothing.     In  March,  an 

order  was  issued  for  collecting  shirts,  shoes, 
and  stockings,  equal  in  number  to  one  seventh  of  all  males 
above  sixteen  years  of  age.  If  they  were  not  contributed, 
the  selectmen  were  to  purchase  them.  This  was  followed 
by  another  requisition  in  June  for  the  same  quantity,  the 
proportion  for  this  town  being  sixty-four  of  each  article 
already  named.  Returns  were  to  be  made  to  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  before  September  20"'.  In  the  gen- 
eral list  of  town  debts,  rendered  at  the  March  meeting  in 
1779,  the  sum  of  £303.15  was  charged  to  the  clothing  ac- 
count. 

Companies  under      The  uames  of    but  two  men    enlisted  by 
this  Call.  Capt.    Cook,   uudcr   the  resolve   of  April, 

have  been  found:  —  Ithamar  Strong  and 
Oliver  Sprague.  In  November,  1778,  a  company  from  this 
section  under  command  of  Capt.  Fairfield  of  Williams- 
burg went  to  Dorchester,  where  they  were  employed  in 
fortifying  the  heights.  During  the  service,  which  ended 
in  January,  1779,  the  company  went  to  New  London  and 
back.  In  it  were  several  men  from  Southampton.  Another 
company,  commanded  by  Capt.  Montague  of  South  Had- 
ley,  was  stationed  at  Albany.  The  regiment  was  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Chapin  of  Hatfield,  and  the  term  of  ser- 
vice was  six  weeks.     Still  another  company  was  recruited 
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mainly  in  the  soiithern  part  of  the  county,  under  command 
of  Enoch  Chapin  of  West  Springfield.  It  was  stationed 
at  Springfield  to  guard  the  public  stores,  as  well  as  the 
British  prisoners.  Their  term  of  service  was  six  months. 
Probably  no  man  from  this  town  was  in  either  of  these 
companies. 

The  Expedition  to  In  December,  1776,  the  British  had  landed 
Rhode  Island.  ^  forcc  of  six  tliousaud  men  under  Lord 
Percy  at  Newport,  which  was  at  that  time 
one  of  the  most  thriving  seaport  towns  of  New  England. 
The  alliance  with  France  brought  a  powerful  fleet  and  an 
army  of  four  thousand  men  to  aid  the  cause  of  liberty.  In 
connection  with  this  fleet  it  was  determined  to  attempt  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  Rhode  Island.  Gen.  Sullivan  held 
the  command,  and  in  a  short  time  he  had  a  force  of  nine 
thousand  men  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  French.  Stress 
of  weather  prevented  Count  D"  Estang  from  making  a 
demonstration  from  the  sea,  and  the  expedition  failed  of 
its  purpose.  It  was  to  reinforce  this  army  that  the  requisi- 
tion for  eighteen  hundred  men,  made  in  June,  was  re- 
quired, though  the  destination  of  a  part  of  the  troops  was 
afterwards  changed.  It  is  supposed  that  no  men  from 
Northampton  were  in  this  army. 

Northampton  Re-      The  abovc  statement  includes  all  the  men 
'^ruits.  Northampton  was   called   upon  to  fjirnish 

during  this  year,  so  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained from  the  records.  Aside  from  those  who  enlisted 
for  the  war  in  the  Continental  army  the  year  previous,  but 
few  names  appear. 

The  Town  Militia.  The  Northampton  militia  was  divided  into 
five  companies  in  1777  and  1778,  numbering 
about  two  hundred  thirty-one  officers  and  men.  One  com- 
pany, commanded  by  Capt.  Joseph  Cook,  covered  territory 
embracing  the  southeast  side  of  Main  Street,  West  and 
South  Streets,  and  a  part  of  Lower  Farms,  and  contained 
fifty-eight  names.  Another,  commanded  by  Capt.  Oliver 
Lyman,  comprised  Bridge  Street,  or  the  Plain,  Hawley, 
Pleasant    and    Market   Streets,    including   Caleb   Strong's 
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homestead,  and  in  it  were  enrolled  fifty-six  men.  Capt. 
Daniel  Pomeroy's  company  embraced  the  northwest  side  of 
Main  Street  to  Ephraim  Wright's,  and  up  the  hill  to  Enos 
Cook's,  Elm  Street  and  Prospect  Street  through  to  King 
Street,  and  in  it  were  one  hundred  seventy-four  men.  The 
company  of  Capt.  Joseph  Clapp  was  in  what  is  now  East- 
hampton  and  a  part  of  Lower  Farms,  comprising  forty- 
three  men.  When  a  requisition  was  made  for  soldiers,  the 
required  number  was  assigned  in  proper  proportion  to  each 
section  or  company,  which  furnished  the  men  either  by  en- 
listment or  by  providing  substitutes. 

The  Progress  in  1778.  Tlic  great  feature  of  encouragement  dur- 
ing the  fourth  year  of  the  war  was  the 
treaty  of  alliance  with  France,  and  the  arrival  of  the 
French  fleet  and  army.  Philadelphia  had  been  evacuated 
by  the  enemy,  the  British  fleet  blockaded  in  the  harbor  of 
New  York,  and  its  annihilation  anticipated.  But  the 
French  admiral,  unable  to  take  his  heavy  ships  over  the 
bar,  and  anticipating  the  arrival  of  the  British  squadron, 
sailed  away  to  the  abortive  attempt  upon  Newport.  In  the 
autumn  the  latter  place  and  New  York  City  were  the 
only  points  north  of  Virginia  held  by  the  British.  Many 
successful  raids  had  been  made  by  the  enemy  upon  the 
coasts  of  New  England  and  New  Jersey,  the  tragedy  of 
Wyoming  had  been  enacted,  and  added  to  the  warfare 
against  England,  were  the  Indian  outrages,  the  memory  of 
which  still  causes  a  shudder.  Washington  having  outma- 
noeuvered  his  antagonists,  went  into  winter  quarters  at 
Middlebrook.  The  seat  of  war  had  been  transferred  to  the 
southern  colonies,  and  Savannah  had  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  The  odds  were  still  against  the  patriots, 
though  the  relative  position  of  affairs  in  a  military  point 
of  view  was  very  nearly  that  of  the  previous  year.  Not- 
withstanding thg  straightened  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try, the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  the  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining soldiers,  and  the  absolute  impossibility  of  raising 
the  armies  to  the  required  standard,  the  general  outlook 
was  encouraging. 
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Necessity  of  Con-  One  of  tliG  most  pressmg  needs  of  the  coun- 
federation.  -^py  after  tliG  Declaration  of  Independence, 

was  a  general  bond  of  union,  a  system  of 
confederation,  that  should  unite  all  the  colonies  so  that 
their  energies  should  not  be  ill  applied,  nor  frittered  away 
in  individual  and  ineffectual  efforts.  To  this  end  Congress, 
in  the  midst  of  the  absorbing  struggle,  prepared  and  pre- 
sented to  the  colonies  for  their  consideration  a  system  by 
which  all  should  be  brought  together  under  one  general 
government.  It  was  not  deemed  sufficient  that  these  arti- 
cles should  be  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  different 
states,  but  they  were  submitted  to  the  scrutiny,  criticism, 
and  approval  of  each  town. 

Articles  of  Confed-  I^  January  ' '  the  articles  of  confederation 
eration  Approved  and  Perpetual  Uuiou  proposed  by  the 
byt  e   own.  Hou'ble  Continental  Congress,"  were 

brought  before  the  town.  How  far  they  were  discussed  or 
whether  any  opposition  to  them  was  manifested  cannot  now 
be  known.  The  verdict  as  recorded  by  the  clerk  was  that 
"they  [the  town]  approve  of  the  same  and  direct  their 
Representatives  in  the  General  Court  to  act  accordingly." 

Cider-Mill  Privilege  Ithamar  Strong  was  given  liberty  in  March 
Granted.  to  build  a  "  Cyder  Mill"  on  the  town's  land 

near  the  former  home  of  Bathsheba  Hull, 
who  had  been  dispossessed  of  the  property  by  the  town  a 
short  time  before.  He  was  to  pay  to  the  town  annually 
"the  full  value  of  half  of  the  cyder  which  he  shall  make 
from  the  apple  trees  that  are  upon  the  town's  land  at  that 
place  so  long  as  he  shall  enjoy  the  same,"  Some  one  of  the 
occupants  of  this  land,  while  the  town's  right  of  ownership 
was  in  abeyance,  set  out  and  cared  for  the  orchard,  and 
now  the  town  was  profiting  by  his  labors. 

Generous  to  Mrs.  To  Mrs.  Hookcr,  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
Hooker.  band,  the   town  was  generous  and  sympa- 

thetic. For  a  number  of  years  she  was  per- 
mitted to  use  about  one  quarter  of  the  sequestered  land, 
wood  was  provided  for  her,  and  she  was  paid  for  supplying 
the  pulpit,  "  a.t  three  times  the  nominal  sum  that  was  set- 
tled upon  Mr.  Hooker,  as  his  salary  according  to  the  time 
the  Pulpit  was  supplied  by  her." 
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Westhampton  Seeks  The  oiitlyiiig  (listricts  Were  filling  up  with 
Municipal  p  r  i  v  1  -  inhabitants,  and  each  and  all  of  them  were 
^^''^'  desirous  of  assuming  municipal  responsi- 

bilities as  soon  as  possible.  Unlike  the  practice  of  the  pres- 
ent day  which  is  towards  annexation  and  the  absorption  of 
the  smaller  by  the  larger  places,  the  tendency  then  was 
towards  the  dismemberment  of  the  older  towns  and  the 
erection  of  new  ones  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
Already  a  large  slice  of  territory  had  been  cut  off  and  the 
town  of  Southampton  formed.  Another  project  for  the 
formation  of  the  district  of  Easthampton  had  failed  be- 
cause of  the  opposition  of  the  former  town.  Now  the  peo- 
ple living  in  the  westerly  section  of  the  town  pressed  for 
civic  honors,  and  proposed  to  set  up  for  themselves.  But 
eleven  years  had  elapsed  since  the  first  settlers  established 
themselves  in  the  wilderness  there,  and  their  numbers  had 
increased  during  that  period  only  to  about  sixty  families. 
Six  years  before  they  had  petitioned  the  town  to  be  allowed 
their  "ministers  raits,"  and  "  Sumthing  relitive  to  School- 
ing," and  since  that  time  they  had  been  supplied  with  their 
share  of  the  town  funds  for  the  support  of  preaching  and 
schools  and  the  care  of  highways.  Now  deeming  them- 
selves capable  of  sustaining  these  institutions,  they  peti- 
tioned the  General  Court  to  be  set  off  into  a  separate  town. 
The  parent  settlement  never  discouraged  the  formation  of 
these  offshoots,  and  not  only  voted  in  favor  of  their  estab- 
lishment, but  divided  the  paternal  resources  with  them  in 
a  liberal  manner.  It  was  ever  ready  to  encourage  the 
young  folks  to  set  up  for  themselves.  No  opposition  was 
made  to  the  petition  of  Southampton  ;  that  of  Easthamp- 
ton was  treated  with  equal  favor,  and  when  the  j)roposition 
for  the  formation  of  still  another  town  came  up  for  consid- 
eration at  a  meeting  held  in  September,  the  following  vote 
was  passed  with  apparent  unanimity  :  — 

"  voted,  That  they  did  Consent  that  four  miles  in  length  at  the  "West 
end  of  the  Town  &  the  full  breadth  thereof,  with  the  Inhabitants  on  sd 
Land  should  be  set  off  from  Northampton  &  Incorporated  into  a  sepa- 
rate Town  or  District." 

21 
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The  New  Town  In-     Oil  tliG  29"'  day  of  September,  in  accordance 
corporated.  -witli  tlie  pray 61'  of  the  petitioners,  the  Gen- 

eral Court  incorporated  that  section  of 
Northampton  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Westhampton. 
In  connection  with  the  above  vote  another  was  passed 
allowing  the  new  town  "their  proportion  of  the  Land  and 
Money  which  now  belongs  to  the  Town  (being  90  pounds) 
they  taking  the  sequestered  lot  containing  about  107  acres 
in  lieu  of  £80.5  and  the  other  sum  of  £9.15  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  Town  Treasury  in  consideration  of  their  whole  right 
to  the  Real  and  Personal  estate  in  the  hands  of  the  town." 

A  New  Minister.  ^ot  oiily  was  the  towu  Called  upon  during 
the  distress,  difficulties,  and  hardships  of 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  to  vote  away  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  its  territory,  but  it  was  at  the  same  time  under  the 
necessity  of  engaging  and  settling  a  new  minister.  This 
was  always  a  matter  of  special  expense,  and  doubly  so 
when  the  currency  had  so  greatly  depreciated  and  money 
was  so  hard  to  be  obtained. 

Rev.  Solomon  wii-  Sooii  after  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
liams  Invited  to  -^o  obtaiii  a  iiew  minister,  £200  was  appro- 
priated to  sustain  Sabbath  services,  and  a 
year  had  barely  elapsed  when  a  vote  was  passed  looking 
towards  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Hookers  successor.  In 
March,  at  the  annual  town-meeting,  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  provide  preaching,  was  directed  to  "apply  to  Mr. 
Williams  in  order  to  know  whether  he  is  Willing  to  have  a 
Church  meeting  called  that  the  minds  of  the  church  may  be 
known  relative  to  his  settlement."  He  was  to  preach  a 
lecture  here  during  the  next  week.  How  long  he  officiated 
previous  to  this  action  is  not  known.  It  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed, however,  that  the  proposed  service  during  the  coming 
week  was  his  first  appearance  here,  though  the  above  vote 
contains  the  first  mention  of  his  name  to  be  found.  On  the 
18"'  of  March  the  church  voted,  one  hundred  thirty-six  to 
two,  to  invite  him  to  settle,  and  twelve  days  after,  the  town 
by  an  equally  unanimous  vote — one  hundred  eighty-eight 
in  favor  to  two  in  opposition— decided  to  concur  with  the 
church  in  the  choice  of  Mr.   Solomon  Williams  as  their 
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minister,  Mr.  Williams  was  the  son  of  Rev,  Eliphalet 
Williams  of  East  Hartford,  and  was  at  this  time  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age.  He  was  graduated  at  Yale  Col- 
lege in  1770,  and  had  been  during  the  five  preceding  years 
a  tntor  in  that  institution. 

Terma  of  Settlement    The  question  ot  a  Settlement  ana  saiary  for 
and  Salary.  ^he  new  minister  was  referred  to  a  com- 

mittee consisting  of  Ephraim  Wright,  Eli- 
jah Hunt,  Dr,  Ebenezer  Hunt,  Mr,  Elias  Lyman,  Dr,  Jon- 
athan Hunt,  Abner  Barnard,  Ezra  Clark,  Jacob  Parsons, 
and  Dea,  Aaron  Cook.  After  conference  with  Mr,  Wil- 
liams they  reported  an  agreement  with  him  by  which  he 
was  to  receive  £300  for  a  settlement,  payable,  one  third 
when  he  should  be  ordained,  and  the  remainder  within,  the 
two  succeeding  years.  His  salary  was  to  be  £100  the  first 
year  with  a  yearly  increase  of  £5  till  it  reached  the  sum  of 
£120,  which  was  to  be  the  permanent  limit.  On.  account 
of  the  fluctuations  in  the  paper  currency,  the  standard 
value  of  the  salary  was  based,  as  in  the  case  of  Rev.  Jona- 
than Edwards,  upon  the  price  of  the  staple  products  of  the 
land,  "Wheat,  Rie  and  Indian  Com."  The  price  of  wheat 
was  to  be  43.,  rie  3s.,  and  Indian  com  2s.,  per  busheL 
It  was  also  provided  that  these  prices  should  bear  the  same 
proportion  to  those  fixed  upon  by  the  committee,  whatever 
might  be  their  variations.  For  instance,  when  wheat  was 
worth  12s.,  rie  9s.,  and  Indian  com  6s.  per  bushel,  then 
the  "'  sum  paid  Mr.  Williams  should  be  three  times  as  great 
as  the  sum  fixed  upon  in  the  above  vote.''  Xothing  in 
these  votes  was  to  prevent  the  salary  from  being  paid  in 
gold  or  silver,  A  sufficient  amount  of  fire-wood  was  also 
to  be  provided. 

Ordination  Serricea.  To  this  propositiou  Mr.  Williams  gave  his 
written  approval,  signed  upon  the  records. 
The  ordination  took  place  on  the  4:'-  of  June.  The  council 
was  composed  of  Rev.  Eliphalet  Williams  of  Hartford, 
father  of  the  candidate.  Rev.  Richard  Salter  of  Murray- 
field,  Rev.  Timothy  Kine  of  Goshen,  Rev.  Jonathan  Judd 
of  Southampton,  Rev.  Sjolomon  Hopkins  of  Hadley,  and 
Rev.  Joseph  Lyman  of  Hatfield.     It  passed  oQ  with  the 
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usual  ceremonies,  sacred  and  profane.  It  is  not  known 
whether  the  customary  ball  occurred,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
about  the  ordination  dinner. 


The  Ordination        The  Committee  on  the  ordination  was  com- 
^^^^0^-  posed  of   Ezra  Clark,   Aaron  Cook,   Jona- 

than Hunt,  and  Josiah  Clark  Jr.  They 
provided  a  plentiful  banquet,  as  the  following  bill  of  par- 
ticulars, allowed  and  paid  by  the  town,  abundantly 
proves  :  — 

£    s  d. 

"To  162^ft.of  Beef  at  Is.  4d.,  Capt.  Cook      .            .  1.  2.4 

13ft  of  Beef  at  Is.  4d.,  Capt.  Joseph  Lyman  .      0.17.4 

5ft  beef  at  Is.  4d.  per  pound,  Solomon  Clark      .  0.  6.8 

10ft  beef  at  Is.  4d.  per  pound,  Elisha  Cook  .  .      0.13.4 

7i^ft  pork  at  Is.  4d.  per  pound,  Joseph  Root      .  0.10.0 

4ft  of  butter  at  3s.  per  pound,  Aaron  Cook  .      0.12.0 

To  half  a  bushel  of  Wheat,  W™  Clark           .            .  0.12.0 

A  peck  of  Wheat,  Joseph  Clark        .            .  .      0.  6.0 
}.^  barrel  of  Cyder  at  72s.  per  barrel,  Mrs.  Hooker       1.16.0 

4ft  pork  at  3s.  per  pound,  Mrs.  Hooker    .            .  0.12.0 

8i^ft  Veal  at  Is.  4d.  per  ft,  Mrs.  Hooker       .  .      0.11.4 

18ft  pork  at  Is.  4d.  per  ft,  Mrs.  Hooker    .            .  1.  4.0 

Mrs.  Hooker  for  trouble  in  addition  to  articles  .      1.  4.0 

Mrs.  Wright  and  Mrs.  Hunt  3  days  at  6s.           .  1.16.0 

Elisha  Cook  1^4.  days  at  9s.  per  day  .            .  .0.13.6 

Lt.  (Steams)  1  day  at  6s.  per  day              .            .  0.  6.0 

Simeon  Birge  1^  days  at  6  s.  .            .            .  .      0.  9.0 

Oliver  Strong's  wife  1  day  at  6s.   .            .            .  0. 

Dan.  Kenfields  wife  one  day  .            .            .  .0. 

Noah  Kenfields  wife  one  day        ...  0. 

Steven  Coats  wife  one  day      .            .            .  .0. 

6ft  rice  at  Is.  6d.  per  pound  supposed  Mrs.  H.  per  C. 

Strong  0.  9.0 

12ft  Suet  to  Capt.  Joseph  Lyman  at  2s.  6d.         .  1.10.0 
a  Jirney  to  Hatfield  to  procure  Mr.  Lyman 

18ft  of  Veal  at  Is.  4d.  per  pound,  Nat  Day  .  .       1.  3.4 

S^^ft  of  Veal  at  Is.  4d.  per  pound,  Elisha  Lyman  0.  7.8 
Keeping  a  horse  5  dayes 

do           do    6  dayes,  Jonathan  Hunt    .  .      1.13.0 

£19.12.6" 


6.0 
4.0 
4.0 
4.0 


Supplying  the  Wood- 
pile. 


In  the  matter  of  furnishing  wood  to  the 
new  pastor,  the  selectmen  were  directed 
' '  to  appoint  a  day  at  a  suitable  season,  and 
give  public  notice  that  those  persons  who  are  so  disposed 
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might  carry  a  load  of  wood  to  Mrs.  Hooker's  house,  which 
shall  be  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Williams  and  Mrs.  Hooker's 
family."  From  this  it  appears  that  the  new  minister  made 
his  home  with  Mrs.  Hooker.  The  following  year  he  mar- 
ried Mary  Hooker,  and  they  occupied  the  house  during  his 
entire  pastorate. 

Settlers  for  South-     Elijah   Pomeroy,    Caleb  Pomeroy,  Widow 
ampton.  Experience    Bartlett,    and   Moses   Bartlett, 

petitioned  to  be  set  off  to  Southampton 
about  this  time.  The  committee  to  whom  the  matter  was 
referred  reported  against  the  change,  but  the  town  refused 
to  accept  the  report,  and  voted  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners. 

Titus  King  desires  to  The  vctcrau  schoolmaster,  Titus  King, 
Build  a  House.  petitioned  for  "liberty  to  build  a  House 
upon  the  Town  Land  between  the  rear  of 
Asa  Wright's  Home  lot  and  the  burying  yard  fence."  A 
committee  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  request,  but 
the  town  refused. 

Various  Appropria-     The  usual  allowauces  were  made  for  school- 
*^°°^-  ing  at  Clapp's  Farms,  Easthampton,  and 

for  highways  in  Westhampton,  previous  to 
its  incorporation.  The  bounty  for  wolves  was  raised  to 
£16.  A  committee  had  been  appointed  in  previous  years  in 
accordance  with  an  act  of  the  General  Court,  to  provide 
for  the  families  of  Continental  soldiers,  and  this  year  the 
sum  of  £588  was  expended  for  that  purpose.  In  Novem- 
ber, the  town  voted  that  the  prices  for  labor  and  materials 
should  be  six  times  higher  than  usual.  Continental  money 
at  this  time  was  at  the  rate  of  six  to  one. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 


REVOLUTION— CONSTITUTIOXAL   CONVENTION. 

More  Soldiers       The  fii'st  Call  for  men  in  1779  was  in  June, 
Wanted.  when  2000  were  ordered  to  fill  np  the   fif- 

teen battalions  of  Continentals  required  of 
this  State.  They  were  to  be  mustered  at  Springfield.  Of 
these,  fifteen  hundred  men  were  to  reinforce  the  Continen- 
tal army  and  were  to  serve  nine  months,  and  five  hundred 
were  to  be  enlisted  for  six  months,  and  sent  to  Rhode 
Island.  Northampton  was  required  to  furnish  ten  men. 
A  town-meeting  was  held  on  the  25"'  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  these  soldiers.  As  a  preliminary  it  was  voted  ''to 
indemnify  militia  officers  from  any  fines  or  Penalties  which 
they  may  incur  in  consequence  of  their  pursuing  the  ad- 
vice of  the  town  in  raising  the  men  now  called  for."  It 
was  then  decided 

' '  That  every  able  bodyed  man  that  shall  engage  to  serve  in  the  conti- 
nental army  for  the  Term  of  nine  months,  shall  have  paid  to  him  by 
the  Town  according  to  the  rate  of  eighteen  pounds  for  nine  months  for 
the  term  he  shall  actually  serve,  in  wheat  at  4s.  jDer  bushel,  Rie  at  3s. 
per  bushel,  or  Indian  Corn  at  2s.  per  bushel  at  the  expiration  of  the  sd 
Term,  on  s'd  soldiers  producing  a  Certificate  of  their  service  as  afores'd 
&  enabling  &  empowering  the  Town  to  receive  the  State  Bounty.  Also 
£60  Bounty  shall  be  paid  to  them  on  their  Passing  muster  and  the  2s. 
per  mile  for  mileage  shall  be  paid  to  them  before  they  march  by  the 
selectmen.    The  sd  soldiers  to  have  their  continental  monthly  pay." 

To  the  six  months'  men  who  were  enlisted  for  Rhode 
Island  £12  were  voted  in  produce  at  the  above  named 
prices,  with  a  bounty  of  £30  and  the  same  mileage. 

Major  Hawiey  Ad-    When  tliis  requisition  came,  all  the  militia 

dresses  the  Militia,    companies  ill  towii  were  paraded  near  the 

meeting-house.     Major  Hawiey  addressed 

them,  and  it  may  have  been  on  this  occasion  that  he  told 

422 
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them  that  they  would  all  be  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers 
of  water  to  British  Lords  and  Bishops,  if  the  great  cause 
did  not  succeed.  After  the  men  were  dismissed  he  invited 
them  "to  take  moderate  refreshment  but  not  to  excess."* 
This  occurred  on  the  1-i"'  of  July.  The  men  were  mus- 
tered in  at  Springfield  with  many  others.  They  marched 
to  Hartford  then  to  Litchfield  and  thence  to  West  Point, 
where  they  were  distributed  among  the  various  Continen- 
tal regiments.  Here  they  remained  four  months,  and  were 
then  ordered  to  Fishkill,  remaining  there  in  barracks  dur- 
ing the  winter,  and  until  their  discharge  in  April.  They 
were  obliged  to  draw  wood  by  hand  for  several  miles,  fif- 
teen or  twenty  men  being  attached  to  a  sled. 

The  British  Raid       In   July,    Gcu.    Carlctou  sent  Gov.   Trj^on 
Connecticut.  with  a  force  of  two  thousand  six  hundred 

men  to  raid  the  towns  in  Connecticut.  Af- 
ter laying  waste  New  Haven,  Fairfield,  Norwalk  and  other 
places,  he  was  suddenly  recalled.  New  London  was 
seriously  threatened,  and  in  order  to  protect  that  and  other 
greatly  menaced  points,  a  levy  of  soldiers  was  made  in 
Western  Massachusetts.  Thirty-one  men^  from  North- 
ampton marched  for  that  place,  about  the  24"'  of  July. 
They  were  paid  for  forty-two  days'  service  at  the  rate  of  £4 
per  day.  The  company  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Joseph 
Cook,  1^*  Lieut.  James  Shepherd,  2*^  Lieut.  Jonathan 
Stearns.  It  was  called  the  New  London  expedition.  The 
soldiers  saw  no  fighting. 

The  "ciaverack  A  requisition  for  two  thousand  men  to  co- 
Tour."  operate  with  "  our  French  allies,"  was  made 
in  October  for  three  months'  service.  The 
town  voted  them  40s.  a  month  in  grain  at  the  prices  hereto- 
fore quoted,  and  the  standard  sum  for  mileage.  They  were 
also  to  receive  Continental  pay,  and  £16  per  month  from 
the  state.  Capt.  Cook  reported  for  the  militia  officers  (who 
had  been  empowered  to  give  their  obligations  to  the  men  on 

1  It  is  reported  that  when  orders  came  for  raising  men,  Major  Hawley  would  ap- 
pear with  a  short  sword  and  address  the  soldiers  in  a  most  animating  manner.  On 
one  occasion,  when  no  one  else  turned  out,  he  marched  through  the  streets  escorted 
by  the  drummer  ;  others  soon  joined  him  and  the  procession  rapidly  increased.  He 
engaged  a  substitute  to  serve  in  his  place  in  the  Continental  army. 

2  See  Appendix  for  names. 
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behalf  of  the  town)  that  these  had  been  obliged  to  pay  each 
man  $30,  over  and  above  the  sum  that  the  town  had  voted 
to  give  them,  and  had  also  been  obliged  to  expend  considera- 
ble money  for  liquors,  but  the  town  refused  to  pay  these 
expenses.  Nineteen  men^  were  enlisted  under  this  call. 
They  went  to  Springfield  then  to  Great  Barrington,  where 
they  waited  some  time  for  orders.  Thence  they  marched 
to  Claverack  (Hudson),  where  there  was  another  tedious 
delay.  Finally  they  were  sent  to  Albany,  where  they  re- 
mained till  their  term  of  service  expired.  They  enlisted 
for  three  months,  went  away  early  in  October,  and  returned 
the  latter  part  of  December.  Joseph  Clapp,  who  lived  in 
what  is  now  Easthampton,  was  Captain  ;  Timothy  Lyman 
of  Goshen,  Lieut.  ;  Dea.  Sanderson  of  Whately,  Ens.  ;  and 
Elijah  Wright  of  Easthampton  and  Nathan  Strong  of 
Northampton,  Sergeants.  This  expedition  is  called  the 
"  Claverack  Tour,"  in  the  town  documents. 

Results  in  1T79.  The  fifth  year  of  the  war  has  been  styled 
with  truth  a  year  of  disasters.  It  was  the 
gloomiest  thus  far  during  the  conflict.  No  decisive  engage- 
ments occurred  at  the  north,  yet  the  success  of  the  enemy 
in  marauding  along  the  sea-coast,  the  capture  of  Verplank 
and  Stony  Point,  though  the  latter  was  gallantly  recap- 
tured only  to  be  dismantled,  were  among  the  most  disheart- 
ening influences.  Money  was  steadily  depreciating  and  the 
loan  from  France  was  but  a  drop  in  the  bucket.  Expedi- 
tions to  the  frontiers  against  the  Indians  and  the  English 
settlements  along  the  Ohio  and  in  the  Genesee  valleys, 
though  successful,  had  little  influence  upon  the  general 
result.  The  most  important  theater  of  warfare  was  at  the 
South,  where  the  British  overran  Georgia  and  the  Caroli- 
nas,  carrying  everything  before  them.  The  French  fleet 
under  D'  Estang  failed  not  only  in  the  combined  attack 
upon  Savannah,  but  also  in  the  anticipated  attempt  upon 
New  York,  which  was  at  one  time  the  only  northern  port 
in  possession  of  the  enemy.  Gen.  Washington  went  into 
winter  quarters  at  Morristown,  and  despondency  and  de- 
spair settled  down  upon  the  patriot  cause.  The  first  enthu- 
siasm of  the  people,  dampened  by  the  constant  efforts  re- 

1    For  list  of  names  see  Appendix. 
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quired  to  recruit  the  armies  and  pay  expenses,  now  increas- 
ing at  an  enormous  rate,  was  gradually  fading  out.  Under 
these  adverse  circumstances  the  glorious  cause  of  Independ- 
ence was  put  to  a  severe  test,  the  most  exacting  of  any 
during  the  struggle.  Emboldened  by  the  difficulties  which 
were  accumulating  about  their  opponents,  the  tories  became 
active  and  insistent  everywhere.  They  obstructed  as  much 
as  they  were  able  the  action  of  the  towns  in  meeting  the 
requirements  of  the  government,  and  in  many  cases  they 
met  with  altogether  too  much  success.  This  town  under 
the  influence  of  Major  Hawley,  Caleb  Strong,  Robert 
Breck,  and  other  equally  patriotic  statesmen,  had  never 
a  strong  tory  element.  Whatever  the  obstructionists  may 
have  attempted,  failed  to  impede  the  efforts  of  the  patriots, 
,  and  every  obligation  imposed  hj  the  exigencies  of  the 
times  was  fully  met  and  discharged. 

Various  Matters.  Major  Hawley,  in  1779,  was  excused  from 
serving  on  the  board  of  selectmen,  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health.  He  had  been  a  member  of  that  body 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  acting  for  sixteen  years  as  its 
chairman,  and  his  declination  was  accepted  with  great 
reluctance.  The  next  year,  however,  he  resumed  his  ac- 
customed position  on  the  board,  retaining  it  several  years 
longer.  The  town  refused  to  pay  Ezra  Clark  £30  which  he 
advanced  to  Jonathan  Pomeroy  to  engage  him  to  enlist  in 
the  Continental  army ;  voted  not  to  supply  the  family  of 
Joseph  Phelps,  a  Continental  soldier,  with  provisions ;  re- 
fused to  take  up  more  seats  in  the  meeting-house  to  make 
pews,  but  voted  rather  to  repair  the  roof  of  the  edifice,  as 
well  as  the  floor  and  ground  sills  of  the  belfry  ;  decided  to 
allow  48s.  (S8)  per  pair  for  each  pair  of  shoes  that  had  been 
provided  for  the  army ;  again  appointed  a  committee 
to  prevent  ''monopoly  and  forestalling";  and  offered  a 
bounty  of  £30  for  every  wolf's  head  presented. 

The  Constitutional    The  people  having  rejected  the  constitution 

Convention.  prepared  by  the   Legislature,    and  at  the 

same  time  manifested  by  a  decided  majority 

a  desire  that  a  convention  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 

new  system  of  government  should  be  assembled,  the  Legis- 
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lature  submitted  the  question  of  calling  sucli  a  convention 
to  the  towns.  It  came  up  at  the  May  meeting  in  this  form  : 
"Whether  the  Town  will  impower  their  Representatives 
for  the  next  year  to  vote  for  the  Calling  of  a  State  Conven- 
tion," if  a  majority  of  the  people  should  so  decide.  This 
was  a  matter  of  no  slight  importance,  and  elicited  not  a 
little  discussion.  The  debate  upon  it  was  continued 
throughout  an  entire  day,  when  the  final  vote  stood  sixty 
in  the  affirmative  to  ten  in  the  negative  ;  a  small  meeting 
compared  with  that  at  which  the  question  of  calling  a  new 
minister  was  decided.  The  vote  instructed  the  representa- 
tives to  favor  the  calling  of  such  a  convention,  "provided 
it  shall  appear  to  them  on  examination  that  a  major  part 
of  the  people  present  &  Voting  at  the  meetings  called  in 
the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  afores'd  shall  have 
answered  the  first  Question  in  the  affirmative."  The  first 
question  evidently  was  whether  "a  new  constitution  and 
form  of  Government  should  be  made,"  at  this  time. 

The  Convention        The  result  was  that  the  majority  of   the 
'^oted.  towns    favored    the    proposition,    though 

nearly  one  third  of  them  neglected  to  make 
any  return.  The  General  Court  issued  precepts  for  the 
choice  of  delegates,  and  a  meeting  was  held  on  the  9*''  of 
August,  to  elect  them.  Each  town  was  authorized  to  send 
one  or  more  delegates,  "but  the  meeting  being  thin  the 
town  voted  to  suspend  further  action  until  the  people 
should  be  more  generally  collected."  When  the  seats  were 
better  filled,  the  decision  was  reached  to  send  two  delegates, 
and  Mr.  Ephraim  Wright  and  Caleb  Strong  Esq.  were 
chosen. 

Its  First  Session.  The  couventiou  assembled  at  Cambridge, 
Sept.  V\  A  committee  was  chosen  to  draft 
a  constitution,  and  after  a  session  of  about  a  week  the  con- 
vention adjourned  till  October.  When  it  reconvened,  the 
committee  was  not  ready  to  report,  and  after  two  weeks  a 
further  adjournment  was  had  till  January  of  the  succeed- 
ing year.  Both  of  the  Northampton  delegates  were  present 
at  the  September  session.  Caleb  Strong  received  £106.10.8 
and  Mr.  Wright  £139.13  from  the  town  for  their  expenses. 
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The  Second  and  At  tliG  Jauuary  sessioii  a  constitution  was 
Third  Sessions.  prepared,  which  together  with  an  address 
to  the  people,  was  printed  and  circulated 
throughout  the  state.  In  March  the  convention  once  more 
adjourned  till  June,  when  it  again  assembled  to  canvass  the 
verdict  of  the  people  upon  its  work.  This  session  lasted 
about  nine  days  when  the  convention  dissolved,  having 
made  certain  amendments  demanded  by  the  people,  and 
having  submitted  the  new  constitution  to  the  Legislature. 
Hon.  Caleb  Strong  took  an  important  part  in  the  conven- 
tion. He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  to  draft  the  con- 
stitution and  declaration  of  rights,  and  he  was  prominent 
in  the  discussion  of  the  many  questions  under  debate. 

Expenses  of  the        For  the  session  in  January,  each  delegate 
Delegates.  presented  an  itemized  bill  of  expenditures, 

which  was  allowed  and  paid  by  the  town 
treasurer.  In  both  there  were  charges  for  lodging,  horse 
keeping,  shaving,  etc.,  especially  the  latter  item,  which 
was  generally  appended  to  the  item  for  lodging.  The 
town  voted  to  pay  'the  delegates  48s.  ($8)  per  day  for 
attendance.  Mr.  Strong  charged  that  amount  for  eighty- 
two  days'  attendance,  and  Mr.  Wright  the  same  for  fifty- 
one  days'  services.  The  aggregate  bill  presented  by  the 
former  was  £354.7,  while  that  of  Mr.  Wright  amounted  to 
£311.17.1 

In  June,  Mr.  Wright  received  an  order  on  the  town 
treasurer  for  ' '  four  hundred  eighty  pounds  currency  to 
enable  him  to  attend  the  approaching  convention  for  mak- 
ing a  constitutional  government."  On  the  back  of  this 
document  is  the  endorsement,  "Mr.  Wright  returned 
£2.16." 

The  Constitution      At  the  April  meeting  "  The  Town  then  took 
comes  before  the     juto  Consideration  the  Plan  of  the  Consti- 

Town 

tution  and  Form  of  Government  sent  out 
by  the  Convention  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  after 
hearing  the  same  distinctly  read  chose  a  committee  of  seven 
Carefully  and  Maturely  to  Consider  the  s'd  Plan  &  to  re- 
port to  the  Town  at  this  meeting  what  they  Judge  proper 

1    For  copy  of  Mr.  Wright's  account  see  Appendix. 
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for  tlie  Town  to  act  thereon,"  This  committee  was  com.- 
posed  of  "Joseph  Hawley  Esq.,  M^  Timothy  Dwight,  Rob- 
ert Breck  Esq.,  M^  Benjamin  Sheldon,  Dea.  Josiah  Clark, 
Capt"  Joseph  Cook,  &  M''.  Stephen  Baker."  The  meeting 
then  adjourned  to  the  lirst  Monday  in  May. 

Mr.  Hawley  Criti-      Tliis  Committee  at  once  took  the  matter  into 
cises  the  New     consideration,  and  Mr.  Hawley  drew  up  a 

Constitution.  .  „         ...    .  t  ,      , 

series  of  criticisms  upon  and  suggested  va- 
rious amendments  to  the  new  constitution,  which  were  ap- 
proved by  the  committee,  reported  to  the  town,  and 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  seventy-nine  in  favor  to  six  in  oppo- 
sition. This  report  covered  twenty  pages  of  manuscript.  ^ 
Eighteen  propositions  to  change  the  document  were  offered 
by  the  committee,  and  apparently  they  were  voted  upon  by 
the  town  as  a  whole,  and  not  by  paragraphs.  It  is  not  now 
of  sufficient  importance  to  recapitulate  these  amendments. 
Many  of  them  were  not  of  great  value,  and  none  seem  to 
have  had  any  effect  upon  the  convention.  They  were 
couched  in  Mr.  Hawley's  plain,  argumentative  and  effective 
style,  and  met  the  aj)probation  of  his  townsmen.  The 
strongest  appeal  was  in  favor  of  admitting  .poll-tax  payers 
to  vote  for  members  of  the  Legislature  without  property 
qualifications.  The  new  constitution  ]3i"ovided  that  "every 
male  person  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards,  resident 
in  such  towns  one  year  next  preceding  the  annual  election 
having  a  freehold  estate  within  the  commonwealth  of  the 
annual  income  of  three  pounds  or  other  real  or  personal 
estate  to  the  value  of  £60,  shall  have  the  right  to  vote,''  for 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 
To  this  Mr.  Hawley  proposed  the  following  addition  :  — 
"  and  also  every  ratable  poll,  being  21  years  of  age  and 
who  shall  have  been  a  resident  of  the  commonwealth  for 
the  space  of  three  years  next  preceding,  and  who  shall  be 
willing  to  take  such  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Common- 
wealth as  the  Law  for  the  time  being  shall  prescribe." 
This  proposition  he  maintained  by  an  elaborate  argument. 
Having  listened  to  the  reading  of  this  report,  and  after  due 
consideration  of  it,  the  town  directed  Major  Hawley,  Mr. 

1  This  document  in  Major  Hawley's  handwriting  may  be  found  at  the  Lenox 
Library,  N.  Y.,  where  it  forms  part  of  the  Bancroft  Collection,  and  from  it  the  fore- 
going facts  were  derived. 
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Caleb  Strong  and  Doctor  Shephard  "  to  take  the  several 
amendments  as  voted  by  the  Town  into  a  new  draught 
together  with  the  reasons  for  the  same  &  report"  at  the 
adjourned  meeting  which  was  held  on  the  22''  of  May.  At 
that  time  the  committee  chosen  to  make  the  "  new 
draught ''  reported  that  they  had  placed  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  a  subcommittee  with  instructions  to  report  such 
a  document,  but  not  being  satisfied  with  it  had  "  agreed  not 
to  report  it  to  the  town  ; "  whereupon  Major  Hawley  moved 
that  the  report  of  the  subcommittee  should  be  submitted 
to  the  meeting.  This  report  was  then  read  and  "largely 
debated,"  an  entire  day  being  devoted  to  its  consideration. 
No  copy  of  this  report  survives,  and  it  is  not  known 
whether  or  not  it  embodied  all  the  changes  suggested  by 
Mr.  Hawley.  There  seems  to  have  been  no  further  action 
upon  this  report  as  a  whole,  but  the  town  voted  that  the 
reasons  offered  by  the  committee  "respecting  the  Quallifi- 
cations  of  voters  for  Representatives,"  and  for  a  Gov- 
ernor, should  be  sent  "to  the  Convention  for  framing  the 
Constitution."  "  The  Question  was  then  put  in  the  words 
of  the  second  resolve  of  the  Convention  and  it  Passed  in 
the  affirmative,  and  upon  a  Division  it  appeared  that  57 
votes  were  for  it  and  29  against  it."  This  resolve  recom- 
mended to  the  several  towns  that  they  should  empower 
"their  delegates  at  the  next  session  of  the  convention  to 
agree  upon  a  time  when  the  form  of  government  should 
take  place  without  returning  the  same  again  to  the  people, 
provided  that  two  thirds  of  the  votes  in  the  state  had 
agreed  to  the  same,  or  the  convention  had  made  it  conform 
to  the  sentiments  of  two  thirds  of  the  people.  When  the 
convention  resumed  its  sittings  in  June,  it  was  found  that 
the  voters  had  accepted  the  constitution  as  it  stood  in 
printed  form,  submitted  to  their  revision  by  the  resolves  of 
March  2^ 

Laws  against  Monop-    Throughout  the  War,  particularly  in  its 
oiy  and  Oppression,     gj-gt  years,  there  was  much  complaint  of 
extravagance,    and   luxury,   and   dissipa- 
tion.   Much  sham  patriotism,  great  irreligion  and  profane- 
ness  were  said  to  exist,  and  a  spirit  of  monopoly  and  extor- 
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tion  prevailed.  The  General  Court  endeavored  to  stem  tlie 
evil  tide  by  sumptuary  legislation,  and  an  act  was  passed 
in  January  1777,  "  to  prevent  monopoly  and  opi3ression.'' 
This  law  was  recognized  by  the  town  and  measures  taken 
to  carry  out  its  provisions.  Very  slight  results,  if  any, 
followed  the  promulgation  of  this  enactment,  and  two 
years  afterwards  another  law  was  passed  against  "  monop- 
oly and  forestalling,"  or  the  repeated  purchase  and  sale  of 
the  same  goods.  "  Severe  distress  was  experienced,  from 
the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  the  exorbitant  price  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  the  distrust  of  public  credit."  ^ 
In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  Congress,  at- 
tempts were  made  to  regulate  prices  and  devise  means  for 
the  relief  of  the  people,  through  conventions.  The  first 
of  these  meetings  was  held  at  Concord,  July  14,  1779,  by 
invitation  of  the  Committee  of  Corresi)ondence  of  Boston. 
A  list  of  prices  based  on  a  moderate  appraisal  of  the  arti- 
cles of  produce  and  merchandise  to  take  effect  in  August, 
was  adopted,  and  an  address  earnestly  recommending 
"loans  to  government,  provision  for  the  support  of  the 
clergy,  and  attention  to  schools,  as  the  means  of  good  edu- 
cation" ^  prepared.  It  was  also  proposed  to  hold  another 
convention  at  the  same  place  in  October.  These  documents 
were  forwarded  to  all  the  towns  in  the  state.  It  was  in 
reference  to  these  proceedings  that  the  following  action 
was  taken  by  the  town. 

The  Town  Declines  to  An  article  inserted  in  the  warrant  for  a 
Join  the  c  r  u  s  a  d  8  meeting  held  in  August,  proposed  for  con- 
against    rices.  sidcratiou  "  the  Resolves  &  address  of  the 

late  Convention  at  Concord,  Touching  the  regulation  of 
Prices  and  act  thereon  as  the  Town  shall  think  proper.^' 
A  "motion  was  made  to  allow  the  article  to  subside,"  but 
it  failed.  Then  it  was  decided  not  to  concur  in  the  pro- 
ceedings already  had,  not  to  send  a  delegate  to  the  proposed 
convention  in  October,  and  "not  to  take  any  measures  to 
regulate  prices." 

1    Lincoln's  History  of  Worcester,  p.  121. 
3    Ibid. 
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Few  Towns  f  r  o  m     Northampton  was  not  represented  in  the 
Hampshire  Co.      flj^-g^  Concorcl  Convention;  in  fact  only  five 

Represented    at,  .       tx  i   •         /-^  i  i     •\    ^  i 

Concord.  towns  m  Hampshire  Uounty  sent  delegates. 

Jonathan  Clark  represented  Southampton, 
and  Ebenezer  Mattoon  Jr.,  Amherst.  At  the  convention 
held  at  Concord  in  the  month  of  October,  other  recom- 
mendations concerning  prices  were  adopted,  but  little 
attention  seems  to  have  been  paid  to  them. 

Convention  4o  Regu-      The  coiivention  for  regulating  prices,  held 
late  Prices  held  at      at  Coiicord,  was  the  foreruiincr  of  a  simi- 

Northampton.  ,  .  .  ^  ^     t     •        -kt      l^  i 

lar  meeting  assembled  m  Northampton 
the  same  year.  The  Committees  of  Correspondence  of  the 
towns  of  Hadlej^,  Hatfield,  South  Hadley,  and  Amherst 
sent  circular  letters  to  the  selectmen  of  all  the  Hampshire 
County  towns,  proposing  a  convention  of  delegates  to  meet 
at  the  Court-House  in  this  town,  on  the  second  Wednesday 
(8*'')  of  September,  1779,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  Its  object  as 
stated  therein  was  "that  there  may  be  a  uniformity  of 
prices  in  the  several  towns.'"  No  records  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  convention  remain.  But  it  is  apparent  that  a 
list  of  prices  was  recommended,  upon  which  was  a  propo- 
sition to  rate  English  hay  at  $6  per  cwt.  Hadley  accepted 
the  list  agreed  upon  at  this  meeting,  but  Northampton  took 
no  notice  of  it.  It  is  doubtful  whether  or  not  this  town 
was  represented  in  the  convention. 

Requisitions  for  Men    Demands  for  soldiers  and  supplies  followed 
and  Supplies.  gach   other  with  rapidity  throughout  the 

year  1780.  On  the  o'*"  of  June,  a  call  was 
made  for  six  months'  men  to  reinforce  the  Continental 
army.  The  resolve  of  the  General  Court  ordering  this  en- 
listment provided  that  an  able-bodied  man  who  was  drafted 
and  refused  to  serve  or  to  obtain  a  substitute,  should  pay  a 
fine  of  £150.  Each  man  was  to  be  paid  6s.  per  mile  mile- 
age to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  which  was  Springfield  for 
the  west.  Each  soldier  was  to  have  a  firelock,  bayonet, 
cartouch  box,  and  a  blanket.  For  the  first  three  he  was  to  be 
paid  £5  at  the  end  of  his  term  of  service,  and  £15  for  the 
blanket.  Noah  Goodman  of  South  Hadley  was  appointed 
superintendent  of  enlistments  in  the  county.     The  quota 
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of  Northampton  was  twenty-two  men.^  On  the  13"^  the 
town  met  to  raise  the  soldiers.  A  committee  was  appointed 
composed  of  all  the  commissioned  officers  in  town,  together 
with  the  following  named  citizens,  "to  manage  the  whole 
bnsiness,"  viz.  :  Major  Hawley,  Quartus  Pomeroy,  Elijah 
Clark,  Stephen  Baker,  Capt.  Samuel  Clarke,  Messrs.  Benj. 
Sheldon,  Samuel  Judd,  Nathaniel  Edwards  and  Ithamar 
Strong.  They  were  given  nnlimited  power,  and  whatever 
they  promised  the  soldiers  the  town  agreed  to  fulfil.  The 
bounty  was  £300,  equal  to  about  £5  in  hard  money  ;  cur- 
rency then  being  60  to  1.  The  selectmen  reported  that 
$1000  each  is  "in  part  of  the  bounty  for  engaging  in  the 
Continental  service  for  six  months."  The  town  was  also 
to  pay  them  $20  each  in  depreciated  paper,  about  2s.  in 
hard  money  for  mileage  to  Springfield. 

statement  of  Ell       Ouc  of  thesc  soldicrs  was  Eli  Edwards.    He 
Edwards.  joined  the  company  in  Springfield  in  July. 

After  a  few  days  they  marched  through 
Simsbury,  Litchfield,  etc.,  to  West  Point,  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  Continental  officer.  These  men  were  distribu- 
ted in  Tupper's  and  Marshall's  regiments.  They  remained 
at  West  Point  two  or  three  weeks,  then  crossed  to  Peeks- 
kill  and  drew  arms.  Afterwards  they  recrossed  the  Hud- 
son at  King's  Ferry  and  marched  into  New  Jersey,  where 
they  were  stationed  at  different  places,  but  were  not  called 
into  action.  He  saw  Gen.  Washington  almost  every  day. 
Edwards  was  present  at  the  execution  of  Andrt^.  Large 
numbers  of  troops  were  gathered  to  witness  it,  but  no 
special  sympathy  was  excited  among  the  soldiers.  Winter 
quarters  were  established  at  West  Point,  where  they  re- 
mained till  discharged,  coming  home  a  little  before  the  six 
months  expired. 

other  Requisitions  On  the  22^*  of  Juuc  camc  two  more  requi- 
for  Reinforcements,  sitlous  for  reinforcemeuts ;  one  for  one 
quarter  as  many  men  for  six  months,  as 
were  ordered  on  the  5^^,  which  would  add  five  more  to 
Northampton's  quota,  and  another  for  twenty-six  three 
months'  men.     A  town-meeting  was  held  on  the  29"'  and 

1    For  list  of  names  see  Appendix. 
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the  same  committee  that  served  in  raising  the  six  months' 
men,  were  again  empowered  to  act,  but  not  with  unre- 
stricted powers,  A  bounty  of  £10.14  in  gold  or  silver  was 
offered  for  three  months'  service,  and  town  notes  for  that 
amount,  to  be  paid  in  hard  money  on  demand  with  inter- 
est, were  given.  Northampton  was  called  upon  to  furnish 
thirty-one  men^  in  all,  and  they  were  promptly  obtained. 
These  men  arrived  at  West  Point  about  the  time  the  six 
months'  men  started  for  New  Jersey.  The  company  con- 
sisted of-  forty-two  soldiers  from  this  town  and  Southamp- 
ton, and  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Ebenezer  Sheldon  of  the 
latter  place.  Solomon  Allen  of  Northampton  and  Jared 
Smith  were  Lieutenants,  The  regiment  was  commanded 
by  Col,  Murray  of  Hatfield,  and  Lieut. -Col,  Whitmore  of 
Sunderland.  They  marched  first  to  Claverack,  then  to 
Spencertown,  and  thence  to  West  Point,  Seven  or  eight 
men  from  Northampton  were  detailed  as  boatmen,  and  were 
employed  in  carrying  officers  up  and  down  and  across  the 
river,  David  Strong  was  one  of  these  boatmen,  and  his 
narrative,  here  reproduced,  was  written  down  at  an  inter- 
view with  him  by  the  late  Sylvester  Judd. 

David  strong's  Nar-  Soou  after  Amold  flcd  they  carried  an  offi- 
'^'^*'^^-  cer  to   Manuel's    [Robinson's]    house    and 

farm,  three  miles  below  West  Point,  where 
Arnold  lived.  He  was  not  to  be  found,  but  there  was  no 
suspicion  of  his  treachery.  They  proceeded  with  the  officer 
to  Stoney  Point,  sixteen  miles  below  West  Point,  and  could 
there  see  the  barge  which  carried  Arnold  and  the  British 
ship  in  which  he  sought  refuge.  During  the  night,  after 
their  return  to  West  Point,  there  was  great  commotion  in 
the  camp.  The  boatmen  were  informed  that  the  Indians 
were  coming,  but  soon  ascertained  that  the  confusion  was 
caused  by  the  flight  of  Arnold.  Strong  relates  that  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Coombs  of  Longmeadow  and  David  Mon- 
tague of  Hadley  were  two  of  the  boatmen  who  conveyed 
Arnold  to  the  Vulture.  He  claimed  to  have  heard  these 
men  tell  the  story,  but  does  not  giye  any  particulars.  In 
Spark's  Life  of  Benedict  Arnold  it  is  stated  that  his  boat 
or  barge  was  rowed  by  six  men  who  had  no  knowledge  of 

1    For  names  see  Appendix. 
28 
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Arnold's  intentions.  They  were  detained  as  prisoners  of 
war  on  board  the  Vulture,  but  one  of  them  was  allowed  to 
go  on  shore  and  obtain  clothing  and  other  articles  of  com- 
fort for  his  companions.  They  were  taken  to  New  York, 
and  set  at  liberty  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  ^ 

William  Clark's  Rem-     The  compauy  was  divided.     A  portion  of 
iniscences.  jt  was  attached  to  Sheldon's  regiment  of 

dragoons,  while  William  Clark,  Bel  a 
Strong,  Noah  Clapp,  John  Wells  of  Northampton,  and  Reu- 
ben Graves  of  Whately  were  stationed  at  Fishkill,  above 
West  Point.  William  Clark  stated  that  Washington  on  his 
return  from  Hartford  rode  up  to  this  place,  called  for  the 
commanding  officer,  questioned  him  about  his  men,  their 
provisions,  etc.,  called  at  the  commissary's  a  little  below, 
gave  him  orders,  and  then  rode  to  West  Point.  The  same 
day  the  men  heard  of  the  treachery  of  Arnold.  ''When 
the  soldiers,"  says  Mr.  Clark,  "saw  the  doings  at  West 
Point,  the  cannon  removed,  etc.,  they  thought  it  was  a 
strange  state  of  things,  but  had  no  suspicions  of  wrong 
doings.  After  they  were  scattered  about  here  and  there, 
they  wondered  why  they  should  be  so  placed.  An  old 
soldier  before  Arnold's  treachery  was  known,  told  Clark, 
that  something  was  wrong,  that  mischief  was  brewing,  he 
knew  not  what,  but  advised  the  soldiers  to  have  their  arms 
in  order  with  plenty  of  powder  and  ball." 

Lieut.  Solomon  Allen.  Amoug  the  soldlcrs  in  this  company  who 
were  detailed  to  join  Sheldon's  regiment 
of  Light-Horse,  was  Lieut.  Solomon  Allen  of  Northamp- 
ton, who  was  for  some  time  acting  Adjutant,  He  was  at 
North  Castle  when  Andr^  was  delivered  by  his  captors  to 
Col.    Jameson.      The  latter  immediately  penned  a  hasty 

1  Another  version  of  the  story  is  as  follows  :  —  Arnold  escaped  in  his  own  barge, 
manned  by  a  corporal,  who  was  also  coxswain,  and  eight  others.  They  were  nearly 
two  hours  in  reaching  the  Vulture.  The  crew  of  the  barge  was  on  board  the  Vulture 
when  Arnold  told  them  that  he  had  joined  the  British  army,  and  invited  them  to  do 
the  same,  making  them  the  most  liberal  promises.  Among  the  crew  were  two  men 
who  had  deserted  from  the  British  service;  these  decided  to  remain,  but  the  others 
refused  the  traitor's  tempting  offers.  They  were  allowed  to  return,  not  in  the  barge, 
but  in  a  much  inferior  boat.  The  name  of  the  corporal  is  given  as  James  Lurvey, 
who  belonged  to  a  Massachusetts  regiment  commanded  by  Rufus  Putnam,  and  is  be- 
lieved to  have  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Brookfleld. — Mass.  Historical  Collections,  Sec- 
ond Series,  vol.  4,  pp.  51,  52. 
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note  to  Gen.  Arnold,  announcing  the  capture,  and  "  saying 
that  he  sent  forward  under  Lieut.  Allen,  and  a  guard,  a 
certain  John  Anderson,  who  had  been  taken  while  going 
towards  New  York.''  In  a  short  time,  while  the  prisoner 
and  guard  were  on  their  way  to  West  Point,  owing  to  the 
earnest  entreaty  of  Major  Talmadge,  who  was  not  present 
when  Andr^  was  sent  off,  the  order  to  Allen  was  counter- 
manded, and  he  returned  to  North  Castle.  He  was  then 
ordered  to  proceed  with  his  dispatches.  While  Arnold  was 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Washington,  who  had  unex- 
pectedly invited  himself  to  breakfast  with  the  commander 
at  West  Point,  Lieut.  Allen  arrived  with  Col.  Jameson's 
letter.  It  contained  the  first  intelligence  Arnold  had  re- 
ceived of  the  capture  of  Andr^,  and  he  immediately  made 
his  escape  on  board  the  Vulture.^  And  here  comes  in  the 
story  of  the  boatman  as  related  by  David  Strong. 

Further  Reminis-      Elisha  Edwards  and  Aaron  Bates,  both  of 
eences.  Southampton,    members   of   the   company, 

testify  that  a  portion,  if  not  the  whole  of  it, 
was  attached  to  Col.  Sheldon's  regiment  of  dragoons,  then 
commanded  by  Lieut. -Col.  Jameson.  Bates  remembered 
well  the  capture  of  Andr^.  He  was  standing  as  sentinel 
at  the  door  of  Jameson's  tent,  when  the  prisoner  appeared. 
He  also  said  that  Lieut.  Solomon  Allen  was  dispatched  to 
Arnold  with  the  report  of  Andre's  capture. 

Another  Call  for       In  December  there  was  another  call  for  men 
Continentals.  Iq  scrvc  for  three  years  or  during  the  war, 

and  Northampton  was  required  to  furnish 
twenty-one  men.  On  the  18''^,  a  committee  of  nine  persons 
was  appointed  to  determine  the  best  method  of  obtaining 
the  men.  They  did  not  report  till  the  following  January, 
and  probably  no  more  soldiers  from  this  town  went  into 
the  army  during  that  year. 

Sixth  Year  of  the      At  the  closc  of  the  sixtli  year  of  the  war, 

^^^-  the  outlook  continued   dark  and  gloomy. 

Nothing  had  been  lost  by  the  enemy  at  the 

north,  and  they  had  gained  much  at  the  south.    In  Georgia 

1    Spark's  Life  of  Arnold,  p.  241. 
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the  armies  of  tlie  republic  had  been  defeated,  and  scattered, 
and  the  state  was  believed  to  have  been  securely  conquered. 
Yet  as  the  year  closed  there  was  a  flash  of  encouragement 
from  King's  Mountain,  but  not  enough  was  gained  to  com- 
pensate for  other  losses.  Elsewhere,  however,  the  patriots 
held  their  own.  It  is  unnecessary  to  follow  the  opera- 
tions in  that  section,  as  no  troops  from  New  England  par- 
ticipated in  them.  While  no  engagements  of  importance 
occurred  with  the  army  under  the  immediate  command  of 
Washington,  a  campaign  of  manoeuvers  was  carried  on  in 
which  the  American  army  was  not  outgeneraled.  The 
British  kept  up  the  system  of  desultory  warfare,  killing, 
burning  and  destroying  wherever  their  expeditions  could 
reach.  The  treason  of  Arnold,  so  nearly  successful,  was 
the  most  severe  blow  that  had  fallen  upon  the  patriot  cause. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  recapitulate  the  familiar  incidents  of 
that  extraordinary  episode.  The  reminiscences  of  the 
Northampton  soldiers  during  that  period,  having  special 
local  interest  have  already  been  related.  A  French  fleet, 
sent  over  to  aid  the  cause  of  liberty,  accomplished  very  lit- 
tle. Well  nigh  hopeless  bankruptcy  stared  the  country  in 
the  face,  notwithstanding  the  foreign  loans  which  the 
agents  of  the  United  States  succeeded  in  negotiating. 
Every  state  was  largely  in  debt,  and  it  was  almost  impossi- 
ble to  obtain  soldiers.  In  Massachusetts  the  currency  had 
depreciated  till  it  stood  seventy-five  to  one  of  the  old  cur- 
rency, and  about  forty  to  one  of  the  new  ;  taxes  were  high, 
and  the  absence  of  so  many  able-bodied  men  in  the  army 
seriously  interfered  with  farming,  the  staple  industry  of 
the  country.  Mutiny  followed  swiftly  in  the  footsteps  of 
treason,  and  the  prospect,  when  Washington  placed  his 
army  in  winter  quarters,  in  1780,  was  dark  and  dismal. 

Sheldon's  Light-     For  the  better  supply  of  the  commissariat, 
Horse.  diftereut  points  were  selected  for   the  can- 

tonments of  the  army  in  the  winter  of  1780 
and  1781,  and  the  regiment  of  Light-Horse,  commanded  by 
Col.  Sheldon,  was  quartered  in  Northampton  and  Hatfield. 
No  special  reason  for  this  proceeding  appears.  The  regi- 
ment was  not  recruited  in  this  section,  though  some  com- 
panies of  infantry  from  Hampshire  County  seem  to  have 
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been  added  to  the  organization.  Its  presence  here  was  not 
agreeable  to  the  citizens,  and  in  January,  1781,  the  town 
voted  to  inquire  into  the  matter.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  present  the  case  to  the  Legislature,  "and  to 
know  the  occasion  of  their  being  quartered  here."  The 
result  seems  to  have  been  that  the  soldiers  were  removed 
before  the  winter  was  ended. 

More  Pews  in  the  Busied  mainly  with  affairs  relating  to  the 
Meetiug-House.  q]1  eugrossiug  War,  yet  the  town  found  am- 
ple time  for  the  transaction  of  routine  mu- 
nicipal business.  There  was  still  a  lack  of  seating  room  in 
the  meeting-house,  and  constant  endeavors  were  made  to 
obtain  more  pews.  While  the  town  refused  to  allow  pews 
to  be  constructed  in  place  of  the  two  rows  of  seats  or 
benches  on  the  ground  floor,  permission  was  given  to  indi- 
viduals to  build  at  their  own  expense  a  pew  in  place  of 
the  "negro  seat." 

A  Requisition  for      In   Order  to   supply  transportation  for  the 
Horses.  army  the  method  of  assessing  the  towns  di- 

rectly for  it  was  resorted  to,  and  in  July, 
Northampton  was  called  upon  to  furnish  ten  horses  and 
drivers.  To  facilitate  the  labor  of  obtaining  them  the 
board  of  selectmen  was  increased  by  the  addition  of  four 
persons,  making  nine  in  all,  and  was  authorized  to  procure 
them  on  the  best  possible  terms.  The  requirement  was 
that  the  town  should  hire  or  purchase  for  the  use  of  the 
army  till  the  last  of  November,  ten  horses  and  drivers. 
Horses  to  the  number  required  were  obtained  at  a  cost  of 
£73.5.  Town  notes  were  given  for  them,  on  which  the  in- 
terest amounted  to  £5  more. 

A  Requisition  for      lu  September  came  the  first  requisition  for 
^®®*-  beef.     Northampton  being  required  to  fur- 

nish 11,360  lbs.,  a  town-meeting  in  October 
authorized  a  committee,  consisting  of  Joel  Wright,  Capt. 
Joseph  Lyman,  and  Moses  Kingsley,  to  purchase  it  on  the 
credit  of  the  town,  to  be  paid  for  in  the  following  May. 
This  attempt,  however,  proved  unsuccessful,  the  beef  could 
not  be  obtained  on  any  such  terms.    At  another  meeting  in 
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November,  it  was  voted  to  raise  £12,000  by  taxation  for  this 
purpose,  and  tlie  committee  was  instructed  to  buy  the  beef 
of  Northampton  people,  "if  it  can  be  obtained  reason- 
ably," and  the  town  voted  that  those  who  sold  the  beef 
should  not  be  distrained  upon  for  their  last  town  rate,  until 
they  should  have  been  paid  for  the  beef.  The  purchasing 
committee  brought  in  bills  against  the  town,  in  which  they 
charged  $40  per  day  for  their  time,  and  the  same  amount 
for  the  use  of  a  horse.  But  the  town  amended  these  bills 
deducting  $10  a  day  from  the  wage  account.  Two  of  the 
three  persons  composing  the  committee  were  paid  £89.3, 
and  the  third  a  trifle  less.  Some  of  the  cattle  were  pur- 
chased in  Conway  and  cost  27s.  per  pound  in  Continental 
money. 

New  Constitution      The   uew   constitutiou,    reported   from   the 
Adopted.  First     convention  which  framed  it,  was  adopted 

Town  Vote   for-,,^-.,.  , 

State  Officers.  oy  the  Legislature,  and  measures  were  im- 
mediately taken  to  establish  the  new  form 
of  government.  In  September,  the  warrant  for  town- 
meeting  ordered  the  constable  "to  warn  and  notify  every 
male  Inhabitant  of  the  s'd  town  of  Northampton  of  21 
years  of  age  &  upwards,  having  a  Freehold  estate  of  the 
value  of  sixty  pounds,"  to  give  their  votes  for  Governor 
and  Lieutenant-Governor,  Senators  and  Councillors.  The 
first  vote  for  Governor  under  the  new  constitution  given  in 
this  town  stood  :  For  John  Hancock  46  ;  James  Bowdoin, 
32.  For  Lieut. -Governor,  James  Bowdoin  40  ;  John  Han- 
cock 15.  For  Councillors,  Joseph  Hawley  45  ;  Caleb  Strong 
53  ;  Samuel  Mather  49  ;  Timothy  Danielson  31  ;  Timothy 
Robinson  12  ;  Capt.  Jonathan  Judd  8  ;  John  Bliss  7  ;  Jona- 
than Hastings  5  ;  Major  Selah  Barnard  3  ;  Moses  Bliss  2  ; 
Ephraim  Wright  2  ;  Elijah  Hunt  and  Justin  Ely  1  each. 

Result  of  the  Election  "I  John  Haucock  was  clioscu  Govemor, 
:  and  Choice  of  Rep-  Jamcs  Bowdoiu  Lieut.-Governor,  and  Ca- 
leb Strong  and  Timothy  Danielson,  Coun- 
cillors. On  the  13'"'  of  October  a  meeting  was  held  for  the 
choice  of  Representatives,  and  Ephraim  Wright  and  Quar- 
tus  Pomeroy  were  elected. 
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Accidental  Death  of     A   most  sad  and  distressing  accident  oc- 
Major  Jonathaa     curred  earlv  in  1780.     On  the  forenoon  of 

Allen 

January  7"',  Seth  Lyman  Sr.  started  on  a 
deer  hunt  in  company  with  Major  Jonathan  Allen.  They 
went  up  Lyman's  Lane  (Park  Street)  to  Cow  Lane  (Pros- 
pect Street),  and  on  to  Elm  Street,  where  they  met  John 
King  and  Daniel  Pomeroy.  The  four  went  on  together, 
all  on  horseback,  Avith  snow-shoes  fastened  to  their  saddles. 
The  snow  was  about  three  feet  deep  on  a  level,  had  been 
falling  and  drifting  for  some  days,  and  the  air  was  full  of 
flying  particles.  It  was  considered  a  very  favorable  time 
for  hunting  as  the  snow  would  not  bear  up  a  deer,  but 
would  sustain  a  man  on  snow-shoes.  Broad  Brook  swamp 
was  considered  excellent  hunting-ground,  deer  being  plenty 
in  that  vicinity.  The  four  men  entered  the  swamp  below 
the  Horse  Mountain  road,  and  while  hunting  there  some 
time  in  the  afternoon,  Major  Allen  was  accidentally  shot 
by  Seth  Lyman,  who  in  the  snowy  atmosphere  mistook  him 
for  a  deer.  Word  was  immediately  sent  to  the  village. 
The  news  produced  a  great  sensation,  and  many  people  went 
In  sleighs  to  the  scene  of  the  disaster,  but  could  not  pen- 
etrate the  swamp  with  their  teams.  Major  Allen  was  car- 
ried some  distance  upon  an  improvised  litter,  and  then 
taken  to  his  home  on  a  sled.  The  accident  occurred  near  a 
spruce  tree,  on  what  was  known  as  the  Cecil  Dwight  farm, 
and  for  many  years  the  tree  stump  marked  the  place.  The 
wounded  man  died  in  the  evening,  and  was  buried  on  Mon- 
day, the  10"'.  Great  excitement  was  caused  in  town  by 
this  affair,  and  some  persons  were  inclined  to  believe  that 
Lyman  shot  him  purposely.  Seth  Lyman  was  considered 
a  man  of  malignant  disposition,  and  some  bad  feeling  had 
been  manifested  by  him  during  the  war.  He  was  offended 
by  Major  Allen's  conduct  towards  his  son,  who  came  home 
from  the  war  without  leave.  A  coroner's  inquest,  held  on 
the  8"',  attributed  no  blame  to  Seth  Lyman,  which  effect- 
ually quieted  public  opinion.  The  accused  was  brought 
before  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  in  February.  He 
plead  not  guilty,  and  was  bound  over  to  the  April  term  of 
the  Supreme  Court  for  trial,  in  the  sum  of  £10,000,  with 
Jonathan  Hunt  of  Northampton  and  Phinehas  Lyman  of 
Hadley  as  sureties.     John  King  and  Daniel  Pomeroy  were 
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recognized  in  the  sum  of  £100  each,  to  appear  as  witnesses. 
Lyman  was  tried  at  that  time  and  acquitted. 

Major  Allen.  The  deceased  was  a  most  estimable  man, 

intelligent,  ardent,  brave  and  generous.  He 
was  by  trade  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  by  reputation  an 
excellent  workman.  He  built  the  house  of  Dr.  Hunt,  and 
was  employed  in  the  erection  of  the  second  Court-House. 
Captain  of  the  company  of  minute-men,  he  led  his  com- 
mand to  the  front  when  the  war  opened.  He  was  at  work 
rebuilding  the  barn  of  Joel  Hunt,  then  recently  burned, 
when  the  bells  were  rung  and  the  guns  fired  announcing 
the  battle  of  Lexington.  With  his  men  he  dropped  every- 
thing when  the  alarm  sounded,  "they  went  over  the  fences 
like  deer,"  and  were  soon  ready  for  Boston.  Remaining  in 
the  service,  he  was  in  the  army  under  Gen.  Washington, 
was  promoted  for  honorable  service,  and  left  an  enviable 
record  for  courage  and  efficiency.  He  married  Sarah  Miller 
of  Farmington,  but  left  no  children.  He  was  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  Samuel  Allen  of  Windsor,  whose  son  Samuel 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Northampton. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

REVOLUTION— ARMY   SUPPLIES— SAMUEL   ELY. 

Continental  Soldiers    WiTH  the  Opening  of  tlie  year  1781,  there 
Required.  -^^q  pending  the  requisition  for  twenty-one 

Continental  soldiers  for  three  years.  The 
committee  having  the  matter  in  charge  reported  in  favor 
of  dividing  the  town  into  classes,  and  the  selectmen  were 
ordered  to  form  them.  This  method  was  only  partially 
successful,  and  but  seven  men^  were  obtained.  One  dis- 
trict hired  Daniel  Kentfield,  and  gave  him  £85  in  silver,  he 
to  retain  his  wages.  Ephraim  Wheaton,  an  apprentice  of 
Daniel  Wright,  enlisted  for  three  years  in  the  Continental 
service,  and  the  town  gave  him  two  notes  for  £18.6.8  each, 
payable  in  hard  money  in  one  and  two  years,  provided  he 
did  not  desert.  Another  class  hired  a  man  for  £65.6.9,  hard 
money,  and  were  obliged  to  sue  one  member  for  his  propor- 
tion, amounting  to  8s.  2d.  Still  another  requisition  for 
fourteen  three  years'  men  to  complete  the  quota  of  twenty- 
one,  called  for  in  the  preceding  December,  came  in  March. 

A  System  of  Drafting  The  repeated  demands  for  soldiers  had  long 
Soldiers  Devised.  siuce  exhausted  the  patriotism  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  voluntary  enlistments,  except  for 
short  terms,  had  almost  entirely  ceased.  A  plan  of  draft- 
ing, amounting  almost  to  conscription,  had  been  devised  by 
the  Legislature  and  adopted  February  26"",  1781,  which 
proved  generally  effective.  The  taxpayers  were  divided 
into  classes,  equal  in  number  to  the  quota  of  soldiers  re- 
quired. To  each  class  was  assigned  the  duty  of  furnishing 
one  soldier,  and  providing  his  wages  and  for  his  support. 
Each  member  was  required  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the 

1    See  Appendix  for  names. 
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whole  amount  needed  in  accordance  with  the  assessed  val- 
uation. These  accounts  were  returned  to  the  assessors,  and 
if  any  one  failed  to  pay  the  amount  it  was  included  in  his 
next  year's  tax,  and  committed  to  the  collector.  ^ 

The  Town  Adopts  the     The  towu  at  ouce  availed  itself  of   this 
new  Method.  j^ew  law,^  and  the  five  assessors  in  con- 

nection with  the  four  militia  captains, 
were  ordered  to  divide  the  polls  and  estates  into  fourteen 
classes,  each  of  which  was  to  procure  one  man.  The  cap- 
tains were  Oliver  Lyman,  Joseph  Cook,  Daniel  Pomeroy, 
and  Joseph  Clapp.  A  previous  division  into  classes  had 
been  made  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  enlistments,  ap- 
portioning the  expense  more  equally,  and  placing  the 
responsibility  more  definitely,  but  it  proved  decidedly  in- 
effectual. Men  were  greatly  averse  to  entering  the  Conti- 
nental army  for  three  years,  especially  when  the  govern- 
ment exchequer  was  so  nearly  empty,  and  it  appears  from 
subsequent  transactions  that  this  quota  was  never  filled. 
The  names  of  eight  men  only,  who  served  under  this  call, 
can  be  found.  ^ 

Another  Call  for  Three     On  the  last  day  of  Juuc  another  requisi- 
Months'  Men.  ^{qj^  fQj.  three  mouths'  men  was  made,  and 

on  the  19"'  of  July,  a  town-meeting  was 
held,  and  a  committee  of  fifteen  clothed  with  full  powers 
to  obtain  them.  The  meeting  was  protracted  by  two  ad- 
journments, till  the  25"'  of  the  month,  and  then  dissolved. 
Seventeen  men  were  required,  but  only  sixteen*  were  ob- 
tained. They  cost  about  £230  in  hard  money.  The  men 
were  paid  £150  as  wages  and  about  £80  as  bounty.  This 
company  was  commanded   by   Capt.    Ebenezer   Strong  of 

1  See  Lincoln''s  History  of  Worcester,  p.  124. 

2  Continental  money  decreased  rapidly  in  value.  In  January,  1777,  one  hundred 
dollars  of  it  was  equal  to  one  hundred  five  dollars  in  gold  or  silver;  in  December  to 
$310;  during  the  next  twelve  months  it  fell  from  $325  to  $634;  in  another  year  it  fluc- 
tuated from  $742  to  $2,393;  and  in  1780,  the  variation  was  from  $2,934  in  January  to 
$7,400  in  December.  The  above  values  were  fixed  by  act  of  the  Massachusetts  Legis- 
lature to  April,  1780.  In  1781,  a  .specie  dollar  was  equal  to  187  cents  of  the  new  issue 
of  Continental  bills,  from  February  27'h  to  May  1»';  $235  to  May  25'";  $;300  to  June 
IS"";  $400  to  October  1"';  and  these  bills  continued  to  decrease  till  they  became 
worthless. 

3  See  Appendix. 

4  See  Appendix. 


nsi]         REVOLUTION— ARMY   SUPPLIES— SAMUEL  ELY.  443 

Northampton,  with  Asa  Ludden  of  Williamsburg  and  Rich- 
ard Sylvester  of  Chesterfield  as  Lieutenants.  It  was  com- 
posed of  men  from  Northampton,  Southampton,  and  West- 
hampton,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Westhampton.  The 
company  marched  to  Pittsfield  in  August,  then  to  Albany, 
where  they  remained  two  or  three  weeks,  and  thence  to 
Saratoga.  They  were  quartered  in  the  barracks  erected 
four  years  before.  Several  regiments  were  stationed  there 
to  prevent  the  British  from  sending  reinforcements  from 
Canada,  while  the  campaign  against  Cornwallis  was  in  pro- 
gress. Barnabas  Sears  of  Greenwich  was  the  Colonel  of 
the  regiment,  and  the  detachment  was  under  the  command 
of  Gen.  Stark.  When  news  came  of  the  surrender  of 
Cornwallis,  there  was  a  general  rejoicing  among  the  troops. 
The  company  was  discharged  in  November.  Amaziah 
Lucas  and  Jacob  Pomeroy,  both  of  Southampton,  were 
members  of  this  company,  and  from  them  Mr.  Judd  ob- 
tained the  above  information.  Their  principal  duty  was 
scouting,  and  they  picked  up  many  tories,  filling  the 
Albany  jails  with  them. 

The  Last  Requisition.  Gov.  Haucock  iu  September  issued  a  call 
for  a  number  of  men  equal  to  one  quarter 
of  the  train-band  companies.  The  totvn  agreed  to  pay  the 
men  £3  per  month  specie,  if  they  were  called  into  active 
service.  Few  if  any  enlisted  under  this  requisition,  and  no 
record  remains  concerning  them. 

The  Town  hires        In  August  the  towu  agreed   to  pay  nine 

Teamsters.  teamsters  for  carrying  nine  loads  of  public 

stores  from  Springfield  to  Great  Barrington, 

a  distance  of  fifty-five  miles,  at  the  rate  of  2s.  Gd.  per  mile. 

Closing  Year  of  the      With  the  cud  of  the  sixth  year  of  the  war 
'^'^'■-  came  its  closing  battles.     Though  hostili- 

ties did  not  immediately  cease  at  the  sur- 
render of  Cornwallis,  yet  that  event  was  the  beginning  of 
the  end.  But  there  was  no  relaxation  of  endeavor,  and  the 
country  had  still  another  year  of  sore  labor  and  dire  dis- 
tress before  peace  was  finally  established.  The  brilliant 
campaigns  of  Gen.  Greene  who,  though  defeated  in  two 
pitched  battles,  wrung  from  every  disaster  all  the  effects  of 
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victory,  led  gloriously  up  to  the  crowning  event  of  the  con- 
test. Nearly  the  whole  of  Georgia  and  a  great  part  of  the 
Carolinas,  were  recovered  before  the  unpropitious  southern 
climate  prohibited  further  active  campaigning.  It  was  in 
the  southern  territory  that  the  stirring  events  of  the  year 
occurred.  No  movement  of  importance  was  undertaken 
by  Washington  till  the  decisive  march  upon  Yorktown. 
While  awaiting  reinforcements  from  France,  he  was  closely 
watching  the  enemy  cooped  up  in  New  York.  Nor  was  the 
effective  strategy,  by  which  he  deceived  the  British  com- 
mander, the  least  brilliant  of  the  many  masterly  manoeu- 
vers  by  which  he  gave  liberty  to  his  country  and  his  name 
to  immortality. 

Arnold  Raids  vir-      Again  the  traitor  Arnold  made  himself  con- 
si°^*-  spicuous.     He  invaded  Virginia,  inflicting 

great  damage  in  the  destruction  of  life  and 
property.  These  wanton  and  unnecessary  atrocities  were 
followed  by  others  of  a  still  more  aggravated  character. 
The  expedition  against  New  London,  resulting  in  the  mas- 
sacre at  Fort  Griswold,  was  one  of  the  most  atrocious  inci- 
dents of  the  war.  It  was  the  one  notable  event  at  the 
north  during  that  year.  Designed  to  attract  the  attention 
of  Washington,  and"  possibly  delay  his  movement  south- 
ward, it  completely  failed  of  its  purpose.  Entrusted  to  the 
management  of  renegades,  it  accomplished  in  cruelty  what 
it  lacked  in  effect  upon  the  progress  of  the  war. 

The  Capture  of         News  of  the  Capture  of  Cornwallis  and  his 
cornwaiiis.  army   was    received    with   great    rejoicing 

throughout  the  country.  It  was  the  gen- 
eral belief  that  the  war  was  near  its  end.  The  British, 
after  the  evacuation  of  Wilmington,  which  soon  followed, 
held  but  three  points  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  New  York, 
Charleston,  and  Savannah,  and  these  were  closely  guarded 
by  efficient  detachments  of  patriot  troops. 

Discouragement        Yet  tlic  couutry  was  in  a  worse  condition 
Prevails.  than  evcr  before.     Laboring  under  the  con- 

tinued strain  of  taxation  and  conscription, 
the  people  were  in   the   depths  of  despair.  '  Everywhere 
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debt  without  immediate  means  of  liquidation  dampened 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  country  and  well  nigh  quenched 
even  its  patriotism.  Repeated  calls  for  men  and  materials 
had  nearly  rendered  tlie  country  bankrupt.  Success,  how- 
ever, though  tardy  in  its  approach,  was  hailed  with  enthu- 
siasm ;  it  revived  the  drooping  spirits  in  every  community 
and  encouraged  the  most  desponding  to  believe  that  at  last 
liberty  would  be  accomplished. 

Supplies  Demanded      When  the  year  opened  there  came  the  sec- 
of  the  Town.  Q^-^f[  requisition  for  beef.     It  was  provided 

that  £3.17.6  in  the  new  issue  of  Continen- 
tal bills  would  be  considered  an  equivalent,  and  might  be 
paid  to  the  commissioners  instead  of  one  hundred  pounds 
of  beef,  or  Indian  corn  would  be  received  at  5s.,  oats  at  3s., 
and  peas  at  7s.  per  bushel.  On  the  8*^  of  January  the  town 
voted  to  assess  a  tax  of  £33,370.15,  one  half  to  be  paid  Jan- 
uary 20"',  and  the  other  half  February  20"',  "in  order  to 
procure  the  beef  and  grain  required  of  the  town."  Joel 
Wright  was  appointed  to  receive  the  beef  to  be  obtained 
through  this  tax,  and  Simeon  Parsons  the  grain.  Beef  was 
27s.  per  pound  in  Continental  money  ;  rye  7s.  6d.  in  the 
new  currency,  and  £15  per  bushel  in  the  old  ;  corn  was  £11 
per  bushel  in  the  old  currency,  and  oats  £6.13.4.  The 
amount  of  beef  required  was  21,816  pounds,  and  the  prices 
already  named  were  fixed  by  the  General  Court. 

The  Town  Borrows      So  great  was  the  prcssure  for  money  at  this 
Money.  time,  that  the  town  voted  to  borrow  on  a 

mortgage  of  the  sequestered  land  in  Mid- 
dle Meadow,  and  to  sell  the  sequestered  land  in  the  nook. ' 

Another  Requisition.  Before  tliis  demand  for  supplies  had  been 
complied  with,  another  requisition  for  beef 
was  forthcoming.  This  was  promulgated  on  the  22**  of 
June,  and  Capt.  Joseph  Cook  and  Joel  Wright  were  author- 
ized to  procure  the  amount  demanded.  Some  little  obscu- 
rity exists  concerning  this  beef  account,  and  the  quantity 

1  When  Manhan  Meadow  was  divided  iu  1657,  sixty  acres  were  reserved  "for  se- 
questered land  at  the  hither  end  of  the  meadow,  and  the  corner  behind  Mr.  Pynch- 
on's  land  "  It  was  undoubtedly  this  latter  tract  that  was  now  sold.  There  seems 
to  be  no  other  record  of  this  transaction,  and  it  is  not  known  how  much  was  realized 
from  the  sale. 
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fiirnish.ed  is  not  definitely  known,  but  it  probably  readied 
the  vicinity  of  9,005  pounds.  It  was  tlie  smallest  of  the 
three  demands.  The  quantity  of  beef  required  of  North- 
ampton by  these  three  requisitions  was  not  far  from  42,181 
pounds. 

Clothing  also  in        Clothiug  as  Well  as  provisions  was  greatly 
Demand.  needed  in  the  Continental  army,  and  fre- 

quent demands  were  made  upon  the  country 
to  obtain  a  supply.  The  usual  method  was  to  buy  these 
articles  from  the  inhabitants,  and  £1414. 1.2|  were  expended 
in  all  during  the  year  at  different  times  for  this  purpose. 
Numerous  accounts  still  exist  showing  to  whom  this  money 
was  paid  and  for  what  articles  it  was  used,  as  well  as  the 
price  paid  for  each.  Shirts,  shoes,  stockings  and  blankets 
had  to  be  provided. 

A  Deficiency.  In  cousequeuce  of  the  constant  depreciation 

of  the  Continental  currency,  there  was 
something  of  a  deficiency  in  the  beef  tax,  and  in  April,  the 
town  voted  to  bear  the  loss  and  not  to  exact  it  of  the  indi- 
viduals who  were  delinquent.  The  amount  of  this  defi- 
ciency is  not  known,  but  the  sum  must  have  been  consid- 
erable. 

No  Committee.  For  this  year  no  special  Committee  of  Cor- 

respondence was  appointed,  but  the  select- 
men were  instructed  to  act  in  that  capacity. 

No  more  Free  For  many  ycars  the  custom   prevailed   of 

Dinners.  paying  from  the  town  treasury  for  the  din- 

ners and  other  refreshments  provided  for 
the  assessors,  while  making  out  the  valuation  and  assessing 
the  taxes.  In  January  it  was  voted  that  no  further  allow- 
ance should  be  made  for  that  purpose.  Undoubtedly  this 
action  was  precipitated  by  the  fact  that  at  that  meeting  a 
bill  was  presented  by  Capt.  Samuel  Clark,  who  kept  tavern 
in  the  house  occupied  by  the  late  Mrs.  L.  I.  Washburn. 
He  charged  for  thirty-nine  dinners  and  for  rum  for  the 
assessors,  £2.12.1,  in  July  and  November,   1780,  and  Jan- 
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uary,  1781,  at  the  rate  of  Is.  4d.  each.     From  this  bill  3s. 
3d.  was  deducted  before  it  was  allowed. 

Irrepressible  Youth.  Periodically  the  youth  of  the  congregation 
created  disturbance  in  the  meeting-house 
on  Sunday,  and  as  often  the  matter  came  before  the  town 
for  adjustment.  After  each  new  regulation  had  qualified 
or  allayed  the  disorder,  vigilance  relaxed,  the  young  peo- 
ple became  bolder  and  bolder,  till  their  actions  becoming 
intolerable,  some  more  effectual  method  of  repression  had 
to  be  devised.  It  is  a  strange  comment  upon  the  moral 
and  religious  teachings  of  our  forefathers,  that  so  many 
times  this  peculiar  element  of  disorder  should  appear. 
That  reverence  for  spiritual  things,  so  marked  a  character- 
istic of  the  Puritans,  seems  to  have  been  entirely  wanting, 
completely  omitted  in  training  the  rising  generation.  Was 
this  their  manner  of  protest  against  the  dreary  monotony 
of  the  Sunday  catechising,  that  found  vent  in  these  un- 
seemly proceedings  ?  Or  was  that  one  among  the  many 
ways  in  which  they  rebelled  against  the  straight  laced  pro- 
priety of  their  every-day  life  ?  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  cause,  such  ungodly  behavior  was  a  constant  menace  of 
evil  and  source  of  irritation,  as  well  as  a  most  effective 
slumber  disturber  to  the  good  people  of  the  town,  as  has 
already  been  shown  by  the  many  allusions  thereto  through- 
out these  pages.  As  usual  a  committee  was  this  year  in- 
structed to  prepare  a  new  by-law  to  meet  the  emergency.  It 
was  made  the  duty  of  any  person  appointed  to  keep  order  in 
the  meeting-house  to  quietly  request  the  evil-doers  to  desist, 
and  in  case  of  refusal,  "  Gently  to  lay  Hands  on  the  person 
so  refusing  or  neglecting  and  him  or  her  to  expell  and  turn 
out  of  the  meeting  house  (to  be  excluded  during  that  exer- 
cise)." They  were  also  empowered  to  require  the  aid  of 
others  if  need  be,  who  were  to  render  the  needed  assistance. 
The  oflBcers  chosen  to  execute  this  by-law  were  to  be  sworn 
in  as  were  other  town  officers.  It  is  not  difficult  to  imagine 
the  state  of  affairs  when  two  or  three  stalwart  deacons  were 
hustling  out  some  refractory  and  vigorous  disturber.  For 
a  short  time  at  least  the  remedy  must  have  been  worse  than 
the  disease. 
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"Hard  Money"         Very  little  coiii  was  in  circulation,  and  con- 
Scarce.  sequently  the  tax  in  coin  was  difficult  to  col- 

lect. In  March,  the  town  treasurer  was 
"positively  directed  to  issue  his  Executions  against  those 
Collectors  that  shall  be  delinquent  in  the  payment  of  the 
hard  money  tax  of  £400."  The  limit  of  time  was  the  6"'  of 
April. 

Tobacco.  This  product  seems  to  have  been  raised  to 

some  extent.  It  was  universally  used  and 
was  grown  exclusively  for  the  home  market.  There  was 
no  speculation  in  the  "weed"  in  those  days.  Eleazar  Root 
was  permitted  to  use  the  land  on  which  his  ' '  cyder  mill 
lately  stood,"  which  belonged  to  the  town,  to  raise  tobacco. 

Immunities  to  At  the  January  meeting  the  Representatives 

Soldiers.  ^q   ^j^e   General   Court   were   instructed  to 

"endeavor  to  procure  those  immunities 
promised  by  the  General  Court  to  those  men  who  had 
served  3  years  in  the  continental  army,  for  those  who  be- 
longed to  this  town  that  left  the  service  without  obtaining 
a  regular  discharge,  after  they  had  served  the  full  term  of 
3  years."  The  names  of  these  soldiers  are  not  given,  and 
it  is  not  known  why  they  left  the  army  without  their  dis- 
charge papers. 

Attempt  to  Suspend  In  January  the  Representatives  to  the  Leg- 
judgment  against  islature  Were  instructed  to  give  their  votes 
and  use  their  influence  "that  the  part  or 
Paragraph  of  a  certain  act  or  Law  made  and  Passed  at  the 
last  session  of  the  General  Court  directing  the  Executive 
Courts  to  suspend  giving  judgment  on  actions  brought  for 
the  recovery  of  Debts,  or  in  case  judgment  was  requested 
upon  a  suggestion  by  the  Plaintiff  that  he  was  in  danger  of 
loosing  his  Debt,  that  judgment  should  be  made  or  execu- 
tion awarded  for  either  the  sum  due  to  the  Plaintiff  in 
Hard  money  or  one  and  seven  eights  of  the  like  sum  in 
new  emission  Bills,  should  from  and  after  the  day  to  which 
the  s'd  Paragraph  stands  limited  wholly  cease  &  be  de- 
termined and  that  the  same  or  any  thing  of  the  like  effect 
shall  not  by  any  means  be  revived  or  continued." 
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The  Last  Call  for      Tliough  another  year  elapsed  before  peace 
^'^°-  was  declared,  yet  there  was  but  one  more 

requisition  for  three  years'  men.  The  num- 
ber called  for  in  December,  1780,  was  not  enough  to  com- 
plete the  quota  of  Massachusetts  by  nearly  one  thousand 
men,  and  it  was  found,  on  account  of  mortality,  desertions 
and  other  causes,  that  about  fifteen  hundred  more  would 
be  needed.  The  quota  of  Northampton  on  this  last  call 
was  nine.  These  men  were  not  very  promptly  raised  ;  in- 
deed it  is  doubtful  if  the  rec^uired  number  was  ever  ob- 
tained. The  General  Court  ordered  the  delinquent  classes 
in  Northampton  to  be  assessed  £518.11.8,  the  average  cost 
of  raising  a  man.  To  this  must  have  been  added  the 
bounty  and  the  other  inducements  offered  by  the  town,  for 
it  seems  that  the  nine  classes  were  assessed  £939.12.5  each, 
or  £8366.8.0;  in  what  currency,  however,  is  not  stated. 
These  classes  were  arranged  as  follows  :  — 

Class  No.  1,  had  Jacob  Parsons  for  chairman,  and  embraced  the  up- 
per end  of  Bridge  Street. 

Class  No.  2,  had  Benjamin  Tappan  for  chairman,  and  included  part 
of  Bridge,  Market  and  King  Streets. 

Class  No.  3,  Capt.  Samuel  Clarke  for  chairman,  embraced  part  of 
King  and  Hawley  Streets. 

Class  No.  4,  with  Capt.  Joseph  Cook  for  chairman,  included  Pleasant 
and  part  of  Main  Streets. 

Class  No.  5.  had  Major  Daniel  Pomeroy  for  chairman,  and  included 
part  of  Main  and  Elm  Streets. 

Class  No.  6.  Capt.  Solomon  Allen  chairman,  included  Elm  Street, 
Blackpole,  Prospect  and  West  Streets. 

Class  No.  7,  Dea.  Josiah  Clark  chairman,  embraced  South  Street. 

Class  No.  8,  with  Capt.  Ebenezer  Strong  for  chairman,  included  part 
of  South  Street  and  Easthampton. 

Class  No.  9,  had  Asahel  Clark  for  chairman,  and  embraced  Pascom- 
muck  and  Lower  Farms. 

Peace  Secured.  Nothing  remains  to  show  that  any  soldiers 
from  this  town  entered  the  service  this  year. 
The  war  was  practically  ended  with  the  surrender  at  York- 
town.  Early  in  the  following  year  the  English  Parliament 
began  to  consider  the  advisability  of  bringing  about  a  peace 
with  the  rebels,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
active  negotiations  were  in  progress.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
follow  them.    While  they  were  under  consideration,  hostil- 
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ities  ceased  by  common  consent,  and  in  September  tbe 
treaty  was  signed  and  independence  secnred.  This  year  the 
selectmen  and  assessors  were  made  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence. 

Much  Counterfeit  Added  to  all  tlie  otlicr  hardships  of  the  time, 
Money  in  circu-  ^as  that  of  Counterfeit  money.  Much  of  it 
was  in  circulation,  and  constables  and  col- 
lectors frequently  asked  the  town  to  remit  to  them  the 
losses  occasioned  thereby.  To  put  a  stop  to  this  practice, 
an  order  to  the  following  effect  was  adopted  at  the  March 
meeting  :  That  the  Collector  of  Taxes  shall  sustain  all 
losses  either  by  counterfeit  money  or  by  "  miscounting  of" 
or  transporting  the  same  to  the  Treasurer,  "unless  such 
counterfeit  money  shall  so  nearly  resemble  the  true  money 
as  not  to  be  obvious  to  a  careful  and  prudent  observer. " 

Ferry.  Representa-  At  the  Same  meeting  another  order  was 
tion.  More  Land  passcd  directing  an  examination  relative  to 
the  right  of  the  town  to  regulate  the  ferry 
over  the  Connecticut  River,  at  the  east  end  of  the  town. 
The  result  of  that  inquiry  was  not  recorded,  but  it  may  be 
imagined  that  the  town  would  have  speedily  discovered 
what  rights  it  had  in  case  of  any  attempt  to  interfere  with 
the  ferry.  A  motion  was  also  made  at  this  meeting  to  dis- 
pense with  the  attendance  of  both  representatives  at  th& 
General  Court  this  year.  But  this  was  not  quite  in  accord- 
ance with  the  views  of  the  people,  and  they  voted  that 
"one  or  the  other"  of  the  deputies  "should  be  directed  to 
attend ''  at  the  next  session.  In  order  to  meet  the  demands 
upon  the  town,  it  was  found  necessary  to  sell  still  other 
portions  of  the  town  lands,  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  dispose  of  portions  of  it  "in  the  nook,"  and  on  "Pan- 
cake Plain."  The  collectors  of  taxes  were  instructed  to  use 
their  "best  endeavors  to  collect  what  is  called  the  great 
rate  as  soon  as  possible,"  and  lay  before  the  selectmen 
within  one  month  an  account  of  their  several  collections. 
The  latter  were  to  report  the  result  to  the  town  "if  they 
saw  fit." 
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Deplorable  State  of     Thougli  relieved  of    the  immediate  bur- 
-■^ffairs.  dens   of  the  war,   the    newly   established 

government  was  compelled  to  meet  other 
difficulties  resulting  from  the  long  contest.  Drained  of  its 
resources,  exhausted  phj^sically,  financially,  industrially  ; 
with  mountains  of  debt  overshadowing  energy,  and  para- 
lyzing effort,  the  condition  of  the  state  was  deplorable  and 
apparently  remediless.  ^  The  effect  of  this  unsettled  state 
of  affairs  became  apparent  before  the  preliminaries  of  the 
proposed  treaty  were  completed.  In  fact,  during  the  san- 
guinary life  struggle,  the  means  of  remedying  these  evils 
and  bringing  relief  out  of  existing  chaos,  had  been  under 
discussion.  Legislation  had  endeavored  ineffectually  to 
solve  the  problem.  Conventions  of  the  people  to  regulate 
prices  proved  futile.  Added  to  the  constantly  vanishing 
value  of  the  currency  was  the  rapidly  decreasing  supply  of 
gold  and  silver,  enhancing  the  difficulties  and  accumulating 
the  burdens,  till  any  sufficient  remedy  seemed  impossible. 
Attempts  to  legislate  away  the  burdens  of  the  people  fell 
far  short  of  the  requirements,  if  they  did  not  add  to  the 
distress  already  existing.  Among  the  laws  passed  by  the 
General  Court  was  Avhat  was  termed  the  '"'  confession  act." 
It  authorized  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  take  acknowledg- 
ments of  debts,  and  if  any  were  not  paid  within  a  year, 
executions  were  to  issue.  While  this  saved  something  of 
the  costs  of  the  court,  it  brought  other  burdens  and  opened 
the  way  for  greater  injustice.  This  was  followed  by  the 
"Tender  Act,"  which  provided  that  private  debts  might  be 
paid  in  neat  cattle,  and  certain  articles  of  produce,  specially 
named,  at  an  impartial  appraisal.  This  remedy  failed  to 
accomplish  its  object,  and  in  the  end  led  to  other  and  more 
serious  complications.  "Its  chief  effect  was  to  suspend 
law  suits,  which  by  delaying,  only  strengthened  and  en- 
larged the  evil,  when  the  year's  existence  of  the  law  ex- 
pired." 

1  "  In  this  state  it  was  estimated  that  private  debts  amounted  to  §7,000,000,  and 
the  state's  arrears  to  the  federal  government  to  as  much  more.  Bounties  due  to 
soldiers,  and  the  annual  cost  of  state,  county,  and  town  governments,  would  reach 
an  aggregate  equivalent  to  a  tax  of  more  than  $50  on  every  man,  woman  and  child  in 
the  population  of  379,000  souls.  Upon  every  head  of  a  family  the  average  burden  was 
some  $200.  at  a  time  when  most  farmers  would  have  thought  such  a  sum  yearly  a 
princely  income." — Fisk's  Critical  Period  of  American  History,  p.  177. 
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Conventions  the  order    Tliose  wGre  pre-emiiieiitly  days  of   con- 
of  the  Day.  veiitioiis.     It  was  the  convention  named 

at  first  a  "  Congress,"  and  held  originally 
in  Massachusetts,  that  paved  the  way  for  the  march  of 
freedom.  When  tyranny  usurped  control  of  the  law  mak- 
ing power,  the  people  were  called  upon  to  act.  The  Pro- 
vincial Congresses  were  but  conventions  of  delegates  elected 
by  them  to  retain  those  rights  in  the  government,  which 
were  gradually  being  legislated  out  of  their  hands.  That 
which  in  time  of  peril  was  the  salvation  of  liberty,  became 
afterwards  a  menace  to  the  perpetuation  of  that  liberty, 
and  precipitated  civil  war  within  the  very  birthplace  of 
liberty. 

Their  Frequency  in        ThrOUghout    the    Rc Volutiou    COUVeutionS 
Hampshire  County.        f^^    varioUS    purpOSCS  :  —  tO    COUSult    UpOU 

the  genera]  welfare,  to  stop  the  courts, 
to  regulate  prices,  and  to  run  things  in  general,  had  been 
held  in  all  parts  of  the  state.  Several  of  those  which 
occurred  in  Hampshire  County  have  already  been  noted. 
When,  therefore,  the  struggle  was  believed  to  be  nearly 
ended,  and  when  the  accumulation  of  debt,^  as  well  as  the 
financial  uncertainty  of  the  future  confronted  the  people, 
they  turned  naturally  to  the  weapon  with  which  thej^  were 
familiar.  Within  the  two  years  of  1782  and  1783,  no  less 
than  seven  conventions  were  held  in  this  county^  to  con- 
sider the  evils  of  the  times.  Nor  were  they  less  frequent  in 
other  parts  of  the  state.  A  majority  of  persons  undoubt- 
edly took  part  in  these  gatherings  at  first  from  patriotic 
motives,  believing  that  through  such  means  their  griev- 
ances could  best  be  made  known  to  the  government.  With 
no  thought  whither  the  heated  discussions  and  lawless 
resolves,  fomented  and  formulated  by  unprincipled  agita- 
tors, would  lead  them,  towns  sent  delegates  to  these  meet- 
ings, hoping  that  some  method  might  be  devised  that  would 
relieve  the  distress  weighing  so  heavily  upon  the  commu- 
nity. But  the  demagogues  saw  their  opportunity^  Men  of 
no  standing  in  the  community,  often  of  tarnished  reputation 
but  fluent  of  speech,  though  meagre  of  intellect,  came  to 

1  Minot's  Insurrections  In  Mass.,  pp.  13-15. 

2  Sheldon's  History  of  Deerfleld,  p.  761. 
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the  front.  In  too  many  cases  the  specious  reasoning  of 
these  unprincipled  leaders  involved  their  followers  in  a 
conflict  with  the  law,  under  the  pretense  that  they  were 
obeying  the  mandates  of  the  people  as  set  forth  in  these 
conventions.  Everybody  was  in  debt  to  everybody  else, 
taxes  were  heavy,  money  scarce,  and  industry  at  a  stand- 
still. To  escape  the  payment  of  their  obligations  was  the 
end  and  aim  of  much  of  this  agitation.  People  had  noth- 
ing to  pay  with  and  knew  not  where  to  obtain  anything. 
Hence  all  the  machinery  of  law  that  in  better  times  pro- 
tected business  and  upheld  government,  was  considered  a 
grievance.  The  courts  were  opposed  because  they  were 
used  to  enforce  the  collection  of  debts  and  taxes.  Lawyers 
were  especially  obnoxious,  because,  under  the  sanction  of 
the  courts,  they  compelled  payments.  The  truth  was  that, 
in  the  language  of  an  observer  of  the  times,  the  "Govern- 
ment was  endangered  by  the  noise  of  people  in  debt."  ^ 

Convention  at  The  first  couventiou  of  the  year  Avas  held  at 

Hadiey.  Hadley,   about  the   ll""   of  February.     No 

representatives  were  present  from  North- 
ampton or  Southampton.  Little  is  known  respecting  it, 
but  apparently  it  was  managed  by  the  reformers.  Its 
records  have  disappeared,  but  its  action  was  characterized 
at  that  time  as  having  been  "  ill  done,"  and  a  "  scandal  to 
the  county.  "2  A  petition  was  prepared  and  presented  to 
the  Legislature  which  was  referred  to  a  committee,  but  was 
never  reported  upon.  Consequentlj'",  in  the  succeeding 
month  another  convention  was  held  at  Hatfield,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  which  will  be  noted  hereafter.  A  more  con- 
servative class  of  delegates  was  chosen  to  this  body,  and  its 
action  was  much  less  objectionable.  It  was  undoubtedly 
because  of  the  part  he  took  in  the  Hadley  meeting,  as  well 
as  for  his  utterances  in  different  towns  in  the  county,  that 
Samuel  Ely,  who  subsequently  figured  quite  prominently, 
was  arraigned  before  Major  Hawley  February  l-i**",  to  be 
examined  for  "treasonable  practices."  He  seems  to  have 
escaped  with  but  slight,  if  any,  punishment  at  this  time, 
but  abated  nothing  of  his  treasonable  work. 

1  Judd's  Diary. 

2  Ibid. 
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The  Meeting  at         The  coiiventioii  alluded  to  above  was  called 
Hatfield.  — i^y  "what  authority  is  not  known — to  meet 

at  Hatfield,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  April. 
At  the  March  meeting,  Joseph  Hawley,  Stephen  Baker,  and 
Timothy  Dwight,  were  chosen  delegates,  and  a  committee 
appointed  to  formulate  instructions.  These  were  after- 
wards considered  and  adopted,  but  have  not  been  preserved. 
They  were  undoubtedly  strongly  conservative,  and  it  may 
be  believed  that  the  Northampton  delegates  were  solidly  in 
favor  of  upholding  existing  laws.  Thirty-six  towns  were 
represented  in  this  convention,  and  its  deliberations  ex- 
tended over  several  days.  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
intentions  of  its  members,  to  its  discussions  and  votes  must 
be  attributed  those  breaches  of  the  peace  that  so  speedily 
followed.  Its  deliberations  covered  the  entire  list  of  bur- 
dens under  which  the  people  were  staggering.  There  was 
little  that  had  reference  to  law  or  its  enforcement  that  was 
not  deemed  a  grievance.  In  almost  everj^thing  relative  to 
the  administration  of  justice  a  change  was  demanded,  and 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  present  its  list  of  desired  re- 
forms to  the  Legislature.  A  proposition  "  To  request  the 
Inferior  Court  to  forbear  giving  judgment  in  civil  cases, 
except  the  creditor  make  it  appear  he  is  in  danger  of  losing 
his  debt,  or  where  the  parties  are  agreed,"  was  voted  down 
by  a  decided  majority.  Northampton  delegates,  as  might 
have  been  expected,  recorded  their  votes  against  the  sug- 
gestion. The  vote,  however,  that  caused  the  greatest 
trouble,  and  very  nearly  precipitated  civil  war  upon  the 
county,  was  that  which  declared  ' '  That  there  be  no  County 
Court  of  the  sessions  of  the  Peace.'" 

Samuel  Ely  Appears.  Beforc  the  couveution  had  completed  its 
work,  its  labors  began  to  bear  fruit. 
Claiming  the  above  vote  as  an  authority,  and  professing  to 
regard  it  as  tlie  voice  of  the  people,  a  mob  assembled  dur- 
ing the  April  session  of  the  court  at  Northampton,  and 
endeavored  ineffectually  to  stop  its  proceedings.  Samuel 
Ely,  who  had  just  escaped  from  the  clutches  of  the  law  for 
"treasonable  practices,"  was  the  instigator  of  this  lawless 
gathering.  It  is  not  known  whether  he  was  a  member  of 
the  convention  or  not,  but  as  he  lived  in  Conway,  he  may 


K82.]         REVOLUTION — ARMY   SUPPLIES— SAMUEL   ELY.  455 

have  represented  that  town.  He  was  a  brazen-faced  hypo- 
crite, a  demagogue  in  the  most  offensive  sense,  unprinci- 
pled, ambitious  of  notoriety  :  "  a  Seditious  man  and  a  per- 
son of  depraved,  impious  and  disc^uiet  mind,  and  of  sedi- 
tious disposition  and  conversation."  ^  Apparently  he  spent 
his  time  in  traversing  the  count}^,  exciting  the  citizens  to 
oppose  the  government.  In  January  at  Sunderland,  he 
loudly  asserted  that  the  people  must  "throw  up  our  con- 
stitution,"' saying  that  he  "  had  got  a  constitution  in  his 
pockett  that  the  angel  Gabriel  could  not  find  fault  with," 
and  that  "the  constitution  is  broke  already."  He  con- 
tended that  the  Governor  and  the  Judges  received  too  much 
salary,  asserting  that  ' '  we  can  get  men  that  will  ride  the 
circuit  for  half  the  money."  Another  argument  used  by 
him  was  that  "Officers  hold  two  offices."  "The  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court,"  he  said,  "  have  gone  beyond  their 
power  and  should  not  sitt,  nor  the  General  Court  should 
not  sitt,"  and  "  we  will  pay  no  more  regard  to  them  than — 
puppies."  At  the  same  time  "in  pursuance  of  his  wicked 
intentions  aforesaid  then  and  there  Maliciously  and  sedi- 
tiously did  endeavor  to  incite  and  procure  the  Selectmen  of 
said  Sunderland  to  meet  and  draw  a  Warrant  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  same  town  to  break  up 
the  courts  and  to  Give  him  a  Copj^  of  the  same  Warrant  to 
carry  to  Conway."'  He  also  boasted  that  he  "had  been  to 
all  the  Towns  in  the  Lower  part  of  the  county,  and  that 
they  were  all  for  breaking  the  Courts  up."  He  had  talked 
with  Col.  Worthington  and  Moses  Bliss  Esq.,  of  Spring- 
field, and  "  they  were  of  the  mind  that  the  courts  had  bet- 
ter be  broken  up."  And  "  that  he  did  then  and  there  wick- 
edly declare  that  the  Attornies,  Sheriffs,  and  all  Officers 
should  be  sacrificed,  that  Major  John  C.  Williams  should 
be  made  a  sacrifice  of  and  his  body  should  be  given  to  the 
Fowls  of  the  air  and  to  the  Beasts  of  the  field. "  Through- 
out the  county,  from  January  4^''  till  the  30^''  of  April,  he 

1  "  Ely  was  an  uulicensed  and  disorderly  preacher  and  could  not  obtain  an  ordi- 
nation. *  *  *  He  possessed  the  spirit,  and  so  far  as  his  slender  abilities  would 
permit,  the  arts  of  a  demagogue  in  an  unusual  degree.  He  was  voluble,  vehement  in 
address,  bold,  persevering,  active,  brazen  faced  in  wickedness.  *  *  *  The  Asso- 
ciation of  New  London  County  some  years  before,  when  his  character  was  very  im- 
perfectly known  or  suspected,  licensed  him  to  preach."'  and  he  was  employed  by  the 
people  of  Somers,  Ct.  Afterwards  he  was  brought  before  a  council  and  pronounced 
to  be  wholly  unqualified  to  be  a  preacher.  He  left  Somers  and  drifted  into  Hamp- 
shire County,  taking  up  his  residence  inConway.—Dwight's  Travels,  vol.  2,  pp.  273. 276. 
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uttered  similar  seditious  sentiments,  and  declared  that  "the 
courts  of  law  should  be  broken  up  and  that  he  could  raise 
2,000  men  for  that  purpose,  if  he  could  get  anybody  to  lead 
them." 

First  Attempt  to  Stop    The  regular  session  of  the  Court  of  Gen- 
the  Court.  gral  Scssious  of  the  Peace  was  convened 

at  Northampton,  on  the  4'^  of  April,  and 
continued  till  the  28"'.  On  the  first  day  of  the  session  Ely 
was  at  hand  determined  to  close  its  doors.  He  harangued 
a  great  crowd  of  riotous  and  disorderly  persons  in  the 
streets  of  Northampton,  inciting  them  to  forcibly  interfere 
with  the  court.  He  "  caused  a  seditious  Letter  to  be  wrote 
and  signed  by  himself  as  in  the  name  &  behalf  &  by  di- 
rection of  the  same  People  there  thus  assembled  declaring 
to  the  Good  People  of  the  Towns  in  the  County  that  the 
Court  was  going  on  contrary  to  the  mind  of  the  Conven- 
tion, and  desiring  them  to  come."  This  missive,  signed  by 
others  as  well  as  Ely,  was  circulated  extensively  through- 
out the  county,  and  on  the  12*^  of  April  "  a  great  number 
of  disorderly  persons "  assembled  in  the  town  ready  to  ac- 
complish the  work  proposed.  Armed  with  a  club,  Ely  again 
addressed  the  mob.  "  Come  on  my  brave  boys,"  he  says, 
"we'll  go  to  the  Wood  Pile  and  get  clubs  enough  and 
Knock  their  Grey  wiggs  off  and  send  them  out  of  the 
world  in  an  instant."  Thus  incited,  the  mob  immediately 
armed  themselves  with  clubs  and  gathered  in  a  menacing 
array  about  the  Court-House.  The  "  brave  boys,"  however, 
were  more  ready  to  attack  the  woodpile  than  the  court,  and 
held  back.  Once  more  the  demagogue  resorted  to  his 
favorite  weapon,  and  endeavored  to  stimulate  his  hesitating 
dupes.  Again  he  invoked  the  authority  of  the  Hatfield 
convention,  loudly  charging  the  mob  with  cowardice,  pro- 
claiming that  if  they  were  afraid  "he  wanted  to  have  the 
Honour  of  doing  the  business  himself  *  *  *  and  then 
and  there  loudly,  and  wickedly  and  seditiously  declared  he 
had  rather  fight  against  this  authority  than  against  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  that  he  had  rather  oppose  that  op- 
pressive Court  than  the  King  of  Great  Britain,"  He  was 
unable,  however,  to  stir  up  his  unruly  followers  to  the  com- 
mission of  any  overt  act,  and  they  did  nothing  but  curse  and 
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swear.  For  some  hours  they  swarmed  about  the  Court- 
House,  to  ''  the  great  disturbance  of  good  order  and  the  due 
administration  of  Justice  in  great  Terror  to  the  Peaceable 
&  good  Subjects  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  evil  example  to 
others."^  Some  such  movement  as  this  must  have  been 
anticipated,  after  the  demonstration  by  Ely  on  the  first  day 
of  the  session,  and  measures  taken  to  protect  the  court. 
Capt.  Allen  was  present  with  a  guard,  and  prevented  the 
mob  from  entering  the  Court-House. 

Testimony  of  an        Jonathan   Judd   Jr.    of    Southampton   was 
Eye-witness.  present  wheu  this  affair  occurred,  and  he 

writes  in  his  diary,  under  date  of  April  12"", 
as  follows  :  — 

"  About  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  Committee  from  the  Mob  came 
into  Court.  About  half  an  Hour  after  sent  a  Petition  and  before  Dark 
came  in  a  Body.  But  a  Guard  under  Capt.  Allen,  prevent  their  coming 
into  the  Court  House.  Ely  was  soon  after  taken  and  Examined  and 
then  bound  to  appear  at  the  next  Superior  Court  which  took  after  Mid- 
night.    Elj'  was  in  no  ways  Subdued  but  I  Suppose  the  rest  were." 

Ely  Bound  Over.  The  prisoner  was  promptly  arraigned  before 
the  court  he  had  endeavored  to  suppress. 
Pleading  not  guilty,  he  was,  on  the  evidence  produced, 
bound  over  for  trial  to  the  next  term  of  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court  to  be  holden  at  Northampton,  on  the  last  Tues- 
day (30"')  in  April.  He  gave  bonds  for  his  appearance  at 
that  time  in  the  sum  of  £100,  with  Timothy  Marsh  of  Had- 
ley,  Samuel  Wells  and  Daniel  Dunham  of  Conway  as  sure- 
ties.    Caleb  Strong  was  attorney  for  the  Commonwealth. 

His  Trial.  Ely  remained  at  large  till  the  session  of  the 

court  the  last  day  in  April.  His  case  came 
up  on  the  first  of  May.  when  his  bondsmen  surrendered 
him  to  the  sheriff,  and  he  was  quartered  at  the  jail  during 
his  trial.  An  indictment  by  the  Grand  Jury  speedily  fol- 
lowed, and  he  was  brought  up  for  trial  on  the  6'''.  Not 
guilty  yras  his  first  answer  to  the  indictment,  but  this  he 
afterwards  retracted  and  plead  guilty.  He  was  sentenced 
to  "  pay  a  fine  of  £50,  suffer  six  months'  imprisonment,  and 
recognize  in  the  sum  of  £200,  with  sufficient  sureties  in  the 

1    Records  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 
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like  sum  for  his  keeping  the  peace  and  being  of  Good  Be- 
haviour for  the  term  of  three  years,  pay  the  costs  of  Pros- 
ecution and  to  stand  committed  till  this  sentence  is  per- 
formed."    He  was  committed  to  jail  in  Springfield. 

A  Mob  Gathers.  On  the  first  day  of  May,  Mr.  Judd  was 
again  in  Northampton.  He  records  :  —  "  A 
Mobb  in  town.  They  Center  at  Major  Pomeroys.  *  *  * 
went  among  the  Mobb  in  the  Afternoon.  Sam'l  Ely's 
Bondsmen  took  him  out  of  the  Mob  and  carried  him  to 
court,  he  was  then  sent  to  Goal  under  a  Strong  Guard. 
Ely's  Imprisonment  made  the  Mobb  very  mad,  but  they 
could  do  nothing,  and  mostly  dispersed  at  Night.  A  Guard 
kept  at  Night. "  When  Ely  was  brought  up  for  trial,  fears 
were  entertained  that  a  demonstration  would  be  made  by 
the  malcontents  and  the  prisoner  spirited  away.  Conse- 
quently precautions  were  taken  to  protect  the  court  and 
secure  the  culprit.  These  forebodings  were  not  groundless, 
and  on  the  day  named  for  the  trial,  people  swarmed  into 
the  town,  some  with  arms  in  their  hands,  to  release  Ely  and 
break  up  the  court  if  possible,  others  to  see  the  fun.  The 
position  of  affairs  at  this  juncture  is  graphically  described 
by  Mr.  Judd,  who  writes  :  — 

"Monday  6"',  went  to  Northampton,  find  the  Inhabitants  under 
Arms,  others  from  Hadley  &  Hatfield  come  in.  A  Mob  is  Collected  at* 
Williamsburg  armed,  the  Militia  were  Kept  under  arms  all  day.  Ely 
was  brought  to  the  Barr  and  pleaded  Guilty  and  Confessed  his  faults  in 
writing,  after  which  he  was  Sentenced  to  pay  £50,  be  imprisoned  6 
Months  and  then  on  paying  costs  and  giving  Bond  for  his  Good  Beha- 
viour for  3  years  to  be  liberated." 

Ely  Released  by       When  their  leader  had  been  disposed  of  by 
the  Mob.  the  obnoxious  court  he  and  they  were  fight- 

ing against,  the  discontented  element  in  the 
county  determined  that  they  would  forcibly  release  him. 
Accordingly  on  the  12"'  of  June,  a  mob  which  eventually 
numbered  one  hundred  fifty  men,  mostly  from  towns  above 
Northampton,  set  out  to  accomplish  that  design.  Early  in 
the  morning  nearly  one  hundred  of  them  marched  through 
the  town  in  an  orderly  manner,  though  bound  on  a  very 
disorderly  errand.  In  a  short  time  about  fifty  citizens  of 
this  town,  supporters  of  the  government,  hastily  followed. 
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They  were  too  late,  however.     The  acts  of  the  mob  are  thus 
described  by  a  contemporary  :  — 

"  Between  4  and  G  o'clock  p.  m.  about  150  men,  from  the  Northwest- 
ern part  of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  came  into  Springfield,  with 
swords  and  gims,  broke  open  the  goal  with  axes  and  cleavers,  and  re- 
leased Samuel  Ely,  one  McKnoll,  a  debtor,  and  a  negro  runaway,  and 
then  marched  off  with  Ely.  Most  of  the  male  inhabitants  were  absent 
at  the  funeral  of  Rev.  Stephen  Williams  of  Longmeadow.  People  ral- 
lied and  pursued  them  and  received  3  persons  as  hostages  for  the  return 
of  Ely.  *  *  *  Northampton  and  other  towns  in  its  vicinity  mani- 
fested a  good  spirit,  and  in  24  hours  more  than  1000  men  were  under 
arms." 

The  Mob  Pursued.  CoL  Elisha  Porter  of  Hadley,  High  Sheriff 
of  the  county,  proceeded  at  once  to  the 
scene  of  operations.  With  the  men  from  Northampton, 
and  such  others  as  could  be  hastily  gathered  in  Springfield, 
he  organized  a  company  and  sent  it  in  pursuit  of  the  mob. 
In  order  to  prevent  them  from  crossing  the  river,  Col.  Por- 
ter secured  all  the  boats  on  the  east  side  as  far  up  as  Had- 
ley. Col.  Burt,i  who  had  command  of  the  pursuing  party, 
overtook  the  rioters  at  South  Hadley,  where,  after  a  blood- 
less skirmish,  both  detachments  encamped  for  the  night. 
Porter  gathered  a  small  force  at  Northampton  the  next 
morning,  and  marched  to  Hadley  with  the  intention  of  in- 
tercepting the  mob.  Unable  to  cross  the  river,  pursued  by 
Col.  Burt,  and  menaced  by  Col.  Porter,  the  mob  turned 
towards  Amherst.  A  detachment  under  Capt.  Solomon 
Allen  of  Northampton,  sent  to  intercept  them,  came  upon 
their  flank,  and  a  lively  ''set  to"  occurred,  resulting  in  a 
number  of  broken  heads.  When  Col.  Porter  arrived,  a 
parley  ensued.  A  conference  committee  of  five  from  each 
party  was  chosen,  and  the  mob  marched  willingly  to  North- 
ampton to  escape  the  falling  rain,  while  matters  were  under 
discussion.  In  case  no  satisfactory  arrangements  were 
made,  the  lawbreakers  were  to  be  allowed  to  assume  their 
previous  belligerent  attitude.  While  these  negotiations 
were  in  progress  Ely  made  good  his  escape. 

1     Col.  Gideon  Burt  of  1"'  Berkshire  Regiment. 
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An  Agreement  with    A  lengthy  coiisiiltation  "between  the  com- 
the  Mob.  mittees  resulted  in  an  agreement  that  a  pe- 

tition, praying  for  measures  of  relief,  signed 
by  both  parties,  should  be  sent  to  the  General  Court,  and 
that  Ely  should  be  given  up.  As  he  could  not  be  produced, 
three  hostages  were  given  by  the  mob  for  his  return.  To 
meet  this  last  requirement,  Capt.  Abel  Dinsmore  of  Con- 
way, Lieut.  Perez  Bardwell  of  Deerfield,  and  Paul  King, 
probably  of  Northampton,  were  selected.  All  attempts  to 
find  Ely  were  unsuccessful,  and  the  hostages  were  lodged 
where  Ely  ought  to  have  been,  in  the  jail.  When  this  fact 
became  known  to  the  mob,  they  began  to  clamor  for  the 
release  of  their  men,  claiming  that  the  hostages  were  to  be 
held  for  punishment,  as  leaders  in  the  affair.  The  mob, 
which  had  begun  to  disperse,  again  assembled  in  increased 
numbers  and  threatened  to  burn  the  town  unless  the  men 
were  released.  The  jail  was  so  strongly  guarded  night  and 
day,  that  no  attempt  at  rescue  was  made.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  the  crowd  continued  to  increase,  and  Col.  Porter 
called  out  the  posse  comitatus  from  all  the  adjoining  towns 
and  soon  had  an  ample  force  to  protect  the  jail.  About 
twelve  hundred  militia  responded  to  the  summons  of  the 
sheriff,  and  with  them  the  mob  declined  to  try  conclusions. 

Capt.  Dickinson  Com-     Matters  remained    comparatively  quiet 
mandstheMob.  duriug   the   15^'\    though   the    mob    still 

lingered.  There  was  no  relaxation  of 
vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  night  or  day. 
Capt.  Reuben  Dickinson  of  Amherst  had  collected  about 
three  hundred  men  at  Hatfield,  and  succeeded  in  capturing 
a  company  of  the  sheriff's  posse  on  their  way  down  from 
Deerfield.  During  the  day  he  sent  messengers  to  Porter, 
proposing  a  conference  one  mile  from  Northampton,  in  two 
hours  and  a  half  after  the  delivery  of  the  message.  But 
Porter  had  had  enough  of  negotiations,  and  declined  the 
overture.  Once  more  the  insurgents  demanded  the  release 
of  the  hostages  and  again  threatened  to  burn  the  town. 

And  makes  another      In  the  meantime  the  belief  that  the  terms 
Demonstration.         of  the  treaty  had  been  violated  by  the  con- 
tinued confinement  of  the  hostages,  espe- 
cially fomented  and  encouraged  by  the  tory  element,  spread 
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widely  among  the  disaffected,  and  on  Saturday  the  16"', 
another  demonstration  was  made.  Porter  immediately  in- 
voked aid  from  other  towns.  Two  hundred  men  marched 
from  Spring-field,  and  the  Sabbath  day  exercises  in  neigh- 
boring towns  were  very  thinly  attended.  In  the  afternoon, 
Dickinson,  who  was  credited  with  having  at  this  time  a 
force  of  six  hundred  men,  marched  for  Northampton. 
Towards  night  his  ultimatum,  demanding  the  release  of 
the  prisoners,  and  the  delivery  of  the  bonds  of  Dea.  Wells 
within  half  an  hour,  or  an  attack  would  be  made,  was  sent 
to  the  sheriff.  He  replied  that  while  he  was  ready  to  enter 
into  any  reasonable  arrangement,  he  would  not  agree  to 
that  proposition.  "It  is  my  earnest  desire,"  he  wrote,  "  to 
have  peace,  and  it  is  in  your  power  to  prevent  bloodshed." 
The  insurgents  continued  to  advance  and  were  just  ready 
to  begin  the  attack,  when  Porter  offered  to  meet  Dickinson 
between  the  lines.  This  conference  resulted  in  a  visit  to 
the  prison  on  the  part  of  Dickinson  and  others  of  the  mob. 
Here  the  visitors  found  things  different  from  the  repre- 
sentations. The  prisoners  had  been  treated  in  every  respect 
in  accordance  with  the  agreement,  and  it  was  evident  that 
much  misrepresentation  had  been  disseminated  concerning 
them.  The  hostages  themselves  advised  Dickinson  to  give 
up  his  attempt  to  rescue  them.  An  agreement  was  made 
by  which  Ely  was  to  be  given  up,  and  the  hostages  were 
released.  This  bargain  was  carried  out,  and  Klj  was  event- 
ually surrendered  to  the  authorities  and  imprisoned  in  Bos- 
ton. During  the  night,  however,  an  alarm  was  given  in 
Northampton  and  signal-fires  lighted,  but  no  further  dem- 
onstration was  made.  ^ 

Mr.  judd-s  Account      I^  this  conuection,  even  at  the  risk  of  some 
of  the  Affair.  repetition,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to 

repeat  an  account  of  these  proceedings  as 
narrated  in  the  Diary  of  Jonathan  Judd  Jr.,  who  was  him- 
self an  actor  in  them  :  — 

"  Wednesday  13  [Junel  noise  of  a  Mobb  going  to  Spring-field,  bnt  no 
order  till  after  9  at  Night.  We  then  Collected  about  12  and  went  to 
Northampton  ;  got  there  at  sunrise.     Thursday,  14"'.     The  party  went 

1  The  above  account  of  the  proceedings  growing  out  of  the  attempt  of  the  mob  to 
rescue  Ely,  was  compiled  principally  from  the  Judd  MSS.,  Sheldon's  History  of  Deer- 
field,  and  Holland's  History  of  Western  Massachusetts. 
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to  Hockanum  Ferry.  The  Mobb  have  Ely  and  going  np  on  the  other 
side  of  the  River.  Very  rainy.  Walked  to  the  Ferry  with  Mr.  Dwight, 
got  wet.  By  one  the  Mobb  came  to  a  parley  and  came  over  to  North- 
ampton. People  Collected  fast.  Matters  were  settled  by  Night  & 
Capt.  Dinsmore,  Lt.  P.  King,  Lt.  Perez  Bardwell  went  to  Goal  till  Ely 
was  returned.  The  Mobb  went  out  of  Town,  but  most  of  the  people 
tai'ried. 

"  Saturday  16.  At  1  had  another  alarm  of  a  Mobb  collecting  at  Hat- 
field. People  turned  out  soon.  I  went  with  Col.  Chapin,  found  that 
the  Mobb  were  collecting  at  Hatfield.  No  people  got  in  except  from 
Southampton,  unless  a  few  Scattering  ones.  All  soldiers  collected  lodge 
in  the  Meeting  House. 

"Sunday  17.  Got  up  about  four  went  to  the  middle  of  the  Town. 
Maj.  Banister,  Capt.  White  &  Capt.  Warner,  who  are  leaning  towards 
the  Mobb  go  up  to  Hatfield.  Was  with  a  Committee  to  advise  the 
Sheriff.  Was  at  Meeting  part  of  the  Exercises.  People  collect  but 
slow  till  Noon  and  after.  Upon  Maj.  Banister,  &c.  coming  back  at  2, 
Phinehas  Lyman,  Noah  Smith  &  Dea.  King  go  to  the  Mobb.  All  the 
return  we  have  is  that  they  will  have  the  Hostages.  They  were  then  at 
Luke  Lyman's.  We  answer  they  can  not.  At  Dusk,  when  Col.  Porter 
had  about  500  Men  at  the  Jail,  and  Gen.  Parks  arrives  with  160  more, 
they  march  to  the  Jail,  mostly  on  Horses,  being  about  450,  one  Half 
armed  with  Clubbs.  They  fill  the  Lane  from  the  School  House  to  and 
in  the  Jail  Yard  [from  King  street  corner  to  the  lower  end  of  Pleasant 
street].  A  Parley  then  began  which  lasted  perhaps  1  Hour  and  a  Half, 
in  which  Time  Capt.  Dickinson  and  other  Heads  of  the  Mobb  went  into 
the  Goal  and  saw  the  Prisoners.  They  had  then  an  Idea  of  resigning 
up  Ely,  but  as  soon  as  they  came  out,  Ely  put  off  with  speed.  It  was 
then  agreed  that  the  Mobb  should  go  to  the  plain  near  the  Burying 
Yard,  and  they  went,  and  Dickinson  returned  and  the  agreement  was 
that  the  Question  whether  the  Hostages  should  be  delivered  up  should 
be  brought  to  a  County  Convention,  and  their  opinion  sent  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  who  should  be  the  final  Judges  in  the  matter.  When  Dick- 
inson returned  to  the  plain  all  his  party  had  left  him.  Almost  the 
whole  Party  might  have  been  taken  with  very  little  loss,  but  we  aimed 
to  show  we  did  not  want  to  Hurt  them  nor  shed  blood.  Springfield 
people  came  while  they  were  at  the  Jail,  with  1  field  Piece  and  a  Num- 
ber of  Continental  Soldiers.  A  large  Guard  was  kept  at  the  Goal, 
others  scattered  about  a  little  not  much ;  it  was  so  near  Day  before 
matters  were  settled. 

"  Monday  17"'.  Got  up  before  4,  went  to  the  Jail.  In  the  forenoon 
the  Brigade  was  collected  and  then  Dismissed.  Dickinson,  Harvey 
Philips  &  Nash  head  of  the  Mobb  in  Town  and  will  not  stand  to  the 
agreement  made  last  Night.  They  are  obstinate  as  human  Creatures 
can  be.  Nothing  can  be  done  with  them.  Much  time  was  spent  in  A. 
M.  and  more  in  the  P.  M.  to  Convince  them  but  all  in  vain.  People 
were  all  gone  almost  when  I  came  away  at  7  o'clock.  A  Mobb  man  is 
almost  certainly  a  Liar.    Their  cause  is  principally  carried  on  by  Lying. 
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"  Thursday  20.  In  P.  M.  went  to  Northampton.  The  Hostages  were 
released  on  Tuesday  upon  promise  of  returning  Ely  or  themselves  when 
called  for.  General  Court  have  ordered  pay  to  those  turned  out  in  sup- 
port of  Law  and  thanks  to  Co".  Porter,  Brigadier  Parks,  Co".  Burt, 
Capt.  Allen." 

Northampton  Militia.  In  tliis  coiitest  Northampton  furnished 
her  quota  of  duly  enrolled  militia,  as  well 
as  the  services  of  all  her  loyal  citizens  in  whatever  capacity 
desired.  Muster-rolls  containing  the  names  of  forty-three 
men  and  officers,  who  served  April  30*'',  June  12"",  IS'*",  lo"", 
16*''  and  17"\  have  been  preserved.^ 

Aid  from  tiie  Tories.  Foremost  in  fomenting  these  disturbances 
were  the  tories,  and  none  rejoiced  more 
heartily  at  the  attack  upon  the  government,  or  prayed  more 
fervently  for  its  success.  Major  Hawley  counselled  the 
holding  of  the  hostages  while  Ely  was  at  large,  or  it  would 
be  a  "triumph  to  the  tories  and  Great  Britain."  He  con- 
sidered the  position  of  affairs  very  dangerous  and  believed 
that  the  "  Tories  have  great  expectation  from  the  view  and 
prospect  of  them." 

1    For  list  of  uames  see  Appendix. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 


A   SERIES   OF   CONVENTIONS — PEACE — EASTHAMPTON, 

A  Critical  Situation.  DuRiNG  tliGse  trying  times  the  people  of 
Xortliampton  must  have  been  in  an  anx- 
ious, restless  and  uncertain  state.  For  three  days  the  town 
was  in  the  hands  of  a  crowd  of  excited  and  irresiDonsible 
men,  who  were  constantly  threatening  to  lay  it  in  ashes. 
Any  indiscreet  act  on  their  part  might  bring  on  bloodshed, 
pillage,  fire,  and  the  slightest  demonstration  of  hostility  by 
either  party,  might  precipitate  open  war  at  any  moment. 
Rioters  and  defenders  of  the  law  were  acquaintances, 
friends,  neighbors.  Heretofore  they  had  mingled  in  busi- 
ness, pleasure,  and  duty.  Now  they  were  .standing  face  to 
face  with  arms  in  their  hands.  Should  they  4'esist  each 
other  unto  death,  and  how  soon  would  the  struggle  com- 
mence ?  Loyal  citizens  of  whatever  town,  while  they  sym- 
pathized with  the  real  grievances  of  their  misguided 
friends,  suffering  themselves  from  the  same  causes,  were 
determined  to  resist  all  attempts  to  break  the  laws,  from 
whatever  quarter  and  by  whomsoever  made.  The  efforts 
on  the  part  of  the  sheriff  to  conciliate  the  mob  and  prevent 
bloodshed  were  undoubtedly  the  wisest  measures  he  could 
have  adopted,  though  his  course  has  been  censured,  and 
characterized  as  ' '  contemptible  and  pusillanimous. "  ^  In 
delivering  the  hostages  before  Ely  was  presented  to  take 
their  places,  the  sheriff  exhibited  greater  faith  in  the  mob 
than  his  previous  dealings  with  it  would  seem  to  Avarrant. 
In  that  the  lawbreakers  gained  their  point.  On  the  other 
hand  they  knew  well  enough  that  the  surrender  of  Ely 
would  have  liberated  the  hostages  at  once,  though  cranks 
and  fanatics  among  them  may  have  endeavored  to  make 

1    Holland's  History  of  Western  Massachusetts,  vol.  1,  p.  333. 
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them  believe  that  the  latter  were  to  be  held  for  trial  and 
punishment  in  any  event. 

Action  of  the  Leg-     The  position  of  affairs  in  this  county  nat- 
isiature.  urally  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Legis- 

lature, which  was  at  that  time  in  session. 
On  the  17"'  of  June  it  voted  to  suspend  the  habeas  corpus 
act  for  six  months  within  the  County  of  Hampshire,  and 
ordered  out  the  posse  comitatus  to  bring  the  prisoners  to 
Boston.  ^  At  the  November  session  agreeably  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Hatfield  convention,  a  full  pardon  was 
granted  to  all  the  rioters  with  the  exception  of  Ely.  The 
''  Tender  Act  *'  was  passed  on  the  3"^  of  July,  and  soon  after 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the 
disturbances.  It  consisted  of  Samuel  Adams  of  the  Senate, 
and  Artemas  Ward  and  Nathaniel  Gorham  of  the  House. 

A  Letter  from  Major     Major  Hawlcy  was  strougly  in  favor  of  the 
Hawiey.  appointment  of  this  committee.     In  a  let- 

ter to  Caleb  Strong,  who  was  then  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature,  he  decidedly  advocated  its  forma- 
tion, and  his  influence  undoubtedly  had  much  to  do  in  de- 
ciding the  matter.  The  following  extracts  from  this  letter 
show,  not  only  the  sentiments  of  Major  Hawley,  but  the 
general  tendency  of  public  opinion,  as  well  as  the  method 
suggested  by  one  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  best 
and  most  popular  means  of  enlightening  and  controlling 
public  sentiment :  — 

"  June  24,  1782. 
"  In  a  letter  by  Doct.  Lyman  I  proposed  the  General  Court  sending  a 
committee  into  this  county  without  any  delay.  I  now  undertake  to 
pronounce  that  without  such  a  step  there  is  the  utmost  hazard  that  the 
government  will  take  such  measures  as  may  vastly  endanger  the  whole 
American  cause.  You  would  be  astonished  to  know  with  what  amaz- 
ing rapidity  the  spirit  of  the  Insurgents  propagates.  Manj-  are  infected 
with  it,  of  whom  you  never  would  have  the  least  siispicion.  We  are 
not  certain  who  besides  the  De\'il  sprang  Ely  at  first.  But  we  are  not 
at  a  loss  who  ventilates  the  flame,  for  the  fire  is  now  become  such  a 
flame  as  I  cannot  describe  to  you.  The  Genl.  Court  have  not  had  any 
affair  of  greater  magaitude  before  them  since  the  Revolution.  Dis- 
patch, dispatch  is  of  infinite  consequence,  but  at  the  same  time  we 
must  remember  Fe.stitia  lente,  for  that  interest  a  committee  must  pre- 

1    Belknap's  Letters,  Mass.  Historical  Collections,  Ser.  5,  vol.  2,  p.  133. 
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viously  be  on  the  spot7  Pray  endeavor  that  the  committee  consist  of 
sensible,  honest,  cool  and  Patient  men.  Let  them  be  able  to  explain  to 
the  people  the  state  of  the  Nation,  to  inform  them  to  what  use  the  three 
hundred  1000£  and  the  two  hundred  1000£  taxes  have  been  put  and  are 
putting  on  us.  Many  of  the  Insurgents  say  that  our  soldiers  get  none 
of  it.  That  it  cost  them  much  to  maintain  the  Great  men  under  Geo. 
3'^  but  vastly  more  under  the  Commonwealth  and  Congress.  We  have 
had  it  Hurra'd  for  Geo.  3''  within  8  rods  of  the  Court  House.  *  *  * 
Doct.  Hunt  surmises  that  there  may  [be]  British  emissaries  with  Brit- 
ish money  among  the  People.  Such  a  supposition  does  not  appear  to 
me  groundless. 

*  *  *  "  None  but  God  can  say  how  far  the  spirit  may  spread.  They 
are  perpetually  taught  that  they  were  horribly  deceived  and  deluded  by 
those  who  first  contended  with  Bernard  &  Hutchinson,  and  disputed 
against  the  Duties.  Many,  many  in  these  western  regions  believe  it. 
They  have  no  sense  or  value  for  Liberty.  They  are  principally  affected 
with  present  and  immediate  feelings.  I  was  told  three  weeks  ago  by  a 
calm  and  sedate  man  as  any  I  have  seen  of  their  number  That  two- 
thirds  of  these  western  people  fully  believed  that  they  were  miserably 
deceived  by  Hutchinson's  opposers,  that  they  were  the  men  who 
brought  all  their  burdens  upon  them,  which  they  are  told  that  they 
should  have  been  forever  free  from,  if  they  had  submitted  to  the  Brit- 
ish Government.  That  they  would  take  care  how  they  were  catch'd 
again.  If  you  had  seen  the  late  insurrections  you  would  have  believed 
that  he  was  not  much  from  the  truth  in  the  fact  which  he  related  re- 
specting ye  proportion.  The  people  in  the  highlands  of  this  county  and 
Berkshire  are  fervidum  Genus  hominum.  and  many  too  many  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river  are  of  the  same  temper.  *  *  *  An  attempt  to 
subdue  these  People  by  force  will  at  least  be  very  expensive  if  not  a 
very  dangerous  course.  Their  numbers,  by  some  means  or  other  (be 
those  what  they  may)  increase  daily.  The  case  will  never  be  under- 
stood without  a  committee  to  go  in  to  the  towns  and  learn  the  facts  on 
the  spot,  by  seeing  and  hearing,  and  neglect  of  this  maj'  deceive  and 
ruin  the  government. '"  ^ 

The  Committee  Calls    Tliis  Committee  arrived  at  Northampton, 
a  Convention.  j^jy  2?"',  and  immediately  proceeded  to 

Conway,  tlie  home  of  Ely,  and  the  princi- 
pal seat  of  the  disaffection.  The  people  of  Conway  de- 
clined to  act  independently  of  the  other  towns,  and  on  the 
29"^  delegates  from  thirteen  towns  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  county  met  the  committee  in  that  town.  The  result  of 
this  gathering  was  the  mutual  calling  of  a  county  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Hatfield  in  the  following  month.  This 
convention  assembled  on  the  7*^''  of  August,  and  dissolved 

1  Copied  by  permission  from  the  Hawley  papers,  Bancroft  collection,  Lenox  Li- 
brary, N.  Y. 
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on  the  10"'.  Northampton  was  represented  by  three  dele- 
gates chosen  at  a  meeting  heki  a  few  days  before  the  con- 
vention assembled,  and  no  instructions  were  given  them  by 
the  town. 

The  County  Con-       Held  undcT  the  auspiccs  of  the  legislative 
vention.  Committee,  this  convention  was  less  treason- 

able in  its  utterances,  and  less  radical  in  its 
recommendations  than  some  of  its  predecessors.  Guided 
in  the  paths  of  conservatism  by  the  men  from  Boston,  its 
resolutions  evinced  a  loyalty  to  the  existing  government 
heretofore  conspicuously  lacking.  It  is  true  that  the  griev- 
ances complained  of  were  as  yet  unredressed.  Still  the 
rioters,  though  in  a  sense  partially  successful  in  their  at- 
tempt to  override  the  law,  must  have  become  convinced 
that  while  they  commanded  the  sympathy  of  all  loyal  citi- 
zens, they  must  also  understand  that  no  attempt  to  over- 
throw the  government  would  be  tolerated. 

Resolutions  Adopted  A  list  of  resolutious,  fourtecu  in  number, 
by  the  Convention.  ^^s  adopted.  Relief  from  the  weight  of 
taxation  by  means  of  a  more  equal  distri- 
bution of  its  burdens  ;  a  scaling  down  of  the  list  of  civil 
officers,  and  a  consequent  reduction  in  the  amount  paid  for 
salaries  ;  a  general  and  effective  system  of  economy  in  the 
methods  of  conducting  affairs  ;  and  indemnity  for  all  en- 
gaged in  the  late  unpleasantness,  except  Samuel  Ely,  were 
the  principal  points  insisted  upon.  The  whole  wound  up 
with  a  fervent  declaration  of  loyalty  to  the  State  and 
fealty  to  Congress. 

Results  of  the  Action  The  Tcsults  attending  the  presence  of  this 
of  the  Committee.  committee,  Were  in  accordance  with  the 
anticipations  of  Major  Hawley,  and  much 
that  he  predicted  seems  to  have  been  accomplished.  Af- 
fairs were  quieted,  temporarily  at  least,  in  the  county,  and 
but  a  single  outbreak  is  chronicled  till  the  Shays  rebellion 
convulsed  the  state.  The  committee  received  the  thanks  of 
the  Legislature  "  for  their  indefatigable  and  successful  en- 
deavors in  so  great  a  degree  quieting  the  disturbances  that 
had  arisen  in  that  county.''  They  led  the  people  along  the 
lines  already  followed,  and  the  result  did  not  vary  essen- 
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tially  from  that  of  previous  attempts  of  tlie  kind.  The 
people  presented  their  grievances,  and  prayed  for  relief. 
But  their  burdens  were  not  lifted,  and  little  was  done  or 
could  be  done  towards  lightening  them.  The  discussion  of 
grievances  still  proceeded,  but  still  the  people  were  taxed, 
and  still  their  debts  were  unpaid.  Money  was  yet  an  almost 
unknown  quantity.  Legislation  failed  to  alleviate  the  dis- 
tress, and  the  future  developed  no  sign  of  improvement. 

From  Mr.  JudcVs      In  fliis  conuection,  the  comments  of   Mr, 
Diary.  Judd  of  Southampton,  who  was  an  active 

member  of  the  convention,  are  of  import- 
ance. He  was  a  strong  conservative  and  had  little  sym- 
pathy with  the  malcontents.  His  diary  reads  :  — 
Z'"-  Wednesday  7  [August]  set  out  at  ly^.  Stopt  at  Northampton  to  get 
Shaved  ;  got  to  Hatfield  by  lOJ^.  Put  up  at  Lt.  D.  Billings.  Chose 
Co".  Wells  Chairman  and  Dea"  O.  Smith  Clerk.  I  assisted  him  in 
reading.  Began  upon  Bxisiness  at  3.  The  committee  from  the  General 
Court  present,  and  the  first  question  was  whether  their  Commission 
was  Constitutional.  We  then  determined  to  let  every  one  tell  his  Griev- 
ances and  adjourned. 

"Thursday  8.  The  Mobb  began  to  tell  their  Grievances  and  the 
[committee]  to  answer  and  to  give  Information.  The  Day  was  spent 
in  this  way.  The  Mobbists  began  to  feel  themselves  more  a  ground 
than  they  expected.  The  Tories  who  are  spectators  in  very  great  plenty 
do  not  hold  their  Heads  so  High  as  they  have  done  of  late. 

"  Fryday  9.  Began  where  we  left  off.  Afterwards  chose  a  commit- 
tee to  state  Grievances  to  us.  Then  the  Mobb  still  continued  to  tell 
their  Grievances  but  got  upon  the  Shoals  long  before  Night.  Commit- 
tee report  near  Night. 

"  Saturday  10.  Began  in  the  Morning  upon  the  Report  of  the  Com"*'' 
which  Consisted  of  8  Articles.  3  we  passed  and  the  rest  we  through 
out.  Friends  of  the  Mobb  could  not  get  things  to  their  Mind.  They 
[are]  Disappointed  and  Chagrined.  What  that  may  produce  is  uncer- 
tain, but  'tis  certain  that  they  cannot  answer  the  Arguments  of  the 
Com"''%  or  gainsay  the  facts  they  asserted.  The  appearance  is  that 
there  is  more  probability  of  their  being  still,  if  nothing  more.  Con- 
vention broke  up  about  6.  / 

couventious  Cou-      Tlicsc   congrcsscs  Continued  to  be  the  me- 
t'"'*^-  dium  of  mutual  communication  and  general 

discussion.  No  less  than  four  were  held  in 
this  county  in  1783.  To  a  considerable  extent  these  gather- 
ings were  sectional  in  character  and  though  termed  county 
conventions,  were  in  most  cases  composed  of  delegates  from 
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a  few  contiguous  towns.  They  differed  in  character  some- 
what from  those  previously  liehl.  At  first  they  were 
guided  by  cranks  and  demagogues,  but  afterwards  greater 
numbers  of  the  more  tlioughtful  and  substantial  men  in  the 
community  took  part  in  them.  On  the  6"'  of  March,  the  / 
first  of  these  meetings  was  held  at  Williamsburg.  Of  its  _^J 
records  nothing  seems  to  have  been  preserved.  From  the 
fact  that  another  convention  was  held  at  Hatfield  within  a 
fortnight,  it  is  probable  that  this  one  was  not  very  largely 
attended.  No  delegates  were  present  at  Williamsburg  from 
this  town,  but  Northampton  was  represented  at  Hatfield, 
though  the  names  of  the  delegates  are  not  on  record.  At  /^ 
Hatfield,  on  the  19"'  and  20"'  of  March,  thirteen  towns  were  '^2^ 
represented.  Everything  appeared  to  be  very  harmonious. 
"  We  were  good  Natured,  had  no  Disputes,  very  reserved.  »'  , 
They  want  to  get  rid  of  Major  Hawley  and  myself.  Near  >*  ^^\ 
night  we  set  off,  leaving  all  the  rest.-"*  After  Mr.  Judd 
and  Mr.  Hawley  left,  the  convention  proceeded  to  business. 
It  voted  to  pay  no  taxes  to  the  state,  and  adjourned  to 
Hadley.  It  reassembled  at  that  place  on  the  15"'  of  April. 
Joseph  Hawley  and  Elijah  Hunt  were  delegates  from 
Northampton.  They  were  instructed  not  to  act  unless  a 
majority  of  the  towns  in  the  county  were  represented. 
According  to  Mr.  Judd,  the  delegates  from  sixteen  other 
towns  had  received  similar  instructions.  Thirteen  towns 
only  acted  in  this  convention.  "But  they  felt  feeble  and 
fearfull.  They  begin  to  know  the  County  are  not  with 
them  and  they  must  try  to  pay  Taxes.  Truths  are  told 
them  more  plain  than  they  have  been  and  they  feel  them 
since  aid  is  not  likely  to  come  from  New  York."^  These 
conventions  were  much  less  radical  than  their  predecessors, 
and  undoubtedly  acted  as  safety-valves,  words  being  much 
safer  weapons  than  clubs  and  muskets.  All  attempts  to 
interfere  with  the  courts  proved  futile,  and  their  sessions 
continued  with  but  a  single  menace  during  the  year. 

A  Demonstration       Ou  the  20"'  of  May,  during  the  session  of  ■  - 
at  sprinf,'fieid.         tjie  Court  of  Commou  Pleas  and  General  ^ 

Sessions  at  Springfield,  about  sixty  persons 
gathered,  resolved  themselves  into  a  county  convention, 

1    Judd's  Diarv. 
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passed  a  series  of  resolves,  and  adjourned  to  hold  an  open 
meeting  near  the  Oourt-House,  not  forgetting  to  arm  them- 
selves with  bludgeons.  When  the  court  appeared  to  hold 
its  afternoon  session,  the  mob  opposed  its  entrance  into  the 
Court-House.  While  the  sheriff  expostulated  with  them, 
loyal  men  acted,  and  drove  the  rioters  away.  Some  were 
wounded,  and  several  arrested.^  Uneasiness  among  the 
people  prevailed  and  many  persons  were  in  favor  of  forci- 
bly stopping  the  courts.  At  the  August  term,  held  in 
Northampton,  "many  collect  at  Mr.  Clapp's  to  oppose  the 
court,  but  dare  not  appear.  Vast  numbers  of  people  attend 
court."  2 

A  New  Proposition.  Auothcr  scrics  of  thcse  gathering^  took 
place  in  the  fall,  at  which  a  new  element  of 
discontent  was  broached.  In  September,  delegates  from 
seven  towns  in  the  upper  part  of  the  county  met  at  Deer- 
field,  ostensibly  to  consider  the  deplorable  state  of  affairs, 
at  present  and  in  the  future,  unless  more  money — paper 
money — could  be  obtained.  One  special  difficulty  under 
which  these  towns  labored  was  their  remoteness  from  the 
Courts  of  Justice — the  very  courts  they  had  been  voting 
out  of  existence  and  trying  forcibly  to  abolish — as  well  as 
from  the  offices  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds  and  County 
Treasurer.  They  desired  the  removal  of  all  the  courts  from 
Springfield  to  Northampton,  or  a  division  of  the  county, 
and  proposed  to  petition  the  General  Court  to  that  end. 
This  measure  was  considered  of  sufficient  importance  to 
.  rN^lay  before  the  county  at  large,  and  it  was  decided  to  call  a 
^'^convention  to  meet  at  Hatfield  on  the  20"'  of  October.  In 
'  this  convention  twenty-seven  towns  were  represented.  The 
general  financial  condition  was  considered,  as  well  as  the 
pressing  need  of  more  conveniences  for  the  transaction  of 
legal  business.  Its  discussions  were  moderate  and  its  rec- 
ommendations characterized  by  fairness  and  good  sense. 
Two  delegates  from  Northampton  were  present,  Dea. 
Josiah  Clark  and  Capt.  Samuel  Clark,  who  received  in- 
structions similar  to  those  given  to  the  delegates  to  the 
Hadley  convention,   not  to  act  unless  a  majority  of  the 

1  Holland's  History  of  Western  MassachuaettK,  vol.  1,  p.  232. 

2  Judd's  Diary. 
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towns  in  the  county  were  re[)resente(l.     Tliis  seems  to  liave 
completed  tlie  series  of  conventions  for  this  year. 

A  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Pcace  was  declared  in  1783.  In  Novem- 
Locai  Rejoicings.  -j^gj.  Qf  ^}jq  previous  year,  a  provisional 
treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Paris  ;  in 
the  following  January  an  armistice  declaring  a  cessation  of 
hostilities  was  agreed  upon  at  the  same  place ;  but  the  de- 
finitive treaty  was  not  signed  till  the  3''  of  September. 
News  of  the  provisional  treaty  and  the  armistice  reached 
this  country  at  the  same  time,  arriving  at  Philadelphia 
March  23'',  but  was  five  days  on  the  road  to  Boston.  It  is 
not  known  when  the  information  reached  this  town,  nor  is 
it  absolutely  certain  that  any  notice  was  taken  of  the  event. 
No  action  on  the  part  of  the  town  was  had,  and  if  any 
celebration  occurred,  it  was  gotten  up  by  the  citizens  in 
their  private  capacity.  Contemporary  writers  make  no 
allusion  to  it,  while  reference  is  had  to  similar  rejoicings 
both  in  Springfield  and  Westfield.  ^  The  only  account  of 
any  celebration  at  Northampton,  appears  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Gazette,  a  newspaper  published  in  Springfield,  in  the 
following  language.  It  is  dated  "Northampton,  April  28, 
1783  "  :  — 

"  Thursday  the  2-1"'  inst.  was  observed  here  [Northampton]  as  a  day 
of  rejoycing  on  account  of  the  present  glorious  peace,  when  a  sermon 
suitable  to  the  occasion  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spring-  of  New- 
buryport,  and  the  proclamation  of  peace  was  published  from  the  Court 
House  by  the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  before  the  militia  in  arms,  and  a 
large  concourse  of  gentlemen,  and  the  evening  was  concluded  in  decent 
mirth  and  hilarity." 

Authenticity  of  this  Had  the  Writer  been  satisfied  with  the 
Account  Questioned,  above  statement,  it  would  doubtless  have 
passed  unchallenged,  though  nothing  has 
appeared  to  corroborate  the  fact.  But  the  next  paragraph 
is  sufiQciently  absurd  to  discredit  the  whole  account.  It 
represents  that  the  ladies  of  Northampton,  dissatisfied  be- 
cause they  were  not  invited  to  join  in  the  celebration,  im- 

1  In  Mr.  Judd's  diary,  under  date  of  March  28'-*',  is  the  following  entry  :  —  "  Noise 
of  peace  but  no  particulars.  Firing  at  Springfield  last  Evening  and  at  Westfield  to 
Day." 

2  Rev.  Samuel  Spring  of  Newburyport  married  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Hopkins  of 
Hadley. 
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provised  one  of  their  own  the  next  day.  It  is  stated  that 
they  drank  thirteen  toasts,  and  so  proved  their  patriotism. 
While  the  report  of  snch  a  celebration  is  not  mentioned 
elsewhere,  neither  is  the  statement  about  the  celebration  on 
the  part  of  the  ladies  contradicted  by  any  contemporarj- 
writer. 

Murder  of  Eiisha       An  event  which  startled  the  community  and 
Brown.  caused  considerable  excitement  throughout 

this  section,  took  place  on  the  25"'  of  July. 
Daniel  Norton  and  others  were  engaged  in  shingling  the 
barn  of  Eiisha  Brown,  who  lived  in  what  is  now  East- 
hampton.  While  the  work  was  in  progress.  Brown  came 
to  the  barn  with  some  men  who  had  been  reaping.  The 
two  parties  began  to  joke  each  other,  and  in  a  few  moments 
something  more  substantial  than  words  began  to  pass  be- 
tween them.  Their  sport  continued  for  a  short  time,  when 
Norton,  who  was  a  very  passionate  man  became  greatly 
excited.  He  descended  from  the  roof  in  a  great  rage, 
attacked  Brown,  and  struck  him  so  severely  that  he  died 
upon  the  spot.  The  murderer  was  immediately  seized,  con- 
fined in  the  house  and  guarded.  During  the  night  he  suc- 
ceeded in  making  his  escape  through  a  window.  The  deed 
was  committed  on  Friday.  On  Saturday  a  report  was  cir- 
culated that  Norton  had  been  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
tragedy.  People  in  Northampton  and  Southampton  organ- 
ized searching  parties  and  scoured  the  country.  Three 
days  afterwards  a  similar  rumor  prevailed,  and  another 
search  was  instituted,  but  the  fugitive  could  not  be  found. 
Two  years  elapsed  before  anything  more  was  heard  from 
Norton,  and  then  it  was  ascertained  that  he  was  living  at 
or  near  New  Milford,  Ct,  He  had  married  again,  though  he 
left  a  wife  here  when  he  fled,  and  seemed  to  be  in  comfort- 
able circumstances.  Officers  from  Northampton  arrested 
and  brought  him  back,  lodging  him  in  jail.  His  trial  took 
place  before  the  Superior  Court  in  May,  178G,  when  he  was 
convicted  of  manslaughter,  and  sentenced  to  be  branded 
and  imprisoned.  This  murder,  though  not  the  result  of 
malice,  produced  a  great  sensation  in  all  this  section.  Rev. 
Mr.  Williams  in  the  church  record  calls  Norton  "  a  refugee 
from  Long  Island." 
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A  Remonstrance  from     Nortliamptoii  it  SGeiiis  had  a  siDGcial  gi'iev- 
Northampton.  aiice,  tliG  natuFG  of  wliich  doGS  iiot  appGar 

upon  tliG  records.  All  that  is  known  in 
refGrGncG  to  it  is  contained  in  the  vote  passed  at  the  March 
niGeting.  A  rGmonstrancG  and  a  petition  had  been  pre- 
pared by  a  special  committee,  and  another  committee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  instructions  to  tliG  represGntativGS 
to  usG  their  influence  in  the  General  Court  that  an  act 
should  be  passGd  agreeably  to  thG  dGsirG  of  the  town,  as 
expressed  in  the  document  referred  to.  About  the  same 
time  a  vote  was  passed  declaring  that  the  town  would  not 
receive  from  any  of  its  debtors  any  of  the  "consolidated 
state  securities  "  in  discharge  of  the  "  whole  or  part  of  tliGir 
obligations.'"  In  what  tliGse  "consolidated  state  securi- 
ties" consistGd  has  not  been  ascertained,  nor  has  any 
further  allusion  to  them  been  found. 

An  ungaiiant  Act.  An  article  was  inserted  in  the  warrant  for 
Safety  for  the  ^j^g  Marcli  meeting,  asking  for  the  assign- 
ment of  a  pew  in  the  front  gallery  of  the 
meeting-house,  to  the  young  women,  but  the  town  very 
ungallantly  refused  to  grant  the  request.  In  October,  the 
selectmen  were  ordered  "to  make  some  Effectual  Security 
for  the  person  that  shall  be  employed  in  taking  care  of  the 
clock,  in  case  the  weight  should  at  any  time  happen  to  fall." 
A  clock  had  been  placed  in  the  steeple  of  the  meeting-house 
as  early  as  1740.  It  was  probably  put  there  at  the  time  of  or 
soon  after  the  building  of  the  third  house  of  worship.  No 
record  of  its  purchase,  or  of  the  payment  of  an}^  money  for 
it  was  ever  made.  This  clock  was  wound  by  drawing  the 
weights  up  by  hand,  the  winder  standing  directlj^  beneath 
them.  The  length  of  rope  required  was  about  forty 
feet.  It  is  not  known  that  any  accident  of  the  kind  feared 
had  then  occurred.  In  later  years,  however,  a  person  was 
killed  by  the  fall  of  the  weight  when  it  had  nearly  reached 
its  height.  ^ 

1     In  1807,  -Martin  Ely  Jr..  aged  fifteen  years,  an  apprentice  of  Nathan  Storrs,  gold- 
smith, was  killed  by  the  falling  of  the  meeting-house  clock  weight. 


y 
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Salary  of  Representa-  In  March,  1784,  private  parties  were 
Erect  r^ir'r'in ^°  allowed  to  erect  a  sun-dial  at  the  east  side 
House.  of  the  belfry.      Representatives  were  in- 

structed not  to  draw  any  pay  from  the 
state  treasurer  for  attendance  at  the  General  Court,  but  to 
draw  mileage,  and  the  town  would  pay  all  other  expenses. 
They  were  to  receive  :2s.  per  day  for  their  time  and  other 
reasonable  charges,  after  deducting  "  the  sums  which  they 
may  receive  from  the  State  Treasurer  for  their  travel."  In 
May,  permission  was  granted  "the  Inhabitants  who  live 
within  the  limits  of  the  new  proposed  Parish  to  Erect  a 
Meeting  house  on  Town  Land  near  the  dwelling  house  of 
Mr.  David  Chapman,  and  also  to  cut  such  timber  thereon 
as  they  shall  have  occasion." 

Easthampton  incoi-  Auotlier  attempt  was  made  this  year  for 
porated.  -^he  establishment  of  the  new  town  of  East- 

hampton. At  the  December  meeting  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  meet  a  committee  designated 
by  the  General  Court,  to  view  and  report  concerning  the 
expediency  of  forming  a  new  district  from  the  towns  of 
Northampton  and  Southampton.  This  committee,  together 
with  others  from  the  Legislature  and  from  Southampton, 
met  repeatedly,  viewed  the  premises,  and  discussed  the 
matter  thoroughly.  In  accordance  with  their  decision  the 
question  was  settled  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature, 
and  an  act  of  incorporation  granted. 

The  Mob  makes  an-  During  tliis  year  very  little  was  accom- 
other  Deraonstra-  pHshed  in  the  Way  of  public  agitation  of 
the  questions  uppermost  in  men's  minds. 
No  report  remains  of  any  conventions  held,  though  the 
mob  spirit  was  not  wholly  in  abeyance.  In  September  an 
attempt  was  made  to  break  up  the  Superior  Court  at 
Springfield,  but  it  was  not  successful.  The  demonstration 
was  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  call  out  the  militia. 
A  company  of  fifty  men^  marched  from  Northampton  to 
Springfield,  under  Capt.  Solomon  Allen.  Some  of  them 
were  in  the  service  but  a  single  day.  The  attempt  seems 
not  to  have  been  very  formidable.  On  the  29"'  Mr.  Judd 
went  to  "  Chickabee  bridge,  found  the  mob  scattered  yes- 
terday ;  none  dare  to  lead  them.""  ^ 

1    For  muster-roll  see  Appendix.        2    Judd's  Diary. 
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.     DIVIDING   THE   COUNTY — HAMPSHIRE   GAZETTE. 

Schools  for  Girls.  The  questioii  of  schooling  girls  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  town  was  again  in  agitation 
in  the  year  1785,  but  with  no  more  favorable  results  than 
before.  Fourteen  years  previously  an  attempt  had  been 
made  to  admit  female  children  to  the  Lickingwater  school, 
and  it  was  negatived  on  the  ground  that  those  persons  who 
were  interested  in  bringing  the  subject  before  the  town  did 
not  desire  any  such  privilege.  Now  the  proposition  was 
speedily  voted  down,  and  recorded  without  so  much  as  a 
single  qualifying  word.  Attention  was  undoubtedly  called 
to  the  matter  at  this  time,  because  a  private  school  for  the 
co-education  of  the  sexes  already  existed.  During  the  pre- 
vious year  a  number  of  persons  had  established  a  school 
for  this  purpose,  and  this  is  the  first  instance  in  the  history 
of  the  town  when  boys  and  girls  attended  the  same  school. 
This  fact,  while  it  may  have  been  an  incentive  to  the  at- 
tempt to  admit  both  sexes  to  the  town  schools,  possibly 
made  by  some  who  could  ill  afford  the  luxury  of  a  private 
school,  had  also  the  effect  of  suppressing  the  proposition. 
Those  who  desired  to  send  their  daughters  to  such  a  school 
already  had  that  privilege  and  were  unwilling  to  pay  taxes 
to  aid  those  who  did  not.  Another  reason  why  it  was  de- 
sired to  interest  the  town  in  the  new  departure,  was  that 
the  new  school  was  a  close  corporation,  none  but  the  pro- 
prietors being  allowed  to  avail  themselves  of  its  privileges. 
Thirteen  among  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  town  were 
interested  in  this  new  educational  enterprise,  viz.  :  —  Caleb 
Strong,  Robert  Breck,  Quartus  Poraeroy,  Joseph  Cook, 
Benjamin  Tappan,  Josiah  Dickinson,  Asahel  Pomeroy, 
Levi  Shepherd,  Benjamin  Sheldon,  Elisha  Lyman,  Nathan- 
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iel  Fowle,  Ebenezer  Hunt,  and  William  Lyman.  Dr. 
Shepherd,  when  in  England,  engaged  Isaac  Curson  to  take 
charge  of  the  school,  and  brought  him  home.  No  law  was 
then  in  existence  forbidding  the  importation  of  laborers. 
He  was  to  receive  £24  per  year,  and  his  board.  The  school 
was  opened  Sept.  13,  1784,  in  a  room  hired  for  that  purpose. 
In  October,  an  arrangement  was  made  with  Elisha  Alvord, 
and  the  school  was  removed  to  his  shop,  at  the  junction  of 
Main  and  South  Streets.  A  rental  of  40s.  per  year  was 
paid  for  the  use  of  the  building,  and  the  cost  of  fitting  it 
up  was  £4.12.  Soon  after,  Robert  Breck,  Levi  Shepherd, 
and  Caleb  Strong,  petitioned  the  County  Court  for  permis- 
sion to  build  a  private  school-house  on  county  land,  "as 
near  as  may  be  in  line  with  the  meeting  house  and  Court 
House,  and  northerly  of  the  town  school  house."  Permis- 
sion was  granted,  and  a  building  was  erected  in  the  high- 
way at  the  corner  of  Main  and  King  Streets.  There  the 
school  was  kept  for  several  years,  and  the  house  was  after- 
wards removed  to  Market  Street.  The  school  opened  with 
twenty-five  scholars,  fifteen  boys  and  ten  girls.  At  the  end 
of  the  first  year  the  number  of  pupils  had  increased  to 
thirty-two,  and  it  never  advanced  beyond  that  figure.  This 
school  was  continued  under  substantially  the  same  proprie- 
torship for  about  four  years,  when  it  was  discontinued. 
There  was  a  change  of  teachers,  and  the  number  of  schol- 
ars was  reduced  to  eight.  It  was  afterwards  revived,  and 
seems  to  have  been  in  existence  in  1791.  Reading,  writing, 
spelling,  arithmetic,  grammar,  and  Morse's  geography, 
comprised  the  principal  course  of  study,  tliough  some  of 
the  boys  studied  Latin,  and  both  boys  and  girls  were  taught 
French. 

Its  First  Teacher.  Isaac  Cursou  tauglit  about  two  ycars  and 
was  succeeded  by  William  Lyman.  During 
part  of  the  time  Curson  had  an  assistant,  a  Mr.  Frye. 
Curson  seems  to  have  been  an  accomplished  teacher,  and 
an  excellent  scholar,  but  he  was  an  unprincipled  man.  He 
got  into  difficulty  and  was  obliged  to  leave  town.  After- 
wards he  taught  ])rivate  schools  in  Hatfield  and  in  Berkshire 
County.  He  left  a  wife  in  England,  but  representing  by 
what  were  supposed  to  be  forged  letters,  that  she  was  dead. 
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he  sought  the  hand  of  Abigail  Barnard  of  Deerfield.  She 
declined  his  offer  of  marriage,  and  he  threatened  to  shoot 
himself,  but  finally  induced  the  girl  to  sign  a  marriage 
promise.  AVhen  it  became  known  that  Curson's  wife  was 
living,  Samuel  Barnard,  father  of  Abigail,  came  to  North- 
ampton and  threatened  to  horsewhip  Curson,  but  he  escaped 
and  went  west. 

School-House  used  for  In  1794,  Levi  Shepherd  and  others,  prob- 
a  Private  School.  .^jjiy  the  proprietors  of  tliis  scliool,  were 
granted  the  use  of  a  room  in  the  new 
school-house  for  a  private  school,  under  the  direction  of  the 
selectmen.  This  may  have  been  a  continuation  of  the  jjro- 
prietor's  school.  How  much  longer  it  existed  is  not  known. 
There  is  no  further  record  concerning  the  use  of  the  school- 
house  for  such  a  purpose. 

A  Counterfeit  Bill.  lu  1785,  the  towu  voted  to  reimburse  Timo- 
thy Parsons  the  value  of  a  £30  counterfeit 
bill,  which  he  received  for  rates  in  1779.  The  selectmen 
were  to  ascertain  the  value  of  said  bill  by  scale  and  order 
payment  from  the  town  treasurer.  At  that  time  the  value 
of  the  bill  was  13s.  5d.  Whether  it  was  originally  taken 
at  its  par  value  is  unknown. 

Horse-Biocks  Pro-     Hoi'se-blocks  Were  again  ordered  at  the  east 

^"<^®<^-  end  of  the  meeting-house  and  at  the  gate  of 

the  burying  yard.     It  was  not  the  custom 

to  drive  or  ride  into  the  cemetery,  but  all  dismounted  at 

the  entrance,  and  the  procession  marched  to  the  grave. 

Division  of  the  For  many  years  the  question  of  dividing 

^°"°*y-  the  county  had  been  in  agitation.     In  1784 

it  was  brought  before  the  General  Court. 
Two  petitions  for  such  a  division  were  presented,  whether 
in  accordance  with  a  general  convention  of  the  towns  inter- 
ested, is  not  clear.  They  were  undoubtedlj^  an  outcome  of 
the  general  uneasiness  then  prevailing  ;  one  of  the  means 
proposed  for  redressing  the  many  grievances  then  so  popu- 
lar. One  of  these  petitions  is  described  as  that  of  ' '  Jas. 
Ball  and  others,"  and  the  other  as  that  of  "  David  Saxton, 
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Jonathan  Ashley,  Samuel  Field  and  Jonas  Baker."  These 
petitioners  were  all  residents  of  towns  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  county.  Several  of  them  belonged  in  Deerfield, 
and  the  rest  in  contiguous  towns.  The  Legislature  referred 
the  matter  to  the  several  towns  in  the  county,  requesting 
them  "  to  give  their  reasons  why  the  county  should  not  be 
divided  agreeably  to  said  petition."  The  question  came 
before  the  town  of  Northampton,  at  a  meeting  held  in 
May,  when  the  town  not  only  voted  against  it,  but  in- 
structed its  representatives  "  to  use  their  Influence  in  the 
Gen'l  Court  to  prevent  any  such  Division  of  the  County." 
The  proposition  was  to  form  a  new  county  from  the 
northeastern  portion  of  Hampshire  and  the  northwestern 
part  of  Worcester  County.  The  response  from  the  towns 
was  decidedly  against  any  such  division,  and  nothing 
further  was  done  at  that  time.  But  the  design  was  not 
abandoned.  It  was  pressed  again  the  next  year,  but  with- 
out success. 

A  Convention  Consid-  In  May,  1786,  a  convention  met  at  Hat- 
ers the  subject.  Q.e\d  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  this 
question,  in  which  forty-one  towns  were 
represented.  Among  the  reasons  advanced  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  was  the  inconvenience  of  reaching  the  towns  of 
Northampton  and  Springfield,  where  all  the  courts  were 
held.  The  county  then  extended  from  the  Vermont  line 
on  the  north  to  that  of  Connecticut  on  the  south,  and  the 
courts  were  held  and  all  business  transacted  below  the  cen- 
ter of  the  county.  The  convention  voted  twenty-two 
against  and  nineteen  in  favor  of  a  division.  A  vote  to  cen- 
ter the  courts  showed  twenty-three  against  and  eighteen  in 
favor  of  such  a  proposition.  The  suggestion  that  two 
courts  should  be  held  at  Deerfield,  received  twenty-four 
votes  in  its  favor  and  seventeen  against.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, was  accomplished,  and  many  years  elapsed  before  the 
county  was  divided. 

Pews  in  the  Meeting-      This  year  saw  the  last  of  the  benches  in 
^o^^^-  the  meeting-house.     All   the   long  seats 

were  taken  out,  and  pews  erected  in  their 
places. 
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The  Newspaper.  Eveiits  sucli  as  liave  beeii  narrated  prepafed 
the  way  for  the  advent  of  the  newspaper. 
Public  sentiment  was  rapidly  verging  towards  anarchy. 
People  had  for  years  demanded  the  overthrow  of  the  Courts 
of  Justice,  were  clamorous  for  the  universal  issue  of  paper 
money,  and  were  seeking  the  repeal  of  laws  that  compelled 
men  to  pay  their  debts.  In  this  burdened  and  helpless  con- 
dition they  attributed  their  misfortunes  to  the  laws  and  to 
those  who  administered  them.  Listening  to  demagogues, 
self-appointed  leaders,  who  sought  reputation  and  power 
through  the  annihilation  of  all  the  safeguards  of  society, 
their  respect  for  law  and  justice  Was  being  gradually  under- 
mined. This  meant  the  abolition  of  all  legal  authority, 
and  the  end  must  result  in  the  downfall  of  the  republic, 
hardly  yet  fully  established.  In  order  to  counteract  this 
tendency  it  was  deemed  essential  that  the  people  should  be 
enlightened.  That  they  should  be  taught  whither  all  this 
unlawful  action  was  leading,  and  what  dire  results  must 
ensue  unless  their  better  judgment  came  to  the  rescue.  No 
more  practical  method  could  be  devised  to  educate  the  com- 
munity, to  show  the  utter  folly  as  well  as  the  inevitably  de- 
structive tendency  of  the  sentiments  then  prevailing,  than 
through  the  columns  of  the  weekly  newspaper.  There  was 
no  more  effectual  means  of  counteracting  the  evil  influence 
of  the  demagogues  who  seemed  then  to  be  in  the  ascend- 
ant. Barely  half  a  hundred  papers  had  survived  the  Rev- 
olution, these  were  issued  in  the  cities  and  larger  towns, 
and  few  found  their  way  into  the  remoter  hamlets.  Means 
of  communication  were  slow  and  uncertain,  newspapers 
were  not  admitted  to  the  mails,  and  their  circulation  was 
restricted  to  within  a  few  miles  of  their  places  of  publica- 
tion. The  majority  of  them  were  published  weekly,  and 
none  oftener  than  three  times  a  week.  Daily  papers  had 
then  no  existence  on  this  continent,  and  people  were  satis- 
fied with  American  news  a  week  or  two  old,  and  foreign 
items  were  many  months  behind.  The  only  newspaper  in 
existence  at  that  time  in  Western  Massachusetts  was  pub- 
lished in  Springfield.'     Apparently  it  had  little  circulation 

1  The  Massachusetts  Gazette  and  General  Advertiser,  established  in  1782,  changed 
to  the  Hampshire  Herald  and  Weekly  Advertiser  in  1785,  and  was  discontinued  in  1787. 
— Holland's  History  of  Western  Massachusetts,  vol.  1,  pp.  436,  437. 
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and  less  influence,  as  it  was  discontinued  within  a  year. 
Wliatever  may  have  been  its  power  and  influence,  it  was  con- 
sidered too  far  distant  to  accomplish  what  was  desired,  and 
it  was  decided  to  establish  another  paper  in  the  very  heart  of 
the  affected  district,  the  northern  half  of  Hampshire  County 
being  at  that  time  the  hotbed  of  sedition  and  rebellion. 
Consequently  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  this  part  of  the 
county  determined  to  establish  a  newspaper  in  Northamp- 
ton. It  was  hardly  a  newspaper  in  the  present  acceptance 
of  that  term  that  was  designed.  It  was  not  a  mouthpiece 
of  the  newsmonger,  the  politician,  or  the  essayist  that  was 
proposed.  It  had  a  higher  aim  than  the  mere  tittle-tattle 
of  neighborhood  gossip.  Local  happenings  were  patent 
to  everyone,  they  were  repeated  from  mouth  to  mouth, 
and  had  no  need  in  the  estimation  of  that  day,  to  be  em- 
balmed in  print. 

The  Advent  o  f  t  h  e  The  first  uewspaper  in  Northampton  was 
Hampshire  Gazette,  established  in  1786,  by  William  Butler,  a 
young  man  twenty-two  years  of  age.  It 
was  an  undertaking  requiring  no  small  amount  of  courage, 
even  when  backed  by  the  leading  patriots  of  the  town,  to 
launch  a  newspaper  in  such  troublous  times  when  the  dis- 
content with  the  then  present  order  of  things  was  at  fever 
heat.  The  more  so  as  its  mission  was  to  oppose  the  mal- 
contents, and  by  argument  and  persuasion,  stem  the  tide 
of  lawlessness  and  mob  rule.  The  leading  men,  the  well- 
to-do  citizens,  the  educated  class,  were  strongly  opposed  to 
the  course  that  had  been  pursued  by  the  clamorous  reform- 
ers, who,  having  little  to  lose  and  much  to  gain,  were  en- 
deavoring to  force  their  theories  into  operation,  at  the  sac- 
rifice of  honor,  justice  and  common  honesty.  At  the  sug- 
gestion and  with  the  encouragement  of  the  best  men  in  the 
community,  Mr.  Butler,  on  the  G*''  of  Septenlber,  1786, 
issued  the  first  number  of  the  Hampshire  Gazette.  Unfor- 
tunately no  copy  of  the  initial  number  of  the  paper  can 
now  be  found.  In  his  prospectus  the  editor  states  that  he 
commences  the  enterprise  "by  the  advice  and  encourage- 
ment of  a  number  of  Gentlemen  in  this  county."  His 
object  is  to  enlighten  the  public  and  he  asserts  with  truth 
that  "It  is  well  known  that  the  establishment  of  schools 
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in  every  part  of  the  country  and  the  circulation  of  News- 
Papers,  are  among  the  principal  causes  which  have  led  us 
to  our  present  situation  ;  the  danger  is  that  the  enjoyment 
of  peace  and  tranquility  will  produce  inattention  to  these 
subjects  ;  that  when  the  feelings  excited  by  our  troubles 
have  subsided,  our  minds  will  sink  into  that  indolence 
which  is  natural  to  such  a  state,  our  children  will  grow  up 
in  ignorance,  and  ignorance  is  the  parent  of  slavery  and  all 
the  national  vices  which  mark  the  decline  of  empire/'  It 
was  -not  so  much  the  individual  work  of  the  editor  that 
was  relied  upon  to  counteract  the  sentiments  then  prevail- 
ing, as  it  was  the  arguments  and  writings  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  day.  In  the  very  first  number  strong  articles 
were  printed  against  the  general  tendency  of  affairs  in 
opposition  to  the  conventions  then  being  held,  and  arguing 
in  favor  of  the  existing  government.  Many  of  these  pa- 
pers, which  were  continued  while  the  troubles  lasted,  were 
written  by  Major  Hawley,  Caleb  Strong,  Rev.  Enoch  Hale, 
and  others.  The  clergy  of  the  county,  it  is  believed,  con- 
tributed liberally  to  its  columns  in  favor  of  good  govern- 
ment. By  no  means  was  the  discussion  confined  to  one 
side.  The  insurgents  also  had  their  defenders,  and  column 
after  column  was  filled  with  comments,  strictures,  replies 
and  criticisms  of  both  parties.  Argument  and  sarcasm, 
both  in  prose  and  poetry,  were  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
questions  at  issue.  On  the  whole  the  discussion  was  good 
natured,  though  many  sharp  thrusts  were  indulged  in  by 
all  concerned.  This  thorough  and  able  ventilation  of  the 
grounds  of  controversy  must  have  been  beneficial,  and 
though  it  did  not  prevent  the  discontented  from  taking  up 
arms  against  the  government,  must  have  strengthened  the 
nerves  of  its  supporters. 

William  Butler.  His  William  Butler,  SOU  of  David,  was  born  in 
Printing-office.  Hartford,  in  1763.  He  served  an  appren- 
ticeship to  the  printing  business  in  the 
office  of  Hudson  &  Goodwin,  printers  and  publishers  of 
that  city.  He  came  to  Northampton  with  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  newspaper  in  the  summer  of  1786.'  His 
office  was  at  first  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Pleasant  Streets 

1     William  Butler  built  a  paper-mill  in  Northampton  in  1795. 
31 
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in  tlie  wooden  building  formerly  the  residence  of  Benjamin 
Prescott,  since  for  many  years  occupied  by  the  late  Harvey 
Kirkland,  on  the  ground  where  now  stands  the  Lambie 
block.  In  a  short  time  he  erected  a  building  on  Pleasant 
Street.  It  was  the  third  building  from  the  Main  Street 
corner,  on  the  east  side  of  the  street.  The  printing-ofhce 
was  in  the  upper  story,  and  on  the  main  floor  was  a  variety 
store  carried  on  by  his  brother  Daniel.  William  Butler 
married  Huldah,  daughter  of  Major  John  Brown  of  Pitts- 
field. 

Means  and  Methods      But  fcw  post-offices  werc  then  in  existeuce, 
of  Circulation.  none  having  been  established  in  this  sec- 

tion of  the  valley  north  of  Springfield. 
The  paper  was  circulated  almost  wholly  by  carriers  or  post- 
riders,  who  covered  nearly  the  whole  of  Hampshire  and 
much  of  Berkshire  Counties.  From  Williamstown  on  the 
west  to  Ware  and  Hardwick  on  the  east,  and  from  Wen- 
dall  on  the  North  to  Springfield  on  the  south,  these  men 
made  weekly  journeys.  At  some  of  the  nearer  points,  not 
covered  by  the  post-riders,  the  subscribers  in  a  neighbor- 
hood took  turns  in  coming  to  the  office  for  the  papers,  or  to 
some  convenient  point  on  the  carrier's  route.  Mr.  Butler 
was  obliged  to  send  to  Springfield  once  a  week  for  his  ex- 
changes and  other  mail-matter.  Frequently  he  went  him- 
self, sometimes  he  hired  a  man,  and  always  made  it  a  point 
to  enlist  the  good  offices  of  any  one  who  had  business  at 
that  place.  It  was  probably  on  one  of  these  occasions  that 
he  made  himself  amenable  to  the  law  against  traveling  on 
Sunday.  In  1787,  at  the  September  term  of  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  "  Wm.  Butler,  printer  and 
traveller,"  was  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  for  traveling 
'■'  on  the  13"'  of  May,  the  same  being  the  Sabbath  or  Lord's 
Day,  unlawfully  and  unnecessarily  &  with  force  and  arms 
between  the  sunrising  and  sunsetting  of  the  same  day  from 
the  Dwelling  House  of  Zenas  Parsons  in  Springfield,  in  s'd 
county  thro'  the  town  of  South  Hadley  in  s'd  county  to 
Northampton  in  the  same  county,  the  same  not  being  from 
necessity  or  charity,  in  evil  example  to  others  against  the 
Peace  and  Dignity  of  the  Commonwealth  &  the  law  in 
such  cases  made  and  provided."     Butler  plead  nolo  con- 
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tendere,  and  was  fined  10s.  and  costs  amounting  to  £1.1.4. 
Rather  an  expensive  bit  of  news  for  that  issue  of  the  paper, 
and  not  very  likely  to  be  repeated.  Zenas  Parsons  was  an 
innholder  in  Springfield,  his  tavern  being  located  on  what 
is  now  Court-House  Square. 

still  in  Existence.  The  uewspaper,  born  amid  the  troubles  and 
discontents  of  those  disastrous  times,  still 
survives,  now  as  ever  the  upholder  of  true  and  honest  gov- 
ernment, and  a  leader  in  all  that  makes  for  morality,  re- 
ligion and  right. 

The  Newspaper  was    It  was  high  time  that  some  influence  should 
Needed.  |-)g  brought  to  bear  to  counteract  the  un- 

sound ideas  that  were  floating  through  the 
community.  The  newspaper  came  none  too  soon,  But  its 
influence  was  not  immediate.  The  movement  which  gave 
impetus  to  the  rebellion,  named  from  its  leader  —  Daniel 
Shays — had  already  begun.  Four  years  before,  the  first  act 
in  the  drama  was  played  at  Northampton,  and  so  also  the 
second,  that  opened  the  rebellion  in  earnest,  appeared  upon 
the  same  stage. 

The  Discontent  In-     Siuce  the  trouble  with  Ely,  practically  very 
'Pleases.  little  had  been  accomplished  to  better  the 

condition  of  affairs.  The  embers  of  discon- 
tent were  still  smouldering,  with  an  occasional  isolated  out- 
break, and  but  a  breath  was  required  to  cause  them  to 
burst  into  a  general  conflagration.  Of  all  the  reasons  for 
dissatisfaction  none  were  so  trivial  but  that  some  among 
the  disaffected  seized  upon  and  marshalled  them  before  the 
public.  Whatever  had  a  suspicion  of  evil  in  it  was  eagerly 
caught  up  and  paraded  in  its  darkest  hues.  Two  classes, 
the  merchants  and  the  lawyers,  who  alone  seemed  to  be 
even  fairly  prosperous,  w^ere  denounced  in  unmeasured 
terms.  The  merchants,  accused  of  accumulating  wealth 
through  the  gains  of  commerce,  were  arraigned  for  their 
luxurious  living,  and  charged  with  exciting  in  others  a 
desire  to  imitate  them,  that  they  might  grow  richer  while 
they  made  the  people  poorer.  But  most  pronounced  among 
the  grievances  to  be  abated  were  lawyers.    They  were  hated 
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with  a  hatred  that  grew  by  what  it  fed  on,  and  was  bitter 
and  deep-seated.  With  the  revival  of  the  machinery  of 
the  law,  which  had  been  to  some  extent  thrust  aside  dur- 
ing the  struggle  for  liberty,  lawyers  became  the  most  pros- 
perous among  the  professional  classes.  Debts  had  multi- 
plied to  an  enormous  extent,  everywhere  the  law  was  in- 
voked to  enforce  payment,  and  the  attorneys  were  coining 
money.  The  demand  had  increased  the  supply  much  be- 
yond the  ordinary  number,  and  they  soon  became  a  shining 
mark  for  the  vengeance  of  the  discontented.  This  jeal- 
ousy against  lawyers  prevailed  throughout  the  state .  They 
were  denounced  in  the  strongest  terms  of  reproach,  the 
press  was  used  to  vilify  them  and  they  were  regarded  as 
rogues,  rascals,  and  thieves,  and  to  them  was  attributed  the 
largest  share  of  the  ills  under  which  the  country  groaned. 
Pointed  out  as  the  class  to  be  abolished,  the  electors  were 
strongly  urged  to  leave  them  out  of  office,  and  to  instruct 
their  representatives  to  annihilate  them.  These  sentiments 
prevailed  to  such  an  extent  throughout  the  state,  that  law- 
yers were  very  generally  omitted  from  the  role  of  legislators 
chosen  in  1786.  Much  seems  to  have  been  anticipated  from 
this  onset  upon  the  legal  fraternity,  but  the  malcontents  were 
greatly  disappointed  in  the  results  of  legislative  action. 
The  lower  house  passed  a  bill  regulating  the  practice  of 
the  law  as  well  as  the  fee  list,  but  the  Senate  refused  to 
concur,  postponing  its  consideration  to  the  next  session. 
Then  the  House  refused  to  act  upon  a  petition  from  Bristol 
County  for  an  emission  of  paper  money,  and  the  popular 
plan  of  making  real  and  personal  estate  a  tender  at  an  ap- 
praisement in  discharge  of  executions,  was  also  defeated. 
After  having  negatived  these  and  some  other  matters  of 
legislation  demanded  by  the  disaffected,  the  Legislature 
adjourned  early  in  July.  ^ 

Conventions  again      Failing  to  Carry  out  their  propositions  in 
Resorted  to.  tlic  General  Court,  the  reformers  or  "regu- 

lators," as  they  styled  themselves,  sought 
.to  compass  their  ends  by  means  of  county  conventions. 
The  rapidity  with  which  these  meetings  followed  each  other 
points  to  a  preconcerted  plan  to  excite  tlie  people  to  the 

1    Minot's  Insurrections,  pp.  20-32. 
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utmost  tlirougliout  the  Commonwealth,  and  in  the  end 
gain  by  violence  what  they  did  not  succeed  in  accomplish- 
ing by  packing  the  Legislature.  Nothing  so  inflamed  the 
people  as  the  discussion  by  wily  demagogues  of  their  so- 
called  grievances,  and  no  opijortunity  was  better  fitted  to 
that  end  than  these  gatherings.  Voting  themselves  lawful 
and  constitutional  bodies — a  formula  that  was  never  omit- 
ted— seems  to  have  endowed  them  in  the  minds  of  their 
promoters,  with  supreme  power.  While  there  was  nothing 
pertaining  to  government  that  was  not  a  grievance,  their 
principal  and  favorite  method  of  redress  was  the  stoppage 
of  the  courts.  It  was  the  one  thing  the  disaffected  could 
themselves  accomplish.  For  the  rest  they  must  await  the 
formal  action  of  the  constituted  government.  In  the  same 
breath  they  denounced  lawlessness  and  decried  the  only 
constituted  means  by  which  crime  could  be  punished. 
They  belittled  government  in  all  that  pertained  to  its  func- 
tions, and  voted  that  the  safeguards  which  protected  prop- 
erty, and  made  society  possible,  were  grievances  that  ought 
to  be  abated.  By  incendiary  appeals  they  marshalled  the 
forces  of  rebellion,  and  mildly  deprecated  overt  action.  It 
was  a  trick  of  the  demagogues  to  work  up  the  passions  of 
their  followers  to  the  simmering  point,  and  then  serenely 
implore  them  not  to  boil  over. 

The  Opening  Cou-      The  first  of  tliese  conventions  that  set  the 
vention.  forces  of  the  unruly  in  motion,  convened 

at  Worcester,  on  the  15"'  of  August,  five 
weeks  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature.  A  month 
before  the  convention  was  held  a  paper  was  circulated 
throughout  the  County  of  Worcester,  which  received  thou- 
sands of  signatures.  The  subscribers  bound  themselves  to 
use  their  best  endeavors  to  prevent  the  sitting  of  the  Infe- 
rior Court  of  Common  Pleas  or  of  any  other  court  that 
should  attempt  to  take  property  by  distress.  They  also 
agreed  to  prevent  any  public  sales  of  personal  property 
seized  by  distress,  even  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes, till  their  grievances  ^vere  legally  redressed.  ^  In 
this  convention  thirty-seven  towns  were  represented  :  the 
deplorable  state  of  the  times  was  enlarged  upon,  and  a  for- 

1    McMaster's  History  of  the  People  of  the  United  States,  vol.  1,  p.  306. 
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midable  list  of  grievances  paraded  before  the  public.  Tliey 
proclaimed  the  sitting  of  the  General  Court  as  one  of  the 
first  causes  of  discontent  ;  bewailed  the  want  of  a  circula- 
ting medium  ;  complained  of  the  abuses  in  the  practice  of 
the  law  and  the  exorbitance  of  the  fee  table  ;  arraigned 
the  existence  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  ;  denounced 
the  appropriating  of  revenues  derived  from  the  impost  and 
excise  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  securities  ; 
found  fault  with  the  number  of  state  officials  and  their  sal- 
aries ;  objected  to  the  payment  of  money  to  Congress  while 
our  public  accounts  remained  unsettled  ;  and  begged  the 
people  not  to  resort  to  unconstitutional  or  unlawful  meth- 
ods of  redress.  Correspondence  with  other  counties  was 
arranged  for  and  similar  gatherings  rapidly  followed 
throughout  the  State.  The  earliest  response  to  this  appeal 
came  within  a  week,  when  another  gathering  was  had  at 
Hatfield. 

Hatfield  Conven-       Fifty  towus  in  Hampshire  County  were  rep- 
*'°°-  resented  by  delegates  at   this   convention, 

held  on  the  22''  of  August.  This  assembly 
was  convened  in  consequence  of  circular  letters  from  cer- 
tain persons  in  Pelham,  who  had  been  in  all  probability, 
members  of  the  Worcester  convention.  The  meeting  in 
Hatfield  was  three  days  in  session,  and  the  leading  ques- 
tions of  the  day  were  fully  discussed.  Upon  its  action  as 
upon  that  of  the  previous  convention  held  at  the  same 
place  four  years  before,  the  regulators  based  their  authority 
for  open  rebellion,  which  speedily  followed.  Undoubtedly 
Northampton  was  represented  in  this  convention,  though 
nD'TTames  of  delegates  have  come  to  lightV  Having  first 
voted  themselves  a  constitutional  body,  they  adopted  a  list 
of  seventeen  grievances.^  First  among  their  heavy  bur- 
dens was  the  Senate,  then  followed  the  mode  of  representa- 
tion, the  fee  table,  the  method  of  appropriating  the  im- 
post and  excise  duties,  and  the  existence  of  courts  was  not 
forgotten.  Annexed  were  several  recommendations  to  the 
towns,  suggesting  that  they  should  instruct  their  repre- 
sentatives to  endeavor  to  have  the  conclusions  of  this  con- 
vention enacted  by  the  Legislature.     Among  the  recom- 

1     For  list  of  grievances  and  votes,  see  Minot's  Insurrections,  pp.  34,  35. 
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mendations  was  a  demand  for  paper  money  subject  to  de- 
preciation ;  another  proposed  a  revision  of  the  constitution  ; 
still  another  suggested  an  immediate  session  of  the  General 
Court  to  redress  grievances  ;  the  whole  winding  up  with 
the  customary  advice  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  to 
abstain  from  all  unlawful  assemblies,  until  a  constitutional 
method  of  redress  could  be  obtained. 

Result  of  this  As-       Whatever  may  have  been  the  opinion  of 
serabiy.  tliis  Convention,   as  expressed  by  its  vote 

against  mob  violence,  the  real  design  of  its 
instigators  was  to  break  up  the  court  to  be  held  at  North- 
ampton the  following  week.  Mr.  Judd  in  noting  the  choice 
of  delegates  from  Southampton,  adds:  —  "the  design  is  to 
b^eak  up  the  court  next  week.  "^  In  this  "connection  may 
be  stated  the  fact  that  in  September,  Northampton,  after 
having  the  list  of  grievances  set  forth  by  the  convention, 
read  aloud  in  town-meeting,  voted,  "that  the  several  arti- 
cles therein  contained  ought  not  to  be  considered  griev- 
ances, excepting  that  they  were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  was  unnecessary." 

The  hot-headed  regulators  found  in  the  Hatfield  gather- 
ing opportunity  to  air  their  vocabulary  of  oppression  with- 
out check.  Their  harangues  inspired  their  followers  with 
a  determination  to  redress  at  least  one  of  their  grievances, 
and  four  days  afterwards,  on  the  29"'  of  August,  a  mob 
assembled  at  Northampton,  and  opened  the  first  act  in  the 
drama  of  the  Shays  rebellion  in  the  County  of  Hampshire. 

1    Judd's  Diary. 
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SHAYS   REBELLION. 


Opening  Events.  On  tliG  last  TuGsday  ill  the  moiitli  of  August, 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
assembled  in  this  town,  when  it  was  met  by  a  mob  of  armed 
-rioters,  fifteen  hundred  ^  in  number,  determined  to  prevent 
it  from  transacting  any  business.  The  result  of  this  dem- 
onstration is  best  told  in  the  language  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Courts,  who  made  the  following  entry  upon  the  records  :  — 
,  "  Hampshire  ss.  At  the  Court  of  Common  Please  holden 
at  Northampton,  within  and  for  the  County  of  Hampshire 
on  the  last  Tuesday  of  August,  Anno  Dommini,  1786. 

"  Justices  of  the  said  Court  present,  viz. : 

Eleazar  Porter,  Esq. 

John  Bliss,  Esq. 

Samuel  Mather,  Esq. 
' '  Early  in  the  morning  of  this  Day,  there  was  collected  a  considera- 
ble Number  of  Persons  under  Arms  who  paraded  near  the  Court  House, 
with  a  professed  Design  to  prevent  this  court  from  sitting  ;  a  commit- 
tee from  whom  presented  a  Petition  requesting  the  Court  would  not 
proceed  to  do  any  Business ;  the  Court  having  considered  thei*eof, 
thought  proper  to  open  the  same  at  the  House  of  Capt.  Sam'l  Clark, 
Innholder  in  Northampton,  &  having  continued  all  matters  pending  in 
said  Court,  to  the  term  of  this  Court  next  to  be  holden  at  Springfield 
in  &  for  the  County  of  Hampshire  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  Novem- 
ber next,  adjourned  without  day. 

Att.  Robert  Breck,  Cler." 

The  Mob  in  Control.  Armed,  somc  with  muskets,  some  with 
bludgeons,  and  some  with  swords,  with 
drums  beating  and  fifes  playing,  the  mob  held  possession 
of  the  Court-House  till  midnight,  when  they  quietly  dis- 
persed.    They  are  represented  as  having  conducted  them- 

1    Minot's  Insurrections,  p.  37.    The  newspapers  of  the  day  report  that  four  hun- 
dred or  five  hundred  men  were  present. 
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selves  with  ''less  insolence  and  violence,  and  with  more 
sobriety  and  good  order,  than  is  generally  expected  from 
such  a  miscellaneous  crowd  bent  on  such  an  unlawful 
errand."  No  names  of  the  leaders  of  this  demonstration 
have  been  preserved,  and  it  is  not  known  whether  any  of 
the  men  who  were  afterwards  foremost  in  the  rebellion, 
were  conspicuous  in  this  affair  or  not.  Their  design  was 
accomplished  with  ease,  and  for  the  time  being  lawlessness 
was  in  the  ascendant.  Appended  is  the  comment  of  an  ej^e- 
witness :  — 

"  All  is  again  afloat.  No  law,  nor  order.  Prison  full  of  criminals, 
but  none  can  be  punished.  Monarchy  is  better  than  the  Tyranny  of  the 
mob.  Tories  appear  with  pleasant  Countenances  others  with  long 
Faces.'"  Again  he  says:  —  "What  the  consequences  of  these  things 
none  can  tell.     Destruction  seems  to  await  us."  ^ 

The  Governor's  Proc-    Gov.  Bowdoiu  met  these  lawless  proceed- 
lamation.  ings  by  a  vigorous  proclamation,  denounc- 

ing such  treasonable  practices,  and  calling 
upon  every  citizen  and  all  officers,  civil,  military  and  judi- 
cial, to  suppress  any  similar  riotous  assemblages,  and  bring 
their  leaders  to  condign  punishment.  He  also  called  the 
Legislature  together  on  the  18"'  of  October,  But  the 
spread  of  the  disorderly  sentiment  induced  him  to  change 
the  time  of  assembling  to  the  17"'  of  September. 

Demonstrations  Duriug  the  followiug  Week  the  prescribed 
by  the  Rioters  programme  of  stopjDing  the  courts  was  car- 
ried out  in  Worcester.  A  mob  of  three 
hundred  men  and  upwards  took  possession  of  the  Court- 
House,  though  one  of  the  Judges  argued  with  them  two 
hours  without  effect.  The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  ad- 
journed sine  die  and  the  Court  of  Sessions  to  the  21"  of 
November.  On  the  11"'  of  September.  Job  Shattuck  with 
several  hundred  men  prevented  a  session  of  the  courts  in 
Middlesex  County.  The  Court  of  General  Sessions  was  to 
sit  at  Concord  the  following  week,  and  the  Governor 
ordered  out  the  militia  for  its  protection.  Citizens  of  Con- 
cord and  other  towns,  hoping  to  pacify  the  mob  by  lenient 
measures,  appointed  committees  to  confer  with  the  insur- 
gents, and  upon  the  recommendation  of  these  committees, 
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seconded  by  the  Justices  of  the  Court,  that  no  interference 
with  the  Courts  would  be  attempted,  the  order  calling  out 
the  militia  for  Middlesex  was  absolutely  countermanded, 
and  that  for  Bristol  conditionall}^  delayed.  Having  induced 
the  government  to  withdraw  the  troops,  the  insurgents 
broke  faith  with  the  committees,  and  appeared  in  great 
force  at  Concord  under  command  of  Job  Shattuck.  They 
took  possession  of  the  Court-House,  and  prevented  the  ses- 
sion of  the  court.  Simultaneously  with  the  unlawful  acts 
in  Hampshire,  a  convention  was  held  in  Lenox,  Berkshire 
County.  This  body  contained  a  majority  of  conservatives, 
and  the  results  of  its  deliberations  were  not  what  the  mal- 
contents desired  or  expected.  Instead  of  treason  it  pro- 
fessed loyalty  to  the  government,  and  voted  to  support  the 
courts  of  justice.  Contrary  to  its  suggestions,  however, 
when  the  court  opened  at  Great  Barrington,  a  few  days 
afterwards,  a  mob  of  eight  hundred  persons  assembled. 
They  not  only  prevented  the  court  from  sitting,  but  re- 
leased the  prisoners  confined  in  the  jail.  This  mob  went  a 
step  beyond  the  others,  and  compelled  three  of  the  four 
Judges  to  sign  an  agreement  not  to  act  under  their  commis- 
sions till  the  grievances  complained  of  had  been  redressed. 
In  Bristol  County,  though  the  orders  for  assembling  the 
militia  were  partially  countermanded,  yet  the  people  ap- 
peared under  arms,  and  the  courts  were  not  interrupted. 

The  Criminal  Courts     Up  to  tliis  time  the  demonstrations  of  the 
Attacited.  insurgcuts  had  been  confined  to  the  courts 

which  had  power  in  civil  suits  only,  in- 
cluding those  for  the  non-payment  of  debts  and  taxes, 
though  some  opposition  had  also  been  manifested  to  certain 
features  of  the  Probate  Courts.  The  proceedings  of  the 
rioters  against  the  judiciary  brought  them  under  the  cog- 
nizance of  the  criminal  courts,  and  rendered  them  liable  to 
arrest  and  trial  for  treason.  Through  the  same  means  by 
which  they  had  for  the  time  being  escaped  the  payment  of 
their  honest  debts,  they  now  sought  to  evade  punishment 
for  their  misdeeds.  By  silencing  the  criminal  courts  they 
thought  they  could  save  their  necks  in  a  manner  similar  to 
that  by  which  the}^  had  saved  their  money.  To  this  quar- 
ter the  attention  of  the  insurgents  was  now  directed. 
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The  Supreme  Judicial     Little  exciisG  Gxistecl  foi*  an  attack  upon 
Court  Assailed.  tliG  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  but  the  in- 

surgents decided  that  this  too  must  be  dis- 
continued. No  indictments  had  been  found  against  any  of 
the  rioters  by  these  courts  since  the  unlawful  proceedings 
commenced,  and  while  Grand  Juries  were  composed  of  the 
friends  and  neighbors  of  the  criminals,  there  was  little 
likelihood  that  any  such  action  would  be  taken.  But  the 
leaders  of  the  disturbing  element  determined  to  prevent 
the  -higher  co'^rts  from  accomplishing  business  of  any  kind. 
Heretofore  the  government  had  endeavored  to  conciliate 
the  malefactors  by  mild  treatment,  but  this  was  carrying 
opposition  to  the  law  too  far,  and  it  was  decided  to  protect 
the  courts  at  all  hazards.  The  rioters  made  no  attempt  to 
conceal  their  designs,  but  boldly  announced  their  intention 
of  interfering  with  the  fall  session  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  for  Hampshire  County,  soon  to  be  held  at  Springfield. 
Gov.  Bowdoin  took  the  ground  that  no  more  courts  should 
be  "held  up''  with  impunity,  and  invoked  the  aid  of  the 
militia  for  their  protection.  Flushed  with  the  easy  victo- 
ries in  the  eastern  counties,  the  leaders  of  the  insurgents 
were  anticipating  equally  satisfactory  results  in  the  west- 
ern section  of  the  State. 

Some  of  the  insur-     Prominent  gmion^;^  the  leaders  in  Hampshire 
gent  Leaders.  County  wcre  Daniel-Shays  of  Pelham  and 

Luke  Day  of  West  Springfield.  The  latter 
served  through  the  Revolutionary  war,  reaching  the  grade 
of  captain,  and  by  his  bravery  and  skill  earning  the  brevet 
title  of  Major.  He  was  poor,  suffered  in  common  with 
others,  and  was  a  man  of  plausible  speech  and  ready 
tongue,  of  which  he  made  excellent  use  in  stirring  up  and 
keeping  alive  the  prevailing  discontent.  He  gathered  quite 
a  company  of  men,  whom  he  drilled  daily  on  West  Spring- 
field Common,  and  aspired  to  be  a  leader  in  the  movement. 
Associated  with  him  were  Elijah  Day,  Benjamin  Ely  and 
Daniel  Luddington.  Shays,  whose  notoriety  as  leader  gave 
a  name  to  the  movement,  had  also  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, but  left  the  army  in  1780.  Judge  Samuel  Hinckley, 
who  came  to  Northampton  from  Brookfield  in  1781,  gives 
the  following  account  of  Shays^  :  — 
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"Shays  and  a  man  named  Cutler,  (afterwards  Gen.  Cutler),  lived  as 
hired  men  with  Mr.  Hinckley's  father  at  Brookfield,  for  two  years  pre- 
ceding the  Revolutionary  war.  Both  men  were  smart,  active  men,  and 
received  £16  ($53.33)  per  annnm,  when  the  common  price  was  £15  ($50). 
Shays  had  much  taste  for  the  military,  and  the  boys  were  in  the  habit 
of  assembling  with  wooden  guns  and  swords,  and  Shays  would  exercise 
them.  Mr.  Hinckley  had  often  marched  in  that  company.  When  the 
company  of  minute  men  was  formed  in  1774,  Rufus  Putnam  was  Cap- 
tain, and  Shays  and  Cutler  were  Sergeants.  They  had  no  bells  and  no 
cannon  in  Brookfield,  and  all  alarms  were  given  hj  conch  shells.  The 
day  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  the  shells  were  sounded,  and  Capt. 
Putnam's  company  soon  marched.  Capt.  Putnam  was  speedily  promot- 
ed to  the  rank  of  major,  and  Shays  and  Cutler  became  officers  in  a 
short  time.  Shays  continued  in  the  army  till  1780,  when  he  had  the 
rank  of  Lieut.  When  Lafayette  came  over,  he  brought  a  large  number 
of  elegant  swords,  many  of  which  he  gave  to  the  subordinate  officers 
of  the  army.  Shays  received  one  of  them,  but  as  he  had  a  good  one 
already,  he  sold  the  one  given  him  by  Lafayette.  This  excited  the  in- 
dignation of  his  company,  and  of  the  officers  of  his  regiment.  An  out- 
cry was  made  about  his  meanness  in  selling  the  gift  of  Lafayette.  The 
officers  refused  to  associate  with  him.  and  talked  about  trying  him  by 
Court  Martial  for  his  base  conduct.  He  resigned  and  came  home  much 
incensed  against  the  other  officers,  and  even  against  Washington.  He 
was  a  disappointed  man.  The  people  of  Brookfield  censured  him,  and 
even  his  father-in-law,  Capt.  Daniel  Gilbert,  whose  daughter  he  mar- 
ried after  the  war  commenced,  blamed  him,  and  made  severe  remarks 
about  his  selling  the  sword.  He  remained  in  Brookfield  a  few  years 
and  then  removed  to  Pelhani. 

"On  Election  day,  in  May,  1786,  Col.  Porter's  regiment  met  in  Had- 
ley.  and  Shays  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  Pelham  company.  His  ac- 
tivitj'  and  his  officer-like  appearance,  excited  admiration,  and  were  the 
subjects  of  much  conversation." 

The  Affair  in  Spring-     Tuesdav.  September  26"',  was  the  time  ap- 
fleid.  pointed  for  the  regular  session  of  the  Su- 

preme Court  at  Springfield.  Aware  that 
preparations  were  being  made  to  interfere  with  this  court, 
the  Governor  ordered  out  the  militia  of  Ham])shire  Cgimtj, 
and  ,^a\<'  tlie  command  to  Gen.  William  Slie[iUiT(l  o£~^est- 
field.  The  troops  began  to  assemble  on  the  23''.  when  about 
one  hundred  twenty  of  them  took  possession  of  the  Court- 
House,  and  before  the  session  of  the  court  commenced,  one 
thousand  or  more  were  on  the  ground.  The  insurgents, 
under  the  command  of  Shays,  were  of  nearly  equal  num- 
bers, but  were  poorly  armed,  only  about  one  half  of  them 
having  guns.     At  the  appointed  time  the  Judges  appeared 
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and  the  court  was  opened.  But  on  account  of  the  absence 
of  the  Grand  Jury,  most  of  whom  were  under  arms 
guarding  the  Court-House,  no  business  could  be  done. 
Great  numbers  of  people  flocked  into  the  town  during  the 
day,  joining  one  side  or  the  other.  Some  of  the  militia 
companies  ordered  out  to  protect  the  courts,  went  over  to 
the  insurgents  bodily.  For  an  insignia  the  malcontents 
adopted  a  sprig  of  hemlock,  which  each  man  placed  in  his 
hat,  while  the  law  and  order  men  pinned  a  piece  of  white 
paper  to  their  head-gear.  Finding  that  the  government 
party  were  acting  on  the  defensive,  Shays  sent  an  insolent 
demand  to  the  court,  stating  on  what  conditions  he  would 
disband  his  forces.  His  first  requisite  was  that  no  indict- 
ments should  be  found  against  his  men  for  their  acts,  either 
at  Northampton  or  Springfield  ;  he  proposed  that  no  civil 
cases  should  be  tried  except  where  both  parties  were  will- 
ing ;  and  finally  he  demanded  that  the  militia  then  in  the 
field  should  not  be  paid  for  their  services.  A  prompt  and 
vigorous  denial  was  made  to  these  preposterous  proposi- 
tions, the  court  declaring  its  intention  to  execute  the  law 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  statutes.  This 
reply  exasperated  the  rioters  more  than  ever  and  they 
threatened  to  attack  the  militia.  Then  they  whined  to  the 
court,  complaining  that  the  government  forces  had  insulted 
them,  and  would  not  permit  them  to  march  where  they 
pleased.  They  were  told  that  they  could  go  where  they 
wanted  to,  provided  they  behaved  themselves  properly. 
Accordingly  they  paraded  back  and  forth  before  the 
militia,  possibly  with  the  hope  of  intimidating  them.  It  is 
claimed  that  Shays  with  difficulty  prevented  his  followers 
from  firing  upon  the  soldiers.  On  the  third  day,  when  it 
became  apjiarent  that  no  jury  could  be  impaneled,  the  court 
adjourned,  deciding  not  to  attempt  to  open  a  court  in  Berk- 
shire County,  as  had  been  the  custom.  The  militia  re- 
mained upon  the  ground,  and  the  mob,  madder  than  ever, 
threatened  to  drive  them  away.  They  marched  valiantly 
up  and  down  in  front  of  the  government  forces,  but  deem- 
ing "  discretion  the  better  part  of  valor,"  eventually  retired 
to  their  former  position.  Gen.  Shepherd,  considering  the 
arsenal  of  more  importance  than  an  empty  Court-House, 
stationed  his  forces  so  as  to  cover  that  point.     The  insur- 
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gents  at  once  captured  tlie  abandoned  Court-House,  and 
after  enjoying  their  triumph  for  a  single  day,  dispersed. 
Soon  after  the  military  were  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Judd's  Account      Jonathan  Judd  Jr. ,  of  Southampton,  was 

oftheDemonstra-  Que  of  the  men  wlio  Volunteered  at  the  call 
of  the  authorities  to  ojDpose  the  rioters, 
and  at  the  risk  of  some  slight  repetition,  the  following  ex- 
tracts from  his  diary  are  given  :  — 

•'  Tuesday  [Sept.]  26,  1786,  60  or  70  of  the  Militia  set  off  for  Spring- 
field, very  early  to  support  the  Government.  About  8  I  set  out,  some 
from  Westhampton  likewise  got  to  Springfield  about  10.  Militia  at  the 
Court  House  and  the  mob  above  Ferry.  About  1  the  Mob  marched 
down  in  order  and  back :  about  900  armed  and  unarmed.  Government 
upwards  of  1000.  Court  sit  in  the  afternoon.  A  very  sorrowful  day. 
Brother  against  Brother,  Father  against  Son.  The  Mob  threaten  the 
Lives  of  all  that  oppose  them.     Came  away  about  sunset. 

"Wednesday,  27.  Went  with  Dr.  Woodbridge  about  9.  Got  to 
Springfield  by  12.  Lines  are  drawn  and  Centuries  kept  by  each  Party. 
Looks  more  threatening  than  yesterday.  Committees  from  each  have 
met  but  cannot  agree.  Court  did  business  in  tlie  P.  M.  our  situation 
is  truly  deplorable.  An  alarm  about  7 ;  but  rest  of  the  Night  was 
Quiet. 

"  Thursday  28.  Mob  thi'eaten  much  biit  they  are  not  coming.  Those 
who  threaten  most  do  the  least.  The  agreement  nearly  completed  yes- 
terday is  finished.  Militia  march  on  to  the  Hill,  the  Mob  march  and 
countermarch  thro  the  Town.  Militia  discharged  about  3  P.  M.  Mob 
are  high  yet,  not  lowered  tho  [they  have]  lost  their  vim.  I  came  away 
about  5  ;  nothing  but  fire  and  Smoke  where  the  Mob  are. 

"  Fryday  29.     Militia  got  home  in  afternoon." 

other  Volunteers.  No  record  of  the  militia  from  this  town  who 
served  on  this  occasion  has  been  found. 
Undoubtedl}^  Northampton  sent  its  quota,  but  the  muster- 
roll  has  not  been  preserved.  People  who  went  to  Spring- 
field as  lookers-on,  organized  themselves  into  companies  on 
the  spot,  received  arms,  and  joined  the  ranks  of  the  militia, 
A  muster-roll  is  extant  which  contains  the  names  of  eighty 
persons,  who  thus  organized  themselves  after  reaching  the 
scene  of  the  disturbance.     It  bears  this  endorsement  :  — 

"The  above  gentlemen  who  were  spectators  in  the  Great  Mob  at 
Springfield,  Sept.  28,  1786,  at  the  Time  when  the  Insurgents  collected 
to  Break  up  the  Supreme  Court,  and  made  choice  of  Gen.  Warham 
Parks  as  Capt.,  Ruggles  Woodbridge,  1*^  Lieut.,  Col.  Whitmore  2'^  do., 
Lt.  Seth  Colten,  Ensign,  who  chearfully  accepted  the  command  of  the 
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company  &  after  being  organized  were  armed  at  the  Public  Store." 
There  is  a  further  endorsement  of  "  6  doz.  Arms  sent  in  a  Waggon." 

Few  if  any  of  the  persons  named  on  the  roll  were  from 
Northampton,  Levi  Shepherd  being  the  only  one  known  to 
have  belonged  here.  Some  were  from  Southampton,  others 
were  probably  residents  of  Springfield,  West  Springfield, 
Longmeadow  and  Westfield. 

The  Mob  in  Berk-      When  the  court  decided  not  to  hold  a  ses- 
^^''^s-  sion  in  Berkshire  County,  the  malcontents 

therein  professed  to  believe  that  it  was  only 
a  ruse,  and  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting,  appeared 
in  great  force  at  Great  Barrington.  Disappointed  at  not 
finding  any  court  to  overawe,  the  crowd  became  turbulent 
and  vented  their  rage  upon  such  government  officials  and 
supporters  of  existing  laws  as  they  could  lay  their  hands 
upon.  A  number  of  houses  were  searched,  several  persons 
fired  upon,  and  much  lawlessness  perpetrated. 

Legislative  Action  Re-  Meanwhile  the  Legislature  came  together 
sented  by  the  Mob.  a^t^  the  Govemor  in  his  address  strongly 
condemned  the  course  of  the  insurgents. 
Immediately  the  discontented  in  Worcester,  Middlesex  and 
Suffolk  Counties  met  in  conventions  and  drew  up  petitions 
in  which  their  grievances  were  recited  and  legislation  agree- 
able to  their  ideas  suggested.  Other  petitions,  similar  in 
character,  came  from  towns  in  all  sections  of  the  Common- 
wealth. These  documents  were  taken  into  consideration 
by  the  General  Court,  and  a  number  of  acts  calculated  to 
bring  about  a  better  state  of  affairs,  were  passed.  The 
action  of  the  Governor  in  calling  out  the  militia  was  ap- 
proved, and  i^ayment  for  their  services  voted.  While  the 
session  was  in  progress,  the  time  came  for  holding  the  Su- 
preme Court  at  Taunton,  and  effectual  means  were  provided 
for  its  protection.  Similar  preparations  were  made  to  pro- 
tect the  court  to  be  holden  at  Cambridge  the  following- 
week. 

Shays  Musters  his      On  the  23''  of  October,  Shays  issued  an  order 
^°'^'=®^-  from  his  headquarters    at  Pelham  to   the 

selectmen  in  the  different  towns  in  Hamp- 
shire County,  requesting  them,  inasmuch  as  the  General 
Court  had  determined  to  punish  all  who  appeared  to  stop 
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the  courts,  to  assemble  tlieir  men  together,  ''to  see  that 
they  were  well  armed  and  equipped  with  sixty  rounds  each 
man,  and  to  be  ready  to  turn  out  at  a  minute's  warning ; 
likewise  to  be  properly  organized  with  officers."^  The 
House  of  Representatives  had  manifested  a  desire  to  tem- 
porize, but  this  defiance  of  Shays  seemed  to  brace  them  up, 
and  a  bill  was  passed  to  suspend  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act, 
and  to  empower  the  Governor  to  arrest  and  imprison  with- 
out bail  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion.  Among  the  measures 
passed  by  the  Legislature  for  the  relief  of  the  prevailing 
distress,  were  :  —  a  provision  for  collecting  the  arrear  of 
taxes  in  specific  articles,  an  act  making  real  and  personal 
estate  a  tender  in  discharge  of  executions,  and  for  render- 
ing law  processes  less  expensive,  as  well  as  a  promise  that 
in  future,  if  possible,  the  sessions  of  the  General  Court 
should  be  held  in  Boston.  A  riot  act  was  also  passed  im- 
posing penalties  upon  all  who  were  in  rebellion,  such  as 
confiscation  of  property,  punishment  by  whipping,  impris- 
onment, etc.  At  the  same  time  indemnity  was  provided 
by  which  all  who  submitted  according  to  the  terms  offered 
should  be  pardoned.  After  a  session  of  two  months,  on  the 
18"'  of  November,  the  Legislature  adjourned,  having  in 
addition  to  its  other  proceedings  issued  an  address  to  the 
people.  Its  acts,  however,  did  not  satisfy  the  malcontents, 
and  they  were  as  bold  and  defiant  as  ever.  Construing  the 
leniency  of  the  government  as  an  indication  of  weakness, 
the  mob  continued  the  business  of  holding  conventions  and 
stopping  the  courts  as  vigorously  as  before.  A  convention 
was  at  once  held  in  Worcester  County,  which  adopted  an 
address  to  the  public,  in  which  the  action  of  the  Legisla- 
ture was  strongly  condemned.  The  course  of  the  mob  in 
opposing  the  courts  was  also  disapproved  and  the  people 
advised  not  to  do  so  any  more.  Before  this  document  was 
issued  the  mob  assembled  at  Worcester,  when  the  Novem- 
ber term  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  came  on,  and 
succeeded  in  preventing  it  from  transacting  any  business. 

The  Government  De-     Mcasurcs  Were  at  ouce  taken  by  the  Gov- 
cidesto  Protect  the     emor  to  arrest  the  leaders  of  the  mob  and 

Judiciarj'.  j        j      ji  r-m  •ti- 

protect  the  courts.       ihe  militia  were 
ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  active  service, 

1    Hampshire  Gazette,  Nov.  1.5,  1786. 
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and  warrants  for  the  arrest  of  tlie  most  prominent  men 
among  the  insurgents  were  issued.  As  the  time  approached 
for  holding  the  December  term  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  at  Cambridge,  indications  of  disturbance  appeared, 
and  Gov.  Bowdoin  ordered  seven  regiments  of  militia  to 
be  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice.  Another  attempt 
to  placate  the  mob,  similar  to  that  which  had  been  so  un- 
successfully tried  a  short  time  before,  was  made.  Prom- 
ises were  given  by  influential  citizens  that  if  the  insurgents 
would  make  no  demonstration,  the  soldiers  would  not  ap- 
pear. In  spite  of  this  pledge,  which  was  readily  accepted 
by  the  agitators,  a  large  body  of  them  gathered  at  Concord, 
expecting  reinforcements  from  Bristol,  Hampshire  and 
Worcester.  But  the  militia  received  no  orders  to  march. 
This  new,  but  by  no  means  unexpected  act  of  duplicity, 
led  the  Governor  to  take  more  decisive  action,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  horsemen  was  quickly  dispatched  to  arrest  the 
leaders.  In  a  short  time  Parker,  Page  and  Shattuck,  were 
in  the  hands  of  the  law.  The  latter  fought  bravely  for  his 
liberty,  and  was  sorely  wounded. 

A  Demonstration  at     Early  in  December,  a  thousand  men  were 
Worcester.  gathered  at  Worcester  under  command  of 

Shays,  most  of  whom  were  billeted  upon 
the  inhabitants.  Among  the  reinforcements  drawn  from 
this  county  were  about  one  hundred  fifteen  men  from 
Belchertown,  West  Springfield  and  Longmeadow,  com- 
manded by  Luke  Day.  In  addition  to  the  men  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Day  when  he  reached  Leicester, 
about  fifty  more  followed  and  afterwards  joined  him.  Fol- 
lowing is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Springfield,  dated 
Dec.  4,  1786:  — 

"  By  the  best  accounts  I  can  get,  Capt.  Day  received  orders  yesterday, 
by  express,  from  Capt.  Shays,  to  march  to  Worcester,  all  the  men  he 
could  raise.  He  hath  spared  no  pains  to  collect  them.  However  I  ex- 
pect two-thirds  of  the  men  whom  he  expects,  will  fail  him.  Perhaps 
his  party  from  Westfield  and  West  Springfield  will  consist  of  100  or  300 
men.  The  mob  party  from  Long  Meadow  have  this  moment  arrived, 
after  two  or  three  expresses  sent  them  ;  but  their  number  is  only  four 
poor  boys."  ^ 

1     Hampshire  Gazette,  Dec.  20,  1786. 
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The  Mob  Excited.  WliGii  the  iiews  of  the  aiTGst  of  the  insur- 
gent leaders  reached  Worcester,  great  ex- 
citement ensued.  Some  were  ready  to  give  up  the  struggle 
and  return  home  ;  others  were  in  favor  of  marching  to 
Boston  to  release  them.  The  weather  was  extremely  cold, 
the  roads  blocked  by  huge  drifts  of  snow,  and  many  of  the 
insurgents  were  disinclined  to  fight  both  the  government 
and  the  elements.  While  there  was  little  to  fear  from  any 
movement  by  the  mob  upon  Boston,  precautions  were  taken 
to  secure  the  chief  city  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  mili- 
tia of  Middlesex  were  put  under  marching  orders,  and  the 
chief  command  given  to  Gen.  Lincoln. 

Shays  Retreats.  Instead  of  advauciug,  however,  Shays  re- 
treated, and  then  commenced  the  real  suf- 
ferings of  his  part5^  With  the  mercury  far  below  zero, 
the  snow  deep  and  much  drifted,  with  scarce  any  provi- 
sions, and  marching  through  a  country  in  which  they 
found  little  sympathy,  the  retreat  became  disastrous  and 
disheartening  in  the  extreme.  Cold  and  hungry,  weak  and 
exhausted,  many  of  them  were  frozen  to  death,  and  scarce 
any  escaped  without  marks  of  frost  upon  their  persons. 
Notwithstanding  these  hardships  the  leaders  managed  to 
keep  their  men  together,  and  very  few  of  them  disbanded. 
Shays  with  the  largest  contingent  retreated  to  Rutland, 
where  he  remained  some  time. 

Northampton  Greets  Many  of  the  mob,  howcver,  had  had 
the  Mob.  enough   of    winter   campaigning,    and  set 

out  for  home  as  soon  as  possible.  A  squad 
of  Berkshire  malcontents  marched  through  this  town  on 
their  homeward  way.  The  reception  they  met  with  and 
its  results  are  thus  reported  in  the  Hampshire  Gazette  of 
December  13*"  :  — 

"  On  Monday  last,  as  a  party  of  the  Berkshire  insurgents  were  return- 
ing from  Worcester,  through  this  town,  a  little  ludicrous  jocularity 
from  six  or  eight  of  the  unarmed  inhabitants,  produced  abusive  and 
insulting  language,  and  even  a  violent  onset  with  swords,  guns,  bayo- 
nets ;  some  of  each  party  were  badly  wounded  in  the  rencountre,  which 
must  have  ended  seriously,  had  not  the  speedy  and  timely  collection  of 
the  inhabitants,  under  their  proper  officers  prevented. 

' '  The  affair  was  hapily  terminated  by  a  compromise ;  although  by 
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information  from  some  of  the  insurgents  and  others,  some  kind  of  in- 
jury to  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  was  evidently  preconcerted. 

"  From  the  present  inflammable  temper  of  many  minds,  the  necessity 
of  avoiding  even  the  smallest  appearance  of  rudeness  and  insult,  will 
be  realized  by  every  worthy  member  of  society.  In  such  circumstances, 
even  common  jocularity  may  be  misconstrued  and  eventually  attended 
with  consequences  that  must  make  humanity  shudder  !  and  fill  every 
man  of  feeling  and  sensibility  with  horror  ! 

"  On  the  evening  of  the  11'^'  inst.  William  Hartley,  one  of  the  insur- 
gents, returning  through  this  town  to  Williamsburg,  his  place  of  resi- 
dence, was  unfortunately,  (being  much  fatigued)  overcome  with  the 
intense  severity  of  the  weather.  His  body  was  found  the  next  morn- 
ing near  the  road  to  Mill-stone  Mountain  Plain,  by  some  of  the  same 
party,  who  applied  to  the  coronor  to  summon  his  Inquest,  whose  ver- 
dict after  regular  process,  was  that  he  came  to  his  death  by  the  mis- 
chance of  severe  cold." 

An  Important  Con-  Oil  Tuesday,  November  7'*',  in  obedience  to 
vention.  ^j^g  siimmons  of  Col.  Bonney,  a  convention 

consisting  of  thirty-two  delegates  from 
twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  towns  assembled  at  Hadley, 
which  continued  in  session  three  days.  Its  first  business 
was  to  appoint  a  committee  "to  consider  and  draft  an 
answer  to  the  late  publications  in  the  Hampshire  Herald 
and  Gazette,  under  the  signature  of  Old  Republican." 
This  (to  judge  by  the  time  the  convention  spent  upon  it) 
seems  to  have  been  considered  as  much  the  greatest  griev- 
ance. They  also  resolved  that  the  office  of  Registry  of 
Deeds  and  the  Courts  of  Probate  as  constituted  by  law,  were 
grievances.  A  committee  was  also  appointed  to  correspond 
with  the  standing  committees  of  other  counties,  and  a  vote 
was  passed  to  send  letters  to  such  towns  in  the  county  as 
were  not  represented.  The  convention  then  adjourned  to 
meet  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Dickinson  in  Hatfield,  on  the 

_  j5-Qf  January,  1787.  The  committee  appointed  to  reply  to 
Old  Republican,  declined  to  serve.  The  convention  met 
agreeably  to  adjournment,  and  issued  an  address,  advising 
the  insurgents  to  lay  aside  their  arms  and  petition  the  Leg- 
islature "  for  a  redress  of  our  grievances,"  and  once  more 

\adjourned  to  meet  at  Mr.  Goodman's,  innholder  in  Hadley, 
oil  the  third  Tuesday  in  March.  But  before  that  time  the 
backbone  of  the  rebellion  had  been  broken,  and  nothing 
more  concerning  its  jDroceedings  has  been  recorded.     Con- 
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ventions  had  lost  their  hold  upon  the  community.  They 
had  become  the  mouthpiece  of  the  mob,  and  many  towns 
in  the  county  refused  to  send  delegates  to  this  one.  All 
that  had  been  accomplished  by  them  seems  to  have  been  by 
the  rule  of  contraries.  Each  one  of  them  advocated  the 
a,bolition  of  the  courts,  but  voted  against  armed  opposition 
to  them.  It  is  a  fact  that  only  in  the  counties  in  which 
conventions  had  been  held,  had  open  rebellion  and  outrage 
actually  taken  place.  Now  on  the  eve  of  the  greatest  con- 
flict between  the  rebels  and  the  government,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  lay  down  arms  and  petition.  The  same  rule  of 
contraries  still  applied. 

The  Rebels  State      Emboldened  by  their  success  in  breaking  up 
their  Case.  ^he  courts  in  Worccster  County,  the  insur- 

gents next  turned  their  attention  to  those  of 
Hampshire.  Their  first  demonstration  was  an  address  to 
the  people,  issued  by  Daniel  Gray,  chairman  of  a  commit- 
tee appointed  for  that  purpose.  It  was  dated  at  Worcester, 
and  in  it  were  cited  the  "principal  causes  of  the  late  ris- 
ings of  the  people,  and  also  of  their  present  movement." 
They  were  in  brief  : — the  "  present  expensive  mode  of  collect- 
ing debts,  which  by  reason  of  the  great  scarcity  of  cash, 
will  fill  the  jails,  and  thereby  render  a  reputable  body  of 
people  incapable  of  being  serviceable  either  to  themselves 
or  the  community  ;"  the  money  "  raised  by  impost  and  ex- 
cise being  appropriated  to  discharge  the  interest  of  govern- 
ment securities  and  not  the  foreign  debt  when  these  securi- 
ties are  not  subject  to  taxation;"  "a  suspension  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  ;"  "  the  unlimited  power  granted  to 
civil  officers  by  the  riot  act,"  and  "  indemnifying  them  in 
the  prosecution  thereof,"  when  they  are  actuated  by  mo- 
tives of  "revenge,  hatred  and  envy."  Following  this  list 
of  grievances  was  a  communication  from  Thomas  Grover, 
dated  at  Worcester,  in  which  "in  defence  of  the  rights  and 
l^rivileges  of  the  yjeople  "  he  demands  :  —  the  removal  of  the 
General  Court  from  Boston  ;  a  revision  of  the  constitution  ; 
stopping  the  payment  of  interest  on  government  securities 
that  had  been  purchased  by  speculators  at  a  discount ;  the 
.sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  and 
the  payment  of  the  proceeds  towards  the  domestic  debt ; 
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the  money  raised  by  impost  and  excise  to  be  used  to  dis- 
charge the  foreign  debt ;  the  repeal  of  the  supplementary 
aid  act ;  "the  total  abolition  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  and  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  ; "  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  office  of  Deputy  Sheriff,  and  that  constables  be 
empowered  to  do  their  duties.  These  documents  were  pub- 
lished in  the  Hampshire  Gazette  of  Dec.  27.  The  next 
week  a  communication  appeared  in  the  same  paper,  stating 
that  Thomas  Grover,  who  belonged  in  Montague,  hearing 
that  a  movement  was  on  foot  to  capture  him,  "  with  his 
usual  presence  of  mind  and  wonted  audacity,  boldly  put 
on  his  snow  shoes  and  took  to  the  woods  to  secure  himself 
from  the  danger  and  duplicate  grievance  of  being  taken 
and  brought  to  justice." 

A  Committee  of  In  Order  the  better  to  carry  out  their  de- 
strategy,  signs,  the  rebel  leaders  sought  to  organize 
their  forces,  and  a  committee  of  seventeen 
was  chosen  from  among  the  companies  in  the  county  to 
accomplish  this  end.  The  list  contains  no  name  from 
Northampton. 

The  Demonstration     Notwithstanding  this  war  of  words  on  the 
at  Springfield.  p^j.^  Qf  ^^Le  regulators,  no  demonstration 

was  made  by  either  party,  either  to  assail 
or  protect  the  courts.  A  court  met  at  Springfield  on  the 
26^''  of  December.  The  following  account  of  what  took 
place  at  that  time  is  copied  from  the  Hampshire  Gazette  of 
January  3,  1787:  — 

"  The  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  by  the  late  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  were  directed  to 
be  holden  at  Springfield,  on  the  26"'  ult.  In  the  morning  of  that  day 
a  number  of  armed  men  took  possession  of  the  ground  near  the  Court 
House,  with  an  avowed  design  to  prevent  the  Justices  entering  the 
house.  A  committee  from  the  insurgents  waited  on  the  Justices  with 
a  request,  that  the  courts  might  not  be  opened,  and  intimations  were 
given  that  very  disagreeable  consequences  would  follow,  in  case  of  non- 
compliance, and  sentinels  were  placed  at  the  door  of  the  room  where 
the  Justices  had  assembled.  As  no  Jurors  had  been  summoned,  and  no 
business  was  proposed  to  be  done,  if  there  bad  been  no  opposition,  ex- 
cept choosing  a  Clerk,  and  so  no  force  had  been  collected  or  attempted 
to  be  collected  to  support  the  courts,  the  Justices  present  thought  it 
prudent  and  necessary  to  inform  the  said  committee  that  the  courts 
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would  not  be  opened  at  that  time.  The  committee  requested  an  answer 
in  writing ;  the  Justices  informed  them,  if  they  expected  a  written 
answer,  they  must  exhibit  their  request  in  writing ;  they  retired  and 
soon  after  produced  their  written  request,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy : — 

"Springfield,  Dec.  26,  1786. 
"  We  request  the  Hon.  Judges  of  this  Court,  not  to  open  said  Court  at  this  term  nor 
do  any  kind  of  business  whatsoever,  but  all  kinds  of  business  remain  as  though  no 
such  court  had  been  appointed. 

Luke  Day 
Daniel  Shays 
Thomas  Grover." 

'•  To  which  the  following  answer  was  returned :  — 

"  Springfield,  Dec.  26,  1786. 
"  The  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  now  assembled  at  Springfield,  in  consideration  of  the  opposition  made  to  the 
opening  of  the  said  Courts,  have  determined  not  to  do  any  business  or  open  the  said 
Courts  this  term. 

Eleazar  Porter." 

"Soon  after  which  the  insurgents  amounting  as  was  supposed  to 
about  300  quietly  dispersed." 

The  Government       When  the  report  of  the  above  transaction 
■^cts.  reached  Boston,  the  government  determined 

to  take  vigorous  and  effective  measures  to 
support  the  laws.  The  January  session  of  the  courts  for 
Worcester  County  was  at  hand,  and  they  must  be  thor- 
oughly and  effectively  protected.  It  was  decided,  there- 
fore, to  raise  an  army  of  four  thousand  four  hundred  men 
to  serve  for  thirty  days  and  crush  the  rebellion.  The 
quotas  from  Hampshire  and  Worcester  Counties  were  the 
largest  and  comprised  twelve  hundred  men  each.  Those 
from  this  county  were  to  rendezvous  at  Springfield  on  the 
18'^''  of  January.  The  command  was  conferred  on  Major 
Benj.  Lincoln.  There  was  no  money  in  the  State  Treasury 
to  meet  the  expenditure  entailed  by  this  proceeding  and  no 
means  of  providing  for  it  at  such  short  notice.  This  diffi- 
culty was  surmounted  by  the  efforts  of  a  number  of  pat- 
riotic citizens  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  voluntarily 
loaned  to  the  government  the  sum  needed.  It  was  subse- 
quently repaid  by  a  vote  of  the  Legislature.  An  address 
was  issued  by  the  Governor,  in  which  he  enumerated  the 
measures  taken  to  enforce  the  laws,  and  called  upon  the 
people  to  co-operate  with  the  government  in  restoring  order, 
harmony  and  peace  within  the  Commonwealth. 
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The  Insurgents  Pre-     The  addi'ess  of  the  GovemoF  was   dated 
pare  to  Resist.  i[^q  jg*''  of  January.     On  the  15*'',  the  in- 

surgents presented  a  manifesto,  signed  by 
Shays  and  four  other  leaders,  to  the  company  officers 
throughout  the  county,  urging  the  assembling  of  their 
commands,  well  armed  and  equipped  with  ten  days'  pro- 
visions, and  that  they  march  in  season  to  be  at  or  near  Dr. 
Hinds  in  Pelham,  by  Friday,  the  19"'  inst.  In  this  docu- 
ment it  is  asserted  that  the  "  Governor  and  his  adherents  " 
had  not  only  determined  to  support  the  courts  "by  the 
point  of  the  sword,"  "  but  to  crush  the  power  of  the  people 
at  one  bold  stroke,  and  render  them  incapable  of  ever  op- 
posing the  cruel  power,  Tyranny  by  bringing  those  who 
have  steped  forth  to  ward  off  the  evil  that  threatens  the 
people  with  immediate  ruin,  to  an  unconditioned  submis- 
sion, and  their  leaders  with  an  infamous  punishment."  ^ 

The  Arsenal  to  be      In  Springfield  had  been  established  during 
Seized.  i\^q  Revolutiou  a  Federal  arsenal.     It  was 

located  on  the  site  of  the  present  Armory, 
and  contained  a  number  of  muskets  and  a  few  field-pieces, 
besides  a  small  amount  of  military  stores.  Shays  and  his 
party  determined  to  seize  this  depository  before  the  soldiers 
under  Gen.  Lincoln  should  arrive.  Gen.  Shepherd,  in  ac- 
cordance with  orders  from  headquarters,  at  once  occupied 
the  post.  He  had  under  him  about  twelve  hundred^  men, 
militia  of  Hampshire  County.  A  large  number  of  these 
men  were  from  towns  in  this  vicinity,  many  of  whom  had 
collected  at  Northampton  on  the  17"'  of  January.  On  the 
morning  of  the  following  day,  about  one  hundred  sleighs, 
filled  with  soldiers,  left  this  town  for  Springfield.  About 
one  hundred  thirty  of  them  were  from  Northampton  and 
between  fifty  and  sixty  from  Southampton.  Nearly  all  the 
people  of  the  Hamptons  and  Hadleys  were  on  the  side  of 
the  government.  The  insurgents  or  regulators  began  to 
collect  at  West  Springfield  on  the  19"',  and  on  the  21'', 
their  number  at  that  place  was  three  hundred  fifty,  which 
was  soon  increased  to  five  hundred  or  six  hundred.     They 

1  Hampshire  Gazette,  Jan'y  24"',  1787. 

2  The  newspapers  of  the  day  put  the  number  at  fifteen  hundred,  and  Dr.  Holland 
gives  it  as  eleven  hundred. 
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were  commanded  by  Capt,  Luke  Day,  ^  Another  body  of 
four  hundred  insurgents  from  Berkshire,  commanded  by 
Eli  Parsons,  was  at  Chicopee,  while  Shays  with  eleven 
hundred  more  was  approaching  along  the  "Bay  Path." 
Gen,  Lincoln  was  at  Worcester  on  the  2V\  The  intention 
of  the  rebels  was  to  attack  and  defeat  Gen,  Shepherd's 
small  force  before  the  commander-in-chief  should  arrive. 

Efforts  to  Combine  Conuecticut  Rivcr  intervened  between  the 
the  Rebel  Forces.  divisious  of  Day  and  Shays.  On  the  24^" 
of  January,  the  latter  sent  a  messenger  to 
Day,  informing  him  that  he  should  attack  Gen,  Shepherd 
the  next  day,  and  urging  Daj'-  to  cross  the  river  to  his 
assistance.  But  Day  was  not  ready,  and  sent  back  word 
that  he  could  not  co-operate  in  the  attack  till  the  26"',  On 
his  return  the  messenger  was  captured  and  his  dispatch 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Gen,  Shepherd,  Ignorant  of  the 
decision  of  Day,  Shays,  expecting  his  assistance,  advanced 
at  the  appointed  time. 

Day  Summons  Gen.      Before  Shays  appeared.  Day,  relying  upon 
Shepherd  to  Sur-      ^]jq  g^fg  trausmissiou  of  his  dispatch,  sent 

the  following  summons  to  Gen,  Shepherd. 
In  all  probability  he  believed  that  his  missive  would  end 
the  strife,  and  that  the  glory  of  the  victory  would  fall  to 
him, 

"Head  Quarters,  West  Springfield,  Jany  25,  1787, 
"  The  body  of  the  people  assembled  in  arms,  adhering  to  the  first  prin- 
ciples in  natural  self-preservation,  do  in  the  most  peremptory  manner 
demand, 

"1.    That  the  troops  in  Springfield  lay  down  their  arms. 
"  2.     That  their  arms  be  deposited  in  the  public  stores,  under  the  care 
of  the  proper  officers,  to  be  returned  to  their  owners  at  the  termination 
of  the  present  contest. 

"3.    That  the  troops  return  to  their  homes  on  parole. 
"To  the  commanding  officer  at  Springfield,  Jan.  25,  1787. 

Luke  Day,  Commandant  of  this  division." 
On  the  back  was  this  endorsement. 

"By  Col.  Eli  Parsons." 

1    Hampshire  Gazette,  Jan'y  29"',  1834. 
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A  Proposition  from      On  tliG  Same  day  Sliays  sent  a  communica- 
shays.  tion  to  Gen.  Lincoln,  in  wliicli  be  proposed 

that  the  government  troops  should  be  in- 
stantly disbanded,  that  every  person  identified  in  any  way 
with  the  uprisings  should  be  indemnified  in  their  persons 
and  proper tj'-  until  the  sitting  of  the  next  Legislature,  that 
no  one  should  be  molested  or  injured  on  account  of  rebel- 
lious acts  until  a  fair  hearing  had  been  given  in  the  next 
General  Court  respecting  the  matters  of  complaint  by  the 
people,  and  that  all  prisoners  on  account  of  the  troubles 
should  be  surrendered  without  punishment.  On  these  con- 
ditions the  rebels  would  laj^  down  their  arms  and  disperse. 
Gen.  Lincoln  received  this  document  when  within  two 
days'  march  of  Springfield.  The  principal  object  of  Shays 
in  writing  it  was  to  delay  the  march  of  the  government 
troops,  and  prevent  them  from  aiding  in  the  defense  of  the 
arsenal.  But  Gen.  Lincoln  was  not  to  be  hoodwinked  by 
any  propositions  of  such  a  nature.  Not  considering  the 
petition  worthy  of  an  answer,  he  pressed  forward  with  all 
speed  to  relieve  Shepherd,  and  issued  orders  for  the  Middle- 
sex militia  to  march  to  Springfield  with  all  haste. 

The  Fight  at  Spring-     Shays  reached  Wilbraham  on  the  24"',  and 
field.  ii^Q  next  morning  the  government  party     ^ 

sent  a  message  to  warn  Gen.  Shepherd. 
The  messenger  reached  Springfield  in  time  for  all  neces- 
sary preparations  to  be  made,  and  when  Shays  arrived  he 
found  everything  in  readiness  to  receive  him.  Gen.  Shep- 
herd's dispatch  to  Gov.  Bowdoin  concerning  this  engage- 
ment is  as  follows.  It  states  the  facts  graphically,  covers 
the  ground  completely,  and  is  altogether  the  best  descrip- 
tion of  the  fight  that  has  come  to  hand  :  — 

"  Springfield.  January  26.  1787. 
"  Sir  :  The  unhapy  time  is  come  in  which  we  have  been  obliged  to 
shed  blood.  Shays,  who  was  at  the  head  of  about  1200  men.  marched 
yesterday  afternoon,  about  four  o'clock  towards  the  public  buildings, 
■in  battle  array.  He  marched  his  men  in  open  column  by  platoons.  I 
sent  several  times  by  one  of  my  aids,  and  two  other  gentlemen.  Cap- 
tains Buffington  and  Woodbridge,  to  know  what  he  was  after,  or  what 
he  wanted.  His  reply  was,  he  wanted  barracks  and  barracks  he  would 
have,  and  stores.  The  answer  returned  was,  he  must  purchase  them 
dear,  if  he  had  them.  He  still  proceeded  on  his  march,  until  he  ap- 
proached within  250  yards  of  the  arsenal.     He  then  made  a  halt.     I  im- 
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mediately  sent  Maj.  Lj-man.  one  of  my  Aids,  and  Capt.  Buffington,  to 
inform  him  not  to  march  his  troops  any  nearer  the  arsenal  on  his  peril, 
as  I  was  stationed  here  by  order  of  yonr  Excellency  aud  the  Secretary 
at  War,  for  the  defence  of  the  public  property  ;  in  case  he  did  I  should 
surely  fire  on  him  and  his  men.  A  Mr.  Wheeler,  who  appeared  to  be 
one  of  Shays  Aids,  met  Mr.  Lyman,  after  he  had  delivered  my  orders 
in  the  most  peremptory  manner,  and  made  answer,  that  that  was  all  he 
wanted.     Mr.  Lyman  returned  with  his  answer. 

"  Shays  immediatelj-  put  his  troops  in  motion  &  marched  on  rapidly 
near  one  hundred  yards.  I  then  ordered  Major  Stephens,  who  com- 
manded the  artillery,  to  fire  on  them,  he  accordingly  did.  The  two 
first  shot  he  endeavored  to  overshoot  them,  in  hopes  they  would  have 
taken  warning  without  firing  among  them,  but  it  had  no  effect  on 
them.  Maj.  Stephens  then  directed  his  shot  through  the  centre  of  his 
column.  The  fourth  or  fifth  shot  put  the  whole  column  into  the  utmost 
confusion.  Shays  made  an  attempt  to  display  the  column,  but  in  vain. 
We  had  one  howit  which  was  loaded  with  grape  shot,  which  when 
fired,  gave  them  great  uneasiness.  Had  I  been  disposed  to  destroy 
them,  I  might  have  charged  upon  their  rear  and  flanks  with  my 
infantry  and  the  two  field  pieces,  and  could  have  killed  the  greater  part 
of  the  whole  army  within  five  minutes.  There  was  not  a  single  musket 
fired  on  either  side. 

"I  found  three  men  dead  upon  the  spot,  and  one  wounded,  who  is 
since  dead.  One  of  our  artillery  men,  by  inattention  was  badly 
wounded. 

"Three  muskets  were  taken  up  with  the  dead,  which  were  all  deeply 
loaded.     I  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  paper  sent  me  last 
evening.     I  have  received  no  reinforcements   yet,  and  expect  to  be 
attacked  this  day  by  their  whole  force  combined. 
"  I  am  Sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

William  Shephard. 

"  His  Excellency  James  Bowdoin,  Esq." 

The  Killed.  The  paper  referred  to  above  was  Day's  sum- 

mons to  surrender,  already  given.  The 
names  of  the  killed  were  Ezekiel  Root  of  Gill  (his  brother 
Solomon  Root  of  Gill  asked  for  the  body  on  the  26*''),  Ariel 
Webster  of  Gill  (his  brother  William  Webster  of  Gill 
asked  for  his  body  on  the  26"'),  John  Hunter  of  Shelburne 
(a  friend  asked  for  his  body),  and  Jabez  Spicer  of  Leyden. 
Jeremiah  McMillen  of  Pelham  was  wounded  and  missing. 

Shays  Retreats.         Too  much  demoralized  to  make  another  at- 
tack, the  discomfited  regulators  continued 
their  flight  for  ten  miles,  halting  only  when  they  reached 
Liidlow. 
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Day  makes  no  Move-     Day  relying  upon  tlie  effect  of  his  sum- 
"^^"*-  mons  to  Gen.  Shepherd,  remained  inactive 

at  West  Springfield,  waiting  for  the  gov- 
ernment troops  to  march  over  to  his  encampment,  deliver 
up  their  arms  and  render  themselves  prisoners.  The  sound 
of  Shepherd's  cannon  failed  to  arouse  him,  and  he  made  no 
movement.  On  Friday,  the  36"',  Shays  formed  a  junction- 
with  Col.  Eli  Parsons  at  Chicopee,  and  on  Saturday;^ 
night  retreated  to  Amherst.  Gen.  Lincoln  was  too  near  at" 
hand  and  he  had  no  stomach  for  another  fight.  Two  hun- 
dred of  his  men  had  already  deserted  and  others  were  only 
too  anxious  to  follow  their  example. 

Incidents  at  South     On  Saturday,  the  27"',  a  large  party  of  the 
Hadiey.  iusurgeuts,  Said  to  be  about  five  hundred  in 

number,  passed  through  South  Had  ley. 
They  had  been  fed  at  Butts'  tavern,  where  they  found  sym- 
pathizers. When  opposite  Smith's  tavern,  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  south  of  the  meeting-house,  they  were  fired 
upon  by  a  number  of  government  soldiers  concealed  in  an 
outhouse.  Adj.  Amos  Call,  son  of  Samuel  Call  of  Monta- 
gue, was  killed,  and  Joseph  Bellows  of  Palmer,  who  was  an 
acting  captain,  severely  wounded.  These  two  men  who 
were  dressed  in  some  kind  of  uniform,  acted  as  oflBcers, 
and  the  soldiers  thought  one  of  them  was  Shays.  In  a 
short  time  the  latter  came  up  with  the  rest  of  his  forces, 
and  said  that  if  another  gun  was  fired  from  the  house  he 
would  burn  it  to  the  ground.  Mne  men  were  captured  by 
the  insurgents,  and  carried  to  Amherst,  where  they  were 
released.  The  men  who  fired  from  Smith's  horse  shed  were 
Cotton  Graves  and  Martin  Cooley  of  Sunderland,  and 
Ebenezer  Barnard  of  Mill  River,  Deerfield.  One  gun  was 
fired  from  Smith's  chamber  window,  as  was  said,  by  Josiah 
Smith.  There  was  more  random  firing  by  both  parties, 
but  no  one  else  was  injured.  This  firing  at  Smith's  alarmed 
the  people  in  the  neighborhood.  They  were  afraid  of  vio- 
lence from  Shays'  party,  and  several  families  left  their 
houses.  Shays'  men  broke  into  these  houses  and  helped 
themselves.  They  took  from  the  house  of  Major  Good- 
man two  barrels  of  rum,  his  account-books,  various  arti- 
cles of  furniture,  stripped  the  beds,  and  broke  the  windows. 
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Tliey  also  broke  into  the  liouse  of  Col,  Woodbridge,  ran- 
sacked it,  and  took  many  articles  from  other  houses  in  the 
neighborhood.  Every  house  they  entered  was  stripped  of 
provisions  and  much  valuable  property  was  destroyed. 
Shays  tried  to  prevent  this  lawlessness,  but  without  avail. 
After  reaching  South  Hadley,  Shays  and  his  party  turned 
eastward  to  Moody's  Corner,  and  crossed  by  the  notch  in 
the  mountain  to  Amherst,  where  they  arrived  about  eight 
o'clock  Saturday  night. 

Movements  of  Gen.      On   the   22'\  Geu.  Liucolu  and   his   army 
Lincoln.  arrived   at  Worcester,    and    his    troops 

reached  Springfield  on  Friday  and  Satur- 
day, Jan.  26*''  and  27*''.  On  Saturday  he  marched  against 
Day  at  West  Springfield,  crossing  the  river  on  the  ice,  Gen. 
Shepherd  having  been  ordered  up  the  east  side  of  the  river 
to  prevent  the  junction  of  Day  and  Shays.  Upon  the  ap- 
pearance of  Lincoln's  forces,  the  insurgents  under  Day  fled  ~X-  ( 
without  firing  a  shot.  Many  of  them  threw  away  their 
arms  and  accoutrements,  and  in  their  haste  forgot  to  take 
the  provisions  that  were  being  cooked  for  them  in  the 
houses  of  some  of  the  inhabitants.  Day's  men  sped  to  the 
north  through  Southampton.  About  two  hundred  fifty  of 
them  arrived  in  Northampton  the  same  evening  and  took 
possession  of  the  houses  on  South  Street.  On  Sunday 
afternoon  they  crossed  the  river  to  Hadley,  passed  through  ^  '^y? 
Hadley  street,  and  joined  Shays  in  Amherst. 
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Pursuit  of  capt.        A   compaiiy   of    the   insurgent   forces  was 
Luddington.  commanded  by  Capt.  Luddington  of  South- 

ampton. On  Sunday  the  28"',  he  went  to 
Southampton  with  about  one  hundred  men.  It  was  at  first 
believed  that  he  came  for  provisions  or  plunder,  but  the 
men  were  well  behaved,  and  apparently  homeward  bound 
in  the  shortest  possible  space  of  time.  A  small  detachment 
of  government  troops  commanded  by  Capt.  Banister,  was 
ordered  to  follow  this  party  and  capture  Luddington  if 
possible.  They  set  out  from  Springfield  in  sleighs,  and 
reached  Southampton  on  the  night  of  the  29"'.  Not  finding 
Luddington  at  his  home,  they  pushed  on  to  one  Egleston's, 
where  he  was  supposed  to  have  gone.  When  near  his 
house  they  were  attacked  by  about  fifty  men  with  Ludding- 
ton at  their  head,  and  the  entire  party  was  captured.  Mes- 
sengers were  hurried  off  to  Northampton  and  to  Gen. 
Lincoln  for  assistance.  Col.  Baldwin  with  fifty  men  in 
sleighs,  and  Col.  Crafts  with  one  hundred  horsemen  were 
ordered  to  pursue  the  fugitives.  A  few  men  from  South- 
ampton joined  them.  The  insurgents  fled  first  to  Norwich, 
and  thence  to  Middlefield,  where  Luddington  and  fifty  men, 
together  with  nine  sleigh  loads  of  provisions,  were  cap- 
tured without  firing  a  gun.  The  prisoners  taken  the 
week  before  by  the  rebels  belonging  in  Southampton, 
returned  on  parole  the  same  day.  The  sleighs  and  horses, 
captured  with  Banister's  party,  were  found  here  and 
brought  back.  Sleighs  and  horses  were  impressed  by  both 
parties  wherever  found.  Mr.  Judd  writes  on  Feb.  1"'  that 
*'  he  could  get  no  sleigh  in  lieu  of  that  taken  from  Father," 
even  at  Gen.  Lincoln's  headquarters  in  Hadley.  ^ 

1    Judd's  Diary. 
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Movements  of  Gen.       At  two  o'clock  Oil  tlie  Diorning  of  the  28"", 
L'^'^o''!-  Gen.  Lincoln  marclied  from  Springfield  in 

pursnit  of  Sliays.  When  he  reached  Am- 
herst he  found  that  Shays  had  retreated  to  Pelham,  and 
taken  a  strong  position  on  two  high  hills.  Nearly  all  the 
men  of  Amherst  carrying  with  them  such  provisions  as 
were  most  available,  followed  the  insurgents  to  Pelham, 
and  Lincoln,  having  searched  the  houses  and  finding  noth- 
ing, turned  off  to  Hadley,  where  he  encamped,  remaining 
there  till  the  3'^  of  February.  While  Gen.  Lincoln  re- 
mained in  Hadley,  his  headquarters  were  at  the  house  of 
Gen.  Elisha  Porter,  High  Sheriff.  The  troops,  said  to  be 
over  three  thousand  one  hundred  in  number,  were  distribu- 
ted throughout  the  village  ;  some  of  them  were  billeted  in 
almost  every  house.  The  field-pieces  were  placed  on  the 
north  side  of  the  meeting-house.  Prayers  were  held  in  the 
street  nearly  opposite  Gen.  Porter's  house,  and  the  soldiers 
were  assembled  there  every  day.  A  heap  of  snow  about 
six  feet  in  height  served  for  a  pulpit.  As  the  voice  of  Dr. 
Hopkins,  the  minister  of  Hadley,  was  too  feeble  for  the 
task.  Dr.  Lyman  came  over  from  Hatfield,  mounted  the 
pulpit  and  offered  earnest  and  fervent  prayers  in  a  voice 
that  could  be  distinctly  heard  by  the  entire  army.  The 
troops  were  exercised  daily.  ^ 

Negotiations  with      While  at  Hadley,  Gen.  Lincoln  forwarded 
^^^y^-  a  dispatch  to  Shays  under  date  of  January 

30*'',  in  which  he  was  told  that  he  was  in  a 
tight  place,  and  that  the  best  way  out  of  it  was  to  sur- 
render at  discretion.  In  this  letter  Lincoln  said  to  him  :  — 
"Your  resources  are  few,  your  force  is  inconsiderable,  and  hourly 
decreasing  from  the  dissatisfaction  of  your  men  ;  you  are  in  a  post 
where  you  have  neither  cover  nor  supplies,  and  in  a  situation  in  which 
you  can  neither  give  aid  to  your  friends,  nor  discomfort  to  the  support- 
ers of  good  order  and  government.  Under  these  circumstances  you 
cannot  hesitate  a  moment  to  disband  your  deluded  followers.  If  yoii 
should  not,  I  must  approach  and  apprehend  the  most  influential  char- 
acters among  you.  Should  you  attempt  to  fire  upon  the  troops  of  the 
government,  the  consequences  must  be  fatal  to  many  of  your  men,  the 
least  guilty.  To  prevent  bloodshed,  you  will  communicate  to  your  pri- 
vates, that  if  they  vdll  instantly  lay  down  their  arms  and  surrender 
themselves  to  government,  and  take  and  subscribe  to  the  oath  of  alle- 

1     Hampshire  Gazette,  Jan'y  SO"",  1834. 
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glance  to  this  commonwealth,  they  shall  be  recommended  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  for  mercy." 

To  this  Shays  replied  that  "the  people  were  willing  to 
lay  down  their  arms  on  the  condition  of  a  general  pardon, 
and  return  to  their  homes,"  and  requested  that  "  hostilities 
should  cease  on  the  part  of  the  government,  until  our 
united  prayers  may  be  presented  to  the  General  Court  and 
we  receive  an  answer."  This  was  speedily  followed  by  a 
visit  from  three  of  the  rebel  leaders,  who  brought  a  com- 
munication signed  by  Francis  Stone,  Daniel  Shays,  and 
Adam  Wheeler,  in  which  the  request  of  Shays  for  a  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities  till  the  Legislature  could  be  heard  from, 
was  reiterated.  Gen.  Lincoln  refused  to  listen  to  this  re- 
quest, on  the  ground  that  he  had  no  authority  to  enter  into 
any  such  agreement. 

Shays  Evacuates       On  Friday,  Feb.  2'',  Gen  Lincoln  reconnoi- 
Peiham.  tcred  the  position  of  the  enemy  at  Pelham 

with  the  intention  of  making  an  attack  the 
next  day.  Alarmed  by  this  demonstration,  the  insurgents 
made  arrangements  for  the  evacuation  of  the  post.  But 
hoping  to  gain  time  thereby,  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  to 
Gen.  Lincoln  at  three  o'clock,  Saturday  morning,  from  Gen. 
Wheeler,  requesting  that  he  might  have  a  conference  with 
Gen.  Putnam.  This  was  granted,  and  they  met  Saturday 
afternoon.  Wheeler's  main  object  was  to  provide  for  his 
personal  safety.  But  receiving  no  encouragement,  he  re- 
tired. While  this  conference  was  in  progress.  Shays  quietly 
slipped  away,  and  marched  for  Petersham.  Information 
that  a  movement  was  in  progress  in  the  camp  of  the  enemy 
reached  Lincoln  at  noon.  Not  having  authentic  informa- 
tion, he  judged  that  Shays  was  merely  shifting  his  position 
from  one  portion  of  the  town  to  another.  Determined  not 
to  be  caught  napping,  Lincoln  ordered  his  army  to  prepare 
for  instant  marching  with  three  days'  provisions.  At  six 
o'clock  he  received  reliable  information  that  the  insurgents 
were  in  full  retreat.  In  two  hours  the  army  was  on  the 
march. 

"  The  first  part  of  the  night  was  light  and  the  weather  clement,  but 
between  2  and  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  wind  shifted  to  the  west- 
ward, it  became  cold  and  squally,  with  considerable  snow,  the  wind 
arose  very  high,  and  with  the  light  snow  that  fell  the  day  before,  and 
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was  falling,  the  paths  were  soon  filled  up,  the  men  became  fatigued, 
they  were  in  a  part  of  the  country  where  they  could  not  be  covered  in 
the  distance  of  8  miles,  and  the  cold  was  so  intense  that  they  could  not 
halt  in  the  road  to  refresh  themselves.  Under  these  circumstances  they 
were  obliged  to  continue  their  march. ."  ^ 

The  thirty  miles  that  lay  between  Hadley  and  Petersham 
were  traversed  withont  a  halt.  Self  preservation  demanded 
that  the  men  should  keep  moving.  When  the  storm  abated 
the  cold  increased,  and  the  "greater  part  of  our  men  were 
frozen  in  some  part  or  other."  The  advance  guard 
reached  Petersham  at  nine  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning, 
while  yet  the  main  body  was  five  miles  away. 

"  We  approached  this  town  nearly  in  the  center  where  Shays  had 
covered  his  men  ;  and  had  we  not  been  prevented  by  the  steepness  of 
the  hill,  and  the  depth  of  snow,  from  throwing  our  men  rapidly  in  to 
it,  we  should  have  arrested  very  probably  one  half  of  his  force,  for 
they  were  so  nearly  surprised  as  it  was.  that  they  had  no  time  to  call  in 
their  out  parties,  or  even  their  guards.  About  150  fell  into  our  hands, 
and  none  escaped  but  by  the  most  precipitate  flight  in  different  direc- 
tion ;  but  most  of  their  men  fled  to  Athol."  - 

The  Victory  Com-      TMs  march  of  the  raw  militia  in  such  tem- 
piete.  pestuous  Weather,  and  the  quick  dispersion 

of  the  insurgents,  were  the  most  notable  fea- 
tures of  the  rebellion.  The  rebel  army,  safely  housed  at 
Petersham,  never  dreamed  that  the  government  forces  were 
nearer  than  Hadley,  nor  did  they  believe  them  able  to  move 
for  many  days.  Shays,  while  undoubtedly  congratulating 
himself  upon  the  clever  ruse  by  which  he  had  duped  Gen. 
Lincoln,  with  difficulty  escaped  his  clutches.  The  sur- 
prise, therefore,  was  all  the  more  complete. 

Beginning  of  the  End  This  rapid  movement  put  an  end  to  the 
of  the  Rebellion.  army  of  Shays.  Those  who  escaped  were 
most  effectually  scattered.  Three  days 
after,  only  three  hundred  men  remained  with  him  at 
Winchester,  Vt.  The  rest  were  in  Vermont,  New  York 
and  New  Hampshire.  The  rebellion  was  not  over,  but  its 
backbone  had  been  dislocated.  There  were  gatherings 
under  other  leaders,  particularly  in  Berkshire  County,  and 

1     Gen.  Lincoln's  Official  Dispatch. 
3    Ibid. 
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several  encounters  with  the  militia  in  which  a  number  of 
lives  were  lost,  but  nothing  occurred  of  equal  importance 
with  what  had  already  taken  place. 

Trouble  in  Berk-       Gcn.    Liucolu  discharged  a  portion  of  his 
^^^^^-  army  after  the  retreat  of  Shays,  but  he  still 

had  work  for  the  remainder.  On  the  8"'  of 
February  he  was  at  Northampton,  and  the  next  day 
marched  for  Berkshire.  Before  the  rebellion  was  crushed, 
the  tei'ms  of  enlistment  of  many  of  his  troops  expired. 
Recruits  were  enlisted  for  four  months,  and  while  the  ex- 
change was  taking  place,  Lincoln  at  one  time  had  but 
thirty  men  with  him. 

The  Legislature         On  the  3*^  of  February,  the  General  Court 
Meets.  assembled,  four  days  after  the  time  fixed 

upon.  So  great  was  the  confusion  of  affairs 
throughout  the  State,  that  the  members  could  not  sooner 
reach  Boston.  A  declaration  of  rebellion  was  made,  the 
offer  of  clenjency  by  Gen.  Lincoln  approved,  all  the  meas- 
ures inaugurated  hj  the  Governor  for  the  suppression  of 
the  rebellion  were  sanctioned,  and  an  appropriation  of 
£40,000  made  to  repay  the  money  loaned  by  citizens,  and  to 
meet  the  other  expenses  of  the  war.  Resolutions  approv- 
ing the  conduct  of  Gens.  Shepherd  and  Lincoln  were 
passed,  an  order  was  made  to  raise  fifteen  hundred  men  for 
four  months,  and  a  reward  of  £150  offered  for  the  appre- 
hension of  the  leaders  of  the  outbreak. 

The  War  Continued.  Satisfied  that  it  was  no  longer  practicable 
to  make  head  against  the  concentrated 
army  under  Gen.  Lincoln,  the  insurgents  instituted  a  guer- 
illa warfare,  sending  ou.t  small  parties  to  surprise,  harass 
and  plunder  the  people.  During  the  remainder  of  the  con- 
flict, hostilities  were  in  the  main  confined  to  the  County  of 
Berkshire.  Between  one  hundred  fifty  and  two  hundred 
of  the  disaffected  under  command  of  John  Hubbard,  gath- 
ered at  West  Stockbridge,  but  a  number  of  volunteers  were 
soon  collected,  and  the  party  dispersed.  Hubbard  and  a 
number  of  his  men  were  captured. 
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Skirmishes  with  the     Geii.  Shepherd  with  his  regiment  of  Hamp- 
Re'jeis.  shire  militia  was  posted  at  Northfield.    On 

the  6^''  of  February,  he  dispatched  Capt. 
Samuel  Bufhngton  into  Vermont  for  the  purpose  of  arrest- 
ing rebels  who  had  taken  refuge  there.  But  the  people 
were  so  much  in  sympathy  with  the  refugees  that  nothing- 
could  be  accomplished,  though  the  party  held  warrants 
from  a  Vermont  magistrate.  The  same  day  a  small  party 
was  ordered  to  Bernardston  for  the  purpose  of  arresting 
Capt.  Jason  Parmenter,  a  notorious  rebel.  The  pursuers 
came  suddenly  upon  the  rebel  party,  when  the  latter,  re- 
ceiving no  answer  to  their  hail,  were  ordered  to  fire,  but 
their  muskets  were  unserviceable.  Then  Jacob  Walker, 
a  horseman  of  the  government  party,  and  Parmenter  fired 
simultaneously  at  each  other,  and  the  former  was  mortally 
wounded.  Parmenter  and  his  men  immediately  fled,  but 
as  the  snow  was  three  feet  deep,  no  pursuit  was  made.  The 
next  day  they  were  captured  and  lodged  in  jail  at  North- 
ampton. Mr.  Walker  was  buried  with  military  honors  at 
Hatfield,  where  the  funeral  services  were  held.  Rev.  Mr. 
Wells  of  Whately  preached  the  sermon.  Rev.  Mr.  Williams 
of  this  town  made  the  opening  prayer,  and  music  suitable 
to  the  occasion  was  sung. 

Rebels  tried  for  Trea-  A  sessiou  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
son  and  seutenced  ^^g  ]ield  at  the  mceting-house  in  this 
town,  continuing  from  the  9*''  to  the  21'*^ 
of  April,  at  which  Jason  Parmenter  of  Bernardston,  Dan- 
iel Luddington  of  Southampton,  Alpheus  Colton  of  Long- 
meadow,  James  White  of  Colrain,  John  Wheeler  of  Hard- 
wick,  and  Henry  McCullock  of  Pelham,  were  convicted  of 
high  treason,  and  sentenced  to  death.  Seven  others  were 
convicted  at  the  same  session,  of  "exciting  and  stirring  up 
sedition  and  insurrection  in  this  commonwealth."  They 
were  sentenced  in  accordance  with  the  degrees  of  their 
guilt.  One  was  to  sit  on  the  gallows  with  a  rope  about  his 
neck,  others  were  to  stand  in  the  pillory  one  hour  and  to 
be  whipj)ed  on  the  naked  back  twenty  stripes.  Nearly  all 
of  them  were  fined,  some  £100,  some  £50,  and  put  under 
bonds  to  keep  the  peace  for  twelve  months.  Early  in  May 
death-warrants  were  issued  in  the  case  of  Parmenter  and 
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McCuUock,  and  they  were  to  be  hanged  on  the  24"'  of  the 
month.  The  other  four  were  pardoned.  On  the  23''  the 
prisoners  were  reprieved  for  four  weeks. 

Prisoners  Reprieved  It  was  the  intention  of  the  authorities  that 
at  the  Gallows.  ^j^jg  execution  should  be  as  impressive  as 
possible,  and  more  than  usual  preparations 
to  that  end  were  made.  An  occasion  of  universal  interest 
and  of  much  more  than  common  importance,  even  at  a 
time  when  the  catalogue  of  crimes  punished  by  death  was 
much  greater  than  at  present,  it  was  to  serve  as  a  demon- 
stration of  the  power  of  the  government,  as  well  as  a  man- 
ifestation of  its  leniency.  Capital  punishments  always 
attracted  great  crowds  of  people,  and  at  this  time  when  the 
excitement  was  at  fever-heat,  a  general  outpouring  of  the 
people  from  far  and  near  was  to  be  expected.  Government, 
fearful  of  an  attempt  to  rescue  the  prisoners,  strengthened 
the  volunteer  companies  on  duty  in  town,  guarding  the 
prisoners  by  a  detachment  of  militia  from  Gen.  Shepherd's 
command  at  Northfield,  It  is  highly  probable  that  the 
gallows  was  erected  on  "Pancake  Plain."  June  21^*  was 
the  day  named  for  the  execution.  Early  in  the  morning  of 
that  day,  spectators  began  to  assemble,  and  long  before  the 
hour  appointed  the  streets  were  thronged  mainly  by  crowds 
gathered  from  idle  curiosity,  but  among  them  undoubtedly 
were  many  others  who  would  gladly  have  attempted  a  res- 
cue had  opportunity  occurred.  Impressive  religious  cere- 
monies were  always  considered  an  important  part  of  the 
program  on  such  occasions,  a  sound  orthodox  sermon 
always  preceding  the  final  passage  to  the  gallows.  From 
the  jail  on  Pleasant  Street  to  the  meeting-house  the  pris- 
oners, strongly  guarded  by  the  military,  marched  through 
the  thronged  streets.  But  the  edifice  was  altogether  too 
small  to  entertain  one  half  the  assembled  multitude.  Con- 
sequently the  troops  with  the  prisoners  were  drawn  up  in 
front  of  that  edifice,  and  the  religious  services  were  carried 
on  from  one  of  its  windows.  Rev.  Enoch  Hale  of  West- 
hampton  made  the  opening  prayer,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Baldwin 
of  Palmer  preached  the  sermon  from  Romans  vii,  21.  Then 
the  procession  with  the  slieriff  and  his  deputies  escorted 
by  the  soldiers,  resumed  its  mournful  way  through  the 
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ever  increasing  crowd  to  the  scaffold.  At  the  foot  of  the 
gallows,  where  all  was  in  readiness  for  the  closing  scene, 
and  when  everybody  was  waiting  in  anxious  expectation  of 
their  final  taking  off,  the  High  Sheriff  produced  a  reprieve, 
and  the  criminals  were  remanded  to  their  old  quarters  in 
the  jail.  The  government  had  shown  its  hand,  had  proved 
its  power  to  carry  out  the  decrees  of  the  courts,  but  at  the 
last  moment  had  also  established  the  fact  that  its  justice 
was  tempered  with  mercy.  It  was  thought  by  some  that 
the  government  was  intimidated  by  the  threats  of  the  in- 
surgents, who  had  captured  two  reputable  citizens  of  Wor- 
cester County,  whom  they  threatened  to  hang  if  Parmenter 
and  McCullock  were  executed.^  This  time  the  prisoners 
were  respited  till  the  2''  of  August ;  afterwards  to  the  20*'' 
of  September,  and  in  the  end  they  were  pardoned.  Many 
people  were  dissatisfied  because  capital  punishment  had 
not  been  inflicted  upon  them.  Mr.  Judd  of  Southampton, 
when  he  heard  of  the  transaction  on  the  21**  of  June, 
thought  it  "unaccountable,"  and  adds,  "People  are  much 
Chagrined  at  the  Prisoners  being  reprieved."  ^ 

Hauged  for  Burglary.  On  tlic  6'*'  of  December,  an  Irishman 
named  William  Clark,  was  hanged  in 
Northampton  for  burglary,  with  very  little  parade.  Rev. 
Mr.  Hale  wrote  a  long  article  for  the  Hampshire  Gazette 
over  the  signature  of  "  Grap-teer,"  in  which  he  contrasted 
the  great  parade  of  the  former  abortive  execution  with  the 
later  one,  and  endeavored  to  show  that  the  strictures  upon 
government  for  its  leniency  were  unwarranted.  The  gov- 
ernment demonstrated  its  ability  to  carry  out  the  decision 
of  the  courts,  and  at  the  same  time  showed  its  determina- 
tion to  temper  justice  with  mercy. 

Closing  Scenes  of      Ou  the  26"'  of  February,  a  large  body  of 

the  Rebellion.         insurgeuts  uudcr   Capt.    Hamlin   entered 

Berkshire  County  from  the  State  of  New 

York,  and  proceeded  to  plunder  the  town  of  Stockbridge. 

This  they  accomplished  in  a  very  thorough  manner,  and  then 

1  Hampshire  Gazette,  May  30,  1787. 

2  This  transaction  is  recorded  in  the  Gazette  of  June  SV""  in  the  following  lan- 
guage: —  "  On  Thursday  last  Jason  Parmenter  and  Henry  McCullock,  had  like  to  have 
been  hanged." 
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marched  to  Great  Barrington,  where  they  made  a  general 
jail  delivery.  But  the  alarm  had  been  given,  the  militia 
began  to  collect,  and  the  plunderers  had  only  time  to  pre- 
pare for  their  own  safety.  A  retreat  through  Egremont 
was  at  once  commenced,  but  the  government  force  arrived 
there  first,  and  a  hot  engagement  took  place.  In  a  few 
moments  the  rebels  gave  way,  and  a  number  of  prisoners 
were  captured.  This  was  the  expiring  effort  of  the  rebel- 
lion. Plundering  and  stealing  was  continued  by  detached 
parties  of  the  regulators  for  some  little  time,  but  most  of 
those  implicated  in  the  troubles  fled  to  other  States.  Safe  in 
these  asylums  they  continued  to  "  Hurrah  for  Shays," 
ready  to  participate  in  any  outbreak  that  might  occur. 
The  General  Court  requested  the  Governor  to  write  to  the 
authorities  of  other  States,  suggesting  that  they  should 
apprehend  certain  refugees  and  prevent  them  from  obtain- 
ing supplies.  Favorable  responses  were  received  from  most 
of  them  and  arrangements  were  made  by  which  any  guilty 
person  demanded  by  Massachusetts  should  be  given  up. 
Most  of  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  were  captured  and  im- 
prisoned. Day  was  made  prisoner  at  Westmoreland,  N. 
H.,  in  January,  1788,  and  taken  to  Boston.  Shays  and  Eli 
Parsons  escaped  capture,  and  petitioned  the  Legislature 
for  pardon,  which  was  granted.  Shays  died  respected  at 
Sparta,  N.  Y.,  in  1825,  aged  85  years.  Parsons  died  at 
Oswego,  N.  Y.,  five  years  after,  "a  genial,  kind-hearted 
and  respected  citizen." 

A  story  of  the  In-     A  Northampton  incident  of  these  unsettled 
surrection.  times,  handed  down  by  tradition  and  show- 

ing the  determination  of  the  people,  women 
as  well  as  men,  in  resisting  these  unlawful  proceedings, 
ought  not  to  be  omitted.  The  exact  date  of  its  occurrence 
is  uncertain.  Very  probably  it  took  place  about  the  27"'  of 
January,  1787,  when  Day's  party  of  insurgents,  while  run- 
ning away  from  Gen.  Lincoln,  spent  the  night  here.  The 
story  is  as  follows  :  — 

Capt.  Joseph  Cook  was  an  innholder  and  Keeper  of  the 
Jail  on  Pleasant  Street,  the  keys  of  which  it  is  said  he  kept 
beneath  the  feather-bed  upon  which  he  slept.  When  the 
rioters  came  at  night  to  set  the  prisoners  free,  the  ke}'  to 
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the  jail  door  could  not  be  found.  Every  possible  hiding- 
place  was  thoroughly  searched,  except  the  bed  occupied  by 
the  captain  and  his  wife.  Enraged  at  their  discomfiture, 
the  mob  then  dragged  Capt.  Cook  from  his  bed  and 
took  him  out  of  doors  into  the  snow,  dressed  only  in  his 
night-clothes,  but  they  could  not  wrest  from  him  the  secret 
hiding-place  of  the  key.  From  this  exposure  he  must  have 
suffered  greatly,  for  he  died  the  following  year.  His  wife, 
undaunted  by  the  threats  of  the  insurgents,  refused  to 
leave  her  warm  couch,  and  the  rioters  were  too  gallant  to 
offer  her  any  indignity.  To  this  may  be  added  another 
version,  also  handed  down  in  the  Cook  family.  While  the 
men  were  punishing  the  captain  with  a  cold  bath,  Mrs. 
Cook  dressed  herself  and,  slipping  the  key  into  one  of  the 
long  pockets  which  housewives  wore  tied  about  their 
waists,  she  put  her  dress  over  it.  With  the  key  thus  safely 
concealed,  she  followed  the  searchers  as  they  proceeded 
about  the  house,  mocking  and  jeering  and  laughing  at 
them.  At  last  one  of  them  opened  a  very  small  drawer 
only  to  be  met  by  these  words  from  this  courageous 
woman  :  "  Fools  did  you  expect  to  find  the  key  in  that  lit- 
tle drawer,  the  key  is  thus  long,"  measuring  the  length  on 
her  arm  to  the  elbow.  Still  another  version  of  the  story  is 
that  the  key  was  hidden  in  the  trundle-bed  in  which  one 
of  the  children  had  been  sleeping,  but  which  the  rioters  did 
not  see  fit  to  disturb.  At  any  rate  the  key  was  not  found, 
and  the  prisoners  remained  in  jail.  This  key  is  now  pre- 
served at  the  jail  and  house  of  correction  on  Union  Street. 

The  Rebels  before      Having  put  dowu  the  rebellion,   measures 
the  Courts.  Were  taken  to  bring  to  trial  its  leaders  and 

instigators.  Special  sessions  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  were  held  in  Berkshire,  Hampshire,  and 
Middlesex  Counties.  A  law  was  passed  excluding  from  the 
jury-box  all  who  had  been  guilty  of  favoring  the  rebellion 
in  any  way.  At  the  same  time  three  commissioners  were 
appointed  who  were  empowered  to  grant  indemnity  to  all 
who  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  gave  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  future  good  behavior.  The  leaders,  Shays,  Day, 
Parsons  and  Wheeler,  were  excluded  from  the  benefits  of 
this  law,  as  well  as  those  who  had  killed  any  citizen,  and 
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against  whom  warrants  were  pending.  The  action  of  the 
Supreme  Court  at  its  session  in  this  town  has  ah'eady  been 
given. 

The  Rebels  Seize       About  the  21'*  of  May,  the  rebels  had  the 
Hostages.  audacity  to  seize  the  persons  of  two  respect- 

able citizens  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Joseph 
Metcalf  of  Orange,  and  Dr.  Medad  Pomeroy  of  Warwick, 
whom  they  carried  to  Vermont.  Their  avowed  design  was 
to  liold  them  as  hostages  for  the  lives  of  the  prisoners,  Par- 
menter  and  McCullock.  Both  were  allowed  to  escape  in  a 
few  days,  very  soon  after  the  first  reprieve  of  the  prisoners 
was  made  known. 

No  Rebels  Executed.  No  One  in  this  part  of  the  state  paid  the 
extreme  penalty  of  the  law  for  participa- 
tion in  the  Shays  rebellion.  Several  of  the  leaders  were 
condemned  to  death,  two  or  three  were  reprieved  at  the 
foot  of  the  gallows,  but  eventually  all  were  pardoned. 

The  Commissioners      The  commissiou  already  mentioned,  con- 
^«®*-  sisted  of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Samuel  Phil- 

ips Jr.,  President  of  the  Senate,  and  Sam- 
uel A.  Otis,  Speaker  of  the  House.  They  advertised  a  ses- 
sion to  be  held  in  Northampton,  continuing  ten  days  from 
the  9""  of  April.  Those  persons  making  application  for 
clemency  were  required  briefly  to  state  in  writing  the  in- 
stances of  criminal  conduct  with  which  they  were  respect- 
ively chargeable,  what  office  they  had  sustained  under  the 
government,  if  any,  and  the  capacity  in  which  they  acted 
in  opposition  to  government,  if  they  had  been  in  arms. 
All  applications  were  to  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate 
subscribed  by  two  or  more  persons  of  known  attachment 
to  the  government,  and  purporting  that  the  applicants  are 
duly  penitent  for  their  crimes,  and  properly  disposed  to 
return  to  their  allegiance  to  the  State,  and  to  discharge  the 
duty  of  faithful  citizens  thereof.  The  justices  of  the 
county  were  to  convey  to  the  commissioners  at  Northamp- 
ton, as  soon  as  possible,  a  certificate  of  the  persons  to  whom 
they  had  administered  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  the 
towns  to  which  they  respectively  belonged. 
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Few  take  the  Oath.  Little  is  known  respecting  those  who  sought 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  this  man- 
ner, and  it  is  not  certain  that  very  many  in  this  vicinity 
availed  themselves  of  the  proffered  clemency.  The  follow- 
ing year  an  act  of  general  indemnity  to  all  who  had  been 
engaged  in  the  rebellion  was  passed  by  the  Legislature,  and 
those  who  had  exiled  themselves  returned  to  their  homes 
and  became  good  citizens. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

FEDERAL    CONSTITUTION — MANUFACTURES — CHURCH    MUSIC. 

Probate  Office  Con-  JoHN  C.  WiLLiAMS  of  Hadley  was  Register 
ducted  in  Jail.  Qf  Probate,  having  been  appointed  in  1776. 
During  the  latter  part  of  his  term  of  office 
he  became  intemperate  and  for  nearly  a  year  was  in 
jail.  All  the  business  of  the  court  was  of  course  trans- 
acted at  the  new  place  of  residence,  adopted  perforce  by 
the  Register.  High  Sheriff  Eleazar  Porter  of  Hadley 
favored  Williams  and  kept  him  in  office.  He  was  in  jail 
for  debt,  took  the  poor  man's  oath,  and  was  supported  there 
by  one  of  his  creditors.  A  petition  was  forwarded  to  the 
Governor  in  178G,  asking  for  his  removal.  In  it  is  recited 
the  fact  that  he  had  practiced  marrying  people  without  the 
publication  of  banns  required  by  law  ;  that  he  had  been 
brought  before  the  court,  and  on.  promise  of  reformation 
let  off  with  a  fine  of  £5  ;  and  that  he  had  resumed  this 
practice  after  his  confinement  in  jail.  The  name  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Hinckley  was  proposed  as  his  successor  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  appointed,  holding  the  office  for  thirty 
years,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  judgeship. 

No  Disgrace  to  be     People  Were   sent  to  jail   for  very  trivial 
i'"  Ja'ii-  offences.    Persons  unable  to  pay  their  debts, 

those  suspected  of  being  tories,  parties 
arrested  for  participation  in  the  rebellion,  all  found  ac- 
commodations there,  and  plenty  of  men  from  all  parts  of 
the  county  had  tasted  the  good  cheer  of  the  Northampton 
goal.  While  there  the  prisoners  enjoyed  themselves  as  best 
they  might.  If  they  had  money  or  friends  outside  of  its 
walls,  they  did  not  go  without  such  creature  comforts  as 
were  then  in  fashion.    They  were  supplied  with  good  things 
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to  eat  and  drink,  and  all  the  popular  bar-room  games  of 
the  day  were  always  at  hand  to  while  away  the  long  and 
dreary  hours.  The  jailer  was  also  an  innkeeper,  his  rules 
for  the  government  of  the  prisoners  were  never  very  strict, 
and  he  was  able  to  contribute  much  towards  the  comfort 
of  his  boarders  without  actual  pecuniary  loss.  While  it 
might  not  have  been  derogatory  to  the  Register  to  be  an 
inmate  of  the  jail,  it  must  have  been  a  new  experience 
for  persons  having  business  with  the  court  to  be  compelled 
to  go  to  jail  for  its  accomplishment.  Considering  the  de- 
termined raid  then  in  progress  against  the  courts,  the  Pro- 
bate Court  seems  for  a  time  to  have  been  in  a  safe  place.  ^ 

The  Town  Votes  to     Allusiou    lias    already  been   made    to  the 
Sustain  the  Gov-     actiou  of  the  towu  at  its  September  (1786) 

ernment.  ,  .  .  <  i        t    ■        p 

meeting  concerning  the  list  ot  grievances 
adopted  at  the  Hatfield  convention.  At  the  same  meeting 
the  circular  letter  from  the  town  of  Boston  was  read,  "  and 
the  town  voted  their  approbation  of  said  address."  The 
citizens  of  Boston,  soon  after  the  disturbances  commenced, 
addressed  the  Governor,  declaring  their  determination  to 
cooperate  in  the  support  of  constitutional  government, 
but  recommending  lenient  measures  with  respect  to  their 
deluded  friends  and  fellow-citizens.  At  the  same  time 
they  sent  out  a  circular  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  every 
town  in  the  State.  In  it  they  showed  the  mutual  danger 
that  awaited  all  parties  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution, 
contrasted  the  present  freedom  of  the  citizens  with  what  it 
would  have  been  had  they  been  conquered  ;  recalled  the 
sacred  pledges  of  life  and  fortune  made  to  support  the  con- 
stitution, which  was  as  inestimable  as  the  blood  with  which 
it  had  been  purchased  ;  and  enjoined  on  their  brethren  to 
seek  redress  only  in  a  lawful  and  constitutional  manner.  ^ 

1  A  communication  in  the  Hampshire  Gazette  of  December  G"",  alludes  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  Register  posted  in  the  tavern,  announcing  that  the  next  Probate  Court 
would  be  "held  at  the  otHce  of  the  subscriber,  nearly  fronting  the  Jail  House,  North- 
ampton." The  writer  congratulates  the  people  "in  this  day  of  tumultuous  opposi- 
tion to  the  Courts  of  Justice  that  the  Court  of  Probate  can  be  safelj-  holden  within 
the  limits  of  the  gaol  yard  of  Northampton;  and  that  for  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  county,  those  important  records  (as  appears  by  the  Registers  sign  fronting  the 
gaol)  are  safely  kept  within  the  same  place.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  for  the 
convenience  of  the  good  people,  it  must  be  presumed  that  constant  attendance  will 
be  given." 

3    Minot's  Insurrections,  p.  45. 
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The  Representative     Sensible  instructions  to  their  representative 
Instructed.  wQve  also  adopted.     He  was  "  Directed  to 

use  his  Influence  at  the  General  Court  in 
their  next  session  to  get  a  revision  of  the  present  fee  bill, 
and  that  all  Grants  of  the  General  Court  in  future  should 
be  made  with  Prudence  and  Good  oeconomy."  Dr.  Ebene- 
zer  Hunt  and  Benjamin  Sheldon  were  chosen  representa- 
tives that  year,  but  it  was  considered  "Good  oeconomy" 
that  but  one  of  them  should  attend  at  a  time,  and  a  vote  to 
that  effect  was  passed. 

The  Town  Provides     111  respouse  to  ail  article  in  the  warrant 
for  its  Safety.  "To  See  whether  the  Town  will  take  any 

measures  for  their  mutual  safety  in  this 
time  of  anarchy  and  confusion,"  it  was  voted  "that  the 
keeper  of  the  Town  stock  of  ammunition  should  be  Di- 
rected to  Deliver  out  of  the  s'd  Stock  to  each  man  that 
shall  appear  to  Support  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  on 
Monday  next,  Half  a  Pound  of  Powder  and  a  Proportional 
quantity  of  Ball."  This  vote  was  passed  in  September, 
and  had  reference  to  the  militia  ordered  out  to  protect  the 
court  at  Springfield,  under  Gen.  Shepherd.  A  company 
was  enlisted  in  Northampton,  and  was  in  the  service.  ^  In 
November  a  vote  was  passed  to  pay  for  the  two  barrels  of 
beef  "supplied  by  Capt.  Allen  to  the  militia  that  went  to 
Springfield  in  September  last." 

A  Northampton         A  compaiiy  of  seveiity-three  men  enlisted 
Company.  j^   Northampton   early  in   1787,   and  com- 

manded by  Capt.  Hezekiah  Russell,  joined 
the  forces  under  Gen.  Shepherd  at  Springfield.  In  compli- 
ance with  the  proclamation  calling  out  the  troops,  they  were 
to  serve  for  thirty  days,  but  they  received  pay  for  only 
twenty-five  days.  From  Springfield  they  marched  up  the 
river  to  intercept  Day,  and  after  the  dispersion  of  the  rebel 
forces,  were  stationed  at  Northfield.^ 

1  For  list  of  names  see  Appendix. 

2  Ibid. 
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Constitution  of  the  In  May  tliG  conveiitioii  for  framing  the  cou- 
United  states.  stitutioii  of  tliG  United  states  convened  at 
Philadelphia.  It  did  not  get  to  work,  how- 
ever, till  June.  After  a  session  of  four  months  a  document 
was  prepared  which  was  submitted  to  the  several  states  for 
ratification.  A  convention  for  that  purpose  was  held  in 
Massachusetts  in  January,  1788.  Northampton  made 
choice  of  Caleb  Strong  and  Benjamin  Sheldon  as  dele- 
gates. They  were  chosen  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  preced- 
ing November.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  an 
address,  expressing  the  sentiments  of  the  people  touching 
the  important  business  for  which  they  were  appointed. 
This  document,  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
is  extended  in  full  upon  the  town  records.    It  is  as  follows  : 

"  In  Conformity  to  a  resolution  of  the  Gen'l  Court  of  the  25"'  of  Oc- 
tober last,  We  have  Delegated  you  to  meet  in  State  Convention  on  the 
Second  Wednesday  of  January  next,  for  the  purpose  of  Adopting  or 
rejecting  the  Reported  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of  America. 
The  object  of  your  Mission  Gentlemen  is  of  the  Highest  magnitude  in 
Human  affairs.  Much  time  &  unwearied  application  are  requisite  in 
order  thoroughly  to  Investigate  it.  The  Civil  Dignity  of  this  State  ; 
of  the  United  States ;  and  perhaps  of  Humanity  are  Suspended  upon 
this  Momentus  Question  ;  &  We  wish  you  Gentlemen  patiently  to  hear 
&  attentively  to  Examine  every  argument  that  Shall  be  offered  for  or 
against  its  Adoption.  Be  not  unduly  influenced  by  Local  Considera- 
tions. Let  j'our  mind  be  Impressed  with  the  Necessity  of  having  an 
Equal  Energettick  federal  Government.  'Tis  the  welfare  of  the  Union 
as  well  as  of  Massachusetts  that  you  are  to  Consult.  And  while  you 
are  tenacious  of  the  rights  &  Priviledges  of  the  People,  be  not  aflfraid 
to  Delegate  to  the  federal  Government  Such  Powers  as  are  absolutely 
Necessary  for  advancing  &  Maintaining  our  National  Honor  &  happi- 
ness. But  Gentlemen  we  mean  not  to  give  you  Positive  instructions 
relative  to  your  Voting  for  or  against  the  reported  Constitution.  When 
in  convention  you  will  Have  the  Collected  wisdom  of  the  State  before 
you.  Will  hear  all  that  can  be  said  on  the  subject,  &  will  Consequent- 
ly be  able  to  form  a  Judicious  opinion  ;  and,  having  the  fullest  Confi- 
dence in  your  Political  wisdom.  Integrity  &  Patriotism,  we  Cheer- 
fully (on  our  part)  Submit  the  all  important  Question  to  your  Decision. 
And  we  beseech  the  alwise  Governor  of  the  world  to  take  the  Conven- 
tion under  his  holy  influence,  that  so  the  result  may  be  The  best  Good 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

'•Samuel  Henshaw,  Chairman. 
"By  order  of  the  Committee. 
"Northampton,  Nov.  22,  1787." 
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The  Constitutional     TliG  body  to  wliicli  tliis  momeiitous  question 
Convention.  ^^s  Submitted,  was  comjiosed  of  three  hun- 

dred fifty  members,  among  whom  were 
many  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  State,  men  who 
had  served  in  tlie  federal  congress,  and  had  been  members 
of  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Gov.  Hancock  presided.  At  the  suggestion  of 
Caleb  Strong  of  this  town,  it  was  voted 

'•that  this  convention,  sensible  how  important  it  is  that  the  great 
subject  submitted  to  their  determination  should  be  discussed  and  con- 
sidered with  moderation,  candor,  and  deliberation,  will  enter  into  a  free 
conversation  on  the  several  parts  thereof,  by  paragraphs,  until  every 
member  shall  have  had  opportunity  to  express  his  sentiments  on  the 
same  ;  after  which  the  convention  will  consider  and  debate  at  large  the 
question  whether  this  convention  will  adopt  and  ratify  the  proposed 
constitution,  before  any  vote  is  taken  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the 
convention  upon  the  whole  or  any  part  thereof.'' 

This  proposition  of  the  Northampton  delegate  was  fully 
carried  out,  and  the  convention  consumed  nearly  a  month 
in  the  consideration  of  the  document.  Many  delegates 
were  dissatisfied  with  it,  and  it  was  ratified  by  a  meagre 
majority  of  nineteen  votes.  Both  the  Northampton  dele- 
gates voted  in  its  favor. 

Regulations  to  be  Ob-  In  March,  1789,  the  town  undertook  to 
served  at  Funerals,  pegulate  the  method  of  couducting  fu- 
neral processions.  The  warrant  specified 
a  "  more  orderly  method  of  walking  to  funerals."  A  com- 
mittee was  entrusted  with  the  consideration  of  the  matter, 
who  reported  in  May  :  — 

"  Whereas  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Town  that  funerals  ought  to  be 
conducted  with  great  decency  and  decorum  in  order  to  impress  on  the 
minds  of  the  rising  &  risen  generation  the  importance  of  the  awful 
solemnity,  and  to  render  the  House  of  mourning  better  than  the  House 
of  feasting.  Be  it,  therefore  recommended  to  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Town  to  observe  the  following  regulations  at  funerals  :  — 

"  1.  That  the  relations  of  the  deceased  follow  next  the  corse  two 
&  two. 

•'2.  If  the  deceased  was  a  male  person,  the  males  are  to  follow  next 
the  mourners,  two  &  two, — and  the  women  after  them,  two  &  two — but 
if  the  deceased  was  a  woman,  then  the  women  are  to  follow  next  the 
moiirners.  &  the  men  after  them. 

'•3.  Those  on  Horseback  are  to  fall  in  after  the  foot  folks.  Horses 
two  &  two.  and  the  Carriages  are  to  follow  in  the  rear  of  the  proces- 
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sion.     And  it  is  requested  that  no  person  walk  or  ride  on  either  side  the 
procession  from  the  House  to  the  Grave." 

And  in  "  order  to  carry  the  foregoing  regulations  into  effect,"  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  ten  persons  was  appointed  and  "  requested  to  at- 
tend at  funerals  &  to  regulate  the  procession  agreeably  to  the  foregoing 
recommendation  untill  the  same  shall  become  habitual  to  the  people." 

The  above  report  was  considered  and  adopted  by  the 
town,  and  henceforward  funerals  were  conducted  with 
"  decency  and  decorum,"  and  no  doubt  the  minds  of  the 
rising  generation  were  suitably  impressed  thereby. 

Town  Clock  out  of     The  towu  clock  had  grown  old  and  was  out 
^^'P'^'*'-  of  order  in  1790.    A  committee  recommend- 

ed that  it  would  be  better  economy  to  pur- 
chase a  new  clock,  than  to  repair  the  old  one,  inasmuch  as 
a  new  one  would  cost  but  £30.  The  matter  was  referred  to 
the  next  town-meeting,  but  was  not  called  up  at  that  time, 
for  there  is  no  other  record  relative  to  the  subject. 

Manufacturing  in  At  the  close  of  the  Revolutiou  New  Eng- 
Northampton.  j^nd  had  uo  manufactures.  Nearly  all  that 
had  been  commenced  were  obliged  by  the 
hard  times  to  suspend.  Very  little  machinery  existed  or 
was  in  use  throughout  the  entire  country.  Only  here  and 
there  in  any  of  the  inland  towns  was  anything  of  the  kind 
carried  on,  and  that  in  a  very  limited  manner,  almost 
wholly  by  manual  labor.  Two  years  before  the  war  broke 
out,  Northampton  contained  a  small  establishment  for  the 
manufacture  of  the  coarse  pottery  then  in  use,  but  before 
the  war  closed,  even  that  had  ceased  to  exist.  When  affairs 
became  more  settled,  and  business  in  consequence  began  to 
revive,  the  forerunners  of  the  splendid  system  of  manu- 
factures, which  has  since  made  New  England  famous, 
were  commenced  by  enterprising  citizens  in  different  parts 
of  the  Commonwealth.  The  second  attempt  at  manufac- 
turing worthy  of  the  name  in  Northampton,  was  the  paper- 
mill,  established  by  William  Butler,  at  what  was  subse- 
quently known  as  the  "Paper  Mill  Village."  He  made 
there  by  hand  all  the  paper  used  in  printing  the  Gazette. 
In  1817,  he  sold  the  mill  to  his  brother  Daniel,  who  carried 
it  on  till  his  death  in  1849.  It  afterwards  passed  into  the 
hands  of  William  Clark  and  was  continued  under  different 
proprietors  till  the  property  was  bought  by  the  present 
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owner,  E.  E.  Wood,  wlio  is  now  running  a  profitable  cut- 
lery establisliment  on  the  old  site. 

Duck  Manufactory.  Within  two  Or  three  years  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  paper-mill,  a  factory  for 
the  manufacture  of  Duck,  or  canvas  cloth,  was  commenced 
by  Levi  Shephard.  He  came  to  this  town  in  1765,  and 
opened  a  store  for  the  sale  of  drugs  and  medicines,  and  from 
that  fact  was  called  Dr.,  though  he  was  not  a  physician. 
He  continued  this  business,  adding  groceries  and  dry  goods 
and  many  other  things  that  are  found  in  a  well  equipped 
country  store,  till  his  death  in  1805.  ^  He  began  the  manu- 
facture of  Duck  in  1789.  The  year  previous  he  advertised 
in  the  Hampshire  Gazette  for  proposals  for  making  the 
material.  "  It  is  the  opinion,"  he  says,  "  of  the  best  judges 
that  this  useful  article  may  be  manufactured  in  this  part 
of  the  country  to  great  advantage  to  the  people,  and  in  a 
short  time  become  a  most  valuable  article  of  commerce, 
as  our  county  is  so  well  suited  to  the  raising  of  flax." 
About  the  same  time  he  also  advertised  for  1000  lbs.  of 
water-rotted  flax,  to  be  paid  for,  one  half  in  dry  goods,  and 
one  half  in  cash.  Probably  he  failed  to  receive  satisfactory 
proposals  for  the  manufacture,  for  he  built  a  factory  on  the 
rear  of  his  home  lot  at  the  north  corner  of  what  are  now 
River  and  Pleasant  Streets.  It  was  a  large  building  of  con- 
siderable length,  and  was  located  near  the  site  of  the  livery- 
stable  of  the  late  E.  T.  Wood.  Many  of  its  foundation 
stones  may  still  be  seen  in  that  vicinitj^  Weaving  was 
carried  on  in  a  portion  of  the  building,  and  spinning  in 
another,  though  much  of  the  flax  was  spun  in  private  fam- 
ilies. The  machinery  was  operated  by  hand  power,  either 
a  boy  or  girl  turning  the  wheel.  The  distaff  with  the  flax 
for  the  warp  was  fastened  to  the  side  of  the  spinner,  and 
the  tow  or  filling  spinners  held  the  carded  tow  in  their 
hands  while  walking  up  and  down.  Government  offered  a 
bounty  of  8s.  per  bolt  for  Duck.  He  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness until  his  death,  and  in  the  year  1800,  supplied  govern- 
ment with  this  cloth. 

1  In  a  short  time  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  Ebenezer  Hunt,  which  contin- 
ued under  the  firm  name  of  Shephard  &  Huut,  fourteen  years.  A  new  firm,  Breek, 
Shephard  &  Clark,  soon  followed,  which  was  dissolved  in  the  fall  of  1787.  He  re- 
mained alone  in  business  for  a  number  of  years,  then  associated  with  himself  his  two 
sons,  Levi  and  Thomas. 
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A  Ropewaik.  Rope  was  also  manufactured  by  Mr.  Sliep- 

harcl.  In  one  part  of  the  building  flax  was 
spun  and  Duck  made,  wliile  the  rest  of  it  was  used  as  a 
ropewaik.  As  many  skeins  of  yarn  as  were  needed  for  the 
rope  were  attached  to  hooks  fastened  to  a  circular  disk. 
This  was  revolved  by  a  man  turning  a  crank,  and  the  cords 
or  threads  were  twisted  into  ropes  of  the  required  size. 
Ropes  were  very  extensively  used  in  those  times.  Very  lit- 
tle leather  was  used  in  a  harness,  horses  were  guided  with 
ropes,  and  traces  were  made  of  the  same  material.  Cart 
ropes  were  indispensable  with  the  old-fashioned  carts  and 
ladders,  and  were  very  common  in  Northampton.  A  regu- 
lar cart  rope  was  sixty,  seventy,  or  eighty  feet  long,  a  bur- 
den for  one  man  to  carry,  and  some  skill  and  experience 
were  needed  to  bind  a  load  properly.  The  rope  was  put 
around  the  four  corners  of  the  load,  across  its  width,  and 
through  its  length.  Individuals  made  ropes  for  themselves 
and  others,  years  before  Mr.  Shephard  started  his  factory, 
but  he  was  the  first  who  made  them  on  a  large  scale. 

A  New  School-House.  At  tlic  Novcmber  meeting  the  town  de- 
cided to  build  a  new  school-house,  and 
the  committee  was  instructed  to  erect  it  "in  the  most  con- 
venient Place  between  the  Court-House  and  Dr.  Shephard's 
Shop,"  *  and  they  were  to  apply  to  the  County  Court  for 
permission  to  place  it  there.  For  building  it  £200  were 
appropriated,  and  the  dimensions  were  left  to  the  judgment 
of  the  building  committee.  The  materials  of  the  old  brick 
school-house  were  to  be  employed  as  far  as  practicable  in 
building  the  new  one.  Apparently  there  were  some  per- 
sons who  thought  that  more  than  one  school-house  was 
needed,  for  in  December  a  special  meeting  was  called  to 
reconsider  the  vote  ordering  the  new  school-house,  and  to 
"see  if  the  town  will  build  one  or  more  school  houses," but 
it  was  voted  not  to  reconsider  the  former  vote. 

A  Training  Field.       On  Paucake  Plain  a  field  for  training  the 
militia  had  been  established,    and  at  *the 
May  meeting  the  question  of  clearing  it  was  brought  be- 
fore the  town,  but  it   was  decided  in  the  negative.     An 

1    Dr.  Shephard's  shop  was  on  the  corner  now  occupied  by  the  First  National  Bank 
Building. 
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order  to  repair  Lickingwater  bridge  was  adopted,  and  in- 
structions given  to  employ  "town  debtors"  in  preference 
to  other  peisons  to  do  the  work. 

Ball  Playing  Pro-     Both  the   meeting-house  and  the  Court- 
'^'^'*^<^-  House  suffered  considerable  damage,  espe- 

cially to  their  windows  by  ball  playing  in 
the  streets,  consequently  in  1791,  a  by-law  was  enacted  by 
which  "  foot  ball,  hand  ball,  bat  ball,  or  any  other  game  of 
ball  was  prohibited  within  ten  rods  of  the  Court  House 
easterly  and  twenty  rods  of  the  Meeting  House  south  west- 
erly, neither  shall  they  throw  any  stones  at  or  over  the 
said  Meeting  House  or  Court  House  "  on  a  penalty  of  5s. , 
one  half  to  go  to  the  complainant  and  the  rest  to  the  town. 

Time  of  Religious  ser-    This  year  in  November,  occurs  the  first 
vices  fixed.    Teach-    recorded   vote    concerning  the  time   of 

er    of    Singing    Em-  .  t     •  •  .t       r^    ^ 

ployed.  commencing  religious  services  on  the  Sab- 

bath, when  it  was  provided  that  the 
morning  service  should  begin  at  10.30  o'clock.  During  the 
pastorate  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hooker,  the  morning  services  began 
at  10  o'clock  and  ended  at  12,  and  in  the  afternoon  they 
were  still  longer.  Another  vote  of  importance  passed  this 
year,  the  first  of  its  kind,  was  that  to  employ  a  sing- 
ing-master, "to  instruct  the  Singers  in  the  art  of  Psalmody 
for  three  months. "  Abner  Baker  was  the  first  person  em- 
ployed for  this  purpose.  In  December  he  petitioned  for 
•an  allowance  for  time  spent  in  teaching  singing.  The  next 
year  he  was  paid  £3  for  his  services.  From  this  time  on- 
ward the  singing-master  became  a  fixture,  and  frequent 
items  for  his  payment  may  be  found  in  the  record  of  town 
expenses. 

Church  Music.  For  many  years  the  people  of  New  England 

were  greatly  agitated  over  the  question  of 
church  music.  Previous  to  the  eighteenth  century  there 
had  been  no  very  systematic  efforts  made  to  guide  the  sing- 
ing in  the  meeting-house,  or  to  instruct  the  singers.  All 
sang  by  rote,  and  less  than  a  dozen  different  tunes  were  in 
use.  It  was  congregational  singing  in  every  sense  of  the 
word.  Singing-books  were  scarce,  and  the  Psalms  and 
Hymns  were  "Deaconed."     After  the  minister  had  read 
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the  psalm  and  the  tune  had  been  announced  in  a  stentorian 
voice  by  the  deacon  or  precentor,  the  deacon  read  one  line 
and  the  people  sang  it ;  then  they  waited  till  the  next  line 
was  read.  This  method  always  tedious,  often  ill  performed, 
and  generally  unsatisfactory,  fell  into  disrepute,  and  a  vig- 
orous attempt  was  made  for  its  improvement.  The  clergy 
were  conspicuous  in  condemnation  of  it,  and  earnestly  ad- 
vocated a  reformation.  Then  arose  a  controversy  which 
extended  throughout  New  England,  and  for  many  years 
the  question  of  "singing  by  rule  or  rote"  was  the  theme 
of  animated  discussion.  Slowly  the  system  of  singing  by 
rule  gained  ground,  and  the  young  people  began  to  take 
lessons  in  singing  and  sociability.  At  first  there  was  strong 
opposition  to  singing-schools,  and  the  older  citizens  came 
tardily  into  the  method.  Schools  were  opened  in  various 
towns  in  the  vicinity,  certainly  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  possibly  before.  Such  schools 
were  in  operation  in  Hatfield  and  Hadley  in  1768,  and  in 
1771.  They  were  sustained  for  some  time  by  subscription, 
and  afterwards,  when  their  efficiency  was  recognized,  sup- 
ported by  the  town.  Some  wanted  them  placed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  town,  because  they  were  afraid  that  the 
young  people  would  govern  if  they  were  not  under  the  con- 
trol of  officers  appointed  by  the  town.  ^  ' '  Singing  Lec- 
tures,"  at  which  the  minister  preached,  and  the  singers  gave 
evidence  of  their  proficiency,  formed  a  part  of  the  new 
system  of  musical  education.  They  were  frequently  held 
in  various  towns  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  though 
there  is  no  mention  of  any  in  Northampton  till  1773.  Five 
years  before,  the  singers  of  the  towns  of  Hatfield  and  Had- 
ley met  in  the  latter  town.  There  was  a  lecture  and  sing- 
ing in  the  afternoon,  and  apparently  a  concert  by  the  two 
schools  in  the  evening.  The  Hatfield  singers  seem  to  have 
been  sumptuously  entertained  by  their  Hadley  friends. 
Singing-schools  were  held  sometimes  at  private  houses,  and 
sometimes  in  the  meeting-house. 

Change  in  Singing     The  change  in  the  method  of  singing  was 
in  Northanapton.      made  iu  tliis  towu,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained,  about  the  year  1770,  and  was  not 
effected    without    considerable    opposition.       One    reason 

1    Judd's  Diary. 
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urged  by  those  who  opposed  the  innovation  was,  that  many 
of  the  people  had  no  psalm-books,  and  could  not  know 
what  the  choir  was  singing,  unless  it  was  read  by  the  dea- 
con. The  change  was  gradual,  and  began  with  the  first 
hymn  only,  but  by  degrees  it  was  carried  through  the 
whole  service.  When  the  choir  was  first  introduced  into 
public  worship  is  uncertain,  but  probably  it  was  about  this 
time.  There  was  very  little  use  for  a  choir  under  the  old 
system.  Choristers  seem  to  have  been  employed  to  set  the 
tune  "and  lead  the  singing  before  the  choir  was  formed. 
But  it  is  probable  that  the  choir  did  not  come  in  till  after 
the  old  method  of  singing  was  abandoned  and  singing- 
schools  were  established.  Evidently  there  were  schools  for 
teaching  music  in  1773,  and  probably,  if  a  master  was 
hired,  he  was  paid  by  subscription.  The  chorister,  how- 
ever, was  employed  much  earlier  than  this.  About  1755, 
Daniel  Pomeroy  was  chorister,  and  he  was  followed  in  the 
office  by  Joseph  Root,  Joseph  Parsons,  and  Timothy 
Dwight,  Dea,  Ebenezer  Pomeroy  was  an  excellent  reader, 
celebrated  for  the  manner  in  which  he  ' '  Deaconed  the 
Psalm,"  line  by  line.  After  the  new  method  was  adopted, 
Josiah,  Isaac  and  Jacob  Parsons,  Caleb  Strong  and  others, 
would  leave  the  meeting-house  just  before  the  last  singing. 
The  singers  frequently  met  at  Dea.  Supply  Kingsley's  to 
practice,  and  occasionally  at  Major  Hawley's,  He  was 
not  much  of  a  singer,  but  was  very  fond  of  music,  North- 
ampton was  noted  in  Mr,  Edwards'  day,  before  the  evolu- 
tion of  the  choir,  for  the  excellence  of  its  church  music.  ^ 
The  reputation  of  the  town  in  this  respect  was  not  suffered 
to  diminish.  The  choir,  in  a  few  years,  became  one  of  the 
largest  associations  of  singers  in  this  region,  and  contained 
many  fine  musicians. 

1  In  Mr.  Edwards'  account  of  "  Surprising  Conversions,"  during  the  great  revival 
of  1733  to  17.35,  he  bears  the  following  tribute  to  the  excellence  of  this  part  of  the 
Sunday  services:  —  "  Our  public  praises  were  then  greatly  enlivened.  God  was  then 
served  in  our  Psalmody,  in  some  measure,  in  the  beauty  of  holiness.  It  has  been  ob- 
servable that  there  has  been  scarce  any  part  of  divine  worship,  wherein  good  men 
amongst  us  have  had  grace  so  drawn  forth,  and  their  hearts  so  lifted  up  in  the  ways 
of  God,  as  in  singing  his  praises.  Our  congregation  excelled  all  that  I  ever  knew  in 
the  external  part  of  the  duty  before,  the  men  generally  carrying  regularly  and  well, 
three  parts  of  music,  and  the  women  a  part  by  themselves.'" — p.  13. 
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The  School-House.  TliG  reasou  foi'  attempting  to  reconsider  the 
vote  for  building  a  new  school-house  at  the 
center  of  the  town  became  apparent  at  the  December  meet- 
ing in  1791.  A  committee  reported  that  the  old  school- 
house  at  Lickingwater  (South  Street)  was  not  worth  repair- 
ing, and  that  a  new  one  could  be  built  there  for  £38,  and 
the  old  school  building.  Thereupon,  Capt.  Russell  offered 
to  do  the  work  for  that  amount,  and  a  vote  was  passed  em- 
powering him  to  carry  out  his  proposition.  The  school- 
house  was  built,  and  in  it  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  town,  girls  and  boys  attended  school  together.  For 
many  years  a  master  was  at  the  head  of  it,  female  teachers 
not  being  employed  till  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen- 
tury. 

Warned  out  of  Town.  In  December,  1791,  more  than  one  hun- 
dred persons,  many  of  them  heads  of 
families,  were  "warned  out  of  town."  There  was  no  dis- 
crimination as  to  occupation,  ability  or  position.  Among 
them  were  named  day-laborers,  traders,  yeomen,  card- 
makers,  pump  makers,  cordwainers,  blacksmiths,  joiners, 
wheelwrights,  gentlemen,  sadlers,  foreigners,  clock-mak- 
ers, negromen,  masons,  tanners,  bookbinders,  painters, 
hair-dressers,  single  women,  and  widows.  Many  of  the 
men  were  married  and  had  families,  so  that  the  whole 
number  of  persons,  if  they  had  but  one  child  each  (and 
some  of  them  had  more),  must  have  amounted  to  upwards 
of  two  hundred.  They  were  characterized  as  persons 
"  who  have  lately  come  into  this  town  for  the  purpose  of 
abiding  therein,"  and  "not  having  obtained  the  town's 
consent  therefor,"  it  was  ordered  "that  he,  she  or  they 
respectively  depart  the  limits  thereof  with  their  children 
and  others  under  their  care  within  15  days."  Two  years 
before  the  law  respecting  the  qualifications  of  permanent 
inhabitants  had  been  re-enacted  by  the  Legislature,  and  the 
town  for  the  first  time  taking  action  under  it,  made  a 
wholesale  requisition  upon  all  who  had  not  obtained  the 
proper  permission  to  become  residents.  The  object  of  this 
law  was  to  prevent  transient  persons  or  persons  of  ques- 
tionable morals  or  uncertain  character  from  becoming  resi- 
dents, and  thus  acquiring  a  legal  "  settlement "  within  its 
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limits.  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  none  but  paupers,  or 
such  persons  as  it  was  apprehended  were  likely  to  become 
so  were  "warned."  It  was  to  ensure,  as  far  as  might  be,  the 
moral  and  industrial  character  of  the  community,  thereby 
adding  to  the  permanency  of  the  municipality,  and  to  keep 
out  idlers,  non-producers,  and  irresponsible  or  undesirable 
settlers,  who  might  become  a  burden  upon  the  taxpayers. 
This  law  had  been  in  force  since  the  colony  was  established, 
and  had  been  resorted  to  at  many  different  times  during 
the  existence  of  the  town,  but  there  is  no  other  record  of  a 
similarly  generous  application  of  its  provisions.  The  de- 
sign of  building  a  canal  around  the  rapids  in  Connecticut 
River  at  South  Hadley,  was  in  agitation  about  this  time, 
and  possibly  attracted  many  who  were  in  search  of  employ- 
ment. Some  of  the  persons  warned  were  afterwards  among 
the  most  prominent  business  men  of  the  place  and  it  is  not 
very  probable  that  the  population  of  the  town  was  mate- 
rially diminished  by  this  sweeping  application  of  the 
statute.  Among  the  list  of  names  may  be  found  those  of 
James  Tappan,  trader  ;  Fortunatus  Prescott,  painter  ;  Na- 
than Storrs,  clock-maker  ;  Christopher  Slack  and  Medad 
Pomeroy,  yeomen ;  and  Samuel  Breck,  tailor. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

MAJOR   JOSEPH   HAWLEY. 

Birth  and  Ancestry.       JOSEPH    HaWLEY  WES   bom   ill    Nortliamp- 

ton,  Oct.  8"\  1723.  He  was  the  son  of 
Lieut.  Joseph.  Hawley,  and  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Rev.  Sol- 
omon Stoddard,  second  minister  of  Northampton.  His 
grandfather,  the  first  Joseph  Hawley,  married  Lydia, 
daughter  of  the  famous  Capt.  Samuel  Marshall,  who  lost 
his  life  at  the  memorable  assault  upon  the  Narragansett 
Fort,  in  1676.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  a  trader,  a  man 
highl}^  respected,  and  much  employed  in  public  affairs,  but 
subject  to  periods  of  depression  and  melancholy,  and  dur- 
ing one  of  them  he  took  his  own  life. ' 

Early  Education.  Major  Hawley^  was  indebted  to  the  schools 
of  his  native  town  for  his  early  education, 
and  throughout  life  he  manifested  a  strong  interest  in 
them,  donating  by  will  a  portion  of  his  estate  for  their 
maintenance.  Dr.  Samuel  Mather,  with  whom  he  was 
afterwards  associated  in  the  transaction  of  much  town 
business,  taught  the  town  school  for  about  ten  years  after 
1729,  and  to  him  undoubtedly,  young  Hawley  was  indebted 
for  the  rudiments  of  his  education.  The  standard  of  the 
town  schools  had  ere  this  been  raised  to  a  grade  that  ren- 
dered them  competent  to  fit  students  for  college.  It  is  not 
certain  whether  Mr.  Hawley  depended  wholly  upon  the 
town  schoolmaster  for  his  preparation  for  college,  or  sup- 
plemented those  studies  by  the  aid  of  his  grandfather  Stod- 
dard. Certain  it  is,  however,  that  he  was  an  apt  scholar, 
and  entered  Yale  College  in  1739,  when  sixteen  years  of 
age,  graduating  three  years  afterwards. 

1    See  p.  79. 

3  The  following  facts  concerning  the  life  of  Major  Hawley  have  been  compiled 
from  the  Judd  MSS. ;  from  the  Address  to  the  Hampshire  Bar  by  Geo.  Bliss  in  1836; 
from  the  Works  of  John  Adams;  from  original  papers  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  C.  L. 
Shaw  of  Astoria,  L.  I.;  and  from  the  Hawley  papers  in  the  Bancroft  collection,  in 
the  Lenox  Library,  N.  Y. 
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Chaplain  at  the  Siege     Intending  to  devote  himself  to  the  min- 
of  Louisburg.  istry,  he  entered  upon  a  course  of  study 

at  Harvard  College  soon  after  graduation. 
Little  is  known  concerning  his  ecclesiastical  education 
other  than  that  he  was  at  Cambridge  in  1744.  The  next 
year  occurred  the  celebrated  expedition  against  Louisburg, 
in  which,  being  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  served  as 
chaplain  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  his  cousin,  Col. 
Joseph  Dwight  of  Brookfield.  In  this  capacity  he  re- 
mained till  the  fall  of  the  city.  Major  Setli  Pomeroy  in 
his  journal  of  that  campaign  alludes  to  occupying  a  room, 
during  sickness,  with  Chaplain  Hawley  within  the  city. 

studies  Law.  Whether,  like  his  grandfather  Hawley,  he 

occasionally  occupied  a  pulpit  in  some  of 
the  neighboring  towns,  there  is  no  positive  evidence,  but 
like  him,  Mr.  Hawley  soon  gave  up  preaching,  and  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  under  the  tuition  of  Gen.  Phine- 
has  Lyman  of  Suffield.  In  1749,  Mr.  Hawley  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  in  Northampton,  soon  taking  high  rank 
in  his  profession. 

A  Volunteer.  In  the  subscqueut  wars  between  the  French 

and  English,  Major  Hawley  was  active, 
earning  in  1754  the  rank  of  major,  by  which  he  was  after- 
wards designated  through  life.  Allusion  to  such  service 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  these  pages.  He  encouraged 
his  brother  Elisha,  who  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain  during 
the  succeeding  French  and  Indian  wars,  writing  to  him 
many  letters  of  advice  and  encouragement ;  and  he  sin- 
cerely mourned  his  untimely  end. 

First  Public  Office.  In  towii  affairs  he  was  first  called  to  serve 
as  selectman  in  1747,  and  during  the  next 
forty  years  his  name  was  scarcely  ever  omitted  from  the 
board.  He  was  chosen  town  clerk  three  years  afterwards, 
and  was  often  made  moderator  of  town -meetings. 

Opposes  Rev.  Mr.      Hardly  had  he  become  fairly  settled  in  the 

Edwards.  practicc  of  the  law,  when  the  trouble  which 

resulted  in  the  dismissal  of  his  cousin,  Rev. 

Jonathan   Edwards,   occurred.     Mr.    Hawley,   young  and 


536  HISTORY   OF  NORTHAMPTON.  [1749-1767. 

impetuous,  threw  himself  into  this  controversy  with  all 
the  earnestness  and  persistence  of  youth.  Many  of  the 
details  of  this  unfortunate  affair  have  been  rehearsed  in 
former  chapters  of  this  work,  and  need  no  further  men- 
tion. His  subsequent  apologies  to  Mr.  Edwards,  the  first 
of  which  is  given  to  the  public  for  the  first  time  in  these 
pages,  attest  his  nobility  of  character,  and  prove  that  he 
sincerely  regretted  what  he  considered  an  unjust  course  of 
conduct. 

As  a  Lawyer.  His  law  practice  steadily  increased,  and  he 

soon  reached  a  position  at  the  head  of  the 
bar  in  this  section  of  the  state,  even  in  competition  with 
such  men  as  John  Worthington,  Simeon  Strong,  and  Moses 
and  John  Bliss.  As  a  lawyer  his  reputation  was  greatly 
enhanced  by  a  case  which  grew  out  of  the  opposition  to  the 
Stamp  Act.  Seth  Warren  was  charged  with  an  assault 
upon  the  sheriff,  Thomas  Williams,  in  the  person  of  his 
deputy,  John  Morse,  and  releasing  from  the  custody  of 
Morse,  one  John  Franklin.  The  case  was  tried  at  Great 
Barrington,  Sept.  2'',  1766.  Warren  pleaded  not  guilty, 
but  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  £3  and 
costs,  to  the  amount  of  £4.6.8  more.  Mr.  Hawley  was  en- 
gaged to  defend  Warren,  and  he  appealed  the  case  to  the 
next  Court  of  Assize  to  be  held  at  Springfield.  The  verdict 
was  sustained.  It  was  claimed  that  this  decision  was  ille- 
gal, and  a  controversy  arose  over  the  case.  Thomas  Hutch- 
inson was  at  this  time  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court, 
and  one  of  the  administration  lawyers  attempted  to  vindi- 
cate the  Chief  Justice.  This  called  out  from  Mr.  Hawley 
a  full  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  which  he  published 
in  the  Boston  Evening  Post  of  July  6"'  and  23'',  in  1767. 
In  these  documents  he  handled  the  Chief  Justice  so  severely 
that  the  latter  suspended  him  from  practice.  Bat  Mr. 
Hawley  was  a  man  of  too  much  ability  and  influence  to 
suffer  long  from  such  an  arbitrary  proceeding,  and  he  was 
soon  restored  to  his  former  standing. 

Major  Hawley  was  popular  as  an  advocate,  and  very 
early  in  his  career  acquired  a  reputation  that  was  almost 
certain  to  win  for  him  employment  in  nearly  all  important 
trials.     His  fair  and  honorable  methods  of  practice  gained 
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him  the  favor  of  juries,  and  his  style  of  argument,  always 
clear,  forcible  and  candid,  ever  commanded  the  attention 
of  the  court.  Well-read  in  his  profession,  he  was  probably 
more  conversant  with  the  forms  of  old  English  law  than 
most  of  his  contemporaries.  In  connection  with  other 
eminent  members  of  the  bar,  he  greatly  improved  the 
methods  of  practice  then  prevailing,  and  the  standard  of 
pleading  gradually  assumed  through  their  influence  its 
present  efficient  system.  His  practice  was  not  as  extensive 
as  that  of  Col.  Worthington.  He  had  very  little  to  do  in 
the  Worcester  courts,  but  he  regularly  attended  those  of 
Berkshire.  As  an  advocate  he  was  more  popular  with  the 
jury  than  the  court. 

"  As  an  advocate  he  was  powerful  and  successful.  He  was  grave  and 
solemn  in  his  demeanor :  he  was  strictly  conscientious,  and  he  had  an 
instinctive  abhorrence  of  anything  approaching  deceit.  Juries  had 
confidence  in  his  assertions  ;  their  opinion  of  his  stern  and  unrelenting 
integrity,  made  them  very  ready  to  listen  to  him.  His  opinions  had 
with  them  great  weight."  ^ 

As  the  oldest  magistrate  in  the  county.  Major  Hawley 
occasionally  presided  in  the  Court  of  General  Sessions.  He 
was  active  and  zealous  as  a  magistrate.  In  1774,  he  retired 
from  general  practice,  but  was  active  in  town,  county  and 
legislative  affairs  for  many  years.  Mr.  Hawley  retained  to 
a  great  degree  the  manners  and  peculiarities  of  our  puritan 
ancestors.  He  was  honored,  respected  and  feared  by  the 
younger  generation,  and  was  by  far  the  most  distinguished 
man  in  the  history  of  his  native  town,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death. 

Moderate  in  his        Though    his  reputation   as  a    lawyer  was 
Charges.  equal  to  that  of  any  of  his  contemporaries, 

he  was  conscientious  in  all  his  dealings, 
moderate  in  his  charges,  and  never  advocated  a  client 
whom  he  thought  to  be  in  the  wrong.  He  never  would 
take  a  fee  when  a  corporation  asked  advice,  nor  from  a 
widow  or  orphan.  People  were  constantly  consulting  him, 
and  he  would  take  but  a  pittance  for  his  services.  Often 
he  spent  an  afternoon,  and  charged  but  a  few  pence  for  his 
services.  For  a  writ  he  charged  12^  cents,  as  he  thought 
that  was  enough.     For  writing  a  will  the  price  was  4s.  ; 

1     Geo.  Bliss.    Address  before  Hampshire  Bar,  p.  37. 
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for  deeds,  8d.  to  Is.  ;  for  writing  a  letter,  8d.  ;  for  labor  in 
collecting,  6s.  per  day  ;  lie  charged  the  town  for  making 
rates,  valuations,  etc.,  4s.  for  a  day's  work. 

Member  of  the  Leg-    Major  Hawley  appears  first  as  a  member  of 
isiature.  the  Legislature  in  1751.     In  a  private  letter 

dated  at  Boston,  in  January  of  that  year,  he 
speaks  of  being  "wholly  a  new  member,"  and  as  having 
had  "  quite  respect  eno.  paid  me  by  Gentle"  of  the  Board 
&  Town."  He  was  not  again  elected  till  1754.  In  the 
meantime  his  reputation  as  a  lawyer  had  greatly  increased, 
and  when  once  more  he  appeared  as  a  legislator,  he  was 
recognized  as  a  man  of  influence  and  ability.  During  the 
years  which  intervened  from  his  first  to  his  third  election 
to  the  General  Court,  Major  Hawley  was  not  much  in  pub- 
lic life,  but  he  was  active  in  town  affairs.  It  was  then  that 
the  excitement  relative  to  the  Stamp  Act  enlisted  every 
patriot,  and  awakened  and  encouraged  that  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence which  eventually  resulted  in  freedom.  Though 
little  is  known  of  him  during  these  years,  though  he  was 
not  conspicuous  outside  of  his  own  town,  yet  he  strongly 
opposed  the  oppressions  of  the  mother-country,  and  nour- 
ished and  considered  those  principles  which  he  so  fear- 
lessly espoused  when  again  he  found  opportunity  to  advo- 
cate them. 

He  was  once  more  chosen  to  the  Legislature  in  1766, 
when  the  Stamp  Act  and  the  results  of  opposition  to  it 
were  the  all  absorbing  topic.  Riots  had  taken  place  in 
opposition  to  it,  and  parliament  proposed  that  the  losses 
occasioned  thereby  should  be  repaid.  Mr.  Hawley  took  a 
conspicuous  position  in  this  debate,  and  startled  the  com- 
munity by  the  boldness  and  vigor  of  his  statements.  At 
this  period  he  is  characterized  by  the  historian,  Palfrey,  as 
"a  patriot  now  first  rising  into  notice,  but  scarcely  sur- 
passed by  any  in  later  years  for  services  and  talents." 

A  Leader.  Froui  that  time  and  till  the  Revolution  com- 

menced, he  was  annually  re-elected  to  the 
Legislature.  It  was  during  that  period  that  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  his  lifelong  enemy,  wrote  of  him  that  "he 
was  more  attended  to  in  the  House,  than  any  of  the  lead- 
ers, but  less  active  out  of  it  ;  he  was  equally  and  perhaps 
more  attended  to  than  Sam.  Adams." 
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Friendship  with  joiin     In  17G8,  Majoi'  Hawley  made  the  acquaint- 
Adams.  r^j^(,g  Qf  John  Aclaius.    It  was  a  friendship 

tliat  lasted  through  life.  Adams  was  en- 
gaged ill  a  case  at  a  session  of  the  Court  in  Springfield, 
which  he  conducted  in  a  manner  that  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  Mr.  Hawley.  An  introduction  followed,  and  the 
two  men  became  intimate  friends. 

As  a  Presiding         Major  Hawley  had  the  rare  talent  of  con- 
'^*^°®''-  trolling  men,  especially  in  a  promiscuous 

assembly.  He  was  very  frequently  chosen 
moderator  of  town-meetings  at  home,  and  it  is  related  of 
him  that  while  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  a  town-meet- 
ing was  held  in  Boston,  which  the  moderator  could  not 
manage.  Mr.  Hawlej'  was  sent  for,  and  succeeded  in  quell- 
ing the  disorder.  * 

A  statesman.  Gov.   Hutcliiuson,    in   1773,   endeavored  to 

convince  the  Legislature  and  the  people  that 
Parliament  had  a  right  to  make  laws  for  America  and  to 
lay  taxes.  A  committee  was  appointed  by  the  House  to 
answer  this  speech.  Their  report  was  the  most  elaborate 
state  paper  of  the  Revolutionary  controversy  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  Hutchinson  states  that  Mr.  Hawley  and  Samuel 
Adams  were  the  persons  who  had  the  greatest  share  in  pre- 
paring it,  assisted  by  John  Adams,  who  was  not  then  a 
member  of  the  Legislature,  but  was  consulted  by  the  com- 
mittee at  the  instance  of  Major  Hawley.  - 

Prominent  in  Counsel.  Li  the  legislative  Struggle  relative  to  the 
Stamp  Act,  and  other  antagonisms  grow- 
ing out  of  it,  Major  Hawley  was  in  the  forefront  of  the 
battle.  Whatever  the  legislation  in  it  he  was  prominent, 
and  his  influence  was  everywhere  acknowledged.     He  was 

1  Bancroft  Papers,  Lenox  Library. 

2  "The  House  appointed  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  Governor's 
speech.  Major  Hawley.  who,  far  from  assuming:  the  character  of  commander-in-chief 
of  the  Hou.~*e,  pretended  to  nothing,  still,  however,  insisted  with  the  committee  in 
private  that  they  should  invite  John  Adams  to  meet  with  them,  and  to  take  his  opin- 
ion and  advice  upon  every  question.  So  critical  was  the  state  of  affairs,  that  Samuel 
Adams,  John  Hancock,  Thomas  Cashing,  and  all  their  friends  and  associates,  could 
carry  no  question  upon  legal  and  constitutional  subjects  in  the  House,  without  the 
countenance,  concurrence,  and  support  of  Major  Hawley."— Works  of  John  Adams, 
vol.2,  p.  311. 
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a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondeuce  while  the 
legislative  fight  was  on,  and  his  opinions  were  sought,  and 
his  knowledge  of  law  relied  upon  in  every  emergency.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  committee  to  "  consider  the  State 
of  the  Province,"  and  on  the  committee  on  the  Boston  Port 
Bill.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  recapitulate  his  duties  dur- 
ing those  years  ;  many  of  them  have  already  been  men- 
tioned in  the  history  of  the  times  heretofore  noted.  Wher- 
ever patriotism,  legal  ability  or  sound  common  sense  were 
needed,  there  Major  Hawley  was  conspicuous,  and  there 
his  talents  and  accomplishments  made  their  mark. 

Member  of  the  Pro-  Wlieu  Gov.  Gage  rcf  uscd  to  rccoguize  the 
vinciai  Congress.  Legislature  choseu  under  precepts  issued  in 
his  own  name,  and  the  patriots  were  com- 
pelled either  to  yield  unconditionally  or  establish  another 
legislative  body  to  take  its  place,  they  chose  the  latter 
course,  and  Major  Hawley  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
"Provincial  Congress."  He  was  present  at  the  three  ses- 
sions of  that  body.  Here  he  became  a  leader,  and  influ- 
enced, encouraged  and  sustained  the  patriot  cause.  The 
records  of  that  body  prove  that  he  was  one  of  its  most  in- 
fluential members,  often  on  committees,  and  frequently 
ordered  to  bring  in  some  special  and  important  act  of  legis- 
lation. The  duties  of  the  Provincial  Congress  were  mainly 
of  preparation  for  the  conflict,  the  formation  and  equip- 
ment of  the  militia,  the  adjustment  of  affairs  with  the  gov- 
ernments of  other  colonies,  and  the  Continental  Congress. 
It  was  a  time  for  action  and  not  for  sentiment  and  speech- 
making. 

Declines  an  Election     When  delegates  wcrc  choseii  to  the  Conti- 
to  the  Continental     nental  Coiigrcss,  Major  Hawlej''  was  among 
ongres.s.  ^^^  most  eligible  candidates.     However  he 

declined  to  accept  the  position,  and  the  choice  fell  upon  his 
friend  John  Adams,  but  he  was  strongly  interested  in  the 
work  of  that  body,  and  endeavored  to  hold  a  consultation 
with  the  Massachusetts  delegates.  Just  previous  to  its  first 
session,  Major  Hawley  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams, 
inviting  the  delegation  on  their  way  to  Philadelphia  to 
come  to  Northampton,  or  if  that  was  impossible,  to  inform 
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him  when  they  would  pass  through  Springfiekl,  and  he 
woukl  endeavor  to  meet  them  there,  although  he  should  be 
compelled  to  "wait  two  or  three  days  for  it."  Failing  to 
meet  the  delegates,  as  they  did  not  pass  through  Spring- 
field, he  wrote  again  to  Mr.  Adams  about  the  position  of 
affairs,  offering  for  the  consideration  of  himself  and  col- 
leagues certain  propositions,  which  he  denominated  "  Brok- 
en Hints."  This  document  was  placed  before  the  delega- 
tion, and  by  them  presented  to  the  prominent  men  from 
other  colonies.  When  the  contents  of  that  paper  were 
made  known  to  Patrick  Henry,  and  he  heard  the  senti- 
ment, "Fight  we  must  finally  unless  Britain  retreats,''  he 
exclaimed,  "  By  G — d,  I  am  of  that  man's  mind." 

Major  Hawiey  De-  The  services  of  Major  Hawley  in  the  halls 
ciines  all  Office.  of  legislation  closed  with  his  duties  in  the 
Provincial  Congress.  Not  again  was  he  a 
member  of  the  House,  and  he  steadily  declined  all  further 
political  honor.  In  1780,  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Senate.  He  declined  the  position,  and  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  that  body  stating  his  reasons  therefor. 
His  principal  objection  seemed  to  be  an  unwillingness  to 
take  the  oath  of  office  required  of  its  members.  ^  Soon  after 
he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Massachusetts, 
but  he  declined  that  position  also. 

Impaired  Health  Re-    While   Major   Hawleyou  high   moral 
sponsible  for  much    ground  resolved  never  to  accept  any  office 

of    his  Effacement  i  j      /> 

of  Self.  or  emolument   from   any   government,    it 

may  also  be  believed  that  the  state  of  his 
health  had  much  to  do  with  his  unwillingness  to  burden 
himself  with  official  responsibility.  In  fact,  his  unfortu- 
nate infirmity  seems  to  have  dominated  his  whole  career. 
In  one  of  his  letters,  previously  quoted,  he  alludes  to  a  cer- 
tain trouble  that  unfitted  him  for  active  military  service. 
But  during  the  intervals  of  freedom  from  his  malady  of 
mind,  he  entered  heartily  into  the  work  of  sustaining  the 

1  "The  Massachusetts  constitution  of  1780  compelled  every  member  of  its  Legisla- 
ture on  takinp:  his  seat  to  subscribe  a  declaration  that  he  believed  the  Christian 
religion.  This  regulation  Joseph  Hawley,  who  had  been  elected  to  the  first  Senate 
of  Massachusetts,  in  a  letter  to  that  body,  sternly  condemned.  *  *  *  He  called 
to  mind  that  the  founders  of  Massachusetts  while  church  membership  was  their  con- 
dition for  granting  the  privilege  of  an  elector,  never  suffered  a  profession  of  the 
Christian  religion  to  be  made  before  a  temporal  court."— Bancroft,  vol.  6,  p.  155. 
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government  and  counteracting  the  sentiment  of  anarchy 
and  opposition  to  existing  laws,  at  one  time  so  prominent 
in  this  State.  His  influence  in  town  and  county  was  great, 
and  he  did  much  to  nullify  the  movements  of  the  dema- 
gogues who  were  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  government. 
Though  there  were  outbreaks  within  his  own  county,  and 
scenes  of  violence  in  his  own  town,  he  urged  moderation 
with  his  misguided  fellow-citizens,  and  in  some  instances 
by  his  timely  suggestions  succeeded  in  averting  an  out- 
break. Much  of  the  detail  of  the  work  he  performed  will 
be  found  under  the  heads  which  treat  of  these  disturbances, 
in  the  previous  chapters  of  this  volume. 

His  Home  Life.  Plain  and  simple  in  all  his  tastes,  Joseph 

Hawley  lived  the  life  of  a  country  gentle- 
man, honored  and  respected  even  by  his  most  inveterate 
enemies.  In  summer  he  rose  at  five  o'clock,  and  in  winter 
at  six.  He  cared  for  his  own  stock,  "did  the  chores  "'  at 
the  barn,  himself,  while  his  wife  did  the  milking.  He  did 
not  carry  on  his  farm,  but  rented  his  meadow-land.  He 
conducted  religious  services  in  his  own  family  morning  and 
evening.  Twice  a  week  he  shaved,  and  always  visited  the 
schools  directly  after. 

Disposition  to  Mel-     An  inherited  disposition  to  melancholy 
anchoiy.  tiugcd  his  whole  career,  and  to  it  must  be 

attributed  much  of  the  obscurity  attending 
his  life  and  public  acts.  During  one  of  these  attacks  he 
burned  papers  that  would  now  undoubtedly  be  of  great 
value.  ^  In  a  memorandum,  written  on  the  margin  of 
Johnson's  dictionary,  he  describes  his  sensations  during 
one  of  these  attacks  :  — 

"Memd"'.  This  day  is  the  ninth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1765,  and 
ever  since  Tuesday  the  second  day  of  October  last,  I  have  been  Inca- 
pacitated to  Judge  in  moral  or  religious  matters,  lost  to  all  the  business 
of  my  profession,  to  wit,  of  the  law.  The  above  s''  second  day  of  Octo- 
ber was  the  last  day  or  Time  when  I  attempted  to  advise  or  give  coun- 
sel as  a  Lawyer  and  for  part  of  that  day  I  was  incapable.  But  never 
since.     I  have  been  able  since  and  am  yet  able  to  deal  a  little  in  figures  ; 

1  "  Of  this  remarkable  mau  it  is  to  be  regretted  tliat  so  few  traces  remain.  Even 
under  the  pen  of  an  enemy  like  Hutchinson,  his  character  shines  like  burnished 
gold." — Works  of  John  Adams,  vol.  9,  p.  343. 
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But  lost  as  to  all  matters  which  are  called  matters  of  judgment.  My 
memory  extremely  broken,  embarrass'd  about  Religion,  all  courage, 
spirit,  motive  or  spring  of  action  or  whatever  it  was  which  formerly 
animated  me  and  which  now  keeps  the  world  alive  and  in  motion, 
absolutely  exterminated.     O  Piteous  case. 

Joseph  Hawley. 

"  No  more  prospect  of  my  being  restored  to  my  former  state  of  en- 
joyment &  capacity  for  business  and  action  than  when  a  limb  of  j" 
body  is  amputated  that  another  will  grow  out  in  its  stead. 

J.  H.'- 

During  these  turns  he  would  usually  "sit  and  muse  and 
smoke.  He  smoked  incessantly  on  such  occasions,  and  his 
eye  had  a  wild  piercing  look."  Occasionally  when  he  was 
so  depressed,  Dr.  Mather,  Dr.  Hunt,  Col.  Pomeroy  and 
other  friends,  would  come  to  cheer  him,  but  rarely  suc- 
ceeded. They  would  ride  with  him  and  attempt  to  divert 
his  mind,  but  he  soon  fell  back  into  the  same  state.  Col. 
Pomeroy^  called  upon  him  on  the  occasion  of  some  advan- 
tage of  our  army  over  the  enemy  ;  he  came  in  abruptly  and 
said  to  him  "Wake  up  you  cowardly  skunk,  the  days 
ours,"  and  finally  he  succeeded  in  getting  the  major  laugh- 
ing. 

The  first  of  these  attacks  occurred  in  1760 ;  he  had 
another  turn  in  1764 ;  was  again  under  this  influence  in 
1766,  which  lasted  two  years,  and  in  1784,  had  another 
turn,  which  continued  till  his  death,  four  years  afterwards. 
Major  Hawley  lived  to  be  sixty-five  years  old,  and  during 
the  twenty-four  years  which  followed  his  second  attack,  he 
was  apparently,  for  nearly  half  that  time  under  a  cloud. 
Though  much  of  his  trouble  arose  from  religious  melan- 
choly, he  also  apprehended  poverty,  and  weighed  down  by 
imaginary  evils,  he  spent  many  of  the  best  years  of  his 
life,  unfit  for  the  duties  of  his  profession. 

Following  these  seasons  of  depression  came  periods  of 
great  exaltation,  during  which  he  manifested  extraordinary 
zeal  for  the  cause  of  liberty  and  did  much  to  assist  and  en- 
courage enlistments.  It  was  while  thus  excited  that  he 
read  in  the  meeting-house  extracts  from  a  j^atriotic  news- 
paper of  the  day. 

1  Col.  Pomeroy  wore  a  large  red  cloak,  and  huge  buckles,  which  descended  to  his 
son  Asahel;  and  to  the  younger  members  of  the  family  he  presented  a  majestic  ap- 
Dearance. — Judd  MSS. 
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Personal  Reminis-      William  Boltei',  wliGii  teii  years  of  age,  in 
cences.  1776,  Came  to  live  in  the  family  of  Major 

Hawley  ;  his  brother  Benjamin  had  lived 
there  before  him,  and  a  younger  brother  followed.  Wil- 
liam rode  with  Major  Hawley  from  Boston,  and  he  reported 
that  his  companion  was  treated  with  great  respect  along 
the  route.  He  says  :  "When  it  was  announced  that  Ma- 
jor Hawley  was  coming,  all  was  in  motion  to  set  things  in 
order  and  wait  upon  him,  and  many  people  came  to  see  him 
during  the  journey."  In  one  of  his  gloomy  turns,  when  he 
thought  the  British  would  prevail,  and  that  he  would  lose 
his  head,  some  person  undertook  to  comfort  him  with  the 
assertion  that  only  a  few  of  the  leaders  would  suffer,  such 
as  Adams,  Hancock,  etc. ,  and  he  exclaimed  that  he  would 
be  among  the  first  to  be  executed.  His  wife  was  always 
kind  and  affectionate  towards  him,  and  treated  him  ten- 
derly in  all  his  despondency. 

Appearance  and        In  appearance  and  dress  he  was  plain  and 
i^'^ess.  unassuming.       On   Sundays   he  wore  a 

checked  shirt,  made  by  his  wife,  and  on 
other  occasions  was  ordinarily  clad  in  homespun  garments. 
Benjamin  Tappan,  in  1768,  then  a  new-comer  into  town, 
called  upon  him  with  a  letter  of  introduction.  He  found 
the  door-latch  raised  by  a  leather  strap,  and  seeing  a  plain 
looking  man  in  every-day  working  garb,  inquired  if  Mr. 
Hawley  lived  there.  "  My  name  is  Hawley,  sir,"  was  the 
reply,  much  to  the  astonishment  of  Mr.  Tappan. 

3iarriage.  Josepli   Hawley  was  married  in    1752,   to 

Mercy,  daughter  of  Joseph  Lyman,  who  was 
a  direct  descendant  from  John,  son  of  Richard  Lyman,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  this  town.  His  mother  was  much 
opposed  to  the  match,  and  tried  to  break  it  off.  Mercy  Ly- 
man is  represented  as  a  person  of  fine  appearance,  of  excel- 
lent disposition,  and  "a  beauty  at  70."  They  had  no  chil- 
dren.    She  died  Nov.  29'",  1806,  at  the  age  of  77. 

jiajor  Hawiey's  Gift     Major  Josepli  Hawley,  who  died  in  March, 

to  the  Town.  1788,  bequeathed  to  the  town  considerable 

real  estate — nearly  one  thousand  acres  in 

all —  for  the  "  support  of  a  school."    In  Belchertown  there 
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were  about  eight  liundred  acres,  and  in  Nortliampton,  East- 
liampton  and  Southampton,  between  one  and  two  hundred 
more.  He  gave  to  the  "  Inhabitants  of  Northampton  my 
land  purchased  of  Joseph  Allen,  part  of  Thomas  Allen's 
home  lot,  from  King  Street  to  Blackpole  way,  2  rods  wide 
upon  condition  the  said  inhabitants  shall  continue  the  way 
and  common  open  from  Uncle  Ebenezer's  barn  to  John 
Clark's  home  lot.  Also  my  land  south  of  Pelham  that 
came  to  me  from  my  mother."  In  addition  he  gave  to  the 
town  "the  lands  that  were  Uncle  Ebenezer  Hawley's." 
This  embraced  six  lots  in  the  meadows,  the  home  lot  on 
Hawley  Street,  five  lots  in  the  different  divisions  of  the 
commons,  and  others  in  Easthampton  and  Southampton. 

Ebeuezer  Hawley's     The  real  estate  of  Ebcuezer  Hawley  came 
Property.  ^q  i^jjji  from   liis   father,  the  first  Joseph 

Hawley.  Ebenezer  gave  it  all  to  his  neph- 
ews, Joseph  and  Elisha,  and  if  they  died  without  issue  to 
the  children  of  his  brothers  Samuel  and  Thomas.  But  in 
1783,  Major  Hawley,  by  a  process  of  law  ("law  quirk," 
Sylvester  Judd  calls  it),  had  the  entailment  to  his  cousins 
set  aside.  Samuel  Clarke  demanded  of  Joseph  Hawley  the 
estate  of  his  Uncle  Ebenezer,  obtained  it,  and  then  deeded  it 
back  to  Joseph  Hawley. 

Lawsuit  to  Recover  Moses  Hawley  of  Amherst,  son  of  Samuel, 
the  Real  Estate.  ^ud  cousiu  of  Josepli,  brouglit  suit  agaiust 
the  town  in  1788,  to  recover  the  real  estate 
of  his  Uncle  Ebenezer.  He  claimed  to  have  been  "  seized 
of  the  demanded  premises  in  his  Demesne  as  of  Fee  and 
Right,"  within  thirty  years.  The  profits  thereof  he 
asserted  were  worth  £10  per  year,  and  he  demanded  dam- 
ages to  the  amount  of  £1500.  At  a  meeting,  held  in  Decem- 
ber, 1788,  Caleb  Strong,  Samuel  Hinckley,  and  Joseph 
Clarke,  were  appointed  agents  of  the  town  to  defend  the 
suit.  It  came  to  trial  in  1789,  resulting  in  favor  of  the 
town. 

The  Town  Accepts     The  liomestcad  of  the  first  Joseph  Hawley 
the  Gift.  on  Hawley  Street  was  part  of  the  property 

bequeathed  to  the  town,  and  at  the  Decem- 
ber meeting  a  movement  was  made  to  obtain  a  vote  for 
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pulling  down  the  old  house  and  selling  a  portion  of  the  land. 
A  committee  was  chosen  to  sell  such  parts  of  the  unculti- 
vated lands  as  they  should  judge  "  would  be  best  for  the 
town  to  have  disposed  of,"  and  the  question  of  demolishing 
the  old  house  was  referred  for  further  consideration.  The 
legacy  was  accepted  in  1791.  A  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  matter  made  the  following  report :  — 

"  That  the  Town  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  respect- 
able and  generous  Benefactor,  Do  most  Seriously  Resolve,  that  the 
Principal  of  the  said  Legacy  be  considered  as  a  most  sacred  deposit  for 
the  use  and  benefit  not  only  of  the  present,  but  also  of  all  future  gen- 
erations of  the  Town.  And  that  the  same  be  forever  kept  good  with- 
out any  Diminution  thereof  and  that  the  Income  arising  therefrom,  or 
so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  necessary,  be  appropriated  for  the  Support 
of  the  G-rammar  School  in  the  said  Town.  And  that  the  said  School  be 
in  future  called  &  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Hawley  Grammar 
School." 

This  report  was  accepted  and  a  vote  passed  to  carry  out 
the  recommendations  it  contained. 

The  Land  Sold.  The  Committee  having  the  matter  in  charge 
proceeded  to  sell  certain  portions  of  the 
Hawley  real  estate,  and  in  1795,  reported  that  they  had 
received  for  it  £845.12.7.  The  Belchertown  property 
brought  £611.8.10,  and  the  rest,  including  two  lots  in  the 
meadows  and  most  of  the  outlying  lands,  was  sold  for 
£234.3.9.  In  1796,  part  of  Ebenezer's  home  lot  was  sold 
to  Thomas  Bridgman  for  $77.17,  and  the  old  house  was  dis- 
posed of  the  same  year  for  £96.  There  then  remained  un- 
sold Ebenezer  Hawley's  Middle  Meadow,  Young  Rainbow, 
Inner  Commons  and  Little  Division  lots. 

The  Hawley  Fund.  Other  portious  of  the  property  were  after- 
wards sold,  and  in  1818,  the  amount  of  the 
fund  was  reported  to  be  $3,340.  In  1824,  the  Hawley 
Grammar  School  was  discontinued,  and  the  income  of  the 
fund  added  to  the  general  school  appropriation.  The  dona- 
tion is  still  intact,  though  it  seems  to  have  slightly  decreased. 
It  now  represents  the  sum  of  $3,000,  safely  invested  in  Sav- 
ings Banks,  and  its  income  is  still  applied  to  meet  the  gen- 
eral school  expenses. 
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Business  Arrange-     Major   Hawley's  biisiiiGss   Operations  were 
'"®"*^-  not  wholly  confined  to  liis  profession.     He 

seems  to  have  been  in  trade  with  his  brother 
Elisha  and  his  mother,  for  a  few  years.  They  were  in  part- 
nership in  1747,  and  for  three  or  four  years,  for  the  purpose 
of  "carrying  on  the  trades  in  goods  and  silver."  The 
goods  were  probably  the  remnants  from  his  father's  stock. 
A  company,  consisting  of  Joseph  and  Elisha  Hawley  and 
Seth  Dwight,  to  carry  on  the  leather  business  was  formed 
in  1747,  and  continued  for  about  three  years.  The  Hawley 
brothers  put  in  £5G2,  IG.  11  each,  and  Dwight  £661.1.8.  They 
bought  deerskins  from  the  country  round  about,  and  in 
Albany.  These  skins  were  dressed  by  people  in  this  town 
and  vicinity,  and  sent  out  by  peddlers  about  the  count}''. 
Apparently  they  did  a  flourishing  business  for  a  few  years. 

As  a  statesman.  Major  Hawley  struck  the  key-note  in  the 
uprising  of  the  Revolution,  He  it  was  who 
stood  in  the  forefront,  bold  and  aggressive,  who  gave  words 
to  the  thoughts  that  were  surging  in  men's  minds.  In  ad- 
vance of  all  the  men  of  Massachusetts,  he  denied  the  right 
of  Parliament  to  make  laws  for  America.  In  advance  of 
all  he  proclaimed  that  the  colonies  must  fight.  Yet  with 
all  his  boldness  he  counseled  delay  in  accepting  the  gage  of 
battle.  Not  that  he  hoped  for  a  compromise,  an  adjust- 
ment on  terms,  but  he  saw  that  the  fight  must  be  to  the 
bitter  end,  and  he  urged  careful  preparations.  If  war 
should  be  precipitated  before  the  proper  dispositions  were 
made,  before  supplies  were  obtained  or  the  soldiers  prop- 
erly drilled,  defeat  would  be  certain.  He  had  much  to  do 
towards  shaping  the  work  of  preparation  in  Massachusetts. 
Before  all  others,  Major  Hawley  advocated  independence. 
While  others  were  dreaming  of  a  settlement  with  England, 
he  insisted  upon  a  union  among  the  colonies,  and  suggested 
that  a  general  and  comprehensive  plan  of  procedure  should 
be  adopted.  He,  more  than  any  other  patriot  of  his  day, 
saw  the  true  tendency  of  affairs.  From  the  beginning  he 
saw  the  end,  and  threw  his  whole  soul  into  the  conflict. 

Aids  in  Recruiting.     Duriug  the  strugglc.  Major  Hawley  labored 

diligently  to  inculcate  patriotic  principles 

among  the  people.    He  took  a  personal  interest  in  the  work 
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of  recruiting  in  liis  native  town.  He  wonld  frequently 
address  tlie  soldiers,  and  when  recruits  were  scarce,  would 
himself  follow  the  drum  and  fife  through  the  streets,  till 
others,  awakened  by  his  enthusiasm,  joined  the  procession. 
When  the  first  company  of  minute-men  was  enlisted  in 
1774,  he  addressed  them,  and  that  document  is  still  pre- 
served.^ In  it  he  counsels  firmness,  obedience,  courage 
and  patriotism,  urging  proficiency  in  drill,  and  he  suggests 
to  the  men,  first  to  make  soldiers  of  themselves,  to  estab- 
lish and  maintain  union  in  their  organization,  and  allow 
no  discouragements  to  embarrass  their  company. 

Religious  Principles.  Major  Hawley  was  a  member  of  the 
church,  admitted  during  the  pastorate  of 
Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards.  Mr.  Edwards  speaks  of  him  in 
a  letter  reviewing  the  controversy  which  ended  in  his 
dismission,  as  a. 

"young  gentleman  of  liberal  education  and  notable  abilities,  and  a 
fluent  speaker,  of  about  7  or  8  and  twenty  years  of  age,  my  grandfather 
Stoddard's  grandson,  being  my  mother's  sister's  son,  a  man  of  lax  prin- 
ciples in  religion,  falling  in  in  some  essential  things,  with  the  Armin- 
ians,  and  is  very  open  and  bold  in  it."-  This  statement  is  undoubt- 
edly correct.  Mr.  Hawley  in  his  youth  was  a  believer  in  Arminianism. 
He  says  himself :  "1  first  imbibed  those  wicked  principles  in  the  year 
1744  when  I  was  at  Cambridge.  *  *  *  i  continued  strongly  of  those 
sentiments  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  until  the  year  1754,  when  God 
began  to  shake  me  *  *  *  but  it  was  a  great  while  before  my  heart 
was  brought  wholly  to  renounce  them."'  He  did  finally  repudiate  the 
doctrine,  and  in  1762  was  chosen  Deacon,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
for  twenty-three  years. 

A  well-rounded  "The  extraordinary  and  unequalled  influ- 

character.  eucc  of  Hawlcy  ill  forming  public  opinion 

for  the  struggle  with  Great  Britain,  has 
been  generally  acknowledged  ;  it  is  not  so  well  known,  that 
on  every  topic  of  discussion,  his  voice  was  invariably 
raised,  as  in  defence  of  the  bereaved  and  oppressed  ;  so  also 
in  favor  of  everything  that  could  advance  civil  or  religious 
freedom.  He  liad  the  true  instinct  of  liberty,  and  while 
he  rejected  public  honors,  was  the  inflexible  and  eloquent 
advocate  of  the  rights  of  the  people."^     "Major  Hawley 

1  See  Magazine  of  American  History,  vol.  2S,  p.  489,  1889. 

2  Dwight's  Life  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  p.  410. 
.3    Hampshire  Gazette,  Oct.  2,  1833. 
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was  a  patriot  without  personal  animosities,  an  orator  with- 
out vanity,  a  hiwyer  without  chicanery,  and  a  gentleman 
without  ostentation,  a  statesman  without  duplicity,  and  a 
christian  without  bigotry.  As  a  man  of  commanding  tal- 
ents, his  firm  renunciation  and  self  denial  of  all  ambitious 
views,  would  have  secured  him  that  respect  which  such 
strength  of  mind  inevitably  inspires  ;  while  his  voluntary 
and  zealous  devotion  to  the  service  of  his  countrymen, 
established  him  in  their  affection.  His  uprightness  and 
plainness,  united  to  his  affability  and  disinterestedness, 
gave  the  most  extensive  influence  to  his  opinions,  and  in  a 
period  of  doubt,  divisions,  and  danger,  men  sought  relief 
from  their  perplexities  in  his  authority,  and  suffered  their 
course  to  be  guided  by  him,  when  they  distrusted  their  own 
judgments,  or  the  counsels  of  others.  He,  in  fine,  formed 
one  of  those  manly,  public  spirited,  and  generous  citizens, 
ready  to  share  i)eril  and  decline  reward,  who  illustrate  the 
idea  of  a  commonwealth,  *  *  *  and  will  always  be  the 
most  admired,  appropriate,  and  noble  ornaments  of  a  free 
government."  ^ 

2    Quoted  in  Hampshire  Gazette,  March  5,  1833,  from  Tudor's  Life  of  James  Otis. 
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ST.    glair's   defeat — POST-OFFICE— FIRE-ENGINE. 

The  Ohio  Adven-      The  Oliio  Company,  formed  for  the  purpose 
turers.  of   bestowiiig  lands  upon    soldiers   of  the 

Revolution,  was  established  in  1783,  and 
petitioned  Congress  for  a  grant  between  the  Ohio  River  and 
Lake  Erie.  Three  years  afterwards  the  company  was  re- 
organized for  the  purchase  and  settlement  of  western  lands 
with  a  capital  of  one  million  dollars,  divided  into  shares  of 
one  thousand  dollars  each.  The  next  year  Rev.  Manasseh 
Cutler  and  Col.  Winthrop  Sargent  purchased  by  special 
contract  with  the  government  about  1,500,000  acres  of 
land  in  parcels.  One  of  them  was  for  the  soldiers,  and 
the  other  for  speculative  purposes.  This  movement, 
although  not  as  successful  as  its  promoters  anticipated,  yet 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  settlements  in  the  most 
fertile  portion  of  the  Ohio  valley.  The  original  intention 
of  the  company  was  to  sell  these  lands  exclusively  to  New 
Englanders,  and  great  efforts  were  made  to  dispose  of  them 
to  Massachusetts  people,  very  many  of  whom  were  induced 
to  invest.  From  an  advertisement  in  the  Gazette,  urging 
the  advantage  of  joining  the  association  early,  soon  fol- 
lowed by  another  calling  a  meeting  of  the  '*  Ohio  Adven- 
turers" from  this  section  at  Asahel  Pomeroy's  tavern,  it  is 
believed  that  some  at  least  from  this  town  determined  to 
try  their  luck  in  the  new  country.  Two  companies  of 
forty-eight  men  descended  the  Ohio,  in  April,  1788,  and 
began  a  settlement  at  Marietta,  but  there  were  no  names 
from  Northampton  among  them.  Reports  of  the  healthful- 
ness  and  mildness  of  the  climate,  the  wonderful  fertility  of 
the  soil,  and  the  cheapness  of  the  farms,  soon  spread 
throughout  the  country.     Western  emigration  became  the 
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absorbing  topic,  aud  it  is  hardly  possible  that  Northamp- 
ton escaped  the  epidemic.  New  towns  sprang  up  like  magic 
in  this  agricultural  paradise,  and  many  young  men  sought 
these  new  and  promising  fields. 

St.  Clair's  Defeat.  But  the  Indians,  pushed  backwards  by  these 
movements,  claimed  that  their  hunting- 
grounds  were  trespassed  upon,  and  excited  by  the  jealousy 
of  the  English  and  the  Canadians,  broke  out  into  open 
warfare  in  1790  and  1791.  While  the  Creek  Indians  of 
Georgia  were  pacified  by  treaty  in  1790,  hostilities  with  the 
western  and  northwestern  tribes  continued  several  years 
longer.  They  defeated  Gen.  Harmar  in  1790,  and  in  the 
following  year  almost  annihilated  the  army  of  Gen.  St. 
Clair.  With  a  force  of  fourteen  hundred  men  he  marched 
into  the  Indian  territory,  suffered  a  complete  surprise, 
which  was  followed  by  a  horrible  massacre,  and  lost  most 
of  his  artillery  and  baggage.  Several  men  from  North- 
amj^ton,  Westhampton  and  other  Hampshire  towns  en- 
listed in  this  campaign,  and  five  of  them  were  killed. 
Among  the  latter  were  Moses  Pomeroy,  son  of  Heman ; 
Julius  Pomeroy,  son  of  Pliny,  of  Northampton  ;  Abiathar 
Alvord,  son  of  Jonathan,  of  Westhampton  ;  John  Brown 
of  Belchertown,  an  apprentice  of  Oliver  Pomeroy  of  this 
town  ;  and  Seth  Lyman  Jr.  of  Norwich.  George  Hunt, 
son  of  Joel,  Timothy  Root,  son  of  Eleazar,  and  Noadiah 
Alvord,  son  of  Zebadiah,  escaped.  It  is  said  that  the  most 
of  the  men  who  enlisted  at  this  time  were  either  very 
young  men,  or  veterans  of  the  Revolution  who  had  fallen 
into  uncertain  habits. 

Schooling  Girls.  Tlic  subject  of  the  educatiou  of  female  chil- 
dren at  the  public  expense  came  under 
serious  consideration  at  the  March  meeting  in  1792.  Sev- 
eral years  before,  the  matter  had  been  broached,  but  noth- 
ing was  accomplished.  Strong  opposition  was  manifested 
to  the  schooling  of  girls,  and  a  bitter  contest  was  waged  for 
many  years.  Some  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the 
place  decidedly  objected  to  the  measure.  Dr.  Ebenezer 
Hunt  and  Dr.  Levi  Shephard  were  among  the  most  de- 
termined of  its  antagonists.     Yet  these  two  men  were  con- 


652  HISTORY    OF    NORTHAMPTON.  [1T92. 

spicuous  in  establishing  a  private  school,  where  boys  and 
girls  were  taught  together.  ^  They  approved  the  co-educa- 
tion of  the  sexes,  but  were  unwilling  that  it  should  be  done 
at  the  public  expense.  Equally  strenuous  in  favor  of  the 
project  was  George  Blackman,  the  first  baker  in  town.  He 
was  a  man  of  good  sense  and  fair  abilities,  but  of  moderate 
means.  The  advocates  of  the  more  liberal  policy,  earnest 
and  unremitting  in  their  work,  slowly  gained  ground,  and 
finally  accomplished  their  end.  At  last  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  and  a 
favorable  report  was  obtained.     It  provided  :  — 

' '  That  there  should  be  an  additional  school  kept  in  Lickingwater  to 
be  opened  on  the  first  Day  of  May  annually ;  and  to  be  closed  on  the 
last  day  of  October.  At  which  School  all  the  Boys  in  Lickingwater 
and  Welch  End,  and  also  all  the  Girls  within  the  same  limits  above 
eight  and  under  thirteen  years  of  age,  shall  be  instructed  in  reading 
and  writing  by  a  Master  well  qualified  to  teach  the  same.  Provided 
however,  that  no  children  shall  be  admitted  into  Said  school  who  have 
not  perfectly  learned  the  letters  of  the  Alphabet. 

"  That  Girls  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Town  within  the  ages  afore- 
said, shall  be  instructed  in  reading  and  writing  at  the  New  School 
House.  And  the  Selectmen  for  the  Time  Being  shall  take  due  care  to 
have  the  foregoing  report  carried  into  execution." 

This  report  after  due  consideration  was  "passed  in  the 
afiirmative  by  a  large  majority." 

The  Work  of  Co-     Here  is  the  first  vote  ever  passed  by  the 
education  Perma-     towu  providing  for  the  educatiou  of  fe- 

nently  Settled.  -,  rni  •       i?  a       •     •  j.\  •    i 

males.  Those  m  ravor  or  giving  the  girls 
partial  privileges  with  the  boj^s  —  they  were  restricted  to 
reading  and  writing — had  won  in  the  long  contest.  Pro- 
vision was  made  for  teaching  them  throughout  the  town, 
but  they  must  attend  the  master's  school.  Yet  the  advance 
once  commenced,  was  never  retarded,  and  in  a  few  years 
female  teachers  were  employed,  and  from  that  time  forward 
girls  and  boys  struggled  through  the  elements  of  education 
side  by  side.  It  is  presumed  that  very  few  girls  availed 
themselves  of  this  privilege,  indeed  it  must  have  been  quite 
inconvenient  for  those  living  at  a  distance  from  the  center 
of  the  town  to  do  so.  This  method  of  co-education  has 
been  continued  to  the  present  time.  Generally  an  article 
was  inserted  in  the  warrant  for  town-meeting  concerning 

1    See  Curson's  School,  pp.  475,  476. 
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the  scliooling  of  girls,  but  the  matter  was  settled  once  for 
all,  and  no  change  was  made.  For  some  reason  a  special 
vote  was  passed,  giving  Joel  Lyman  permission  to  send  his 
daughter  to  the  girls"  school. 

The  Arrangement      In  November,  1793,  it  was  not  only  voted  to 
Continued.  make  no  alteration  in  regard  to  this  matter, 

but  the  selectmen  were  "  requested  to  see 
that  the  girls  provide  themselves  with  wood  when  at  the 
masters  school."  At  another  meeting  the  schoolmasters 
were  directed  to  order  scholars  that  go  to  the  new  school- 
house,  to  bring  one  quarter  of  a  load  of  wood  each,  or  Is. 
6d.  in  money  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  fuel. 

other  Votes  about  From  this  time  there  is  reason  to  believe 
Schooling  Girls.  that  glrls  regularly  attended  the  town 
schools,  and  the  vote  requiring  them  to 
furnish  wood  indicates  that  quite  a  number  of  them  availed 
themselves  of  the  opportunity.  Still  there  was  something 
not  quite  satisfactory,  as  there  was  a  vote  passed  in  1793, 
authorizing  the  selectmen  to  let  at  auction  the  "southerly 
upper  room  in  the  new  school  house  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  girls."  At  a  subsequent  meeting  they  were  in- 
structed to  postpone  action  on  this  matter  for  one  quarter. 
This  probably  had  reference  to  the  ''  proprietors  school," 
already  noticed,  and  presumably  nothing  more  was  done 
about  it  for  several  years,  when  that  school  was  permitted 
to  use  a  room  in  the  school  building. 

Liekingwater  School-      A  slight  difficulty  occurred  iu  obtaining 
House.  a  site  for  the  new  school-house  at  Liek- 

ingwater. The  old  site  was  apparently 
too  small,  and  the  committee  were  instructed  to  buy  addi- 
tional land  if  possible,  or  if  that  could  not  be  done,  to 
place  the  building  partly  in  the  highway.  The  result  of 
these  instructions  is  not  apparent,  other  than  that  a  new 
building  was  erected. 

Minister's  Salary       Owiug  Undoubtedly  to  the  hard  times,  Rev. 
Increased.  ]vjj.^  Williams,  the  minister,  was  in  straight- 

ened circumstances,  and  he  applied  to  the 
town  for  aid,  in  1792.     An  article  was  inserted  in  the  war- 
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rant  about  increasing  his  salary,  and  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  his  needs.  A  report  in  favor  of 
granting  him  aid  was  made,  and  the  town  voted  to  give 
him  £100  ;  a  proposition  to  make  it  £160  having  failed. 
For  a  number  of  years  grants  of  sums  additional  to  his  sal- 
ary were  made,  though  in  1793,  it  was  decided  not  to  in- 
crease the  salary  ;  but  subsequently  a  vote  was  passed  to 
pay  him  "  £65  as  a  free  gift,"  towards  enabling  him  to  dis- 
charge his  present  debts.  While  the  people  were  willing 
to  vote  an  ample  support  to  the  minister,  they  were  averse 
to  increasing  the  sum  originally  fixed  upon  for  his  salary. 
Probably  they  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  then  financial 
difficulties  were  only  temporary,  while  an  addition  to  the 
salary  would  be  permanent. 

Post-office  Estab-      After  tlic  Revolutiou  postal  facilities  were 
^'^s.heA.  slowly   extended  throughout   the  country  ; 

so  slowly  in  fact  that  in  1799,  there  were 
only  seven  post-offices  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts. For  many  years  Springfield  was  the  only  postal 
town  in  this  section  of  the  State,  and  when  an  office  was 
established  here,  it  covered  all  the  territory  in  the  county 
on  both  sides  of  the  river,  north  of  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  present  County  of  Hampshire.  It  was  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1793,  that  government  extended  the  benefits  of  the 
postal  system  through  this  section,  and  a  post-office  was 
established  in  Northampton.  Previous  to  that  time  the 
nearest  one  was  at  Springfield,  and  everybody  who  had 
occasion  to  visit  that  town,  was  expected  to  bring  whatever 
mail-matter  there  was  destined  for  Northampton  or  the 
neighboring  towns.  No  regular  means  of  conveyance  up 
or  down  through  the  valley  then  existed,  and  very  little 
correspondence  was  carried  on  by  persons  living  in  the 
interior  towns.  People  in  those  days  wrote  very  few  let- 
ters, and  did  not  depend  on  the  newspapers  for  their  home 
news.  The  Gazette  had  been  for  six  years  a  weekly  visitor, 
but  local  happenings  were  generally  very  carefully  excluded 
from  its  columns.  Local  intelligence  was  usually  retailed  on 
Sunday  between  meetings,  and  on  lecture  days.  An  occa- 
sional traveler  brought  a  few  items  of  interest  from  the 
world  at  large,  or  an  itinerant  artizan,  plying  his  trade 
from  house  to  house,  delighted  his  employers  with  gossip. 
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many  times  drawing  upon  his  imagination  for  incidents  as 
he  proceeded  with  his  narrative. 

Mail  and  Stage  Line.  In  March,  the  jjost-office  department  ad- 
vertised for  bids  for  carrying  the  mails 
once  a  week  np  and  down  the  Connecticut  River  from 
Springfiekl  by  way  of  Northampton  to  Brattleboro,  and 
from  Brattleboro  to  Hanover,  N.  H.  The  advertisement 
was  inserted  in  the  Gazette  of  April  18**",  and  bids  were  to 
be  handed  in  by  the  first  of  June.  Levi  Pease^  was  the 
successful  contractor,  and  on  the  S^^  of  August  he  adver- 
tised that  he  "  had  at  great  expense  erected  a  line  of  Stage 
from  Springfield  in  Massachusetts  to  Dartmouth  College  in 
New  Hampshire.  It  leaves  Springfield  every  Monday  at 
one  o'clock,  P.  M.  Tlie  same  day  a  stage  sets  off  from 
Dartmouth  College  —  meet  at  Brattleborough  on  Tuesday 
evening,  exchanges  passengers,  and  return  to  Springfield 
and  Dartmouth  College,  on  Thursday.  The  stage  from 
Springfield  stops  at  Northampton  on  Monday  night,  dines 
at  Greenfield,  and  arrives  at  Brattleborough  on  Tuesday 
evening.  The  Stage  from  Dartmouth  dines  at  Windsor, 
and  lodges  at  Charlestown  on  Monday  night  ;  leaves 
Charlestown  on  Tuesday  morning  and  arrives  at  Brattle- 
borough the  same  evening."  The  fare  for  passengers  was 
3d.  per  mile,  with  14  lbs.  of  baggage.  One  hundred  fifty 
pounds  of  baggage  was  equivalent  to  one  passenger.  The 
limitation  of  baggage  to  14  lbs.  was  not  deemed  an  incon- 
venience, as  few  people  desired  to  carry  more.  Trunks 
had  not  then  come  into  general  use,  and  nearly  everybody 
carried  clothing,  etc.,  in  saddle-bags,  portmanteaus,  or 
valises,  as  they  had  been  accustomed  to  do  when  horse- 
back riding  was  the  principal  mode  of  conveyance. 

stage  Line  to  Boston.     Tlic  ncxt  year,  in  July,  a  line  of  stages 
was   established  from   Boston  to  North- 
ampton  by  Patch  &  Draper,   Worcester  being  the  point 

1  Capt.  Levi  Pease  had  been  engaged  in  the  stage  business  for  many  years,  and 
•was  well  equipped  for  such  au  enterprise.  He  was  a  native  of  Enfield.  Ct.,  born  in 
1739.  Throughout  the  Revolutionary  War  he  served  in  the  commissary  department, 
and  as  a  bearer  of  dispatches.  After  its  close  he  engaged  in  staging,  and  established 
a  route  between  Hartford  and  Boston.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  organize  a  stock 
company  to  build  and  maintain  turnpikes.  In  1704,  he  was  a  resident  of  Shrews- 
bury.—Temple's  History  of  Palmer,  pp.  22.3,  234. 
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where  passengers  were  exchanged.  The  fare  from  Boston 
to  Worcester  was  9d. ,  from  Worcester  to  Northampton  3d. 
per  mile,  and  28  lbs.  of  baggage  was  allowed.  These 
stages  stopped  at  Lyman's  Inn  on  Pleasant  Street.  In  De- 
cember, the  firm  extended  their  line  to  Albany.  This  was  the 
first  line  of  stages  from  this  town  to  Albany.  Pomeroy, 
Hunt  &  Co.  advertised  a  line  of  stages  from  Northampton 
to  Albany  in  1794,  to  make  three  trips  per  week  in  summer, 
starting  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday,  and  two  in 
winter.  The  exchange  of  passengers  was  made  at  Pitts- 
field.  It  seems  probable  that  the  other  line  had  failed.  In 
May  of  the  same  year  Pease,  Hunt  &  Co.  advertised  a  line 
of  stages  between  Boston  &  Albany,  to  run  three  times  a 
week.  The  fare  was  3d.  per  mile.  Northampton  was 
the  point  of  meeting  for  the  exchange  of  passengers,  and 
it  was  also  one  of  the  lodging  places.  Four  days  were 
occupied  in  the  transit  from  one  end  of  the  State  to  the 
other. 

stage  Lines  Bene-     These   Were   the   first  lines  of  stages  that 
^^^^^-  passed  through  this  town,  and  they  must 

have  given  considerable  impetus  to  the 
business  of  the  place.  While  these  through  lines  were 
running  to  the  east  and  west,  others  of  equal  importance 
were  in  operation  to  the  north  and  south,  and  before  the 
advent  of  railroads  it  was  no  novelty  to  see  as  many  as  six 
or  eight  coaches,  drawn  by  four  or  six  horses,  loaded  with 
passengers,  arrive  and  depart  daily. 

When  the  Post-office      While  there  is  nothing  to  show  the  exact 
Commenced.  fiate  wheu  the  post-office  was  established 

here,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  infer  that 
there  was  both  a  post-office  and  a  postmaster  in  town  when 
the  stage  commenced  running.  Unfortunately  Capt.  Pease 
omits  to  name  the  date  when  he  proposed  to  open  the  route. 
As  his  advertisement  appeared  in  the  paper  of  August  8*'', 
it  is  probable  that  the  stage  was  put  on  within  a  few  daj^s, 
and  that  the  post-ofl&ce  went  into  operation  not  far  from 
the  middle  of  that  month. 
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First  Postraastor.  Col.  Jolui  Breck,  SOU  of  Robei't  Breck,  was 
the  first  postmaster  in  Northampton.  His 
first  accounts  were  rendered  to  the  department,  March  1"', 
1793,  when  he  liad  undoubtedly  been  in  office  about  six 
months.  He  was  at  that  time  in  business  with  his  father, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Robert  Breck  &  Son.  They  dealt 
in  "English  and  Hardware  Goods,"  and  "crockery  and 
Glass  ware."  The  store  was  at  the  corner  of  Main  and 
King  Streets,  near  the  school-house.  The  first  list  of  let- 
ters-was published  in  the  Gazette  of  Oct.  3'',  1792.  In  it 
were  letters  for  persons  living  in  Chesterfield,  Deerfield, 
Belchertown,  Granby,  Southampton,  Glasgow  and  Am- 
herst. 

Other  Postmasters.  Col.  Breck  remained  in  the  office  six  years, 
when  he  resigned  and  Levi  Lyman  was 
appointed,  January  1"',  1798.  He  kept  the  office  at  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  office,  west  of  the  Court-House,  or 
opposite  the  meeting-house.  In  about  two  years  Mr.  Ly- 
man resigned,  and  Simeon  Butler  was  appointed,  April  1*^, 
1800.  He  removed  the  office  to  his  book-store  on  Shop 
Row,  where  are  now  located  S.  E.  Bridgman  &  Co. 

No  Method  of  Extin-  No  public  provisiou  for  the  extinguishment 
guishin-  Fires  in  of  fipeg  -^vas  made  in  this  town  till  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  From 
the  unsafe  method  of  building  then  existing,  with  the  huge 
chimney  and  enormous  fireplaces,  the  exposure  to  confla- 
gration must  have  been  verj^-  great.  Yet  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  pumps  and  buckets  were  the  only  appliances 
for  quenching  them,  the  surviving  record  of  houses  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  this  town  is  not  large.  The  first  step 
towards  the  purchase  of  a  fire-engine  was  taken  in  1792, 
when  the  sum  of  £30  was  voted  for  that  purpose  at  the 
May  meeting.  It  was  not  available,  however,  till  an  equal 
amount  had  been  raised  by  subscription.  The  incident 
that  undoubtedly  called  attention  to  the  need  of  some  such 
provision  for  safety,  was  the  burning  of  the  malt-house  of 
Benjamin  Prescott,  which  occurred  on  the  6^''  of  March, 
involving  a  loss  of  $1000.  Undoubtedly  the  money  was 
promptly  furnished,  and  the  engine   purchased.     At  anj^ 
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rate  an  occasion  occurred  for  its  use  in  the  following  Octo- 
ber, when  a  very  disastrous  fire  took  place  in  the  center  of 
the  town,  by  which  four  buildings  were  destroyed.  It 
broke  out  about  midnight  on  the  IS""  of  October,  in  a  new 
block  of  four  stores,  situated  a  short  distance  east  of  the 
present  Mansion  House.  A  strong  easterly  wind  prevailed, 
which  drove  the  flames  upon  the  house  of  Asahel  Pomeroy, 
then  the  principal  inn  in  town.  A  building  adjoining, 
occupied  by  Nathaniel  Blake  &  Co.,  soon  caught,  which 
was  destroyed,  together  with  the  dwelling-house  of  Col. 
William  Lyman.  Rain  had  fallen  during  the  evening  and 
continued  to  fall  while  the  fire  was  burning,  which  aided 
greatly  in  extinguishing  the  flames.  In  the  newspaper 
account  of  the  fire,^  no  mention  is  made  of  the  engine. 
Had  it  then  arrived  in  town,  no  doubt  some  allusion  would 
have  been  made  to  its  use.  This  fire,  however,  led  to  the 
procurement  of  further  means  of  protection.  At  the  No- 
vember meeting  the  selectmen  were  ordered  to  procure  a 
"  suitable  number  of  fire  hooks  and  ladders  as  they  shall 
judge  necessary  for  the  public  buildings  in  case  they  should 
be  on  fire."  The  engine^  must  have  been  obtained  during 
that  year,  for  at  the  same  meeting  the  first  board  of  fire- 
wardens was  appointed.  It  consisted  of  Samuel  Henshaw, 
Dr.  Hunt,  Col.  Lyman,  Dr.  Shephard,  and  Capt.  Lane. 
During  the  month  of  March,  the  town  voted  to  buy  leather 
pipes  for  the  engine,  and  in  April  the  fire- wards  were  in- 
structed "  to  procure  an  Hose  for  the  engine  at  the  expense 
of  the  town." 

The  Engine.  Fire-cngines  constructed  at  that  day  were 

simply  tubs  or  boxes  on  wheels,  with  pumps 
worked  by  brakes,  forcing  the  water  upon  the  fire.  They 
were  supplied  by  buckets  from  wells  or  cisterns,  the  peox)le 
forming  lines  and  passing  the  pails  from  one  to  another. 
Where  the  conditions  were  favorable,  water  was  pumped 
from  wells  directly  into  the  engine  reservoir.  Suction 
engines  did  not  come  into  use  in  this  country  till  1822,  and 
none  found  their  way  into  this  town  till  many  years  later. 

1  Hampshire  Gazette,  Oct.  17,  1792. 

2  Dr.  Hunt  has  a  memorandum  in  his  aocount-book  in  1793,  as  follows:  —  "  Our  fire 
engine  cost  213^  dollars  in  Philadelphia." 
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A  Water  Supply.  When  tliG  engine  was  purchased  there  was 
no  adequate  supply  of  water  for  its  use  in 
the  more  thickly  settled  portions  of  the  town.  The  only 
dependence  was  upon  private  wells  or  cisterns,  and  in  such 
a  fire  as  that  just  narrated  they  could  have  been  of  little 
service.  An  attempt  was  made  to  remedy  this  deficiency, 
and  in  the  following  year,  Thomas  Star,  who  lived  on  Elm 
Street,  near  the  present  Round  Hill  road,  sold  the  springs 
in  his  pasture  adjoining  that  of  Samuel  Henshaw,  to  Asahel 
Pomeroy,  William  Lyman,  Timothy  Mather,  Benjamin 
Prescott,  and  Ebenezer  Hunt,  who  formed  the  first  aque- 
duct company  in  town.  An  aqueduct,  consisting  of  logs 
bored  through  the  center,  the  ends  accurately  fitted  into 
each  other,  was  carried  across  the  rear  of  the  Elm  Street 
lots  to  a  reservoir,  built  near  the  front  line  of  the  lot  on 
which  Mr.  Alexander  McCallum  now  lives,  and  thence 
across  other  lots  on  the  same  side  of  the  street  to  the  house 
or  tavern  of  Asahel  Pomeroy  on  meeting-house  hill.  Near 
this  house  a  reservoir  was  built  in  the  highway,  which  was 
presumably  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  one  now  existing 
there  in  front  of  the  First  Church.  This  aqueduct  sup- 
plied water  to  the  above  named  parties  at  their  residences, 
and  was  in  use  when  the  present  system  of  waterworks 
succeeded  the  old  method  in  1871.  Another  large  reservoir 
was  afterwards  built  at  the  junction  of  Elm  and  Prospect 
Streets,  in  the  highway  near  where  the  fountain  now  is. 
These  reservoirs  were  the  only  reliance  of  the  town  for  the 
suppression  of  fires  for  many  years.  The  water  was  sup- 
plied at  the  houses  by  smaller  logs  to  which  a  "pent 
stock  "  was  attached  from  which  the  water  was  constantly 
fiowing. 

Another  Aqueduct      A  f  ew  ycars  af  tcrwards  a  second  aqueduct 
Company.  compauy   was   formed,    and   water   was 

brought  from  springs  on  the  easterly  or 
northerly  side  of  Round  Hill.  It  passed  down  King  and 
into  Pleasant  Street.  In  1804,  the  aqueduct  was  in  need  of 
repairs,  and  the  company  voted  that  each  member  should 
pay  for  them  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  "  Pen  Stocks*' 
he  had  in  use.  Signed  to  this  agreement  were  the  following 
names  :  —  Solomon  Williams,  two  pen  stocks  ;  C.  L.  Seeger, 


560  HISTORY   OF   NORTHAMPTON.  [1792. 

one  ;  Hezekiali  Hutcliens,  one  ;  Noadiah  Pease,  two  ;  Lewis 
Strong,  one  ;  S.  Hinckley,  two  ;  Levi  Lyman,  two ;  and 
Henry  Frink,  two. 

Division  of  the         One  of  the  permanent  grievances  of  the  time 
County.  seems  to  have  been  the  size  of  Hampshire 

County.  Various  attempts  for  its  division 
have  already  been  noted.  The  question  was  once  more 
agitated  in  1792,  by  certain  persons  from  the  northern  part 
of  the  county.  At  the  November  meeting  a  committee  was 
appointed  "  to  show  cause  why  the  county  should  not  be 
divided  agreeably  to  the  prayer  of  David  Smead  and 
others. "  ^  This  committee  made  an  elaborate  report  against 
the  petition,  which  was  entered  at  length  upon  the  town 
records  and  published  in  the  newspapers.  It  was  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

"1.  Because  of  the  expence  &  inconvenience  arising  from  the  local 
situation  of  the  Petitioners,  &  their  distance  from  the  places  of  holding 
the  Courts,  we  presume,  has  always  been  &  still  is  within  their  power 
to  remedy  by  giving  their  votes  to  establish  the  Courts  in  a  central 
situation. 

"2.  Because  we  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  ancient  number 
of  Courts  were  again  restored  to  the  County,  &  made  central,  all  their 
complaints  of  unreasonable  delays  in  obtaining  Justice  would  be  obvia- 
ted, unless  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court :  And  as  the  whole  time  of 
the  Justices  of  that  Court  is  occupied  in  performing  their  present  cir- 
cuits, we  cannot  conceive  that  they  would  derive  a  remedy  by  a  division 
without  an  additional  number  of  Justices  made  to  that  Court,  who 
shall  ride  in  different  circuits,  and  in  that  case  we  believe  they  may  be 
as  well  accommodated  without  as  with  a  division  of  the  County. 

•'  3.  Because  the  present  form  of  the  County  is  such  that  in  case  of 
a  division,  the  Inhabitants  of  many  To'^tis  will  not  be  at  all  benefitted 
or  relieved,  but  many  of  them  be  less  accommodated  than  with  a  cen- 
tral situation. 

"4.  Because  we  beKeve  that  the  total  amount  of  expenses  within 
the  two  Counties  will  be  much  greater  than  in  the  present  situation  of 
the  County,  besides  having  a  tendency  to  multiply  law  suits,  and  be- 

1  A  convention  of  delegates  from  a  number  of  towns  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
county,  held  in  December,  1791,  voted  "  to  petition  the  Legislature  to  divide  the 
Coiinty  of  Hampshire  by  a  line  running  east  and  west,  across  the  same,  where  to 
your  Honors  may  seem  best."  This  petition  was  signed  by  David  Smead  in  behalf 
of  the  convention,  and  was  dated  ''Greenfield,  Dec.  29,  1791."  The  only  reason  as- 
signed for  such  a  division  was  the  "  very  great  increase  of  population,  settlement, 
and  improvement  in  the  northern  part "  of  the  county.  It  was  presented  at  the  next 
session  of  the  Legislature,  and  an  order  of  notice  served  on  the  several  towns,  under 
date  of  June  25,  1792,  returnable  at  the  session  of  the  following  year.  It  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  that  document  that  the  above  action  was  taken  by  the  town. 
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cause  there  must  also  be  a  great  increase  of  expense  for  public  build- 
ings all  which  the  present  County  are  completely  furnished  with  in  a 
central  situation. 

"5.  Because  we  humbly  conceive  that  if  the  Legislature  should 
adopt  some  more  certain  method  to  obtain  the  sentiments  of  the  sev- 
eral Towns  within  this  County  they  would  find  a  very  great  majority 
opposed  to  a  division  ;  and  a  very  considerable  majority  even  of  the 
Towns  within  the  limits  of  the  new  proposed  County  ;  as  only  eleven 
Towns  joined  in  the  Petition  when  the  whole  were  called  on  for  that 
particular  purpose. 

"  6.  Because  we  look  forward  to  1795,  and  contemplate  at  the  time 
of  revising  the  Constitution,  that  (if  necessary)  there  will  be  a  revision 
of  all  the  Counties  within  the  Commonwealth,  and  that  any  partial 
division  at  this  time  may  interfere  vnth  the  general  plan  that  may  then 
be  adopted,  or  that  some  other  measures  will  be  concerted  that  shall 
effectually  remedy  the  local  inconveniences  that  many  of  the  Counties 
within  the  Commonwealth  are  now  complaining  of. 

"The  foregoing  report  being  read  and  unanimously  accepted,  and 
the  Town  Clerk  directed  to  transmit  an  attested  Copy  thereof  to  the 
General  Court." 

A  Committee  to  In-      The  STiggestion  in  the  above  report  that  a 
vestigate.  Committee  should  be  sent  into  the  county 

to  ascertain  the  sentiments  of  the  people, 
was  acted  upon  by  the  Legislature.  In  May,  1793,  the 
town  apjjointed  Ebenezer  Hunt  and  William  Lyman, 
agents  to  appear  before  the  committee  with  instructions  to 
oppose  a  division  and  "urge  the  expediency  and  necessity 
of  holding  all  the  Courts  in  a  central  situation  in  preference 
to  any  other  possible  alteration."  The  legislative  commit- 
tee met  at  Asahel  Pomeroy's  tavern  on  the  third  Tuesday 
in  October.  Nothing  resulted  from  this  attempt  to  divide 
the  county.  Probably  the  committee  found  that  the  senti- 
ment of  the  people  was  not  yet  sufiiciently  concentrated  to 
render  any  such  movement  desirable. 

Attempt  to  Increase    In  the  Warrant  for  the  April  meeting  in 
the  Schoolmaster's    1793^  ^as  an  article  "to  see  if  the  town 

Wages.     Dancing.  .,,  __  _  ,     __ 

Will  encrease  Master  Lyman  and  Master 
Guilford's  wages"  and  another  "to  see  if  the  Town  will 
permit  dancing  in  the  school  under  certain  regulations." 
Was  the  above  action  owing  to  the  admission  of  girls  to 
the  schools  ?  In  the  first  place  it  is  but  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  the  schoolmasters  considered  themselves  entitled 
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to  more  pay  because  they  had  a  larger  number  of  students 
under  their  care.  And  then  the  admission  of  the  other  sex 
must  have  opened  the  way  to  the  cultivation  of  the  graces 
and  amenities  of  social  life.  Both  of  these  items  were 
referred  to  "the  discretion  of  the  selectmen." 

Dancing  and  Dancing     Dauciug,  which  in  the  early  years  of  the 
Schools.  colony,  was  considered  one  of  the  seven 

deadly  sins,  prohibited  in  ordinaries  by 
law,  denounced  by  the  clergy,  and  frowned  upon  by  all 
godly  people,  grew  in  favor  as  the  country  increased  in  pop- 
ulation, and  became  quite  a  popular  amusement  previous 
to  the  Revolution.  In  this  town  from  1760  to  1770,  it  was 
generally  practiced  by  the  young  people.  There  was  no 
regular  dancing  hall,  and  balls  were  not  common  ;  but 
dancing  was  permitted  on  many  occasions.  At  weddings, 
at  thanksgiving  time,  at  quiltings,  and  frequently  at  the 
winding  up  of  a  sleigh-ride,  the  young  people  indulged  in 
this  amusement  when  a  fiddler  could  be  obtained.  Sleigh- 
ing parties  frequently  carried  the  fiddler  with  them.  ^  Be- 
fore the  Revolution,  Midah,  a  negro  employed  in  the  tan- 
nery of  Caleb  Strong  Sr. ,  was  the  principal  fiddler  in  town. 
Dancing  schools  were  opened  in  Boston  in  1686,  and  were 
quite  common  in  1774,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  the 
dancing-master  invaded  Northampton  till  twenty  years 
after  the  latter  date.  He  made  his  appearance  just  about 
the  time  the  matter  of  dancing  in  the  school-house  came  up 
in  town-meeting.  It  is  barely  possible  that  the  action 
taken  at-  this  time  had  reference  to  the  use  of  the  school- 
house  for  a  private  dancing  school.  The  clerk  recorded  the 
vote  as  pertaining  to  ' '  dancing  in  the  school  house. " 

First  Dancing  School.  In  tliis  towu  the  first  dauciug  school  of 
which  there  is  absolute  knowledge,  was 
advertised  in  the  Hampshire  Gazette,  March  12"',  1794,  to 
be  held  in  Pomeroy's  Hall,  so  that  it  is  probable  that  the 
selectmen  were  too  discreet  to  permit  the  school-house  to 

1  At  the  August  Court,  1759,  Joseph  Hawley  complained  of  Ebeuezer  Pomeroy^ 
innkeeper  at  Hockanum,  Hadley,  because  in  the  same  month  of  August,  he  was 
guilty  of  "misrule  and  disorder  in  his  house,  by  suffering  sundry  couples  of  young 
people  belonging  to  Northampton,  of  the  two  sexes,  to  sing  and  dance  and  revel  in 
his  house,  and  there  to  continue  one  whole  night  next  following,  contrary  to  law." 
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be  used  for  any  such  purpose,  certainly  they  were  not 
quite  ready  to  add  dancing  to  the  curriculum  of  the  schools. 
It  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Griffiths,  who  also  had  another 
school  at  Amherst.  These  schools  soon  became  permanent, 
for  they  were  continued  by  different  teachers  at  intervals 
during  the  remainder  of  the  century.  Asahel  Pomeroy, 
in  rebuilding  his  tavern,  seems  to  have  added  a  hall,  and 
for  many  years  these  schools  were  held  there. 

Schools  at  Lone  Town  Loue  Towu  and  Lower  Farms  both  sought 
and  Lower  Farms.  better  school  accommodations  and  in  each 
case  the  town  voted  them  an  allowance. 
To  the  latter  district  was  voted  "as  much  money  towards 
building  a  new  school  house,  as  they  have  paid  for  the  new 
school  house  in  the  center  and  in  Lickingwater,  amounting 
to  £14.18."  The  Lone  Town  people  were  allowed  their  pro- 
portion of  the  taxes  for  schools.  Subsequently  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  build  a  school-house  there,  and  a 
grant  of  650  towards  the  expense  was  made. 

Mill  River  Bridge.  Lickiugwater  bridge  was  greatly  out  of  re- 
pair, and  at  the  December  meeting  an  order 
was  passed  to  make  temporary  betterments  for  the  winter, 
and  to  build  a  new  one  the  following  summer.  It  was  to 
be  sixteen  feet  wide,  to  be  covered  with  white  pine  plank, 
clear  of  sap,  three  inches  thick  and  well  pinned  down,  and 
to  be  about  eighteen  inches  lower  than'  the  old  one.  Mate- 
rials for  the  new  bridge  were  to  be  obtained  during  the 
winter.  At  the  next  March  meeting  a  vote  was  passed  to 
supply  the  Lickingwater  bridge  committee  with  ' '  rum  for 
raising  the  same,  and  with  nails  for  finishing  it."  This 
combination  undoubtedly  formed  an  "iron  tonic,"  which 
guaranteed  a  substantial  structure.  Before  the  work  was 
commenced,  several  persons  were  added  to  the  committee 
to  advise  with  them  with  regard  to  the  place  in  which  it 
should  be  erected.  It  is  probable  that  the  new  structure 
was  placed  a  short  distance  below  the  old  one,  and  very 
nearly  on  the  site  of  the  covered  bridge  recently  removed. 

The  Embargo.  During  the  decade  immediately  succeeding 

the  treaty  of  peace,  both  the  United  States 

and  Great  Britain  were  continually  charging  each  other 
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with  infractions  of  its  provisions.  These  animosities  were 
aggravated  by  British  orders  in  Council,  directing  English 
cruisers  to  seize  all  ships  laden  with  provisions  bound  for 
any  French  port  and  bring  them  to  the  British  Admiralty 
Courts  for  adjudication.  This  meant  the  extermination  of 
all  trade  with  France  and  her  colonies,  and  produced  great 
•excitement  in  this  country.  War  with  England  was 
strongly  advocated.  But  when  Congress  assembled  retalia- 
tory measures  were  adopted,  and  an  embargo  was  laid  for 
thirty  days,  which  was  afterwards  continued  for  thirty 
days  longer.  This  of  course  nearly  interdicted  all  foreign 
trade,  and  so  greatly  increased  the  excitement  that  the 
question  of  discontinuing  all  trade  in  articles  of  British 
growth  and  manufacture  was  seriously  considered.  So 
strained  were  the  relations  between  the  two  countries  that 
war  was  thought  to  be  almost  inevitable.  While  this  hos- 
tile feeling  was  at  its  height,  measures  were  taken  by  Pres- 
ident Washington,  looking  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of 
affairs  with  the  mother-country,  and  Chief  Justice  Jay  was 
commissioned  to  negotiate  a  settlement.  At  the  same  time 
preparations  were  made  for  a  vigorous  defense.  Among 
them  was  the  enrollment  of  eighty  thousand  militia.  Jay 
succeeded  in  negotiating  a  new  treaty  with  England,  which, 
though  bitterly  denounced  throughout  the  Union,  was  rati- 
fied by  the  Senate  and  signed  by  the  President. 

Bounty  for  Soldiers.  In  July,  soou  after  the  Call  for  troops  had 
been  issued,  Northampton  voted  that  all 
who  were  drafted  or  volunteered  from  this  town  should 
receive  $3  per  month  additional  pay  from  the  town,  pro- 
vided they  were  called  into  actual  service.  Fortunately  no 
soldiers  were  needed,  but  Northampton  manifested  her 
patriotism  and  hearty  determination  to  support  the  govern- 
ment in  its  hour  of  need.  The  quota  of  Northampton  was 
filled  from  the  enrolled  militia,  and  numbered  forty-three 
men,  who  were  organized  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Shubael  Wilder,  and  went  into  training.  On  the  muster- 
roll  they  were  called  "  minute-men."  They  trained  one  day 
at  Hatfield,  and  in  1797,  the  town  voted  to  pay  them  each 
$1  ' '  for  their  extra  service  in  training  one  day. " 
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Treasurer's  Aoeouut-  Either  by  accideiit  or  design,  one  or  more 
Books  Burned.  of  the  Town  Treasurer's  account-books 
were  burned  in  1794.  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  investigate  the  affair,  and  their  report  was 
accepted  and  placed  on  file.  No  vestige  of  that  document 
has  come  to  light,  and  it  is  not  known  how  serious  was  the 
loss  occasioned  by  the  conflagration.  ^  The  accident  hap- 
pened early  in  the  year,  before  the  annual  meeting,  and 
caused  considerable  excitement  in  town,  resulting  in  the 
electian  of  Samuel  Hinckley  as  Treasurer  in  March.  Mr. 
Clark  had  served  satisfactorily  in  that  capacity  for  thirteen 
years. 

First  Town  Map.  Duriug  tMs  year  the  first  map  of  the  town^ 
of  which  there  is  any  record,  was  made. 
The  General  Court  ordered  that  every  town  in  the  State 
should  prepare  a  map  and  forward  it  to  the  State-House. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  attend  to  this  duty,  and  the 
map  which  is  reproduced  in  this  volume^  is  now  on  file  in 
the  State-House,  together  with  the  others  which  were  pre- 
pared in  accordance  with  the  Resolve. 

Music  Teacher  Pro-     A  uumbcr  of  citizeus,  "  siugers,"  the  war- 
^ided.  i-ant  calls  them,  presented  a  petition  pray- 

ing that  a  teacher  of  music  might  be  em- 
ployed at  the  public  charge.  At  the  September  meeting 
the  selectmen  were  directed  to  confer  with  the  petitioners 
and  "  if  they  think  necessary  to  hire  a  singing  master  at 
the  expense  of  the  town."  This  indicates  that  either  sing- 
ing-schools had  been  discontinued  or  that  they  had  been 
carried  on  by  private  subscription.  Very  likely  there  had 
been  none  for  several  years.  The  selectmen  were  also  in- 
structed to  supply  the  pulpit  when  the  pastor  was  absent, 
and  they  were  recommended  to  keep  regular  books  contain- 
ing all  the  business  transacted  by  the  selectmen  and 
assessors. 

1  Mr.  Judd  in  his  diary  has  the  following  allusion  to  this  affair:  -'Mr.  Joseph 
Clark  has  had  his  desk  on  Fire,  and  the  Town  Book  of  Treasury  is  burnt  up.  Much 
talk  about  it." 

'3  Copies  of  these  maps  of  all  the  Towns  in  Hampshire  County  may  be  found  at 
the  Forbes  Library. 
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School-Committee      In  Marcli  1795,  a  committee  was  instructed 
Appointed.  -^q  "  I'eport  a  plan  of  education  comporting 

with  the  law  &  calculated  to  diffuse  a  gen- 
eral and  equal  instruction  of  children  throughout  the 
town."  At  a  subsequent  meeting  this  committee  reported 
that  they  had  concluded  not  to  recommend  a  system  of 
education,  but  suggested  the  establishment  of  a  school- 
committee  consisting  of  the  selectmen  and  four  other  per- 
sons, who  should  be  authorized  to  control  all  educational 
matters  in  the  town.     They  reported  :  — 

' '  That  it  shall  be  the  Duty  of  the  School  Committee  to  provide  In- 
structors, to  apportion  the  Scholars  to  the  different  Schools,  to  deter- 
mine on  School  hours,  to  alter  if  they  see  fit  the  time  and  manner  of 
instructing  Grirls,  and  in  general,  to  inspect  &  regulate  the  Schools 
according  to  their  best  discretion.  Provided,  however,  that  it  shall  not 
be  in  the  discretion  of  the  Committee  to  violate  any  law  respecting 
Schools,  nor  to  expend  a  greater  Sum  annually  than  the  said  820  Dol- 
lars. And  that  the  Town  may  know  the  situation  of  their  Schools,  the 
Committee  shall  report  at  the  March  meeting  annually  a  general  State- 
ment of  the  Schools,  setting  forth  the  number  of  Scholars  in  each  the 
Branches  of  learning  taught  in  each,  and  the  Sum  given  to  each 
Instructor." 

This  report  was  accepted,  and  Samuel  Henshaw,  Capt. 
Ebenezer  Lane,  Mr.  Solomon  Stoddard  Jr. ,  and  Dr.  Ebene- 
zer  Hunt,  were  appointed  members  of  the  school-committee. 
Undoubtedly  the  arrangement  for  a  school-committee, 
made  a  few  years  previous,  had  been  discontinued.  This 
at  any  rate  was  the  first  provision  made  for  an  annual 
school  report.  No  allusion  to  such  a  report  has  been  found 
upon  the  records.  It  is  possible  that  it  consisted  of  a  ver- 
bal statement  made  at  the  appointed  time. 

Monument  to  Major     A  movement  was  made  this  year  towards 
Hawiey.  erecting  a   monument   to  the  memory  of 

Major  Hawiey.  It  was  high  time  the  town 
should  show  in  some  way  its  respect  for  the  distinguished 
citizen  who  had  so  freely  given  such  a  large  portion  of  his 
estate  to  the  municipality.  But  no  very  great  sentiment 
of  generosity  towards  the  memory  of  its  benefactor  pre- 
vailed in  town  at  that  time,  for  a  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  matter,  reported  that  in  ' '  their  opinion  Mr. 
Joseph  Clarke,  his  principal  Heir,  will  erect  one."    There 
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tlie  matter  rested,  and  no  further  action  was  taken.  Event- 
ually Mr.  Clarke  did  erect  such  a  monument,  which  may 
still  be  seen  in  the  Bridge  Street  cemetery. 

A  Jiemoriai  from       Rev.  Mr.  WilHams  presented  a  memorial  to 

the  Minister.  i]jq   towu   coucemiug  his  financial  affairs, 

and  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred, 

reported  that  his  debts  amounted  to  £203. 1 9. 3^,  and  they 

also  stated  :  — 

"That  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  point  out  any  eligible  plan  by  which 
Mr.  Williams  can  possibly  discharge  his  existing  Debts  and  that  He  is, 
therefore,  necessitated  to  throw  himself  on  the  mercy  and  generosity  of 
the  town  for  relief,  and  should  they  withhold  their  needed  aid,  He  must 
be  compelled  to  sell  his  little  real  Estate  to  pay  his  debts ;  and  then 
starve  before  our  eyes ;  or  else  quit  the  Town  in  search  of  a  happier 
situation  :  and  whether  it  would  comport  with  the  feelings,  the  Hon- 
our, or  even  the  Interest  of  the  Town  to  compel  him  to  adopt  either 
alternative  is  left  by  the  Committee  to  their  serious  consideration." 

The  town  met  this  proposition  in  the  following  manner  : 
''After  cool  &  candid  consideration  of  the  Subject,  voted, 
That  there  should  be  delivered  to  the  Rev.  Solomon  Wil- 
liams, &  for  his  use  and  benefit.  Town  notes,  not  appro- 
priated, or  in  notes  of  the  Town  Treasurer,  or  both,  to  the 
amount  of  £203.19.31,  the  transfer  and  delivery  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  selectmen."  It  was  also  voted  to  pay 
him  £30  per  year  instead  of  fire-wood.  This  last  proposi- 
tion was  afterwards  accepted  by  Mr.  Williams. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

MEMORIAL  TO   CONGRESS— CANALS— SCHOOLS. 

Revision  of  the  Con-    When   the  coiistitutioii  of  the  State  was 
stitution.  adopted  in   1780,   it  was  proposed  that  a 

convention  should  be  called  in  fifteen  years 
for  the  purpose  of  revising  or  changing  that  instrument, 
should  such  a  course  be  deemed  necessary.  The  expediency 
of  such  a  revision  was  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  several 
towns  in  the  State,  in  1795.  A  special  meeting  was  held  in 
Northampton  on  the  6"'  of  May,  to  "  vote  on  the  proposed 
revision  of  the  constitution  in  order  to  amendments."  The 
clerk's  record  of  the  action  of  this  meeting  reads  :  — 

''  And  after  the  Subject  was  duly  considered,  the  Selectmen  called  on 
those  who  were  in  favor  of  a  revision  to  rise — but  no  one  rose.  They 
then  called  on  those  who  were  against  a  revision  to  signify  it — where- 
upon 125  voters  declared  against  a  revision." 

The  Constitution       Similar  actiou  was  taken  by  a  great  majority 
Satisfactory.  Qf  other  towus   throughout  the   Common- 

wealth, and  no  convention  was  held  for  the 
purpose  of  revising  the  constitution  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury. When  the  provisions  of  the  document  came  into 
good  working  order,  it  was  found  to  meet  all  requirements 
in  a  most  satisfactory  manner.  Having  become  reconciled 
to  its  demands  and  growing  prosperous  under  them, 
the  people  began  to  regard  it  with  reverence,  and  were  un- 
willing to  submit  it  to  the  uncertainty  of  a  general  over- 
hauling. The  discontent  that  prevailed  soon  after  its 
adoption,  had  subsided,  and  the  machinery  of  government 
was  running  so  smoothly  that  no  one  cared  to  tinker  the 
constitution.  No  farther  movement  was  made  in  this 
direction  till  1820,  when  a  convention  was  held  and  the 
instrument  was  very  thoroughly  and  carefully  revised. 
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singing-Master  Em-     Elias  Maiiii  WRS  employed  by  tlie  town  to 
pioy®<^-  teach   singing-school,    Thursday,    Friday, 

and  Saturday  evenings  during  the  months 
of  December  and  January.  He  was  paid  $26  for  his  ser- 
vices and  was  to  lead  the  singing  on  the  Sabbath. 

Guide-Posts  Erected.  A  series  of  guide-posts  was  erected  about 
town  by  the  selectmen  in  accordance  with 
the  law,  and  the  list  placed  on  file.  These  had  reference  to 
the  direction  and  distances  to  other  towns,  and  not  to  the 
streets  of  Northampton. 

Funerals  in  the  Meet-    The  custom  of   holding  f  uuerals  in  the 
ing-House.  meetiug-house  seems  to  have  prevailed, 

for  a  vote  was  passed  that  "  no  corpse 
shall  in  future  be  carried  into  the  meeting  house  in  the 
time  of  public  worship,  on  the  Sabbath."  Several  cases  of 
contagious  disease  appeared  in  town  about  this  time,  and 
this  undoubtedly  was  the  reason  for  such  a  vote. 

The  New  Treaty        The  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  negotiated 
Opposed.  ]jj  John  Jay  was  strongly  antagonized  even 

before  its  provisions  had  been  promulgated. 
The  great  opposition  manifested  towards  it  throughout  the 
country  was  mainly  political,  and  for  that  reason  was  all  the 
more  vehement  and  bitter.  Meetings  in  opposition  to  it  were 
held  in  the  large  cities.  In  Boston  so  intense  was  the  feel- 
ing that  riots  occurred.  Certain  government  officers  were 
insulted,  and  in  one  instance  assaulted.  Notwithstanding 
this  opposition  the  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  Senate. 

Memorial  to  Con-     In  the  National  House  of  Representatives 
K'^^ss-  in  1795,  came  ilp  the  question  of  an  appro- 

priation to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty.  It  was  feared  that  the  prevalent  hostile  feeling 
would  ensure  the  defeat  of  any  bill  for  that  purpose.  Con- 
sequently an  attempt  was  made  to  influence  the  action  of 
Congress  by  petitions  and  memorials  from  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. A  meeting  of  *''a  respectable  number  of  Free  hold- 
ers and  other  Inhabitants  of  Hampshire  County,"  was  held 
at  Northampton,  April   27'"',  1796,  at  which  it  was  voted 
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"that  the  treaty  lately  negotiated  with  Great  Britain, 
ought  to  be  carried  into  immediate  effect."  Samuel  Hen- 
shaw,  Ebenezer  Hunt  of  Northampton,  William  Pyn- 
chon  of  Springfield,  Ebenezer  Mattoon  of  Amherst,  Wil- 
liam Coleman  of  Greenfield,  Jonathan  E.  Porter  of  Hadley, 
and  Warham  Parks,  were  appointed  to  draft  a  petition  to 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  This  document  was 
prepared,  adopted  by  the  convention,  and  a  vote  passed 
requesting  ' '  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  to  forward  to 
each  town  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  a  copy  of  the  Peti- 
tion, together  with  a  circular  letter  desiring  their  imme- 
diate attention  to  this  momentous  subject."  That  body  at 
once  acceded  to  this  request  and  dispatched  the  desired 
letter  and  petition  to  the  several  towns.  ^ 

The  Town  Approves.  On  the  secoud  of  May  the  letter  from  the 
Grand  Jury  and  the  accompanying  petition 
came  before  the  town,  when  it  was  unanimously  voted 
"that  the  Circular  Letter  from  the  Grand  Jury  of  this 
County  together  with  the  Petition  to  Congress,  praying 
that  provision  might  be  made  to  Cary  into  effect  the  Treaty 
lately  negociated  with  Great  Britain,  as  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  warrant  should  be  read." 

"Whereupon  after  two  several  readings  Voted  unani- 
mously to  accept  the  same."  Subsequently  it  was  voted 
"unanimously,  that  the  said  Petition  is  expressive  of  the 
Sentiments  of  this  Town  and  that  it  should  be  delivered  to 
Ebenezer  Hunt  and  by  him  sent  to  Sam'l  Lyman,  Esq., 
requesting  him  to  lay  the  same  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, now  in  Session  at  Philadelphia." 

Approved  by  the       On  the  11"'  of  May,  meetings  had  been  held 
County.  in   most   of   the  towns  in  the  county  and 

votes  passed  approving  the  petition.  The 
meetings  were  uncommonly  full  and  unanimous  upon  the 
subject.  Petitions  from  fifteen  towns  in  this  neighborhood 
were  forwarded  to  Congress  by  mail  on  the  6*''  of  May.  ^ 

1  This  letter  may  be  found  in  the  Hampshire  Gazette,  May  4,  1796. 

2  Hampshire  Gazette,  May  4,  1796. 
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Approved  by  the       A  sti'ong  feeling  in  favor  of  carrying  out 
^^W^-  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  pervaded  the 

county  and  manifested  itself  on  all  public 
occasions.  At  most  of  the  May  trainings  of  the  militia, 
at  which  it  was  customary  for  the  soldiers  to  dine  together, 
patriotic  toasts  and  speeches  were  made  in  favor  of  the 
treaty. 

Geese  not  to  run      In  December  a  by-law  to  restrain  geese  from 
at  Large.  going  at  large  in  the  streets,  was  adopted. 

It  provided  that  all  such  animals  found 
upon  the  highway  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  Court- 
House,  were  liable  to  be  killed,  the  animal  to  be  forfeited 
to  the  person  killing  the  same. 

A  Pest-House.  In  the  following  January,  a  movement  was 

made  to  build  a  "  Hospital,"  which  was  sim- 
ple" a  polite  name  for  a  pest-house.  It  was  to  be  one  story 
high,  and  to  be  built  on  town  land  near  where  the  former 
'*  Hospital "  stood.  In  March  the  purchase  of  a  small  piece 
of  land  on  which  to  place  the  building  was  authorized. 
About  this  time  Mrs.  Hannah  Murray  sued  the  town  for 
the  use  of  her  house  in  a  case  of  smallpox.  A  committee 
reported  that  the  expense  should  be  paid  from  the  estate  of 
the  deceased,  but  under  the  circumstances  the  town  might 
with  propriety  pay  one  half  the  bill.  Probably  this  was 
the  case  of  Abner  Barnard,  who  died  of  that  disease  in 
January. 

Protection  against     Tliis  year  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  re- 
^'i'®^'  port  concerning  the  best  method  of  prevent- 

ing fires,  and  they  seem  to  have  confined 
themselves  wholly  to  school-houses.     They  recommended 

' '  That  the  present  and  all  future  Selectmen  make  it  an  indispensable 
Condition  with  the  Preceptors  who  are  or  maj'  be  improved  in  the  Sev- 
eral Schools  that  they  shall  every  night  see  that  the  Fires  in  their  re- 
spective Schools  be  wholly  extinguished  and  that  no  Preceptor  be  im- 
proved who  will  not  engage  so  to  do  &  Practice,  and  that  in  default 
thereof  they  be  dismissed,  and  that  each  School  be  furnished  with  a 
Pail," 

The  selectmen  were  also  authorized  to  "  contract  with 
some  Person  living  near  the  Center  School  House  and  a  per- 
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son  living  near  the  Scliool  House  in  Lickingwater,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  take  care  of  the  Buildings  and  see  that 
the  Preceptors  obey  the  orders  of  the  Town  respecting 
Fires."  They  were  also  instructed  to  procure  two  stoves 
for  the  Center  School-House.  The  scholars  had  been  here- 
tofore warmed  by  huge  fireplaces,  and  no  doubt  they  were 
very  uncomfortable  in  cold  weather,  and  the  building  was 
liable  to  take  fire  from  carelessness  or  neglect.  There  is  no 
indication  that  either  of  them  had  suffered  in  this  respect, 
but  some  danger  from  that  source  was  feared,  else  these 
special  precautions  had  not  been  taken. 

other  Precautions  to     In  November  of  the  same  year  still  farther 
Subdue  Fires.  precautious   Were   taken.      The   fire-war- 

dens were  directed  to  "  fasten  ropes  to  the 
Fire  Hooks,  and  they  are  also  to  be  vigilant  and  alert  at  all 
times  in  conveying  them  to  any  part  of  the  Town  where  a 
Fire  may  happen."  At  the  same  time  the  wardens  were 
ordered  to  procure  four  ladders,  to  be  placed  "  one  on  the 
Plain  [upper  part  of  Bridge  Street],  one  in  Lickingwater, 
one  in  New  Boston  [upper  Elm  Street],  and  the  other  in 
the  center  of  the  town,  and  in  care  of  some  Persons  with 
Instructions  not  to  lend  them,  except  in  Cases  of  Fire."  The 
selectmen  were  also  empowered  to  procure  a  dozen  leather 
buckets  for  the  use  of  the  engine  to  be  deposited  and  kept 
with  the  machine. 

No  Visible  Reason     Some  spccial  reasou  must  have  existed  for 
for  Activity  about     all  thesc  additions  to  the  fire-department. 

Fires 

Towns  do  not  usually  wake  up  so  thorough- 
ly and  appropriate  money  for  any  such  object  unless  there 
is  some  exciting  cause.  Yet  nothing  appears  to  have  oc- 
curred in  this  town  to  call  attention  to  the  need  of  more 
and  greater  safeguards  against  fires.  The  newspapers  may 
be  searched  in  vain  for  anything  bearing  upon  this  point. 
They  were  not  in  the  habit  of  publishing  local  news. 
Everybody  knew  what  was  going  on  at  home,  and  as  every 
local  item  was  published  at  the  expense  of  so  much  foreign 
news,  or  of  some  aged  item  from  Boston,  Philadelphia  or 
New  York,  it  is  vain  to  look  for  anything  of  the  kind. 
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Another  Fire-Engine.  The  foUowiiig  year  ail  effoi't  was  made  to 
obtain  anotlier  fire-engine,  and  the  town 
agreed  to  pay  one  half  the  cost,  the  other  half  to  be  raised 
by  subscription.  An  order  for  $150  was  to  be  drawn  by  the 
selectmen,  when  a  like  sum  had  been  provided  by  the  citi- 
zens. That  this  sum  was  speedilj^  forthcoming  is  very 
probable,  though  nothing  positive  appears  on  the  records 
for  several  years,  indicating  that  two  fire-engines  were  in 
use  here.  The  new  one  was  of  course  of  the  same  type  as 
the  other,  that  being  the  approved  standard  of  its  day. 
The  brakes  by  which  these  machines  were  operated  were 
placed  at  each  end  at  right  angles  with  the  apparatus,  and 
not  parallel  with  it  as  in  those  that  were  built  a  few  years 
afterwards.  The  appropriate  and  suggestive  names  of 
"Whale"  and  ''  Damper"  were  attached  to  them  and  they 
did  excellent  service  till  other  and  improved  machines  out- 
ranked them.  Though  fire-wardens  had  been  provided,  no 
organized  fire-department  was  then  in  existence,  no  fire- 
companies  had  been  formed,  and  the  "  tubs  "  were  managed 
and  operated  by  those  who  first  gathered  when  an  alarm 
was  given.  Every  person  was  a  fireman,  and  two  lines  of 
men  were  formed  to  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  water 
supply,  at  which  buckets  were  filled,  passed  from  hand  to 
hand  and  the  water  poured  into  the  machines,  the  other 
line  passing  back  the  empty  buckets.  Then  the  brakes 
were  manned,  and  the  stream  forced  where  it  would  do  the 
most  good.  When  the  "old  church"  was  built,  in  1813,  it 
was  placed  so  high  upon  the  under-pinning  as  to  form  a 
large  and  commodious  basement.  This  was  used  for 
storage  purposes,  and  the  entire  fire  apparatus  was  kept 
there  for  many  years.  These  machines  were  both  small, 
and  could  be  handled  by  a  few  men.  No  one  received  any 
pay  for  his  labor  on  such  occasions  ;  the  abatement  of  poll- 
taxes  to  such  as  served  in  the  fire-department  came  in  after 
the  formation  of  regular  fire-companies.  Though  there 
was  nothing  to  influence  people  in  favor  of  either  of  these 
engines,  they  very  naturally  became  interested  in  one  or 
the  other  of  them,  and  a  brisk  competition  sprang  up.  In 
180-4,  it  became  so  pronounced  that  the  town  was  asked  to 
offer  a  premium  to  the  one  that  first  reached  the  fire. 
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Better  Machines  It  was  not  till  1822  that  suctioii  eiigiiies 
Substituted.  came  into  use  and  were  substituted  for  the 

older  styles.  Fire-companies  had  been 
formed  some  years  previous,  and  with  new  and  improved 
machines  more  men  were  needed.  The  "  Torrent "  was  the 
first  of  these  that  was  purchased,  and  it  did  good  service 
till  steam  fire-engines  came  into  use.  In  a  few  years  the 
"Deluge"  was  added  to  the  town's  equipment,  and  for  a 
long  time  these  two  in  connection  with  the  "  Hook  &  Lad- 
der" company,  constituted  the  fire-department  of  the  town. 

Destruction  of  Crows.  The  destructiveuess  of  the  thieving  crow 
was  again  recognized  and  a  bounty  of  2s. 
placed  upon  his  head.  This  resulted  in  the  death  of  fifty- 
five  of  these  pests  at  a  cost  of  $18.  Many  of  them  were 
the  young  taken  from  the  nests.  In  1801,  there  was  another 
slaughter  of  crows.  The  bounty  was  twenty-five  cents  for 
old  ones  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  for  the  young.  The 
whole  number  of  these  birds  killed  during  that  year,  young 
and  old,  was  one  hundred  twentj^-eight,  at  a  cost  of  $27.12i. 
The  animals  seemed  to  increase  notwithstanding  the  deadly 
war  waged  against  them. 

Canal  at  South  Had-  Ouc  of  the  most  important  engineering  feats 
ley  Falls.  ^j^^t  had  been  undertaken  in  the  county,  and 

certainly  the  most  important  in  this  section 
of  the  country,  was  the  construction  of  the  canal  around 
the  Falls  at  South  Hadley  in  the  closing  years  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  While  it  benefited  Northampton  not 
more  perhaps  than  other  towns  in  the  valley,  it  occasioned 
much  distress  and  discomfort  here  for  many  years,  and 
therefore  it  may  not  be  deemed  inappropriate  to  enter  some- 
what in  detail  upon  the  inception  and  subsequent  fortune 
of  the  enterprise. 

Connecticut  River  From  the  time  of  the  first  settlements  in 
the  Great  Water-  i]^q  valley,  Conuecticut  River  served  as  the 
^^^'  great  waterway  for  the  transportation  of 

goods  and  supplies  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  it  was 
as  well  the  principal  carrier  for  the  products  of  the  fields 
and  forests  throughout  all  the  region  it  traversed.  Navi- 
gation was  slow,  difficult  and  tedious,  and  attention  was 
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early  called  to  methods  for  its  improvement.  It  was  not, 
however,  till  this  town  had  seen  nearly  a  century  and  a 
half  of  existence  that  the  efforts  to  that  end  met  with  any 
measure  of  success. 

River  Navigation  Above  Springfield  the  passage  of  the  river 
much  Interrupt-  -^^g  interrupted  by  numerous  rapids,  shal- 
and  Falls.  lows  and  falls.     The  greatest  of  these  ob- 

structions were  the  falls  at  South  Hadley 
and  those  at  Montague,  known  as  Turners  Falls.  Around 
them  both  all  freight  moving  in  either  direction,  had  to  be 
transported.  Northampton  from  its  settlement  had  a  land- 
ing-place in  Springfield,  afterwards  West  Springfield,  and 
now  the  thriving  city  of  Holyoke.  In  settling  the  bound- 
ary between  Northampton  and  Springfield,  a  special  agree- 
ment was  made  by  which  the  former  town  was  allowed 
access  to  the  landing-place  on  the  river,  within  the  territory 
of  Springfield.  This  was  below  the  rapids  at  what  is  now 
Willimansett.  From  this  point  upward  bound  freight  was 
carted  to  its  destination,  if  for  Northampton  or  adjoining 
towns,  or  to  the  landing-place  above  the  falls  at  South 
Hadley  if  intended  for  further  transportation  on  the  river. 
Much  of  the  land-carriage  around  the  falls  was  done  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  from  the  Northampton  landing  in 
Springfield  to  a  convenient  place  on  the  river  above  the 
falls.  This  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Smiths  Ferry,  below  the 
"Bates  House."  Boats  bound  up  the  river  came  to  this 
point  for  their  loads.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  place  in 
Northampton  where  West  India  goods  were  delivered,  that 
was  called  "Newport."  Probably  it  was  above  the  falls 
and  may  have  been  at  the  landing-place  at  Smiths  Ferry. 
The  distance  between  the  two  landing-places,  from  that 
above  South  Hadley  Falls  to  a  point  below  Willimansett, 
was  six  miles,  and  the  price  for  cartage  either  way  was  5s. 
per  load.  A  team  sometimes  made  two  trips  each  way  in 
one  day.  ^ 

Canals  decided  upon.      As  Settlements  multiplied,  the  demand  for 
improved  facilities  for  transportation  be- 
came more  and   more  imperative.      For  many  years  the 
question  of  surmounting  these  difficulties  was  in  contem- 

1    Judd  MSS. 
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plation,  but  it  was  not  till  1792,  that  the  enterprise  of  build- 
ing canals  around  the  falls  at  South  Hadley  and  Montague 
took  definite  shape.  On  the  23''  of  February,  the  Legisla- 
ture incorporated  "the  Proprietors  of  the  locks  and  Canals 
on  Connecticut  River,"  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the 
river  navigable  for  boats  and  other  things  from  the  mouth 
of  Chicopee  River  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State. 
The  corporators  named  in  the  act  consisted  of  twenty-one 
of  the  prominent  business  men  of  Hampshire  County. 
Among  them  were  Caleb  Strong,  Robert  Breck,  Samuel 
Henshaw,  Ebenezer  Lane,  Ebenezer  Hunt,  Benjamin  Pres- 
cott  and  Levi  Shephard  of  Northampton.  ^  Christopher 
CoUis  of  New  York  made  the  preliminary  surveys,  and 
subsequently  the  work  was  put  in  charge  of  Benjamin 
Prescott,  as  chief  engineer.  The  canal  at  South  Hadley 
was  to  be  completed  in  four  years,  that  at  Turners  Falls  in 
six  years. 

Specifications.  Engineer  Prescott  had  no  precedents  in  this 

country  to  aid  him  in  the  planning  or  exe- 
cution of  the  work.  It  was  the  first  canal  constructed  in 
New  England,  and  the  first  of  any  importance  finished  in 
the  United  States.  The  capacity  of  the  locks  was  to  be 
equal  to  the  transportation  of  boats  or  rafts  twenty  feet 
wide  and  sixty  feet  long.  Toll  was  fixed  from  the  mouth 
of  Chicopee  River  to  the  mouth  of  Stony  Brook.  For 
every  ton  in  weight  it  was  to  be  4s.  fid.  ;  for  one  thousand 
feet  of  boards  the  rate  was  the  same,  and  for  other  lumber 
in  rafts  or  otherwise,  in  the  same  proportion.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  the  Legislature  empowered  the  company  to 
assess  the  proprietors  in  order  to  obtain  money  to  carry  on 
the  work,  and  to  sell  the  shares  of  all  who  refused  to  pay. 
The  cost  of  the  undertaking  bid  fair  to  exceed  the  esti- 
mates, and  money  was  hard  to  be  obtained.  These  finan- 
cial troubles  very  nearly  wrecked  the  enterprise.  Money 
sufficient  for  its  needs  could  not  be  obtained  in  this  country, 
and  the  scheme  was  laid  before  the  financiers  of  Holland. 

1  The  corporators  named  in  addition  to  the  men  from  Northampton  were  Hon. 
John  Worthiugton,  Samuel  Lyman,  Jonathan  and  Thomas  Dwight,  John  Hooker.  Wil- 
liam Smith  of  Springfield,  Theodore  Sedgwick  of  Stockbridge.  David  Sexton  and 
John  Williams  of  Deerfield,  Samuel  Fowler  of  Westfield,  Justin  Ely  of  West  Spring- 
field, Dwight  Foster  of  Brookfleld,  Simeon  Strong  of  Amherst,  and  William  Moore. 
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Considerable  stock  was  disposed  of  in  that  country,  and 
sufficient  capital  to  complete  tlie  construction  was  obtained 
there.  Unexpected  difficulties  were  encountered  in  its 
prosecution,  and  the  Legislature  of  1793  modified  the  char- 
ter by  reducing  the  capacity  of  the  canal,  so  that  boats  or 
rafts  only  sixteen  feet  wide  and  forty  feet  in  length  could 
pass  through.  In  the  following  year  the  corporation  was 
divided  by  the  Legislature,  and  two  companies  formed. 
The  old  company,  the  original  proprietors,  had  jurisdiction 
of  the  -lower  locks  and  canal,  and  the  new  one  was  consti- 
tuted to  carry  forward  the  work  at  Turners  Falls.  The 
latter  was  known  as  the  ' '  Proprietors  of  the  Upper  Locks 
and  Canal  on  the  Connecticut  River." 

The  Lower  Canal.  The  work  of  constructiug  the  canal  in  South 
Hadley  was  commenced  early  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1793.  About  two  hundred  fifty  workmen  were  em- 
ployed the  first  year,  and  nearly  two  hundred  more  were 
added  the  following  season.  It  was  two  and  one  half  miles 
long,  and  for  nearly  all  of  that  distance  was  excavated 
through  a  bed  of  sandstone  rock,  ''too  hard  to  be  easily 
dug,  and  too  loose  to  be  blown."  ^  In  depth  it  varied  from 
sixteen  to  thirty  feet,  and  its  width  was  twenty-five  feet. 
In  connection  with  the  canal  and  in  order  to  deflect  the 
current  of  the  river  into  it,  a  dam  was  thrown  across  the 
river.  Its  construction  was  part  of  the  original  design. 
The  first  advertisement  of  the  proprietors  invited  proposals 
for  building  this  dam  so  as  to  raise  the  water  seven  feet. 
This  structure  was  built  obliquely  across  the  river  from  the 
mouth  of  the  canal  to  within  one  hundred  or  one  hundred 
fifty  feet  of  the  west  bank,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  distance 
it  went  straight.  Its  entire  length  was  1130  feet,  its  height 
about  eleven  feet  and  it  raised  the  water  four  feet  above 
the  common  level.  ^  This  dam  was  the  cause  of  considera- 
ble trouble  to  people  living  in  Northampton,  and  was  the 
occasion  of  not  a  little  litigation. 

Method  of  Passing.      In  moviug  through  this  caual  the  boats, 

during  the  years  immediately  following  its 

construction,  were  raised  and  lowered  to  the  proper  level 

1  Dwighfs  Travels,  vol.  1,  p.  323. 

2  Dwight's  Travels,  vol.  1,  p.  322. 
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by  means  of  an  inclined  plane,  overcoming  a  height  of 
fifty-three  feet  within  a  distance  of  two  hundred  thirty. 
Over  this  the  boats  were  carried  in  an  immense  car  or  car- 
riage, which  was  run  on  three  sets  of  wheels,  the  second 
and  third  sets  being  so  much  larger  than  the  first  as  to  keep 
the  carriage  level.  Boats  or  rafts  were  floated  into  a  lock, 
and  as  the  water  was  allowed  to  escape,  they  settled  down 
upon  the  car.  This  car  was  attached  by  ropes  at  first,  and 
afterwards  by  chain  cables,  to  a  huge  drum  at  the  top  of 
the  canal,  which  was  operated  by  an  overshot  wheel  at  each 
end,  sixteen  feet  in  diameter.  When  the  boat  or  raft  was 
passed  through  the  canal,  the  water  from  the  river  above 
was  turned  onto  these  wheels,  and  they  were  easily  and 
safely  carried  in  either  direction. 

The  Canal  Opened.  Tliis  work  was  Completed  in  the  fall  of  the 
year  1794,  when  the  canal  was  opened  by  an 
apparently  impromptu  celebration,  in  a  most  informal 
manner.  A  boat  load  of  people,  consisting  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Directors,  Stock-holders,  and  a  number  of  others, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  the  number  of  sixty  or  seventy 
persons,  were  carried  through  the  canal  in  both  directions. 
The  proprietors  gave  it  the  name  of  the  "  Hampshire  Ma- 
chine," and  the  "  company  then  gave  three  decent  and  joy- 
ous cheers,  on  beholding  so  pleasing,  ingenious  and  useful 
a  novelty  in  this  country."  ^  This  structure  was  for  many 
years  a  great  point  of  attraction  for  all  the  country  round 
about.  It  was  resorted  to  by  parties  of  young  people,  and 
by  older  people,  who  often  remained  at  the  tavern  there 
over  night.  "■  It  was  the  lion  of  this  section,"  and  was  the 
first  attraction  that  drew  crowds  of  sight-seers.  These  vis- 
itors nearly  all  traveled  on  horseback.  The  tavern  fre- 
quented by  them  was  in  the  village  of  South  Hadley  Falls. 

High  Water  in  North-     The  dam  raised  the  water  so  much  above 
arapton  Meadows    i^g  ordinary  level  as  to  effect  the  height  of 

causes    Sickness    in       . ,  ,  /•        i  -i  r^ 

the  Town.  ^'^^  stream  for  ten  miles  or  more.     Conse- 

quently the  water  set  back  upon  the 
Northampton  meadows  in  times  of  freshets,  leaving  stag- 
nant water  where  no  water  remained  before,  as  it  receded, 

1    From  newspaper  reports. 
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and  causing  much  sickness  in  town.  Fever  and  ague, 
wliicli  liad  been  unknown  here  for  sixty  years  or  more, 
became  prevalent.  In  South  Street,  in  particular,  almost 
every  family  had  one  or  more  of  its  inmates  sick  with  this 
disease.  It  spread  also  in  other  parts  of  the  town,  and 
occasioned  much  excitement  in  the  community.  The  mat- 
ter was  brought  before  the  town,  and  in  November,  1798, 
for  some  undiscovered  reason,  it  was  voted  not  to  petition 
the  General  Court  to  remove  the  dam.  In  May,  1799,  the 
matter -again  came  up,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
consider  it  and  report.  They  stated  that  the  prevalence  of 
the  fever  and  ague  was  caused  by  the  water  of  Connecticut 
River  "being  thrown  into  our  ponds  and  meadows,  by  the 
lower  canal  dam,  and  being  there  confined  till  a  putrid 
exhalation  poisons  the  neighboring  atmosphere.  It  was 
then  voted  to  confer  with  the  proprietors  and  directors, 
and  assure  them  that  unless  they  take  immediate  measures 
to  remedy  the  same,  the  town  would  petition  the  General 
Court  "  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  the  Lives  and  Health  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  town." 

Attempts  to  Remedy    This  Committee  reported   that  they  had 
the  Evil.  "  conversed  "   with   the  proprietors   and 

found  them  disposed  to  remedy  the  defects 
complained  of,  and  that  they  would  consider  the  question 
at  their  next  meeting.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  first 
action  taken  by  any  one  for  the  purpose  of  obviating  the 
evils  thus  brought  upon  the  community.  Northampton 
people  were  in  earnest,  and  instructed  the  committee  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  directors.  Nothing  satisfactory 
seems  to  have  been  accomplished  at  this  time,  and  the  diffi- 
culty remained  without  remedy  for  two  years  longer.  At 
the  May  meeting  in  1800,  the  selectmen  were  ordered  to 
petition  the  General  Court  to  remove  the  dam,  and  similar 
action  seems  to  have  been  taken  by  the  town  of  Easthamp- 
ton.  Satisfied  that  these  two  towns  were  determined  to 
take  efficient  measures  for  their  own  protection,  the  com- 
pany at  a  meeting  held  in  October,  proposed  that  they 
would  "as  soon  as  conveniently  practicable  in  the  ensuing 
season,  lower  the  dam  three  feet,  or  would  remove  it  en- 
tirely and  erect  one  at  some  other  place,  which  shall  not  be 
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SO  high  as  the  present  dam  by  three  feet,  or  make  some 
other  material  alteration  in  their  works,  so  as  to  remove 
all  grounds  of  complaint,  should  the  Government  see  fit  to 
afford  them  such  aid  as  will  enable  them  to  accomplish  such 
alterations,"  A  petition  for  aid  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Leg- 
islature, and  the  two  towns  were  requested  "to  assist  the 
proprietors  by  instructing  their  Representatives  to  cooperate 
with  them  in  obtaining  such  assistance  from  the  Legisla- 
ture.'' Northampton  voted  to  act  in  accordance  with  this 
suggestion,  but  stipulated  that  it  would  not  "sanction  the 
right  of  obstructing  the  waters  by  erecting  a  dam  in  any 
way  that  may  be  injurious  to  said  towns." 

The  Towns  Petition     Northampton  and  Easthampton  petitioned 
for  Relief.  the  Legislature  in  1801,  in  regard  to  the 

sickness  occasioned  by  the  locks  and 
canals,  praying  that  some  remedy  might  be  devised.  A 
committee  of  that  body  visited  the  towns  during  the  same 
year.  They  took  testimony  in  regard  to  the  complaints 
about  fever  and  ague,  made  an  examination  of  the  works 
and  of  the  state  of  the  fisheries.  Their  report  to  the  Leg- 
islature was  made  early  in  the  session  of  the  next  year.  A 
lottery  to  raise  $20,000  to  make  the  needed  changes  was 
granted  to  the  proprietors,  and  they  were  also  ordered  to 
make  compensation  to  those  who  had  suffered  loss  from 
sickness  or  otherwise  in  consequence  of  the  dam.  It  took 
some  time  to  realize  the  money  from  this  lottery,  and  not 
till  1804  was  anything  done.  In  October  of  that  year  a 
meeting  of  the  suff'erers  was  held  at  Asahel  Pomeroy's  tav- 
ern to  devise  some  method  of  distributing  the  money  as- 
signed by  the  proprietors  as  compensation  for  the  losses 
sustained  by  the  citizens  by  sickness  or  otherwise. 

Alleged  Lawsuits  ou  In  the  various  accouuts  of  tliis  uudcr- 
account  of  the  Dam.  taking  that  havc  been  published  from 
time  to  time,  the  statement  is  reiterated 
that  the  company  had  been  indicted  for  maintaining  a 
nuisance  on  the  complaint  of  several  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Northampton,  and  ordered  by  the  courts  to  remove  their 
dam.  It  is  alleged  that  in  consequence  of  this  verdict  all 
but  the  oblique  portion  of  the  structure  had  been  taken 
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away.  A  careful  investigation  of  the  court  records  here 
reveals  no  such  trial.  ^  From  the  town  records  quoted 
above  it  appears  that  up  to  1800,  the  dam  remained  intact, 
and  that  the  company  made  no  effort  to  change  the  works 
till  after  the  application  to  the  Legislature  for  pecuniary 
aid. 

The  Canal  Improved.  Tlicsc  troubles  had  a  depressing  effect 
upon  the  stock,  and  the  Dutch  holders 
sold  out  at  a  sacrifice,  so  that  the  shares  came  eventually 
into  the  possession  of  a  few  men.  With  the  sum  realized 
from  the  lottery,  the  company  went  forward  with  their 
proposed  improvements.  Their  object  was  to  dispense  en- 
tirely with  the  necessity  for  a  dam  by  lowering  the  bed  of 
the  canal  four  feet  throughout  its  length.  This  expedient 
was  successful  and  the  change  was  completed  in  1805,  the 
work  being  done  under  the  supervision  of  Ariel  Cooley. 
The  inclined  plane,  car  and  cables  were  abandoned,  and  the 
ordinary  canal  locks  substituted.  Mr.  Cooley  entered  upon 
a  contract  with  the  company  to  keep  the  canal  in  repair, 
survey  the  craft  that  passed  through,  and  collect  the  tolls 
for  fifty  years,  for  one  quarter  of  the  gross  receipts.  In  a 
few  years  it  was  found  necessary  in  order  to  increase  the 
facilities  of  the  canal  to  extend  another  dam  across  the 
river.  This  one  was  built  in  1814,  and  but  partiallj^  complet- 
ed when  winter  set  in,  and  during  the  freshets  of  the  follow- 
ing spring  it  was  swept  away.  Another  dam  was  erected 
the  next  year  which  stood  for  nine  years,  when  it  was  car- 
ried away.  Mr.  Cooley  having  died  in  the  meantime,  his 
administrators  ''rebuilt  the  dam  which  still  stands  and  is 
marked  by  a  slight  ripple  where  the  water  joins  with  the 
dead  water  set  back  by  the  great  dam  of  the  Hadlej^  Falls 
Company."  These  dams  were  indicted  under  the  nuisance 
act  on  account  of  their  obstruction  to  the  fisheries  on  the 
river.  Mr.  Cooley,  however,  built  a  fish  way,  through 
which  the  shad  were  enabled  to  pass  up  the  river.  This 
canal  remained  in  operation  till  the  establishment  of  the 

1  The  above  stateraeats  undoubtedly  had  their  origin  in  the  following  paragraph 
from  Dwight's  Travels,  vol.  1,  p.  323:  —  "  Agitated  by  these  disastrous  events,  several 
of  the  inhabitants  instituted  suits  against  the  proprietors  of  these  works,  under  the 
law  concerning  nuisances.  During  the  trial  of  one  of  these  suits,  the  dam  was  de- 
clared to  have  been  erected  illegally.  The  proprietors  were,  therefore,  liable  to  an 
endless  train  of  prosecutions,  of  the  same  nature." 
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Hadley  Falls  Company,  by  whom  it  was  purchased.  Nav- 
igation constantly  decreased  till  the  railroad  usurped  the 
freighting  business,  and  the  canal  was  used  solely  for  man- 
ufacturing purposes.  ^ 

The  Rapids  at  wii-     The   act  of  incorporation   empowered   the 
limansett.  compauy  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 

river  from  the  mouth  of  Chicopee  River  in 
the  town  of  Chicopee  to  Stony  Brook  in  South  Hadley. 
This  of  course  included  the  rapids  at  Willimansett,  which 
are  situated  about  a  mile  below  those  at  South  Hadley. 
They  could  not  be  passed  except  at  certain  stages  of  the 
water,  unless  some  improvement  should  be  made.  Nothing 
shows  that  this  company  did  anj'-  work  there,  but  in  1805, 
they  were  passable.  A  canal  had  been  built  a  mile  long, 
about  twenty  feet  from  the  east  bank  of  the  river.  At  this 
point  there  is  a  fall  of  sixteen  feet,  and  two  locks  were 
found  necessary.  "A  sort  of  dam"  was  built  in  order  to 
fill  the  canal.  *  It  is  hardly  probable  that  this  work  had 
been  done  previous  to  the  incorporation  of  the  above  com- 
pany. No  allusion  was  made  to  it  in  any  advertisement  of 
the  company,  and  it  may  be  that  those  rapids  were  consid- 
ered but  a  continuation  of  the  falls  at  South  Hadley. 

Illegal  Voting  Sup-     In  1798,   a  vote  was   passed   directing  the 
pressed.  selectuieu,   and  it  was  especiallj"  enjoined 

upon  them,  to  challenge  any  person  who 
should  attempt  to  vote  in  town-meeting,  unless  he  was 
qualified  according  to  law.  Illegal  voting  it  would  seem 
could  not  have  been  very  extensively  practiced  in  those 
days  without  immediate  detection,  as  everybody  knew  all 
about  everybody  else,  and  in  many  instances  knew  more 
about  his  neighbors  than  they  knew  about  themselves. 

School-House  in  East-     Mcdad  Strong  and  others  built  a  school- 
hampton  and  Rob-    Iiqusc  at  Easthamptou,  and  requested  the 

erts  Meadow.    Sing-  j.       p   ii  x        n-ii        < 

ing-Master  Hired.       towu  to  pay  part  ot  the  cost.     i  lie  town, 

however,  voted  not  to  grant  any  money  to 

the  parties,  but  committed  the  matter  to  the  selectmen. 

1  For  authorities  consult  Judd  MSS.:  Dwighfs  Travels,  vol.  1,  p.  331,  etc.;  Hol- 
land's Western  Massachusetts,  vol.  1,  p.  300,  etc. 

2  Morse's  Geography,  ed.  1805. 
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Wliat  the  selectmen  were  to  do  is  not  clear.  If  no  money 
was  to  be  given  towards  the  payment  for  the  school-house, 
it  is  difficult  to  see  what  there  was  for  the  selectmen  to 
do  in  the  premises.  They  were  not  ordered  to  report. 
At  the  same  meeting  $20  was  granted  towards  the  erection 
of  a  school-house  at  Roberts  Meadow  ;  the  money  was  to 
be  paid  when  the  house  was  completed.  This  application 
fared  better  than  the  preceding  one,  probably  because  it 
was  a  portion  of  Northampton,  while  Easthampton  had 
been  set  off  into  a  separate  district.  The  Roberts  Meadow 
school-district  was  to  extend  from  Thomas  Cole^s  house  to 
Williamsburg.  Mr.  Mann  was  again  hired  to  conduct  the 
singing-school  two  days  in  a  week  from  November  to  May, 
for  which  he  was  to  be  paid  $50. 

Rev.    Mr.  Williams      Rcv.  Mr.  WilHams  again  came  before  the 
Petitions  for  an      towu  with  a  request  for  more  Salary,  based 

Increase  of  Salary.  .ii  ij-  -in        ^   •     ^  •  c 

on  the  hard  times  and  the  high  price  of 
provisions.  The  town,  however,  refused  to  pay  him  any- 
thing additional.  A  proposition  to  allow  him  $100  more 
was  negatived.  He  was  still  pei'sistent  and  at  a  subsequent 
meeting  presented  an  address  concerning  his  financial  af- 
fairs. But  the  town  was  not  then  in  a  generous  mood,  and 
would  not  consent  to  consider  the  matter  in  any  form  ;  a 
proposition  to  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with  him  was 
promptly  voted  down. 

No  Change  in  Bound-  An  attempt  was  made  to  change  the 
ary.  Grant  to  Israel  boundary  between  the  Hatefield  and  the 
Lovefield  divisions  of  the  commons,  but 
the  decision  was  that  the  line  should  remain  where  it  was 
laid  in  1751.  At  the  December  meeting  an  order  was 
passed  to  re-enclose  the  pound.  About  this  time  Israel 
Rust  was  given  permission  to  erect  a  building  on  town 
land,  at  the  brick-kiln,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  high- 
way. He  lived  at  that  time  on  Meeting-House  Hill,  and 
this  location  must  have  been  near  the  lower  end  of  South 
Street,  as  the  brick-yard,  laid  out  near  Meeting-House  Hill 
when  the  town  was  settled,  had  long  been  abandoned. 
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A  Pauper  Proposi-     A  proposal   Came  before  the  town  in  re- 
*i"°-  gard  to  a  contract  to  keep  Thomas  Starr,  a 

pauper,  during  life.  This  was  not  quite  in 
keeping  with  the  method  of  caring  for  the  town  poor, 
then  in  practice.  The  people  were  not  ready  to  make  a  life 
contract  of  that  nature,  so  the  suggestion  found  no  favor. 

South  street  Reduced    During  the  uext  year  Lickihgwater  Street 
in  Width.  (South   Street)   was  reduced   in  width. 

Land  on  each  side  of  the  highway  was 
sold  to  the  abuttors  at  the  rate  of  £25  per  acre.  To  what 
extent  the  roadway  was  narrowed  is  not  shown,  but  appar- 
ently every  resident  was  ready  to  buy.  The  names  of  six 
persons  are  recorded  as  purchasing  on  the  north  side  and 
eight  on  the  south  side  of  the  street. 

In  November,  the  usual  vote  to  hire  a  singing-master, 
this  time  for  two  months,  was  passed.  The  next  month  no 
less  than  eleven  persons  were  ordered  out  of  town,  to  de- 
part within  fifteen  days. 

Preserving  Order  on     In  March,  1800,  the  tithiug-meu  were  di- 
the  Sabbath.  rccted  to  complaiu  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 

of  any  disorderly  persons  on  the  Sabbath, 
and  instructed  to  prevent  boys  from  leaving  their  seats 
until  the  service  was  ended.  The  authority  of  the  tithing- 
men  seems  to  have  been  set  at  naught.  Boys,  always  rest- 
less and  uneasy,  anxious  to  escape  from  the  tiresome  and 
tedious  exercises,  stampeded  before  the  last  amen  had  been 
uttered,  greatly  to  the  disturbance  of  all  sober  and  deco- 
rous worshipers.  All  attempts,  however,  to  discipline 
them  seem  to  have  failed.  Throughout  the  history  of  the 
town  down  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  century, 
there  is  constant  reference  to  disorderly  youth,  particularly 
in  the  meeting-house.  Many  stringent  votes  were  passed, 
and  not  a  few  by-laws  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  correct- 
ing this  evil,  but  apparently  without  avail.  All  through 
this  history,  attempts  to  subdue  the  irreverence  of  children 
during  religious  services  on  the  Sabbath,  have  been  re- 
peatedly noted.    The  youth  of  those  days  were  incorrigible. 
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A  New  Street  Re-      All  uiisuccessful  attempt  was  made  in  1801, 
i^^^^^-  to  lay  a  road   from   Lickingwater  bridge 

across  the  home  lots  of  Dr.  Hunt  and  Sam- 
uel Hinckley.  Undoubtedly  tliis  was  a  road  from  South 
Street  bridge  to  Pleasant  Street,  nearly  parallel  with,  but 
considerably  to  the  north  of  the  present  River  Street.  Dr. 
Hunt  owned  the  lot  bounded  west  on  old  South  Street,  ex- 
tending from  Mill  River  to  Main  Street,  and  Mr.  Hinckley 
that  on  Pleasant  Street,  which  in  more  recent  years  has 
been  known  as  the  Kirkland  homestead. 

Schooling  Girls.  The  subject  of  schooliug  girls  came  before 
the  town  again  at  the  April  meeting  in  1801. 
Coupled  with  it  was  the  question  of  dividing  the  town  into 
school-districts.  Girls  had  been  allowed  to  attend  the  town 
schools  for  a  number  of  years,  and  doubtless  many  availed 
themselves  of  the  privilege.  The  town  was  pretty  evenly 
divided  upon  this  question,  as  the  votes  in  dijfferent  years 
seem  to  indicate.  Girls  were  not  admitted  to  the  town 
schools  every  year  after  permission  was  first  granted.  In 
1799,  the  town  refused  to  make  any  appropriation  for 
schooling  them. 

Girls'  Schools.  Duriiig  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth 

century,  schools  for  girls,  taught  by  females, 
were  plenty.  The  best  of  them  were  not  of  very  high 
grade,  and  a  majority  of  them  were  for  the  tuition  of  very 
young  children.  Five  or  six  such  schools  are  mentioned  in 
Mr.  Judd's  interviews  with  old  people,  held  in  1852  and  1853. 
They  were  kept  in  private  houses,  though  some  of  them 
were  held  in  rooms  hired  for  that  purpose.  Not  many  of 
these  schools  were  commenced,  however,  till  after  the  private 
school  taught  by  Isaac  Curson,  already  described,  was  es- 
tablished, and  they  flourished  a  number  of  years,  till  the 
town  took  the  matter  in  hand  and  engaged  female  teachers. 
Many  of  the  teachers,  previous  to  1800,  were  residents  of 
the  town,  daughters  of  some  of  the  first  citizens,  who  kept 
school  at  their  homes,  but  only  during  the  summer  months. 
Most  conspicuous  among  them  in  point  of  abilitj',  were 
Miss  Sally  Hill  and  Miss  Sumner  of  Boston.  Miss  Hill 
was  engaged  by  Mr.    Joseph  Clarke.     She  began   her  la- 


586  HISTORY    OF   NORTHAMPTON.  [1802. 

bors  in  1791  and  kept  four  years,  most  of  the  time  in 
Mr.  Samuel  Clarke's  house.  She  is  represented  as  a  strict 
disciplinarian,  and  inclined  to  be  severe,  ferruling  the. chil- 
dren for  the  slightest  breach  of  the  rules.  At  last  some  of 
the  principal  citizens  became  dissatisfied,  especially  Judge 
Henshaw,  and  she  left  in  1795.  Miss  Sumner  took  her 
place  the  same  year,  and  was  employed  for  some  time.  In 
these  schools  not  only  were  the  rudiments  of  education 
obtained,  but  also  the  first  elements  of  needlework.  Read- 
ing, spelling,  and  sewing  comprised  the  curriculum,  though 
some  of  the  older  scholars  were  taught  to  write,  but  arith- 
metic was  an  unknown  quantity.  In  Miss  Hill's  school 
Perry's  Spelling-Book  was  used,  as  she  was  not  in  favor  of 
Webster's.  The  Psalter  and  Bible  were  also  in  use,  and  a 
book  of  reading  lessons,  mostly  religious.  Sewing  was  one 
of  the  most  important  branches  taught  in  these  schools.  It 
is  reported  that  one  young  girl  about  six  years  old,  made  a 
Holland  shirt  as  part  of  her  school  work.  ^ 

Schoolmistresses  Em-  When  the  questiou  of  schooling  girls 
ployed  by  the  Town,  came  before  the  town,  it  was  referred  to  a 
committee,  who  reported  in  substance  as 
follows  :  That  schoolmistresses  should  be  provided  for 
female  children  under  the  age  of  ten  years,  for  five  months, 
from  the  first  of  May  to  the  first  of  October,  one  mistress 
to  thirty  scholars  or  thereabouts  ;  that  a  committee  should 
be  appointed  by  the  town  to  employ  such  mistresses,  and 
apportion  the  scholars  among  them  ;  that  female  children 
between  the  ages  of  ten  and  fourteen  should  have  liberty  to 
go  to  the  town  schools  under  the  direction  of  the  selectmen 
for  three  months  in  the  year,  to  wit,  from  the  first  of  May 
to  the  first  of  August,  for  the  purpose  of  being  instructed 
in   writing   and   the  higher  branches   of  education.      No 

1  The  following  statement  from  Mrs.  Luther  Hunt,  who  was  born  in  1776,  shows 
how  and  by  whom  some  of  these  schools  were  carried  on :  —  "  When  four  or  five  years 
old  she  went  to  school  one  summer  to  Hannah  Parsons,  daughter  of  Jacob,  at  his 
house;  one  summer  to  Rachel  Parsons,  daughter  of  Isaac,  at  his  house.  After  this 
she  went  several  years  to  Prudence  Parsons,  daughter  of  Josiah,  at  his  house.  Pru- 
dence kept  school  10  or  13  summers,  not  in  winter.  She  had  20  or  thirty  scholars, 
who  each  paid  her  6''  per  weelj.  When  Mrs.  Hunt  went  to  her,  they  read  in  the  testa- 
ment, and  the  smaller  ones  in  the  spelling  book,  and  had  no  other  reading  books. 
She  does  not  recollect  using  a  psalter  or  Dillworth's.  They  spelt  also  daily  and 
repeated  a  portion  of  the  catechism  once  a  day.  Much  of  the  time  was  spent  in  sew- 
ing, that  was  an  important  object  of  the  school." — Judd  MSS. 
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recommendation  about  school-districts  was  made.      They 
did  not  come  for  five  j^ears. 

The  Report  of  the  This  pi'oposed  change  in  school  matters  was 
Committee  under  j^gt  accepted,  apparently,  without  opposi- 
tion. The  Committee  appointed  at  the 
April  meeting  reported  in  May.  Their  recommendations 
were  not  accepted  at  this  meeting,  but  were  placed  on  file. 
The  questions  involved  were  not  again  considered  till  the 
following  year,  when  the  report  was  accepted  and  the 
recommendations  adopted.  About  the  same  time  the  se- 
lectmen were  instructed  to  employ  Mr.  Lane  of  Farmington 
to  take  charge  of  the  Hawley  Grammar  School  at  a  salary 
of  8400  per  year.  He  accepted  and  remained  at  the  head  of 
that  institution  for  several  years. 

other  School  Matters.  The  above  was  the  first  vote  on  record  for 
employing  schoolmistresses,  but  the 
names  of  none  of  them  have  been  preserved.  From 
this  time  onward  girls  have  had  an  equal  chance  with  boys 
in  the  town  schools.  The  above  vote  was  repeated  in  1803, 
and  thereafter  the  school-committee  was  annually  ap- 
pointed. Within  two  years  another  report  was  made  in 
favor  of  doing  something  for  the  remote  sections  of  the 
town,  including  Farms  (South),  Lonetown,  Roberts  Mead- 
ow, and  Horse  Mountain.  The  proposition  was  to  divide 
the  school  money  among  them  according  to  the  number  of 
polls  in  each  section.  At  the  same  time  the  last  paragraph 
in  the  foregoing  report  in  reference  to  schooling  girls  from 
ten  to  fourteen  years  of  age  in  the  town  schools,  was  re- 
scinded, and  the  matter  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  school- 
committee.  The  question  of  forming  school-districts  was 
not  again  broached  till  the  year  1807,  when  two  districts 
were  formed  at  Lonetown. 

School-Districts.  Until  this  vear,  the  center  of  the  town  had 
comprised  a  single  district.  In  it  were  two 
hundred  sixty-five  children  between  the  ages  of  four  and 
twelve  years,  and  it  was  voted  to  divide  the  territory  into 
four  districts.  They  were  composed  as  follows  :  —  First 
District,   Hawley  and  Pleasant  Streets ;  Second,  Plain  or 
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Bridge  Street,  and  a  portion  of  Back  Street  (probably 
North  Street)  ;  Third,  part  of  King  Street,  part  of  Market 
Street,  Black  Pole  and  Round  Hill ;  Fourth,  Elm  Street  or 
New  Boston,  Welch  End  (West  Street),  part  of  Abner 
Hunt's  Lane,  and  north  end  of  South  Street.  Licking- 
water  or  South  Street  had  for  many  years  been  a  district  by 
itself.  A  report  was  also  made  recommending  the  sale  of 
the  old  school-house  and  ground,  and  the  building  of  a 
new  grammar  school-house  on  town  land,  and  the  erection 
of  four  school-houses  in  the  several  districts,  but  it  was  not 
accepted.  One  thousand  dollars  was  raised  by  taxation  in 
addition  to  the  Hawley  fund.  Out  of  this  sum  the  Hawley 
school  was  to  be  continued  throughout  the  year  and  the 
remainder  was  to  be  divided  among  the  districts  according 
to  the  number  of  scholars  between  the  ages  of  four  and 
fourteen  years.  The  next  year  the  four  districts  were 
altered  in  some  respects,  and  named  Center,  Plain,  King 
Street,  and  Hill,  and  a  school-honse  ordered  to  be  built  in 
each.  In  1810,  a  member  of  the  school-committee  was  ap- 
pointed from  each  district. 


CHAPTER   XL. 

EXECUTION  OF  DAILEY   AND   HALLIGAN. 

The  Trial.  In  April,  1806,  occurred  in  this  town  the 

trial  of  Dominic  Dailey  and  James  Halli- 
gan  for  the  murder  of  Marcus  Lyon  at  Wilbraham,  on  the 
9^''  of  the  preceding  November.  Lyon  formerly  lived  in 
Connecticut,  and  was  on  his  way  from  Cazenovia,  N.  Y., 
to  his  home  in  that  State,  when  he  met  his  death.  The 
prisoners  were  Irish,  young  men  who  had  been  tramping 
from  Boston,  apparently  without  specific  aim,  and  their 
m.otive  was  plunder.  The  case  was  tried  before  Hon.  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick  and  Samuel  Sewell  Esq.  Though  the  evi- 
dence was  entirely  circumstantial,  the  trial  resulted  in  a 
verdict  of  guilty,  and  a  sentence  of  death.  The  trial  seems 
to  have  been  fairly  conducted,  and  the  verdict  just.  The 
men  were  strangers  in  this  section  ;  certain  parties  believed 
the  prisoners  innocent,  and  in  after  years  attempted  to 
throw  the  blame  of  the  adverse  verdict  upon  the  inexpe- 
rience of  their  counsel. 

The  Convicts  Seek  After  the  trial,  which  occurred  on  the 
Religious  conso-  fourth  Tucsday  of  April,  the  prisoners 
were  remanded  to  jail,  and  the  execution 
was  to  take  place  on  the  5^''  of  the  following  June.  Dur- 
ing this  short  interval  the  prisoners,  who  were  Catholics, 
sought  the  consolations  of  their  faith.  As  there  were  no 
Catholic  clergymen  in  this  section  of  the  State  they  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  M.  Cheverus,  a  Catholic  priest  at  Boston. 
"We  are  solicitous,"  they  say,  ''only  about  our  salvation, 
it  is  in  your  hands,  come  to  our  assistance."  It  was  the 
custom  then  on  all  occasions  of  capital  punishment,  for  a 
clergyman  to  preach  a  sermon  just  before  the  execution. 
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and  they  sent  a  second  letter  to  M.  Cheverus,  requesting 
liim  to  deliver  the  discourse.  They  earnestly  desired  him 
to  confer  this  favor  upon  them,  and  not  reduce  them  "to 
the  necessity  of  listening,  just  before  we  die,  to  the  voice 
of  one  who  is  not  a  Catholic." 

M.  Cheverus  Accedes  M.  Cheverus  was  uot  deaf  to  their  en- 
to  their  Request.  treaty,  and  came  promptly  to  their  aid. 
At  that  time  there  was  no  sympathj^  with 
Catholicism  in  Northampton,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  that  the  priest  could  find  a  lodging  place.  So 
great  was  the  prejudice  against  the  sect  that  no  one  would 
receive  him.  "  He  passed  many  days  in  the  prison  with  the 
unhappy  convicts,  he  compassionated  their  condition,  and 
persuaded  them  to  look  on  death,  in  the  light  of  the  gos- 
pel, as  an  entrance  upon  a  better  life  and  the  gate  of  true 
happiness."  In  a  word  he  converted  them,  and  adminis- 
tered to  them  the  final  consolations  of  the  church. 

And  Preaches  the  When  the  fatal  day  arrived  he  accompanied 
final  Sermon.  -^^0  prisoners  to  the  church.  "There  the 
Protestant  ministers  wished  to  pronounce 
the  usual  discourse  ;  but  M.  Cheverus  opposed  this  with 
force  and  energy.  The  will  of  the  dying  he  said,  was 
sacred  ;  they  have  desired  to  have  no  one  but  mj^self,  and 
I  alone  will  speak  to  them."  He  immediately  ascended  the 
pulpit  and  casting  his  eyes  upon  the  immense  crowd  that 
surrounded  him,  and  beholding  a  great  multitude  of  women 
who  had  come  from  every  direction,  he  felt  himself  anima- 
ted with  holy  indignation  against  the  curiosity  which  had 
attracted  to  that  mournful  scene  such  a  crowd  of  spectators. 
"  Orators,"  cried  he,  in  a  loud  and  stern  voice,  "  are  usually 
flattered  by  having  a  numerous  audience,  but  I  am  ashamed 
of  the  one  before  me.  *  *  Are  there  then  men,  to  whom 
the  death  of  their  fellow  beings  is  a  spectacle  of  pleasure, 
an  object  of  curiosity  ?  *  *  But  you  especially,  O  women  I 
what  has  induced  you  to  come  to  this  place  ?  Is  it  to  wipe 
away  the  cold  damps  of  death  that  trickle  down  the  face  of 
these  unfortunate  men  ?  Is  it  to  experience  the  painful 
emotions  which  this  scene  ought  to  inspire  in  every  feeling 
heart  ?    No  it  is  not  for  this.     Is  it  then  to  behold  their 
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anguish,  and  to  look  upon  it  with  tearless,  eager  and  long- 
ing eyes  ?  Oh  !  I  blush  for  you,  your  eyes  are  full  of 
murder  *  *  you  boast  of  possessing  sensibilitj-,  and  you 
say  it  is  the  highest  virtue  in  women,  but  if  the  sufferings 
of  others  afford  you  pleasure,  and  the  death  of  man  is  an 
inviting  entertainment  for  your  curiosity,  I  can  no  longer 
believe  in  your  virtue.  You  forget  your  sex.  You  are  a 
dishonor  and  a  reproach  to  it."  The  execution  took  place 
immediately  after  this  discourse,  but  not  a  woman  dared 
appear  at  it.  All  retired  from  the  church  ashamed  of 
themselves,  and  blushing  for  the  inhuman  curiosity  that 
had  brought  them  there. 

The  Priest  Interests     The  citizeus  of  Northampton,  being  inter- 
the  People.  estcd   in  the   discourse  of    M.    Cheverus, 

wished  to  hear  him  again.  He  preached 
several  times,  he  conversed  with  them  in  private,  and  took 
every  opportunity  to  remove  the  prejudice  against  Catholi- 
cism. Many,  struck  by  the  spectacle  presented  by  the 
Irishmen  recently  executed,  and  deeming  it  incredible  that 
guilty  men  should  possess  such  a  modest  and  calm  appear- 
ance in  the  presence  of  death,  begged  M.  Cheverus  to  tell 
them,  as  he  must  have  ascertained  through  their  confession 
whether  the  men  were  really  guilty.  He  agreed  to  give 
them  the  only  reply  it  was  possible  for  him  to  make  to  the 
question.  Thereupon  he  treated  in  his  next  discourse  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  church  respecting  confession,  its  impor- 
tant advantages,  and  the  inviolable  secrecy  forced  upon 
the  confessor. 

M.  Cheverus  Request-  So  greatly  werc  the  people  pleased  by 
ed  to  Remain  here.  thcse  discourscs,  and  witli  the  interesting 
character  of  his  private  conversation,  that 
they  wished  him  to  remain  with  them,  and  he  found  almost 
as  much  difficulty  in  parting  from  them  as  he  had  in  pro- 
curing shelter  on  his  first  arrival.  ^ 

1  Cardinal  Cheverus  was  born  in  France  in  1768,  was  appointed  Bishop  of  Boston 
in  1808,  and  was  made  Archbishop  of  Bordeaux  in  1826.— The  above  facts  are  from  a 
life  of  M.  Cheverus,  published  in  1839. 
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The  Picture  Highly    Tlie  abovG  statement,  evidently  hiiglily  col- 
coiored.  orecl  by  tlie  imagination  of  an  ardent  Catli- 

olic,  is  undoubtedly  intended  to  give  a  fair 
representation  of  the  position  of  affairs  at  tliat  time.  But 
when  the  strong  anti-catholic  spirit  prevailing  at  that  time 
is  considered,  it  is  evident  that  the  biographer  of  M.  Chev- 
erus  made  the  most  out  of  the  facts  at  his  command.  Very 
probably  the  opposition  to  Romanism,  implanted  among 
the  first  settlers  in  the  wilderness,  had  before  this  be- 
come tinctured  by  a  more  liberal  feeling,  yet  it  is  easy  to 
conceive  that  even  then  the  great  majority  of  the  people, 
including  Parson  Williams,  who  was  then  pastor  of  the 
church,  would  consider  the  pulpit  contaminated  by  the 
presence  of  a  Catholic  priest  within  its  sacred  precincts. 

The  Execution.  Tucsday,  Juue  5"',  1806,  was  a  day  of  great 
excitement  in  Northampton.  On  that  day 
the  prisoners  suffered  the  penalty  of  their  deeds.  The 
largest  crowd  probably  ever  gathered  here  up  to  that  time, 
assembled,  it  being  estimated  that  15,000  people  were  pres- 
ent. The  services  were  held  in  the  third  church  (built  in 
1737),  in  which  Jonathan  Edwards  preached,  or  it  may  be 
that  the  preacher  spoke  from  one  of  the  upper  windows  of 
the  edifice,  to  the  crowd  assembled  in  the  street.  No  such 
crowd  could  have  been  accommodated  within  the  building. 
This  certainly,  as  far  as  known,  was  the  first  public  appear- 
ance of  a  Catholic  priest  in  Northampton. 


CHAPTER  XLI. 


CALEB  STRONG. 


Birth  and  Descent.  It  is  Sb  f  act  of  110  little  significance  that  the 
name  of  Strong,  which  in  the  person  of 
Elder  John  Strong  represents  one  of  the  most  prominent 
figures  in  the  settlement  of  Northampton,  and  occupies  so 
important  a  place  upon  the  first  pages  of  this  work,  should, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  end  of  the 
first  one  hundred  fifty  years  of  the  town's  history,  stand 
for  the  most  illustrious  of  all  her  sons,  the  Hon.  Caleb 
Strong,  Governor  of  Massachusetts.  Caleb  Strong  was 
born  in  Northampton,  Jan.  9,  1745,  being  a  direct  descend- 
ant in  the  fourth  generation  from  Elder  John  Strong.  His 
father,  Lieut.  Caleb  Strong,  and  his  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Phebe  Lyman,  "were  both  distinguished  hj  an 
original  strength  of  mind,  a  sound  judgment,  and  a  pru- 
dent, pious,  and  exemplary  christian  deportment."^  From 
such  a  line  of  ancestry,  and  in  such  favoring  surroundings 
as  were  presented  by  his  native  town,  were  produced  the 
judicial  calm,  the  far-sighted  sagacity  and  the  unflinching 
integrity  which  constituted  the  character  of  the  man,  and 
fitted  him  to  guide  the  Ship  of  State  through  the  troubled 
waters  which  led  to  the  new  era  of  peace. 

Education.  Being  ail  only  son,  Caleb  enjoyed  every  ed- 

ucational advantage  which  was  then  to  be 
had.  He  was  fitted  for  college  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Moody 
of  York,  Maine,  an  eminent  teacher  of  the  day,  who 
recognized  the  ability  of  his  pupil  and  gave  him  not  only 

1  Tiiis  chapter  is  compiled  from  notes  and  references  found  among  the  papers  of 
the  late  James  Russell  Trumbull. — Ed. 

2  Appendix  to  funeral  sermon  delivered  by  Dr.  Joseph  Lyman  at  the  interment  of 
the  Hon.  Caleb  Strong. 
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sound  instruction,  but  also  sage  advice.  In  1760  he  entered 
Harvard,  pursuing  his  course  with  marked  ability,  and 
graduating  in  1764  with  the  highest  honors  of  the  institu- 
tion. Immediately  after  the  close  of  his  college  course  he 
fell  a  victim  to  smallpox,  which  left  him  with  an  affection 
of  the  eyes  from  which  he  never  fully  recovered,  and  for 
several  years  he  was  almost  wholly  deprived  of  the  use  of 
them.  This  affliction  delayed  his  entering  upon  his  chosen 
pursuit,  the  study  of  the  law.  A  less  courageous  spirit 
would  have  been  utterly  disheartened,  but  the  determina- 
tion of  the  man,  together  with  the  unselfish  devotion  of 
his  father  and  sisters,  who  read  aloud  to  him  such  works  as 
were  necessary  to  his  profession,  overcame  this  seemingly 
insurmountable  difficulty. 

"His  father  *  *  *  read  to  him,  it  is  said,  the  whole  of  the  trea- 
tise of  Coke  upon  Littleton,  in  folio.  The  degree  of  patience  and  atfec- 
tion,  which  such  a  task  required,  can  only  be  estimated  probably  by 
gentlemen  of  the  profession,  who  know  something  of  the  obscurities  of 
the  book  and  its  barrenness  of  interest  to  everyone  but  a  lawyer."  ^ 

Thus  slowly  and  with  the  most  careful  thought  were 
gained  that  accurate  knowledge  of  the  details  of  law  and 
that  habit  of  calm  consideration  for  which  he  was  dis- 
tinguished :  while  his  acquaintance  with  the  practical  ap- 
plication of  the  principles  of  law  was  acquired  in  the  office 
of  Joseph  Hawley,  "the  leading  patriot  of  Western  Massa- 
chusetts." In  this  way  eight  years  passed  after  his  gradu- 
ation, and  not  until  1772  was  Caleb  Strong  admitted  to  the 
bar.  A  short  time  before,  its  members  had  decided  not  to 
receive  any  more  applications  for  such  admission,  but  the 
patience  and  perseverance  of  this  young  man  under  so 
great  difficulties  appealed  to  them  in  such  a  way  that  they 
were  constrained  to  yield  to  his  request. 

As  a  Lawyer.  His  prof  cssiou  thus  entered  upon  was  pur- 

sued with  diligence  and  unusual  success. 
His  practice,  though  somewhat  delayed  by  the  interruption 
of  the  courts  in  1774,  was,  after  their  re-establishment  in 
1778,  more  extensive  than  that  of  any  one  else  in  the  county. 
He  was  accustomed  to  attend  the  courts  in  Worcester  and 
Berkshire,  as  well  as  in  his  own  county,  and  diligence  and 

1    Appendix  to  funeral  sermon  by  Dr.  Lyman. 
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industry  enabled  liini  to  fulfill  his  manifold  political  duties 
without  interference  with  his  profession.  The  Hon.  George 
Bliss  says  of  him  :  — 

••  It  was  astonishing  how  much  business  he  would  accomplish,  with- 
out any  noise  or  even  the  appearance  of  extraordinary  engagements. 
His  mind  was  uncommonly  versatile ;  he  would  resume  a  subject,  after 
attending  to  some  important  business,  as  though  nothing  had  inter- 
vened. His  draughts  and  forms  were  uncommonly  accurate.  It  was 
rare,  indeed,  that  any  defects  or  mistakes  were  discovered.  Being  pe- 
culiarly skilled  in  draughting,  he  was  much  employed  in  this  branch  of 
business.  Many  of  the  statutes  of  the  United  States  and  of  this  Com- 
monwealth were  formed  by  him.  His  pleading  was.  among  profes- 
sional men,  always  received  as  good  authority.  He  was  a  very  suc- 
cessful advocate  to  a  jury.  His  address  was  pleasing  and  insinuating. 
He  commonly  began  in  a  very  low  tone  of  voice,  talking  to  the  jury  in 
a  very  familiar  manner,  but  so  as  to  gain  their  attention.  Whether 
others  heard,  or  not,  he  was  not  concerned.  Not  unfrequently,  before 
those  he  addressed,  or  any  one  else  suspected  it,  he  had  gained  his 
point.  I  have  frequently  heard  it  observed,  by  one  who  had  been  called 
to  practice  in  all  the  counties  in  the  State,  that  he  found  no  man  he  so 
much  feared,  as  closing  counsel,  as  Caleb  Strong.  The  public  had 
great  confidence  in  him.  Juries  placed  great  reliance  on  his  assertions. 
His  eloquence  was  not  destitute  of  force,  but  its  predominant  feature 
was  that  of  persuasion.  He  was  the  favorite  advocate  when  the  rights 
of  humanity  were  to  be  vindicated.  He  early  took  a  decided  part  in 
favor  of  the  negroes."  ^ 

In  1775  he  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Reg- 
ister of  Probate  for  Hampshire  County,  and  the  next  year 
to  the  olBfice  of  County  Attorney,  which  he  occupied  twenty- 
four  years.  Twice  was  a  seat  upon  the  bench  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  offered  to  him,  but  on  account  of  the  small 
salary  he  was  obliged  to  decline. 

Offices  of  Trust  iu  Caleb  Strong  early  manifested  an  interest 
the  Gift  of  the  in  public  affairs,  and  in  1772,  he  was  chosen 
selectman  and  served  on  the  board  nine 
years.  His  life  was  from  this  time  on,  passed  mainly-  in 
the  public  service.  On  account  of  his  defective  sight  he 
was  not  able  to  do  the  active  work  of  a  soldier  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary War,  but  his  patriotism  was  none  the  less  sin- 
cere and  his  service  no  less  effective.  In  September,  1774, 
he  was  chosen  upon  the  first  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
and  when  in  November,  1775,  this  committee  was  consoli- 

1    Address  to  the  Members  of  the  Bar,  September,  1826,  pp.  .56-59. 
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dated  with  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  the  name  of  Ca- 
leb Strong  Jr.  appears  upon  the  list  of  members  of  the  joint 
committee.  In  this  office,  whose  duties  were  to  secure 
ammunition  and  clothing  for  the  soldiers,  he  continued  to 
serve  as  long  as  it  lasted.  ^ 

In  1776  Mr.  Strong  represented  Northampton  in  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  Massachusetts.  In  the  State  Convention 
called  in  1779  to  adopt  a  constitution,  as  delegate  from  this 
town,  he  took  a  prominent  part,  being  one  of  the  four 
members  upon  the  committee  that  drew  up  the  instrument 
which  remained  for  forty  years  the  fundamental  law  of  the 
State, 

Larger  Public  ser-     111  1780  lie  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
^''^^-  Governor's  Council  and  was  also  chosen  del- 

egate to  the  Continental  Congress,  but  de- 
clined the  latter  office.  After  the  adoption  of  the  State 
Constitution  in  1780,  he  was  elected  State  Senator  for  that 
and  the  following  nine  consecutive  years.  In  1 787  he  was 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  national  convention  at  Philadel- 
phia, held  for  the  purpose  of  framing  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Of  his  connection  with  that  conven- 
tion, Mrs.  M.  J.  Lamb,  in  an  article  on  "The  Framers  of 
the  Constitution,"  says  :  — 

"  The  (iuartet  from  Massachusetts  were  strong  mentally,  morally  and 
politically.  Caleb  Strong  *  *  *  wasadmirably  fitted  for  the  impor- 
tant constructive  work  before  the  august  body.  He  was  a  statesman 
of  inflexible  adherence  to  principle,  and  a  man  of  spotless  private  char- 
acter."- 

Though  he  was  one  of  the  younger  members  of  tlie  con- 
vention, his  part  in  it  was  by  no  means  unimportant.  The 
lirm  patriotism  and  the  democratic  principles  with  which 

1  How  effectively  these  duties  were  discharged,  as  well  as  the  persuasive  wit  of 
the  man,  are  illustrated  by  the  following  anecdote,  related  by  Rev.  Edward  S.  Dwight 
in  an  article  entitled  "  Caleb  Strong,"  which  appeared  in  the  Congregational  Quarter- 
ly for  1860 :  One  day  he  called  with  two  other  members  of  the  committee  upon  a 
wealthy  widow  of  the  town  to  ask  for  a  contribution  of  blankets  for  the  soldiers. 
She  was  not  in  sympathy  with  the  patriots,  and  she  informed  them  she  had  no  blank- 
ets. Nothing  further  was  said  upon  that  subject  and  the  conversation  passed  to 
other  topics.  The  afternoon  wore  away  and  still  the  visitors  stayed.  At  last  the 
housewife  put  on  the  tea-kettle  and  began  her  preparations  for  tea,  expecting  her 
guests  to  take  the  hint  and  depart.  But  instead  they  merely  expressed  pleasure  la 
the  anticipation  of  a  cup  of  tea  for  supper,  which  was  then  not  very  plenty.  Finally 
in  desperation  she  brought  out  her  blankets,  saying:  "  Here,  take  them,  I  would 
rather  you  should  have  them  than  to  stay  any  longer." 

3    Magazine  of  American  History,  vol.  13,  p.  334. 
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he  was  so  tliorouglily  imbued,  as  well  as  his  clear  legal 
understanding,  were  shown  in  his  decision  upon  every 
question.  He  saw  plainly  the  necessity  for  a  more  central 
government  and  a  firmer  bond  of  union  between  the  States  ; 
being  willing  for  this  end  to  make  the  concession  to  the 
smaller  States,  involved  in  the  compromise  which  allowed 
representation  of  the  States  as  such  in  the  Senate.  He 
favored  the  annual  election  of  representatives  ;  and  be- 
lieved that  the  Senate  and  the  House  should  stand  upon 
the  same  footing  both  as  to  rank  and  mode  of  election.  He 
objected  to  the  electoral  college  and  advocated  the  choosing 
of  the  President  by  the  Legislature.  He  recognized  the 
necessity  for  keeping  the  three  departments  of  government 
separate,  and  hence  resisted  the  Virginia  plan  to  give  the 
judges  a  part  in  the  revision  of  the  laws.  ^ 

In  August,  before  the  completion  of  the  work  of  the  con- 
vention, he  was  called  home  by  illness  in  his  family,  and 
was  thus  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  affixing  his  name  to 
the  constitution  ;  but  as  a  delegate  from  Northampton  to 
the  State  Convention,  held  in  1788,  for  the  purpose  of  its 
ratification,  "he  was  able  to  render  yeoman's  service  to  the 
cause  of  a  more  perfect  union  by  defending  and  explaining 
the  Constitution."  ^  This  was  a  delicate  and  difficult  task, 
for  a  general  impression  prevailed  that  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  had  sought  to  gain  a  central  government  at 
the  expense  of  state  rights  ;  and  an 5"  ambiguity  in  the  pro- 
posed Constitution  was  attributed  to  a  desire  to  hide  this 
intent.     Mr.  Strong  combated  this  idea,  saying  :  — 

' '  For  my  part,  I  think  the  whole  of  it  is  expressed  in  the  plain  com- 
mon language  of  mankind.  If  any  parts  are  not  so  explicit  as  they 
could  be,  it  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  design  ;  for  I  believe  a  great 
majority  of  the  men  who  formed  it  were  sincere  and  honest  men."  ^ 

Such  testimony  from  a  man  who  possessed  the  public 
confidence  so  entirely  and  had  had  abundant  opportunity 
to  know  whereof  he  spoke,  could  not  fail  to  exert  a  power- 
ful influence,  and  no  doubt  contributed  largely  to  the  final 
acceptance  of  the  Constitution  in  Massachusetts. 

1  See  studies  in  History,  by  Heury  Cabot  Lodge,  pp.  235-236. 

2  Ibid. 

3  Congregational  Quarterly,  vol.  2,  p.  165. 
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United  States  Sen-     Upoii  its  acloptioii  liG  was  elected  a  Senator 
^to''-  of  the  United  States,  and  served  in  that  ca- 

pacity for  six  years,  being  re-elected  at  the 
close  of  his  first  term,  but  resigning  before  the  expiration 
of  the  second. 

"Mr.  Strong  was  an  active  and  useful  member  of  the  Senate.  He 
appears  to  have  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  in  that 
body,  and  most  of  the  committees  on  which  he  served  were  those  whose 
duties  would  now  be  assigned  to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  His  most 
important  service  was  on  the  committee  which  drafted  the  famous  act 
to  establish  the  judiciary,  which  passed  at  the  first  session,  and  which 
has  had  an  importance  and  an  effect  equal  to  almost  any  measure  ever 
enacted  by  Congress."  ^ 

During  the  whole  of  this  period  he  was  a  principal  confi- 
dent and  close  friend  of  Gen.  Washington.  It  was  with 
reluctance  that  he  had  accepted  this  office,  and  when  he 
resigned  in  1796,  he  undoubtedly  felt  that  his  retirement  to 
private  life  was  final,  and  that  he  had  earned  the  right  to 
indulge  his  taste  for  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  home. 

Governor  of  Massa-      But  again  he  recoguized  in  the  voice  of  the 
chusetts.  people  the  call  of  duty.     In  the  year  1800 

Caleb  Strong  was  nominated  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  and  "  one  of  the  most  beautiful  moral  pic- 
tures ever  displayed  to  the  eye,  was  exhibited  at  that  elec- 
tion;"^ for,  although  party  feeling  ran  high,  not  a  single 
vote  was  cast  against  him  in  the  seven  or  eight  towns  of 
which  Northampton  is  the  center.  "  In  the  very  scene  of 
his  professional  labors,  in  which,  if  anywhere,  causes  of 
jealousy  and  discontent  must  have  existed,  not  a  man 
could  be  found  whispering  anything  to  his  dishonor."^ 
These  were  indeed  "times  that  tried  men's  souls."  The 
unanimity  that  had  existed  during  the  administration  of 
Washington  had  given  place  to  strong  partisan  feeling, 
and  party  lines  were  more  definitely  drawn  from  year  to 
year  as  the  storm  of  war  raged  in  Europe  between  England 
and  France.  Of  these  two  parties,  the  republicans  or  dem- 
ocrats sympathized  heartily  with  France,  regarding  her 
struggle  as  a  defense  of  the  same  principles  of  democracy 

1  studies  in  History,  pp.  238,  230. 

2  American  Quarterly  Register,  vol.  12,  p.  12. 

3  Ibid. 
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wlii(;h  she  had  so  recently  assisted  the  United  States  in 
maintaining  ;  while  the  federalists  viewed  with  distrust  the 
increasing  power  of  Napoleon  and  looked  upon  England  as 
the  conservator  of  such  principles  of  law  and  order  as  are 
essential  to  the  well-being  of  any  nation  ;  being  disposed  to 
forget  the  recent  injustice  which  the  mother-country  had 
shown  them.  It  was  as  a  representative  of  the  federalist 
party  that  Caleb  Strong  was  elected  chief  magistrate  of  his 
native  State,  and  as  such  he  served  her  interests  until  1807. 
In  that  year  the  opposition  party  had  become  so  strong  that 
he  was  defeated,  though  by  a  small  majority.  Mr.  Strong 
hailed  this  defeat  as  a  welcome  release  from  the  "storm 
and  stress ''  of  public  life  ;  and  in  1812,  it  was  with  the 
greatest  reluctance,  and  only  at  the  urgent  solicitations  of 
his  friends,  who  recognized  that  his  was  the  only  hand  in 
all  the  party,  firm  and  steady  enough  to  guide  the  helm 
through  these  troubled  seas,  that  he  consented  once  more 
to  serve  the  Commonwealth, 

In  the  summer  of  1812  he  was  confronted  with  the  pain- 
ful necessity  of  deciding  as  to  which  of  two  conflicting 
claims  made  upon  him  was  paramount.  The  feeling 
against  England  had  grown  until,  on  the  18*''  of  June  of 
that  year,  war  was  declared  against  her.  Six  days  pre- 
vious to  this  declaration  came  a  call  from  the  President  to 
the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  for  troops  to  be  subject  to 
the  reciuisition  of  Maj.-Gen.  Dearborn.  Governor  Strong 
turned  to  the  federal  constitution,  which  declares  that  :  — 

"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 
vasions."—  and  also  "  to  provide  *  *  *  for  governing  such  part  of 
them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  reserving 
to  the  States  respectively  the  appointment  of  the  officers." 

The  Governor  argued  that  no  one  of  the  three  exigencies, 
under  which  the  State  militia  might  legally  be  called  out 
by  the  President,  here  existed  ;  and  furthermore  that  Maj.- 
Gen.  Dearborn,  as  an  outsider,  could  not  be  placed  over 
State  troops  ;  hence  that  in  complying  with  this  demand  of 
the  President,  he  would  be  acting  contrary  to  his  duty  to 
the  State.  In  this  decision  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts fully  sustained  him,  and  he  refused  to  obey  the 
command.      This  interpretation  of    the   constitution  has 
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since  been  decided  as  erroneous,  but  it  is  an  entirely  possible 
construction,  acquiesced  in  by  many  able  men  ;  and  Gov. 
Strong's  action  was  endorsed  by  three  fourths  of  the  people 
of  New  England.  The  possibility  that  it  was  an  act  of 
partisanship  or  anything  else  but  an  error  of  opinion,  is 
precluded  by  the  whole  course  and  character  of  the  man. 
When  war  had  actually  been  declared,  Gov.  Strong  showed 
his  readiness  to  sustain  the  President  and  protect  the  State 
against  foreign  invasion  by  placing  the  whole  of  the  mili- 
tary force  of  the  State  in  array  under  an  able  commander 
of  the  Revolution,  Gen.  Brooks, 

After  occupying  the  Governor's  chair  for  four  years,  the 
first  two  of  which  were  full  of  strife  and  the  last  two  quiet 
and  harmonious,  Gov.  Strong  refused  further  nomination 
and  retired  in  1816  to  private  life. 

Family  and  Resi-       In    Novembcr,    1777,    Mr.    Strong    married 
dence.  Sarah  Hooker,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John 

Hooker,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Northamp- 
ton. They  had  nine  children,  three  of  whom  died  in 
infancy,  and  two,  Edward  and  Julia,  at  the  ages  of  twenty- 
three  and  twenty-five  respectively.  Four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  survived  their  parents.  The  wife 
of  Caleb  Strong, 

"  with  whom  he  lived  in  wedlock  for  40  j^ears  was  a  lady  of  pleasing 
aspect,  strong  good  sense,  fervent  piety  and  remarkable  sweetness  of 
disposition.  Their  home  was  full  of  sunshine  and  of  the  peace  and 
presence  of  God." ' 

It  was  situated  on  Main  Street,  extending  from  what  is 
now  Pleasant  Street  as  far  as  Hawley  Street,  then  known 
as  Pudding  Lane.  The  house,  which  was  unusually  large 
and  fine  for  the  times,  was  built  by  Gov.  Strong's  father. 
It  was  afterwards  moved  to  Pleasant  Street,  where  it  still 
stands,  having  been  for  many  years  the  home  of  the  late 
Dr.  Charles  L.  Knowlton. 

Religious  Life.  Caleb  Stroug  became  a  professing  christian 

in  1772,  and  was  during  the  remainder  of 

his  life  not  only  an  efficient  member  of  the  church  but  also 

"a  member  of  almost   all  the  literary,   benevolent,   and 

1    History  of  the  Strong  Family  by  Benjamin  W.  Dwight,  vol.  2,  p.  1188. 
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religious  societies  in  the  Commonwealth."*  Upon  the 
establishment  of  the  Hampshire  Missionary  Society,  he  was 
chosen  its  president  and  held  that  office  ten  years,  while  for 
two  years  he  was  president  of  the  Hampshire  Bible  Society. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Academy  of  Arts 
and  Sciences,  and  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Massachusetts.  In  his  religious  views  he  was  a  mild  Cal- 
vinist.  The  moderation  and  broad  charity  which  were  a 
part  of  the  man,  showed  themselves  in  the  tolerance,  for 
that  day  unusual,  with  which  he  regarded  those  who  did 
not  accept  his  own  religious  belief.  In  the  last  years  of  his 
life  he  spent  much  time  in  the  studj'  of  the  scriptures. 

Death  and  Funeral.  He  died  at  Northampton,  Nov.  7*^^,  1819,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  of  heart 
disease.  His  funeral  was  attended  with  unusual  ceremony. 
In  the  words  of  the  Hampshire  Gazette  of  Nov.  16'^,  1819, 
which  was  draped  in  full  mourning  :  — 

"  Thro'-oiit  the  town,  business  was  suspended  and  the  offices,  stores 
and  shops,  were  closed.  The  spontaneous  homage  which  was  paid  in 
the  undissembled  grief  of  the  thousands  present,  was  the  most  consol- 
atory demonstration  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and 
tlie  most  honorable  testimony  to  his  worth.  The  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  which  was  sitting  in  Franklin,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  ad- 
journed ;  and  two  of  its  members,  with  most  of  its  officers,  attended." 

Here  follows  the  order  of  march  of  the  procession,  in- 
cluding all  the  town  officers,  "  Gentlemen  of  the  Bar," 
Judges,  Sheriff  of  Franklin  County,  and  the  clerk  and 
county  treasurer.  Dr.  Joseph  Lyman  of  Hatfield  preached 
the  funeral  sermon,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodbridge  of  Had- 
ley  and  Rev.  Samuel  P.  Williams  of  Northampton,  assisted 
in  the  services. 

Personal  Appear-       In  persou  Gov.  Strong  was  rather  tall,  erect, 
^^^^-  compactly  built   and   of  graceful  carriage. 

According  to  the  well-known  portrait  by 
Stuart,  which  gives  a  good  idea  of  his  countenance,  he  had 
a  somewhat  large  head,  an  oval  face,  hair  lightly  powdered 
falling  loosely  over  a  broad,  high  brow,  and  singularly 
beautiful  blue  eyes,  with  an  habitual  expression  of  quiet 
dignity.     A  writer  of  1806  thus  describes  him  :  — 

1    Appendix  to  Dr.  Lyman's  Funeral  Sermon. 
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"He  is  the  delight  of  all  his  acquaintance,  for  the  urbanity  of  his 
manners,  and  for  his  easy,  condescending  affability  to  people  of  every 
rank."'  Repossessed  from  his  youth  "an  unassuming  modesty  and 
courtesy  of  manners,"  *  which  were,  however,  "marked  rather  by  the 
simplicity  of  one  bred  in  the  country  than  by  the  polish  of  a  man  who 
had  mixed  much  with  the  world."  - 

Private  Character.  TliG  iiioral  purity  of  Caleb  Stroiig's  charac- 
ter was  such  that  there  was  never  the 
slightest  suspicion  of  slander  attached  to  his  name  through 
all  his  public  career.  He  had  an  unusual  degree  of  com- 
mon sense  and  ability  to  distinguish  between  right  and 
wrong.  These  qualities,  together  with  a  sound  judgment, 
made  him  a  valuable  advisor  for  his  friends,  and  procured 
for  him  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  everyone  who  came 
in  contact  with  him. 

"His  temperance  in  word,  thought,  and  action,  combined  with  high 
character  and  great  amiability,  was  the  secret  of  his  personal  popu- 
larity, which  enabled  him  to  retain  high  ofiBce  at  periods  when,  it  may 
be  safely  said,  not  one  of  his  party  friends  could  have  commanded  an 
election,"  =>  According  to  Dr.  Lyman,  "few  have  rivalled  him  in  lit- 
erary attainments  ;  fewer  still  have  reached  his  eminence  in  a  thorough 
acquaintance  with  practical  wisdom." 

At  an  early  age  he  was  honored  by  Harvard  College  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  The  following  anecdote, 
related  in  the  Life  of  Samuel  Adams,*  illustrates  his  fine 
courtesy :  At  the  time  of  his  first  inauguration  in  1800, 
the  procession  passed  by  the  house  of  the  venerable  Sam- 
uel Adams,  who  was  standing  at  his  doorway.  Gov.  Strong 
immediately  stopped  the  procession,  alighted  from  his  car- 
riage and  advanced  with  uncovered  head  to  shake  hands 
with  the  aged  Patriot  of  the  Revolution.  The  fact  that 
Adams'  political  views  were  at  that  time  directly  opposed 
to  those  of  Gov.  Strong  made  this  act  particularly  im- 
pressive. 

Mr.  Strong's  long  intercourse  with  prominent  men  and 
his  tenacious  memory  placed  at  his  command  a  store  of  in- 
formation and  anecdote,  which,  added  to  his  natural  good 
spirits  and  kindly  wit,  made  him  a  most  delightful  and 
entertaining  man. 

1  Funeral  Sermon. 

2  Studies  in  History,  p.  357. 

3  Studies  in  History,  pp.  260-2G1. 

4  Life  of  Samuel  Adams,  vol.  3,  p.  369. 
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Character  as  a  Pub-    Of  his  public    life,  Hoii.    Henry   Cahot 
lie  Mau.  Lodge  says  :  — 

"  It  is  as  a  type  of  the  New  England  Puritan  and  Massachusetts  Fed- 
eralist that  Caleb  Strong  is  most  interesting  at  the  present  day.  A  man 
who  could  adhere  strictly  to  the  doctrines  of  the  most  rigid  Federalism 
and  yet  have  such  a  hold  iipon  the  people  and  pass  through  years  of 
difficult  public  service  without  a  quarrel  and  without  becoming  the 
subject  of  unmeasured  invective  is  an  interesting  study.  *  *  *  The 
fact  is  that  the  combination  of  firmness  and  moderation,  of  calm  sense 
and  absolute  devotion  to  conviction,  so  conspicuous  in  the  character  of 
Caleb  Strong,  made  him  a  thorough  representative  of  the  class  which 
formed  the  strength  of  the  Puritans  both  in  Old  and  New  England.  In 
times  of  great  excitement  the  extremists  always  come  to  the  front,  and 
leave  the  deepest  mark  upon  the  events  in  which  they  take  part.  But 
it  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  quieter,  more  moderate,  and  more  common- 
place men  to  furnish  the  backbone  and  sinew  of  every  great  and  suc- 
cessful movement.  The  leaders  in  this  class  are  of  a  vast  importance, 
and  any  man  who  represents  them  is  well  worth  our  consideration."  ^ 

The  centennial  number  of  tlie  Hampshire  Gazette  thus 
sums  up  the  character  of  this  eminent  son  of  Northamp- 
ton :  — 

"Gov.  Strong  lived  in  a  remarkable  time.  It  was  a  time  of  great 
agitation,  of  governmental  chaos,  of  revolution  and  war,  of  recon- 
struction— a  peculiarly  formative  period.  It  was  a  time  of  great  oppor- 
tunities. Gov.  Strong  was  the  man  for  the  period.  He  combined  con- 
servatism with  radicalism  in  proper  measure,  and  met  all  the  require- 
ments made  of  him  successfully.  He  was  eminentlj'  a  practical  man 
of  affairs, — a  statesman  of  the  highest  and  best  type.  He  is  not,  and 
wnll  not  be  in  the  years  to  come,  so  widely  known  as  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards, the  theologian  and  metaphysician,  but  the  work  that  he  did  in 
shaping  public  affairs  at  a  time  when  to  steer  the  ship  of  state  aright 
was  to  send  it  on  its  mission  of  usefulness  for  centuries,  will  live  long 
after  his  own  name  shall  be  forgotten,  and  be  a  blessing  to  mankind 
forever." 

A  history  fails  to  accomplish  one  of  its  highest  ends,  if 
it  does  not  fill  its  readers  with  a  just  pride  in  the  character 
and  achievements  of  the  heroes  of  the  past,  and  foster  in 
their  sons  a  determination  to  contribute  each  his  share 
toward  the  maintenance  of  those  institutions  to  which  we 
owe,  liberty,  prosperity  and  happiness.  Especially  ought 
the  citizens  of  Northampton,  and  the  descendants  every- 
where of  such  men  as  Stoddard,  Pomeroy,  Hawley,  Ed- 

1    Studies  in  History,  pp.  224-226. 
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wards,  Strong,  take  pride  in  the  records  of  their  lives,  and 
find  in  them  an  incentive  toward  noble  effort.  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes  has  said  :  — 

"Happy  is  the  child  whose  first  dreams  of  Heaven  are  blended  with 
the  evening  glories  of  Mount  Holyoke,  when  the  sun  is  firing  its  tree- 
tops  and  gilding  the  white  walls  of  that  mark,  its  one  human  dwell- 
ing." 

And  we  may  add  :  thrice  blessed  is  the  man  whose  high 
privilege  it  is  here  in  this  historic  city  to  build  upon  the 
foundations  laid  by  those  mighty  men  of  old. 
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FATHER   rale's   WAR, 


Pages  15-82.     Upon  the  Muster-Rolls  from  1733  to  1735  maybe  found 
the  following  names  :  — 


Nathaniel  Alexander. 

Thomas  Alexander, 

Noah  Allen, 

Samuel  Allen, 

Benjamin  Alvord,  Drummer, 

Benjamin  Avery, 

Ezekiel  Bascom, 

Samuel  Bedortha,  Servant  to 

Thomas  Sheldon, 
Orlando  Bridgman,  Serg't, 
William  Clark, 
Joseph  Clesson,  Lt., 
David  Coombs, 
Ebenezer  Corss, 
Daniel  Dwight,  Chaplain, 
Timothy  Dwight,  Capt., 
Samuel  Hannum, 
Benoni  Hill,  apprentice  to 

Daniel  Nash, 
John  Hill. 

Jonathan  Hunt,  Clerk, 
Nathaniel  Kentfield, 
John  King, 
Josiah  King.  Serg't, 
Medad  King. 
Ebenezer  Kingsley, 
Samuel  Langton, 
Benjamin  Lyman, 
Joshua  Lyman,  Corp., 
Nathan  Lyman, 
Ebenezer  Miller, 
John  Miller, 
Ebenezer  Parsons,  Capt. 


1732,  13  weeks. 

1725,  17w. 

1722,  17w. 

1723,  17w.  1735,  33w. 


1732,  17w. 
1722,  17w. 

1722,  17w. 

1723.  17w. 
1725,  34w. 
1735,  17w. 
1735,  36w. 

1733,  llw. 
1725,  17w. 

1722,  9w. 

1723,  12w. 

1722,  12w. 
1725.  26w. 

1724,  23w. 
1733.  36w. 
1735,  17w. 
1735,  18w. 
1733,  7w. 

1725,  17w. 
1735,  33w. 
1735,  35w. 

1723.  17w. 
1733,  12w. 


1724,  36w. 

1725.  17w. 


1725,  33w. 


1724,  16w.  1725,  26w. 


1725,  33w. 


1735,  33w. 


1735,  17w. 
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Gideon  Parsons, 

1725, 

17w. 

William  Parsons,  Lieut. 

Joseph  Phelps, 

1725, 

17w. 

Elisha  Pomeroy,  Capt. 

John  Pomeroy.  Lieut. , 

1722, 

17w. 

1724, 

14w. 

1725, 

33w. 

Josiah  Pomeroy, 

1725, 

17w. 

Simeon  Pomeroy. 

James  Porter, 

1722, 

17w. 

1724, 

26w. 

1725, 

33w. 

Elisha  Searl,  Lieut., 

1724, 

27w. 

1725, 

26w. 

Thomas  Sergeant. 

1722, 

6w. 

1724, 

25w. 

1725, 

13w. 

Asahel  Stebbins, 

1724. 

26  w. 

1725, 

33w. 

Joseph  Stebbins, 

1722, 

13w. 

Josiah  Stebbins,  Serg't, 

1722, 

17w. 

1724, 

24  w. 

Nehemiah  Strong, 

1725, 

7w. 

Waitstill  Strong,  Serg't, 

1722. 

3w. 

1724, 

7w. 

1725, 

7w. 

Benjamin  Wait, 

1722. 

lOw. 

John  Wait, 

1722. 

9w. 

Joseph  Wait, 

1722, 

7w. 

1725, 

17w, 

Benoni  Wright,  Serg't, 

1722, 

17w. 

1725, 

26w. 

Eldad  Wright, 

1724. 

Samuel  Wright, 

1722, 

12w. 

B. 


KING  George's  war. 


Pages  112-146 
burg  in  1745  :  — 

Timothy  Baker. - 
Elkanah  Burt.' 
Noah  Clapp.' 
Stephen  Clark.' 
William  Clark.' 
Joseph  Cook.-' 
Samuel  Edwards.' 
Joseph  Hawley,  Chaplain 
Jonathan  Janes.' 
Samuel  King.' 
Jonathan  Lancton.' 
Elias  Lyman. ■' 
Medad  Lyman.'' 
William  Lyman,'  Lieut. 
Josiah  Nash.' 


Names  of  soldiers  engaged  in  the  attack  upon  Louis- 


Gideon  Parsons,'  Serg't. 
Medad  Parsons.' 
Martin  Phelps.' 
Elisha  Pomeroy,'  Clerk. 
Seth  Pomeroy,  Major. 
Simeon  Pomeroy.- 
Benjamin  Sheldon.^ 
Elisha  Strong.  Drummer. 
Ebenezer  Wait,'  Serg't. 
Reuben  Wait. 
Daniel  Warner.' 
Aaron  Wright,'  Serg't. 
Josiah  Wright. - 
Nathaniel  Wright.'^ 
Selah  Wright.' 


Benjamin  Parsons.^ 

These  names  are  found  upon  Major  Pomeroy's  muster-roll. 

Enlisted  under  Capt.  Williams. 

Northampton  names  found  upon  Capt.  Williams'  muster-roll  and  no  place  of 


residence  given. 
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Pages  147-164. 
Louisburg :  — 

Samuel  Allen.' 
John  Alvord  Jr.' 
Elisha  Baker,  1748. 
John  Baker.  Capt. 
Aaron  Bartlett. 
Preserved  Bartlett. 
John  Birge,  1754. 
Orlando  Bridgman,  1741. 
Partridge  Bull.' 
Da^ad  Burt.' 
Samuel  Cahoon.' 
Nathaniel  Church  Jr.' 
Ebenezer  Clapp,  1748. 
John  Clapp,  Ens. 
Noah  Clapp,  Serg't. 
Roger  Clapp,  Capt. 
Samuel  Clapp,  Lieut. 
Ebenezer  Clark,  Lieut. 
Gershom  Clark.' 
John  Clai'k,  Capt. 
Samuel  Clark. 
Samuel  Clark  Jr.' 
Silas  Clark,  1748. 
William  Clark.' 
Edward  Coats. 
Joseph  Cook.' 
Robert  Danks. 
Zadoc  Danks,  1748. 
David  Darbj',  Drum. 
Joseph  Dwight,  Capt. 
Timothy  Dwight,'  Clerk,  1748. 
Benjamin  Eastman. 
Nathaniel  Edwards,  1748. 
Isaac  Goodale. 
Ebenezer  Harvey,  1748. 
Elisha  Hawley.  Lieut.,  1748. 
Joseph  Hawley.'  Corp. 
John  Heard  Jr.' 
Elijah  Hunt.' 
Samuel  Janes. 
Asahel  Judd. 
Nathaniel  Kellogg,  Lieut. 
Samuel  King.' 
Titus  King.' 

Ebenezer  Kingsley,  Serg't. 
1    Names  of  men  who  weot  to  Deerfield 


Names  of   soldiers  in  the  .service  after  the  fall  of 


Haines  Kingsley.' 
Gideon  Lyman,'  1748. 
John  Lyman,'  Serg't,  1748. 
Moses  Lyman  Jr.,  Capt. 
Noah  Lyman,'  1748. 
William  Lyman,  Lieut.,  1748. 
Samuel  Lynde,  Corp. 
John  Marchants. 
Joseph  Marchants,  1748. 
Abraham  Miller. 
Gideon  Parsons.' 
John  Parsons.  Lieut. 
Noah  Pixley,  Drum. 
Nathaniel  Phelps,  Lieut. 
John  Pomeroy,  1748. 
Oliver  Pomeroy.' 
Seth  Pomeroy,'  Lieut. 
Philip  Richardson. 
Joseph  Root,  1748. 
James  Searl,'  1748. 
Ebenezer  Sheldon,  Ens. 
Elijah  Smith,  Serg't,  1748. 
Hezekiah  Smith,  Corp.,  1748. 
William  Smith,  Serg't,  1748. 
Thomas  Starr,  1748. 
John  Stebbins,  Ens. 
John  Stoddard,  Col.,  1748. 
Bela  Strong.' 
Belzaleel  Strong,'  1748. 
Caleb  Strong. 
Elisha  Strong,'  1748. 
Ithamar  Strong,  1748. 
John  Strong. 

Jonathan  Stoon  (Strong?). 
Nathaniel  Strong,  Lieut. 
Waitstill  Strong. 
Asa  Upson,  1748. 
John  Wait,  Corp. 
William  Wait. 
Elisha  Warner.  1748. 
John  Warner. 
Richard  Wilde,  Corp.,  1748. 
Bildad  Wright,  1748. 
Medad  Wright.' 
Noah  Wright,'  Serg't. 

in  August,  1748. 
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C. 

FRIENDS   OF   MR.    EDWARDS. 

Page  234.  The  following  list  of  names  of  persons  who  are  supposed 
to  have  been  friends  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards  was  prepared  by  Rev. 
Solomon  Clark,  author  of  "Antiquities,  Historicals  and  Graduates  of 
Northampton"  :  — 

"  Daniel  Clark,  born  1713,  son  of  Increase,  married,  1739,  Experience 
Allen,  daughter  of  Dea.  Samuel,  and  sister  of  Joseph,  both  friends  of 
Mr.  Edwards. 

"Simeon  Clark,  born  1720,  son  of  Increase,  married  by  Jonathan 
Edwards,  Nov.  1749,  to  Rebecca,  second  child  of  Nathaniel  Strong,  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Edwards.  In  1750,  Simeon  Clark  moved  to  Amherst ; 
chosen  deacon  there. 

"  Increase  Clark,  father  of  Daniel  and  Simeon,  married  in  1710. 

"  Capt.  John  Baker,  one  of  the  most  influential  men  of  Northamp- 
ton ;  of  an  active,  vigorous  mind,  thoroughly  religious.  His  wife, 
Rebecca  Clark,  was  sister  of  Increase  Clark,  both  married  and  built 
their  dwellings  the  same  year.  Rebecca  Clark  was  aunt  of  Daniel  and 
Simeon.  Capt.  John  Baker  had  a  number  of  sons,  all  over  six  feet 
high,  all  averaged  over  82,  all  pious  men.  The  John  Whittelsey  house 
was  built  and  occupied  by  Capt.  John  Baker.  Daniel  Clark  lived  above 
on  the  same  side  of  the  street.  In  1739,  it  was  the  western  most  house 
in  town.  The  Bakers  and  the  Clarks  on  Elm  St.  kept  up  a  family 
prayer  meeting  for  a  great  many  years. 

"John  Baker,  Jr.,  son  of  Capt.  John,  born  in  1712,  married  in  1741, 
his  own  cousin,  Abigail  Clark.  Her  father,  Ebenezer,  lived  to  be  almost 
100,  was  one  of  the  six  sons  of  the  first  Dea.  John,  also  a  brother  of 
Increase.     His  house  stood  near  the  residence  of  Prest.  Seelye. 

"Two  sons  of  this  Ebenezer  Clark,  viz. :  —  Ebenezer,  Jr.,  married  in 
1740,  and  William,  married  in  1746,  were  also  counted  among  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Edwards.  William  lived  opposite  Capt.  John  Baker's, 
and  Ebenezer,  Jr.  lived  a  little  beyond,  known  now  as  the  Jared  Clark 
place.  Mrs.  John  Baker,  Jr.,  was  a  sister  of  the  two  brothers,  Ebene- 
zer, Jr.,  and  William.  The  three  were  cousins  and  near  neighbors 
of  Daniel  Clark,  who  settled  before  them  in  that  immediate  vicinity. 
Whose  house  stood  for  some  years  the  farthest  limit  of  civilization  on 
Elm  St.  William  Clark,  and  Daniel  Clark,  cousins,  w^ere  neighbors  58 
years. 

"  Capt.  Roger  Clap,  not  the  commander  of  Castle  William  in  Boston 
harbor,  but  his  grandson,  the  same  style  of  man,  also  much  like  his 
own  father.  Elder  Preserved  Clap,  described  as  a  good  instrument  and 
a  great  blessing  to  the  town  of  Northampton.  In  the  absence  of  direct 
evidence  it  would  be  safe  to  insert  on  this  list  of  Mr.  Edwards'  friends, 
the  name  of  Capt.  Roger  Clap. 
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"Major  Jonathan  Clap,  son  of  the  foregoing.  Born  on  South  St.,  he 
settled  in  1735.  in  what  long  afterwards  became  Easthampton.  It  has 
come  down  by  tradition  that  the  people  in  that  part  of  Northampton, 
four  miles  from  the  center,  now  Easthampton,  sympathized  with  Mr. 
Edwards. 

'  •  In  the  same  locality,  the  owner  of  the  Grist  Mill  at  the  falls  of 
Manhan  River  for  35  years  was  Joseph  Bartlett,  a  prominent  name 
there,  a  relative  of  Phebe  Bartlett,  converted  at  four  years  of  age,  de- 
scribed by  Edwards  in  his  narrative  of  Surprising  Conversions  in 
Northampton,  in  the  year  1785. 

••  Not  without  good  reason  Joseph  Bartlett's  name  stands  on  the  list 
of  Edwards'  adherents  and  friends  in  the  time  of  his  trial." 


D. 

FOURTH  FRENCH  AND  INDIAN  WAR. 

Pages  252-253.    Names  of  soldiers  who  served  in  the  company  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Elisha  Hawley,  in  1755  :  — 

Elisha  Hawley,  Capt.,  wounded  Sept.  8,  died  Sept.  24. 

Daniel  Pomeroy,  Lieut.,  killed  Sept.  8. 

Elijah  Smith,  Ens.,  Belchertown,  promoted  to  Capt.  Sept.  24. 

Gideon  Clark,  Clerk,  Southampton. 

Nathaniel  Searls,  Serg't,  promoted  to  Ensign,  Sept.  24. 

Samuel  King,  Serg't,  promoted  to  Lieut.  Sept.  24. 
Stephen  Alvord,  1759.  Elisha  Janes,  1758. 

Thomas  Alvord.  Moses  Kanard,  1756. 

Nathaniel  Bartlett,  1756.  Daniel  Kentfield,  1759. 

Thomas  Billings.  Elijah  King,  1756,  1758.     Serg't, 

Asahel  Birge.  1756.     Serg't,  1758.  1759. 

Elijah  Clap,  1757.  Ebenezer  Kingsley,  killed. 

Joel  Clap.  1757.  Jonathan  Kingsley. 

Supply  Clap,  Serg't.  Ebenezer  Knap. 

Asahel  Clark,  1758.  Peter  Ladue  (Negro). 

Jehiel  Clark.  Jonathan  Langton. 

Phinehas  Colfax.  Joseph  Little. 

Ebenezer  Crowfoot.  Samuel  Lyman. 

Samuel  Fairfield.  Samuel  Marshall. 

Thomas  Fairfield,  1756.  Elnathan  Phelps. 

John  Frost.  Aaron  Pomeroy. 

John  Hannum.  Eleazer  Pomeroy. 

Nathaniel  Harvey,  1757.  Elijah  Pomeroy. 

Edward  Higgins.  Stephen  Pomeroy. 

Joel  Hunt,  promoted  to  Corp.  Titus  Pomeroy. 

Sept.  24.  James  Powers. 

39 
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Aaron  Searls,  1759.  Andrew  Turner,  died. 

Ebenezer  Searls.  Thomas  Wait,  killed. 

Edward  Selfrage,  Corp.  Daniel  Wells,  Deerfield,  killed. 

William  Selfrage.  Benoni  Wright  Jr. 

Benjamin  Stebbins,  Drummer.  Eliakim  Wright,  Corp.,  killed. 

John  Sterns,  Corp.,  promoted  to  (Perhaps  Elkanah.) 

Serg't  Sept.  24.  Joseph  Wright,  1759. 

Joel  Strong,  1758,  1759. 

Several  of  the  above  do  not  appear  to  be  Northampton  men.  The 
names  in  this  roll  are  copied  from  a  list  in  the  Hawley  MSS..  in  the 
Bancroft  collection,  at  the  Lenox  Library,  New  York  City.  The  official 
rank  and  promotions  are  added  from  a  muster-roll,  made  by  Capt. 
Elijah  Smith,  in  the  Judd  MSS. 

Pages  244-299.  Soldiers  in  the  Seven  Years'  War,  and  years  in  which 
they  served  :  — 

Abner  Alexander. 

John  Alexander,  1756. 

Miles  Alexander,  1756. 

Joseph  Allen,  1755,  Serg't  1758,  1759. 

Nathan  Allen,  1758-1760. 

Nathaniel  Allen,  1758,  1759. 

Samuel  Allen,  1758,  1759. 

Samuel  Allen  Jr.,  1759. 

Benjamin  Alvord,  1755. 

Medad  Alvord,  1755-1757. 

Stephen  Alvord.  1759,  1760. 

Thomas  Alvord.  1756,  d. 

Simeon  Bacon,  1757. 

Abner  Bailey,  1759,  1760. 

Aaron  Baker,  1758,  1759. 

Elijah  Baker,  1755. 

Stephen  Baker,  1757. 

James  Ball,  1758. 

Joel  Bartlett,  1755-1759. 

Nathaniel  Bartlett,  1756,  1757. 

Preserved  Bartlett,  1759. 

Samuel  Bartlett,  1758. 

Simeon  Bartlett,  1755,  1757-1759. 

Elijah  Bascom,  S.  H.,  1756. 

Elisha  Bascom,  S.  H.,  1756-1760. 

Ezekiel  Bascom,  servant  Abner  Barnard,  1759. 

Phinehas  Beaman,  1756. 

Jesse  Beamont,  servant  Gideon  Clark,  1758,  1759. 

Asahel  Birge,  Serg't  1756-1759. 

John  Birge,  1755. 

John  Birge  Jr.,  1758. 
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Simeon  Birge,  1755,  1756,  1758,  1759,  Drummer  1761. 

Nathaniel  Blanchard,  1759. 

Robert  Bradford,  1758. 

John  Bridgman,  1759. 

John  Brown,  Corp.  1758-1760. 

Rnfiis  Brown.  1758. 

Justus  Burk,  1760. 

SethBurk,  1755,  1756,  1758,  1759. 

Joseph  Burt,  substitute  Eleazar  Burt,  1758. 

Noah  Burt,  1754. 

Oliver  Burt,  1758,  1759. 

John  Cade,  1760. 

Samuel  Calhoun,  1761. 

Jonathan  Carver,  Corp.  1756. 

Samuel  Chatham,  1762. 

Samuel  Child,  1759,  1760. 

Abner  Clapp,  S.  H.,  1759,  1760. 

Benjamin  Clap,  1757. 

Joel  Clapp,  S.  H.,  1758,  1759. 

John  Clap,  S.  H.,  1758-1760. 

Jonathan  Clap,  1755. 

Supply  Clap.  Serg't  1755.  . 

Timothy  Clapp,  S.  H.,  1758,  1759. 

Aaron  Clarke,  1755. 

Aaron  Clarke,  S.  H.,  1759. 

Asahel  Clark,  1758,  1759. 

Elihu  Clark,  1756,  1758. 

Gad  Clark.  1755. 

Gershom  Clark,  1755,  1759. 

Israel  Clark,  1755. 

Joel  Clark,  1755. 

John  Clark  2^  S.  H.,  1758,  1759. 

Jonathan  Clark,  S.  H.,  1759,  1760. 

Noah  Clark,  Serg't  1756. 

Samuel  Clark,  Ens.  1758. 

James  Clough,  1760. 

Stephen  Coats,  1759. 

Joseph  Cook,  Serg't  1755,  1757. 

David  Corliss.  1760. 

Daniel  Crevey,  1760. 

Asahel  Danks,  1758,  1759. 

Samuel  Danks,  S.  H.,  1758,  1759. 

Nathaniel  Day,  1757,  1759. 

Nathaniel  Day  Jr.,  1757. 

Abner  Dickinson,  1756. 

Joel  Dickinson,  Serg't  1756. 

John  Drake,  S.  H.,  1759. 

John  Dumbleton.  servant  Timothy  Dwight,  1761. 
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Samuel  Dwell}-,  1756. 

John  Eastman,  Serg't  1756. 

Medad  Edwards,  1756,  Corp.  1757. 

Natliaiuel  Edwards,  1755. 

Noah  Edwards,  1759. 

Daniel  Elmer,  1755, 

Thomas  Fairchild.  1756. 

Nathaniel  Foster.  S.  H.,  1760. 

Elisha  Frary.  Drummer  17.56. 

John  French,  1758. 

Noah  Gould,  1756. 

Benjamin  Graves,  1756. 

Benoni  Graves,  1756. 

Samuel  Graves,  1756. 

Simeon  Graves,  1756. 

James  Griffin,  S.  H..  1762. 

Josiah  Hadlock,'  1756,  1757. 

Simeon  Hall,  1759,  1760. 

John  Hannum,  S.  H.,  17.59. 

Philip  Harriman,  1758. 

Paul  Hawks,  17.59.  1760. 

Joseph  Hawley,  Major. 

Suek  Hecon,  1758,  d. 

John  Hooker.  1756. 

Nathaniel  P.  Howard,  1756,  Drummer  17.58,  1759. 

Seth  Howland,  S.  H.,  1760. 

James  Hulbert,  17.59. 

Jonathan  Hunt  Jr.,  Ens.  1757. 

Elisha  Janes,  17.58,  17.59. 

Samuel  Judd,  1759. 

Dan.  Kentfield,  1759,  1760. 

George  Kentfield,  1758,  1759,  1761. 

Shem  Kentfield,  1759,  1760. 

Apollos  King,  1756-1758,  killed. 

Eleazar  King. 1759. 

Elijah  King.  17.55-1757,  1759,  1760. 

Paul  King,  1755. 

Samuel  King,  Ens.  1755,  Lieut.  1756,  1757. 

Silas  King,  1754. 

Simeon  King,  Ens.  17.55,  1756. 

Supply  Kingsley,  Capt. 

Moses  Kinnard,  1756,  1757. 

Noadiah  Leonard,  17.56. 

Noadiah  Lewis,  1758. 

Nathaniel  Loomis,  S.  H.,  1757-1760. 

Benjamin  Lyman,  1755-1757. 

James  Lyman,  Capt. 

1     Mr.  .Jiuid  says  he  came  from  Hatfield. 
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John  Lyman,  1756. 

Joseph  Lyman,  Corp.  1755. 
William  Lyman,  Capt.  1756. 

John  Marshall. 

Samuel  Martindel,  S.  H.,  1758. 

Samuel  Mattoon,  1756. 

Peter  Milbe,  S.  H.,  1759-1762. 

John  Miller,  1758,  1759. 

Benjamin  Mun,  1755,  1757,  1758. 

Oliver  Mun,  substitute  Joseph  Hutchins,  1758,  1759. 

David  Murray,  1756. 

Phinehas  Nash,  1755. 

Artemas  Newton,  S.  H.,  1759,  1760. 

John  Norton,  1757,  1760. 

Jonathan  Old,  1759. 

Asahel  Parsons,  1759. 

Charles  Parsons,  1759,  1760. 

Elisha  Parsons,  1755. 

Moses  Parsons,  1759. 

Oliver  Parsons,  1755. 

Timothy  Parsons,  1755,  1758,  1759. 

Lemuel  Phelps,  1756. 

Samuel  Phelps,  1755-1757,  1759. 

William  Phelps,  1759. 

Aaron  Pomeroy,  S.  H.,  1758,  1759. 

Caleb  Pomeroy,  S.  H.,  1759. 

Daniel  Pomeroy,  1759. 
Elijah  Pomeroy,  S.  H.,  1758,  1759. 
Elisha  Pomeroy,  Capt.  1758. 
Heman  Pomeroy,  1756,  1757. 

John  Pomeroy,  substitute  Seth  Pomeroy,  Capt.  1758.  1759. 
Joseph  Pomeroy,  1759. 
Lemuel  Pomeroy,  1759. 
Pliny  Pomeroy,  Drum.  1758, 
Seth  Pomeroy,  Col. 
Shamah  Pomeroy,  1754,  1757. 
Titus  Pomeroy,  1760. 

John  Porter,  substitute  Samuel  Clark,  175S-1760. 
Caesar  Prut.'  substitute  Josiah  Chauncey,  1758. 
Oliver  Richmond,  S.  H..  1760. 
Philip  Richmond,  S.  H.,  1760. 
Isaac  Robbins,  1758,  1759. 
Isaac  Robbins  Jr.,  1758. 
Orlando  Root,  1754,  1759. 
Simeon  Root.  1759. 
Hezekiah  Russell,  1759. 
1    Reported  from  Hadley. 
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Elijah  Rust,  1755,  1759. 

Israel  Rust,  1759. 

David  Sabin.  substitute  Pliny  Pomeroj',  1758,  1759. 

Benjamin  Sawyer,  1756,  1757. 

Samuel  Scott,  1756. 

Aaron  Searl,  S.  H.,  1759. 

Abijah  Searle,  S.  H.,  1759. 

Gideon  Searle,  S.  H.,  1759. 

Zopher  Searle,  S.  H.,  1759. 

Rufus  Sergeant,  1759. 

Martin  Severance,  1756. 

Ebenezer  Sheldon,  S.  H.,  1759,  1760. 

Josiah  Sheldon. 

Noah  Sheldon,  S.  H.,  1759. 

Jonas  Sheppard,  1760. 

Philip  Smith,  1756,  1757. 

Samuel  Smith.  Lieut.  1755,  1757,  1759. 

Elah  Southwell,  1759. 

Elisha  Southwell,  1756,  1758,  1759. 

Thomas  Spring,  1759. 

Thomas  Star,  1757-1760,  1762. 

Thomas  Star  Jr..  substitute  John  Miller,  1758. 

Israel  Stoddard,  1760. 

Benajah  Strong,  1759. 

Joel  Strong,  1758-1760. 

John  Strong,  S.  H.,  1759. 

Jonathan  Strong,  1756. 

Nathan  Strong  Jr.,  1757. 

Noah  Strong,  Serg't  1754,  1757-1759. 

JohnTass,  S.  H.,  1759. 

Elijah  Temple,  1759. 

Amos  TiTte,  1759,  1760. 

Downing  Warner,  1759. 

Elihu  Warner.  1756. 

Elisha  Warner,  1757. 

Nicholas  Welch,  1756. 

George  Wheeler,  1759. 

Salmon  White,  1756. 

Consider  Williston,  substitute  Samuel  Alvord,  1756,  1758,  1759. 

Elihu  Williston,  substitute  Pliny  Pomeroy,  1758,  d. 

Aaron  Wright,  Lieut.  1758. 

Charles  Wright,  1756. 

Elihu  Wright,  Clerk  1755. 

Elkanah  Wright. 

Joseph  Wright,  1759. 

Noah  Wright,  1755-1757. 
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Timothy  Wright.  1755. 

Nathan  Yearns,  1758,  1759." 

John  Green,  servant  to  John  Pomeroy,  1759. 

John  Porter,  servant  to  Samuel  Clark,  1759. 

Thomas  Quinn,  servant  to  Selah  Wright,  1759. 

John  Cade,  servant  to  Simeon  Parsons,  1759. 

Last  four  uames  did  not  pass  muster. 


E. 


Page  820.  "Old  Homelot  on  Meeting-House  Hill.  Sanl  Alvord  sold 
this  to  Elisha  Alvord  and  removed  to  Bolton  about  1762  or  63.  The 
old  house  stood  N.  W.  of  the  old  well  (now  remaining)  and  had  a  small 
door  yard  before  it.  The  well  was  near  the  front  fence  and  southerly 
of  the  house — not  in  front  of  the  house.  The  front  door  of  the  house 
was  directly  opposite  the  front  or  end  door  of  the  porch  of  the  old 
meeting-house,  or  opposite  the  middle  of  the  steeple.  The  front  or 
south  fence  ran  from  the  corner  a  little  east  of  the  well  nearly  straight 
to  the  west  corner,  about  two  rods  from  Samuel  King's  fence.  This 
last  corner  was  where  the  cellar  of  Whitney's  (now  Savings  Bank 
building)  now  is.  The  line  of  this  fence  struck  King's  fence  a  little 
north  of  King's  well  (now  in  Whitney's  cellar)  [this  well  was  in  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  cellar]  and  King's  house  was  the  whole  of  it 
north  of  this  line.  King's  well  was  close  to  the  fence — could  draw  water 
and  stand  in  the  street — the  house  two  or  three  rods  N.  of  the  well. 
The  road  between  Samuel  King's  homelot  and  Saul  Alvord's  was  about 
2  rods  wide.  The  East  line  of  Saul  Alvord's  lot  went  down  near  the 
Elm  trees  [these  two  trees  stood  in  the  present  highway,  the  most 
southerly  of  them,  very  nearly  on  a  line  with  the  rear  of  the  First 
National  Bank  building],  perhaps  between  them.  The  north  end  of 
the  lot  was  somewhat  circular.  Saul  Alvord's  shop  was  on  the  East 
line,  and  a  few  rods  below  the  well.  The  barn  was  on  the  west  line,  or 
near  it,  not  at  the  comer  but  below  it,  there  was  a  garden  at  the  corner. 
The  barn  was  sold  to  Abner  Lyman,  about  40  feet  long.  The  house 
was  two  story,  had  two  front  rooms  and  a  kitchen  back,  the  roof  went 
down  to  one  story  on  the  back  side.  It  was  an  old  house  when  Elisha 
Alvord  lived  in  it.  was  taken  to  pieces  when  sold.  Elisha  Alvord  was 
an  infii'm  man,  was  a  clerk  in  Elisha  Pomeroy's  store,  and  after  Pom- 
eroy's  death  began  to  trade  in  Saul  Alvord's  shop.  In  1767  or  68  he  sold 
this  homestead  to  those  who  wanted  it  for  a  Court  House,  or  rather 
they  purchased  for  him  Elisha  Pomeroy's  place  (now  Eben  Hunt's) 
[from  and  including  Crafts  Avenue  and  all  the  land  east  of  it  to  South 
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St.]  of  Guernsey  and  exchanged  with  him.  He  traded  there  until  he 
failed." — From  an  interview  with  Eleazar  Alvord  by  Sylvester  Judd, 
about  1840,  in  Judd  MSS. 


y^iruMX, 


l'>U     CiruAt    fy-nx.**/ 


F. 


REVOLUTIONARY   SOLDIERS'   TERMS   OF   SERVICE. 


Pages  340-449.  1  refers  to  minute-men  ;  2,  to  Canada ;  3,  to  Ticon- 
deroga ;  4.  to  Bennington  ;  5,  to  New  London :  6,  to  Claverack  Tour ; 
7,  to  Saratoga. 

1775     1776     1777     1778     1779     1780    1781 


Adams, 
Alexanc 

David 
ier,  Daniel 

8m. 

Allen,  Daniel 

9m. 

Allen.  Elijah- 

39d. 

Allen,  Elisha'--' 

4m. 

3m. 

Allen,  Jonathan,'  Capt. 

3m. 

ly- 

3y. 

Allen.  Solomon' -^ 

15d. 

3m. 

7d. 

Alvord, 

DanieP 

8w. 

9m. 

Alvord. 

Ebenezer 

9m. 

Alvord, 

Eleazar^ 

6w. 

Alvord, 

Eliab'-^ 

3m. 

ly. 

Alvord, 

Elijah^ 

ly- 

3y. 

Alvord, 

Elisha^ 

3m. 

8d. 

Im. 

Alvord, 

JehieP 

7d. 

Alvord, 

John 

6m. 

6m. 


6m. 
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1776 

1777 

3m. 

ly. 

7d. 
7d. 

6m. 

3m, 

3m. 

39d. 
3y. 

8w. 

2w. 
7d. 

3m. 

3y. 

ly. 

3m. 

6w. 

ly. 

lOw. 
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1778     1779     1780     1781 
Alvord,  Jonathan^ 
Alvord,  Medad^ 
Alvord,  Perez- 

Alvord,  Phinehas''  6m.     3m.  6w. 

Alvord,  Samuel' 

Alvord.  Timothy-'  3y.  3m. 

Alvord,  Zebediah 

Angell,  Augustus,^  S.  H.  7d.      3m. 

Arvin,  Joseph' 

Babcock,  Benjamin  9m. 

Babcock,  Elias,  Corp. 
Baker,  Abner--* 
Baker.  Hollister' •■'•>*•' 
Baker,  John,  Capt. 

Baker,  Stephen-*-^  7^.  6w. 

Baker,  Thaddeus'  6w. 

Baldwin  Josiah,  W.  H.  3y. 

Ball.  Eusebius'-  6w.      3m.      3m. 

Ball,  Noah,  Serg't  6m. 

Barnard,  Abner,  Capt.  5m. 

Barnard,  Israel""  3m.  6w. 

Bartlett,  Benjamin 

Bartlett,  Cornelius  3y, 

Bartlett,  Elihii  3m.  4m. 

Bartlett,  Elijah,^-''  S.  H.  5w.  6w. 

Bartlett.  Jonathan''  2m. 

Bartlett,  Moses,^  S.  H.  7d.  3m. 

Bartlett,  Silas'  6w.     3m. 

Bartlett,  Simeon 

Bascom,  Elisha,  S.  H.  Lt. 

Bates,  Aaron,  S.  H.  3m.  3m. 

Bates,  Caleb  6m. 

Bates,  Lemuel, ■*•"  S.  H.  3m.  5w. 

Bellews,  Elihu'  3m.  3y. 

Bemis.  John  Im. 

Berry,  James  3y. 

Bevins.  John  Im. 

Bibbins,  John,'  Fifer  13d. 

Bisby,  John  3m. 

Black,  John' •■•  8m.  7m. 

Blackman,  John  3m. 

Blackman,  Samuel  9m. 

Bonner.  Isaac  6m. 

Brackett,  John  By. 

Breck,  Robert 

Breck,  Samuel'*  3m. 

Brewer,  Barzilai^  3m.     5m.     7d. 
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1775     1776    1777     1778     1779     1780     1781 
Brewer,  Bildad 

Briclgman,  Elisha^-"  6m.     3m.     8m. 

Bridgman,  Erastus''  9m.     6m.      3m. 


3y. 


Bridgman,  Noah* 

7d. 

Briggs,  Zadock* 

7d. 

Brooks,  Nathan,  S.  H. ,  in  service  6y. ,  4m 

Brown,  Elisha- 

3m. 

2m. 

Brown,  John'-" 

3m. 

11m. 

5w. 

Brown,  John,''  E.  H. 

3m. 

Brown,  Rufus 

Brown,  Silas 

3m. 

4w. 

Bruce,  Joseph 

3y. 

4m. 

Bugbee,  William,  S. 

H. 

3m. 

Bullard,  John' 

3m. 

2m. 

Biirk,  Justus 

3y. 

9m. 

6m. 

Burk,  Seth 

3m. 

Burns,  Patrick 

3y. 

ly. 

Burt,  David 

3m. 

3m. 

Burt,  Elkanah 

Burt,  Henry ■^•'* 

4m. 

Burt,  Joel,*  W.  H. 

3m. 

6m. 

Calder,  William^ 

3m. 

3y. 

ly- 

Caswell,  Joseph 

3y. 

Celley,  Levi 

6m. 

Chapman,  David, ^  E. 

H. 

6w. 

Chapman,  Willet* 

7d. 

Chillson,  Elihu 

3m. 

Chilson,  Joseph 

Choate,  William^ 

2m. 

Claflin,  Abner* 

7d. 

Clapp,  Aaron,-'  S.  H. 

7d. 

Clap,  AsaheP 

3m. 

7d. 

Clapp,  Asahel  Jr.,'-* 

Serg't 

3m. 

7d. 

Clap,  Azariah'--' 

26d. 

39d. 

Clapp,  Chester^** 

2m. 

Clapp,  Ebenezer 

Clapp,  Eliakim 

ly- 

3y. 

Clapp,  Eliphaz 

Clapp,  Elisha 

Im. 

Clapp,  Joel,-^  S.  H. 

7d. 

Clapp,  John,  S.  H. 

3y. 

6m. 

Clapp,  Jonathan 

Maj. 

resigned 

Clapp,  Joseph,"  Capt< 

.,  E.  H. 

Cont. 

4m. 

Clapp,  Levi,  S.  H. 

30d. 

6m. 

Clapp,  Noah'*'' 

2m. 

6w. 

3m. 

Clapp,  Oliver 

Im. 

Clap,  Paul'--^ 

3m. 

ly. 

3y. 

3y. 


3y. 
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1776 

1777 

1778 

1779 

1780    1781 

Clapp 

Perez,''-^  S.  H. 

35d. 

6w. 

3m. 

Clapp 

Quartus'' 

8m 

Clapp 

Roger.  S.  H. 

2m. 

Clapp 

Seth'> 

6w. 

Clapp 

Simeon, •'••'*•"  Capt. 

3m. 

3m. 

9m. 

ly. 

Clapp 

Simeon  Jr. 

6m. 

Clapp 

Solomon- 

ly- 

3y. 

Clapp 

Stephen,  S.  H. 

3m. 

Clapp 

S  apply 

Clapp 

Timothy.  S.  H. 

32d. 

9m. 

6m. 

Clark, 

A-buer,  S.  H. 

3m. 

8m. 

Clark, 

AsaheP 

3m. 

8d. 

Clark, 

Benjamin* 

7d. 

Clark. 

Daniel 

3y. 

Clark, 

David 

6m. 

Clark, 

Ebenezer-*  3'' 

7d. 

Clark, 

Eliakim' 

6w. 

8m. 

9m. 

6m. 

Clark, 

Elijah* 

Lt. 

7d. 

Clark, 

Enoch 

2m. 

Clark. 

Ephraphras 

Clark, 

Ezra* 

6d. 

Clark, 

Ezra  Jr.* 

7d. 

Clark, 

Gideon 

2m. 

Clark, 

Giles 

3m. 

Clark, 

Isaac"* 

3m. 

3m. 

6w. 

6m. 

Clark, 

Ithamar  Jr. '  •■'• 

26d. 

7d. 

6m. 

Clark, 

Job'-»-* 

9m. 

5m. 

2m. 

5m. 

Clark, 

Joel* 

7d. 

Clark, 

Jonas'-*-^ 

9m. 

Im. 

2m. 

6w. 

Clark, 

Jonathan  Jr.,'-  S.  H. 

ly- 

30d. 

Clark. 

Joseph 

3y. 

Clark, 

Josiah 

28d. 

Im. 

Clark, 

Justus' •*•' 

9m. 

5w. 

Clark, 

Lemuel" 

3m 

Clark, 

Lyman' ••-' 

3m. 

ly. 

Clark. 

Matthew 

2m. 

6m. 

Clark, 

Medad* 

3m. 

5w. 

Clark, 

Moses.' •■■•=•■  S.  H. 

3m. 

ly. 

30d. 

6w. 

Clark, 

Nathan' 

28d. 

Clark. 

Nathaniel* 

7d. 

Clark. 

Noah,  S.  H. 

8m. 

Clark. 

Obadiah 

Clark. 

Oliver* 

7w. 

Clark. 

Paul'" 

3m. 

lOw 

9m. 

6m. 

Clark. 

Perez'-* 

2m. 

3m. 

3m. 

Clark. 

Philip 

Capt. 

Clark, 

Phinehas 

3y. 
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1776 

1777 

1778 

1779 

1780 

3m. 
3m. 

ly. 
ly. 

ly. 

2m. 

3y. 

4w. 
7cl. 

9m. 

3m. 

3m. 

3m. 

26d. 

6w. 

Im. 

8w. 

9m. 

4m. 

3m. 
3m. 

39d. 

3m. 

3m. 

8m. 

3y. 

9m. 
3m. 
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1781 
Clark,  Richard' 

Clark.  Russell' ••^•'  3m.      ly.       3y,  3m. 

Clark.  Samuel,^  Capt. 
Clark.  Selah,-'  S.  H. 
Clark.  Seth 
Clark,  Silas 
Clark,  Solomon,^  Serg't 
Clark,  Solomon^ 
Clark,  Stephen' 
Clark,  Thomass-'-" 
Clark,  William 
Clark,  Zenas'--*"" 
Coats.  Elijah 
Coats,  Joseph' 
Coats,  Stephen-*  7d, 

Cole,  Barnabas  9m. 

Coleman,  Samuel,^-^-''  S.  H.  .5d.  3m. 

Cook,  Aaron 

Cooke,  AsaheP  Im.     2m.      6w.      6m. 

Cook,  Daniel  3m. 

Cook,  Elista^  7d. 

Cook,  Elisha  Jr.  6m. 

Cooke,  Joseph'  Capt. 

Cooke,  Justin^ ••> 
Cook.  Justus 
Cook,  Moses 

Cooke.  Noah'--^  3m.      ly. 

Cox,  Benjamin 

Craig,  Thomas^  2m. 

Crocker,  Daniel 
Curtiss.  Zacheriah,^  W.  H. 
Dada,  Timothy' -'^  3m. 

Dada,  William,^  S.  H.  ly. 

Dady,  Nathaniel,  S.  H.  3m.  38d. 

Damon,  Peter  6m. 

Dana,  Daniel,^  S.  H. 

Danks,  Asahel^  3m.     3m.     3m.     3ni.      3y. 

Danks,  Eli  3m. 

Danks,  Eliakim,  S.  H. 


30d. 

6w. 

9m. 

6m. 

3y. 

3y. 

6m. 

6w. 

3y. 

3m. 

3y. 

5m. 

ly- 

3y. 

6m. 

3y. 

3m. 

3m. 

3m. 

3m. 

3m. 

6w. 

3m. 

38d. 

6m. 

8d. 

8d. 

9m. 

30d. 

6m. 

Danks,  Ephraim  Jr.* 

Danks,  Samuel,  S.  H.  3m. 

Danks.  Zadock,  E.  H. 

Davis,  John,  S.  H.  3m. 

Davis,  William  9m.  3y. 

Day,  Nathan  3m. 

Day,  Nathaniel''  2m. 

Day.  Nathaniel  Jr.  2m.  3m.      3m. 


Day.  Simeon^ 
Dewej-,  David;--'-'  S.  H. 
Dewey,  Ezra 
Dewey,  Noah 
Dewey,  Samuel,  W.  H. 
Dewey,  Solomon •'•^•■' 
Dickinson.  Josiah,'  Serg't 
Dody,  Nathaniel,  S.  H. 
Dumphy,  Thomas 
Durkee..  Benjamin 
D wight.  Erastus 
Edwards,  B.  Alvord'---" 
Edwards,  Benjamin' 
Edwards,  Benjamin  Jr. 
Edwards,  Daniel 
Edwards.  Eli" 
Edwards,  Elisha^ 
Edwards,  Justin'*" 
Edwards,  Medad 
Edwards,  Nathaniel-* 
Edwards,  Nathaniel  Jr. 
Edwards,  Noah,--''  Serg't,  W. 
Edwards,  Oliver' •-' 
Edwards,  Samuel,  S.  H. 
Edwards,  Simeon' •"•'' 
Edwards,  Solomon-* 
Edwards,  Thaddeus' 
Edwards,  Timothy' •=*•■ 
Egleston,  Abner,  S.  H. 
Elliot.  Francis.  S.  H. 
Elliot,  John 
El  well,  Moses' ••' 
Erving.  Joseph' 
Fanning,  Cyrus' 
Farnum,  Elisha'^'  E.  H. 
Farnum  or  Farnham.  Jared' 
Farnum.  Josiah^ 
Farr.  Jessial 
Farr,  Salmon^ 
Fellows,  Parker,  S.  H. 
Ferry.  Solomon**' 
Fisher,  John-^-'' 
Fisher.  Jonathan 
Fowle,  Nathaniel^ 
Frary.  Obadiah,  S.  H. 
Freeman,  Josiah 
French.  Abiathar, ■••'•"  W.  H. 
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G2 

1775 

1776 

1777 
6w. 

1778 

1779 
6w. 

1780 
3m. 

m 

8m. 

ly- 

2m. 

Im. 
3m. 
lOw. 

9m. 
9m. 

9m. 
6w. 

ly. 

Gm. 

?'y. 

9m. 

:5m. 

3m. 

;^y. 

:^m. 

ly. 

2m. 

3m. 
6w. 

38d. 

Im. 

9m. 
6w. 

6m. 
3m. 

SGd. 

3m. 

Im. 


rd. 


H. 

2m. 

3m. 

3m. 

ly. 

:^y. 

3m. 

3m. 

9m. 

2m. 
7d. 

6w. 

26d. 

.5w. 

3m. 

:^y. 

3m. 

9m. 

6w. 

26d. 

7d. 

9m. 

ly. 

3m. 

Iw. 

3m. 

3m, 

3m. 

7d. 

3m. 

7d. 

3m 

Im. 

3m. 

3m. 

36d. 

7d. 
3m. 

3m. 

ly. 

ly. 

^y. 

6w. 

3m. 
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1776 

1777 

1778 

1779 

1780 

1781 

French,  Ebenezer,  W.  H. 

8m. 

French,  John 

9m. 

6m. 

8m. 

French,  Nathan,  W.  H. 

8m. 

8m. 

French,  Samuel,^  S.  H. 

Im. 

Frisbee,  Nathan,  S.  H. 

2m. 

9m. 

6m. 

yy. 

Frost,  Jonathan, !•'  W.  H. 

8w. 

8m. 

3y. 

Grains,  Ebenezer 

9m. 

Grardner,  Thomas 

yy. 

Gee.  Ebenezer,!  S.  H. 

8m. 

Quebec 

Gorham,  George,  S.  H. 

9m. 

3y. 

Gorham,  Jabez,  W.  H. 

3y. 

Graves,  David- 

ly. 

80d. 

Guilford,  Simeon 

^y. 

6m. 

8m. 

Guilford,  Timothy'' 

8m. 

6w. 

Gun,  George 

8m. 

3y. 

Hall,  Benajah,  S.  H. 

8m. 

3y. 

Hall,  John,  S.  H. 

5d. 

3y. 

Hannum,  Asahel.  S.  H. 

7d. 

7d. 

Hannum,  Bennoni,  S.  H. 

6m. 

Hannum,  Joel 

8m. 

Hannum,  Seth,  S.  H. 

3m. 

88d. 

6w. 

Hannum,  Timothy,'  S.  H. 

8m. 

Haze,  Pliny,  S.  H. 

8m. 

Hendrick,  Israel 

3m. 

8m. 

Hendrick,  Hoses'* 

8m. 

4m. 

Hendricks,  James^ 

2m. 

Hill,  Primus 

8m. 

6m. 

17d. 

6m. 

Hinds,  Phinehas,  S.  H. 

6m. 

Hodeley,  Philemon,  y.  H. 

8m. 

Holliday,  Jonah,  S.  H. 

8m. 

Holmes,  Benjamin-' 

6w. 

Homes,  Benjamin'' 

3m. 

Hooker,  Seth' 

2m. 

Howard,  Benjamin,  W.  H. 

Iw. 

9m. 

6m. 

Howard,  Noah^ 

5w. 

Hubbard,  Stephen^ 

7d. 

Hudson,  Zenas 

6m. 

Hulberd,  Stephen'' 

Iw. 

7d. 

Hulbert,  Seth 

3m. 

Hunt,  Ebenezer 

Hunt,  Elijah 

Capt. 

Hunt,  Jared 

89d. 

8ni. 

Hunt,  John 

lOw. 

Hunt,  Jonathan 

Hunt,  Samuel 

80d. 

9m. 

8m. 

Hunt,  Seth,'-'-*  Lieut. 

2m. 

ly. 

Im. 

Capt. 

Hutchens,  Joseph 

2w. 
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Hiatchins,  Hezekiah' 

Janes,  Elisha 

Janes,  Jonathan 

Janes,  Obadiah 

Janes,  Samuel 

Janes,  Samnel  Jr. 

Jones,  Giles 

Jones,  William 

Judd,  Asahel 

Judd,  Samuel 

Judd,  Samuel  Jr. 

Judd,  Simeon'*^ 

Judd,  William 

Keeling,  Robert 

Kellogg,  Chester' 

Kellogg,  Eli 

Kellogg,  Levi^-* 

Kelly,  Hugh 

Kelton,  John' 

Kendrick,  James 

Kenfield,  Nathan 

Kentfield,  Dan. 

Kentfield,  Dan.  Jr. 

Kentfield,  Gad 

Kentfield,  Naphtali,^  E.  H. 

Kentfield,  Noah' 

King.  Elihu^ 

King,  John 

King,  Medad 

King.  Phinehas,  S.  H. 

King,  Samuel,^  Ens. 

King,  Samuel  Jr. 

King,  Silas 

King,  Thaddeus^ 

King.  Titus 

Kiugsley,  Enos 

Kingsley,  Haines 

Kingsley,  Moses 

Kinney.  John.  S.  H. 

Lane,  Abraham,  S.  H. 

Langford.  George' •^••'•*' 

Langton,  George 

Legg,  John' •-'••' 

Lewis,  Cato 

Lomer,  Charles.  S.  H. 

Lucas.  Amaziah,  S.  H, 

Lucas,  Asa 


9m. 


9m. 


9m. 


9m. 


26d. 


26d. 


3y. 
ly. 

5w. 

30d. 
6m. 

3y. 
3y. 

5m.      5m. 


8m. 


Lt. 


7d. 
36d. 

7d. 


6w. 
6m. 


ly- 


6m. 


6m. 


6w. 

3m. 

6m. 

2m. 

Im. 

7d. 

Im. 

3y. 

3m. 

8m. 

3m. 

3m. 

9m.      ly.       80d.     9m.     9m.     6m. 

3y. 


3y. 


3y. 

3y. 

ly- 

3y. 

6m. 

8m. 

3m. 

9m. 

3y. 

6m. 

3m, 

9m. 

3m. 

6m. 

6m. 

3y. 
3y- 

9m. 

6m. 

3y. 

3m, 

10m. 

6m. 

3y. 

6m. 

6w. 

9m. 

6w.      3m. 


3y. 

3m. 


9m. 
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Lucas.  Asahel 

Luddington,  Daniel.''-  S.  H. 

Lyman,  Abner,''"-  Serg't 

Lyman,  Benjamin,  S.  H. 

Lyman,  Cornelivis* 

Lyman.  David 

Lyman,  Elias 

Lyman.  Elias  Jr. 

Lyman,  Elijah 

Lyman,  Elisha 

Lyman,  Joel 

Lyman,  John 

Lyman,  Jonathan 

Lyman.  Joseph,  Capt. 

Lyman.  Lemiiel 

Lyman,  Lnke'*^ 

Lyman,  Oliver,'-*  Lieut. 

Lyman,  Seth''- 

Lyman,  Seth  Jr.'' 

Lyman,  Thomas' •*' 

McDonnelor  Donald,  Michael 

McMasters,  Daniel 

Majory,  John,  S.  H. 

Marshall,  Ethan 

Marshall,  Huram 

Masters,  Daniel,''  E.  H. 

Mather,  Elisha 

Mather,  Timothy 

Matterson.  John 

Mayher.  Isaac 

Meacham.  John 

Meriam,  Hezekiah,^  W.  H 

Miller,  Jacob 

Miller,  John 

Miller.  Roger.'  S.  H. 

Miller,  Zebadiah,-'  S.  H. 

Morgan.  Judah 

Morse,  Thomas.  W.  H. 

Murrey,  Matthev? 

Nutting,  John 

Nntting,  Saul 

Osborn,  Jacob 

Otis,  Jonathan,  S.  H. 

Page.  Jonathan,  S.  H. 

Pardee,  Aaron^ 

Parks,  Asa'' 

Parsons,  Asahel 
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1775 

1776 

1777 

1778 
9m. 

1779     1781 

3m. 

ly- 

9m. 

ly. 

Lt. 
Lt. 

Lt. 

5m. 

30d. 
30d. 
5\v. 
8d. 

6w. 
9d. 

3w. 

Lt. 

2w. 
Im. 

Lt. 

3m, 
3m, 

9m. 

5w. 

9m. 

4m. 

4m. 

3m. 

ly. 

2m. 

^y. 

9m. 

4m. 

5m. 

5w. 

l'9m. 

ly. 

3y. 

ly. 

1781 


3m. 


3m. 


3y. 
3y. 


3m.     7d. 


30d. 

3y. 
3y. 

5m. 
om. 
2m. 

ly.       30d.     3m. 
2m. 
3m. 


10m.   6m. 


6m. 

9m.     3m. 
9m. 


3m. 
3m. 

3y. 
3y. 


9m. 
9w. 


5w. 
7d. 
7d. 
6d. 
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■D  .  ^'^^^     l*^"^^     l'?77     1778     1779     I7sn     i7fii 

Parsons,  Azariah  ...,-,  ^'^"    i^^l 


Parsons,  Bela 


;^0<^-  3m. 


Parsons,  Elisha  q^ 

Parsons,  Ephraim 

Parsons,  Isaac  k,         ™' 

Parsons,  Israel*  o 

Parsons,  Jacob 

Parsons,  JoeP 

Parsons,  John^  Jr.  T^' 


2m. 
28d. 


Parsons,  Jonathan  gSd.     .ou 

Parsons,  Joseph-  j„ 

Parsons,  Joseph'  Jr.  9m.         *      g 

Parsons,  Josiah 

Parsons,  Medad  served  3y. 

i'arsons,  Moses 

Parsons,  Nathaniel  ^™- 

Parsons,  Noah'  Qj^ 


5w. 


Parsons,  Oliver^  '     o-„  ' 

Parsons,  Phinehas  "^^     '^^     .  ^^-     ^^■ 

Parsons,  SamueP  3^        ™' 

Parsons,  Simeon-*  J^' 

Parsons.  Seth-*  „ 

Parsons,  Sylvanus  ^-  ^^-      ^^• 

Parsons,  Timothy*  „},' 

Parsons,  Warham  9  '  ^y- 

Patis.  Jonathan,  S.  H.  Sm.  ^    "  . 

Pechard,  Israel,  S.  H. 

Peter,  Prince  ^y- 

Phelps,  Cad  well  ^y- 

Phelps.  Ebenezer  «,  ^™- 

Phelps,  Elijah  ' 

Phelps,  Eliphalet^  t^'     ^         ^^-     ^^• 

Phelps.  Enoch—  9m.  3m 

Phelps.  Israel,  S.  H.  3m.  ' 

Phelps,  Jacob  '^y- 

Phelps,  John  ■  ^^• 

Phelps.  Jonathan^  ^^  ^y- 

Phelps.  Joseph  „ 

Phelps,  Josiah  ^" 

Phelps,  Martin  o 

Phelps.  Nathaniel.  Jr.  9m.  7^"     Z' 

Phelps,  Samuel'  9^. 

Phelps,  Seward'' 

Phelps.  Spencer'-^  9m. 

Phelps,  Timothy  '     q^^ 

Philips,  Caldwell 

Pierce.  Christopher  ^^• 

4  0  6m. 


W.  ow. 

6w. 
5w. 

8d. 


1776 

1777 

1778 

1779 

3m. 

3m. 

6w. 

3m. 

2m. 

2m. 

3m. 

4m. 

5w. 

2m. 

9m. 

7d. 

9m. 

Im. 

30d. 

7d. 

9m. 

5d. 

2m. 

2m. 

5w. 

6w. 

ly. 

3y. 

ly. 

5w. 

3y. 

5w. 

9m. 

3y. 

Lt. 

ly. 

3y. 
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1775    1776     1777     1778     1779     1780    1781 
Pomeroy,  Abner,'  Capt.,  S.  H.  3m. 
Pomeroy,  Asahel,'  Lieut.  9m. 

Pomeroy,  Benjamin 
Pomeroy,  Caleb 
Pomeroy,  Daniel,  Capt. 
Pomeroy,  Ebenezer,^  S.  H. 

Pomeroy,  Enos,^'^  S.  H.  2m.  9m.      6m. 

Pomeroy,  Gad,  S.  H.  6m.     3m. 

Pomeroy,  Gains'* 

Pomeroy,  Gersham,'  S.  H.        8m. 

Pomeroy,  Heman,  S.  H.  7d.      9m.  6m. 

Pomeroy,  Ira,  S.  H.  5d.  3m. 

Pomeroy,  Isaac  2m.  3m. 

Pomeroy,  Jacob, '••*  S.  H.  9m.     2m.     5w.  6w.  3m. 

Pomeroy,  John 

Pomeroy,  Jonathan' •'-•■*  9m. 

Pomeroy,  Jonathan-* 
Pomeroy,  Joseph,^  S.  H. 
Pomeroy,  Josiah 
Pomeroy,  Lemuel' 

Pomeroy,  Luther'*^  9m.      ly.       3y.  3y. 

Pomeroy,  Oliver,  S.  H.  9m.     6m. 

Pomeroy,  Phebus  3y. 

Pomeroy,  Pliny' -^  9m.  3y.  3m. 

Pomeroy,  Quartus 

Pomeroy,  Simeon'-*  9m.  2m.     4d.       8m. 

Pomeroy,  Solomon,  S.  H.  5w. 

Pomeroy,  Timothy^  3m. 

Pomeroy,  William 

Pond,  John  9m. 

Porter,  AbeP  8m.  7d. 

Porter,  Ezekiel^*"  3m.  9m.      3m.      6m. 

Porter,  Dr.  Hezekiah*  7d.       Im. 

Post,  Levi  3m.  6w. 

Powers,  Avery*  7d. 

Pratt,  DanieP  3m.  2m.  9m.     6m. 

Proser.  Thomas,  S.  H.  3y. 

Pumpilly,  Bennet  6m. 

Ramsdel,  Kimbel,  S.  H.  3y. 

Rathbun,  Josiah,  S.  H.  3y. 

Richardson,  Humphrey'"'^  9m. 

Riley,  John 
Rissney,  Asahel,  S.  H. 
Rogers,  Jonathan 
Root,  Ebenezer 

Root,  Eleazar'-"  8d. 

Root,  Eleazar'^  Jr. 


ly- 

3y. 

3m. 

5m. 

9m. 
9m. 

9m. 

4m. 

3m. 

6m. 

5m 

9m. 

5w, 

6m. 

3y. 
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1775 

1776 

1777 

1778 

1779 

1780 

1781 

Root,  Ellas'  •* 

9m. 

Im. 

6w. 

Root,  Elihu,'--  Corp. 

9m. 

ly- 

:3y. 

Root.  Joseph 

Root,  Simeon 

39d. 

3m. 

9m. 

6m. 

Root,  Timothy 

3y. 

Roth,  Joseph,  S.  H. 

3m. 

Russell,  Daniel 

6m. 

Rnssell,  Hezekiah,^  Lieut. 

7d. 

Rust,  Daniel' 

9m. 

6m. 

Rust,  Eb^nezer,  S.  H. 

3m. 

Rust,  Elijah 

Im. 

Rust,  IsraeP  Jr. 

7d. 

Rust,  Lemuel,'  S.  H. 

3m. 

30d. 

Sage,  Simeon 

3y. 

Sampson,  Daniel' 

3m. 

Sanford,  Ephraim 

8m. 

Searl,  Aaron,  S.  H. 

6m. 

Searls,  Bildad,  S.  H. 

3m. 

Searls,  Darius,  S.  H. 

6m. 

6m. 

Searl,  Elisha 

Searles,  Nathaniel,  S.  H. 

5w. 

3m. 

Searles,  Simeon,  S.  H. 

3m. 

Shaw,  Stephen 

3m. 

Sheldon,  Abner,  S.  H. 

9m. 

Sheldon,  Caleb 

3m. 

Sheldon,  Ebenezer,  Capt.,  S. 

H. 

5w. 

3m. 

Sheldon,  Elias 

Sheldon,  Joseph 

Sheldon,  Josiah 

5w. 

Sheldon,  Pliny,  S.  H. 

3m. 

30d. 

Sheldon,  Simeon,  S.  H. 

3y. 

Shephard,  James,' "^  Lieut. 

9m. 

6w. 

Smith,  Edward 

6m. 

Smith,  Jared 

•Sm. 

Smith,  Jedediah' 

3m. 

Smith,  John' 

7d. 

Smith,  Simeon 

3y. 

Smith,  Thomas^ 

6w. 

3m. 

Smith,  William 

3m. 

3m. 

South  wick,  Benjamin 

28d. 

Sprague,  Oliver-' 

3m. 

9m. 

Squire,  Ephraim,  S.  H. 

3m. 

Squires,  Noble 

8m, 

Starr,  Thomas-* 

7d. 

Stearns,  Ebenezer,  W.  H. 

•2m. 

3m. 

Stearns,  Jonathan,'-'  Serg't 

3m. 

Capt. 

6w. 

Stoddard,  Solomon 
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1775 

1776 

1777 

1778 

1779 

1780 

Strong 

Aaron,  S.  H. 

3m. 

5w. 

Strong 

Amasa'* 

5w. 

Strong 

Asahel,  S.  H. 

3m. 

5w. 

Strong 

Bela3-4 

3m. 

2m. 

3m. 

Strong 

Benajah 

3m. 

Strong 

Benjamin 

7d. 

Strong 

Caleb 

Strong 

DanieP-'-' 

9m. 

ly. 

Strong 

David^-s 

Im.. 

6w. 

3m. 

Strong 

Ebenezer,  Capt. 

7d. 

Strong 

Eleazar,'--*  Serg't 

3m. 

ly. 

3m. 

3m. 

Strong 

Elijah 

5w. 

Strong 

Eliphaz 

39d. 

Strong 

Ithamar*^ 

3m. 

Im. 

9m. 

6m. 

Strong 

Ithamar' •'-'■''  Jr. 

3m. 

ly. 

3m. 

9m. 

5w. 

6m. 

Strong 

Jerijah 

Strong 

Joel 

Strong 

,  John 

3m. 

2m. 

6w. 

Strong 

John,  Drum.,  W.  H. 

26d. 

3w. 

3m. 

Strong 

Jonathan,  Ens. 

7d. 

Strong 

Jonathan  Jr. 

Iw. 

Im. 

Strong 

Joseph 

Strong 

Levi 

Strong 

,  Medad-* 

Im. 

Strong 

Nathan' •-•^•'^ 

3m. 

ly. 

3m. 

9m. 

3m. 

3m. 

Strong 

Noah 

.Sm. 

3m. 

Strong 

Roswell,  S.  H. 

9m. 

6m. 

Strong 

Simeon  Jr. 

6m. 

Strong 

Solomon,'  S.  H. 

30d. 

8d. 

Strong 

Theron 

9m. 

Strong 

Timothy' 

26d. 

5w. 

3m. 

Strong 

Titus' 

3y. 

Tappari 

,  Benjamin 

28d. 

Tappar 

,  SamueP-* 

2m. 

Taylor 

James'  •- 

3m. 

ly. 

3y. 

Taylor 

Reuben 

3y. 

Thayer 

,  Ahaz,  W.  H. 

6w. 

3m. 

Thayer 

,  Asa 

3m. 

7d. 

Thayer 

,  Elias'-'-^ 

3m. 

ly. 

Thomp 

son.  James 

Thrall, 

files' 

3m. 

3y. 

Tilson, 

James, 

6m, 

Tollma 

n,  Ebenezer 

3y. 

Trumb 

e,  John 

8iu. 

Turner 

,  Adam 

6m. 

Turner 

,  David 

3m. 

Tyrrell 

,  Arad 

2m. 

3m. 


3m. 


3y. 
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1775 

1776 

1777 

Vaughn,  John 

3y. 

Vinton,  Nathaniel 

3y. 

Wait,  Abijah^ 

7d. 

Waite,  Augustus 

Wait,  Josiah^ 

7d. 

Wales,  James 

Wales,  Jonathan,  Capt. 

3m. 

.5w. 

Wales,  Jonathan  Jr.,»  W.  H. 

5w. 

Wales,  Samuel 

3m. 

Warner  Daniel 

Warner,  Joseph 

7d. 

Warner,  Joseph,  Jr. 

Capt. 

Warner,  Mark 

Warner,  Silas,'-  W,  H. 

ly. 

Warner,  Warham''^ 

18d. 

3m. 

Welch,  John 

3y. 

Welch,  Sampson' 

Wells.  John.  S.  H. 

Welsh,  William-* 

3y. 

Wheaton,  Ephraim 

Wheeler  Samuel 

Whitby  James 

Wier,  John^ 

2m. 

Wilder,  Peter 

Williams.  Roswell,  S.  H. 

Willys,  William' 

3m. 

Winter.  Daniel,  S.  H. 

Wood,  Daniel,  S.  H. 

Wood,  David,'^  S.  H. 

ly. 

Wood,  Ezekiel,  S.  H. 

3m. 

Woodward,  John,  S.  H. 

Woodward,  Oliver' 

Wright,  Aaron 

' 

Wright,  Aaron  Jr. 

Wright,  Asa 

2m 

Wright,  Asahel'-" 

4m. 

.5m. 

2m. 

Wright,  Augustus 

Wright,  Bildad 

3y. 

Wright,  Charles,  S.  H. 

Wright,  DanieP 

7d. 

Wright,  Ebenezer 

Wright,  Eleazar 

Wright,  Elihu 

3y. 

Wright,  Elijah,*  Serg't,  E.  H.  3m. 

5d. 

Wright,  Eliphaz,'---'  Serg't 

3m. 

ly. 

Wright,  Elnathan 

Wright,  Ephraim 

2w. 

4d. 

Wright,  JoeP 

2m 
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1778     1779     1780     1781 

9m. 

.3m. 
8m.     6m.     6m. 

3m.     9m.     6m. 

3m. 


3m. 


10m. 

3m. 
3m. 

6m. 
3m. 

3y. 

3y. 
3y. 
3y. 

9m. 
9m. 

3m. 
6m. 

3y. 

9m. 


3y. 


Lt. 

3m. 

9m.  3m. 

3y. 

3m. 
9m. 


5w. 
4m.     6w. 
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Wright, 
Wright, 
Wright, 
Wright, 
Wright, 
Wright, 
Wright, 
Wright, 
Wright, 
Wright, 
.  Wright, 


John 

Moses 

Nathaniel"* 

Oliver 

Phinehas* 

Reuben^'* 

Selah 

Seth 

Solomon 

Stephen,  S.  H. 

Timothy 


1775    1776    1777    1778    1779    1780    1781 


Im.     7d. 

3m.     6w.     3m. 
Col.     3m. 

5w.      Iw.     6m. 

4m.     9m. 


6m. 


3m. 


G. 


EPHRAIM  WRIGHT'S   EXPENSES   TO   BOSTON. 


Page  427.     1780.     "  The  Town  of  Northampton  to  Ephraim  Wright, 
Dr.,  for  his  expenses  to  from  &  at  Convention  in  Boston  Jany,  7,  1780. 

Lodgeings,  Horse  Keeping  Supper  &  Breckfast  at  Belcher  5.  2.0 

Horse  Baiting  &c  at  ware              .            .            .  .0.18.0 

Dinner  &c  at  Chadwicks           ....  2.02.0 

.  Expences  at  Brookfield  from  thursday  till  tuesday  .     36.  3.0 

Lodgeing  at  Dunbars  &c           .            .            .            .  6.10.0 

Expences  at  Worcester       .            .            .            .  .      8.  8.0 

Horse  Baiting  at  Shrusbury     .            .            .            .  0.12. 

Dinner  &c  at  Northbury    .            .            .            ,  .2.14.0 

Lodgeing  at  Sudbury     .            .            .            .            .  8.  4.0 

Shaving          .            .            .            ...            .  .       0.12.0 

Horse  Keeping  at  Boston,         .  .  .  .60.  0.0 

To  Sending  my  to  charlestown      .            .            .  .1.  4.0 

to  Horse  Keeping  at  Do  7  Nights       .            .            .  23.  2.0 
Shaving  in  Boston  three  times      ....      1.16.0 

Horse  Baiteng  &c  at  Cambridge          .            .            .  1.10. 

P'i  Mr  Ray  for  my  Board  Eight  Days      .            .  .34.  6. 

Shaving  at  Watertown              .            .            .            .  0.12.0 

Lodgeing  at  Westown  &c  .....      6.12.0 

atSudbiTry 0.18.0 

Breakfast  &  Baiting  at  hows         .            .            .  .3. 

Dinner  &c  at  Shrewsbury         •            .            .            .  2.  2.0 

Lodgeing  at  Worcester       .            .            .            .  .4.16. 

Baiteng  at  Spencer         .....  0.18.0 

Dinner  at  Brookfield  &c      .            .            .            .  .       2.  8.0 

Lodgeing  &c  at  Chadwicks       .            .            .            .  6.  0.0 

Bating  at  Ware        .            .            .            .            .  .0.12.0 

Dinner  &c  at  Belcher    .            .            .            .            .  2.  8.0 


to  Horse  hire  to  Boston  100  miles  at  4s.  per  mile 
To  his  att<^^  &c  at  Convention  51  days  @  48s. 


£169.  9.0 
20. 
122.  8. 

£311.17." 
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CAPTAIN  Allen's  mob  roll,  may  and  june,  1782. 

Page  463.     A  list  of  the  men  that  volintarily  turned  out  to  support 
government  Against  the  insurgents  who  endeavored  to  overturn  it :  — 


Solomon  Allen,  Capt., 
Solomon  Clark,  Lt., 
Thomas  Starr,  Lt., 
Eleazar  Wright,  Clerk, 
Samuel  phelps,  Serg't, 
Paul  Clark.  Serg't, 
Medad  Clark,  Serg't, 
Elijah  Allen,  Cor', 
Simeon  Pomroy,  Cor', 
Elihu  Wright,  Cor', 
Jared  Hunt,  Cor', 
Gains  Pomroy,  Dram., 
Elisha  Allen, 
Thaddeus  Baker, 
Justus  Clark, 
Abner  Clark, 
Will  Clark  Jun% 
Elijah  Clark  Jr., 
Rusell  Clark, 
Samuel  King  Jr., 
Elihu  King, 
Samuel  Lyman, 
Enoch  Phelps, 
M'-  Benj  Clark, 
Ebne"  Pheljis, 
Moses  Wright, 
Wenford  Helmer, 
M"^  John  King, 


Elijah  Bartlit, 
Reuben  Wright, 
Seth  Wright, 
Thaddeu  King, 
Meddad  King, 
Joel  Burt, 
David  Turner, 
Cadvsrell  Phelps, 
Ebenezer  Rust, 
Shubael  Wilder, 
Wm.  Liffingwell, 
Samuel  Wales, 
William  Gun, 
Elisha  Cook  Jr., 
Asahel  Cook, 
Daniel  Cook, 
Warham  Cook, 
M^  Elisha  Cook, 
Moses  Bartlet, 
Silas  Hemingway, 
Elisha  Burt, 
Elijah  Taller, 
Benj  Clark  Jr. , 
Joseph  Hunt  Brick, 
Seth  Persons, 
Israel  Clapp, 
Eleaz''  Alverd. 


CAPT.    SOLOMON  ALLEN'S  PAY-ROLL,    SEPT.,    1786. 


Page  474.  A  Pay  Roll  of  the  Officers  and  Men  belonging  to  the  1-'' 
Comp.  2''  Reg'  of  the  County  of  Hampshire,  commanded  by  Capt.  Solo. 
Allen,  who  voluntarily  turned  out  in  Sept.  1786,  to  support  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  then  holden  at  Springfield :  — 


Capt"  Sol'  Allen, 
L'  Tho*  Starrs, 
L'  Sol"  Clark, 
Serj'  Ja'  Wales, 


Serjt  w«>  Welch, 
Serj'  Eb"  Phelps, 
Serj'  Cor"  Lyman, 
Cor.  W"'  Clark, 
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Cor.  Reub.  Wright, 
Cor.  Enoch  Phelps, 
Cor  Hen.  Porter, 
Drum'^  G.  Pomeroy, 
Fif''  R.  Heminway, 
Sam«'  Lyman, 
Elihu  King, 
Ralph  Pomeroy, 
Maurice  Dwight, 
Benj''  Clark, 
Elisha  Burt. 
Elisha  Baker, 
Seth  Parsons, 
Jared  Clark, 
Jo.  H.  Breck, 
Nath*  Welch, 
Dan'^'  Parsons, 
Moses  Parsons, 
David  Cowen, 
Eben"'  Phelps  Jr., 
Ezra  Moody, 
Tim"  Root, 
Ariah  Coots, 


Luther  Clark, 
Justus  Clark, 
Gains  Burt, 
Sam^'  King, 
George  Hunt, 
Elijah  Clark, 
Tim"  Jewet, 
Seward  Phelps. 
Joel  Burt. 
Tho"  Bridgman 
Jn"  Breck, 
S.  Hemingway, 
Jo.  Phelps. 
Sam«'  Breck, 
Jn"  Kelton, 
Levi  Lyman, 
Seth  Hulburt. 
Israel  Bridgman, 
Dan"'  Warner. 
Eleaz''  Wright, 
W'"  PolneroJ^ 
Sim.  Pomeroy, 
Aaron  Wales. 


CAPT.    RUSSELL'S   PAY-ROLL,    JAN.,    1787. 


Page  503.  A  Pay  Roll  of  the  Officers  and  Men  belonging  to  the  2'^ 
Companys  Reg',  County  of  Hampshire,  commanded  by  Capt.  Hez.  Rus- 
sell, who  marched  from  Northampton  to  Springfield  in  Jan.  last  by 
order  of  Maj'  Gen"  Shephard,  to  defend  the  Arsenal :  — 


Capt.  Hez.  Russell, 
L*  Jonas  Clark, 
U  Tho"  Starr, 
Ens.  Hez.  Hutchins, 
Ben.  A.  Edwards,  Clerk, 
Shub.  Wilder,  SergS 
Seth  Parsons,  Serg', 
Eli  Edwards,  Serg', 
Sam.  Breck.  Serg', 
Reub.  Wright,  Corp., 
Joel  Burt,  Corp., 
Will.  Clark,  Corp., 
Jno.  Danielson,  Corp., 
Hez.  Russelle  Jr.,  Fifer, 
Elijah  Sprague,  Drumer, 


Dan"'  Strong, 
Noah  Clapp, 
Jno.  Breck  Treat. 
Sam"'  Stiles, 
Tho^  Clarke, 
Vester  Edwards. 
Benj-\  Clark, 
Edward  Burt, 
Seward  Phelps, 
Asahel  Wright, 
Luke  Day, 
Will.  Sheldon, 
Israel  Bridgman, 
Tho"  Hamilton, 
Perez  Wright, 
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Daniel  Phelps, 
O.  Pomeroy, 
John  Breck, 
Tim"  Root, 
Phin'  Bartlet, 
W™  Bolter, 
The"  Bridgman, 
Eben''  Brown, 
Jn"  Hughes, 
Ezi'a  Moody, 
David  Wheaton, 
Justin  Parsons, 
Asa  Wright, 
George  Hunt, 
Sol"  Bartlet, 
Jona.  Parsons, 
Eli  Clark, 
Luther  Clark, 
Elisha  Baker, 
Ariah  Coots, 
Jared  Clark, 
Joseph  King, 


Clark  Bridgman, 
Elisha  Nash, 
Darius  Clark, 
Patrick  Welsh. 
Darius  Grant. 
Eben^  Phelps, 
Noah  Moody, 
Moses  Parsons, 
Darius  Loonier. 
Aaron  Wales, 
Dan  Kentfield. 
Henry  Phelps, 
Silas  Hemingway, 
Elijah  Taylor, 
Moses  Tyler, 
Israel  Wright, 
Fred  Loomer, 
Henry  Porter, 
Erastus  Lyman, 
Thad.  Pomeroy, 
Sam.  Mather. 


INDEX 


ABBOT. 

Abbot,  Samuel,  wounded,  160. 

Abenaki  Indians,  disputed  claims 
of  the  English,  16 :  encour- 
aged to  resist  Idj  French  in 
Canada,  ib.  ;  reinforced,  17  ; 
refuse  terms  of  peace,  24;  their 
town  burned  and  many  slain, 
27. 

Abercrombie,  Gen,  James,  287  ; 
commander-in-chief,  294 ;  re- 
pulsed at  Ticonderoga,  295. 

Abercrombie,  Rev.  Robert,  mem- 
ber of  council,  222,  223,  vote 
223. 

Academy  of  Music,  mentioned,  402. 

Acadia,  comes  into  possession  of 
England,  16  ;  English  settling 
in,  243  ;  deportation  of  inhab- 
itants of,  286,  and  note. 

Adams,  David,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 616. 

Adams,  John,  signature,  369 ; 
friend  of  Major  Hawley,  539  ; 
bis  advice  sought,  ib.\  and 
note  ;  member  of  Continental 
Congress,  540  ;  received  letter 
from  Hawley,  540,  541  ;  re- 
ferred to,  544  ;  works  of  cited, 
534  ;  quoted,  539,  note  2,  542, 
note. 

Adams,  John  Jr.,  indicted  for  pro- 
fane swearing,  174,  note. 

Adams,  Samuel,  signature,  369; 
member  of  investigating  com- 
mittee, 465 ;  answers  Gov. 
Hutchinson,  539,  and  note  2  ; 
referred  to,  325,  538  ;  Life  of, 
quoted,  602. 

Adams,  Fort  in,  105. 

Aix  la  Chapelle,  peace  signed  at, 
163,  243. 

Albany,  notifies  frontier  towns  of 
Indians'  approach,  18 ;  Capt. 
Kellogg  sent  to,  for  scouts,  21  ; 
conference  with  Five  Nations 


ALEXANDER. 

at,  24,  168,  169,  170,  173;  ex- 
press   messengers    from,    25 : 
troops  start  for,  149  ;  soldiers 
sent  to,  for  supplies,  153  ;  con- 
ference at,   243 ;    rendezvous 
for  Crown  Point  expedition 
251,    252.    253,    254,    255,    260 
Col.   Williams  at.   283,   note 
Gen.   Pomeroy  sick    at,   285 
headquarters   of  ^  Gen.    Aber- 
crombie at,   287,'  296  ;  troops 
sent  to,  291,  292,  387  ;  contri- 
butions   forwarded    to,    412 ; 
soldiers  stationed  at,  413,  424  ; 
jail    filled    with    tories,    448 ; 
stage  line  to,  556  ;  mentioned, 
171,  261,  262,  264,  268,  270,  275, 
276,  277,  384,  400,  547. 

Alexander,  Abner,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Alexander,  Daniel,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  189  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  616. 

Alexander,  Capt.  Ebenezer,  at 
Louisburg,  118,  note. 

Alexander,  John,  heirs  receive 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
188. 

Alexander,  John,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 145  ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Alexander,  Miles,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Alexander,  Nathaniel,  receives  pay 
for  losses  in  the  army,  29  ;  in 
Father  Rale's  War,  605. 

Alexander,  Samuel,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  188. 

Alexander,  Thankful,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant. 
190. 

Alexander,  Capt.  Thomas,  com- 
mand of  regiment  for  Quebec, 
380,  382  ;  journal  of,  380. 
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ALEXANDER. 

Alexander.  Thomas,  drowned,  29  ; 
in  Father  Rale's  War,  605. 

Alexandrianns.  Clemens,  referred 
to,  75,  note  1. 

Allen,  Caleb,  escaped  at  Bars 
Fight,  149. 

Allen,  Daniel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 616. 

Allen,  Elijah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 616  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631. 

Allen,  Elislia,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 616  :  in  Elv  Insurrection, 
631. 

Allen,  Ethan,  in  command,  365; 
proposes  capture  of  Canada, 376 

Allen,  Experience,  608. 

Allen,  Jonathan,  committee  to 
build  jail.  336  ;  Committee  of 
Inspection.  353  ;  captain.  356, 
359,  362,  377:  with  Washing- 
ton's army,  379  ;  in  Continen- 
tal army.  399  ;  on  deer  hunt, 
439 ;  accidentally  shot,  ih.  ; 
sketch  of,  440  ;  married  Sarah 
Miller,  ih.  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 616. 

Allen,  Joseph,  referred  to.  29. 

Allen,  Serg't  Joseph,  referred  to, 
107  ;  in  Seven  Years'  War,  610. 

Allen,  Joseph,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  188:  friend 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  234.  608  :  re- 
ferred to.  545. 

Allen,  Nathan,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Allen.  Nathaniel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Allen,  Noah,  drowned,  29  ;  Father 
Rale's  War.  605. 

Allen,  Noah,  in  Louislmrg  expe- 
dition, 146. 

Allen,  Samuel,  carried  to  Canada, 
149  :  exchanged,  156. 

Allen,  Dea.  Samuel,  committee  to 
choose  colleague  pastor,  42 ; 
receives  p.iy  for  son's  waiting 
on  Mr.  Edwards,  48  :  commit- 
tee to  seat  meeting-house.  74. 

Allen,  Samuel,  killed  bv  Indians, 
148. 

Allen,  Samuel,  land  granted  to, 
319. 

Allen,  Samuel,  of  Windsor.  440. 

Allen,  Samuel,  receives  pay  for 
.services.  29  :  on  guard  duty, 
31  ;  in  Father  Rale's  War,  605  : 
in  service  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg,  607 ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610  ;  referred  to,  608. 


ALVORD. 

Allen,  Samuel,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  188 ;  referred 
to,  107. 

Allen,  Samuel  Jr.,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Allen,  Capt.  Solomon,  Committee 
of  Inspection,  353  ;  Sergeant, 
386  ;  Lieutenant,  433  ;  at  North 
Castle,  434  ;  has  charge  of  An- 
dre, 435 ;  chairman,  449 ; 
guards  Court-Hou.se,  457  :  in- 
tercepts the  mob,  459  ;  receives 
thanks  from  General  Court, 
463 ;  marches  to  Springfield, 
474  ;  Revolutionary  soldier. 
616 :  muster-roll  of  soldiers, 
1782.  631  ;  pay-roll,  1786.  ih.  ; 
referred  to,  523. 

Allen,  Thomas,  boards  the  school- 
master. 180:  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  187  :  re- 
ferred to.  545. 

Allen,  Rev.  Thomas,  letter  from, 
389. 

Allen,  William,  prisoner,  368. 

Allen,  Corp.  Zebulon,  stationed  at 
Charlemont.  250. 

Allen's  Life  of  Edwards,  cited, 
198. 

AUett,  Abraham,  prisoner,  868. 

AUis,  Ichabod.  referred  to,  34, 
note. 

Allis.  Joseph,  taken  captive  and 
killed,  22. 

Allis,  Moses,  death  of,  384. 

Allis,  Moses,  in  Louisburg  expedi- 
tion, 146. 

Allis,  Samuel,  schoolmaster,  34, 
and  note. 

Alvord.  Abiathar,  killed,  551. 

Alvord,  Benjamin,  courier  be- 
tween Albany  and  Boston,  25  ; 
messenger.  94  ;  paid.  95  :  re- 
ceives portion  of  additional 
grant.  188  :  drummer,  605  ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War.  610. 

Alvord.  Daniel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 616. 

Alvord,  Ebenezer,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant.  185  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier.  616. 

Alvord.  Ebenezer.  widow  of,  re- 
ferred to.  107. 

Alvord.  Eleazar.  372.  373  :  Judd's 
interview  with,  616  ;  Revolu- 
tionary j^oldier.  ib.  ;  in  Ely 
Insurrection.  631. 

Alvord.  Eliab.  with  Clapp  at 
Chamblee,  383 :  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  616. 
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Alvord,  Elijah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 616. 

Alvord,  Elisha,  homestead,  317. 
319.  615  ;  land  of,  409  ;  school 
in  Ms  shop,  476  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  616. 

Alvord.  Jehiel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 616. 

Alvord.  John,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  1S7  ;  in  ser- 
vice after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
607  :  referred  to,  107. 

Alvord,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 616. 

Alvord,  Jonathan,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant.  187  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  617. 

Alvord,  Jonathan,  referred  to,  551. 

Alvord,  Joseph,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  185. 

Alvord,  Medad.  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Alvord,  Perez,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Alvord,  Phinehas,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  617. 

Alvord.  Noadiah,  escaped  from  In- 
dians. 551. 

Alvord,  Samuel,  246  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  617. 

Alvord.  Saul,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  186 ;  buys 
portion  of  highway,  193 ; 
homestead,  319 ;  sells  home- 
lot,  615  ;  referred  to,  107. 

Alvord,  Stephen,  in  Elisha  Haw- 
ley's  company,  609  :  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  610. 

Alvord,  Thomas,  in  Hawley's  com- 
pany at  Crown  Point,  609 ; 
in  Seven  Years'  War.  610. 

Alvord,  Timothy,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  617. 

Alvord,  Zebadiah.  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  187  :  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  617  ;  re- 
ferred to,  551. 

America,  war  with  France,  102  ; 
colonies  provide  soldiers.  149  ; 
taxing.  243  ;  Seven  Years'  War 
in.  244 ;  commander-in-chief 
appointed  for,  287  ;  taxed  un- 
lawfully, 321.  322,  325,  539; 
condition  in  1770,  340  ;  in  1781, 
444 ;  hard  times  at  close  of 
war.  451  ;  mentioned,  169,  282, 
547. 

American  Historv,  Magazine  of, 
cited,  548,  596. 


American  Quarterly  Register, 
quoted.  598.  '^^ 

American  Whig  Review,  363,  366, 
404. 

Amherst,  Gen.  Jeffrey,  in  expedi- 
tion against  Louisburg,  294 ; 
commander-in-chief,  295; 
starts  on  expedition  against 
Montreal,  296  ;  in  winter  quar- 
ters, ib.  ;  captures  posts  on 
St.  Lawrence,  298 ;  at  Mon- 
treal, ib. 

Amherst,  votes  against  session 
of  the  court,  390  ;  at  conven- 
tion to  regulate  prices,  431  ; 
insurgents  at,  459,  460,  507, 
508 ;  men  join  Shays'  party, 
510  ;  letters  for.  557  ;  dancing 
school  in,  563  ;  mentioned,  241, 
338.  570,  576. 

Amrusus,  husband  of  Eunice  Wil- 
liams, referred  to,  110. 

Amsden,  Eunice,  tomahawked,  149 

Amsden,  Oliver,  killed  by  Indians, 
148. 

Amsden,  Simeon,killed by  Indians, 
148. 

Andre,  John,  432  ;  capture  of,  435. 

Angell,  Augustus,  S.  H.,  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  617. 

Anville,  Due  D',  with  French 
troops  starts  for  New  England 
coast,  149. 

Arms,  Phinehas.  killed  by  Indians, 
250. 

Arnold.  Benedict,  enlisted  men  for 
Crown  Point,  363,  364  ;  raised 
a  company  for  Cambridge, 364; 
yields  his  right  to  command, 
365  ;  wounded  at  Quebec,  377  ; 
reinforcements  for,  380  ;  trea- 
son of,  433,  434,  and  note,  435  ; 
invades  Virginia,  444;  referred 
to.  399,  436. 

Arnold,  Sparks'  life  of,  quoted,  378, 
note  2,  433,  435. 

Arnold,  Capt.  Robert,  prisoner, 
367  ;  petitions  for  parole,  370. 

Arthur,  Rev.  Mr.,  death,  236. 

Arvin,  Joseph,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Ashfield  men  in  first  Hamp.shire 
regiment.  355 ;  votes  against 
session  of  court,  390. 

Ashley,  Major  John,  starts  with 
i-elief  for  Fort  William  Henry, 
294. 

Ashley,  Rev.  Jonathan,  member 
of  council,  241  ;  petitions  for 
division  of  county,  478. 
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Ashley,  Eev.  Joseph,  first  minister 
at  Sonthampton,  38  and  note  3. 

Ashley,  Rev.  Joseph,  member  of 
council,  222.  vote,  223 ;  mem- 
ber of  council  at  ordination. 
241. 

Ashley,  Noah,  receives  bounty  for 
scalp.  27. 

Ashley.  Major  Noah,  killed,  283, 
284. 

Ashuelot,  Fort  at,  159 ;  soldiers 
sent  to,  160. 

Atkinson.  Thomas,  appointed 
peace  commissioner  to  Canada, 
28. 

Averv.  Benjamin,  in  Father  Rjxle's 
War,  605. 

Babcock,  Benjamin,  Revolution- 
ary soldier.  617. 

Babcock,  Corp.  Elias,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  617. 

Bacon.  Simeon,  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  610. 

Bailev.  Abner.  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Baker,  Aaron,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  187  ;  in  Sev- 
en Years'  War.  610. 

Baker,  Abner,  first  singing  teach- 
er, 529. 

Baker,  Abner.  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 617. 

Baker.  Edward,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant.  186  ;  re- 
ferred to,  69,  107. 

Bak^r,  Elijah,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Baker,  Elisha.  at  Fort  Massachu- 
setts. 154  ;  in  service  after  fall 
of  Louisburg,  607 :  in  Shays 
Rebellion.  632,  633. 

Baker.  Hollister.  signs  military 
company  agreement,  375; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  617. 

Baker,  Capt.  John,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  187 ; 
friend  of  Mr,  Edwards,  234, 
608  ;  captain  of  militia.  355  ; 
in  service  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg. 607  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 617. 

Baker,  John  Jr.,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  187  ;  friend 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  234,  608. 

Baker.  John,  referred  to,  120,  and 
note  1. 

Baker.  Mrs.  John  Jr.,  608. 

Baker.  Jonas,  petitions  for  division 
of  coimty,  478. 


BARNARD. 

Baker.  Paulina,  married  Noah 
Cook.  360. 

Baker,  Robert,  escaped  from  In- 
dians, 110. 

Baker.  Samuel,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  187. 

Baker,  Stephen,  committee  to  con- 
sider new  constitution.  428 ; 
committee  to  enlist  men,  432; 
delegate  to  convention,  454. 

Baker.  Stephen,  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  610 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Baker.  Thaddeus.  Revolutionary 
soldier.  617  ;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion. 631. 

Baker.  Thomas,  bearer  of  dis- 
patches to  Canada,  17. 

Baker.  Timothy,  died  in  service  at 
Louisburg,  120,  606. 

Baker's  meadow,  lot  in,  sold,  46. 

Baldwin,  Col.,  sent  in  pursuit  of 
Luddington.  509. 

Baldwin,  Josiah,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  617. 

Baldwin,  Rev.  Mr.,  preaches  ser- 
mon, 515. 

Ball.  Eusebius,  Revolutionar}^  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Ball.  James,  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
610. 

Ball,  James,  petition  for  division 
of  count3\  477. 

Ball,  Serg't  Noah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  617. 

Bancroft.  Samuel,  delegate  to 
council,  222,  vote,  223. 

Bancroft's  History  of  the  United 
States,  qiToted,  173,  note,  541, 
note. 

Banister,  E.  H.,  referred  to,  319. 

Banister.  Major.  462  :  sent  to  cap- 
ture Luddington,  509  :  is  cap- 
tured, ib. 

Barber.  Rev.  Mr.,  supplies  pulpit, 
48. 

Bardwell.  Perez,  carries  baggage 
for  armj'.  381. 

Bardwell.  Lieut.  Perez,  hostage, 
460.  402. 

Barnard.  Abigail,  477. 

Barnard,  Abner,  Cominittee  of 
Correspondence,  349  ;  Inspec- 
tion and  Safety.  354  ;  commit- 
tee to  settle  new  minister.  419  ; 
death.  571  ;  in  Revolutionary 
War.  617  :  referred  to.  379, 
610. 

Barnard.  Ebenezer.  at  Soiith  Had- 
ley,  507. 
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Barnard,  Gov.  Francis,  prorogued 
the  General  Court.  325. 

Bai'nard,  Israel,  enlists  for  three 
months.  387 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier.  617. 

Barnard,  Samuel,  477. 

Barnard,  Capt.  Samuel,  garrisoned 
Northfield  and  Deerfield,  17. 

Barnard,  Major  Selah,  vote  for, 
438. 

Bari'y.  History  of  Massachusetts, 
cited,  323. 

Bartlett,  Aaron,  builds  fort  at 
Easthampton,  157 :  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
186  ;  in  service  after  fall  of 
Louisburg,  607. 

Bartlett,  Ansel,  referred  to,  156. 

Bartlett,  Benjamin,  on  duty  at 
Southampton,  245 :  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  617. 

Bartlett,  Benjamin,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  186  ; 
referred  to,  107,  336. 

Bartlett,  Cornelius,  Revolvitionary 
soldier,  617. 

Bartlett,  David,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant.  189. 

Bartlett,  Ebenezer.  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  186. 

Bartlett,  Elihu,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Bartlett,  Elijah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  617  ;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 631. 

Bartlett,  Experience,  petitions  to 
be  set  off  to  Southampton,  421. 

Bartlett,  Joel,  weaver.  328 ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  610. 

Bartlett,  Jonathan,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  617. 

Bai'tlett.  Joseph,  fined  for  refus- 
ing office,  87 ;  mount  built 
near,  109 ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  189  ;  friend 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  234,  609  ;  re- 
ferred to.  26. 

Bartlett,  Lorin,  referred  to,  230. 

Bartlett,  Moses,  petitions  to  be  set 
off  to  Southampton,  421. 

Bartlett,  Moses,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  617 ;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 631. 

Bartlett,  Nathaniel,  in  Hawley's 
com  pan  V,  609  ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Bartlett,  Phebe,  609. 

Bartlet,  Phinehas,  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 633. 

Bartlett,  Preserved,  released  from 


BELCHERTOAVN. 

poll-tax,  157 ;  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  187  ;  in 
service  after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
607  ;  in  Seven  Years'  War,  610. 

Bartlett,  Robert,  337. 

Bartlett,  Samuel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Bartlett,  Silas,  losses  of,  406  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  617. 

Bartlett,  Simeon,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610 ;  in  Revolutionary 
War,  617. 

Bartlet,  Solomon,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 633. 

Bartlett,  Widow,  house  used  as 
hospital,  408. 

Bartlett,  William,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  186. 

Bascom,  Elijah,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Bascom,  Lieut.  Elisha,  death  of, 
386 ;  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
610 ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
617. 

Bascom.  Ezekiel,  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  605 ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Bascom,  Jonathan,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  189. 

Bascom,  Joseph,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  186  :  re- 
ferred to,  245. 

Bates,  Aaron,  435  ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  617. 

Bates,  Caleb,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Bates,  Lemuel,  at  Quebec,  377 ; 
narrative  of,  378,  379  ;  birth, 
378,  note  1  ;  prisoner.  378  ;  has 
smallpox,  379 ;  reimbursed, 
410 ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
617. 

Baxter,  Jno.,  prisoner,  368. 

Bay  Path,  mentioned,  504. 

Beaman,  Phinehas,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Beamont,  Jesse,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Beauharnois,  Marquis  de,  made 
Governor  of  Canada,  32. 

Bedortha,  Samuel,  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  605. 

Bedortha.  Shadrach,  in  Louisburg 
expedition,  146. 

Belcher,  Gov.  Jonathan,  appoints 
Col.  Stoddard  justice  of  supe- 
rior court,  171  ;  message,  174. 

Belchertown  (Cold  Spring),  sol- 
diers at,  360  ;  votes  in  favor  of 
holding  court,  390  ;  insurgents 
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from,  497  ;  Mr.  Hawley's  land 
in,  544,  545,  546  ;  letters  for, 
557  ;  mentioned,  214,  232,  251, 
293,  382  551. 

Belding,  Aaron,  killed  by  Indians, 
160. 

Bellews.  Elihn,  Revohitionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Bellows,  Joseph,  woimded.  507. 

Bemis.  Adjutant,  362. 

Bemis.  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Bemis  Heights,  battle  of,  403,  404, 
405. 

Bennett.  Arthur,  prisoner,  368 ; 
death,  370. 

Bennington,  381  ;  battle  of.  401, 
402  ;  soldiers  march  to.  405. 

Berkshire  County,  part  of  Hamp- 
shire, 102  ;  set  off,  311  ;  call 
for  soldiers  from,  400,  407 ; 
school  in,  476 ;  postriders  in, 
482  ;  convention  in,  490  ;  no 
court  held  in,  493  ;  insurgents 
in,  495,  512  ;  insurgents  from, 
at  Northampton,  498,  499  ;  in- 
surgents from,  at  Chicopee, 
504 ;  Gen.  Lincoln's  force  in, 
513 ;  hostilities  confined  to, 
513,  516  ;  supreme  court  meets 
in,  518;  mentioned  312,  314, 
349.  362,  537,  594. 

Bernardston,  fortified,  105  ;  attack 
upon,  foiled,  147 ;  one  man 
killed  at,  155  ;  votes  against 
further  session  of  court,  390  ; 
skirmish  at.  514  ;  mentioned, 
118.  note. 

Berry.  James,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Bevins,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Bib.  Sacra,  quoted,  56.  notes  1  and 
2:  233.  note  1. 

Bibbins.  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Bicketts.  William,  prisoner,  368. 

Billings.  Lieut.  D.,  468. 

Billings,  Rev.  Edward,  member  of 
council.  214,  222,  and  note. 

Billings,  Rev.  Jonathan,  223. 

Billings.  Lieut.  Joseph,  marches 
to  the  relief  of  Fort  William 
Henry.  294. 

Billings.  Thomas,  in  Hawley's 
company.  609. 

Bills  of  Credit,  issue  of,  84,  85  ; 
attempt  at  legislation,  174 ; 
depreciation  of,  180,  182,  183, 
195. 


BODMAN. 

Birge,  Asahel,  on  duty  at  South- 
ampton, 245  ;  in  Hawley'scom- 
pany,  609 ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  610, 

Birge,  John,  at  Fort  No.  4,  154 ; 
builds  fort  at  Easthampton, 
156,  157  ;  on  duty  at  South- 
ampton, 246  ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607 ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  610. 

Birge,  John  Jr.,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  185 ;  at 
Fort  Edward,  290  ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  610. 

Birge.  Simeon,  420;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611. 

Bisby,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Black.  Lieut.  David,  starts  with 
relief  for  Fort  William  Henry, 
294. 

Black,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Blackman,  George,  in  favor  of 
girls  in  public  schools,  552. 

Blackman,  John,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  617. 

Blackman,  Samuel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  617. 

Blake.  Ensign  John,  399. 

Blake,  Nathaniel,  exchanged,  156. 

Blake,  Nathaniel  &Co.,  building 
burned,  558. 

Blanchard.  Col.,  in  command  at 
Fort  Edward,  253  ;  sends  de- 
tachment against  the  enemy, 
282. 

Blanchard.  Nathaniel,  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  611. 

Blandford,  guard  stationed  at,  163; 
road  to  Albany  through,  253, 
note ;  mentioned,  294,  378, 
note  1. 

Bliss.  George,  address  to  Hamp- 
shire Bar,  cited.  534,  537; 
tribute  to  Caleb  Strong,  595. 

Bliss.  John,  vote  for,  438  ;  justice, 
488  ;  lawyer,  536. 

Bliss,  Jonathan,  347,  and  note  3. 

Bliss.  Major,  reports  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress  to  General 
Court,  390. 

Bliss,  Moses,  lawyer,  347,  and  note 
3,  536  ;  vote  for,  438  ;  referred 
to,  455. 

Bloody  Morning  Scout,  268,  269 ; 
the  fight,  281,  282. 

Blunt,  Ezekiel,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 146. 

Bodman,  Luther,  referred  to,  108. 
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BOGIE. 

Bogie,  William,  prisoner,  368,  370. 

Bolter,  Benjamin,  lived  in  Major 
Hawley's  family,  544. 

Bolter.  "William,  lived  in  Major 
Hawley's  family,  544  ;  in  Shays 
Rebellion,  633. 

Bon  Marche,  referred  to,  319. 

Bonner.  Isaac,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Bonney,  Col.,  summons  delegates 
to  convention  at  Hadley,  499. 

Boston,  Indian  delegates  at,  18 ; 
journey  from  Northampton  to, 
25,  50,  and  note  ;  treaty  of 
peace  at.  32 ;  meeting-house, 
73 ;  troops  ordered  to,  149  ; 
Major  Pomeroy's  company  in, 
152  :  Five  Nations  send  dele- 
gates to,  168  ;  delegate  from, 
222,  bell  shipped  from,  308 ; 
smallpox  in,  309  ;  agent  sent 
to.  312 ;  Stamp  Act,  322 ;  con- 
vention in,  324  ;  refuses  Brit- 
ish imposts,  325  ;  General 
Court  removed  from,  340 ; 
appoints  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence, 341  ;  throvps  tea 
overboard ,  342  ;  P  o  r  t  Bill, 
ib.  ;  relief  for,  343  ;  .siege  of, 
365 ;  business  men  arrested, 
367  ;  eight  companies  ordered 
to,  385 ;  another  company 
at,  386  :  evacuated,  388 ;  ob- 
jects to  doings  of  Legisla- 
ture, 392  ;  Ely  imprisoned  at, 
461  ;  prisoners  to  be  brought 
to,  465  :  news  of  peace  at,  471  ; 
sessions  of  General  Court  in, 
496  ;  secured  against  mob,  498; 
government  at,  protects  the 
courts,  502  :  General  Court  as- 
sembles at,  513  ;  Day  taken  to, 
517  ;  circular  letter  from,  522  ; 
stage  line  to,  555,  556  ;  danc- 
ing in,  562  ;  new  treaty  op- 
posed, 569  ;  mentioned,  12,  27, 
48,  49,  52,  53,  59,  62,  63,  65,  79, 
80,  99,  103,  110,  118,  note,  119, 
121,  122,  137,  140,  142, 143,  156, 
158,  177,  182,  216,  274,  278,  284, 
344,  353,  380,  381,  412,  430,  440, 
467,  500,  538,  539,  544,  572,  585, 
589. 
Boston  Evening  Post,  cited,  536. 
Boston  Weekly  News  Letter,  quo- 
ted, 54,  note  1,  61,  62,  63,  note, 
64,  75,  76,  note  1. 
Bowdoin,  James,  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, 438;.  denounces  the 
mob,  and  assembles  the  legis- 


BRIDGMAN. 

lature,  489 ;  invokes  aid  of 
militia,  491.  492,  497;  orders 
arrest  of  insurgent  leaders, 
496  ;  receives  account  of  fight 
at  Springfield  arsenal,  505,  506. 

Brackett,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Braddock,  Gen.  Edward,  expedi- 
tion of.  244 ;  death  of,  287  ; 
referred  to,  243. 

Bradford,  Robert,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611. 

Bradstreet,  Col.  John,  captures 
Fort  Frontenac,  295. 

Brattleboro,  blockhouse  at,  20 ; 
stage  line  to,  555. 

Breck,  Col.  John,  first  postmaster, 
557 ;  in  Shays  Rebellion,  632, 
633. 

Breck,  Rev.  John,  installed  at 
Springfield,  175,  176  ;  referred 
to,  225. 

Breck,  Jo.  H.,  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631 :  in  Shays  Rebellion,  632. 

Breck,  Robert,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 617. 

Breck,  Robert,  trip  to  Boston,  50, 
note  1  ;  buys  old  coiu't-house, 
88,  note,  317;  trader,  328; 
Committee  of  Correspondence, 
349 ;  Inspection  and  Safety, 
354,  400  ;  clerk,  395  ;  commit- 
tee on  supplies,  406  ;  commit- 
tee to  consider  constitution, 
428 ;  interested  in  school  for 
girls,  475  ;  asks  permission  to 
build  school-house,  476  ;  clerk 
of  courts,  488 ;  member  of 
committee  on  canal,  576  ;  re- 
ferred to,  425,  557. 

Breck,  Rev.  Robert,  member  of 
council,  222,  vote,  223 ;  right 
hand  of  fellowship,  241. 

Breck,  Samuel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617  ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632  ;  serg't.  ib. 

Breck,  Samuel,  warned  out  of 
town,  533. 

Breck  &  Hunt,  contract  with  town 
to  provide  ammunition,  358, 
392. 

Breck,  Robert  &  Son,  557. 

Breck,  Shephard  &  Clark,  527, 
note. 

Brewer,  Barzillai,  death  of,  386  ; 

Revolutionary  soldier,  617. 
Brewer,     Bildad^     Revolutionary 

soldier,  618. 
Bridgman,  Clark,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 633. 
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Bridgman,  Elisha,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  018. 

Bridgman,  Erastus,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  618. 

Bridgman,  Israel,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 032 ;  in  Capt.  Russell's 
company,  ib. 

Bridgman.  John,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  185 ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  611. 

Bridgman,  Noah,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  188  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  018. 

Bridgman,  Orlando,  released  from 
poll-tax,  157 :  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  185;  in  Father 
Rale's  War,  605  ;  in  service  af- 
ter fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Bridgman,  S.  E.,  referred  to,  108, 
557. 

Bridgman.  Thomas,  buys  Havp- 
ley's  home  lot,  546  ;  in  Shays 
Rebellion,  632,  633. 

Briggs,  John,  referred  to,  107. 

Briggs,  Zadock,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  618. 

Bristol  County,  484 ;  militia  in, 
prevents  the  stopping  of  the 
court,  490 ;  mob  expects  re- 
inforcements from,  497. 

Brookfield,  Col.  Dwight  in,  170  ; 
smallpox  in,  309  ;  ofiBcers  meet 
at,  356  ;  soldiers  march  to,  360  ; 
home  of  Shays,  492 ;  no  bells 
in,  ib.  ;  mentioned,  99,  114,  143, 
159,  161,  169,  399,  434,  491,  535, 
576,  note. 

Brooks,  Gen.,  in  command  of  mi- 
litia, 600. 

Brooks,  mows  Shepherd's  Island, 
803. 

Brooks,  Nathan,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  618. 

Broughton,  William,  prisoner,368; 
petitions  for  parole,  370. 

Brown.  Ebenezer.  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 633. 

Brown,  Elisha,  barn  shingled,  472  ; 
killed,  ib.  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 

Brown,  Huldah,  marries  William 
Butler,  482. 

Brown,  John,  killed,  551  ;  Revo- 
lutionarj-  soldier,  618. 

Brown,  Major  John,  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  611 ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  618. 

Brown,  Major  John,  sent  to  Can- 
ada. 363 ;  daughter  marries 
William  Butler,  482. 
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BURT. 

Brown,  Rufus,  290 ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War  611  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  618. 

Brown,  Silas,  Ensign,  387 ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  618. 

Browning,  Thomas,  prisoner,  368. 

Bruce,  Joseph,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 

Brunswick,  town  burned  by  In- 
dians, 17. 

Budd.  Mr.,  prisoner,  367,  368,  370. 

Buell,  Rev.  Samuel,  evangelist, 
199  and  note  3 ;  preaches  in 
Northampton,  199,  200. 

Buffington,  Capt.  Samuel,  aid  to 
Gen.  Shepherd,  505,  506  ;  sent 
to  Vermont  to  arrest  rebels, 
514. 

Bugbee,  William,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  618. 

Bulkley,  John,  legal  opinion  so- 
licited from,  94. 

Bull,  Partridge,  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Bullard,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 

Bunker  Hill,  battle  of,  361,  365, 
366  ;  mentioned,  380,  393. 

Burgess,  Edward,  prisoner,  368. 

Burgoyne,  Gen.  John,  captures 
Ticonderoga  and  reaches  Sara- 
toga, 401,  403  ;  retreat  of,  404  ; 
prisoner,  ib. ;  referred  to,  405. 

Burk,  Elisha,  in  Louisburg  expe- 
dition, 146. 

Burk,  Capt.  John,  290  ;  commands 
regiment,  295  ;  frontier  posts, 
298. 

Burk.  Justus,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 

Burk.  Seth,  enlists  for  three 
months,  387  ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 

Burns,  Patrick,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 

Burr,  Aaron,  President,  referred 
to,  236. 

Burroughs.  Stephen,  337. 

Burt,  David,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  187  ;  in  ser- 
vice after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
607  ;  Revolutionarv  soldier, 
618. 

Burt,  Ebenezer,  bone  broken,  71 ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  188. 

Burt.  Edward,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632. 
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Burt,  Eleazar,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  187  ;  referred 
to,  611. 

Burt,  Elisha.  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631  ;  in  Shays  Rebellion.  632. 

Burt,  Elkanah,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 120,  606 ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  618. 

Burt,  Gains,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632. 

Burt,  Col.  Grideon,  pursues  the 
mob,  459  ;  receives  thanks  of 
General  Court,  463. 

Burt,  Henry,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 

Burt,  Joel,  Revolutionary  soldier, 
618  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection,  631  ; 
in  Shays  Rebellion,  632  ;  Cor- 
poral, lb. 

Burt,  Jonathan,  buys  homestead 
of  Thomas  Porter,  37 ;  re- 
ceives portion  of  additional 
grant,  186. 

Burt,  Joseph,  arrested  for  mali- 
cious mischief,  315. 

Burt,  Joseph,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  187  ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  611. 

Burt,  Noah,  on  duty  at  South- 
ampton. 246  ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611. 

Burt,  Oliver,  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
611. 

Burt,  Samuel,  Indians  at  his  home, 
163  ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  190. 

Burt,  Thomas,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  187. 

Butler,  Daniel,  store  on  Pleasant 
Street,  482  ;  paper-mill,  526. 

Butler,  David,  referred  to,  481. 

Butler,  Simeon,  postmaster,  557. 

Butler.  Capt.  Walter,  sent  to  re- 
lief of  Hampshire  towns,  24. 

Butler,  William,  editor,  480  ;  birth 
of,  481;  office  of,  481,  482; 
marriage  of,  482 ;  sends  to 
Springfield  for  news,  ib.  ;  in- 
dicted for  traveling  on  the 
Sabbath.  482,  483  ;  establishes 
paper-mill,  481,  note,  526. 

Butts  Tavern,  507. 

Cade,  John,  in  Seven  Years'  War. 

611. 
Gaboon,  Samuel,  in  service  after 

fall    of    Louisburg,    607;    in 

Seven  Years'  War,  611. 
Calder,    William,    Revolutionary 

soldier,  618. 


CARLETON. 

Call,  Adj.  Amos,  killed,  507. 

Call,  Samuel,  referred  to,  507. 

Cambridge,  General  Court  remov- 
ed to,  340 ;  Provincial  Con- 
gress held  in,  353,  356  ;  min- 
iite-men  at,  361  ;  Arnold  at, 
364 ;  Pomeroy  at.  366  ;  bar- 
racks removed  from,  386  ;  con* 
vention  at,  426 ;  court  pro- 
tected. 495,  497  ;  mentioned, 
53,  378,  535,  548. 

Canada,  encourages  Abenaki's  to 
war,  15-18 ;  Dickinson  car- 
ried to,  19  ;  Indians  from,  start 
for  frontier  towns,  24 ;  em- 
bassy sent  to,  28  ;  troops  cap- 
ture Canseau,  103  ;  How  taken 
to,  110  ;   prisoners  carried  to, 

148,  160,  245,  250  ;  invasion  of, 

149,  150,  159;  Indians  and 
French  from,  154,  155 ;  war 
parties  from,  158  ;  party  from, 
attack  Fort  Massachusetts, 
160  ;  conquest  of,  296.  298,  299  ; 
endeavor  to  enlist,  as  ally,  363  ; 
expedition  against,  376 ;  re- 
inforcement for  army  in.  380, 
381  :  soldiers  for,  385,  386 ; 
American  troops  driven  from, 
388,  400  :  excites  Indians,  551  ; 
mentioned,  21,  22,  23,  27,  29, 
30,  65,  89,  111.  131,  152,  156, 
166,  168.  169, 170,  171,  172,  243, 
265,  266,  287,  289,  293,  384,  399. 

Canals,  on  Connecticiit  River.  574, 
576;  at  South  Hadley  Falls 
and  Turners  Falls.  576  ;  char- 
ter modified,  577 ;  building 
and  mode  of  passing.  577,  578  ; 
celebration  at  opening,  578 ; 
trouble  over  dam,  578-580 ; 
improved,  581 ;  new  dam  built, 
ib.  ;  one  built  at  Williman- 
sett,  582. 

Canseau,  captured  by  French,  103; 
fleet  for  Louisburg  at  anchor 
at,  115,  122 ;  sets  sail  from, 
116,  125  ;  harbor  of,  124  ;  men- 
tioned, 123,  138,  140,  143. 

Cape  Breton,  troops  landed  on,  116, 
117, 125  ;  ice  in  harbor  of,  123  ; 
troops  at,observe  King's  ascen- 
sion, 133  ;  recession  of,  164  ; 
mentioned,  118,  note,  121,  138, 
144. 

Carleton,  Gen.  Guy,  at  Quebec, 
377 ;  occupies  Crown  Point, 
400 ;  retires  to  winter  quar- 
ters, ib.  ;  sends  men  to  raid 
Connecticut  towns,  423. 
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CARMIDA. 

Carmida,  Capt.  David,  122. 

Carrol,  Samuel,  iu  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 140. 

Carthew,  Mr.,  370. 

Caswell,  Joseph,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  618. 

Catholic  Church,  mentioned,  109, 
318,  note. 

Catholics,  589,  592. 

Catlin,  Capt.  Setli,  295 ;  a  tory, 
347,  and  note  1,  373. 

Carver,  Corp.  Jonathan,  in  Seven 
Years^  War.  611. 

Celley,  Levi,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, ()18. 

Chace,  Martin,  prisoner.  368. 

Chamberlain,  Nathaniel,  wound- 
ed, 132  ;  in  Louisburg  expedi- 
tion, 146. 

Chamblee,  382,  883. 

Champion,  Col.  Henry,  239,  note  2. 

Champion.  Rev.  Judah,  invited  to 
settle  but  declines,  239,  and 
note  ;  referred  to.  240. 

Chandler.  Capt.  Thomas,  com- 
mands company  at  Louisburg, 
114.  118  ;  sends  men  on  scout- 
ing expedition,  161. 

Chapiu,  Capt.,  commands  com- 
pany near  Quebec,  382  ;  col- 
onel. 462. 

Chapin,  Capt.  Elisha,  killed,  288. 

Chapin,  Enoch,  company  at 
Springfield,  414. 

Chapin,  Capt.  Israel,  362 ;  com- 
mands regiment  for  Quebec, 
380  ;  itinerary  of,  381-384  ;  at 
Albany,  413.  ' 

Chapen.  Samuel,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 146. 

Chapman,  David,  474  :  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  618. 

Chapman.  Willet,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  618. 

Charlemont,  fortified,  105  ;  sol- 
diers stationed  at,  250,  299 ; 
road  to  Albany  through,  253, 
note  ;  mentioned,  149,  349. 

Charlestown.  Mass..  ordination  at, 
242,  note :  relief  for,  343 ; 
burned,  361  :  swept  by  Brit- 
ish. 366 ;  stage  to,  555  ;  men- 
tioned, 153. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  British  in,  close- 
ly guarded,  444 ;  mentioned, 
21,  note  2. 

Charlestown,  Vt.,  fortified,  105;  at- 
tack on  Fort  No.  4  repulsed, 
153  ;  men  attacked,  155  ;  nine 
persons  from,  carried  to  Can- 


CHURCH. 

ada,  245  ;  Indians  at,  288,  297  ; 
mentioned,  154,  159,  315. 

Chatham,  Samuel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611. 

Chaioncy,  Charles,  signature,  369. 

Chauncey,  Rev.  Isaac,  referred  to, 
43,  note. 

Chaunc«y,  Rev.  Israel,  colleague 
pastor  to  Mr.  Stoddard,  43,  and 
note. 

Chester.  Prudence,  177. 

Chesterfield,  soldiers  from,  355 ; 
questions  legalitj'  of  commis- 
sion of  George  III.,  389,  390; 
inoculation  in,  408  ;  letters  for, 
557  ;  mentioned,  362,  383,  386, 
443. 

Cheverus,  Cardinal.  589  :  at  North- 
ampton. 590-592  ;  preaches  ser- 
mon, 590  ;  birth,  591,  note  ; 
referred  to,  592. 

Chicopee,  insurgents  at,  504,  507  ; 
mentioned,  237,  note,  582. 

Chidester,  James,  killed,  288. 

Chidester,  Serg't  William,  killed, 
288. 

Child.  Samuel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  611. 

Chillson,  Elihu,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 

Chilson,  Joseph,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  618. 

Choate,  William,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  618. 

Christie,  Capt.,  291. 

Church,  Nathaniel  Jr..  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Church.  Stoddardeanism  in 
Hampshire  County  churches, 
58 :  repudiates  Mr.  Edwards' 
views,  204,  205  ;  asks  for  pre- 
cinct meeting.  205  ;  meeting 
called,  209,  210  :  refuses  to  ac- 
cept report,  211  ;  votes  not  to 
celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper, 
211,  214:  proposes  advisory 
council  of  Hampshire  County 
churches,  211,  212 ;  asks  for 
council  of  five  churches  to  set- 
tle the  dispute,  213,  214  :  de- 
cision of  council,  215,  216  ; 
adjourned  meeting,  217  ;  seeks 
advice  of  Hampshire  Associa- 
tion of  Ministers,  218  ;  stormj' 
meeting,  219 ;  discusses  ad- 
vice of  lower  association, 
220  ;  yields  to  Mr.  Edwards' 
recjuest,  221  ;  calls  a  mutual 
council,  221,  222  ;  meeting  of 
council,   232-224;   remon- 
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strances  against  forming  new 
church,  229  ;  vote  of,  233,  234 ; 
the  aggrieved    brethren,  238, 
and  note. 
Church  music,  529,  530. 
Claflin,  Abner,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 
Claflin,  Joshua,  signs  petition  for 

Westhampton,  333. 
Clap,  Aaron,  receives  portion  of 

additional  grant,  186. 
Clapp,  Aaron,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 
Clapp,    Abner,    in    Seven    Years' 

War,  611. 
Clap,  Amasa,  signs  militia  com- 
pany agreement,  375. 
Clap,  Asahel,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,   186;    Com- 
mittee   of     Inspection,     353  ; 
lieutenant,   355 ;    signs   paper 
renouncing  British  authority, 
ib.;  Revolutionary  soldier,  618; 
referred  to,  383. 
Clapp,  Serg't  Asahel  Jr.,  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  618. 
Clap,  Azariah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 
Clap,  Benjamin,  in  Seven  Years' 

War,  611. 
Clapp,  Chester,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 
Clapp,  Ebenezer,  at  Fort  Massa- 
chusetts,   154  ;    builds  fort  at 
Easthampton,  156  ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisbiirg,   607  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  618. 
Clapp,     Eliakim,     Revolutionary 

soldier,  618. 
Clap,    Elijah,  in    Hawley's  com- 
pany, 609. 
Clapp,  Eliphaz,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  185  ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  618. 
Clapp,  Elisha,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 
Clap,  Capt.  Ezra,  marches  to  the 
relief  of  Fort  William  Henry, 
294. 
Clapp,  Israel,  in  Ely  Insm-rection, 

631. 
Clapp,  Joel,  captured,  290;  m 
Hawley's  company,  609 ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  611 ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  618. 
Clapp,  Ens.  John,  Sabbath  war- 
den, 100  ;  ensign,  103  ;  releas- 
ed from  poll-tax,  157  ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
186 ;  in  service  after  fall  of 


CLAPP. 

Louisburg,     607 ;      in     Seven 
Years'  War,  611 ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  618. 
Clapp,    Jonathan,    buys    school 
lands,  91  ;  fort  built  at  house, 
156 ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,    189 ;     in  Seven 
Years'  War,  611. 
Clapp,   Jonathan,    friend  of    Mr. 
Edwards,  234,  609;  owns  one 
slave,  328 ;  Committee  of  In- 
spection,   353 ;    captain,    355, 
356 ;    chairman,    355  ;    major, 
403 ;    Revolutionary     soldier, 
618. 
Clapp,   Joseph,    owns  one    slave, 
328  ;  captain,  424,  442  ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  618. 
Clapp,    Levi,    Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 
Clapp,  Noah,  in  Louisburg  expe- 
dition, 145,  606  ;  sergeant  un- 
der Seth  Pomeroy,  150  ;  at  No. 
4,    154;    at  Fishkill,   434;    in 
service    after    fall  of    Louis- 
burg, 607 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618  ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632. 
Clapp,  Ocran,  referred  to,  26. 
Clapp,  Oliver,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 
Clapp,  Paul,  at  Quebec,  377  ;  pris- 
oner,  379  ;    reimbursed,   410  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  618. 
Clapp,  Perez,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619. 
Clapp,  Capt.  Preserved,  commit- 
tee  to    build    new    meeting- 
house,  68  ;  mount   built  near 
his  house,    109  ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  185. 
Clapp,     Elder    Preserved,    home- 
stead. 4,  note  ;  referred  to,  608. 
Clapp,     Quartus,    Revolutionary 

soldier,  619. 
Clapp,  Roger,  buys  school  lands, 
91  ;  mount  at  his  house,  108  ; 
in  service  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg, 607 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 619. 
Clapp,  Capt.  Roger,  released  from 
poll-tax,  157  ;  receives  portion 
of      additional     grant,     186  ; 
friend  of  Mr.   Edwards,   234, 
608. 
Clapp,  Roger  Jr.,  receives  portion 

of  additional  grant,  189. 
Clapp,  Serg't  Samuel,  waits  on  Mr. 
Edwards,  to  Boston,  48;  allow- 
ance for  services,  50,  note  1  ; 


INDEX. 


645 


CLAPP. 

released  from  poll-tax,  157  ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  ISO  ;  in  service  after  fall 
of  LouisbiTrg,  607. 

Clapp,  Samnel  Jr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  187. 

Clapp,  Seth,  notifies  the  hill  towns 
of  convention,  849  ;  signs  mi- 
litia company  agreement,  375  ; 
Revolntionary  soldier,  619. 

Clapp,  Seth,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  186. 

Clapp,  Simeon,  315 ;  lieutenant 
with  Washington,  387  ;  three 
months'  man,  ib.  ;  captain, 
400,  401  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619. 

Clapp,  Simeon  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  619. 

Clapp,  Solomon,  sick  at  Cham- 
blee,  383  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619. 

Clapp,  Stephen,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619. 

Clapp.  Supplj%  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  185  ;  in  Haw- 
ley's  company,  609  ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  611  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  619. 

Clapp,  Timothy,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619. 

Clapp,  Warham,  moimt  built  at 
his  house,  108. 

Clapp,  Wm.  R.,  referred  to,  109. 

Clark,  Aaron,  house  plundered. 
152  ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  190 ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  611. 

Clarke,  Aaron,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611. 

Clark,  Abigail,  608. 

Clark,  Abner,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631. 

Clark,  Asahel,  chairman,  449 ;  in 
Hawley's  company,  609 ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  611  ;  Rev- 
ohitiouary  soldier,  619. 

Clark,  Benjamin,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  187  ;  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence,  400; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  619  ;  in 
Ely  Insurrection,  631  ;  in 
Shays  Rebellion,  632  ;  in  Capt. 
Russell's  company,  ib. 

Clark,  Benjamin  Jr.,  in  Ely  In- 
surrection, 631. 

Clark,  Caleb,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  187. 


Chirk,  C.  N.,  referred  to,  108. 

Clark,  Daniel,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  187  ;  friend 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  234,  608; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  619. 

Clark,  Darius,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633. 

Clark,  David,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619. 

Clark,  Lieut.  Ebenezer,  committee 
to  build  new  meeting-house, 
68  ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  187 ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607  ; 
referred  to,  203,  note. 

Clark.  Ebenezer  3d,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  619. 

Clark,  Ebenezer  Jr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  187; 
friend  of  Mr,  Edwards,  234, 
608  ;  school  committee,  306  ; 
referred  to,  107. 

Clark,  Eli,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633. 

Clark,  Eliakim,  mount  near  house, 
108  ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  189. 

Clark,  Eliakim,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619. 

Clark,  Elihu,  Committee  of  In- 
spection, 353  ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611. 

Clark,  Elijah,  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence, 349 ;  Inspection 
and  safety,  354 ;  lieutenant, 
356  ;  committee  to  raise  sol- 
diers, 432  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 619. 

Clark,  Elijah  Jr.,  in  Ely  Insur- 
rection, 631  ;  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 632. 

Clark,  Elisha,  house  plundered, 
152  ;  killed  by  Indians,  155  ; 
receives  poi'tion  of  additional 
grant,  190, 

Clark.  Enoch,  lieutenant  of  mili- 
tia. 354 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619. 

Clark,  Ephraphras,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  619. 

Clark,  Ezra,  receives  portion  of 
additional  gi'ant,  184  ;  tax, 
328  ;  delegate,  349  ;  Commit- 
tee of  Inspection,  353,  354 ; 
committee  to  settle  new  min- 
ister, 419 ;  ordination  commit- 
tee, 420  ;  request  refused,  425  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  619. 

Clark,  Ezra  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  619. 
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Clark,  Gad,  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
611. 

Clark,  Ger shorn,  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607  ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  611. 

Clark,  Lieut.  Gideon,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  186  ; 
committee  to  build  jail,  336  ; 
lieiatenant  of  militia,  354,  355  ; 
a  tory,  372  ;  put  on  town  lim- 
its, 374  ;  clerk,  609 ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  619  ;  referred 
to,  610. 

Clark,  Giles,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619. 

Clark,  Increase,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  1S7;  friend 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  234,  608  ;  re- 
ferred to,  107,  310. 

Clark,  Isaac,  enlisted  for  three 
months,  387  :  losses  of,  406  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  619. 

Clark.  Israel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611. 

Clark.  Ithamar,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  188 ;  re- 
ferred to,  107. 

Clark,  Ithamar  Jr. .  Revolutionary 
soldier,  619. 

Clark,  Jared,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633.  633. 

Clark,  Jared,  homestead,  608. 

Clark,  Jehiel,  in  Hawley's  com- 
pany, 609. 

Clark,  job.  Revolutionary  soldier, 
619. 

Clark,  Joel,  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
611 ;  Revolutionary  soldier,61 9. 

Clark,  Capt.  John,  committee  to 
build  meeting-house,  68 ;  on 
committee  to  provide  attor- 
ney, 94 ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  186  ;  in  ser- 
vice after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
607 ;  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
611  ;  referred  to,  545. 

Clark,  Dea.  John,  committee  to 
choose  colleague  pastor,  43  ;  in 
search  of  candidate,  43,  43  ; 
buys  land  on  Pancake  Plain, 
46  ;  waits  on  Mr.  Edwards  to 
New  Haven,  48  ;  on  commit- 
tee to  confer  with  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 207  ;  referred  to,  608. 

Clark,  John,  130. 

Clark,  John  Jr.,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  190. 

Clark.  Jonas,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619  ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633. 


CLARK. 

Clark,  Jonathan,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189 ;  at 
Concord,  431  ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611. 

Clark,  Jonathan  Jr.,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  619. 

Clark,  Joseph,  heirs  receive  por- 
tion of  additional  grant.  190. 

Clarke,  Joseph,  letter  of,  346-348. 

Clarke,  Joseph,  prisoner,  308. 

Clarke,  Joseph,  358  ;  signs  militia 
company  agreement,  375  ;  fur- 
nishes for  ordination,  420  ; 
treasurer,  565 ;  erects  monu- 
ment to  Joseph  Hawley,  566, 
567 :  defends  the  town,  545 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  619; 
referred  to,  585. 

Clark,  Ensign  Josiah,  buys  school 
lands,  91  :  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  187  :  warned 
of  trespass,  305  ;  Committee 
of  Inspection,  354  ;  Committee 
of  Correspondence,  400  ;  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  new 
constitution,  428  ;  chairman, 
449;  delegate,  470;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  619  ;  referred 
to,  107. 

Clark,  Josiah  Jr..  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  186; 
warned  of  trespass,  305  ;  sleigh 
taken,  315  :  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence, 349 ;  delegate, 
ib.;  committee  on  ordination, 
420. 

Clark,  Justus,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631  :  in  Shays  Rebellion.  633. 

Clark,  Lemuel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619. 

Clark,  Luther,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633,  633. 

Clark,  Lyman,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 619. 

Clark,  Martin,  Committee  of  In- 
spection, 353. 

Clark,  Matthew,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  619. 

Clarke,  Medad,  signs  militia  com- 
pany agreement.  375;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  619  ;  in  Ely  In- 
surrection, 631. 

Clark,  Moses,  death  of,  384. 

Clark,  Moses,  mount  built  near  his 
home,  108  ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  187  ;  referred 
to,  107. 

Clark,  Moses,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619. 
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Clark,  Nathan,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619. 

Clark.  Lieut.  Nathaniel,  248  :  in- 
vestigates Hi^gins'  story,  240  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  019. 

Clark,  Nathaniel,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  180. 

Clark.  Nathaniel  Jr..  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant.  187. 

Clark,  Noah,  on  committee  to  .set- 
tle common  land  disputes,  97  ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,-  187. 

Clark.  Noah  Jr.,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189  ;  per- 
mitted to  retain  pew,  314. 

Clark,  Serg't  Noah,  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  Oil  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 619. 

Clark,  Obadiah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 019. 

Clark,  Oliver,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 019. 

Clark.  Paul,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 019  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631. 

Clark,  Perez,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 019. 

Clark,  Rev.  Peter,  asked  to  an- 
swer Mr.  Edwards'  book,  210  ; 
letter  from,  220. 

Clark,  Philip,  lived  in  Pascom- 
muck,  89  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 019. 

Clark,  Phinehas,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  619. 

Clark,  Rebecca,  008. 

Clark,  Richard,  deserted,  388 ; 
death  of.  384 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier.  620. 

Clark,  Russell,  at  Quebec,  377 
prisoner,  379 ;  reimbursed,  410 
Revolutionary  soldier,  620 
in  Ely  Insurrection,  031. 

Clarke,  Samuel,  death,  loss  of 
children,  101. 

Clarke.  Samuel,  580. 

Clarke,  Samuel,  released  from  poll- 
tax.  157  ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  185  ;  saddler. 
328  :  in  service  after  fall  of 
Louisbiirg,  607 ;  referred  to, 
245. 

Clarke.  Major  Samuel,  with  Elisha 
Hawley,  259  ;  with  the  army, 
271  :  starts  for  home,  272 ; 
Committee  of  Correspondence, 
349  ;  captain,  350  ;  committee 
to  enlist  men,  432  ;  keeps  tav- 
ern, 440  ;  chairman,  449  ;  del- 


CLARK. 

egate,  470  ;  court  at  his  tav- 
ern, 488  ;  in  service  after  fall 
of  Louisburg,  007  :  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  611  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  620  ;  referred  to, 
545. 

Clarke,  Sarah,  accused  of  reading 
immoral  books,  203,  note. 

Clark,  Sarah,  widow,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  187  ; 
referred  to,  107. 

Clark,  Selah,  deserted,  383  ;  Revo- 
hitionary  soldier.  620. 

Clark,  Selah,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  186. 

Clark,  Seth,  in  Washington's 
army,  387  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Clark.  Seth,  receives  portion  of  ad- 
ditional grant,  187. 

Clark,  Silas,  at  Fort  Massachu- 
setts, 154  ;  in  service  after  fall 
of  Louisburg,  607  ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  620. 

Clark,  Simeon,  friend  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 234,  608. 

Clark,  Solomon,  in  Washington's 
army,  387  ;  furnishes  for  ordi- 
nation dinner,  420  ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  620  ;  in  Ely  In- 
surrection, 031  ;  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, ib. 

Clark.  Serg't  Solomon,  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  020. 

Clark,  Stephen,  died  in  service  at 
Louisburg,  120,  000. 

Clark,  Stephen,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 020. 

Clark,  Thomas,  losses,  406  ;  Revo- 
lutionarv  soldier.  020  ;  in 
Shays  Rebellion,  032. 

Clark,  Timothy,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  180. 

Clark,  William,  anecdote  of.  384, 
note  1 ;  furnishes  for  ordina- 
tion dinner,  420 ;  friend  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  234,  008. 

Clark,  W^illiam,  carries  on  paper- 
mill.  520. 

Clark,  William,  death  of,  383. 

Clark,  William,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 120,  006;  in  Father 
Rale's  War.  605  ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Clark,  William,  narrative,  434 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier.  620  ; 
in  Ely  Insurrection.  631  ;  in 
Shays  RebelHon,  631.  032. 

Clarke,  William  Sr.,  referred  to, 
101,  120. 
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Clark,  Williain,  banged,  516. 

Clark,  Zenas,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Clark's  Antiquities,  Historicals 
and  Graduates  of  Northamp- 
ton, quoted,  608. 

Claverack  Tour,  428,  424 ;  men- 
tioned, 438. 

Clegg,  Joseph,  prisoner,  368. 

Clement,  Jacob,  279. 

Clesson,  Serg't  Joseph,  on  scout- 
ing expedition,  22,  29 ;  re- 
ceives pay  for  losses,  29  ;  in 
command  of  men  on  guard 
duty,  31  ;  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  605. 

Clesson,  Lieut.  Matthew,  sent 
after  French  and  Indian 
forces,  154. 

Clesson s,  Samuel,  107  ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 188. 

Clinton,  Gov.  George,  sends  pro- 
visions for  Louisburg  expe- 
dition, 113. 

Clinton,  Sir  Henry,  at  New  York, 
484. 

Clothing,  men's,  10.  11 ;  women's 
garments,  12.  13. 

Clough,  James,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611. 

Coates,  Edward,  released  from 
poll-tax,  157  ;  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  185 ;  in 
service  after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
607. 

Coats,  Elijah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Coats,  Joseph,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Coats,  Stephen,  wife's  service  at 
ordination  dinner,  420 ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  611  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  620. 

Coffin,  Thomas,  prisoner,  308. 

Colchester,  barracks  at,  881  ;  men- 
tioned, 129,  382. 

Cole,  Barnabas,  in  Revolutionary 
War,  620. 

Cole.  Col.,  in  Bloody  Morning 
Scout,  281. 

Cole,  Thomas,  583. 

Coleman,  Samuel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  620. 

Coleman,  William,  appointed  to 
draft  petition,  570. 

Colfax,  Phinehas,  on  duty  at 
Southampton,  246 ;  in  Haw- 
ley's  company,  609. 

Collins,  Edward,  delegate,  222 ; 
vote,  223. 


CONNECTICUT   RIVER. 

Collins,  James,  prisoner,  368. 

Collis,  Christopher,  surveys  for 
canals,  576. 

Colrain,  line  of  forts  from,  104 ; 
fortiJ&ed,  105 :  men  killed  at, 
147,  155 ;  Indians  at,  295.  298  ; 
garrisoned,  299 ;  mentioned, 
104,  514. 

Colten,  Lieut.  Seth,  at  Spring- 
field, 494. 

Colton,  Alpheus,  sentenced,  514, 
515. 

Colton,  Thomas,  killed  by  Indians, 
23. 

Commons,  controversy  about,  le- 
gal advice  sought,  93,  94  ;  set- 
tled for  ten  years,  95  ;  again 
in_dispute,  95,  96  ;  settled,  97. 

Concord,  Provincial  Congress  held 
in,  852,  353,  356,  357  ;  first  bat- 
tle in,  359  ;  minute-men  arrive 
at,  860,  861  ;  convention,  430, 
431  ;  militia  to  protect  the 
court,  489,  490 ;  insurgents 
break  faith  and  stop  the  courts, 
490  ;  mob  gathers  at,  497. 

Congregational  Quarterly,  quoted, 
596,  597, 

Congress,  Continental,  357  ;  grants 
pay  for  prisoners,  370  ;  pro- 
vides for  organization  of  Con- 
tinental army,  397  ;  system  of 
confederation,  416 ;  memorial 
to,  569,  570  ;  mentioned,  540. 

Congress,  Provincial,  formed,  351, 
352 ;  second  session  at  Cam- 
bridge, 356 ;  other  meetings, 
357  ;  makes  requisition  for 
supplies  for  the  army,  391  ; 
attempts  to  regulate  prices, 
430  ;  mentioned,  540  ;  Journal 
of,  cited,  345. 

Connecticut  troops  at  Northfield, 
19  ;  reinforcements  from,  24, 
157,  158 ;  furnishes  men  for 
Louisburg  expedition,  113, 124, 
137.  143  ;  refuses  to  interfere 
in  Mr.  Breck's  trial,  176  ; 
troops  at  Fort  Edward,  253 ; 
at  Crown  Point,  264 ;  emi- 
grants from,  845  ;  troops  for 
invasion  of  Canada,  876  ;  sol- 
diers sent  to,  387  ;  British  raid, 
423;  mentioned,  39,  42,  43, 
note,  44,  note,  58,  66,  68,  150, 
170,  200,  237,  239,  note,  267, 
868,  364,  865,  378,  note,  410, 
455,  478,  589. 

Connecticut  River,  4  ;  towns,  11, 
15 ;    scouts  sent  iip,    17 ;    In- 
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dians  on,  23  ;  soldiers  drowned 
in  crossing,  29  ;  forts  repaired, 
249  ;  island  in,  803  ;  boundary, 
335  ;  clay  on  banks.  339  ;  great 
water-way,  574,  575  ;  proprie- 
tors of  locks  and  canals  on,  in- 
corporated, 576  ;  much  sick- 
ness caused  by  water  setting 
back,  578-580 ;  canal  built  at 
Willimansett,  582  :  mentioned, 
20,  95.  90,  155,  362,  371. 

Continental  Army,  organization 
of.  S97  ;  soldiers  raised  to  re- 
inforce, 422,  441 ;  drafting  for, 
441. 

Conventions,  state  convention  call- 
ed, 426^  its  sessions,  426,  427  ; 

/j;/Y*»^^^gulate  prices,  ^^;  the 
order  of  the  day,  452 ;  in 
Hampshire  County,  ih. ;  at 
Hadley,  453  ;  at  Hatfield,  454, 
466.  470,  478,  486 ;  in  dif- 
ferent towns,  468,  469  ;  rapid- 
ity of.  484,  485  ;  resiilt  of,  at 
Hatfield,  487  ;  in  Lenox,  490  ; 
in  Worcester,  495  ;  at  Hatfield 
and  Hadley,  499 ;  lose  their 
hold  upon  the  people,  500. 

Conway,  votes  against  session  of 
court.  390  ;  Ely  from,  455, 
note  ;  gathering  to  meet  com- 
mittee at,  466  ;  mentioned,  438, 
454,  457,  460. 

Cook,  Capt.  Aaron,  referred  to, 
84. 

Cook,  Aaron,  committee  to  settle 
new  minister,  419  ;  ordination 
committee,  420. 

Cooke,  Asahel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631. 

Cook,  Daniel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631. 

Cook,  Elisha.  furnishes  for  ordi- 
nation dinner,  420 ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  620  ;  in  Ely  In- 
surrection, 631. 

Cook,  Elisha  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  620  ;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 631. 

Cook,  Joseph,  in  expedition  against 
Louisburg,  120,  606 :  ensign, 
355  ;  lieutenant,  356  ;  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence,  In- 
'  spection  and  Safety,  400 ;  en- 
lists soldiers,  413  ;  ordination 
dinner,  420;  captain,  423; 
committee  to  consider  new 
constitiTtion,  42S  :    captain  of 
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militia,  442  ;  ordered  to  pro- 
cure beef,  445 ;  chairman, 
449  ;  interested  in  new  school 
for  girls,  475  ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607  ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  611  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  620. 

Cook,  Capt.  Joseph,  jail  keeper, 
359,  360,  517  ;  roughly  handled 
by  insurgents.  518  ;  death,  ib. 

Cooke,  Justin,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Cooke,  Justus,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 620. 

Cook.  Moses,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Cook,  Dea.  Noah,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  187  ;  on 
committee  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Edwards,  207. 

Cook,  Noah,  narrative,  359-362  ;  ac- 
count of  march  to  Canada, 
381-384;  re-enlists,  384;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  620. 

Cook,  War  ham,  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 631. 

Cooley,  Ariel,  supervises  change 
in  dam,  581  ;  builds  fish  way, 
ib. ;  death  of,  ib. 

Cooley,  Martin,  at  South  Hadley, 
507. 

Coombs,  David,  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  605. 

Coombs,  conveys  Arnold  to  Vul- 
ture, 433. 

Coomb's  Mill  Place,  409. 

Coots.  Ariah,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632,  633. 

Corlet,  Master,  referred  to,  53. 

Corliss,  David,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611. 

Cornwallis,  Lord  Charles,  surren- 
der of,  443,  444. 

Corse,  Ebenezer,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189  ;  in 
Father  Rale's  War,  605. 

Corse  Reuben,  attacked  by  In- 
dians. 26,  27. 

Corss,  Ebenezer,  on  guard  duty, 
31. 

Councillors,  Mandamus,  344. 

Couriers,  official  communication 
made  by,  25. 

Court,  County.  First  house  built, 
87  :  its  cost,  87,  88  ;  the  build- 
ing, 88,  note  ;  aid  invoked. 
225;  proposition  to  build 
Court-House  brought  before, 
317  ;  change  in  sessions  of,  331 ; 
to  be  stopped,    345-.348 ;    mob 
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endeavors  to  stop,  454-456  ;  site 
of  house,  615,  616  ;  mentioned, 
171,  218,  476,  528. 
Court,    General,    orders    men    to 
Northfield,    19;   orders  meet- 
ing of  "  Reforming  Synod  "  at 
Boston,  59 ;   orders  survey  of 
township,  88  ;  makes  prepara- 
tions for  war,  103  ;  expedition 
to  Louisburg  sanctioned,  112, 
113  ;  Hooker's  petition  to,  118, 
note  ;    Strong's  petition,    120  ; 
grant  to  Col.   Stoddard,   171 ; 
grants  land  to  Northampton, 
183;    petitioned    to    divide 
Hampshire  County,   311,  312, 
313 ;    ordered    to    rescind   its 
anti-importation    resolutions, 
325;   prorogued,  ib.;   petition 
to  change  sessions  of  County 
Courts  granted,    331  ;    grants 
Pascomnmck's  petition,    335  ; 
removed  to  Cambridge,  340  ; 
resolutions,    341  ;    session    at 
Salem  dissolved,  342  ;  petitions 
for  aid  for  Boston,  343  ;  pro- 
tests against  obnoxious  laws, 
344  ;   Provincial   Congress  as- 
sumes duties  of,    352  ;   again 
established,   357,    358 ;    Lang- 
ford's  petition  to,   362,   note ; 
proceedings  of    the  Congress 
sent  to,  390  ;  adopts  a  consti- 
tution for  the  State,  392,  393  ; 
raises  Continental  troops,  397  ; 
orders  soldiers  to  Ticondero- 
ga,  400  ;  provides  for  soldiers' 
families,     409,     421  ;    West- 
hampton's  petition,   417,  418 ; 
issues  precepts  for  choice  of 
delegates,  426,   427  ;  attempts 
to  prevent  monopoly  and  op- 
pression, 430  ;  calls  for  men. 
431  ;  new  constitution  adopted 
by,  438  ;  plan  for  drafting  de- 
vised by,   441  ;     fixes    prices, 
445  ;  attempt  to  suspend  judg- 
ment   against    debtors,    448; 
"  Tender  Act,"  451,  465  ;  peti- 
tion to  be  sent  to,  460;  votes  pay 
to  soldiers,  463 ;  Northampton's 
petition  to,  473 ;  asked  to  di- 
vide Hampshire  County,  477  ; 
attempts  to  bring  about  a  bet- 
ter state  of  affairs,  495,  496; 
orders    arrest  of    insurgents, 
496;    approves    Governor's 
measures  and  orders  out  more 
troops,    513 ;    orders    map   of 
every    town,   565 ;    petitioned 


CROWN  POINT. 

against  dam,  579  ;  mentioned, 
158,  167,  174,  176,177,  194,  304, 
326,  327,  396,  398,  416,  425,  428, 
449,  450,  454,  455,  470,  474,  478, 
484,  485,  486,  487,  499,  500,  502, 
505,  511,  517,  524. 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  applied  to.  for  instruc- 
tions about  new  Court-House, 
87,  318  ;  meeting  of,  334  ;  ap- 
points committee  to  build  jail, 
336;  course  approved,  396;  tries 
Seth  Lyman,  439  ;  insurgents 
vote  against,  454,  487  ;  conven- 
ed,456;  session  opposed  by  mob, 
469  ;  Wm.  Butler  tried,  482 ; 
meets  in  Northampton,  488;  at 
Concord,  489  ;  stopped  at  Wor- 
cester, 496 ;  removal  of,  de- 
manded, 501  ;  court  at  Spring- 
field stopped,  ib.;  mentioned, 
389. 
Court,  Supreme  Jiidicial,  threat- 
ened by  the  mob,  491  ;  pro- 
tected, 492-493  ;  refuses  Shays 
demands,  493;  meets  in  North- 
ampton to  try  insurgents,  514 ; 
special  sessions,  518. 
Courtis,  Samuel,  receives  portion 

of  additional  grant,  188. 
Cowen,  David,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 

632. 
Cox,  Benjamin,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 
Cox,   Gad,  in  Loiiisburg  expedi- 
tion, 146. 
Crafts,  Col.,   sent    in    pursuit  of 

Luddington,  509. 
Craige,    Thomas,    signs    militia 
company  agreement,    375  ;  in 
Washington's  army,  387  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  620. 
Crevey,   Daniel,  in   Seven  Years' 

War,  611. 
Crocker,    Daniel,     Revolutionary 

soldier,  620. 
Crowfoot,  Ebenezer,  in  Hawley's 

company,  609, 
Crowly,  Darbe,  in  expedition 
against  Louisburg,  118 ;  in 
Col.  Pomeroy's  division,  134, 
146. 
Crown  Point,  Gov.  Shirley  pro- 
poses an  attack  upon,  149  ;  M. 
Vaudreuil  sent  to  protect,  154  ; 
Indians  killed  near,  159  ;  ex- 
pedition against,  244,  250,  252  ; 
Capt.  Hawley's  journal,  254- 
258 ;  Col.  Pomeroy's  journal, 
260-280 ;    another    movement 
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against,  287  ;  abandoned,  29(5; 
fallen,  297 ;  capture  of,  ;5G3- 
305,  380  ;  Gen.  Carleton  at, 
400;  mentioned,  82,  110,  248, 
259,  272,  275,  286,  288,  298,  381, 
383. 

Cummington,  votes  against  ses- 
sion of  the  court,  390 ;  men- 
tioned, 355. 

Cummins,  Capt.  Jacob,  starts 
with  relief  for  Fort  William 
Henry,  294. 

Cnrson,  Isaac,  schoolmaster,  476  ; 
taught  two  years,  476,  477 ; 
referred  to,  585. 

Curtice,  Nathaniel,  buys  land  of 
town,  46 ;  examines  other 
meeting-houses,  68. 

Curtis,  Nathaniel,  receives  portion 
of  additional  gi-ant.  184. 

Curtiss.  Zacheriah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  620. 

Cushing.  Caleb,  signature,  369. 

Cushing,  Judge,  348. 

Cushing,  Thomas,  in  legislature, 
539,  note. 

Cutler,  Rev.  Manasseh,  purchases 
land,  550. 

Cutler.  Gen.,  lived  at  BrooMeld, 
492. 

Dad  A,  Timothy,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  620. 

Dada,  William,  death  of,  382; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  620. 

Dady,  Nathaniel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  620. 

Damon,  Peter,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Dana,  Daniel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Dancing,  561.  562,  and  note. 

Dailey,  Dominic,  trial  of,  589  ;  ex- 
ecution, 592. 

Danielson,  Corp.  Jno.,  632. 

Danielson,  Brig. -Gen.  Timothy, 
chairman,  349 ;  orders  men 
raised  for  Horse  Neck,  387  ; 
councillor.  438. 

Danks,  Asahel.  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Danks,  Asahel,  sells  homestead, 
336. 

Danks,  Benoni,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  189. 

Danks,  Eli,  death  of,  386  ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier.  620. 

Danks.  Eliakim,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  620. 


DAY. 

Danks,  Ephraim,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189. 

Danks,  Ephraim  Jr.,  Revohation- 
ary  soldier,  620. 

Danks,  Robert,  first  home  lot  of, 
37. 

Danks,  Robert,  released  from  poll- 
tax,  157  ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  189 ;  in  ser- 
vice after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
607. 

Danks,  Samuel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Danks,  Samuel,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant.  190. 

Danks,  Zadoc,  at  Fort  No.  4,  154  ; 
builds  fort  at  Easthampton, 
156  ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  189 ;  owns  one 
negro,  328 ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607  ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  620. 

Danks'  Pond,  mentioned,  91. 

Darby,  David,  drummer,  150  ;  in 
service  after  the  fall  of  Louis- 
burg, 607. 

Dartmouth  College,  555. 

Davenson.  Josiah,  in  Louisburg 
expedition,  146. 

Davis,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Davis,  Capt.  Simeon,  commands 
company  against  Crown 
Point,  252. 

Davis,  William,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  620. 

Day.  Capt.  Benjamin,  starts  with 
relief  for  Fort  William  Henry, 
293. 

Day,  Elijah,  one  of  the  insur- 
gents, 491. 

Day,  Luke,  leader  of  the  rebellion, 
491  ;  raises  men  to  reinforce 
Shays,  497  ;  requests  the  court 
not  to  sit,  502 ;  refuses  to  co- 
operate with  Shays,  504  ;  sum- 
mons Gen.  Shepherd  to  sur- 
render, ib. ;  inactive,  507  ;  joins 
Shays,  508  :  prisoner,  517  ;  re- 
ferred to,  506,  518,  523,  632. 

Day.  Nathan,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Day,  Nathaniel,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  188  ;  car- 
ries off  hay  on  Shepherd's 
Island,  303 ;  beats  drum  at 
Bennington  alarm.  402 ;  a 
whig,  411,  note  ;  furnishes  for 
ordination    dinner,    420 ;     in 
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Seven  Years'  War,  611  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier.  620. 

Day,  Nathaniel  Jr.,  290  ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  611 ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  620. 

Day,  Simeon,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 621. 

Dearborn,  Major-Gen.  Henry,  599. 

Deerfield,  growth  of,  15  ;  garri- 
soned, 17,  22;  ambuscade  near, 
23  ;  farmers  attacked  at,  26  ; 
men  from,  waylaid  by  In- 
dians, 32  :  offers  money  to  in- 
duce Dr.  Porter  to  settle,  86  ; 
refuses  to  pay  towards  new 
Court-House,  87  ;  volunteers 
from,  pursue  Indians,  111,  149; 
men  in  Louisburg  expedition, 
114;  raided,  148  ;  Indians  near, 
150  ;  scouting  party  at,  161 ; 
road  to  Albany  through,  253  ; 
votes  against  session  of  court, 
390 ;  delegates  at,  470  ;  peti- 
tions for  division  of  county, 
478  ;  letters  for,  557  ;  mention- 
ed, 18,  19,  29,  47,  79.  151,  160, 
163.  165,  241,  244,  248,  294,  295, 
317,  331,  347,  364.  373,  460,  477, 
507,  576,  note,  607. 

Dewey,  Capt.  Adijah,  and  com- 
pany ordered  to  scout  in  up- 
per towns,  18,  19. 

Dewey,  David,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 621. 

Dewey,  Ezra,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 621. 

Dewey,  Lieut.  Martin,  marches  to 
relieve  Ft.  WilliamHenry,  294. 

Dewey,  Noah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 621. 

Dewey,  P.  H.,  referred  to,  319, 
note. 

Dewey,  Samuel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  621. 

Dewey,  Solomon,  losses  of,  406  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  621. 

Dexter's  Congregationalism,  cited, 
59. 

Dickinson,  Abner,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611. 

Dickinson,  Serg't  Joel,  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  611. 

Dickinson,  Ensign  John,  386. 

Dickinson,  Josiah,  committee  on 
new  jail,  338 ;  interested  in 
new  school  for  girls,  475. 

Dickinson,  Serg't  Josiah,  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  621. 

Dickinson,  Lydia,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  190. 


DUNSIN. 

Dickinson,  Moses,  reports  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  to  Gen- 
eral Court,  390. 

Dickinson,  Capt.  Reuben,  a  leader 
of  the  mob,  460 ;  demands  re- 
lease of  hostages,  461 ;  agrees 
to  give  Ely  up,  ib. 

Dickinson,  Samuel,  convention  at 
house,  499. 

Dickinson,  Samuel,  taken  to  Can- 
ada by  Indians  and  returned, 
19. 

Dieskau,  Ludwig  A.,  with  army 
at  Ticonderoga,  253  ;  plans  at- 
tack on  Fort  Edward,  ib.; 
wounded  and  prisoner,  269, 
283;  sent  to  Albany,  270; 
forms  a  cul-de-sac,  281 ;  re- 
ferred to,  243. 

Dinsmore,  Capt.  Abel,  hostage, 
460,  462. 

Dinwiddie,  Gov.  Robert,  sends  ex- 
pedition to  Ohio,  244. 

Dody,  Nathaniel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  621. 

Dogs,  recommended  to  hunt  In- 
dians, 21  ;  not  allowed  to  run 
at  large,  83,  84,  98 ;  with 
scouting  party,  105. 

Donaldson,  Thomas,  prisoner,  368. 

Dorchester,  soldiers  in,  362  ;  min- 
ute-men enlist,  377,  378  ;  bar- 
racks in,  386  ;  garrison  duty 
.     at,  399  :  mentioned,  379,  413. 

Douglass,  Dr.,  on  smallpox,  309. 

Downey,  Richard,  prisoner,  368. 

Downing,  Emmanuel,  referred  to, 
52. 

Downing,  Mary,  52. 

Drake,  John,  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
611. 

Dudley,  Lient.-Gov.,  sends  em- 
bassy to  Canada,  28. 

Dudley,  William,  peace  commis- 
sioner to  Canada,  28. 

Dumbleton,  John,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611. 

Dummer,  Gov.  William,  suggests 
expedition  to  Gray  Lock's  fort, 
30,  and  note  ;  appoints  men  to 
scout,  31 ;  letter  to  Col.  Stod- 
dard, quoted,  35  ;  referred  to, 
166. 

Dummitt,  Philobert,  prisoner,  368; 
petitions  for  parole,  370. 

Dumphy,  Thomas,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  621. 

Dunham,  Daniel,  surety  for  Ely, 
457. 

Dunsin,  Mr.,  prisoner,  370. 
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Dtipuis,  Stlvean,  Acadian,  286,  287. 

Durkee,  Benjamin,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  021. 

Dwelly,  Samuel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  612. 

D wight.  Cecil,  farm,  489. 

Dwiglit,  Daniel,  chaplain  at  Fort 
Diimmer.  21.  and  note  2  ;  in 
Father  Rale's  War,  605. 

Dwight.  Rev.  Edward  S..  on  Ca- 
leb Strong,  (luoted,  596. 

Dwight,  Erastus.  put  upon  town 
limits,- 374:  reclaimed,  875; 
Revolutionarj'  soldier,  621. 

Dwight,  Capt.  Henry,  ordered  to 
scout  in  upper  towns,  18 ; 
commands  at  Fort  Dummer, 
20  ;  applies  for  chaplain,  21. 

Dwight,  Jonathan,  member  of 
committee  on  canals,  576,  note. 

Dwight,  Gen.  Joseph,  in  Louis- 
burg  expedition,  114 ;  regi- 
ment divided,  149 ;  in  com- 
mand in  Westeni  Massachu- 
setts, 150  ;  orders  Major  Pom- 
eroy  to  piirsue  Indians,  ib.; 
suggests  having  the  woods 
scoTU-ed,  and  bountj'  for  scalps, 
159,  sent  on  scouting  expedi- 
tion, 161;  commands  soldiers 
raised  for  Canada,  169,  170; 
in  service  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg,  607 ;  referred  to,  118, 
535. 

Dwight,  Madame,  drapes  piilpit, 
408. 

Dwight,  Maurice,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 632. 

Dwight,  Nathaniel,  prepares  plan 
of  inner  commons,  46  ;  chair- 
man Committee  of  Safety,  395. 

Dwight,  Capt.  Nathaniel,  appoint- 
ed captain,  251  ;  marches  to 
the  relief  of  Fort  William 
Henry,  293  ;  referred  to,  259. 

Dwight,  Seth,  in  company  with 
the  Hawleys,  547. 

Dwight,  Thomas,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  570,  note. 

Dwight.  Col.  Timothy,  trader,  8 ; 
committee   to    seat    meeting- 
house,  74  ;    on  committee  to 
care  for   legal    advisers,    94 ; 
on   committee  to  settle  com- 
mon land  controversy,  97 ;  on 
poorhouse    committee,     100 
erects   Fort   Dummer,  104 
surveys  for  line  of  forts,  ib. 
on  committee  to  regulate  the 
schools,  180,  181  ;  receives  por- 
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tion  of  additional  grant,  188 ; 
town  clerk,  194  ;  on  commit- 
tee to  establish  permanent  sal- 
ary for  Mr.  Edwards,  197  ; 
friend  of  Mr.  Edwards,  284  ; 
committee  to  purchase  new 
bell,  308 ;  signs  petition  to 
make  Northami)ton  a  shire 
town,  312  ;  representative,  327; 
chorister,  531;  in  Father 
Rale's  War,  605 ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607 ; 
referred  to,  12,  162,  611. 

Dwight,  Ensign  Timothy  Jr.,  161 ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  188  ;  friend  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 284 ;  committee  on 
workhouse,  317  ;  committee  to 
build  Court-House,  318  ;  raises 
money  for  the  same.  819  ;  on 
committee  to  consider  bill 
pending  in  legislature,  323, 
824  ;  builds  slaughter-house, 
882  ;  committee  to  build  jail, 
386 ;  a  tory,  872,  878 :  com- 
mittee to  consider  constitu- 
tion, 428  ;  delegate  to  conven- 
tion, 454. 

Dwight,  President  Timothy,  anec- 
dote of  John  Stoddard,  173. 

Dwight,  Timothy,  sued  for  tres- 
pass, 96,  97. 

D Wight's  History  of  the  Strong 
Family,  cited,  600. 

Dwight' s  Life  of  Edwards,  cited, 
30  ;  quoted,  41.  46,  note  2,  175, 
note  1,  199,  notes  1  and  3  ;  ci- 
ted, 201  ;  quoted,  202  ;  cited, 
204;  quoted,  214.  224,  note, 
227.  229,  280 ;  cited,  233,  234  ; 
quoted,  287,  289,  548. 

Dwight's  Travels,  quoted,  54,  65, 
166,  178,  176,  577,  581,  582. 

Eager,  Lieut. -Col.,  862  ;  referred 
to,  402. 

Efisthampton,  fort  built  at,  156 ; 
petition  for  preaching  in,  330, 
331  ;  boundary  line,  335 ;  es- 
tablished, 474 ;  Hawley's  land 
in,  545  ;  sickness  caused  by 
dam,  580  ;  school-house  built, 
582,  583 ;  in  sympathy  with 
Mr.  Edwards,  609  ;  schools  in, 
98,  182,  881  ;  mentioned.  26,  91, 
886,  354.  411.  421,  424.  472; 
History  of,  by  Rev.  P.  W.  Ly- 
man, cited,  27,  notes  2  and  3. 

Eastman.  Benjamin,  builds  fort 
at  Easthamptou,    156 ;  in  ser- 
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vice  after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
607. 

Eastman,  Serg't  John,  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  613. 

Easton,  Col.  James,  865  :  proposes 
capture  of  Canada,  376. 

Edwards,  Alexander,  mentioned, 
27. 

Edwards,  B.  Alvord,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  621  ;  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 682. 

Edwards,  Benjamin,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  187  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  621  ;  re- 
ferred to,  815. 

Edwards  Benjamin  Jr.,  Revolu- 
tionary, soldier,  621. 

Edwards  Daniel,  with  Washing- 
ton's army,  387 ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  621. 

Edwards,  Ebenezer,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  187  ; 
referred  to,  408. 

Edwards,  Eli,  sells  land  on  Shep- 
herd's Island,  304  :  narrative, 
432 :  Revolutionary  soldier, 
621  ;  in  Shays  Rebellion,  632. 

Edwards,  Elisha,  485  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  621. 

Edwards,  Rev.  Jonathan,  testimo- 
ny about  some  mighty  contests 
in  Northampton,  86 ;  illness. 
43 ;  chosen  colleague  to  Mr. 
Stoddard,  43,  44  ;  his  call  to 
Bolton,  Ct.,  44,  note  :  terms  of 
settlement,  44,  45  ;  ordained, 
46,  47  ;  buys  homestead,  47, 48; 
waiting  on,  48,  49 ;  salary  in- 
creased, 50.  51  ;  letter  describ- 
ing fall  of  gallery,  75,  76,  quo- 
ted 95,  note  1  ;  town  refuses 
to  pay  for  daughter's  journey, 
99,  note  ;  mount  near  hoiise, 
109  ;  friend  of  Col.  Stoddard's, 
175, and  note;  preaches  funeral 
sermon,  169,  176  :  admitted  in 
division  of  land,  184,  188  ;  per- 
manent salary  granted,  195- 
197  ;  receives  £170  from  pai*- 
ish,  197  ;  great  revival,  198- 
201  ;  accuses  the  young  of 
reading  immoral  books,  202, 
203,  and  notes  ;  refuses  to  ad- 
mit members  to  the  chiu-ch, 
203,  204  ;  publishes  pamphlets, 
204  ;  proposes  a  day  of  fasting, 
205;  denied  the  right  to 
preach  on  the  subject,  207  ;  no 
agreement  with  conference 
committee,  207,  208  ;  opposes 


EDWARDS. 

the  wishes  of  church  and  pre- 
cinct, 210 ;  will  not  accept 
committee's  report,  212  ;  asks 
for  council,  213 ;  argues  his 
case  before  it,  214,  215  ;  offers 
to  resign,  215  ;  again  presents 
his  case,  217 ;  preaches  on  the 
subject,  217-219  ;  objects  to  an- 
other council,  218 ;  calls  an- 
other church  meeting,  219,  220; 
states  his  views  to  Lower  As- 
sociation, 220;  on  a  journey, 
221  ;  selects  members  of  the 
council,  222;  dismissal,  223, 
226 ;  farewell  sermon,  227 ; 
hired  to  preach,  227,  228  ;  last 
sermon,  228  ;  friends  propose 
to  form  new  church,  ib.  ;  coun- 
cil called,  228,  229  ;  letter  to 
Joseph  Hawley,  229 ;  goes  to 
Stockbridge,  230;  letter  to 
Rev.  Mr.  Erskine,  ib.;  reply 
to  Joseph  Hawley's  letter,  231, 
232  ;  friends  of,  234,  608  ;  pre- 
cinct refuses  use  of  sequestered 
land,  235  ;  preaches  occasion- 
ally, 236 ;  describes  condition 
of  affairs  in  the  church,  237  ; 
praises  singing  in  this  town, 
531,  note  ;  his  testimony  of  Jo- 
seph Hawley,  548  :  referred  to, 
58,  79,  168,  238,  239,  419,  535, 
592,  608 ;  Life  and  Character 
of,  quotation  from,  55  ;  Narra- 
tive of  Siirprising  Conversions, 
quoted.  68,  note.  81,  note  2. 

Edwards,  Justin,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  621. 

Edwards,  Lucy,  408. 

Edwards,  Medad,  on  duty  at 
Southampton.  245  :  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  612  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  621. 

Edwards,  Nathaniel,  at  Fort  Mas- 
sachusetts, 154 ;  committee  to 
enlist  men,  432  ;  in  service  af- 
ter fall  of  Louisburg,  607; 
in  Seven  Years'  War,  612 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  621. 

Edwards,  Nathaniel  2d,  killed  by 
Indians,  26,  27:  gun  recovered, 
27 ;  heirs  receive  portion  of 
additional  grant,  185. 

Edwards,  Nathaniel  Jr.,  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  621. 

Edwards,  Noah,  buys  part  of  Shep- 
herd's Island,  304. 

Edwards,  Noah,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612;  serg't  in  Revolu- 
tionary War,  621. 
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Edwards,  Oliver,  at  Quebec,  377  ; 
prisoner,  379 :  reimbursed, 
410 ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
G21. 

Edwards,  Samuel,  ambushed  by 
Indians,  27  ;  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 140,  000 ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
186 ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
621. 

Edwards,  Samuel,  referred  to,  27. 

Edwards,  Sarah.  99. 

Edwards,  Simeon,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  021. 

Edwards,  Solomon,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  021. 

Edwards,  Thaddeus,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  621. 

Edwards,  Timothy,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  621. 

Edwards,  Vester,  sells  land  on 
Shepherd's  Island,  304 ;  in 
Shays  Rebellion,  632. 

Edwards  Street.  48,  and  note. 

Egleston,  Abner,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  621. 

Egremont,  skirmish  with  insur- 
gents in,  517. 

Ellis,  Jonathan,  prisoner,  368. 

Elliot,  Francis,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 621. 

Elliot,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 621. 

Elmer,  Daniel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Elmore,  Edward,  referred  to,  36. 

Elwell,  Moses,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 621. 

El}',  Benjamin,  one  of  the  insur- 
gents, 491. 

Ely,  Justin,  member  of  committee 
on  canals,  576,  note. 

Ely,  Justin,  vote  for,  438. 

Ely,  Martin  Jr.,  killed,  473,  note. 

Ely,  Richard,  schoolmaster.  180. 

Ely,  Samuel,  arraigned,  453  ;  en- 
deavors to  stop  the  court,  454  ; 
sketch  of,  455,  and  note  ;  ex- 
cites the  mob,  456  ;  arrest  and 
trial  of,  457,  458  ;  released,  458, 
459 ;  escapes,  459  ;  hostages 
given  for  his  return,  460. 

Enfield,  represented  at  council, 
222;  mentioned,  34,  241,  555, 
note. 

England,  at  war  with  Spain  and 
France,  102-103  :  fails  to  send 
aid  for  invasion  of  Canada, 
149  ;  peace,  163  ;  extends  con- 
quest   to   Pennsylvania,   243 ; 
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sends  ai"my  under  Braddock, 
ib.;  taxing  America  discussed, 
ih. ;  declares  war  against 
France,  287 ;  taxes  the  colo- 
nies, 321,  322,  325  ;  unjust 
laws,  342-344 ;  the  embargo 
503-504  ;  war  with  France,  598 
war  with  United  States,  599 
mentioned,  2,  15,  85,  36,  198, 
308,  363,  379,  547. 

English,  Jeremiah,  killed  by  In- 
dians, 23. 

Enos,  Col.,  returns  from  Dead 
River,  378  ;  court-martialed, 
378,  note  2  :  referred  to,  379. 

Erskine,  Rev.  John,  referred  to, 
230. 

Erving,  Joseph,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 621. 

Estang,  Charles  H.  Comte  D', 
French  fleet  under,  424. 

Everett,  Edward,  oration  of,  quo- 
ted, 244. 

Eyers,  Major,  defends  Fort  Wil- 
liam Henry,  289, 

Fairfield,  Samuel,  on  guard  at 
Southampton,  245 :  in  Capt. 
Hawley's  company,  609. 

Fairfield,  Capt.  Samuel,  315,  note  ; 
tavern,  381  ;  company  at  Dor- 
chester, 413. 

Fairfield,  Thomas,  in  Hawley's 
company,  609 ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Fairfield,  raided,  423 ;  foundry 
at,  308. 

Falmouth,  peace  with  Indians  rat- 
ified at.  32. 

Fanning,  Cyrus,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  621. 

Farley,  M..  signature,  369. 

Farnum,  Elislia,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  021. 

Farnum,  Jared,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 021. 

Farnum,  Josiah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  621. 

Farr,  Jessial,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 621. 

Farr,  Salmon,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 621. 

Farrand,  Daniel,  preaches  as  can- 
didate, 236.  237  :  declines  call 
to  settle,  237  ;  referred  to,  23S. 

Father  Rale's  War,  15-32. 

Fellows,  Cajjt.  John,  marches  with 
relief  for  Fort  William  Henry, 
294. 

Fellows,  Col.,  362. 
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Fellows,  Parker,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  621. 

Ferguson,  a  prisoner  at  William 
Clark's,  384,  note. 

Ferrel,  Thomas,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition. 145. 

Ferry,  Ebenezer,  buys  land  in 
Pascommuck,  89;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
189. 

Ferry,  Solomon,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  621. 

Field,  Samuel,  petitions  for  divi- 
sion of  county,  478. 

Field,  Samuel,  wounded  by  In- 
dians, 32. 

Filer,  George,  referred  to,  85. 

First  National  Bank,  69,  note  1, 
88,  note,  615. 

Fisher,  Jabez,  signature,  369. 

Fisher,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 621. 

Fisher,  Jonathan,  died  in  army, 
387 ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
621. 

Fisher,  Josiah,  killed  by  Indians, 
110. 

Fisk's  Critical  Period  of  American 
History,  451,  note. 

Fisk's  American  Revolution,  cited, 
397. 

Foot,  Major,  death  of,  275. 

Forbes,  Gen.  Joseph,  in  expedi- 
tion against  Fort  du  Quesne, 
295. 

Fort  Bridgman,  burned,  155, 

Fort  Chamblee,  captured,  376. 

Fort  Dummer,  built,  19,  20 ;  an 
outpost,  21;  a  truck-house,  102; 
burned  and  repaired,  104,  note; 
soldiers  from,  pursue  Indians, 
111;  scouting  party  from, 
wounds  French  commander, 
155,  156;  mentioned,  32,  35, 
110,  159,  160,  168,  245. 

Fort  du  Quesne,  captured,  295. 

Fort  Edward,  253  ;  guard  left  at, 
276  ;  garrisoned,  286 ;  Col. 
Webb  at,  289,  290;  troops 
ordered  to,  407 ;  mentioned, 
271,  282,  293,  294,  403. 

Fort  Frontenac,  captured,  295. 

Fort  George,  name,  289 ;  army 
stores  at.  406. 

Fort  Griswold,  massacre  at,  444. 

Fort  Lyman,  on  Hudson,  253,  254. 

Fort  Massachusetts,  in  Adams, 
105  ;  attacked,  147  ;  captured, 
148 ;  Pomeroy  at,  151  ;  re- 
paired, 153  ;  soldiers  sent  for 
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supplies  attacked,  ib.  ;  scout- 
ing party  from,  154  ;  Indians 
attack,  160  ;  rebuilt,  170  ;  men 
killed  near,  288  ;  soldiers  at, 
299  ;  mentioned,  157,  161,  162, 
245, 253,  note,  254, 266, 283,  289. 

Fort  Nicholson,  army  at,  263,  268  ; 
mentioned,  253. 

Fort  No.  4,  attacked,  153,  154. 

Fort  Pelham,  in  Rowe,  104. 

Fort  St.  Frederick  (Crown  Point), 
Vaudreuil  at,  154. 

Fort  Saratoga,  attacked,  154. 

Fort  Shirley,  in  Heath,  104. 

Fort  William  Henry,  garrisoned, 
286 ;  attacked  and  captured, 
289,  290  ;  reinforcements  sent 
to,  291,  292  ;  mentioned,  293, 
294. 

Fortifications,  line  of  forts  in 
Western  Massachusetts,  104, 
105 ;  fortified  houses,  105 ; 
forted  houses,  106 ;  mounts, 
107,  108;  forts  strengthened, 
244  ;  garrisoned,  245,  249,  288. 

Foster,  Dwight,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576,  note. 

Foster,  Jed'',  signature,  369. 

Foster,  Josiah,  and  family,  cap- 
tured, 288. 

Foster,  Nathaniel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Fowle,  Nathaniel,  interested  in 
new  school  for  girls,  475,  476  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  621. 

Fowler,  Joseph,  legal  opinion  so- 
licited from,  94. 

Fowler,  Samuel,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576,  note. 

Foxcroft,  Rev.  Mr.,  substitute, 
222. 

France,  at  war  with  England,  102, 
103  ;  French  fleet  bound  for 
New  England  coast,  149: 
peace,  163;  England  declares 
war  against,  287  ;  sends  fleet 
to  assist  colonies,  414,  436  ; 
treaty  with,  415  ;  loan  from, 
424  ;  at  war  with  England, 
598,  599  ;  mentioned,  15,  164, 
326,  444,  564. 

Franklin,  John,  536. 

Franklin  Coimty,  part  of  Hamp- 
shire, 102. 

Frary,  Elisha,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Frary,  John,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  187. 

Frary,  Obadiah,  killed,  403  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  621. 
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Frary,  Obadiah,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  187. 

Freeman,  Enoch,  signature,  369. 

Freeman,  Josiah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  621. 

French,  Abiathar,  deserted,  383  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  621. 

French,  Ebenezer,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  622. 

French,  John,  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  612  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

French,  Nathan,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

French,  Samuel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Frink.  Henry,  560. 

Frink,  Rev.  Mr.,  preached  in 
Northampton,  236. 

Frisbee.  Nathan,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Frost,  John,  in  Hawley's  com- 
pany, 609. 

Frost,  Jonathan,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Frye.  Mr.,  476. 

Fulsome,  Capt. ,  sent  against  ene- 
my, 282. 

Gadfire,  Capt.,  made  Major,  284. 

Gage,  Gen.  Thomas,  supercedes 
Gen.  Johnson,  296  ;  appointed 
Governor,  342  ;  injustice  of, 
350 ;  orders  election  of  repre- 
sentatives, 351  ;  countermands 
it,  352  ;  attempts  to  seize  mili- 
tary stores,  359  :  reinforced, 
365 ;  treatment  of  prisoners, 
367. 

Gains,  Ebenezer,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  622. 

Gardner,  Thomas,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Gates,  Gen.  Horatio,  reinforced. 
401,  403,  407 :  surveys  the 
army,  404  ;  referred  to,  405. 

Gee.  Ebenezer,  enlists  for  Quebec. 
379;  Revolutionary  soldier,  622 

Georgia,  conquered,  435,  436  ;  re- 
covered, 444  ;  treaty  with  In- 
dians, 551  ;  mentioned,  424. 

Gerrish,  Joseph,  signature,  369. 

Gibbs,  Ebenezer,  in  pottery  busi- 
ness, 339. 

Gilbert.  Capt.  Daniel,  492. 

Gilbert.  Col.  Thomas.  284. 

Gill.  Moses,  signature.  369. 

Gillet,  Adonijah,  killed  by  In- 
dians, 148. 
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Gillet,  Samuel,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 145. 

Glasgow,  letters  for,  557. 

Goodale,  Isaac,  builds  fort  at 
Easthampton,  156  :  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Goodale,  Cai)t.  Nathan,  399. 

Goodman,  Major.  Insurgents 
plunder  his  house,  507. 

Goodman,  Mr.,  Innkeeper,  499. 

Goodman,  Noah,  Committee  of 
Safety,  385  ;  superintendent  of 
enlistments,  431. 

Goodrich,  Capt.,  sent  to  the  relief 
of  Hampshire  towns,  24. 

Gorham,  George,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Gorham,  Jabez,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Gorham.  Nathaniel,  member  of  in- 
vestigating committee,  465. 

Goshen,  mentioned.  355,  403,  419, 
424. 

Gould.  Noah,  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
612. 

Graham,  Dr.,  house  mentioned,  4, 
note. 

Granby,  letters  for,  557. 

Grant,  Darius,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633. 

Grant,  Lieut.,  289. 

Graves.  Benjamin,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Graves,  Benoni,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Graves,  Cotton,  at  South  Hadley, 
507. 

Graves,  David,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Graves,  Reuben,  at  Fishkill,  434. 

Graves,  Samuel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Graves.  Simeon,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Gray.  Daniel,  publishes  causes  of 
Shays  Rebellion,  500. 

Gray,  Hon.  Harrison,  collector  of 
taxes,  351. 

Gray  Lock,  appears  on  northern 
frontier,  18  ;  attacks  Hatfield 
party,  22  ;  much  mischief  done 
by  him  in  Hampshire  County, 
29  ;  mentioned,  31. 

Gray,  Matthew,  delegate  from 
Pelham,  223  ;  vote,  ib. 

Great  Barrington,  road  to  Albany 
through,  253,  note ;  courts 
stopped  and  judges  compelled 
to  sign  agreement,  490 :  law- 
lessness in,  495  ;  insurgents  in, 
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517  ;  court  in,  536,  mentioned, 
362,  424,  443. 

Greene,  Gen.  Nathaniel,  campaign 
of,  443. 

Green.  Rev.  Mr.,  preaches  as  can- 
didate, 239. 

Greenfield,  Indians  near,  289; 
votes  against  holding  court, 
390  ;  stage  at.  555  ;  mentioned, 
288,  298,  560,  570. 

Greenville,  votes  in  favor  of  hold- 
ing courts,  390. 

Greenwich,  votes  against  session 
of  the  court,  390  ;  mentioned, 
252,  443. 

Griffin,  James,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Griffiths,  Mr.,  dancing  teacher,  563 

Grist-mill  built  on  Mill  River,  92  ; 
dam  raised,  ib.;  lawsuit  set- 
tled, 92.  93. 

Grover,  Thomas,  states  demands 
of  insurgents,  500  ;  flees  from 
justice,  501  ;  requests  court 
not  to  sit,  502. 

Guilford,  Master.  561. 

Guilford,  Simeon,  signs  militia 
company  agreement.  375;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  622. 

Guilford,  Timothy,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Gun,  George,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 622. 

Gun,  William,  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631. 

Hadley,  thatched  roofs,  4 ;  men 
•from,  follow  Indians,  23;  offers 
money  to  induce  Dr.  Porter  to 
settle.  86  :  pays  share  of  cost 
of  Court-House,  87 ;  by-law 
against  dogs  running  at  large, 
98  ;  men  in  Louisburg  expedi- 
tion, 114  ;  men  in  scouting  ex- 
pedition, 161  ;  sends  delegates 
to  council,  222,  223;  sends 
French  neutrals  to  Canada, 
287,  note  ;  soldiers  in  service, 
294,  295  ;  claims  Shepherd's 
Island,  303  ;  for  shire  town, 
312,  313,  note  ;  conventions  at, 
345,  453,  469,  499  ;  mob  in.  373, 
374.  459  ;  soldiers  in  Canada 
expedition,  383 :  men  raised 
for  fotn-  months'  service,  386  ; 
votes  in  favor  of  holding  coiirt, 
390  ;  at  convention  to  regulate 
prices,  431  ;  sides  with  govern- 
ment, 503  ;  insurgents  in,  508  ; 
Gen.    Lincoln's  headquarters 


HAMPSHIRE   COUNTY. 

at,  509,  510 ;  singing-schools 
in,  530  ;  mentioned,  13,  43,  and 
note,  55,  note,  158,  218,  227, 
236,  310,  317,  318,  338,  339,  346, 
380,  381,  383,  419,  433,  439,  457, 
470,  492,  512,  562,  570. 

Hadlock,  Josiah.  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Hale,  Rev.  Enoch,  contributes  to 
Gazette,  481,  516  ;  makes  open- 
ing prayer,  515. 

Hale,  Gideon,  receives  pay  for 
work  on  meeting-hoiTse,  70. 

Hale,  Capt.  Jonathan,  establishes 
factory  for  pottery,  338. 

Hall,  Benajah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Hall,  Rev.  David,  delegate  to  coun- 
cil, 222  ;  vote,  223  ;  referred 
to,  233. 

Hall,  John,  Revolutionary  soldier, 
622. 

Hall,  Jonathan,  delegate  to  con- 
vention. 222  ;  vote,  223. 

Hall,  Jonathan,  wagon  used  for 
transportation,  361,  note. 

Hall.  Simeon,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Halligan,  James,  trial  of,  589  ;  ex- 
ecution, 592. 

Hamilton,  Andrew,  prisoner,  368. 

Hamilton,  Thomas,  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 632. 

Hamlin,  Capt.,  with  insurgents 
plunders  Stockbridge,  516. 

Hampden  County,  part  of  Hamp- 
shire, 102. 

Hampshire  County,  preparations 
for  defence  in,  17  ;  cavalry  in, 
18  ;  captains  eager  to  march 
against  Gray  Lock's  fort,  30  ; 
need  of  a  surgeon  in,  86  ;  coun- 
ties in,  102  ;  minute-men  in, 
103 ;  soldiers  at  Louisburg, 
114,  115,  137;  scouting  parties 
patrol  the  country,  155  ;  cler- 
gymen dismissed  in,  225  ;  re- 
organization of  militia  in,  248  ; 
regiment  enlisted,  249,  251  ; 
reinforcements  from,  293  ;  sol- 
diers on  garrison  duty,  298 ; 
furnishes  men  for  Canada,  299; 
claims  Shepherd's  Island  pur- 
chase monej',  304  ;  division  of, 
311  ;  conventions  in,  345,  452; 
men  raised  to  reinforce  Ar- 
nold, 380,  381  ;  company  sent 
to  Boston,  385 :  meetings  of 
Committee  of  Correspondence 
and  Safety,  389-390,  395,  396 ; 
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soldiers  ordered  to  Ticondero- 
j?a,  400  ;  regiment  to  reinforce 
Gates,  403,  405  ;  anotlier  call 
for  men.  407  ;  attempts  to  reg- 
ulate prices,  431  ;  Habeas  Cor- 
pus Act  suspended,  405  :  di- 
vision of,  proposed,  470,  477  ; 
opposed.  478  ;  postriders  in. 
483  :  represented  at  Hatfield 
convention,  486 ;  insurgent 
leaders  in,  491  :  militia  of,  or- 
dered out,  492:  insurgent 
forces,  from,  495-497  ;  men 
from,  raised  to  crush  rebel- 
lion. 502,  503  ;  Supreme  Court 
in,  518 ;  men  in  St.  Clair's 
armj%  551  ;  post-office  in,  554  ; 
petition  for  division  of,  re- 
fused, 560  ;  meeting  of  inhabi- 
tants, 569 ;  petition  sent  to 
each  town  in,  570  ;  incorpora- 
tors of  canals  from,  576  ;  men- 
tioned, 58,  158,  171,  175,  317, 
344,  253,  286,  390,  395,  312,  333, 
391,  406.  413,  436,  455,  459,  480, 
487.  488,  490. 

Hampshire  County  Bauk,  men- 
tioned. 69.  note  1. 

Hampshire  Gazette,  first  issued, 
480,  481  ;  its  design,  481  ;  quo- 
ted, 348.  note  1,  496,  497,  498  ; 
cited,  499  ;  quoted,  501,  503  ; 
cited.  503,  504,  510,  516,  522, 
note  1.  527,  548,  549.  550,  554, 
555.  557,  558,  562,  570  ;  quoted, 
601. 

Hampshire  Herald,  479,  note. 

Hancock,  John,  vessel  seized,  325  ; 
chosen  Governor,  438  ;  calls 
for  men,  443  ;  presides  at  con- 
vention, 525  ;  in  legislature, 
539,  note  ;  referred  to,  544. 

Hannum,  Asahel,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  622. 

Hannum,  Bennoni,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Hannum,  Eleazar,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  189. 

Hannum.  Joel.  Revolutionarj'  sol- 
dier. 622. 

Hannum.  John,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  188  ;  in 
Hawley's  company,  609  ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  612. 

Hannum.  Samuel,  goes  on  scout- 
ing expedition,  29  ;  receives 
pay  for  losses,  ih.;  on  guard 
duty,  31  ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  188  ;  in 
Father  Rale's  War,  605. 


HATFIELD. 

Hannum.  Seth,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 032. 

Hannum,  Timothy,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  623. 

Hanover,  stage  line  to,  555. 

Hardwick,  sends  men  on  scouting 
expedition,  161  ;  post  route  to, 
483  ;  mentioned,  394,  405,  514. 

Harmar,  Gen.,  defeated,  551. 

Harmon,  Capt.,  in  expedition 
against  Abenakis  at  Norridge- 
wock,  37. 

Harmon;  Eleazar,  373. 

Harriman,  Philip,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  613. 

Hartford,  journey  to,  49,  50  ;  bell 
delivered  at,  308  ;  mentioned, 
42,  43.  158,  394,  410,  419,  433, 
481. 

Hartley,  William,  frozen  to  death, 
499. 

Harvard  College.  Allis  a  gradu- 
ate of,  34 ;  commencement 
mentioned,  49,  63  ;  Rev.  Mr. 
Stoddard  a  graduate  of.  53  ; 
Anthony  Sroddard  a  graduate 
of,  66  ;  John  Stoddard,  a  grad- 
uate of,  165  ;  Pierce  a  gradu- 
ate of,  236,  note  ;  Hawley 
graduated  from,  535  ;  Strong 
a  graduate  of,  594. 

Harvey,  Ebenezer,  at  Fort  Massa- 
chusetts, 154  ;  builds  fort  at 
Easthampton,  156  ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Harvey,  Nathaniel,  in  Hawley's 
company,  609. 

Haskins,  Oliver,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 146. 

Hastings,  Jonathan,  vote  for,  438. 

Hastings,  Dr.  Thomas,  85. 

Hastings,  Dr.  Thomas  Jr.,  sur- 
geon, 85. 

Hatefield,  division  of  Commons, 
583. 

Hatfield,  houses  covered  with 
thatch,  4  ;  party  near,  attack- 
ed, 33  ;  men  ordered  to  pursue 
Indians,  33  ;  meeting-house, 
73  ;  surgeon  in,  85,  86  ;  pays 
share  of  cost  of  Court-House, 
87  ;  men  in  Louisburg  expedi- 
tion, 114,  143;  Gen.  Dwight 
at.  150  ;  men  in  scouting  expe- 
dition. 161  ;  sends  delegates  to 
council,  333,  233  ;  bell  in,  308  ; 
suggested  as  shire  town,  313, 
note  :  sends  relief  to  Boston, 
343  ;  militia  gathering  at,  354  ; 
tories  in,  373  ;  men  raised  for 
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HAVILAND. 

four    months'     service,     386 ; 
votes     in    favor    of     holding 
court,    390  ;   at  convention  to 
regtilate  prices,  431  ;  Sheldon's 
Light-Horse  quartered  in,  436 
convention  in,  453,  454,  456 
men  join  the  mob,  460,  462 
resolutions    adopted,    467 
other    conventions,    466.   469, 
470,    478,    486.    499;     private 
school  in,   476 ;    Mr.    Walker 
buried  in,  514  ;  singing  schools 
in,  530 ;  training  day  in,  564 
mentioned,  17,  18.  19,  34,  47 
52.  63.  65,  94,  96,  98,  104,  105 
1.58,  160,  171,  172,  214,  241,  244 
271,  291,  294,  311,  312,  317,  318 
319,  347,  note,   355,   362,   380 
381,  383.  384,  385,  387.  403,  408 
413,  419.  433,  465,  487,  510,  522 
Haviland,  Col.,  at  Montreal,  298. 
Hawks,  Eleazar,  killed  by  Indians, 

148. 
Hawks,  Lieut. -Col.  John,  in  com- 
mand at  Fort  Massachusetts, 
147,  148  ;  sent  to  Canada  with 
St.  Blein,  156  ;  goes  after  In- 
dian marauders,  163  ;  in  com- 
mand of  forts,  288,  298. 
Hawks,    Paul,    in    Seven    Years' 

War,  612. 
Hawley,  Ebenezer,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  185  ; 
estate  of,  545,  546. 
Hawley,  Lieut.  Elisha,  in  com- 
mand at  Fort  Massachusetts, 
154 ;  released  from  poll-tax, 
157  ;  sent  for  stores,  160  ; 
wounded,  160,  161  ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
185  ;  lieutenant,  245  ;  journal 
referred  to,  252;  commands  a 
company  of  Northampton  men 
at  Crown  Point,  252,  609; 
march  to  Albany,  253  ;  wound- 
ed, 254,  283  ;  his  death,  254  ; 
journal,  254-258  ;  letter  of,  259; 
funeral  of,  272  ;  in  trade  with 
Joseph,  547  ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607 ;  re- 
ferred to,  82,  236,  248,  260,  280, 
285,  535,  545. 
Hawley,  Joseph  1st,  charge  for 
horse  hire,  50,  note  1  ;  referred 
to,  82,  534,  535,  545. 
Hawley,  Joseph  2d,  writes  to  Col. 
Partridge  about  men  for  guard 
duty,  23 ;  and  about  express 
rider  to  Boston,  25  ;  agent  to 
prosecute  trespassers  on  town 


lands,  39  ;  committee  to  choose 
colleague  pastor,  42  ;  commit- 
tee to  sell  land,  45  ;  suicide  of, 
79  ;  good  business  man,  ib. ;  a 
merchant,  80  ;  store,   80,  81  ; 
despondent,  81  :  birth.  82  ;  re- 
ferred to,  8,  12,  254,  535. 
Hawley,  Joseph  3d,  age  at  death 
of  father,  82  ;  agent  for  town 
against  common  land  trespass- 
ers,  96 ;    committee   on  final 
adjustment,    97  ;   chaplain   at 
Louisburg,  114,  119,  535,  606; 
in  Louisburg,  136  ;  builds  fort 
at     Easthamptou,     156 ;     de- 
scribes    scouting    expedition, 
161  ;  boards  the  schoolmaster, 
180 ;  on  committee  to  regulate 
schools,  180,  181  ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  185  ; 
town  clerk,  193  ;  on  committee 
to  establish  permanent  salary 
for  Mr.  Edwards,  197  ;   com- 
mittee to  confer  with  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 207  ;  declines  to  serve 
as  agent  for  the  church,  214  ; 
prepares  document  for  lower 
association,  220  ;  suggests  that 
seven  persons  be  siimmoned  as 
advisers,    221  ;    appointed    to 
manage  case    before  council, 
222  ;   extract  from  his  letter, 
229  ;  writes  to  Mr.   Edwards, 
231  ;  and  apologizes,  232  ;  let- 
ter   to    Rev.    Mr.    Hall,    233  ; 
writes  to  Elisha,  236  ;    turns 
Jones  out  of  pulpit,  238,  239  ; 
ordered    to     enlist    men    for 
Southampton,  245  ;   letters  to 
Col.  Williams,  246,  247.    248  ; 
appointed  major,  248,  535;  sug- 
gestions about  militia  officers 
not  received,  248 ;   committee 
to  repair  forts,  249  ;  never  in 
active  service,  ib.;  settles  offi- 
cers of  regiment,  251  ;  marches 
to  the  relief  of  Fort  William 
Henry,  294  ;  letter,  294,  note  ; 
starts  in  pursuit  of  Indians, 
298  ;  agent  to  prosecute  Strong 
and  Hunt,  302  ;  committee  to 
sell    Shepherd's    Island,   303  ; 
agent  to  defend   suit  against 
Northampton,     311  ;     raises 
money  for  Court-House,  319  ; 
opposes  Stamp  Act,  323  ;  in  fa- 
vor of  indemnitv,  324  ;  mod- 
erator.   326,   389,"  539  ;    repre- 
sentative,  327,  331 ;  tax,  328  ; 
instructions  to,  336,  and  note  ; 
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committee  on  new  jail,  336 ; 
protests  against  acts  of  Pai'lia- 
uient,  340,  341  ;  Committee  of 
Correspondence,  349;  dele- 
gate, ib.;  at  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 353,  353,  357,  540  ;  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection,  354  ; 
member  of  General  Court,  358; 
sends  agent  to  Canada.  363  ; 
address  of,  375  ;  committee  to 
raise  regiment  for  Quebec, 
380 ;  Committee  of  Safety,  385; 
reports  proceedings  of  the 
Congress  to  the  General  Court, 
390 ;  persuades  soldiers  to  re- 
turn, 399  ;  addresses  the  mili- 
tia, 422.  423,  and  note  1  ;  ex- 
cused from  serving  as  select- 
man. 425  ;  on  committee  to 
consider  the  constitution,  428, 
and  note  ;  directed  to  make 
new  draught,  429  ;  committee 
to  enlist  men,  432  ;  vote  for, 
438 ;  examines  Samuel  Ely, 
453  ;  delegate  to  Hatfield  con- 
vention, 454  ;  considers  affairs 
dangerous,  463  ;  siaggests  ap- 
pointing a  committee,  465  ;  let- 
ter to  Caleb  Strong.  465-466  ; 
at  convention  at  Hatfield  and 
Hadley,  469 ;  contributes  to 
Gazette.  481  ;  singers  meet  at 
his  home,  531  ;  life  of,  534-549 
birth  and  education.  534 
studies  law.  535  ;  selectman 
ib. ;  against  Mr.  Edwards,  535 
536 ;  at  the  head  of  the  bar 
536 ;  defends  Warren  and  is 
suspended,  ib.:  fees,  537 
member  of  legislature,  538. 
539 :  intimate  with  John 
Adams,  539 ;  answers  Gov. 
Hutchinson,  ib. ;  declines  to  be 
a  member  of  Continental  Con- 
gress, 540 ;  writes  to  John 
Adams,  540,  541  :  declines  all 
offices,  541  ;  impaired  health, 
541,  543  ;  home  life,  543  :  mel- 
ancholy, 542,  543 ;  personal 
appearance,  544 ;  marriage, 
ib.  ;  gift  to  town,  544,  545  ; 
business.  547  :  prepares  the 
State  for  war,  ib. ;  inspires  the 
soldiers.  547.  548  ;  member  of 
the  church  548 :  character. 
548,  549 ;  complains  of  E. 
Pomeroy.  562,  note ;  monii- 
nient,  566,  567;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg.  607 ; 
referred  to,  173,  353,  354,  266, 
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273,  386,  346,  393,  467,  594, 
603,  613. 

Hawley,  Moses,  brings  suit  against 
the  town,  545. 

Hawley,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
185 ;  opposes  Joseph's  mar- 
riage, 544  ;  in  business  with 
her  sons,  547  ;  referred  to,  534. 

Hawley,  Samuel,  545. 

Hawley,  Thomas,  545. 

Hawley,  MSS.,  quoted,  161,  233, 
note,  236,  254,  466,  610  ;  cited, 
534,  539. 

Hayward.  Nathaniel  P.,  290. 

Haze.  Pliny,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 622. 

Heard.  John  Jr.,  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Heath,  fort  in,  104  ;  attacked,  160, 

Hecon,  Suek,  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
613. 

Helmer,  Wenford,  in  Ely  Insur- 
rection, 631. 

Hemingway,  Silas,  in  Ely  Insur- 
rection, 631  ;  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 632,  633. 

Heminway,  R.,  fifer,  in  Shays 
Rebellion.,  632. 

Henderson.  Gideon,  Sabbath  war- 
den, 100. 

Hendrick.  Israel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Hendrick.  Moses,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Hendricks,  Indian  at  Fort  George, 
268  ;  in  Bloodv  Morning  Scout, 
381. 

Hendricks,  James,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  623. 

Henry.  Patrick.  541. 

Henshaw.  Samuel,  chairman,  534  ; 
fire-warden,  558  ;  school-com- 
mittee, 566  ;  appointed  to  draft 
petition,  570  ;  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576  ;  referred 
to,  559. 

Hickey,  James,  prisoner,  368. 

Higgins,  Edward,  on  duty  at 
Southampton,  346 ;  shot  at, 
346,  247 ;  in  Hawley's  com- 
pany, 609. 

Hill,  Benoni,  in  Father  Rale's 
War.  605. 

Hill.  John,  in  Father  Rale's  War. 
605. 

Hill,  Primus,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 622. 

Hill.  Sally,  teacher.  5S5.  586. 

Hinckley,  H.  R.,  referred  to,  109. 
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Hinckley,  Judeje  Samuel,  skives  ac- 
count of  Shays.  4!)1.  492  :  Reg- 
ister of  Probate.  521  ;  defends 
the  town,  54.")  ;  two  pen  stocks, 
560 :  treasurer,  565  ;  home  lot, 
585. 

Hinds.  Phinehas,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Hinsdale,  fort  at,  surprised  and 
partly  burned,  153  :  man  cap- 
tured at,  155  ;  Indians  at,  295. 

Hitch,  Capt  ,  in-isoner.  370. 

Hitchcock.  Daniel,  lawyer.  328. 

Hitchins.  Robert  Hanniug,  pris- 
oner, 368. 

Hobbs,  Capt.,  attacked  while 
marching  to  Fort  Shirley,  159, 
160. 

Hobby,  Rev.  William,  substitute 
member  of  coimcil,  222  ;  vote. 
223. 

Hodeley,  Philemon,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Hoisington,  Col.,  has  smalli)ox, 
408. 

Holland.  J.  G.,  legend  of  Mt. 
Tom,  84 :  History  of  West- 
ern Massachusetts.  327  ;  cited, 
391.  461.  464,  470  ;  quoted,  479; 
cited,  503,  582. 

Holliday.  Jonah,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  622. 

Holmes.  Benjamin,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  622. 

Holmes,  Oliver  Wendell,  quota- 
tion. 604. 

Holten.  S..  signature,  369. 

Homes,  Benjamin,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Hooker,  John,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576,  note. 

Hooker.  Rev.  John,  boards  school- 
master, 180 :  preaches  here, 
239  :  in%'ited  to  settle,  240  :  ac- 
cepts, 241  ;  ordination,  ib.  ; 
salary.  240.  241  :  offers  prayer 
when  minute-men  start.  360  ; 
death  of,  408  ;  sketch  of,  410- 
411  :  monument  to  his  mem- 
ory, 411  ;  referred  to,  381,  529, 
600. 

Hooker.  John,  wounded  in  Louis- 
burg,  118,  and  note  ;  in  Col. 
Pomeroy's  company,  146 ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  612. 

Hooker,  Mary,  421. 

Hooker.  Sarah,  sui)plies  the  pul- 
pit, 409,  416  ;  furnishes  for  or- 
dination dinner,  420  ;  wood 
furnished,  421. 


HUBBARD. 

Hooker,  Seth,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Hooker,  Rev.  Thomas,  410. 

Hoosack.  Pomeroy  sent  to,  151  ; 
disaster  at.  249 ;  road  to  Al- 
bany through,  253  ;  soldiers 
killed  at.  288,  289  :  guard  at, 
299  ;  mentioned.  163, 

Hopkins,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel,  pre- 
pares life  of  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards, 55,  note  ;  quoted.  227  ; 
at  Hadley,  510 ;  referred  to, 
471.  note  2. 

Hopkins.  Rev.  Mr.,  prayer  at  or- 
dination. 241. 

Hopkins,  Rev.  Solomon,  member 
of  council.  419. 

Horril.  John,  prisoner.  368. 

Hours  in  a  Library.  L.  Stephen, 
quoted.  202.  note  1. 

Housatonnuck.  Rev.  Mr.  Chaun- 
cey  preaches  in,  43,  note ; 
Stoddard's  land  in.  171  ;  men- 
tioned, 118,  168,  228. 

House.  Major  James,  284. 

Houses  of  early  settlers,  1  ;  chim- 
neys, 2  :  fireplaces,  ih.\  "lean 
to,"  4  ;  front  door.  ib. :  forti- 
fied, ib.,  note;  kitchen  and 
furniture,  5-9. 

How,  Nehemiah,  captured  and 
carried  to  Canada.  110,  111. 

How.  Gen.  William,  at  New  York, 
384.  394. 

Howard.  Benjamin.  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Howard.  Nathaniel  P.,  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  612. 

Howard,  Noah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 622. 

Howe.  George  A.,  death  of.  294, 
295. 

Howland,  Seth,  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  612. 

Hoyfs  Indian  Wars,  cited,  148, 
■  153  ;  quoted.  250  :  cited.  297. 

Hubbard.  Capt.  Israel,  Committee 
of  Safety.  385. 

Hubbard.  John,  insurgent,  cap- 
tured. 513. 

Hubbard.  John  W.,  referred  to, 
109. 

Hubbard,  Capt.  Jonas,  377,  378 ; 
wounded,  378,  379. 

Hubbard,  Rev.  Jonathan,  member 
of  coiincil.  222  ;  moderator, 
223  ;  vote,  ib. 

Hubbard,  Stephen,  signs  militia 
compaiiyagreement.  375;  Rev- 
oliitiouary  soldier,  622. 
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Hndson  &  Goodwin,  printers, 
481. 

Hndson,  Zenas,  Revolutionary  srjl- 
dier,  622. 

Hnghe.s,  Hugh,  prisoner.  368. 

Hughes,  Jno.,  in  Shays'  Rebellion, 
633. 

Hulberd,  Stephen,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Hulbert,  James,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  187 ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  612. 

Hulbert,  Seth,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622  ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632. 

Hull,  Amos,  home,  191,  316. 

Hull.  Bathsheba,  house,  191,  316; 
referred  to,  328,  416. 

Hunt,  Dea.  Ebenezer,  shop  burned 
and  rebuilt,  39,  40  ;  account  of 
building  the  new  meeting- 
house, 70 :  journal,  7-'),  76, 
note  1  :  committee  to  settle 
common  land  disputes,  97  ;  on 
committee  to  improve  schools, 
181 ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant.  186  ;  describes 
flood  in  1770,  192,  note ;  on 
committee  to  establish  perma- 
nent salary  for  Mr.  Edwards. 
197  :  on  committee  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Edwards,  207  :  de- 
sired to  obtain  copy  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Williams'  sermon.  209  : 
lieutenant,  248  ;  sleigh  carried 
away.  315 :  committee  on 
workhouse.  317  ;  raises  money 
for  Court-House.  319 ;  com- 
mittee to  consider  bill  pending 
in  legislature.  323  :  hatter,  328; 
account  of  flood,  329  ;  carries 
on  pottery  business,  339  ;  re- 
ferred to,  615. 

Hunt,  Dr.  Ebenezer,  Committee  of 
Corresjwndence,  349;  dele- 
gate, ib.:  clerk,  349,  351  ;  en- 
deavors to  stop  the  mob,  373, 
374  ;  committee  to  settle  new 
minister,  419 ;  interested  in 
girls'  school,  476 :  representa- 
tive, 523  :  visits  Hawley,  543  ; 
against  girls  in  public  schools. 
551  :  fire-warden,  558  ;  memo- 
randum, 558.  note :  member 
aqueduct  company.  559 :  ap- 
pointed to  meet  legislative 
committee.  561  :  .<»chool-com- 
mittee,  566:  appointed  to  draft 
petition,  570  :  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,   576  ;   home 


HUNT. 

lot,    585 ;    Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622  ;  referred  to,  440. 
Hunt,  Elijah,  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence,  349 ;    Inspection 
and  Safety,  354,  400;  ensign, 

354  ;  captain,  356  ;  wagon  used 
to  carry  baggage  to  camp,  361, 
note  ;  receiver  for  Hampshire 
County,  391  ;  committee  to  .set- 
tle new  minister,  419 ;  vote 
for,  438  ;  delegate.  469. 

Hunt,  Elijah  Jr.,  signs  X)aper  re- 
nouncing   British    authority, 

355  ;  in  service  after  fall  of 
Louisburg,  607  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  622. 

Hunt,  George,  551  ;  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 632.  633. 

Hunt,  Jared,  Revolutionary  .sol- 
dier. 622 ;  corporal,  631. 

Hunt.  Joel,  bam  rebuilt,  440 ;  in 
Hawley's  company,  609 ;  re- 
ferred to,  .551. 

Hunt,  John,  boards  the  school- 
master, 180 :  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  187  ;  buys 
portion  of  highway,  1 93  :  pe- 
titions for  precinct  meeting, 
206. 

Hunt,  John,  captain  of  militia 
company.  248 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Hunt,  Comet  John,  fined  for  re- 
fusing the  office  of  constable, 
301,  302. 

Hunt.  John  Jr.,  arrested  for  ma- 
licious mi.schief,  315. 

Hunt.  Jonathan,  buys  homestead 
of  Benjamin  Janes,  89 :  heirs 
of.  in  lawsuit  with  town,  312. 

Hunt.  Lieut.  Jonathan,  receives 
I)ortion  of  additional  grant. 
187  ;  petitions  for  precinct 
meeting.  206  :  in  Father  Rale's 
War.  605  ;  referred  to,  246. 

Hunt,  Jonathan,  referred  to.  39. 

Hunt.  Jonathan,  two  children  kill- 
ed. 329 :  committee  to  settle 
new  minister,  419;  on  ordina- 
tion committee.  420 :  surety 
for  Lyman.  439 :  ensign  in 
Seven  Years'  War.  612 :  Revo- 
lutionary soldier.  622. 

Hunt.  Joseph,  mount  built  near 
his  house,  108 ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  187 ; 
owns  two  .slaves.  328. 

Hunt.  Levi.  527.  note. 

Hunt  Mr«.  Luther,  school  days, 
.586.  note. 
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Hunt,  Samuel,  signs  militia  com- 
pany agreement,  375  ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  622. 

Hunt,  Serg't,  referred  to,  107. 

Hunt,  Lieiit.  Setli,  reinforces  army 
in  Canada,  381  ;  with  regiment 
enlisted  for  six  weeks,  403 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier.  622  ;  re- 
ferred to,  107. 

Hunt,  Thomas,  527,  note. 

Hunt's  Journal,  quoted,  40. 

Hunter,  John,  killed,  506. 

Hutchens,  Hezekiah,  560  ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  623 :  ensign. 
632. 

Hutchins,  Joseph,  shoemaker.  328; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  622. 

Hutchinson,  Ebenezer,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
187. 

Hutchinson,  Moses,  referred  to,  89. 

Hutchinson,  Thomas,  chief  justice, 
536. 

Hutchinson,  Gov.  Thomas,  340  ; 
declines  to  convene  legisla- 
ture, 341  ;  attempts  to  revive 
the  militia,  354,  355 ;  claims 
Parliament  has  a  right  to  leg- 
islate for  us.  539  ;  testimony 
to  Hawley,  538  ;  referred  to, 
356,  539. 

Hutchinson,  History  of  Massachu- 
setts, quoted,  167,  note,  175. 

Indians,  fourth  conflict  with,  15  ; 
on  the  war  path,  16 ;  burn 
town  of  Brunswick,  17  ;  Cana- 
da, join  the  Abenakis,  ib.  ; 
treaty  with  Canada  unsuccess- 
ful, ih.;  commissioners  sent 
to  Five  Nations.  18,  24  ;  con- 
ference at  Deerfield  not  suc- 
cessful, 18  ;  delegation  of,  at 
Boston,  ih.;  raid  on  northern 
,  frontier,  ib.;  depredations  at 
Northfield.  19 ;  engaged  to 
scout  at  Fort  Dummer,  21  ; 
ambuscade  near  Deei'field,  23  ; 
selling  liquor  to,  forbidden,  23, 
24 ;  leave  Canada  for  New 
England,  24  ;  at  Deerfield  and 
Springfield,  26  :  attack  i)arty 
in  Pomeroy  meadows,  26,  27 
discovered  near  Westfield,  27 
Norridgewocka  defeated,  ib. 
fight  near  Ossipee,  28  ;  dele- 
gates refuse  peace  commission- 
ers' terms,  ib. ;  attack  men 
from  Deerfleld  and  Fort  Dum- 
mer, 32;  peace  with,  ib.;  trade 


with,  102  ;  attack  New  Eng- 
land towns,  147  ;  fight  at  Bars, 
148  ;  at  Southampton,  152, 155, 
163,  246,  247  ;  defeated  near 
Fort  Massachusetts,  153;  other 
forts  attacked,  but  assailants 
driven  away,  ib.;  surprise  a 
party  near  No.  4,  156  ;  attack 
Capt.  Melvin's  party,  159  ;  at- 
tack Fort  Massachusetts,  160 ; 
peace  Avith.  163  ;  sell  land  to 
Stoddard,  168 ;  negotiations 
with,  ib. ;  on  the  warpath,  245, 
249,  250  ;  employed  in  Crown 
Point  expedition,  267,  268; 
wagons  attacked  by,  265;  leave 
the  army,  271  ;  with  Dieskau, 
281,  note,  282;  in  Western 
Massachusetts,  288,  289 ;  at- 
tack prisoners,  290 ;  at  Col- 
rain  and  Hinsdale,  295 ;  last 
raid,  297,  298  ;  outrages,  415  : 
defeat  Gen.  Harmar  and  St. 
Clair,  551  ;  referred  to,  286, 
292,  297,  300,  319,  401,  424. 

Ingersoll,  Capt.  Jonathan,  killed, 
283. 

Ingersoll.  Thomas,  lays  out  Stock- 
bridge,  168. 

Island  Battre.  attempt  to  capture, 
128,  129,  130. 

Jameson,  Col.,  sends  message  to 
Arnold  of  Andre's  capture, 
434,  435. 

Janes,  Benjamin,  sells  homestead, 
89. 

Janes,  Elisha,  in  Hawley's  com- 
pany, 609 ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 623. 

Janes,  Jonathan,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 146,  606  ;  Committee 
of  Inspection,  353 ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  623. 

Janes,  Obadiah.  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 623. 

Janes,  Samuel  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  623. 

Janes,  Samuel,  settles  in  Pascom- 
muck,  89  ;  builds  fort  at  East- 
hampton,  156  ;  released  from 
poll-tax.  157  ;  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189  ;  peti- 
tions for  "noon  house,"  305, 
and  note  ;  in  service  after  fall 
of  Louisburg,  607  ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  623. 

Jay,  Chief  Justice  John,  treaty 
with  England,  504.  569. 
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JEWET. 

Jewet,  Timothy,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 682. 

Johnson,  Capt.,  boards  Seth  Pom- 
eroy,  894. 

Johnson,  William,  commands 
army  against  Crown  Point, 
252,  258  ;  sends  detachment 
against  Dieskau,  254  ;  reviews 
army,  255  ;  wounded.  288  ;  ap- 
points officers  to  fill  vacancies, 
284  ;  erects  Fort  William  Hen- 
ry, 289 ;  succeeds  Gen.  Pri- 
deaux,  296 ;  referred  to,  256, 
260,  261,  265,  266,  267,  274. 

Jones,  Benoni.  referred  to,  89. 

Jones,  Giles,  prisoner,  868 ;  en- 
listed in  Continental  army, 
899  ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
628. 

Jones,  Ichabod,  prisoner,  367. 

Jones,  Uriah,  prisoner,  368. 

Jones,  William,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 623. 

Judd,  Asahel,  builds  fort  at  East- 
hampton,  157  ;  death  of,  386  ; 
in  service  after  fall  of  Louis- 
biarg,  607  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 623. 

Judd,  Rev.  Jonathan,  admitted  in 
division  of  land,  184,  189 
member  of  council,  214,  241 
preaches  in  Northampton,  228 
house  fortified,  headquarters 
for  guard,  246  ;  goes  to  Hat- 
field for  guard,  247  ;  expe- 
rience with  a  prisoner,  402, 
408:  member  of  council,  419; 
referred  to,  246 ;  diary,  quo- 
ted, 230  ;  cited,  286  ;  quoted, 
345,  378,  374,  458.  469  ;  cited, 
470,  471,  474;  quoted,  487, 
489. 

Judd.  Jonathan  Jr.,  captain,  355  ; 
vote  for,  438  ;  account  of  mob 
at  Springfield.  494:  diary, 
quoted,  386,  848.  854,  865,  457, 
458,  461,  462,  468.  494,  .509,  516, 
565,  note  1. 

Judd,  Samuel,  committee  to  enlist 
men,  432 ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  612  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 628. 

Judd.  Samuel,  provides  room  for 
school,  182;  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  186  ;  re- 
ferred to,  886. 

Judd,  Samuel  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  623. 

Judd,  Simeon,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 


KENTFIELD. 

Judd,  Sylvester,  quoted,  359,  381, 
488,  448,  545,  616. 

Judd,  Thomas,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  188. 

Judd,  William,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  186 ;  peti- 
tions for  land  in  highway,  193  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  623. 

Judd's  History  of  Hadley,  quoted, 
236. 

Judd  MSS.,  cited.  26:  quoted,  40, 
81,  154,  161,  169,  170,  174,  203, 
note.  234,  247,  384  ;  cited,  405  ; 
quoted,  411,  461,  491,  492;  ci- 
ted, 534  :  quoted,  543  ;  cited, 
575,  582  ;  quoted,  586,  610,  616. 

Kanard,  Moses,  in  Ha wley's  com- 
pany, 609. 

Keeling.  Robert,  prisoner,  enlisted 
in  Continental  army,  399 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  623. 

Kellogg,  Chester,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  628. 

Kellogg,  Daniel,  delegate,  222 ; 
vote,  223. 

Kellogg,  Eli,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 623. 

Kellogg,  Joseph,  bearer  of  dis- 
patches to  Canada,  17  ;  captain 
in  command  at  Northfield  dur- 
ing winter,  19 ;  goes  to  Albany 
to  enlist  Indians,  21  ;  interpre- 
ter, 24  ;  truck-master  at  Fort 
Duminer,  102 ;  in  command 
there,  104,  note  1  ;  referred  to, 
21. 

Kellogg,  Levi,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 623. 

Kellogg,  Moses,  lieutenant,  886. 

Kellogg,  Nathaniel,  lieutenant  un- 
der Seth  Pomeroy.  150  ;  asked 
to  relieve  Major  Pomeroy.  151; 
in  Boston.  152  ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Kelly,  Hugh,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Kelton,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 623  ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632. 

Kendrick,  James,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  623. 

Kenfield,  Mrs.  Dan,  receives  pay 
for  service  at  ordination  din- 
ner. 420. 

Kenfield.  Nathan,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  628. 

Kentfield,  Daniel,  hired  to  serve, 
441 ;  in  Hawley's  company, 
609 ;    in    Seven    Years'    War, 
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613;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
623. 

Kentfield,  Dan.  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  623  ;  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 633. 

Kentfield,  Ebenezer,  referred  to, 
107. 

Kentfield,  Gad,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 623. 

Kentfield,  George,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Kentfield,  Naphtali,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  623. 

Kentfield,  Nathaniel,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  189  ; 
in  Father  Rale's  War,  605. 

Kentfield,  Noah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  623. 

Kentfield,  Mrs.  Noah,  receives  pay 
for  service  at  ordination  din- 
ner, 420. 

Kentfield,  Shem,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Kinderhook,  road  to  Albany 
through.  253.  note ;  Pomeroy 
at,  278  ;  soldiers  at.  292,  293, 
294  ;  mentioned.  254,  255. 

Kine,  Rev.  Timothy,  member  of 
council,  419. 

King.  Abigail,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  188. 

King,  Apollos,  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  612. 

King,  Benjamin,  bearer  of  dis- 
patches, 25. 

King,  Capt.,  362. 

King,  Daniel,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  188. 

King,  Lieut.  David,  on  board  man- 
of-war  during  attack  on  Louis- 
burg,  118,  134. 

King,  Deacon,  confers  with  mob, 
462. 

King,  Ensign  Douglas,  355. 

King,  Eleazar,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  188  ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  612. 

King,  Eleazar,  teaches  school,  307. 

King.  Elihu,  narrative,  405  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  623  ;  in  Ely 
Insurrection,  631  ;  in  Shays 
Rebellion,  632. 

King,  Elijah,  arrested  for  mali- 
cious mischief,  315. 

King,  Elijah,  on  duty  at  South- 
ampton. 245. 

King,  Elijah.  272 ;  in  Hawley's 
company.  609  ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

King,  Ensign  John,  356  ;  on  deer 


KINGSLEY. 

hunt,  439  ;  witness,  439,  440  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  623  ;  in 
Ely  Insurrection,  631. 

King.  John,  in  Father  Rale's  War, 
605. 

King.  Joseph,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633. 

King,  Serg't  Josiah,  in  Father 
Rale's  War,  60b. 

King,  Medad,  on  guard  duty,  31  ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  188  ;  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  605  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 623  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631. 

King,  Paul,  hostage,  460,  462  ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  612. 

King,  Phinehas,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  190  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  623. 

King,  Phinehas,  waits  on  Mr.  Ed- 
wards to  New  Haven,  48. 

King,  Samuel,  in  Louisburg  expe- 
dition, 145,  606  ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant.  190;  in 
service  after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
607  ;  lieutenant,  609  ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  612  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  623  ;  referred  to, 
615. 

King,  Samuel  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  623  :  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 631  ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632. 

King,  Silas,  on  duty  at  Southamp- 
ton, 246  ;  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
612 ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
623. 

King,  Ens.  Simeon,  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  612. 

King,  Thaddeus,  enlists  for  three 
months,  387 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  623  ;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 631. 

King,  Titus,  carried  to  Canada, 
250  ;  teaches  school,  250,  307  ; 
petition  to  town,  421  ;  in  ser- 
vice after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
607 ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
623. 

Kingsley,  Aaron,  referred  to,  332. 

Kingsley,     Ebenezer,     on     guard 
duty,    31  ;    serg't   under  Seth 
Pomeroy,    150 :    receives   por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  189 
lieutenant,  248;    killed,    285 
in  Father    Rale's    War,    605 
sergeant,    607 ;    in    Hawlej''s 
company,  609. 

Kingsley,  Elijah,  referred  to,  191. 
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KINGSLEY, 

Kingsley,  Enos,  with  Moses  buys 
grist-mill,  builds  new  dam,  93; 
sigus  militia  company  agree- 
ment, ;575 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 633. 

Kingsley,  Haines,  goes  in  pursuit 
of  Indians,  155;  a  tory,  872; 
put  on  town  limits,  374 ;  in 
service  after  fall  of  Louisburg. 
007  ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
623. 

Kingsley,  John,  referred  to,  35. 

Kingsley,  .Jonathan,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  186 ; 
in  Hawley's  company,  609 ; 
referred  to.  278. 

Kingsley,  Moses,  builds  grist-mill, 
92  ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  186 ;  one  negro, 
328 ;  signs  militia  company 
agreement,  375  ;  committee  to 
obtain  beef,  437  ;  Revolution- 
arj'  soldier,  623. 

Kingsley,  Samuel,  builds  grist- 
mill, 92  ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant ,  186  ;  friend 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  234. 

Kingsley,  Dea.  Supply,  on  com- 
mittee to  settle  common  land 
controversy,  97 ;  lieutenant, 
103  ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  185  ;  singers  meet 
at  his  house,  531  ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  612. 

Kinnard,  Moses,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Kinnev,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 623. 

Kirkland,  Harvey,  referred  to,  482. 

Kirkland,  John,  lieutenant,  387 ; 
captain.  405  ;  insane,  ib. 

Kirkland's  Block,  mentioned,  88. 

Knap,  Ebenezer,  in  Hawley's  com- 
pany. 609. 

Knight,  Capt.  John,  prisoner,  368. 

Knight,  Lucius,  at  Chamblee,  382. 

Knowlton,  Dr.  Charles  L.,  re- 
ferred to,  600. 

La  Jonquiere,  de,  in  command 
of  French  fleet  that  threatened 
New  England  coast,  152. 

Lafayette,  Marquis  de.  presents 
swords  to  officers.  492. 

Lake  George,  army  encamp  near, 
253,  286;  mentioned,  251,  268, 
282,  384. 

Lamb,  Mrs.  M.  J.,  Framers  of 
Constitution,  quoted,  596. 

Lamb's  Wire  Mill,  mentioned,  92. 
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Lambie's  Block,  mentioned,  88, 
482. 

Lancey,  de.,  Lieut.-Gov.  of  New 
York,  292. 

Lancton,  John,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 146. 

Lancton,  Jonathan,  at  Louisburg, 
606. 

Lane,  Abraham,  S.  H.,  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  623. 

Lane,  Capt.  Ebenezer,  fire-warden, 
558 ;  school-committee,  566  ; 
member  of  committee  on  ca- 
nals, 576. 

Lane,  Mr.,  teacher,  587. 

Lanesborough,  Jno. .  prisoner,  368. 

Langdon.  Master,  307. 

Langford.  George,  loses  his  gun, 
361,  362  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 623. 

Langton.  George,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  623. 

Langton,  John,  purchases  Benoni 
Jones'  homestead.  89. 

Langton,  Samuel,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  187 ;  in 
Father  Rale's  War.  605. 

Lathrop,  J.  S.,  referred  to.  109. 

Lathrop.  Rev.  Dr..  tradition  con- 
cerning Rev.  Mr.  Stoddard,  58. 

Launson.  Jacob,  278. 

Lave.  Mike,  prisoner.  368. 

Leavitt,  Rev.  Mr.,  substitute  mem- 
ber of  council,  222. 

Legg.  John.  Revolutionary  soldier, 
623. 

Lenox.  Convention  in,  490. 

Leonard,  John,  on  commission  to 
build  forts,  104. 

Levi,  M.  de,  attempt  to  recapture 
Quebec,  298,  299. 

Lewis,  Cato,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 633. 

Lexington,  first  battle.  359  ;  men- 
tioned. 356,  361.  364.  880,  440. 

Liflfingwell,  Wm.,  in  Ely  Insur- 
rection, 631. 

Light,  Robert,  prisoner,  368. 

Lime.  Peter,  prisoner.  368. 

Lincoln,  Major  Benjamin,  wound- 
ed, 404  ;  in  command  of  forces 
against  insurgents.  498,  502 ; 
at  Worcester,  504 ;  receives 
Shays'  proposition.  505  ;  orders 
militia  to  Springfiald.  ib.  ; 
marches  against  Day.  508  ;  dis- 
patches a  force  to  pursue  Lud- 
dington,  509  ;  marches  in  pur- 
suit of  Shays.  510,  511,  512  ; 
at  Hadley,   510;  reconnoiters 
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enemy's  position,  511  ;  flag  of 
truce  sent  to,  ib.:  discharges  a 
portion  of  his  army,  513  ;  re- 
ceived the  approval  of  the  leg- 
islature, lb. ;  commissioner, 
519  ;  referred  to,  503,  507,  517. 

Lodge,  Henry  Cabot,  Studies  in 
History,  cited,  597,  598,  602, 
603. 

Lomer,  Charles,  S.  H.,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  623. 

Longeuil,  M.  de,  attacked  Fort 
William  Henry,  289. 

Longfellow'sEvangeline,  286,  note. 

Longmeadow,  meeting-house,  73  ; 
bell,  308,  note ;  soldiers  at 
Springfield,  495  ;  men  join  in- 
surgents, 497  ;  mentioned,  138, 
222,  241,  433,  459,  514. 

Loomer,  Darius,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 633. 

Loomer,  Fred,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633. 

Loomis,  Amos,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  185. 

Loomis,  George  L.,  referred  to, 
109. 

Lothridge,  Capt.  Robert,  marches 
to  relieve  Fort  William  Henry, 
293. 

Loudon,  Earl  of,  commander-in- 
chief,  287  ;  countermands  ex- 
pedition against  Crown  Point, 
288 ;  attempts  capture  of 
Louisburg,  289  ;  removed,  294. 

Louisburg,  troops  from,  capture 
Canseau,  103;  expedition 
against,  112-118  ;  surrenders, 
118  ;  wages  of  troops  in  expe- 
dition, 120,  note  2  ;  returned 
to  the  French,  164 ;  another 
attempt  to  capture,  289  ;  cap- 
tured, 294.  295  ;  mentioned, 
119,  149,  156,  535. 

Lovefield,  a  division  of  the  com- 
mons, 583. 

Lovewell,  Capt.  and  men  killed  in 
fight  with  Indians  near  Ossi- 
pee,  28. 

Lucas,  Amaziah  at  Saratoga,  443  ; 
Rerolutionary  soldier,  633. 

Lucas,  Asa,  Revolutionary  soldier, 
623. 

Lucas,  Asahel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624. 

Ludden,  Asa,  lieutenant,  443. 

Ludden,  Levi,  death  of,  386. 

Luddington,  Daniel,  one  of  the 
insurgents,  491 ;  captures  gov- 
ernment   troops  and  is   cap- 
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tured,  509 ;  sentenced,  514, 
515 ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
624. 

Lurvey,  James,  434,  note. 

Lyman,  Abner,  constable,  373 ; 
at  (c^uebec,  377  ;  sergeant,  386  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  624. 

Lyman,  Abner,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  184  ;  buys 
land,  615. 

Lyman,  Benjamin,  on  guard  duty, 
31  ;  buys  school  lands,  91  ;  re- 
ceives portion  of  additional 
grant,  189  ;  friend  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 234 ;  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  605. 

Lyman,  Benjamin,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  189  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  624. 

Lyman,  Col.,  fire-warden,  558. 

Lyman,  Cornelius,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624  ;  Serg't  in  Shays 
Rebellion,  631. 

Lyman,  David,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624. 

Lyman.  Dr.,  acts  as  chaplain,  510 ; 
referred  to,  465. 

Lyman,  Elias,  in  expedition  against 
Louisburg,  120,  606  ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
188  ;  tavern,  315,  note  ;  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  and 
Inspection,  349,  353,  354:  mem- 
ber Provincial  Congress,  357 ; 
committee  to  settle  new  min- 
ister, 419  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624. 

Lyman,  Elias  Jr.,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  190  ;  Rev- 
olutionarj'  soldier,  624. 

Lyman,  Elijah,  ensign,  356  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  624. 

Lyman,  Elisha,  joiner,  328  ;  signs 
militia  company  agreement, 
375  ;  furnishes  for  ordination 
dinner,  420 ;  interested  in 
school  for  girls,  475  ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  624. 

Lyman,  Erastus,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 633. 

Lyman,  Father,  referred  to,  232. 

Lyman,  Gad,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  185 ;  peti- 
tions for  precinct  meeting,  206; 
on  committee  to  consider  bill 
pending  in  legislature,  323. 

Lyman,  Ens.  Gideon,  with  scout- 
ing party,  161 ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  188  ; 
refeiTed  to,  107, 
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Lyman,  Lieut.  Gideon,  on  com- 
mittee to  settle  common  land 
dispiTtes,  97  ;  starts  after  In- 
dian marauders,  152  ;  in  com- 
mand at  Fort  Massachusetts, 
154 ;  petitions  for  precinct 
meeting,  206  ;  in  command  of 
company,  248 ;  petitions  for 
liberty  to  buy  Shepherd's 
Island,  303 ;  representative, 
327  ;  soldier  after  fall  of  Lonis- 
bnrg,  607  ;  referred  to,  314. 

Lyman,  Lient.  James,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
185 ;  petitions  for  precinct 
meeting,  206  ,  school-commit- 
tee, 306. 

Lyman,  Joel,  553  ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624. 

Lyman,  John  and  Moses,  buy 
Mather  homestead.  65. 

Lyman,  Capt.  Jno.,  in  scouting 
expedition,  161  ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  185  ; 
in  service  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg,  607. 

Lyman.  John,  referred  to,  13,  69, 
note,  1,  544. 

Lyman,  John,  fined  for  refusing 
office,  87 ;  petitions  for  pre- 
cinct meeting.  206  ;  tax.  328  ; 
Committee  of  Correspondence, 
349 ;  Inspection  and  Safety, 
354 ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
624. 

Lyman,  Jonathan,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624. 

Lyman.  Capt.  Joseph,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
185 :  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence, 349  ;  Inspection  and 
Safety,  353,  354  ;  signs  paper 
renouncing  British  authority, 
355  ;  captain,  356  ;  signs  mili- 
tia company  agreement.  375  ; 
at  Ticonderoga,  384  ;  captain 
Northampton  company,  386  ; 
furnished  for  ordination  din- 
ner, 420  ;  committee  to  obtain 
beef,  437  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624  ;  referred  to,  544. 

Lyman,  Judge  Joseph,  homestead, 
319,  note  ;  referred  to,  192. 

Lyman,  Rev.  Joseph,  member  of 
council.  419  ;  preaches  funeral 
sermons,  408,  601  ;  fiuieral  ser- 
mon on  Caleb  Strong,  quoted, 
593,  594,  601,  602. 

Lyman,  Joshua,  corp.  iu  Father 
Rale's  War,  605. 


Lyman,  Cai)t.  Josiah,  company 
near  Quebec,  382. 

Lyman,  Lemuel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624. 

Lyman,  Levi,  postmaster,  557 ; 
two  pen  stocks,  560  ;  in  Shays 
Rebellion.  632. 

Lyman,  Luke,  signs  militia  com- 
pany agreement,  375  ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  624  ;  referred 
to,  462. 

Lyman,  Major,  aid  to  Gen.  Shep- 
herd. 506. 

Lyman,  Master,  561. 

Lyman,  Medad,  in  expedition 
against  Louisburg,  120,  606  ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  185. 

Lyman,  Mercy,  wife  of  Major 
Hawley,  544. 

Lyman,  Mindwell,  setting  out,  13, 
14. 

Lyman,  Moses  and  John,  buy 
Mather  homestead,  65 ;  re- 
ferred to,  69. 

Lyman,  Capt.  Moses  Jr.,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
185  ;  in  service  after  fall  of 
Louisbiirg,  607 ;  referred  to, 
107,  203,  note. 

Lyman,    Moses,    referred    to,    69. 

Lyman,  Nathan,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant.  189 ;  in 
Father  Rale's  War,  605. 

Lyman,  Noah,  with  scouting 
party,  161  :  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Lyman,  Noah,  with  Seth  Pom- 
eroy,  394, 

Lyman,  Oliver.  Committee  of  In- 
spection, 353  ;  lieutenant,  356  ; 
captain,  386,  399,  402,  403  :  mi- 
litia captain.  442 ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  624. 

Lyman,  Phebe.  593. 

Lyman.  Gen.  Phinehas,  ordered  to 
build  fort.  253;  asked  to 
assist  in  presenting  the 
church's  case,  214;  Major 
Hawley  studies  with,  535. 

Lyman,  Phinehas,  surety  for  Ly- 
man, 439  ;  confers  with  mob, 
462. 

Lyman.  Richard,  referred  to.  544. 

Lvman.  Samuel,  friend  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  234. 

Lyman,  Samuel,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576,  note  ;  in 
Elylnstirrection.631  ;  in  Shays 
Rebellion,  633. 
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Lyman,  Samuel,  member  of  legis- 
lature. 570. 

Lyman,  Seth,  kills  Allen  on  deer 
hunt,  439  ;  acquitted,  ib.;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  624. 

Lyman,  Seth  Jr.,  at  Quebec,  377  ; 
deserted,  399;  killed.  551;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  624 ;  re- 
ferred to,  399. 

Lj'man,  Thomas,  with  company  in 
service  at  Boston,  386  ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  624. 

Lyman,  Timothy,  lieutenant,  424. 

Lyman,  Capt.  William,  lieutenant 
under  Seth  Pomeroy,  150  ;  sec- 
ond in  command  at  Fort  No. 
4.  154 ;  siiperintends  building 
of  fort  in  Easthampton,  156  ; 
released  from  poll-tax,  157 ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  185  ;  permitted  to  fence 
in  beach  on  island.  191  ;  lieu- 
tenant, 245,  248  ;  captain  en- 
lists company  of  sconts,  251  ; 
with  Pomeroy  at  Crown  Point, 
251,  252 ;  sent  to  reinforce 
armv,  285  ;  committee  to  build 
Coui-t-House,  318,  319,  and 
note  ;  captain  of  militia,  354  ; 
at  Louisbiirg,  606  ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607  ; 
referred  to,  259,  284. 

Lyman,  William,  interested  in 
new  school  for  girls,  476  ; 
member  of  aqiiedxict  company, 
559  ;  appointed  to  meet  legis- 
lative committee,  561. 

Lyman,  William,  Major-Gen.,  or- 
ders troops  to  Saratoga,  262; 
referred  to,  255,  257,  261,  268, 
277,  279. 

Lyman,  William,  teaches  school, 
476. 

Lyman,  Zadoc,  wife  accused  of 
reading   immoral  books,   206. 

Lynde,  Samuel,  corporal  under 
Seth  Pomeroy,  150  ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg.  607. 

Lyon,  Marcus,  death  of,  589. 

McCali-um,  Alexander,  referred 
to,  559. 

McCredge,  Jno.,  jn-isoner.  368. 

McCullock,  Henry,  sentenced,  514, 
515  ;  referred  to,  516,  519. 

McDonald,  Michael,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  624. 

McDougal,  Gen.  Alexander,  394. 

McFadyen,  Daniel,  prisoner,  368, 
370. 
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McGinnis,  Capt.,  mortally  wound- 
ed, 282. 

McKinstry,  John,  preaches  for 
first  precinct,  237,  and  note. 

McKoun,  Joseph,  and  family  car- 
ried to  Canada,  298, 

McLane,  Cuthbert.  316. 

McLane,  John,  sells  land  to  Amos 
Hull,  316. 

McMasters,  Daniel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624. 

McMaster's  History  of  American 
People,  quoted,  337,  note  1  ; 
cited,  485. 

McMillen,  Jeremiah,  wounded, 
506. 

Machirn,  Jno.,  prisoner,  368. 

Mackey,  William,  prisoner,  368. 

Maine,  Indians  of,  dispute  the 
claims  of  the  British,  15,  16  ; 
companies  enlisted,  103; 
troops  from,  404 ;  mentioned, 
32,  113. 

Majory,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624. 

Mann.  Elias,  singing-master,  569, 
583. 

Mansion  House,  mentioned,  558. 

Marchants,  John,  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Marchants,  Joseph,  at  Fort  Massa- 
chusetts, 154 ;  builds  fort  at 
Easthampton,  157  ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Marsh,  Capt.  Moses,  marches  to 
the  relief  of  Fort  William 
Henry,  294. 

Marsh.  Timothy,  surety  for  Ely, 
457. 

Marshall,  Ethan,  in  Washington's 
army,  387  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624. 

Marshall,  Huram,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  624. 

Marshall,  Lydia,  wife  of  Joseph 
Hawley,  534. 

Marshall,  Samuel,  buys  grist-mill, 
92 ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  186  ;  referred  to, 
107,  534. 

Marshall,  Samuel  Jr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  186. 

Massachusetts,  engaged  in  hostili- 
ties with  Abenakis,  15  ;  issue 
of  paper  money  in,  84  ;  settle- 
ments in  Western,  102  ;  com- 
panies enlisted  in,  103  ;  fur- 
nishes men  for  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 113 ;  troops  raised 
for  Canada,    149,   296 ;  alarm 
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Massachusetts. 
in,  290  ;  troops  raised  in  1758, 
295  ;  smallpox  among  Indian 
tribes  in,  809 ;  new  govern- 
ment formed.  392-393  ;  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  393 ; 
Continental  troops  raised  in, 
397  ;  one  half  the  militia  in 
active  service,  401  ;  troops 
from,  on  road  to  Saratoga, 
404  ;  constitution  rejected,  425; 
convention  to  form  new  gov- 
ernment, 426  ;  accepted,  429  ; 
currency,  436  ;  representatives 
instructed,  448  ;  last  call  for 
rnen,  449  ;  conventions  in,  452, 
453  ;  pardons  all  but  Ely.  465  ; 
appoints  committee  to  investi- 
gate, ib.;  troubles  increase, 
483,  484  ;  legislature  fails  to 
remedy  the  evils.  484  ;  citizens 
loan  money  to  quell  rebellion, 
502 ;  citizens  of,  seized,  519  ; 
convention  held  to  ratify  con- 
stitution. 524,  525  ;  new  post- 
office  in,  554 ;  stage  lines  in, 
555,  556  ;  accepts  constitution, 
596-597 ;  President's  call  for 
troops  in,  599  ;  mentioned,  17, 
54,  150,  153,  158.  167,  169,  170, 
252,  353,  276,  286,  287,  288.  291, 
317,  342,  343,  364,  365,  372.  376, 
880,  391,  405,  406,  412,  423,451, 
517,  540. 

Massachusetts  Gazette  and  Gen- 
eral Advertiser,  479,  note. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Collec- 
tions, quoted,  62,  64,  434,  465. 

Massachusetts,  Records  of,  59, 
note  3. 

Masters,  Daniel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624. 

Mather,  Cotton,  denounces  Stod- 
dardeanism,  57  ;  quoted,  75, 
note  1. 

Mather,  Rev.  Eleazar,  referred  to, 
53,  58,  69,  note  1. 

Mather.  Eliakim,  referred  to,  65. 

Mather,  Elisha,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 624. 

Mather.  Increase,  denounces  Stod- 
dardeanism,  57 ;  defends  in- 
oculation, 309  ;  referred  to.  60. 

Mather,  Chief  Justice  Samuel,  390, 
488. 

Mather,  Dr.  Samuel,  committee  to 
seat  meeting-house.  74  ;  teach- 
er and  ph5'sician.  85  :  commit- 
tee to  regulate  schools.  180 ; 
receives  ])ortion  of  additional 
grant,  186  ;   on  committee  to 
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establish  permanent  salary  for 
Mr.  Edwards,  197 ;  on  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 207  ;  friend  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. 234  ;  seeks  permission 
to  build  pew,  304  ;  tax,  328  ; 
associated  with  Joseph  Haw- 
ley,  534,  543. 

Mather,  Samuel,  vote  for,  438. 

Mather,  Samuel,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 033. 

Mather,  Timothy,  member  of 
aqueduct  company.  559  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  624. 

Mather,  William,  arrested  for  ma- 
licious mischief,  815. 

Matterson,  John,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624. 

Mattoon,  Ebenezer,  committee  on 
jail,  338  ;  at  Concord,  431  ;  ap- 
pointed to  draft  petition,  570. 

May.  Ezra,  chosen  major,  355  ; 
colonel.  403  ;  at  battle  of  Be- 
mis  Heights,  404. 

May.  James,  prisoner,  368. 

Mayher,  Isaac,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 624. 

Maynard's  Hoe  Shop,  mentioned, 
92. 

Meacham,  John,  prisoner,  enlisted 
in  Continental  army,  399 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  624. 

Meeting-Hoiise.  new  one  in  agita- 
tion, 67,  68  ;  other  houses  ex- 
amined and  materials  gath- 
ered, 68,  69;  location,  69;  work 
commenced,  70-71  ;  accidents, 
71 ;  spire  and  pews,  71,  72  ;  in- 
terior, ib.;  four  houses  like 
this  one,  73;  seating  and 
weather-vanes,  73,  and  note  ; 
rules  for  seating  committee, 
74  ;  seating  plan,  75  ;  first  oc- 
cupied, ib.\  accident  in  old 
meeting-house.  75,  76  ;  old  one 
disposed  of,  77 ;  di.sorder  in, 
ib.  ;  porches  and  clock,  ib.  ; 
lightning  strikes,  280; weather- 
cock bought,  ib.;  repaired  304, 
307.  425,'  478  ;  new  bell  for, 
broken  and  replaced,  3  08, 
309 ;  alteration  in  seating  of, 
314  ;  too  small,  327  ;  to  be  pa- 
trolled, 380:  Hill,  old  home 
lot  on.  615.  616. 

Melvin,  Eleazar.  captain  of  scout- 
ing party  attacked.  159. 

Mercer,  Col.,  death  of.  287.  288. 

Meriam.  llez^kiali.  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624. 
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Merrick.  Capt.,  of  Munson,  348. 

Merrick,  Capt.  James,  starts  with 
relief  for  Fort  William  Henry, 
293. 

Merrick.  Rev.  Noah,  second  min- 
ister at  Southampton,  38. 

Metcalf.  Josejih,  seized  by  insur- 
gents, 519. 

Midah,  fiddler,  502. 

Middlefield,  insurgents  captured 
in,  509. 

Middlesex  County,  court  stopped 
at,  489  ;  militia  of.  ordered 
out,  490.  498  ;  convention  in, 
495  :  militia  ordered  to  Spring- 
field, 505  ;  Supreme  Court  in, 
518  ;  referred  to,  314,  351. 

Mill  River,  its  channel,  191 ;  bridge 
built  over,  192.  304-305  ;  mill 
trench,  316  ;  flood.  329. 

Miller,  Aaron,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  188. 

Miller,  Abram,  wounded  by  In 
dians,  26-27. 

Miller.  Abraham,  released  from 
poll-tax.  157  ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Miller,  Ebenezer,  mount  built  near 
house,  108  ;  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  605. 

Miller,  Jacob,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 624. 

Miller,  Lieut.  John,  on  guard 
diTty,  31  ;  mount  built  near 
house,  109  :  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  187;  in 
Father  Rale's  War,  605;  re- 
ferred to,  107. 

Miller.  John,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  188. 

Miller,  John.  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624. 

Miller,  Joseph,  waits  on  Mr.  Ed- 
wards to  New  Haven,  48. 

Miller,  Roger,  sick  at  Boston,  142  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  624. 

Miller,  Sarah,  marries  Jonathan 
Allen,  440. 

Miller,  Zebadiah,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  188  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  624. 

Miller's  Life  of  Edwards,  228. 

Minot's  Insurrections  in  Massa- 
chusetts, cited,  452,  484,  486, 
488.  522. 

Minute-men,  352,  356  ;  Northamp- 
ton, start  for  seat  of  war.  359, 
360  :  at  Cambridge  and  Rox- 
bury,  361  ;  at  Dorchester,  362  ; 
return,  ib. ;  rush  to  front,  365. 
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Missisquoi  Bay,  headquarters  of 
Gray  Lock,  22,  29,  30. 

Money,  Continental,  421 ;  decrease 
in  value,  442,  note  2,  445,  446 ; 
very  little  coin  in  circulation, 
448  ;  counterfeit,  450. 

Monroe,  Col.  George,  in  command 
at  Fort  William  Henry,  289  ; 
defends  the  fort,  290. 

Montague,  Capt.,  stationed  at 
Albany.  413. 

Montague,  David,  boatman  for 
Arnold,  433. 

Montague,  John  Jr.,  marriage,  13. 

Montague,  Peter,  in  Louisbiirg  ex- 
pedition, 146 ;  carried  into 
Louisburg  sick,  136. 

Montague,  Samuel,  delegate  from 
Sunderland,  223. 

Montague,  represented  at  conven- 
tion, 349 ;  votes  in  favor  of 
holding  court,  390 ;  canal  to 
be  built  around.  Falls,  576 ; 
mentioned,  501,  507. 

Montcalm.Marquisde, in  command 
of  French  forces,  287 ;  cap- 
tures Oswego.  287-288;  cap- 
tures Fort  William  Henry, 
289,  290 ;  returns  to  Canada, 
293  ;  death  of,  298  ;  referred 
to,  291. 

Montgomery,  Gen.  Richard,  in 
command.  376  ;  killed  at  Que- 
bec, 377  ;  referred  to,  378. 

Montreal,  campaign  against,  296  ; 
reduction  of,  298 ;  captured, 
376  ;  mentioned,  28,  297,  299, 
377,  380. 

Moody,  Ezra,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632,  633. 

Moody,  Noah,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633. 

Moody,  Rev.  Samuel,  593. 

Moore,  William,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576,  note. 

Moore,  William,  prisoner,  368. 

Morgan,  Judah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624. 

Morristown,  winter  quarters  at, 
424  ;  mentioned,  384,  387. 

Morse,  John,  deputy  sheriif .  536. 

Morse,  Thomas,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624. 

Morse's  Geography,  cited,  582. 

Morton,  Noah,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 146. 

Morton,  vSalmon,  death  of,  384. 

Moseley,  Lieut.  David,  pursues 
Indian  marauders,  152  ;  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  385. 
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Moseley,  Col.  John,  387 :  com- 
mands regiment  to  reinforce 
Gates,  403. 

Moseley,  Jonathan,  petition  re- 
fused, 396. 

Mott,  Capt.  Edward,  in  charge  of 
expedition  against  Ticondero- 
ga,  364,  365. 

Moulton,  Capt.,  in  expedition 
against  Abenakis  at  Norridge- 
wock.  27. 

Mt.  Holyoke,  naming  of,  84. 

Mount  Tom  fenced  for  sheep  pas- 
ture, 83  ;  origin  of  name,  84  ; 
mentioned,  69,  89. 

Murray.  Hannah,  sues  the  town, 
571. 

Murray,  Col.,  ofl&cers  of  regiment 
resign,  356  ;  in  command,  433. 

Murray.  Gen.,  at  Montreal,  298; 
defeated  at  Quebec,  ih. 

Murrey.  Matthew,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624. 

Murray,  Seth,  captain,  387,  403. 

Murray  field,  road  from  Northamp- 
ton to,  314;  men  in  first 
Hampshire  regiment,  3  55; 
votes  against  session  of  court, 
390  ;  mentioned,  389,  419. 

Muster-rolls,  1722  to  1725,  605-606  ; 
soldiers  at  Louisburg,  145, 146, 
606  ;  soldiers  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607  ;  Capt. 
Elisha  Hawley's  company  at 
Crowm  Point,  609  ;  soldiers  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  610-615  ; 
Revolutionary  soldiers,  616- 
630  ;  Capt.  Allen's  Mob  Roll, 
1782.  631  ;  Capt.  Allen's  Pay- 
Roll,  1786,  631-632;  Capt.  Rus- 
sell's Pay-Roil,  1787,  632-633. 

Naich,  Thomas,  prisoner,  368. 

Nash,  Daniel,  605. 

Nash,  Elisha,  head  of  mob,  462  ; 
in  Shays  Rebellion,  633. 

Nash,  Enos.  delegate  from  Had- 
ley,  223. 

Nash,  Josiah,  in  Loui.sburg  expe- 
dition, 146,  606  ;  sick.  136. 

New  England,  8,  9  ;  troops  in 
Louisburg  expedition,  113; 
company  from,  137 ;  French 
and  Indians  harass  frontier, 
147  ;  levies  at  Louisburg,  149  ; 
fh-st  schools  in,  182  ;  great  re- 
vival, 198-201  ;  freed  from  en- 
emy, 388 ;  successful  raids 
made  upon  the  coast,  415  :  no 
troops  from,  in  the  South,  436  ; 
46 
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no  manufactures  in,  526; 
church  music  in,  529-530 ;  in- 
terested in  settlement  of  Ohio, 
550 ;  first  canal  in,  576 ;  en- 
dorses. Gov.  Strong,  600 ;  men- 
tioned, 138,  152.  164,  202,  239, 
240,  309,  321,  350,  392. 

New  Englander,  quoted,  44,  note  ; 
cited,  58,  59. 

New"  Hampshire,  engaged  in  hos- 
tilities with  Abenakis,  15  ;  set- 
tlements in,  102  ;  furnishes 
men  for  Louisburg  expedition, 
113;  southern  bounclary  line 
adjusted,  153  ;  Indian  attack 
in,  245  ;  people  killed  in,  249, 
250,  288  ;  insurgents  flee  to, 
512  ;  stage  line  in,  555  ;  men- 
tioned, 28,  127,  243,  253,  295, 
297,  379. 

New  Haven,  company  of  volun- 
teers raised  in,  364 ;  raided, 
423  :  mentioned,  43,  48,  49,  266. 

New  Jersey,  sent  money  for  expe- 
dition against  Louisburg,  113  ; 
Washington  driven  from,  388  ; 
successful  raids  upon,  415 ; 
mentioned,  237,  379,  433. 

New  London,  soldiers  in,  413, 
threatened,  423  ;  expedition 
against,  444. 

New  York  City,  captured,  379 ; 
Washington  near,  387 ;  in 
hands  of  enemy,  388  ;  Bur- 
goyne  marches  to,  401  ;  only 
point  held  by  British,  415,  424, 
444  ;  mentioned,  44,  434,  435. 

New  York  State,  voted  money  and 
guns  for  expedition  against 
Louisburg,  113;  troops  for 
Canada  raised  in,  149,  376 ; 
tribes,  169  ;  commissioners  ap- 
pointed, 170  ;  English  settle- 
ments in,  243  :  call  for  soldiers 
from,  264,  291  ;  alarm  in,  290  ; 
not  in  sympathy  w^ith  insur- 
gents. 469  ;  insurgents  flee  to, 
512  ;  mentioned.  104,  233,  282, 
292,  384,  387,  516,  517,  572,  576, 
.589. 

New  York  Col.  Documents,  quo- 
ted, 28.  note,  147,  153,  note  1, 
154,  note  1. 

New  York  Historical  MSS.,  quo- 
ted, 161. 

Newport,  captured.  388.  414,  415. 

Newspapers,  no  daily.  479  ;  circu- 
lated by  postriders,  482  ;  in- 
fluence, 483. 

Niagara,  mentioned,  244,  255,  287. 
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Niverville,  Sieur  Baptiste  Bouch- 
er de,  his  forces  attack  Fort 
No.  4,  153  ;  destroys  property, 
154,  and  note  1  ;  leads  attack 
on  Fort  Massachusetts,  161. 

Northampton,  first  houses  in,  1  ; 
men  from,  on  garrison  duty, 
17  ;  Indians  attack  party  from, 
26  ;  men  on  guard  duty  in,  31  ; 
in  dauger  from  roving  bands 
of  Indians,  33.  34  ;  not  forti- 
fied, 34  ;  schoolmaster's  salary 
increased,  ib.;  sewer  contro- 
versy, 34,  35  ;  testimony  of 
Jonathan  Edwards,  36,  37  ; 
care  of  paupers,  37  :  trespass- 
ers fined,  39  ;  baiting  cattle 
prohibited,  40  ;  appoints  com- 
mittee to  provide  colleague 
pastor,  42  ;  terms  of  settle- 
ment proposed,  44,  45  ;  sells 
land,  45,  46  ;  buys  homestead 
for  Mr.  Edwards,  47,  48  ;  pays 
Mr.  Edwards'  companion  on 
journeys,  48  ;  journey  from  to 
Boston,  50,  and  note  ;  Mr. 
Stoddard's  funeral  sermons 
printed,  52 ;  votes  to  build 
new  meeting-house,  67,  68,  71; 
revivals,  68  ;  borrows  money, 
72  ;  instructs  seating  commit- 
tee, 74  ;  justices  to  preserve 
order  in  meeting-house,  77  ; 
bounty  for  killing  crows,  83, 
310,  574 ;  maps  of.  83,  565  ; 
sheep  raising,  83  ;  dogs  not 
allowed  to  run  at  large,  83,  84, 
98 :  physicians  and  surgeons 
in,  85,  86;  school  building 
moved,  86  ;  town-meetings 
held  in  meeting-house,  87  ; 
Court-House  and  town-house 
built,  87,  88  ;  pays  share  of 
cost,  87  ;  Soiithamjiton  taxes, 
88 ;  town  officers  elected  by 
plurality  vote,  88,  89  ;  school- 
ing at  Pascommuck.  89,  90 ; 
sells  school  lands.  91  ;  grants 
grist-mill  privilege,  92,  93  ; 
seeks  legal  advice  over  com- 
mon land  conti'oversy,  93,  94  ; 
settled  for  ten  years,  94,  95  ; 
again  in  dispute,  95 ;  suits 
against  trespassers,  96  ;  finally 
settled,  97  ;  grants  land  to 
Southampton,  ib,  ;  schools  in 
outer  districts  established,  98  ; 
highway  encroachments  dealt 
with,  99 ;  refuses  Mr.  Ed- 
wards'i*equest,  ib.,  and  note  ; 
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almshouse,  100,  327  ;  disorder 
among  the  youth,  100  ;  Sab- 
bath wardens  appointed,  100, 
101  ;  number  of  deaths  in,  101; 
soldiers  from  Worcester  sent 
to,  106  ;  town  divided  into 
squadrons,  106,  107  ;  forted 
houses,  100  ;  mounts  in  differ- 
ent parts  of,  107-110  ;  volun- 
teers from,  pursue  Indians, 
111  ;  furnishes  men  for  expedi- 
tion against  Louisburg,  114  : 
soldiers  return  home,  118, 119  : 
none  killed,  119  ;  their  names, 
120;  releases  soldiers  from 
poll-tax,  157  ;  vote  about  wood 
for  schools,  179 ;  boards  the 
schoolmaster,  ib.;  appoints 
committee  to  improve  the 
schools,  180.  181  ;  new  school- 
house  in  Second  Precinct,  181  ; 
makes  allowance  for  deprecia- 
tion in  currency.  182,  183  ;  di- 
vision of  the  land  granted  by 
legislature  in  1702,  183  :  rules 
of  division,  183,  184 ;  number 
of  acres  in  meadow  land,  190  ; 
takes  measures  to  prevent  Mill 
River  overflowing  its  bank, 
191 ;  new  bridge  and  cost,  192, 
329  ;  new  pound  built,  192 ; 
sells  portion  of  highway, 
193 :  town  warrants  not  re- 
corded, 193,  194  ;  precinct 
meetings,  194,  206,  207  ;  per- 
manent salary  granted  Mr. 
Edwards,  195-197;  special 
committee  to  preserve  order 
on  the  Sabbath,  197,  198;  great 
revival  in,  198-201  ;  good  re- 
sults, 200  ;  dismissal  of  Jona- 
than Edwards,  223,  224  ;  not 
wholly  to  blame,  225,  226; 
Rev.  Mr.  Hooker  called,  240 ; 
ordained,  241  ;  cost  of  ordina- 
tion, 242  ;  inventory  of  stock 
of  ammunition,  244;  sends 
guard  to  Southampton,  245 ; 
soldiers  from,  march  to  Crown 
Point,  253.  285  ;  French  neu- 
trals in,  286,  287  ;  sends  men 
to  Ticonderoga.  295  ;  soldiers 
march  for  Canada,  296  ;  war 
not  discussed  in  town-meeting, 
300  ;  fines  for  refusing  town 
offices,  301,  302  ;  new  school- 
houses  built,  302,  303,  331,  528  ; 
claims  Shepherd's  Island, 
303;  hires  only  grammar 
schoolmaster,  304  ;  refuses  re- 


INDEX. 


075 


NORTHAMPTON. 

qviej^t  to  use  school-house  Sun- 
clay,  805,  and  note  :  appoints 
school-committee,  30()  ;  in- 
structs them,  80(5,  807  ;  meet- 
inf^-house  repaired.  807  ;  pur- 
chases new  ])ell,  8()S,  809  :  old 
bell  sold.  80!)  :  land  sold,  810; 
new  jail  built,  ih.;  indicted 
for  defective  highway,  811, 
884  ;  no  opposition  to  division 
of  coiuity.  811,  314;  lawsuit, 
812  ;  petitions  to  be  made  the 
shire  town,  812,  818,  and  note  ; 
new  road  to  Westhampton, 
814  ;  young  men  arrested,  815  ; 
sleigh-rides,  815,  note  ;  claims 
island  formed  by  mill  trench, 
810  ;  proposes  to  build  woi'k- 
house,  817  ;  new  town  hall.  ib. ; 
newCourt-House,  317-820  ;  ap- 
points committee  to  consider 
bill  pending  in  legislature,  323; 
town  action  on  the  same,  ib. ; 
declines  to  send  delegates  to 
convention,  326 ;  with  South- 
ampton forms  one  representa- 
tive district  826,  327 ;  census, 
327,  828;  slaves,  828;  town 
taxes,  828,  829 ;  damage  by 
rain  and  flood,  829  ;  bridge  car- 
ried away.  /7).;  county  courts 
held  in.  381  ;  grants  West- 
hampton's  petition,  833.  418  ; 
town-meetings.  38  8;  people 
warned  out  of  town,  833, 
384.  532,  583  ;  bounty  for 
wolves,  3  34,  338;  grants 
Pascommiick's  petition,  334, 
335  :  new  jail  built,  836 ;  de- 
scription, 887  ;  another  one 
built.  887,  338  ;  horse-blocks, 
838,  and  note,  477 ;  pottery, 
338,  339,  526  ;  burying  yard 
improved.  339 ;  fails  to  re- 
spond to  Boston's  appeal,  341, 
343  ;  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence chosen,  349  ;  conven- 
tion in,  349-351  ;  Committee  of 
Inspection.  858  ;  an  article  in 
warrant  respecting  Province 
taxes,  ib. :  militia  companies 
in.  854,  356,  375  ;  provides  am- 
munition, 358,  402,  408;  men 
start  for  the  war,  360  ;  at  Rox- 
bury,  361  ;  prisoners  sent  to 
jail.  367,  368,  870  ;  political 
parties  in.  371.  872;  tories  in 
jail,  372  :  resolutions  against 
mobs.  374  ;  tories  put  on  town 
limits,  ib. ;  men  in  Quebec  ex- 
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X)edition,  377  ;  their  return, 
379  ;  Highlanders  in  jail,  384  ; 
soldiers  enlisted  in,  885,  386  ; 
muster,  886  ;  meeting  of  Com- 
mittees of  Correspondence  in, 
389  ;  votes  in  favor  of  holding 
court,  890  ;  furnishes  sui)plies 
for  the  army,  391  ;  warrant  for 
town-meeting,  392  ;  votes  for 
permanent  form  of  govern- 
ment, ib. ;  new  constitution 
accepted,  393  ;  meeting  of 
Committees  of  Safety,  in  395  ; 
doings  of  the  convention,  896  ; 
enlists  men  for  Continental 
army,  398,  422  ;  bounty,  398  ; 
soldiers  return  wnthout  leave, 
899  ;  votes  pay  for  soldiers, 
399-400  ;  men  for  Ticonderoga, 
400-401  ;  other  calls  for  men, 
401,  408,  405,  412,  418,  432,  433, 
435,  441,  442,  448,  449  ;  alarm 
in,  401  ;  Hessian  prisoners  at. 
402 ;  men  lose  knapsacks  and 
clothing,  406 ;  smallpox  in, 
407 ;  builds  pest-house,  409, 
571  ;  soldiers  inoculated,  409 ; 
committee  to  prevent  monopo- 
ly and  oppression,  ib.;  com- 
mittee to  procure  new  minis- 
ter, ib. ;  soldiers'  families  cared 
for.  ib. ;  prisoners  at  Quebec 
reimbursed.     410 ;     donation, 

412  ;  requisition   for  clothing, 

413  ;  articles  of  confederation 
approved,  416;  gives  Rev. 
Solomon  Williams  a  call, 
418 ;  his  salary,  419  ;  ordina- 
tion dinner,  420 ;  furnishes 
wood,  420,  421  ;  grants  peti- 
tioners' prayer,  421 ;  refuses 
King's  request,  ib.;  makes  al- 
lowances tor  schools,  ib. ;  in 
New  London  expedition,  423  ; 
in  Claverack  Tour,  424  ;  sends 
delegates  to  convention,  426  ; 
appoints  committee  to  con- 
sider form  of  government, 
427,  428 ;  appoints  committee 
to  make  new  draft  of  consti- 
tution, 429  ;  new  draught  de- 
bated, ib.;  votes  not  to  regu- 
late prices.  480 ;  not  repre- 
sented at  Concord,  431  ;  con- 
vention in,  ib.;  Sheldon's 
Light-Horse  quartered  in,  486; 
removed.  437  ;  horses  and  beef 
furnished,  437,  438  ;  new  con- 
stitution adopted.  438  ;  sys- 
tem of  drafting,  441,  442  ;  pays 
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teamsters  for  carrying  public 
stores,  443  ;  beef  and  clothing 
for  the  army,  445,  446  ;  votes 
to  borrow  money,  445,  note  1  ; 
no  farther  allowance  made  the 
assessors  for  dinners,  446; 
new  law  to  preserve  order  in 
meeting-house,  447  ;  petitions 
G-eneral  Court  for  immunities 
to  soldiers,  448 ;  delinquent 
classes  assessed,  449  ;  counter- 
feit money,  450;  ferry,  ib.; 
sends  delegates  to  Hatfield  con- 
vention, 454 ;  mob  endeavors 
to  stop  courts  in,  454-456 ; 
Ely's  trial  in.  458  ;  pursues  the 
mob,  459  ;  hostages  in  jail,  460  ; 
mob  attempts  to  release  them, 
461-463  ;  situation  grave,  464  ; 
delegates  at  Hatfield  and  Had- 
ley  conventions,  467,  46  9; 
many  asseinble  to  stop  the 
courts,  470 ;  removal  of  the 
courts  to,  agitated,  ib.  ;  news 
of  peace  in,  471,  473  ;  search 
for  Norton,  472 ;  a  remon- 
strance and  petition,  47  3; 
votes  to  protect  the  clock 
winder,  473,  and  note :  sun- 
dial, 474 ;  Easthampton  estab- 
lished, ib.;  company  march  to 
Springfield,  ib. ;  refuses  to  ad- 
mit girls  to  public  schools,  475; 
opposes  division  of  county, 
478,  560.  561  ;  newspaper  es- 
tablished, 480-483  ;  opening 
act  in  Ely  and  Shays  rebellion 
in,  483;  votes  on  the  "griev- 
ances," 487  ;  court  in,  broken 
up,  488,  489 ;  sends  militia  to 
Springfield,  494.  495  ;  skirmish 
with  Berkshire  insurgents, 498, 
499  ;  men  protect  arsenal,  503  ; 
insurgents  in,  508  ;  Gen.  Lin- 
coln's army  in,  513  ;  hanging 
in,  516,  593  ;  incident  of  rebel- 
lion, 517  ;  commissioners  meet 
in,  519  ;  people  sent  to  jail, 
531,  532  ;  probate  court  held  in 
jail,  532;  instructs  representa- 
tive, 533  ;  men  sent  to  protect 
General  Court,  ib. ;  sends  del- 
egates to  convention,  534  ;  in- 
structs them,  ib.  ;  regula- 
tions in  regard  to  funerals,  525, 
536;  paper-mill,  53  6,  537; 
duck,  527  ;  rope  made,  538  ; 
Licking  water  bridge  repaired, 
529  ;  law  against  ball  playing, 
ib.;  church  service,  ib.;  sing- 


NORTHFIELD. 

ing,  529,  530,  565,  569 ;  new 
method  of  singing  opposed, 
530,  531  ;  choristers  eniploj'ed, 
531  ;  noted  for  excellence  of 
church  music,  ib. ;  new  school- 
house  at  Licking  water,  533, 
553 ;  Hawley's  land  in,  545  ; 
wins  lawsuit,  ib.;  accepts 
Hawley's  gift,  ib.;  sells  prop- 
erty, 545,  546  ;  Hawley  fund, 
546  ;  western  emigration,  550, 
551  ;  loses  men  in  St.  Clair's 
defeat,  551  ;  schooling  girls, 
551-553;  aids  Rev.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, 554,  567  ;  post-office,  554, 
556  ;  stage  lines  through,  555, 
556  ;  stages  help  the  town,  ib.; 
fire-engines  in,  557,  558.  573 ; 
fire  in,  558  ;  fire-wardens,  ib.; 
aqueduct  built,  559  ;  dancing, 
561-563  ;  new  schools,  563 ; 
bridge  over  Licking  water,  ib. ; 
soldiers  raised,  564 ;  treas- 
urer's books  burned,  565  ;  citi- 
zens petition  for  .singing  mas- 
ter, ib. ;  school-committee  and 
reports,  566 ;  votes  against 
revision  of  constitution,  568  ; 
giiide-posts,  569  ;  votes  in  fa- 
vor of  treaty,  569-570  ;  the  pe- 
tition to  legislature  approved, 
570  ;  geese,  571  ;  protection 
against  fires,  571-573  ;  fire  com- 
panies, 574 ;  canal  at  South 
Hadley  Falls,'  574-576;  had 
landing  place  in  Springfield, 
575  ;  freight  carted  around 
falls,  ib. ;  dam  causes  sickness 
in,  577.  578,  579 ;  attempt  to 
remedy  the  trouble,  580  ;  ille- 
gal voting,  583  ;  school-house 
in  Easthampton  and  Roberts 
Meadow,  583,  583;  South 
Street  reduced,  584  ;  tithing- 
men  directed,  ib.  ;  schoolmis- 
tresses, 586,  587  ;  school-dis- 
trict, 587,  588  ;  trial  and  exe- 
cution of  Halligan  and  Dailev, 
589-593  ;  mighty  men  of,  60*3, 
604;  History  of,  vol.  1,  cited, 
17,  30,  21,  35,  45,  53,  65,  69,  89, 
94,  166,  183. 

Northampton  Institution  for  Sav- 
ings, 615. 

Northfieid,  reoccupied,  15  ;  garri- 
soned, 17,  19-33 ;  two  men 
killed  at,  18 ;  Indian  depreda- 
tions in,  19  ;  pays  share  of  cost 
of  Coui't-House,  87  ;  men  in 
Louisburg    expedition,    114; 
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men  killed  near,  154,  15  5; 
Aaron  Beldini?  killed  in,  KiO  : 
grants  land  to  John  Stoddard, 
167  ;  Indians  near,  288  ;  repre- 
sented at  convention,  3  49; 
Gen.  Shepherd  in,  514,  515 ; 
Rnssell's  forces  in,  523  ;  ujen- 
tioned,  30,  118.  156,  159.  290, 
315,  380,  382  ;  History  of,  cited, 
31. 

Norton.  Daniel,  shingling  barn, 
472  ;  kiUs  Brown  and  escapes, 
ib. ;  tried  and  sentenced,  lb. 

Norton,  Elisha,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 145. 

Norton's  Redeemed  Captive,  cited, 
148. 

Norwalk  raided,  423  ;  mentioned, 
43. 

Norwich,  road  to,  314 ;  soldiers  in 
first  Hampshire  regiment,  855; 
in  favor  of  continuing  the 
courts.  390;  insiii'gents  in,  509  ; 
mentioned.  137,  335,  387,  551. 

Nova  Scotia,  comes  into  possession 
of  England,  16;  an  attack  upon 
contemplated,  244 ;  expedition 
against.  286  ;  criminals  trans- 
ported to,  for  trial,  344  ;  men- 
tioned, 287. 

Nutting,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624. 

Nutting,  Saul,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624. 

Ohio,  French  establish  posts  in, 
243;  expedition  to  drive 
French  from.  244  ;  valley  set- 
tled. 550  ;  mentioned,  295.  424. 

Ohio  Company  petitions  Congress 
for  land,  550. 

Old  Rainbow,  303. 

Olds,  Nathaniel,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 146. 

Oliver,  Judge.  348. 

Osborne,  Jacob,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624. 

Oswego,  French  capture.  287  ; 
mentioned.  244.  298,  517. 

Otis.  James.  323  ;  signatiire,  369  ; 
referred  to,  325. 

Otis,  Jonathan,  Revolutionarv  sol- 
dier. 624. 

Otis,  Samuel  A.,  commissioner, 
519. 

Owen,  Joseph,  279. 

Page,  captured,  497. 

Page,    Jonathan,     Revolutionary 

Kf^  soldier.  624. 


PARSONS. 

Pancake  Hill  or  Plain.  46,  and  note 
1  ;  land  sold,  450 ;  gallows 
erected  on,  515  ;  field  for  train- 
ing on,  528  ;  mentioned,  310. 

Pardee,  Aaron,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624. 

Parkman,  Rev.  Mr.,  substitute  for 
member  of  council,  222. 

Parkman's  Half  Century  of  Con- 
flict, cited,  148,  153. 

Parks,  Asa,  Revolutionary  soldier, 
624. 

Parks.  Gen.  Warham,  arrives 
with  reinforcements.  462  ;  re- 
ceives the  thanks  of  court,  463; 
captain  of  militia,  494 ;  ap- 
poiiited  to  draft  petition,  570. 

Parker,  Lieut.  Jonas,  conveys  pris- 
oners to  Northampton  jail, 
367 ;  letter  to,  367-369  ;  re- 
ferred to,  370. 

Parmenter,  Capt.  Jason,  captured 
and  sentenced.  514,  515  ;  re- 
ferred to.  516,  519. 

Parnel.  Archibald,  in  Louisburg 
expedition,  146. 

Parry.  Edward,  prisoner,  369. 

Parsons,  Abigail,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  185 ;  re- 
ferred to,  107. 

Parsons,  Asahel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624. 

Parsons.  Azariah,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  625. 

Parsons,  Bela,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625. 

Parsons,  Benjamin,  in  expedition 
against  Louisburg,  120 ;  re- 
ceives portion  of  additional 
grant,  188 ;  agent  to  defend 
the  suit  against  Northampton, 
311. 

Parsons,  Catherine,  seamstress, 
12. 

Par.sons,  Daniel,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 632. 

Parsons,  Rev.  David,  sermon  at 
ordination,  241. 

Parsons,  Ens.  Ebenezer,  commit- 
tee to  build  meeting-house, 
68  ;  in  Father  Rale's  War,  605. 

Parsons,  Eli,  commands  insurgent 
forces,  504  ;  forms  junction 
with  Shays,  507 ;  pardoned, 
517  ;  referred  to,  518. 

Parsons,  Elihu,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  185; 
friend  of  Mr.  Edwards,  234. 

Parsons,  Elisha,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625. 


678 


INDEX. 


Parsons.  Ephraim,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625. 

Parsons.  Gideon,  on  guard  duty, 
31  ;  in  Louisl)urg  expedition, 
145,  606  ;  released  from  poll- 
tax,  157  ;  receives  jiortion  of 
additional  grant.  18  6;  in 
Father  Rale"s  War,  606:  in 
service  after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
607. 

Parsons,  Hannah,  school-teacher, 
586. 

Parsons,  Isaac,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  185  ;  school- 
committee,  306  ;  opposed  to 
new^  method  of  singing,  531  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  625  ;  re- 
ferred to,  586,  note. 

Parsons.  Israel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625. 

Parsons,  Jacob,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  185  ;  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence,  349; 
Committee  of  Insxjection,  353, 
854,  400  ;  committee  to  settle 
new  minister,  419  ;  chairman, 
449;  opposed  to  new  method  of 
singing.  531  ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625  ;  referred  to,  586, 
note. 

Parsons,  Joel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625. 

Parsons,  John  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  625. 

Parsons.  Lieut.  John,  mount  near 
house,  109  ;  in  service  after  fall 
of  Louisburg,  607. 

Parsons,  Jonathan,  Revolutionar.y 
soldier,  625  ;  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 633. 

Parsons,  Joseph,  came  with  horses 
for  Seth  Pomeroy,  142  ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  625. 

Piirsons,  Joseph  Jr.,  at  Quebec, 
377  ;  prisoner,  379  ;  reimbiu'sed 
410 :  chorister,  531  ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier.  625. 

Parsons,  Joseph,  member  of  legis- 
lature, 35  ;  sketch  of,  ib.;  com- 
mittee to  choose  colleague  pas- 
tor, 42. 

Parson  s,  Joseph ,  referred  to, 
84. 

Parsons,  Josiah.  buys  land  in 
Slough  Hill,  46  ;  home  lot,  107  ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  188 ;  opposed  to  new 
method  of  singing,  531  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  625  ;  re- 
ferred to,  586. 


PARTRIDGE. 

Parsons,  Justin,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 633. 

Parsons,  Medad,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 146,  606  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  625. 

Parsons,  Mrs.  Mercy,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  185. 

Parsons,  Moses,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625  ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632,  633. 

Parsons,  Nathaniel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625. 

Parsons,  Noah,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  186  ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  625. 

Parsons.  Oliver,  three  months' 
man,  387  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625. 

Parsons.  Phinehas,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625. 

Parsons,  Prudence,  school-teacher, 
586.  note. 

Parsons,  Rachel,  school-teacher, 
586,  note. 

Parsons.  Col.  Samviel  H.,  one  of 
the  promoters  of  scheme  to 
capture  Ticonderoga,  864. 

Parsons,  Samuel,  839  ;  lieutenant, 
405 ;  Revohitionary  soldier, 
625. 

Parsons,  Sarah,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  189. 

Parsons.  Simeon,  Committee  of 
Inspection,  353  ;  receives  grain 
for  the  army,  445  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  625. 

Parsons.  Simeon,  referred  to,  12, 

Parsons,  Seth,  Revohitionary  sol- 
dier, 625  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631  ;  in  Shays  Rebellion,  632 ; 
sergeant,  ib. 

Parsons.  Sylvanus,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625. 

Parsons.  Timothy,  is  reimbursed 
for  the  value  of  counterfeit 
bill.  477 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625. 

Parsons,  Warham,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  625, 

Parsons.  Lieut.  William,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
185 ;  in  Father  Ra,le"s  War, 
606. 

Parsons.  Zenas,  innholder,  346, 
and  note,  482,  483. 

Partridge,  Col,  Oliver,  delegate 
from  Hatfield.  223  ;  vote.  ib.  ; 
settles  officers  of  regiment, 
251  ;  succeeds  Col.  Williams. 
291  ;  committee  to  sell  Shep- 
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herd's  Island,' •■50:! ;  signs  peti- 
tion for  .shire-town,  312  ;  peti- 
tions for  new  Conrt-House, 
317 ;  on  committee.  318 ;  re- 
ferred to.  248.  249. 

Partridge.  Col.  Samnel.  in  com- 
mand in  Hampshire  County. 
17,  18  ;  sends  men  in  pursuit 
of  Indians.  22.  23  ;  writes 
about  scarcity  of  men,  32  ;  let- 
ter, quoted,  27  ;  on  commis- 
sion to  biiild  forts,  104  ;  death 
of,  105  ;  referred  to.  30,  171, 
172. 

Pascommuck,  settled  in  1720,  89  ; 
schooling  in,  89.  98.  180,  182  ; 
fort  at,  repaired,  109  ;  petition 
for  preaching  denied,  310; 
meeting-house  considered,  330, 
331  ;  builds  school-house,  334  ; 
becomes  a  new  district,  334- 
336;  mentioned,  21,  64,  305. 
333. 

Patch  &  Draper,  establish  stage 
line  to  Boston,  555. 

Patis,  Jonathan,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625. 

Pease,  Levi,  stage  driver,  555,  and 
note,  556. 

Pease,  Noadiah,  560. 

Pease,  Hunt  &  Co.,  stage  line,  556. 

Pechard,  Israel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 635. 

Peck.  Thomas,  prisoner.  368. 

Peekskill.  soldiers  at,  387 ;  Seth 
Pomeroy  at,  394,  4(»2  ;  Pom- 
eroy  buried  in,  395. 

Pelham,  sends  delegates  to  coun- 
cil, 232-323  ;  mob  from,  373  ; 
votes  against  session  of  the 
court,  390  ;  circular  letters 
from,  486  ;  Shays  in,  491,  495  ; 
insurgents  in,  503,  510,  511  ; 
mentioned,  293,  373,  374,  492, 
495,  506.  514,  545. 

Pennsylvania,  voted  money  for  ex- 
pedition again.st  Canada,  113; 
sends  commissioner  to  Albany, 
170 ;  English  settlements  in, 
243. 

Pepperell,  William,  commander  of 
expedition  against  Louisbnrg, 
113  ;  gives  charge  of  mending 
guns  to  Major  Pomeroy,  117  ; 
lieut. -general,  290  ;  ordered  to 
Springfield,  291  ;  writes  to 
Capt.  Christie,  ib.:  writes  to 
Gov.  Pownal ,  292  ;  ordered  to 
destroy  supplies  in  case  of  .at- 
tack, 293-293. 


PHELPS. 

Perry's  Williamstown,  cited,  114, 
148,  349,  351,  383,  note. 

Peter,  Prince,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 635, 

Petersham,  Shays  retreats  to,  511  ; 
government  forces  reach,  513. 

Petty.  Joseph,  killed  l)y  Indians, 
159. 

Phelps.  Cadwell,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  635  ;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion. 631. 

Phelps,  Catherine,  seamstress,  12. 

Phelps,  Charles,  committee  on  jail, 
338. 

Phelps,  Charles,  referred  to,  368. 

Phelps,  Daniel,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 633. 

Phelps,  Ebenezer,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  187  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  625  ;  in  Ely 
Insurrection,  631  ;  in  Shays 
Rebellion,  631,  633. 

Phelps.  Ebenezer  Jr. ,  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 632. 

Phelps,  Elijah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 635. 

Phelps,  Eliphalet,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625. 

Phelps,  Elnathan,  wounded,  285. 

Phelps,  Enoch,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631  ;  in  Shays  Rebellion.  632. 

Phelps,  Hannah,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  188. 

Phelps,  Henry,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633. 

Phelps,  Israel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 625. 

Phelps,  Jacob,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 635. 

Phelps,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625. 

Phelps,  .Jonathan,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625 ;  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 632. 

Phelps,  Joseph,  Continental  sol- 
dier, 425  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625. 

Phelps,  Joseph,  on  guard  duty,  31; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant.  188  ;  in  Father  Rale's 
War.  606. 

Phelps,  Josiah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 635, 

Phelps,  Katherine.  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  186. 

Phelps.  Martin,  in  Loiiisburg  ex- 
pedition, 146,  606 ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
186  ;     Committee    of    Corres- 
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pondence,  349  ;  Inspection  and 
Safety,  354  ;  Revolutionary 
soldier.  625. 

Phelps,  Nathaniel,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  186  ; 
school-committee,  306 ;  lieu- 
tenant, 607. 

Phelps,  Nathaniel  Jr.,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  635. 

Phelps,  Noah,  promoter  of  scheme 
to  capture  Ticonderoga,  864. 

Phelps,  Samuel,  asks  permission 
to  build  pew^  for  daughters, 
72  ;  referred  to,  27. 

Phelps,  Samuel,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  187 ;  cap- 
tured, 290. 

Phelps,  Samuel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631. 

Phelps,  Seward,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625  ;  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 632  ;  in  Capt.  Russell's 
company,  ib. 

Phelps,  Spencer,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625. 

Phelps,  Timothy,  enlists  for  three 
months,  387  ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625. 

Phelps,  William,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  187. 

Philadelphia,  captured,  407  ;  evac- 
uated, 415  ;  news  of  peace  in, 
471  ;  convention  for  framing- 
constitution  held  in,  524  ;  men- 
tioned, 540,  572. 

Philips,  Caldwell,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625. 

Philips,  head  of  mob,  462. 

Philips,  Samuel  Jr.,  commis- 
sioner, 519. 

Phipps,  Gov.  William,  sends  or- 
ders to  raise  men  for  scouting 
expedition,  159,  162. 

Phipps,  William,  killed  by  In- 
dians, 110. 

Pierce,  Christopher,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  625. 

Pierce,  Josiah,  preaches  in  town, 
236,  and  note. 

Pitcairn.  Gen.  John,  killed  at 
Bunker  Hill,  366. 

Pitkin,  William,  legal  opinion  so- 
licited from,  94. 

Pitt,  William,  294. 

Pittsfield,  fortified,  105;  land 
owned  by  John  Stoddard  in, 
171  ;  deserted,  245  ;  sends  to- 
nes to  jail,  372 ;  soldiers  march 
to,  443  ;  stage  lines  through, 


POMEROY. 

556  ;  mentioned,  178,  363,  364, 
389,  402.  482  ;  history  of,  cited, 
171,  363,  365. 

Pixley,  Noah,  killed  by  Indians, 
163  ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  189 ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Pomeroy,  Capt.  Abner,  stationed 
at  Dorchester,  362  ;  captain  of 
company,  405  ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  Asahel,  messenger,  349 ; 
signs  militia  company  agree- 
ment, 375  ;  ensign,  401  ;  adju- 
tant, 403  ;  interested  in  new 
school  for  girls,  475  ;  tavern, 
550  ;  inn  burned,  558  ;  member 
of  aqueduct  committee,  559 ; 
committee  meet  at  his  inn,  561 ; 
dancing  school  in  his  hall,  562; 
meeting  of  sufiierers  in  his  tav- 
ern, 580  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 626  ;  referred  to,  543. 

Pomeroy,  Benjamin,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  Caleb,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189  ;  peti- 
tions to  be  set  off  to  South- 
ampton, 421 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier.  626. 

Pomeroy,  Capt.  Daniel,  buys  grist- 
mill and  builds  new  dam,  93  ; 
house,  318  ;  tavern,  408  ;  fam- 
ily inoculated,  409 ;  sent  to 
Albany,  413 ;  on  deer  hunt, 
439  ;  witness,  439,  440  ;  militia 
captain,  442  ;  chairman,  449  ; 
chorister,  531 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  Lieut.  Daniel,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
187  ;  ensign,  248  ;  killed,  270, 
283,  285  ;  lieutenant,  609. 

Pomeroy.  Capt.  Ebenezer,  com- 
missioner to  Five  Nations,  24, 
168,  169  ;  receives  pay  for  ser- 
vices, 29  ;  has  charge  of  scout- 
ing party,  31  ;  committee  to 
choose  colleague  pastor,  42  ; 
moderator,  44,  45  ;  committee 
to  sell  lands,  45  ;  on  commit- 
tee to  care  for  legal  advisors, 
94 ;  committee  on  work-house, 
100  ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  187 ;  prepares 
document  for  lower  associa- 
tion, 220 ;  referred  to,  562, 
note. 

Pomeroy,  Ebenezer  Esq.,  on  com- 
mittee to  build  meeting-house, 
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68  ;  seating  committee,  74:  has 
charge  of  erection  of  Court- 
House,  88  ;  extract  from  let- 
ter, 115;  on  committee  to  lay 
out  townships,  108  ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
184  ;  on  committee  to  estab- 
lish permanent  salary  for  Mr. 
Edwards,  197  ;  on  committee 
to  confer  with  Mr.  Edwards. 
207  :  appointed  to  present  the 
case  to  council,  214  ;  deaconed 
the  Psalms,  531  ;  referred  to, 
48,  107. 

Pomeroy,  Ehenezer,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  189. 

Pomeroy,  Ebenezer,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  Eldad,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189. 

Pomeroy,  Eleazar,  on  duty  at 
Southampton,  245. 

Pomeroy,  Elijah,  petitions  to  be 
set  off  to  Southampton,  421. 

Pomeroy,  Elisha,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189. 

Pomeroy,  Elisha,  Sabbath  warden, 
100  ;  in  Louisburg  expedition, 
145.  606  :  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  186 ;  erects 
trading  shop.  192  ;  sends  pro- 
visions to  Seth,  277  ;  captain. 
295  :  marches  to  the  relief  of 
Fort  William  Henry,  294,  in 
Father  Rale's  War.  606  :  re- 
ferred to,  107,  266,  272,  615. 

Pomeroy,  Enos,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  Gad,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 626. 

Pomeroy,  Gains,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626  ;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 631 ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632. 

Pomeroy,  Gersham,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  626. 

Pomeroy,  Heman.  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626  :  referred  to,  551. 

Pomeroy,  Ira,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 626. 

Pomeroy,  Isaac,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 626. 

Pomeroy,  Jacob,  with  company  at 
Saratoga.  443  :  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  John,  at  Forts  No.  4  and 
Massachusetts,  154;  soldier 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Pomeroy,  Lieut.  John,  at  North- 
field    and     Deerfield,    22;    in 
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Father  Rale's  War,  606;  re- 
ferred to,  192. 

Pomeroy,  John,  death  of,  386. 

Pomeroy,  John,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  Jonathan,  at  Quebec, 
377  ;  in  Continental  army,  425  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier  626. 

Pomeroy,  Joseph,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  Ens.  Josiah,  on  guard 
dut}',  31  ;  on  committee  to  set- 
tle common  land  controversy, 
97 ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  184  ;  petitions  for 
precinct  meeting,  206  ;  brother 
of  Seth,  ib.  ;  messenger  to 
lower  association,  220 :  in 
Father  Rale's  War,  606  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  626  ;  re- 
ferred to,  248,  377. 

Pomeroy,  Joshua,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189. 

Pomeroy,  Julius,  killed,  551. 

Pomeroy,  Lemuel,  315,  note  ;  lieu- 
tenant, 355  ;  captain,  401,  403; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  626  ;  re- 
ferred to,  395. 

Pomeroy,  Luther,  wounded,  362  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  Major,  458. 

Pomeroy,  Mary,  letters  quoted, 
115,  284,  285  ;  referred  to,  278. 

Pomeroy,  Medad,  mentioned,  29. 

Pomeroy,  Dr.  Medad,  seized  by  in- 
surgents. 519. 

Pomeroy,  Medad,  warned  out  of 
town,  533. 

Pomeroy,  Moses,  killed,  551. 

Pomeroy,  Oliver,  551 ;  soldier  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607  ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  626;  in 
Shays  Rebellion,  633. 

Pomeroy,  Phebus.  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  Pliny,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626  ;  referred  to,  551. 

Pomeroy,  Quartus,  blacksmith, 
328  ;  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence, 349  ;  Committee  of 
Inspection.  353,  354  ;  lieuten- 
ant, 356 ;  committee  to  raise 
soldiers,  432 ;  representative, 
438  ;  interested  in  school  for 
girls,  475  :  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 626. 

Pomeroy,  Ralph,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 632. 

Pomero}-.  Samuel,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189. 
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Pomeroy,  Samuel  Jr.,  tailor,  13, 
note  ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional s^rant,  189. 

Pomeroj',  Seth,  has  charge  of  town 
clock,  78  ;  on  committee  to  pro- 
vide attorney  for  tovv^n,  94  ; 
captain,  108,  104  ;  major  in  ex- 
pedition against  Louisburg, 
114  ;  voyage  to  Canseau,  115  ; 
seasickness,  115,  116;  repairs 
guns  at  Grand  Battery,  116, 
117  ;  letters  to  wife,  117,  118; 
sick  at  Louisburg,  119  ;  re- 
turns home,  ib.;  journal,  121- 
146  ;  remains  in  this  section, 
149  ;  enlists  men  for  invasion 
of  Canada,  150;  ordered  to 
pursue  Indians,  150,  151 ;  sent 
to  Hoosuck,  151  ;  at  Fort  Mas- 
sachusetts, ib.;  extract  from 
letter,  151,  152  ;  in  Boston,  152; 
in  scouting  expedition,  161  ; 
boards  the  schoolmaster,  180  ; 
receives  i^ortion  of  additional 
grant,  186  ;  petitions  for  pre- 
cinct meeting,  206 ;  on  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 207,  212 ;  opposes  a 
mutual  council,  210,  211  ;  au- 
thorized to  wait  on  Lyman, 
214  ;  appointed  to  manage  case 
before  council,  222  ;  appointed 
lieiit. -colonel,  251  ;  commands 
company  against  Crown  Point, 
ib.  ;  at  Greeubush,  255; 
Crown  Point  journal,  260-280  ; 
ill,  256,  271,  275,  276,  277, 
285,  535  ;  starts  for  home,  277; 
at  home,  279  ;  reports  to  Col. 
Williams,  281  ;  describes  the 
Bloody  Morning  Scout,  282- 
283  ;  takes  Dieskau  prisoner, 
283  ;  receives  commission,  284; 
mal-ches  to  the  relief  of  Fort 
William  Henry,  294  ;  Col.  has 
charge  of  frontier  forts,  299  ; 
committee  to  purchase  bell, 
308;  builds  road  to  West- 
hampton,  314  ;  committee  on 
workhouse,  317  ;  on  commit- 
tee to  consider  bill  pending  in 
legislature,  323 ;  blacksmith, 
328 ;  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence, 349  ;  in  command  of 
military,  352  ;  in  Provincial 
Congress,  352,  353,  357,  365; 
Committee  of  Inspection,  354  ; 
chosen  colonel,  355  ;  addresses 
the  minute-men,  360  ;  plans  for 
capture  of  Ticonderoga,  363 ; 


PORTER. 

at  Bunker  Hill,  365,  366,  and 
notes  ;  offered  position  of  brig- 
adier general,  367  ;  ordered  to 
draft  every  fifth  man  in  his 
regiment,  387;  enters  the 
army,  393;  journal,  394;  death 
of,  394,  395  ;  sketch  of,  395  ; 
letter  quoted,  402  ;  appearance 
of  his  men,  404 ;  visits  Haw- 
ley,  543,  and  note  ;  at  Louis- 
burg, 606,  607 ;  referred  to, 
107,  113,  364,  603;  journal  re- 
ferred to,  252. 

Pomeroy,  Seth  Jr.,  referred  to, 
266,  278. 

Pomeroy,  Shammah,  on  duty  at 
Southampton,  246. 

Pomeroy,  Simeon,  drowned,  29. 

Pomeroy,  Simeon,  in  expedition 
against  Lotiisburg,  120,  606 ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  189  ;  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  606  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 626  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631  ;  in  Shays  Rebellion,  632. 

Pomeroy,  Solomon,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  Thaddeus,  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion. 633. 

Pomeroy.  Timothy,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  626. 

Pomeroy,  Titus,  goes  home  with 
Major  Seth,  277. 

Pomeroy,  William,  signs  militia 
company  agreement,  375;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  626;  in 
Shays  Rebellion,  632. 

Pomeroy.  Hunt  &  Co.,  stage  lines 
from  Boston  to  Albany,  556. 

Pomeroy's  Mountain,  Indians 
slaughter  cattle  at,  152. 

Pond,  John,  Revolutionary  "soldier, 
626. 

Porter,  Abel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 626. 

Porter,  Col.  Eleazar,  suggests  fit 
persons  for  officers  of  regi- 
ment, 103 ;  succeeds  John 
Stoddard,  158  ;  committee  for 
new  Court-House,  318 ;  jus- 
tice, 488 ;  answer  to  insur- 
gents, 502  ;  favors  Williams, 
521. 

Porter,  Col.  Elisha,  committee  to 
sell  Shepherd's  Island,  303 ; 
has  smallpox,  310  ;  command 
of  regiment  for  Quebec,  380, 
382 ;  with  company  pursues 
the  mob,  459  ;  protects  the 
jail,  460  ;  declines  to  hold  con- 
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forence  with  mob,  it». ;  calls 
for  help.  4(!1  ;  holds  confer- 
ence with  insm-i^ents,  401,  463  ; 
receives  thanks  from  General 
Court,  WA  :  regiment  in  Had- 
ley,  492  ;  his  house  Lincoln's 
headquarters,  510. 

Porter,  Ezekiel,  enlists  for  three 
months,  387  ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Porter.  Corp.  Henry,  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion. 632,  633. 

Porter,  Dr.  Kezekiah,  settles  in 
Northampton,  86:  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  02(5. 

Porter,  James,  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  600. 

Porter,  .Jonathan  E.,  appointed  to 
draft  petition,  570. 

Porter,  Capt.  Moses,  killed,  283. 

Porter.  Rev.  Mr.,  chaplain,  394. 

Porter,  Samuel,  marriage  of,  408. 

Porter,  Thomas,  receives  land  in 
payment  for  care  of  mother, 
37  ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  190. 

Post,  Levi,  enlists  for  three 
months,  387 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Post-Office,  established,  554,  556 ; 
advertises  for  bids  to  carry 
mails,  555  ;  postmasters,  557. 

Postriders,  482. 

Powers,  Avery,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 626. 

Pownal,  Gov.  Thomas,  succeeds 
Gov.  Shirley,  289 ;  appoints 
Pepperell  Lieut. -General  of 
Massachusetts,  290;  orders 
men  sent  to  Albany,  291  ;  es- 
tablishes magazine  of  supplies, 
292. 

Pratt,  Daniel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 626. 

Preble,  Jedediah,  chief  com- 
mander of  military,  352. 

Precinct.  First,  meeting  of,  205  ; 
adjourned  from  time  to  time, 

206,  207  ;  appoints  committee 
to  confer  with  Mr.  Edwards, 

207,  208,  216  :  its  report,  208  ; 
church  and  precinct  commit- 
tee the  same,  211  :  votes  to 
provide  tor  the  councils,  214, 
222 ;  votes  to  apply  to  lower 
association,  220  ;  asks  deacons 
to  warn  a  chiu'ch  meeting, 
220,  221  ;  followed  established 
precedent,  226  ;  votes  not  to 
hear  Mr.  Edwards  preach,  227; 
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supplies  the  pulpit,  appoints  a 
fast-day,  235  ;  refuses  Mr.  Ed- 
wards use  of  sequestered  land, 
ib. :  vote  at  meeting,  238  ; 
merges  into  town,  240. 

Pi'escott,  Benjamin,  482 ;  malt- 
house  burned,  557  ;  member 
of  aqueduct  company,  559 ; 
member  of  committee  on  ca- 
nals, 576  :  engineer,  ib. 

Prescott.  Fortunatus,  warned  out 
of  town,  533. 

Prescott,  James,  signature,  369. 

Prideaux.  Gen.,  killed,  296. 

Proser,  Thomas,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Prowle,  Thomas,  prisoner,  368,  370. 

Prut,  left  behind  near  Quebec, 
383. 

Pudding  Lane,  81,  note  1. 

Pumpilly  Bennet,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  626. 

Putnam,  Gen.  Israel,  365. 

Putnam,  Gen.,  in  conference  with 
Gen.  Wheeler,  511. 

Putnam,  Rufus,  434,  note ;  cap- 
tain, 492. 

Pynchon,  John,  referred  to,  172, 
445,  note. 

Pynchon,  Major  William,  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  385  ;  appoint- 
ed to  draft  petition,  570. 

Quebec,  campaign  against,  296 ; 
captured,  297 ;  blockaded,  377  ; 
invested,  380. 

Rale,  Father,  incites  Abenaki 
Indians  to  war,  16  ;  death  of, 
27  ;  Indians  demand  indemni- 
ty for  his  death,  28,  and  note. 

Ramsdel,  Kimbel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  620. 

Rathbun,  Josiah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Reading,  sends  delegates  to  coun- 
cil, 222. 

Red  Tavern,  318,  note,  408. 

Reed,  Benjamin,  serg't,  386. 

Revolutionary  War,  causes,  322- 
323,  340-345  ;  close  of  first  year 
of,  380  ;  second  year  of,  388 ; 
money  pledged  to  pay  the  sol- 
diers, ib.;  supplies  obtained 
from  the  towns,  391  ;  Declar- 
ation of  Independence,  393  ; 
Continental  army,  397  :  third 
year  of,  407  ;  fourth  year  of, 
415;  fifth  year  of,  424,  425; 
sixth  year  of,  435,  436  ;  closing 
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year  of,  443,  444 ;  peace,  449, 
450. 

Reynolds,  Rev.  Peter,  member  of 
council,  223  ;  vote,  223  ;  prayer 
before  sermon,  241. 

Rhode  Island,  troops  in  Louisburg 
expedition,  113;  soldiers  at 
Crown  Point,  27  6;  eight 
months'  men  raised  in,  412, 
413  ;  expedition  to,  414  ;  troops 
sent  to,  422  ;  mentioned,  138, 
267,  281. 

Rice,  Asa,  carried  to  Canada,  250. 

Rice,  Capt.  Moses,  killed  by  In- 
dians, 250. 

Richardson,  Humphrey,  prisoner 
in  Quebec,  379 ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  626. 

Richardson,  Philip,  builds  fort  at 
Easthampton,  156 ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Riley,  John,  goes  with  baggage  to 
camp,  361,  note  ;  death  of,  386; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  626. 

Rissney,  Asahel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Roberts,  F.  W.,  referred  to,  319. 

Robinson,  Timothy,  vote  for,  438. 

Rogers,  Jonathan,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Rogers,  Major  Robert,  captures 
St.  Francis.  297. 

Romans,  Bernard,  promoter  of 
scheme  to  capture  Ticondero- 
ga,  364. 

Root,  Aaron,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  188. 

Root,  Ebenezer,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 626. 

Root,  Eleazar,  chaplain,  361; 
losses  of,  406  ;  raises  tobacco, 
448;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
626  :  referred  to,  551. 

Root,  Eleazar  Jr.,  Revohitionary 
soldier,  626. 

Root,  Elias,  Revolutionary  soldier, 
627. 

Root,  Elihu,  lieutenant,  399  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  627. 

Root,  Ezekiel,  killed,  506. 

Root,   Hezekiah,  receives  portion 

of  additional  grant,  188. 
Root,  Hope,  mount  built  near 
house,  108 ;  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  188  ;  re- 
ferred to,  107. 
Root,  Joseph,  at  Fort  Massachu- 
setts, 154  ;  furnishes  for  ordi- 
nation dinner,  420 ;  chorister, 
531. 


RUTLAND. 

Root,  Jo.seph,  in  service  after  fall 
of  Louisburg,  607;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  627. 
Root,  Simeon,  327  ;  Revolutionary 

soldier,  627. 
Root,  Solomon,  506. 
Root,  Stephen,  receives  portion  of 

additional  grant,  188. 
Root,  Stephen,  receives  portion  of 

additional  grant,  190. 
Root,  Timothy,   551  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  627  ;  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 632,  633. 
Roth,  Joseph,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 627. 
Round  Hill,  45,  46. 
Row,  Joseph,  in  Louisburg,  expe- 
dition, 146  ;   loses  his  way  in 
fog,  136. 
Rowe,  fort  in,  104. 
Roxbury,   soldiers  in,   361-362; 

mentioned,  142. 
Rugg,   David,  killed  by  Indians, 

110. 
Ruggles,  Capt.  Timothy,  commit- 
tee to  repair  forts,  249;  ordered 
to  raise  soldiers  for  Fort  Wil- 
liam   Henry,    291;    reaches 
Kinderhook  and  returns,  292  ; 
referred  to,  284. 
Ruggles,  Brig. -Gen.  Timothy,  pe- 
titions for  new  counties,  314. 
Russell,  Daniel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 627. 
Russell,    Capt.     Hezekiah,     joins 
Gen.   Shepherd's  forces,  523 ; 
builds  school-house,  532  ;  Rev- 
olutionary   soldier,     627  ;    in 
Shays  Rebellion,  632. 
Rust,   Daniel,   Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 627. 
Rust,  Ebenezer,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 627  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631. 
Rust,   Elijah,   Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 627. 
Rust,  Israel,  permitted  to  build  on 

town  land,  583. 
Rust,    Israel    Jr.,    Revolutionary 

soldier,  627. 
Rust,  Israel,   receives  portion   of 
additional  grant,  187;  referred 
to,  107. 
Rust,  Jonathan,   receives  portion 

of  additional  grant,  187. 
Rust,  Lemuel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 627. 
Rutland,  three  men  killed  at,  18  ; 
prisoners  sent  to,  402  ;   Shays 
at,  498  ;  mentioned,  236. 
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Sabhath  Wardens  appointed,  lOU. 

Sackett,  Rev.  Mr.,  ;394. 

ISadler,  John,  escaped  at  Bars 
Fight,  149. 

St.  Blein.  Pierre  Raiiubault, 
wounded  and  captured,  155, 
151),  and  note  :  exchauf^ed,  156. 

St.  Clair,  Gen.  Arthur,  retreats, 
401  ;  defeated.  551. 

St.  Francis,  headcjuarters  Canada 
Indians,  19,  80 ;  capture  of, 
297. 

St.  Johns,  cAptured,  376  ;  men- 
tioned, 383. 

Sage,  Simeon,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 627. 

Salem,  General  Court  meets  at, 
342 ;  election  of  representa- 
tives to  meet  at,  351,  352  ;  del- 
egates assemble  at,  353 ;  at- 
tempt to  seize  stores  at,  359  ; 
mentioned.  52,  216.  220,  350. 

Salter,  Rev.  Richard,  member  of 
council,  419. 

Saltonstall.  Gov.  of  Connecticut, 
sends  help  to  Hampshire 
towns,  24. 

Sampson,  Daniel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  627. 

Sanderson,  Deacon,  ensign,  424. 

Sanford.  Ephraim,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  627. 

Saratoga,  army  at,  256,  262,  403, 
406 ;  Biirgoyne  at,  401  ;  regi- 
ments stationed  at,  443  ;  men- 
tioned, 263,  277. 

Sargent.  Col.  Winthrop,  purchases 
land,  550. 

Savannah  captured,  415,  424 ;  Brit- 
ish in.  closely  guarded,  444. 

Saxton,  David,  petitions  for  divi- 
sion of  county.  477. 

Schools,  Mr.  Allis  employed  in, 
34  ;  Dr.  Mather  hired.  85  ; 
house  moved,  86 ;  land  sold, 
91  ;  in  outer  districts,  98,  ISO  ; 
woodpile,  179;  town  boards 
the  master,  ib. ;  improvements 
in,  180,  181  ;  new  house  in 
second  precinct,  181  ;  usher 
provided,  182;  private,  for 
girls,  182,  475.  585  ;  irirls  not 
allowed  in  public,  i82,  331, 
475 ;    new    house    built,    302, 

303,  476 ;    teacher  instructed, 

304,  358  ;  house  not  to  be  used 
Sundays,  305  ;  first  committee 
instrticted,  306,  307;  new  house 
at  Lickingwater,  331,  553  ; 
house  used  for  private,  477 ; 


seroeant. 
Hawley  grammar,  546,  587 ; 
girls  in,  551,  552,  585  ;  girls  to 
provide  wood,  553  ;  masters' 
wages,  561,  562  ;  in  Lone  Town 
and  Lower  Farms,  563  ;  com- 
mittee and  reports,  566  ;  house 
protected  against  fire,  571,  572; 
houses  built,  582  ;  schoolmis- 
tresses, 586,  587  ;  districts,  587, 
588. 

Schuyler,  Col.  Philip,  commis- 
sioner to  Five  Nations,  24;  dis- 
patch from,  about  treaty  with 
Indians,  28  ;  commander  of 
army,  376. 

Scott,  Capt. ,  enlists  for  Quebec, 379. 

Scott,  Joseph,  purchases  bell  for 
Northampton,  308. 

Searl,  Aaron,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 627. 

Searls,  Bildad,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 627. 

Searls,  Darius,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 627. 

Searl,  Eliphaz,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  190. 

Searl,  Lieut.  Elisha,  second  in 
command  at  Fort  Dummer, 
21  ;  settles  at  Pascommuck, 
89 ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  189 ;  in  Father 
Rale's  War,  606  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  627. 

Searle,  Gov.,  appoints  Solomon 
Stoddard  chaplain  to  Barba- 
does,  53. 

Searle,  Isaac,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  186. 

Searle.  James,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  186  ;  soldier 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Searl.  Josiah,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  189. 

Searl,  Nathaniel  Jr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  190  ; 
ensign,  009  ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  627. 

Searl,  Nathaniel  Sr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant.  190. 

Searles.  Simeon,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  627. 

Sears,  Barnabas,  colonel,  443. 

Sedgwick,  Hon.  Theodore,  589. 

Sedgwick,  Theodore,  member  of 
committee  on  canals,  576,  note. 

Seeger,  C.  L.,  559. 

Seelve,  President,  L.  C,  referred 
to,  608. 

Sergeant.  Thomas,  in  Father 
Rale's  War,  606. 


686 


INDEX. 


SEVERANCE. 

Severance,  Lieut.,  sent  for  stores, 
160. 

Severance,  Martin,  in  Louisbiirg 
expedition.  145. 

Sewell,  Samuel  Esq.,  589. 

Sewell,  Judge  Samuel,  diarj'  quo- 
ted, 63  ;  friendship  with  Solo- 
mon Stoddard,  63.  64. 

Sexton.  David,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576,  note. 

Shattuck,  Job.  leads  mob  in  Mid- 
dlesex County,  489,  490  ;  cap- 
tured, 497. 

Shaw.  C.  L.,  letter  quoted,  348  ; 
referred  to,  375  ;  Hawlej^  pa- 
pers in  possession  of.  534. 

Shaw,  Stephen,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 627. 

Shays.  Daniel,  483  ;  leader  of  the 
rebellion,  491  ;  major  in  Revo- 
lutionary War,  lb.;  lived  at 
Brookfield,  492  ;  sergeant,  ib. ; 
sells  sword  given  by  Lafay- 
ette, ib.;  in  Hadley,  ib.\  inso- 
lent, 493  ;  orders  his  forces  to 
assemble,  495.  496,  503;  at 
Worcester,  497  ;  sends  orders 
to  Day,  ib. ;  retreats,  498  ;  com- 
mands court  not  to  eit,  502  : 
determined  to  seize  arsenal  at 
Springfield,  503,  504 ;  sends 
message  to  Day,  504 ;  sends 
proposition  to  Gren.  Lincoln, 
505  ;  attacks  arsenal.  505.  506  ; 
at  South  Hadley,  507,  508  ;  re- 
plies to  Gen.  Lincoln,  511 ;  re- 
treats, ib.;  his  army  scattered. 
512  ;  pardoned,  517  ;  referred 
to,  513,  518. 

Shays  Rebellion,  first  act  in,  487  ; 
men  poorly  armed,  492 ;  in- 
signia, 493 ;  organization  of 
forces,  501  ;  manifesto  pre- 
sented, 503 ;  nine  men  cap- 
tured, 507  ;  houses  plundered, 
ib.;  guerilla  warfare  carried 
on  in  Berkshire,  513 ;  insur- 
gents sentenced,  514;  none 
paid  extreme  penalty,  519. 

Sheep  raising,  83  ;  Mt.  Tom  fenced 
for  pasture,  ib. 

Sheffield,  fortified,  105  ;  sends  del- 
egate to  council,  222 ;  regi- 
ments march  through,  292, 
293  ;  mentioned,  278,  294. 

Shelburne,  votes  against  session  of 
the  court,  390  ;  mentioned, 
506. 

Sheldon,  Aaron,  278. 

Sheldon,  Abner,  in  Louisburg  ex- 


pedition,  145 ;   Revolutionary 
soldier.  627. 

Sheldon,  Benjamin,  goes  with  Mr. 
Edwards  to  New  Haven,  48  ; 
in   expedition    against   Louis- 
bin-g,    120,    606 ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  188 
friend  of   Mr.    Edward,    234 
captain  of  third  company,  248 
referred  to,  107. 

Sheldon.  Benjamin  Jr.,  Committee 
of  Correspondence,  349 ;  en- 
sign, 354  ;  committee  to  con- 
sider new  constitution,  428  ; 
committee  to  enlist  men,  432  ; 
interested  in  school  for  girls, 
475  :  representative,  523  ;  del- 
egate to  convention,  524. 

Sheldon,  Caleb,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 627. 

Sheldon,  Daniel,  receives  pay  for 
care  of  church,  235. 

Sheldon,  Ebenezer,  captain,  433  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  627. 

Sheldon,  Ensign  Ebenezer,  fined 
for  refusing  of&ce,  87  :  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
184  ;  soldier  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg, 607. 

Sheldon.  Ebenezer,  killed  by  In- 
dians. 23,  and  note. 

Sheldon,  Elias,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 627. 

Sheldon,  Isaac,  homelot.  48. 

Sheldon,  Israel,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  188. 

Sheldon,  Jonathan,  sells  land  to 
Jonathan  Edwards,  48. 

Sheldon,  Ens.  Joseph.  273 ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  627. 

Sheldon.  Josiah,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  627. 

Sheldon.  Mary,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  189. 

Sheldon,  Pliny,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 627. 

Sheldon.  Samuel,  drover,  79,  note 
1  ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant.  185. 

Sheldon,  Simeon,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  627. 

Sheldon.  Stephen,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189. 

Sheldon,  Dea.  Thomas,  anecdote, 
81.  note  1 ;  granted  permission 
to  build  on  town  land,  305  ;  re- 
ferred to,  605. 

Sheldon.  William,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 632. 

Sheldon's    History    of     Deerfield, 
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SHELDON. 

cited,  25,  31,  148,  156,  250,  452, 
461. 

Sheldon's  regiment  of  Light- 
Horse,  4H4.  485. 

Shephard,  Lieut.  James,  423  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  627. 

Shephard,  Dr.  Levi,  Committee  of 
Correspondence.  349  ;  Inspec- 
tion and  Safety,  354  ;  clerk  of 
convention.  389,  390,  note ; 
committee  to  make  new 
draught  of  constitution,  429 ; 
interested'  in  school  for  girls, 
475  ;  engages  school-teacher  in 
England,  476  ;  asks  permission 
to  build  school-house,  ib.; 
granted  a  room  for  private 
school.  477;  at  Springfield,  495; 
manufactures  duck,  527; 
druggist,  ib.;  in  partnership, 
527,  note  ;  manufactures  rope, 
528 ;  against  girls  in  public 
schools,  551  ;  fire-warden,  558  ; 
member  of  committee  on  ca- 
nals, 576. 

Shepherd,  Levi  Jr.,  buys  Shep- 
herd's Island,  304. 

Shephard  &  Hunt.  527,  note. 

Shepherd,  Gren.  William,  in  com- 
mand of  Hampshire  County 
militia.  492  ;  protects  the  arse- 
nal, 493,  503-504  ;  receives  dis- 
patch, 504  ;  summoned  to  sur- 
render, ib.;  warned,  505;  let- 
ter to  Governor,  505,  506  ; 
marches  against  insurgents, 
508  ;  receives  the  approval  of 
Congress,  513  ;  at  Northfield, 
514  ;  guards  prisoners,  515  ; 
referred  to,  507,  523. 

Shepherd's  Island,  sold,  303,  304. 

Shirley,  Gov.  William,  prevents 
attack  upon  Annapolis.  103 : 
suggests  the  capture  of  Louis- 
burg,  112  :  proposes  an  attack 
on  Crown  Point,  149  ;  arranges 
for  exchange  of  prisoners,  156  ; 
friend  of  John  Stoddard,  173, 
and  notes ;  orders  towns  to 
provide  ammunition  and 
means  of  defence,  244 ;  pre- 
pares for  Crown  Point  expedi- 
tion, 250  ;  at  Albany,  255,  200, 
261  ;  plans  campaign,  287  ;  su- 
perceded by  Webb,  ib.;  suc- 
cessor appointed,  289;  referred 
to,  157,  169,  248.  251. 

Shute,  Gov.  Samuel,  treaty  with 
Abenaki s,  16  :  sends  force  to 
captm-e  Father  Rale,  ib. 


SOULE. 

Singing  and  singing  schools,  529, 
530  ;  singing  master  employed, 
565.  569,  583,  584. 

Slack,  Christopher,  warned  out  of 
town,  533. 

Sleighs,  315,  note. 

Slough  Hill,  46. 

Smallpox,  309  ;  inoculation,  309, 
and  note  ;  pest-house,  310  ;  in 
Northampton,  407. 

Smead,  David,  signs  petition  for 
division  of  county,  560,  and 
note. 

Smith,  Benjamin,  killed  by  In- 
dians, 22. 

Smith,  Chaplain,  384. 

Smith,  Edward,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  627. 

Smith,  Elijah,  serg't  under  Seth 
Pomeroy,  150  ;  builds  fort  at 
Easthampton,  156  ;  captain  in 
expedition  against  Canada, 
296  ;  soldier  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg,  607  ;  ensign,  609  ;  re- 
ferred to,  610. 

Smith,  Hezekiah,  coiiwral  under 
Seth  Pomeroy,  150  ;  soldier  af- 
ter fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Smith,  Jared,  lieutenant,  433 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  627. 

Smith,  Jedediah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  627. 

Smith,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 627. 

Smith,  Capt.  Joseph,  122. 

Smith,  Josiah,  at  South  Hadley, 
507. 

Smith,  Noah,  confers  with  mob, 
462. 

Smith.  O.,  clerk,  468. 

Smith,  Reuben,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 146. 

Smith,  Capt.  Samuel,  marches 
with  relief  for  Fort  William 
Henry.  293. 

Smith,  Simeon,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 627. 

Smith,  Thomas,  406  ;  Revolution- 
ary .soldier,  627. 

Smith,  William,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576,  note. 

Smith,  William,  serg't  under  Col. 
Seth  Pomero}',  150  ;  soldier 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  627. 

Smith  College,  mentioned,  318. 

Smiths  Ferr}',  575. 

Smith's  Tavern.  507. 

Snow-shoe  men.  103. 

Soule,  Capt.  Moses,  362, 
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SOUTH   HADLEY. 

South  Hadley,  men  at  Ticondero- 
ga,  295  ;  votes  in  favor  of  hold- 
ing courts,  890  ;  sends  circular 
letter,  431  ;  insui-gents  at,459; 
skirmish  with  insurgents  at, 
507,  508  ;  canal  talked  of,  533, 
canal  at  Falls,  574-576,  577, 
583  ;  tavern  at  the  Falls,  578  ; 
mentioned,  222,  241,  293,  386. 
405,  413,  482. 

Southampton,  first  settlement  of, 
38  ;  pulpit  and  pews  given  to, 
77 ;  the  money  assessed  in, 
given  to  them  for  ministry,  88; 
a  separate  precinct,  90 ;  land 
given  to,  97,  98  ;  school  estab- 
lished. 98  ;  Indians  at  152, 155, 
162,  163  :  guard  at,  163  ;  aban- 
doned, lb.;  sells  land  on 
Whiteloaf  hills,  183 ;  part  of 
first  precinct,  194  ;  made  a  sep- 
arate district,  240  ;  guard  for, 
245,  246  :  Indians  at,  246,  247  ; 
sends  reinforcements  to  Ci'own 
Point,  285 ;  volunteers  mus- 
tered in,  286  ;  men  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  295;  builds  noon- 
house,  305,  note  :  purchases 
old  bell,  309  ;  sleighing  parties 
to,  315,  note  ;  right  to  school 
money  denied,  332 ;  part  of, 
petitions  to  be  set  off  with  Pas- 
commuck,  335,  336  ;  opposes 
the  petition,  336 ;  militia  or- 
ganized, 354  ;  men  raised,  386, 
403,  413 ;  votes  in  favor  of 
holding  court,  390  ;  soldiers 
sent  to  Ticonderoga,  400,  401  ; 
at  convention  to  regulate 
prices,  431 ;  soldiers  from,  433, 
435,  443  ;  searches  for  Norton. 
472 ;  interested  in  settlement 
of  Easthampton,  474  ;  men  at 
Springfield,  495,  503;  Days' 
men  at,  508 ;  government 
troops  captured  at,  509  ;  Haw- 
lev's  land  in.  545  ;  letters  for, 
557 ;  mentioned.  150.  214,  228, 
241,  293.  326.  327.  355.  362,  405, 
417,  453,  457,  487,  514. 

Southwell,  Enoch,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  188. 

Southwick,  Benjamin,  in  Louis- 
burg  expedition.  146  ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier.  627. 

Southwick,  votes  in  favor  of  hold- 
ing court,  390 ;  mentioned, 
349. 

Spicer,  Jabez,  killed,  506. 

Spooner,  C.  E.,  mentioned,  192. 


STARR. 

Sprague,  Elijah,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 632. 

Sprague,  Oliver,  enlisted,  413 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  627. 

Spragiie's  Annals.  410. 

Spring,  Mr.,  chaplain,  384. 

Spring.  Rev.  Samuel,  preaches 
sermon.  471,  and  note  2. 

Springfield,  meeting-house.  73 : 
men  join  scouting  partj'.  161  ; 
Rev.  John  Breck  installed,  175, 
176  ;  sends  delegates  to  coun- 
cil, 223  ;  men  and  supplies 
sent  from,  290,  291  ;  hospital 
for  smallpox,  309,  310,  407  ; 
county  courts  stopped  at,  345- 
348  ;  votes  in  favor  of  holding 
court,  390  ;  stores  at,  guarded, 
414  ;  nine  months'  meu  mus- 
tered in,  423  ;  public  stores  at, 
443  ;  Ely  in  jail  in,  458  ;  mob 
release  prisoners,  459 ;  sends 
reinforcements,  462  ;  attempt 
to  stop  the  courts  in,  469.  470, 
474  ;  attempt  to  remove  the 
courts  from.  470  ;  rejoicing  at 
news  of  peace.  471  ;  Siipreme 
Court  threatened.  491; 
militia  take  possession  of 
Court-House,  492 ;  companies 
join  militia  in,  494,  495  ;  men 
join  insurgents,  497 ;  court 
stopped  in,  501,  502  ;  govern- 
ment forces  rendezvous  at, 
502 ;  arsenal  at,  503  ;  insur- 
gents collect  at,  503,  504  ;  arse- 
nal attacked,  505.  506 ;  Gen. 
Lincoln  at,  508  ;  court  at,  539  ; 
only  post-office  in  this  section, 
482,  554  ;  stage  line  from,  555 ; 
landing-place  at,  575;  mention- 
ed. 241.  293,  307,  308,  note,  349- 
507,  509,  510,  523,  536,  541. 

Spry.  Thomas,  prisoner.  368. 

Squire.  Ephraim,  Revolutionarj' 
soldier.  627. 

Squires,  Noble,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 627. 

Stages,  line  from  Springfield  to 
Hanover,  555  ;  fare,  ib. ;  Bos- 
ton to  Albany.  555,  556. 

Starr,  Thomas,  a  pauper,  584. 

Starr.  Thomas,  released  from  poll- 
tax,  157 ;  sells  springs  for 
water  supply,  559  ;  soldier  af- 
ter fall  of  Louisburg,  607 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier.  627  ; 
lieutenant  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631  ;  in  Shaj's  Rebellion,  631, 
632. 


tNt)E5^. 


68& 


Stark,  Gen.  John,  in  command, 
443. 

Steams,  Ebenezer,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  627. 

Stearns,  Jonathan,  ensign,  356 ; 
captain,  401,  403  ;  fiimishes 
at  ordination  dinner.  420  :  in 
New  London  expedition.  423; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  627. 

Stearns.  Mr..  348. 

Steams.  Thomas,  signs  militia 
company  agreement,  375. 

Stebbins,  Asalrel.  in  Father  Rale's 
war.  606. 

Stebbins,  Benjamin,  sells  home- 
stead, 39. 

Stebbins,  Benjamin,  sick  at  Bos- 
ton, 142. 

Stebbins,  John,  ensign  under  Seth 
Pomeroy,  150 ;  soldier  after 
fall  of  Louisbvirg,  607. 

Stebbins,  Joseph,  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  606. 

Stebbins.  Sei'g't  Josiah,  in  Father 
Rale's  War.  606. 

Stebbins,  Samuel,  drowned,  257. 

Stebbins,  Thomas,  delegate  from 
Springfield,  223  ;  vote,  ih. 

Stephens.  Major,  ordered  to  fire 
on  insurgents,  506. 

Stevens,  Charles  E.,  referred  to, 
109. 

Stevens.  Capt.  Phinehas.  in  com- 
mand at  No.  4,  153. 

Stiles,  Samuel,  In  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 632. 

Stilton-fleet,  Richard,  prisoner, 
368  ;  died,  370. 

Stimson.  Samuel,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition. 146. 

Stockbridge,  fortified.  105:  laid 
out,  168  ;  Mr.  Edwards  in.  226, 
228,  229,  230  ;  line  of  forts 
from,  288  ;  convention  in,  349; 
insurgents  in,  513,  516  ;  men- 
tioned, 260,  576. 

Stoddard,  Anthony,  referred  to, 
52. 

Stoddard,  Anthony,  referred  to,  66. 

Stoddard,  Capt.,  company  near 
Quebec,  382. 

Stoddard,  Christian,  marries  W. 
Williams.  47,  note. 

Stoddard,  Esther,  death  of.  178. 

Stoddard.  Esther,  wife  of  Rev. 
Solomon,  65 ;  death  of,  66 : 
referred  to,  58,  63.  64,  83. 

Stoddard.  Israel,  lived  in  Pitts - 
field,  178. 

Stoddard,    Col.    John,    second  in 


STODDAHD. 

command  in  Hampshire  Co., 
17  ;  commissioner  to  Five  Na- 
tions, 18,  24  ;  suggests  expe- 
dition to  St.  Francis.  19;  su- 
perintends building  of  fort, 
20 :  letters  to  Gov.  Dummer 
about  fort.  20,  35  ;  endorses 
Elisha  Searl,  21  ;  proposes  the 
use  of  dogs,  ib. ;  declines  ap- 
pointment on  peace  commis- 
sion to  Canada,  28  ;  letter 
about  carelessness  of  the  peo- 
ple, 31  ;  member  of  Legisla- 
ture, 35. 167,  172-174;  influence, 
36;  on  committee  to  choose  col- 
league pastor,  42 ;  committee 
to  sell  land,  45 ;  buys  part  of 
Roimd  Hill,  45,  46  ;  buys  land 
in  Baker's  meadow,  46  ;  home- 
stead, 66  ;  committee  to  build 
meeting-house,  68  ;  committee 
to  seat  meeting-house,  74 ; 
committee  to  build  poorhouse, 
100  ;  suggests  the  officers  for 
the  three  companies,  103  ;  on 
commission  to  build  forts,  104; 
in  command  in  Hampshire 
County,  105  ;  mount  built  at 
his  house,  109  ;  letter  to  Major 
Pomeroy,  151  ;  gives  lieuten- 
ant's commission  to  Elisha 
Hawley,  154;  death  of,  158, 
177,  sketch  of  life.  165-178; 
birth,  165 ;  graduated  at  Har- 
vard, ib.  ;  promoted  to  high 
rank  in  army,  106  ;  goes  to 
Canada,  ib.  ;  selectman,  ib.  ; 
Northfield  grants  land  to,  167; 
committee  to  lay  out  town- 
ships, 168  ;  buys  land  of  In- 
dians, ib.;  lays  out  Stock- 
bridge,  ib. :  employed  in  nego- 
tiations with  Indians  at  Bos- 
ton and  Albany,  168,  169,  170  ; 
letters   to   Gov.    Shirley,    169, 

170  ;  lawyer  and  judge,    170, 

171  :  General  Court  grants 
land  at  Pittsfield.  171  :  leases 
land  of  Indians,  ib. :  supporter 
of  loyalty.  173  ;  friend  of  Gov. 
Shirley,  ib.,  notes;  had  ene- 
mies, 174,  and  note  ;  character 
as  a  man.  174,  175 :  friend  of 
Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards.  175  ; 
Edwards'  testimony  of,  176  ; 
inventory  of  estate.  177  ;  fam- 
ily and  home  of,  177,  178  ;  on 
committee  to  establish  perma- 
nent salary  for  Mr.  Edwards. 
195-197  ;  soldier  after  fall  of 
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STODDARD. 

Loiiisburg,  607  ;  referred  to,  8, 
13.  32,  83,  149,  182,  603. 

Stoddard,  Mary,  marries  Col.  John 
Worthington.  177. 

Stoddard,  Mrs.  Prudence,  owns 
one  slave.  328  ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  187, 

Stoddard,  Prudence,  marries  Eze- 
kiel  Williams,  178. 

Stoddard,  Rebekah,  wife  of  Jo- 
seph Hawley,  82  ;  death  of,  83. 

Stoddard,  Solomon,  death  of,  178 : 
buys  Shepherd's  Island,  304  ; 
committee  to  build  Court- 
House,  318 :  on  committee  to 
consider  bill  pending  in  legis- 
lature, 323,  324  ;  committee  to 
build  jail.  336;  a  tory,  372, 
373 ;  tried  by  mob,  373,  374  ; 
put  on  town  limits,  374;  re- 
claimed, ib. ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  627. 

Stoddard,  Solomon  Jr.,  school- 
committee,  566. 

Stoddard,  Rev.  Solomon,  prophecy 
of,  38,  and  note  :  pastorate  of, 
41  ;  colleague  for,  42  ;  letter 
to  W.  Williams,  47  ;  death  of, 
52  ;  sketch  of  life,  52-66  :  libra- 
rian at  Harvard  College,  53  ; 
chaplain  to  Barbadoes,  ib. ; 
comes  to  Northampton,  ib. ;  his 
influence,  53,  54  ;  revivals  dur- 
ing his  ministry,  54,  and  note 
1  ;  his  doctrine  and  practice, 
54-56 ;  vindication  of  his  sys- 
tem, 57,  58 ;  his  conversion, 
58;  advocates  a  national 
church,  59  ;  takes  part  in  Re- 
forming Synod,  59,  60 ;  ser- 
mons printed,  61  ;  no  portrait 
of,  ib. ;  preaches  withoiit  notes, 
ib.;  sermons  full  of  thought, 
62  ;  visits  Boston  annually,  63; 
friendship  with  Judge  Sewell, 
ib. ;  fac-simile  of  sermon,  64  ; 
business  ability,  ib.  ;  tra- 
dition concei'ning,  65,  and 
note  ;  marries  Esther  Mather, 
65 ;  buys  Clesson  place,  ib. ; 
will,  65,  66  ;  defends  inocula- 
tion, 309,  note  ;  referred  to,  8, 
45,  46,  and  note  2,  50,  79,  82, 
206,  534;  Appeal  to  the 
Learned,  quoted,  60. 

Stoddard's  Island,  303. 

Stoddardeanism,  55,  56;  denounced 
by  the  Mathers  and  defended 
by  Mr.  Stoddard,  57,  58. 


STRONG. 

Stone,  Francis,  sends  dispatch  to 
Gen.  Lincoln,  511. 

Storrs,  Nathan,  goldsmith,  473, 
note ;  warned  out  of  town, 
533. 

Stratton,  Ensign  John,  killed,  283. 

Stratton,  John,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 146. 

Street,  Mr.,  schoolmaster,  182. 

Strong,  Aaron,  killed,  405  ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Amasa,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Strong,  Asahel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Strong,  Bela,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  186  ;  school 
in  house,  307  ;  enlists  for  three 
months,  387  ;  at  Fishkill,  434 ; 
soldier  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg, 607  ;  Revolutionai-y  sol- 
dier, 628  ;  referred  to,  315. 

Strong,  Belzaleel,  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Strong,  Benajah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Benjamin,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Gov.  Caleb,  has  smallpox, 
310,  594  ;  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence, 349 ;  Inspection 
and  Safety,  354  ;  member  of 
General  Court,  358,  596  :  dele- 
gate, 426  ;  expenses,  426,  427  ; 
takes  prominent  part  in  con- 
vention, 427 ;  on  committee 
to  make  new  draft  of  consti- 
tution, 429  ;  councillor,  438  ; 
attorney  in  trial  of  Ely,  457  ; 
in  legislature,  465  ;  interested 
in  new  school  for  girls,  475  ; 
builds  house  for  private  school, 
476 ;  contributes  to  Gazette, 
481  ;  delegate  to  national  con- 
vention, 524,  596  ;  suggestions 
about  constitution,  525 ;  op- 
posed to  new  method  of  sing- 
ing, 531  ;  defends  the  town, 
545 ;  incorporator  of  canals, 
576  ;  life,  593-604 ;  birth  and 
education,  593 ;  admitted  to 
the  bar,  594 ;  offices  of  trust, 
595,  596 ;  anecdotes,  596,  note 
1,  602 ;  his  testimony  on  the 
constitution,  597  ;  senator,  598; 
governor,  598-600;  refuses 
President's  request,  599,  600 ; 
calls  out  militia,  600 ;  mar- 
riage and  home,  ib.;  religion, 
600,   601 ;  death  and  funeral, 
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STRONG. 

(iOl:  character,  002-(i0;] ;  pub- 
lic life,  (503 ;  referred  to,  172, 
347. 

Strong,  Lieut.  Cal(!b.  on  committee 
to  settle  common  land  contro- 
versy, !t7  ;  Sabbath  warden, 
100 ;  released  from  x^oll-tax, 
l.")7;  boards  schoolmaster,  180  ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  185  ;  fined  for  refusing 
office,  301,  302  :  owns  one  slave, 
328:  tanner,  328,  5(32;  house 
of,  ()00:  soldier  after  fall  of 
Louisburg,  (507 :  Revolution- 
ary soldier.  028  ;  referred  to, 
107.  248.  593.  594. 

Strong,  Daniel,  comes  with  horses 
for  Seth  Pomeroj'.  142  ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  (328:  in  Shaj^s 
Rebellion.  032. 

Strong.  Daniel,  394. 

Strong.  David,  account  of  battle, 
404  :  narrative,  433,  435  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  628. 

Strong.  Deacon,  of  Southampton, 
delegate  to  council,  214. 

Strong,  Capt.  Ebenezer.  278  ;  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection,  353  ;  cap- 
tain of  three  months'  men.  442: 
chairman.  449 :  Revolutionary 
soldier.  028. 

Strong,  Serg't  Eleazar,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  628. 

Strong.  Elias,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  186. 

Strong,  Elijah.  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Strong.  Eliphaz,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  628. 

Strong.  Lieut.  Elisha,  petitions 
General  Court,  120  ;  in  Louis- 
burg expedition,  146.  606  :  re- 
ceives portion  of  additional 
grant,  188  :  marches  to  the  re- 
lief of  Fort  William  Henry, 
294 :  in  service  after  fall  of 
Louisburg,  607. 

Strong,  Elizabeth,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  185, 

Strong,  Ezra.  Indian  ambuscade 
near  his  home,  152. 

Strong,  Ichabod,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  190. 

Strong.  Ithamar.  at  Fort  No.  4, 
154  ;  builds  fort  at  Easthamp- 
ton.  157  :  buys  land  of  town, 
310  :  sled  caiTied  away,  315  ; 
enlisted  413  :  builds  cider-mill, 
416  ;  committee  to  enlist  men. 
432 ;  iu  service  after  fall  of 


STRONG. 

Louisburg,  607  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Ithamar  Jr.,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Jerijah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Jeri.jah  Jr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  188. 

Strong,  Jerijah,  referred  to,  107. 

Strong,  Joel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628, 

Strong,  John,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  186 :  signs 
militia  company  agreement, 
375 ;  beats  drum  at  Bennington 
alarm,  402 ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg.  607  :  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  628;  referred 
to,  107. 

Strong,  Elder  John,  referred  to,  593 

Strong,  John,  W.  H.,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  628, 

Strong,  Jonathan,  bone  broken,  71 ; 
builds  fort  at  Easthampton. 
156  ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  185 :  school-com- 
mittee, 306 ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607  ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Jonathan  Jr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  187  ; 
petitions  for  pi'ecinct  meeting, 
206  ;  ensign,  248  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Joseph,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628, 

Strong.  Levi,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Strong.  Hon.  Lewis,  residence. 
88  ;  one  pen  stock,  .560. 

Strong.  Mrs.  H.,  furnishes  for  or- 
dination dinner,  420. 

Strong,  Mrs.  Martha,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  185. 

Strong,  Medad,  builds  school- 
house,  582 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Strong,  Miriam,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  190. 

Strong,  Nathan,  sergeant,  424 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  628, 

Strong,  Nathaniel  Jr.,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
185. 

Strong,  Lieut.  Nathaniel,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
185;  friend  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
234  ;  in  service  after  fall  of 
Louisburg,  607  ;  referred  to, 
608. 
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Strong,    Nehemiah,    in    Father 

Rale's  War.  606. 
Strong.   Noah,    Indians   near    his 
house,  lor). 

Strong,  Noah,  lientenaiit,  387  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Noah,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  185 ;  serg't 
sent  to  Southampton,  245 ; 
marches  to  relief  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam Henry,  294 ;  referred  to, 
107. 

Strong,  Oliver,  day's  work  at  ordi- 
nation dinner,  420. 

Strong.  Rebecca,  608. 

Strong,  Roswell.  Revolutionary 
soldier.  628. 

Strong.  Seth.  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  188. 

Strong,  Simeon,  lawyer,  536. 

Strong,  Simeon,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals.  576,  note. 

Strong.  Simeon  Jr. ,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  628. 

Strong,  Solomon,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  628. 

Strong.  Theron,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  628. 

Strong,  Timothy,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Titus,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Strong,  Waitstill,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  190. 

Strong.  Waitstill,  released  from 
poll-tax,  157  ;  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  186; 
bridge  near  house,  192 ;  in 
Father  Rale's  War.  606;  in 
service  after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
607  ;  referred  to.  107. 

Suffolk  County,  conventions  in, 
495. 

Sumner,  Miss,  school-teacher,  585, 
586. 

Sunderland,  settled,  15;  protected, 
23  ;  offers  money  to  Dr.  Porter 
to  settle,  86 ;  pays  share  of 
Court-House,  87  ;  sends  dele- 
gates, 222,  223  ;  represented  at 
convention,  349  ;  votes  in  fa- 
vor of  holding  court,  390  ;  Ely 
in,  455;  mentioned,  214,  241, 
433,  507. 

Sutton,  sends  delegates  to  council, 
222.  note,  233  ;  referred  to,  237. 

Swampfield  (Sunderland),  settled, 
15. 

Sylvester,  Ens.  Nathaniel,  rein- 
forces army  in  Canada,  381. 


TICONDEROGA. 

Sylvester,  Lieut.  Richard,  443. 

Taller,  Elijah,  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 631. 

Tappan,  Benjamin,  settles  in 
town,  11;  chairman,  449;  in- 
terested in  school  for  girls, 
475  ;  visits  Hawley,  544  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  628. 

Tappan,  James,  waxned  out  of 
town,  533. 

Tappan,  Samuel.  Revolutionary 
soldier.  628. 

Taylor.  Edmund,  in  LouisbiTrg  ex- 
pedition, 145. 

Taylor,  Lieut.  Eldad.  pursues  In- 
dian marauders.  155. 

Taylor,  Elijah,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633. 

Taylor,  James,  deserted.  383  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier.  628. 

Taylor,  John,  in  Loiiisburg  expe- 
dition, 146. 

Taylor,  Nathaniel,  schoolmaster, 
179. 

Taylor.  Reuben,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 628. 

Taylor.  Serg't  Thomas,  carried  to 
Canada,  160. 

Taylor,  Thomas,  prisoner,  368. 

Temple's  History  of  Palmer,  quo- 
ted, 555. 

Thacher,  Peter,  Journal  of,  59- 
60. 

Thaxter,  Samuel,  peace  commis- 
sioner to  Canada,  28. 

Thayer,  Ahaz,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Thayer,  Asa,  enlists  for  three 
months,  387 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier.  628. 

Thayer.  Elias,  at  Quebec.  377;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  628. 

Theur,  Oliver,  in  Louisburg  expe- 
dition, 146. 

Thompson.  Gen.,  in  battle  near 
Three  Rivers.  383. 

Thompson,  James,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  628. 

Thompson,  Rev.  J.  P.,  referred  to, 
56. 

Thrall,  Giles,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 628. 

Ticonderoga,  Dieskau  at,  253; 
Capt.  Rogers  scouts  near,  272, 
273,  276 ;  unsuccessful  attack 
upon,  295;  fallen,  296,  297; 
capture  of.  362-365,  380;  sol- 
diers at,  381,  383,  384,  386,  405; 
threatened,    400 ;    evacuated, 
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TII.SON. 

•101  ;  stores  for  army  at,  40(5  ; 
luontioned,  27:5.  27.").  276. 

Til  son,  James.  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 628. 

Tithing-men,  appointed,  77 ;  or- 
dered to  patrol  meeting-house, 
;5;50;  mentioned.  100. 

Tobacco,  rai.'^ed,  448. 

Tollman.  Ebeuezer,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  628. 

Tories,  ;571  ;  mobbed,  ;)72  :  defiant, 
896,  42.") ;  in  sympathy  with 
the  mob,  463.  468. 

Tracy's  Great  Awakening,  quoted, 
95,  note  1. 

Treat,  Jno.  Breck,  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 632. 

Trmnble.  John,  Revohitionary  sol- 
dier. 628. 

Tryon.  Gov.  William,  raids  Con- 
necticut towns.  423. 

Turner.  Adam,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Turner.  David,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628  ;  in  Ely  insurrection, 
631. 

Turners  Falls,  575. 

Tvler.  Moses,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633. 

Tyringham,  road  to  Albany 
through.  253. 

Tyrrell.  Arad.  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Upson,  Asa,  in  ser^^ce  after  fall 
of  Louisburg,  607. 

Van  Buren,  Burent,  278. 

Vaudreuil.  Gov.,  perfidy  of,  16  ; 
negotiations  with.  17  :  eucoiir- 
ages  the  Abenakis.  ih.:  offers 
assistance  in  arranging  treaty 
with  Indians,  28.  and  note . 
death  of.  32  :  referred  to,  147, 
166. 

Vaudreuil,  M.  Rigaud,  Mons.  de. 
troops  attack  Fort  Massachu- 
setts. 147 :  leaves  guard,  and 
returns  to  Canada  with  pris- 
oners. 148  ;  leaves  Canada  for 
Crown  Point,  154 :  attacks 
Fort  Saratoga,  but  is  driven 
away,  ib.;  attacks  Fort  Henry, 
289. 

Vaughn,  Col.,  leads  men  against 
the  Grand  Battery.  116. 

Vaughn.  John.  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 629. 

Vermont,  settlements  in.  102,  243  : 
Indian  depredations  in,  110  ; 


men  enlisted  in,  363  ;  Shays 
in.  512  ;  insurgents  take  refuge 
in,  514;  citizens  carried  to,  519; 
mentioned,  151,  155.  382,  478. 
Vinton,  Nathaniel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Wait,  Abijah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 629. 

Waite.  Augustus,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  629. 

Wait,  Beniamin,  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  606. 

Wait,  Ebenezer,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 145,  606 ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
189. 

Wait,  Joel,  in  Louisburg  expedi- 
tion, 146. 

Wait.  John,  coi-poral  under  Seth 
Pomeroy,  150  ;  Indian  ambus- 
cade near  his  home,  152;  re- 
ceives portion  of  additional 
grant.  190  ;  in  Father  Rale's 
War.  606  ;  soldier  after  fall  of 
Louisburg.  607. 

Wait.  John  Jr. ,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  190. 

Wait,  Jonathan,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant.  189. 

Wait.  Joseph,  goes  in  pursuit  of 
Indians,  22 ;  on  guard  duty, 
31  ;  in  Father  Rale's  War,  606. 

Wait,  Josiah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 629. 

Wait,  Reuben,  in  Louisbiirg  ex- 
pedition. 145,  606  ;  killed,  288. 

Wait,  William,  released  from  poll- 
tax,  157  ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  189  ;  soldier 
after  fall  of  Louisburg.  607. 

Wales.  Aaron,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632,  633. 

Wales.  James,  enlists  for  three 
months,  387 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier.  629  ;  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion. 631. 

Wales,  Capt.  Jonathan,  three 
months'  men  under.  387  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  629. 

Wales,  Jonathan  Jr.,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  629. 

Wales,  Samuel,  enlists  for  three 
months.  387 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629 ;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 631. 

Walker,  Isaac,  left  behind  near 
Quebec.  383. 

Walker.  Jacob,  killed,  514  ;  buried 
at  Hatfield,  ib. 
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WALKER. 

Walker's  Creeds  and  Platforms  of 
Congregationalism,  cited,  57, 
59. 

War.  Father  Rale's,  15-32  ;  Seven 
Years,  commenced,  244; 
peace,  299. 

Ward.  Artemas,  in  command  of 
the  military,  352 ;  committee 
to  investigate  cause  of  dis- 
turbances, 465. 

Ward,  Daniel,  278. 

Ware,  post  route  to,  482  ;  men- 
tioned, 360. 

Warming-pans  and  Footstoves,  use 
of,  9,  10. 

Warner,  Daniel,  in  expedition 
against  Louisburg,  120,  606 ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  188  :  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 629  ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632. 

Warner,  Elisha,  at  Fort  Massa- 
chusetts, 154 ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  188  ; 
soldier  after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
607. 

Warner,  John,  builds  fort  at  East- 
hampton,  156 ;  soldier  after 
fall  of  LoiTisburg,  607. 

Warner,  Jonathan,  lieutenant, 387; 
wounded,  405. 

Warner,  Joseph,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Warner.  Capt.  Joseph,  starts  with 
relief  for  Fort  William  Henry, 
294. 

Warner,  Joseph  Jr.,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  629. 

Warner,  Mark,  mount  built  near 
house,  108 ;  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  188 ;  re- 
ferred to,  107. 

Warner,  Mark,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 629. 

Warner,  Mark  Jr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  188  ; 
referred  to,  383. 

Warner,  Nathan,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 146. 

Warner,  O.,  347. 

Warner,  Gen.  Seth,  regiment  at 
Bemis  Heights,  405. 

Warner,  Shiibael,  ensign,  386. 

Warner,  Silas,  died  near  Sorel 
River,  383  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 629. 

Warner,  Warham,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Warren,  James,  referred  to,  325. 
Warren, Commodore  Peter,  at  Can- 


seau,  124 ;  captures  a  French 
ship,  128  ;  gun  ship  joins  his 
force,  133;  addresses  the  army, 
134;  referred  to,  143,  144. 

Warren,  Seth,  charged  with  as- 
sault, 536. 

Washburn,  Mrs.  L.  I.,  referred 
to,  446. 

Washington,  George,  sent  to  pro- 
tect frontiers,  244  ;  at  Fort  du 
Quesne,  295 ;  headquarters, 
362  ;  offers  position  of  Brig.- 
General  to  Pomeroy,  367  ;  re- 
monstrates against  British 
brutality,  ib.\  orders  detach- 
ment against  Quebec,  377  ;  at 
New  York,  387  ;  drives  Corn- 
wallis  from  New  Jersey,  388  ; 
calls  for  Continental  army, 
397;  at  Valley  Forge,  407; 
winter  quarters,  415,  424  ;  at 
West  Point,  434,  435  :  at  York- 
town,  444 ;  referred  to,  379, 
393,  400,  '  432,  440,  492,  598  ; 
Sparks'  Life  of,  quoted,  367. 

Webb,  Col.,  in  command.  287  ;  at 
Fort  William  Henry,  289,  290  ; 
advises  Col.  Monroe  to  sur- 
render, 290 ;  sends  for  rein- 
forcements, 291,  and  note  ;  re- 
ferred to,  292. 

Webb,  John,  home  lot,  316, 

Webber,  Capt.,  362,  403. 

Webster,  Ariel,  killed,  506. 

Webster,  Captain,  362. 

Webster,  William,  506. 

Welch.  John,  deserted,  399  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  629. 

Welch,  Nathaniel,  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 632. 

Welch,  Sampson,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Welch,  Serg"t  William,  in  Shays 
Rebellion,  631. 

Welch  End,  304,  408. 

Wells,  Aaron,  taken  captive,  22. 

Wells,  Col.,  chairman,  468. 

Wells,  Deacon,  release  of  de- 
manded, 461. 

Wells,  Ebenezer,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 146. 

Wells,  Ezekiel,  wounded,  160. 

Wells,  John,  at  Fishkill,  434  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  629. 

Wells,  Capt.  Samuel,  in  command 
at  frontier  posts,  298. 

Wells,  Samuel,  surety  for  Ely,  457. 

Wells,  Capt.  Thomas,  sent  to  pro- 
tect Simderland,  23 ;  goes  on 
scouting  expedition,  29. 
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Wells,  Dr.  Thomas,  drover,  79, 
note  1. 

Wells,  Rev.  Mr.,  preaches  at 
Walker's  fnneral,  514. 

Welsh,  Patrick,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, (m. 

Welsh.  William,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  629. 

Wendall,  post  route  to,  482. 

Westfield,  Indians  near,  27  ;  pays 
share  of  cost  of  Court-House, 
87  ;  provisions  from,  157  ;  road 
to  Albany  through,  253,  and 
note  ;  sends  men  to  relief  of 
Fort  William  Henry,  294  ;  sol- 
diers from,  295  ;  smallpox  in, 
309  ;  mob  pass  through,  345  ; 
votes  in  favor  of  holding  court, 
390 ;  rejoicing  at  news  of 
peace,  471  ;  soldiers  at  Spring- 
field, 495  ;  insurgents  from, 
497  ;  mentioned,  18.  38,  39,  64, 
95.  152,  155,  183,  854,  260,  279, 
293,  335,  385,  576,  note. 

Westhampton,  Indians  at,  155 ; 
builds  noon  house.  305,  note  ; 
main  road  to,  314 ;  petitions 
for  a  minister.  332.  333  ;  mili- 
tia, 354  :  Cook  settles  in,  360  : 
soldiers  at  Ticonderoga,  401  ; 
incorporated,  417,  418 ;  com- 
pany mustered  in  at,  443  ;  mi- 
litia protects  government,  494; 
men  in  St.  Clair's  defeat,  551  ; 
mentioned,  379.  383.  421,  515. 

Wharton.  Abigail,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189. 

Whately.  soldiers  from,  355  :  votes 
against  session  of  court.  390 ; 
mentioned,  381,  424,  434. 
514. 

Wheaton,  David,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 633. 

Wheaton,  Ephraim,  enlisted,  441  ; 
Revohitionary  soldier,  629. 

Wheeler.  Adam,  insurgent,  506 ; 
signs  Shays'  answer  to  Lincoln, 
511  ;  asks  for  conference  with 
Gen.  Putnam,  ib. 

Wheeler.  John,  sentenced,  514, 
515,  518. 

Wheeler.  Samuel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Whetcomb,  John,  signatiare,  369. 

Whigs,  371,  372. 

Whitby,  James,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 629. 

White.  Lieut.  David,  reinforces 
army  in  Canada,  381. 

White,  James,  sentenced.  514. 


WILLIAMS. 

Whitefield,  George,  preaches  in 
Northampton,  199,  and  note  1. 

Whiting,  Col.,  in  Bloody  Morn- 
ing Scout,  281. 

Whitmore,  Lieut. -Col.,  in  com- 
mand, 433  ;  at  Springfield.  494. 

Whitney,  J.  D. ,  referred  to,  48. 

Whittelsey,  John,  referred  to,  608. 

Whittier's  Marguerite,  286,  note. 

Wier,  John,  Revolutionary  soldier, 
629. 

Wigglesworth,  Rev.  Mr.,  substi- 
tute member  of  council,  222. 

Wilbraham,  votes  in  favor  of  hold- 
ing court,  390  ;  Shays  at,  505  ; 
mentioned,  589. 

Wilde,  Richard,  corporal  under 
Seth  Pomeroy;  150  ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Wilder,  Peter,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 629. 

Wilder,  Shubael,  captain,  564  ;  in 
Ely  Insurrection,  631  ;  in 
Shays  Rebellion,  632. 

Willard,  Joseph,  family  captured, 
297. 

Willard.  Capt.  Josiah,  in  command 
at  Fort  Dummer.  104,  note. 

Willard,  Lieut.  Moses,  killed,  288. 

Willard,  Col.  Samuel,  commander 
of  regiment  at  Louisburg,  114; 
ordered  to  guard  stores.  118  ; 
extract  from  letter  to  Gov. 
Shirley.  160;  referred  to.  120. 

Willard,  Secretary,  referred  to, 
158.  162.  245. 

Williams.  Chester,  leader  of  mob, 
373. 

Williams,  Rev.  Chester,  member 
of  council,  222,  223;  scribe, 
223 :  vote,  ib. 

Williams.  Capt.  Elijah,  in  com- 
mand of  forts,  244  ;  appointed 
major,  248  ;  committee  to  re- 
pair forts,  249  ;  marches  to  the 
relief  of  Fort  William  Henry, 
294. 

Williams,  Rev.  Eliphalet,  member 
of  council,  419. 

Williams.  Capt.  Ephraim,  over- 
sight of  western  fortifications, 
105  ;  in  command  at  Fort  Mas- 
sachusetts, 151  ;  letter  to  Ma- 
jor Williams,  160 ;  colonel  of 
regiment,  251  ;  ordered  to 
march  to  Albanj-.  ib .  :  at 
Greenbush.  255  ;  at  Saratoga, 
262  ;  in  Bloody  Morning  Scout, 
281;  killed,  ib.:  founder  of 
Williams  College,   283,  note  ; 
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men  in  muster-i-oll,  606  ;  re- 
ferred to.  158,  162.  248.  249, 
254,  256,  271,  279,  282,  284. 

Williams,  Eunice,  referred  to,  110. 

Williams,  Ezekiel,  marries  Pru- 
dence Stoddard,  178. 

Williams,  Col.  Israel,  marches  to 
relief  of  Fort  William  Henry, 
294 ;  petitions  for  change  in 
sessions  of  county  courts,  331. 

Williams.  Col.  Israel,  suggests  fit 
persons  for  officers,  103  ;  com- 
missary, 105  ;  extract  from  let- 
ter, 160  ;  writes  to  Gov.  Shir- 
ley, 157,  158  ;  writes  to  Secre- 
tary Willard,  158,  162;  suc- 
ceeds Col.  Porter,  158 ;  sta- 
tioned at  Newhampton,  163  ; 
buys  land  of  Indians,  168;  com- 
mander-in-chief, 244 ;  letter 
quoted,  245  ;  .settles  officers  of 
regiment,  251 ;  ordered  to  have 
men  ready,  286  ;  takes  com- 
mand of  regiment,  291  ;  or- 
dered to  raise  men,  ib.;  reaches 
Kinderhook,  292  ;  finds  enemy 
have  retreated  and  returns, 
ib. ;  in  expedition  against  Can- 
ada, 296  ;  opinion  about  shire 
town,  313,  note ;  at  Spring- 
field, 347,  and  note ;  commis- 
sions officers.  354  ;  command- 
ing officer,  355  ;  a  tory,  373  ; 
referred  to,  160,  246,  248,  249, 
250,  257,  270,  271,  272,  281. 

Williams,  Lieut.  John  Chester, 
clerk,  355  ;  Register  of  Pro- 
bate, 521  ;  referred  to,  455. 

Williams,  John,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576.  note. 

Williams,  Rev.  Mr.,  of  Long- 
meadow,  substitute  member 
of  council,  222. 

Williams,  Rev.  Samuel  P.,  601. 

Williams,  Roswell,  Revolutionary 
.soldier,  629. 

Williams,  Solomon,  559. 

Williams,  Rev.  Solomon,  invited 
to  settle,  418 ;  accepts,  419 ; 
ordained,  419-421  ;  marries 
Mary  Hooker,  421  ;  prayer  at 
funeral  of  Walker,  514 ;  ap- 
peals for  aid,  553,  554 :  debts 
paid.  567  ;  petition  for  increase 
of  salary  refused,  583 ;  re- 
ferred to,  472,  592. 

Williams,  Rev.  Solomon,  opposes 
the  new  doctrine,  209  ;  referred 
to.  216. 

Williams,  Rev.  Stephen,  of  Long- 


WOLFE. 

meadow,  moderator  of  coun- 
cil. 241  ;  funeral  of,  459. 

Williams,  Dr.  Thomas,  sent  to 
Deerfield  for  ammunition,  148; 
lieut. -colonel.  284. 

WilHams,  Thomas,  536. 

Williams,  Capt.  William,  erects 
Fort  Shirley,  104  ;  sent  to  re- 
inforce army  at  Louisburg, 
114,  137,  138;  in  command  at 
Fort  Massachusetts,  147,  148  ; 
rebuilds  the  fort,  150. 

Williams,  Col.  William,  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  295  ;  petitions  for  di- 
vision of  county,  311  ;  peti- 
tions for  new  Court-  House, 
317,318. 

Williams,  Rev.  William,  preaches 
ordination  sermon,  47,  and 
note  ;  preaches  Rev.  Mr.  Stod- 
dard's funeral  sermon,  52 ; 
sermon  quoted,  61,  62 ;  re- 
ferred to.  63. 

Williams  College,  founder  of, 
283. 

Williamsburg,  sleigh-ride  parties 
to,  315  ;  soldiers  from,  355  ;  sol- 
diers march  through,  381  ; 
votes  against  session  of  court, 
390  :  mob  at.  458  ;  convention 
in,  469  :  mentioned,  386,  387, 
413,  443,  499,  583. 

Williamstown.  founder  of,  283, 
note  ;  soldiers  march  through, 
381,  401,  405;  post  route 
through.  482. 

Willimansett,  575. 

Williston,  homestead  mentioned, 
69,  note  1. 

Willys,  William,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  629. 

Wilton,  David,  inventory  of  par- 
lor, 6  ;  mentioned,  7,  11. 

Windsor,  stage  at,  555  ;  men- 
tioned, 440. 

Winslow,  Edward,  286. 

Winslow,  John,  leads  expedition 
against  Nova  Scotia,  286  ;  re- 
called, 287 ;  his  army  dis- 
banded, 288. 

Winter,  Daniel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Winthrop,  Gr..  signature,  369. 

Wise,  Rev.  Mr.,  defends  inocula- 
tion, 309,  note. 

Wolcott,  Roger,  second  in  com- 
mand of  expedition  against 
Louisburg,  113. 

Wolfe.  Gen.  James,  in  expedition 
against  Louisburg,   294  ;  cap- 
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tures  Quebec,  296,  297  ;  death 
of,  297. 

Wood,  Asahel,  mentioned,  37. 

Wood,  Daniel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 629. 

Wood.  David,  deserted,  383;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  629. 

Wood.  E.  E.,  cutlery  establish- 
ment, 527. 

Wood.  E.  T..  referred  to,  527. 

Wood,  Ezekiel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 629. 

Wood])ridge,  Captain,  aid  to  (xen. 
Shepherd,  505. 

Woodbridge,  Rev.  John,  member 
of  council,  222 ;  member  of 
council  at  ordination,  241. 

Wcwdbridge.  Joshua  L.,  lieuten- 
ant, 386. 

Woodbridge,  Rev.  Mr.,  601. 

Woodbridge,  Col.  Ruggles,  in 
command  of  regiment,  386, 
405 ;  lieutenant  of  militia,  494  ; 
hoTise  plundered,  508. 

Woodbridge,    Rev.  Timothy,   let- 
ter to  Ephraim  Williams,  158 
member  of  council,  214,  223 
vote.  223  ;   at  ordination,  241 
chaplain,  294. 

Woodford,  Thomas,  home  lot,  48. 

Woodward,  John,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Woodward,  Oliver,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Worcester,    conventions   at,    485, 
495,  496 ;    courts   stopped    in, 
489,   496 ;    mob  expects  rein- 
forcements from,   497  ;  Shays 
at,    ib.;    excitement    in,   498 
Gron.    Lincoln    at,    504,    508 
stage  line  through,   555,  556 
Lincoln's    History    of,    cited, 
430,  442. 

Worcester  County,  towns  fortified, 
103 ;  soldiers  at  Lonisburg. 
120,  137  ;  division  of  county 
petitioned  for,  314,  478  ;  con- 
ventions in,  392,  486,  495,  496  ; 
paper  circulated  in,  485  ;  court 
protected,  502  ;  citizens  cap- 
tured, 516  ;  courts,  537,  594  ; 
mentioned,  11.  102.  489. 

Worthington,  Col.  John,  marries 
Mary  Stoddard,  177  ;  ordered 
to  raise  men  for  Fort  William 
Henry,  291  ;  on  committee  to 
sell  Shepherd's  Island,  303  ;  a 
loyalist,  347,  and  note  2  ;  in 
command  of  regiment,  355  ; 
sister  marries  John  Hooker. 
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410  ;  Ely  talks  with.  455  ;  law- 
yer, 536,  537  ;  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576,  note. 

Worthington.  Sarah,  wife  of  John 
Hooker,  410. 

Worthington.  soldiers  from,  355, 
386  ;  men  for  Canada  march 
through,  381  ;  represented  at 
meeting  of  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence, 3  89;  votes 
against  session  of  court,  390  ; 
choice  of  ofificers  made  in,  401; 
soldiers  lodge  in,  402 ;  men- 
tioned, 362,  403. 

Wrenham,  ordination  at,  242 ; 
mentioned,  399. 

Wright,  Aaron,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 145,  606 ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
185;  school-committee,  306; 
Committee  of  Inspection,  353  ; 
captain,  354 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Wright,  Aaron  Jr. ,  Revolutionarj' 
soldier,  629. 

Wright,  Asa,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633. 

Wright,  Asa,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  185. 

Wright,  Asa,  tax,  328 ;  wagons 
used  to  carry  baggage  to 
camp,  361,  note  :  lieutenant. 
401  ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
629. 

Wright,  Asahel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629  ;  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 632. 

Wright,  Augustus,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Wright,  Capt.  Benjamin,  offers 
services  to  government.  19 ; 
letter  to  Gov.  Dummer  about 
expedition  to  Gray  Lock's 
fort,  30,  31  ;  ordered  to  scour 
the  woods  for  Indians.  32. 

Wright,  Benoni.  serg't  in  Father 
Rale's  War.  606. 

Wright,  Bildad,  at  Fort  Massa- 
chusetts, 154  ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607  ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  629. 

Wright,  Caleb,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  188. 

Wright,  Charles,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Wright,  Daniel,  referred  to,  441 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier.  629. 

Wright,  Ebenezer,  committee  to 
choose  colleague  pastor,  42 ; 
mount  built  at  his  home,  109. 
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Wright,  Ebenezer  Jr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  185  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  G29. 

Wright,  Eldad,  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  606. 

Wright,  Eleazar,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  639  ;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 631  ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632. 

Wright,  Eliakim,  killed,  285. 

Wright,  Elihu,  quarrels  with  Fer- 
guson, 384 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 629  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631. 

Wright,  Elijah,  serg't,  424 ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  629. 

Wright,  Eliphaz,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Wright,  Elizabeth,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  186. 

Wright,  Elnathan,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Wright,  Ephraim,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  186  ;  ac- 
cused of  reading  immoral 
books,  203  ;  petitions  for  pre- 
cinct meeting,  206  ;  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence,  349 ; 
delegate,  ib. ;  Committee  of  In- 
spection, 353,  354.  400  ;  mem- 
ber of  General  Court,  358; 
wagon  master,  406  ;  commit- 
tee to  settle  new  minister,  419; 
delegate,  426 ;  expenses,  426- 
427,  630  ;  representative,  438  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  629. 

Wright,  Hezekiah,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  184  ; 
has  charge  of  ammunition, 
244. 

Wright,  Israel,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 633. 

Wright,  James,  referred  to,  109. 

Wright,  Jemima,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  188. 

Wright,  Joel,  committee  to  pur- 
chase beef,  437,  445 ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  629. 

Wright,  John,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,    184 ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  630. 
Wright,  Jonathan,  referred  to,  69, 
note  1,  86. 

Wright,  Joseph,  on  committee 
to  build  meeting-house,  68 ; 
examines  other  meeting- 
houses,  ih.  ;  has  charge  of 
building,  70 ;  mount  built 
near  house,  109  ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  184 ; 


petitions  for  precinct  meeting, 
206  ;  on  committee  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Edwards,  207  ;  ap- 
pointed to  manage  case  before 
council,  222. 

Wright,  Joseph  Jr.,  buys  school 
lands,  91  ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  189. 

Wright,  Josiah,  in  expedition 
against  Louisburg,  120,  606. 

Wright,  Medad,  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Wright,  Moses,  heirs  receive  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  190. 

Wright,  Moses,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 630  ;  in  Elv  Insurrection, 
631  ;  referred  to,  107,  184. 

Wright,  Nathaniel,  in  Louisburg 
expedition,  120,  606  ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  630. 

Wright,  Capt.  Noah,  on  commit- 
tee to  settle  common  land  con- 
troversy, 97 ;  with  scouting 
party,  161  ;  on  committee  to 
improve  schools,  181  ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
185  ;  on  committee  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Edwards,  207  ;  ap- 
pointed to  present  case  to 
council,  214  ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607;  re- 
ferred to,  236,  248. 

Wright,  Oliver,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  630. 

Wright,  Perez,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632. 

Wright,  Phinehas,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  630. 

Wright,  Reuben,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  184  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  630  ;  in  Ely 
Insurrection,  631 ;  in  Shays 
Rebellion,  632  ;  corporal,  ib. 

Wright,  Samuel,  referred  to,  69, 
note  1. 

Wright,  Samuel,  signs  militia 
comjiany  agreement,  375  ;  in 
Father  Rfile's  War,  606. 

Wright,  Selah,  in  Louisburg  expe- 
dition, 145,  606;  sick,  136 ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  185  ;  lieutenant,  355  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  630. 

Wright,  Seth,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 630  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631. 

Wright,  Solomon,  losses  of,  406  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  630. 

Wright,  Stephen,  buys  school 
lands,  91 ;  receives  portion  of 
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ailditional  grant,  189 ;  friend 
of  Mr.  Edwards.  234. 

Wright,  Capt.  Stephen,  goes  to 
Kinderhook,  2!);} ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  030. 

Wright,  Timothy,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant.  185  ;  Rev- 
olutionarj'  soldier,  0;>0. 

Wright.  Titus,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  189. 


YALE  COLLEGE. 

Yale  College,  Mr.  Edwards  a 
tutor  in,  43,  44,  note  ;  Samuel 
Buell  graduated  from,  199, 
note  3  ;  other  graduates  of, 
-  237,  note,  239,  note  2,  410  ;  Mr. 
Williams  a  graduate  of,  419  ; 
Hawley  graduated  from,  .534. 


